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THE SHEPHERD SERVICE OF CHRIST

J. N. Grace 

John 10: 3–5 (from “and he calls”); 1 Peter 5: 1–5 

I would like to say a few words about the Master whom our brother served so well. It is a significant thing that the Spirit of God, in inditing the Scriptures, the first occupation He speaks of is that of a shepherd. I think our brother has been marked by shepherd care. He took that from his Master. What a Master we have! Every lover of Christ would ascribe to that, and every occasion we have of being together is mainly to exalt Christ. So in the midst of grief that is what we would do, make much of our Lord Jesus Christ. The wonderful thing about our Master is that He has gone before. We are called to a pathway of experience but He has been before. 

So John, who is the last of the New Testament writers, as far as we understand, speaks of the Shepherd service of Christ. What he says is, “he calls his own” and He does call them by name. Wonderful that! To think that every sheep is called by name. When He puts them forth He goes before them. What a Master we have! There is not an experience that He puts us through but He has been through it, sin apart. Not because of anything that came upon Him, all that He has done is on our account. So this wonderful service that He has undertaken now; our brother has been put to sleep by the Lord, but the Lord has gone before him. He has been through death and come out of death; so what a wonderful Saviour we have, at a time like this, to put our trust in, and prove in a fresh way the love that lies behind every action of the Lord Jesus. So we owe everything to the Shepherd service 

Our brother served his Master well. I think that one of the things that marked him has been his shepherd service, in his own locality and extending beyond it. In fact, in the last few weeks of his life, the Lord sent him far and wide to other localities universally, because of his shepherd service. The Lord wanted him to do something for other sheep not only those of his own locality. How thankful we can be for our brother’s service. He completed it, the Lord left him here and he finished his service. Paul said, “I have finished my course” (2 Timothy 4: 7. 

A.V.); not that his course was exactly finished. Paul followed his Master who said; “It is finished”. Our brother, I think, finished his course, and he finished it well in shepherd service in regard of those he loved. Many of us can be thankful for the shepherd service of our brother. The Lord went before. I find great comfort in that, dear brethren. Whatever the Lord puts us through. He has gone before because He loves us. He knows the end from the beginning. 

Well then, Peter says, “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am their fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of the Christ ...”. A witness, that is all he says. You could say, I suppose, that Peter had his share in the sufferings of Christ, in what is left down here in testimony. Peter does not take that ground. All he says is that he is a ‘fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of the Christ’. How we can appreciate the sufferings of our Lord! 

The impact of that would be upon every lover of Christ that he would desire to shepherd the flock of God. The shepherd spirit in our Master would extend to every: heart that has come under the influence of the love of Christ. So in this section of 

1 Peter 5 Peter speaks to the elders; he exhorts them to “shepherd the flock of God”. What an encouragement! What a word to us, if the Lord leaves us a little longer, (I wonder if He will come today. Will the Lord come today for us? We would hope so, would we not?) but if He does not come today, let us ‘shepherd the flock of God which is among you’. Not a question of somebody being over the flock, but shepherding those that are among us, right at our hands, not by necessity, but willingly. Peter not only speaks to the elders, but in the next section he says, “Likewise ye younger”. I think the Lord would gather up in His affection, in His word today, every heart in this room from the eldest to the youngest. There is much to be done. What is to be done? There are most important things to be done; not the physical, literal things that belong to the world, but caring for the flock of God. I think we can just take it to ourselves, expend a little bit more energy and affection in caring for the sheep. What a service it is! From the beginning to the end of Scripture, the service of the shepherd shines out. I think our brother has been an example to us—a model for the flock. May we be helped then, every one of us, from the oldest to the youngest, to make a fresh committal, while we are left here, to follow, the, steps of our Master, and shepherd the flock of God. 

 


Scripture references

John 10:3-5 (JND) [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers.

1 Peter 5:1-5 (JND) [1] The elders which [are] among you I exhort, who [am their] fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of the Christ, who also [am] partaker of the glory about to be revealed: [2] shepherd the flock of God which [is] among you, exercising oversight, not by necessity, but willingly; not for base gain, but readily; [3] not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock. [4] And when the chief shepherd is manifested ye shall receive the unfading crown of glory. [5] Likewise [ye] younger, be subject to [the] elder, and all of you bind on humility towards one another; for God sets himself against [the] proud, but to [the] humble gives grace.

2 Timothy 4:7 (JND) [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

1 Peter 5 (JND) [1] The elders which [are] among you I exhort, who [am their] fellow-elder and witness of the sufferings of the Christ, who also [am] partaker of the glory about to be revealed: [2] shepherd the flock of God which [is] among you, exercising oversight, not by necessity, but willingly; not for base gain, but readily; [3] not as lording it over your possessions, but being models for the flock. …



THE SORROW OF CHRIST

P. W. Hickmott 

Lamentations 1: 12 (1st part) 

These are the words of the prophet as he mourns over Jerusalem and the nation of Israel and what it had come to. The whole book is that, those 

that are acquainted with it, would agree, but I just wanted to apply this section primarily to the Lord Jesus because there has been no sorrow like His. I have been acquainted with our brother since a youth, and closely in the last twelve years, and I thought I understood something of the depths of his sorrow, but since coming here, and finding in the last two days what he has left behind in his writings, I realise that I did not know much about it at all. What he has left behind includes some of the most affecting things I have ever been in close contact with and it brought this verse to my mind, “Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow”. It refers to the Lord Jesus, but our brother understood it from prolonged experience. He carried not only his personal sorrows but the sorrows of the testimony. 

Now the Lord Jesus suffered unjustly at the hands of men. Everyone here would know that that blessed Man was crucified unjustly. There was no justice in the crucifixion of Jesus. 

There was hatred and bitterness and malice from every kind of person that was there, except perhaps a few standing by the cross. The sufferings that were imposed on Jesus by man were absolutely unjust. We would have to say that the sufferings that have been imposed on our brother have been unjust, but he has been able to carry them to where there is absolute and total resource. I found a diary entry which said, ‘What will it be today? Will the Lord take me, or will it, be the rapture?’. I am just relating these things because they display where our brother was, what he carried and where his heart was. But he was an overcomer, and now his sorrows are over for ever. What follows sorrow is joy, “At even weeping cometh for the night, and at morn there is rejoicing”, Psalm 30: 5. What a long night it was for our brother, but unclouded joy is: his now and eternally. It will 

Be the portion of every one who trusts in Jesus; unclouded bliss and joy eternally, but before that is this sorrow. 

I spoke of what was inflicted on Jesus unjustly by men, but the sorrow that cannot be fathomed is what Jesus bore at the hands of His God on your account and on my account. 

That sorrow can never be fathomed by us. Think of that blessed Man, who was none less than the Son of God, coming down to this earth in lowly manhood; confining His activities, geographically, to a very small part of this world, and moving amongst men, close to them, taking up their sorrows. The people of Israel will come to that one day. Isaiah 53 tells us that it is the language this people will take up when they realize they have crucified their Messiah. 

They will say, “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted”, Isaiah 53: 4. O, what a sorrow that will be for a nation! But that is the Man we have to do with. Our precious Saviour carried those sorrows; every one of them, with the effects and ravages of sin all around Him. He carried them through His life, but finally while hanging on that cross He bore in, its totality, the just wrath of God against sin, in order that God might be free to bless. God is a Holy God, He cannot have sin in His presence; but we can say to every one that God is free to bless, free to bring joy and happiness, on the basis, of the sufferings and death of Jesus. Somebody said yesterday, ‘A Christian should be happy’. How true! God has a basis to relieve you of your guilt and sin when you believe on Jesus, and bring inner happiness into your soul, such as you have never known. Why can God do that and freely love you? Because Jesus has suffered and died on Calvary’s cross. There are no sorrows like His. Only He could measure what that awful 

time required. He sustained God’s judgment and exhausted God’s wrath completely; He said, 

“It is finished”. He died, His precious blood was shed—“Without blood-shedding there is no remission”, Hebrews 9: 22. He was put into the grave, it says, “They took therefore the body of Jesus … and because the tomb was near, they laid Jesus”, John 19: 40, 42. Then God raised Him—He was “delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”, Romans 4: 25. He is a living Man in glory now. Faith has not the slightest doubt about it. We love to speak of Him, and that God is free to bless. In the midst of sorrow He can bring joy into our hearts; He can bring victory into our hearts. O what a matter that is! We rejoice in that, and also that for our beloved brother, there is unclouded joy in the Saviour’s presence. 

He quoted that verse when another dear brother was taken, what the Lord said to the thief on the cross, ‘Today shalt thou be with Me in paradise’. O, there is only one paradise! The body of glory that every believer will have awaits the Lord’s return. Think of the power of the voice of the Son of God. There is a voice in creation whether you listen to it or not. The Psalmist says, “their voice is heard”, Psalm 19: 3. There is a witness in creation to the fact that God has made everything and He made you, but the voice of the Son of God will raise the dead, all of them. The righteous, those that have trusted in Him, will have their part in the first resurrection, and have their future in glory. But all will be raised, all will hear the voice, all will have to do with Him finally. Think of that voice. O, how solemn that is! We only just refer to it briefly, but all will hear the voice of the Son of God. You will hear it, I will hear it. 

I will love to hear it. O, may every one of us here today, be among those that rejoice to hear the voice of the Son of God—a voice that raises the dead. 

“Lazarus, come forth”, He said, “And the dead came forth”, John 11: 43. Someone once said, 

‘He could not see, he could not walk, but he could not stay because of the power of the voice of the Son of God’. 

Well, that is all I have to say. Let us find comfort in inner joy in the midst of grief. Sorrow and joy are so close. We can take comfort and joy in that for our brother. In the time left to us here we can have that inner peace and joy, and find the spring of all that we do coming from what we have in our personal links with Jesus. Never neglect those. If you have a link with Jesus in your soul, do not let it ever weaken, renew it every day. Somebody said the other day in a preaching, ‘Never let Jesus out of your sight’. What good advice that is! That is what one had to say. May the Lord bless it for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Lamentations 1:12 (JND) [12] Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, whom Jehovah hath afflicted in the day of his fierce anger.

Psalms 30:5 (JND) [5] For a moment [is passed] in his anger, a life in his favour; at even weeping cometh for the night, and at morn there is rejoicing.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:4 (JND) [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Hebrews 9:22 (JND) [22] and almost all things are purified with blood according to the law, and without blood-shedding there is no remission.

John 19:40-42 (JND) [40] They took therefore the body of Jesus and bound it up in linen with the spices, as it is the custom with the Jews to prepare for burial. [41] But there was in the place where he had been crucified a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. [42] There therefore, on account of the preparation of the Jews, because the tomb was near, they laid Jesus.

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

Psalms 19:3 (JND) [3] There is no speech and there are no words, yet their voice is heard.

John 11:43 (JND) [43] And having said this, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.



OCCUPATION WITH CHRIST

P. Gasston 

2 Timothy 2: 3, 4, 8; 1 Timothy 4: 15 

I am part of a generation that is growing up, our brother was part of a generation that is passing. I could not help but think of what our dear brother has said—how thankful we are for the shepherd caring spirit of our brother. We can bear personal witness to the fact that, as young persons having come to know Jesus, we were helped in our souls by the spirit of Jesus that was in our dear brother. One of the first things that impressed me about him was the fact that in everything he was just occupied with Jesus. I wonder how much of our lives is occupied with Jesus? This man was fully occupied with Him; you could not have a conversation with him 

without his bringing in the name of Jesus, he was fully occupied with the glory of Christ. He said to me once, ‘Never contend about anything unless it involves the glory of Christ, anything else is not worth it’. I took that home to my soul, and the spirit of Jesus that was in our brother has encouraged me, to this day, and my wife and family too. The Lord Jesus said, 

“I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business”, Luke 2: 49. The same word for “occupied” 

is used in 1 Timothy 4: 15—‘ Occupy thyself with: these things; be wholly in them’, the apostle says. O, how Jesus loved to be occupied with His Father’s business. He was single-minded about it, you might say, speaking reverently. Everything about anything that He did was occupied with the Father. So Paul would exhort us, as following in the footsteps of Jesus, to be fully occupied with divine things. There is nothing more stimulating to the spiritual mind than occupation with Christ. 

I would just like to finish by saying that there is a generation of young ones that held our dear brother in the utmost honour and respect, because of the spirit of Jesus that he portrayed in everything that he did. May the Lord bless the word for His name’s sake. 

Words at the burial of Mr. B. M. Deck, Motueka, New Zealand
22 June 1991 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:3-8 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier. [5] And if also any one contend [in the games], he is not crowned unless he contend lawfully. [6] The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits. [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things. [8] Remember Jesus Christ raised from among [the] dead, of [the] seed of David, according to my glad tidings,

1 Timothy 4:15 (JND) [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

1 Timothy 4:15 (JND) [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all.



THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

B. M. Deck 

Galatians 3: 4–6; John 14: 26; 15: 26, 27; 1 Timothy 4: 1–3; 2 Kings 13: 14–19 

It is in mind to say a little about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has been given to be with us and to be in us. In the prophet Haggai it says, “The word … and my Spirit, remain among you” (Haggai 2: 5). Maybe what we have already had would relate to the word, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”, John 1: 14. That remains, dear brethren, the breakdown has not affected it. We can do nothing against the truth, the truth cares for itself. 

Whatever I, or any other may say, it does not affect the truth. The truth is the truth, and it centres in the wonder of the incarnation. It remains, “The word... and my Spirit, remain among you”. It was in days of weakness like ours, that that beloved prophet prophesied. 

Then, thank God, the prophetic word is still among us, and will be, the Lord reserving His right to speak by the Spirit. He is not incarnate as is our Lord; He is in each of us. How wonderful to think of that! Each brother and sister here indwelt by the Spirit—what dignity, what respect it commands! We look round this circle on persons indwelt by the same Spirit. 

Oh, what a bond! It occasions no casualness. It is a wonderful thing, dear brethren, to be conscious that we are in the presence of the Spirit of God, and therefore it becomes us to be careful in His presence. So these things remain among us and there is a Priest on the right hand of the throne. What it suggests is the stability of the divine system, and, as I said, untouched by breakdown. The truth as it is in Jesus remains—how wonderful! And the Spirit remains, and as we 

shall come to it in John’s gospel. He was sent from that position of oneness, from the Father and the Son. Think of it, after the Lord was received up in glory, that for ten days there was the Father, and a Man in Sonship, and the Spirit. It would not become us to suggest what took place, it would be almost inscrutable, would it not? Think of the Persons of the Godhead together; redemption accomplished; the Father revealed as supreme in that wonderful economy of love, and the Spirit there ready to be sent to bring about an answer, positively and substantially, in those that divine grace has called and chosen. Does it not bow our hearts to think that the Father chose us before the world was? How much I have answered to it would search me; it was His glory that chose me then; the Lord was loved then. We get these touches that give us to feel we are on the threshold of what is beyond creature knowledge, yet it is there. How worshipful we should be as we touch these things. It was the glory of the Son who redeemed us; He paid the price with His blood. Let us, as we said, not leave the cross; let us keep in the precincts of the cross, in constant thorough self-judgment. What we need more and more, dear brethren, is the experience of a spiritual manifestation. Now the Lord intends to make the end of the dispensation spiritual. There is no short cut to that, let us face the exercises that are involved, that the Spirit may have full place, ungrieved and unquenched, and particularly that our gatherings become an experience of a spiritual manifestation in the assembly. 

So these things remain. My word and My Spirit remain among you, the whole mind of God is revealed, and the Spirit is here to form us in relation to the counsel of His own will. Up there, there is a Priest who shares the Father’s throne. He has not yet taken His own throne, but 

He will presently. How we long for that! He will rise up in the Father’s perfect timing, and take His own throne. How we long for Him to have His rights, they belong to Him. 

Meanwhile He is rejected, and He calls on us to be faithful to Him in His rejection. Every time, dear young brethren, you walk down the street do not forget He is rejected; He is not wanted and we are not wanted. If the world wants me there is something wrong with me. If I love the Lord I will share His reproach. What an honour to esteem the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt. None of us could acquire them in any case, and even if we did we would be in soul poverty. Beloved brethren, there is nothing to equal the knowledge of Jesus, and the Spirit is here to take of His things and to show them to us. 

Now in Galatians the apostle is militant. He speaks of Judaism coming in, creeping in surreptitiously, secretly weaving its way in to rob the saints of their liberty. It is a military epistle, and there is that side of our exercises which must not be neglected; to neglect it would be a disaster. How does he meet it? What a warrior was Paul! He does not spare them. He would even meet Peter face to face; how faithful he was, but how brotherly he was. It did not impair their brotherly link at all, maybe it even strengthened it, but he did not neglect what needed to be met. How did he meet it? In travail. He says, I will travail again for you (see Galatians 4: 19); as if he would say, I have been through it once, I will go through it again until Christ be formed in you. 

I only mention this as leading up to this—allusion to, “He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit”. It is the feelings of the Spirit of Christ coming out in the beloved apostle as he sees, something coming in that would work ruin, bringing 

back the wretched principles of Judaism. We speak feelingly, and I trust with deep humility, for we have had to go through these things. We have seen that harsh system revived, and our judgment would be that it is not in keeping with the glad tidings or the new covenant. Let each of us be resolved that there is no reviving of what the Lord has judicially set aside. 

Christianity is not a carry over of Judaism, or any attempt at an improvement of Judaism, it is entirely new, because it centres in a Man out of death, in a scene that death can never touch, and we are united to that Man by the Spirit in a deathless scene. That is really where the assembly begins and where her destiny is too, so soon to be with the Lord. 

Now Paul says here, “He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit”. What does he mean? 

There has only been the one outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost, the assembly as the body was formed in the outpouring of the Spirit; we are all baptised by one Spirit into one body. O 

the privilege of coming into what already exists! And, of course, the body of Christ includes every believer on earth who has the Spirit. What a wonderful thing to think of that. But “He 

... who ministers to you the Spirit”. What does it mean? It is as way is made the Spirit comes into things. When the Gentiles were first brought in, the Spirit interrupted Peter as he was speaking, and fell upon them (see Acts 10). I am not saying we would have that experience, but inwardly there is to be a renewal, a ministering of the Spirit. O, that something of this should be known, when the Lord if among us and the Spirit among us, in that inward quickening in our souls towards the One who is supreme in all things! He must have pre-eminence. O let it be, as we are trying to convey something, that the Spirit secretly, inwardly, is touching a cord in your soul—“He ... who ministers 

to you the Spirit”. 

Then we read in John’s gospel, because in both those sections in chapters 14 and 15, the Lord firstly is ministering comfort. His own were to be left here as orphans. How we need an orphan spirit! If you are an orphan you need comfort. Publicly the assembly is in widowhood; every time we look at the emblems in the Lord’s supper we should be reminded of that; in this wilderness scene Christ has died, we are in widowhood. As we go out there, as we all have to, and face things without, it is as orphans. The Lord knew what it would mean for His lovers to be here in the time of His absence, so He says, I am going to give you another Comforter, “whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you”. Dear brethren, let us cultivate personal links with the Spirit. My conviction deepens that we have been left with the Spirit. He engages us with the heavenly Man. We need the authority of the Lord, in all our wilderness experiences we need to be under that authority, that is the kingdom. But it needs more than that to take us into heaven, it needs attraction, and the Spirit is uniting us, attracting us to the heavenly Man. How wonderful that is! We often refer to Genesis 24. How faithful was that servant; he had a long journey, so extensive, but how fruitful was his service. It is clear enough that Rebecca spoke to him, because she had said to the servant, 

“Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us?”, and he said, “That is my master!” 

Dear brethren, that is what the Spirit is saying to us today—“That is my master!” There is a heavenly Man; the movement has begun, the Spirit and the bride are saying, ‘Come’. O, to be drawn into the atmosphere, the feelings, that are true of assembly response! She was not jaded 

Or weary even after the long journey, she sprang off the camel—I suppose a touch of John’s gospel— life. As I said, she was not weary or jaded with the wilderness journey, she was in victory; she was in love’s responsiveness to that word, “That is my master!”. I want to be ready to answer to that. The ten virgins in Matthew 25 all slept, even the real ones; the unreal ones had no oil, their lamps had gone out. Dear brother, dear sister, be sure you have received the Spirit. Do not rest until you are assured that you have received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Those five went away, too late! While they went away the bridegroom came and the five that were ready went in. There will be a response for the Lord when He comes. That cry has gone out, that was at midnight; in some sense that cry has characterised the whole period of the recovery. But what I can see now is more than that has taken place; if you will bear with me I think we are past the midnight hour, it is the time of the morning star now. It is the place Christ is acquiring in the affections of His own—the morning star arising in our hearts; the dawn is about to break. What a wonderful thing to be ready when He comes! As the Lamb’s wife she makes herself ready. It is the time for making ourselves ready, individually and locally. We want matters complete. I do not mean that we are free from exercise and we will not be, I suppose, until the very end, our education is wrapped up in it; but the desire of every faithful soul would be to have things as the Lord would wish them to be when He comes. 

So He has given the Spirit, that unspeakable free gift, and in the next chapter He says, “Whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes forth from with the Father, he shall bear witness concerning me; and ye too bear witness, because ye are with me from the beginning”. 

My impression is that John 14 is for inward comfort, John 15 is preparation for service, and maybe conflict in John 16. The brethren can ponder that; there may be, something in it. 

“They shall put you out of the synagogues”, and what awful suffering came in, and how much many have had to go through, “because they have not known the Father nor me”, the Lord says (see John 16: 2, 3). Surely the inference is that we need to grow in the knowledge of the Father and the Son. Let us engage ourselves more and more, dear brethren, and grow by the true knowledge of God. 

Now just a reference to Timothy where it says, “the Spirit speaks expressly”. He has the right to do that. He is speaking to the assemblies, and we need the ear of the overcomer. As has often been pointed out, in the addresses to the last four assemblies, in Revelation 2 and chapter 3, it is the overcomer that gets the gain of what the Spirit is saying to the assemblies. 

It is wonderful to be in the company of a few overcomers. We could not point to any substantial position here; though some may claim it, I do not see it. I can see a moral basis in the overcomer, and seek to be one, humbly, and if I find another I will walk with him. We have precious links with one another, dear brethren, let us value them, and see that they are in no wise impaired by any infiltration of the corruption of the world, that would spoil the closing time of testimony. So it says, “the Spirit speaks expressly, that in latter times some shall apostatise from the faith”, much has that character. I do not know that we would be able to say that any person was an apostate; I do not know that I would dare to say that. It is said of Judas, of course, but only the Lord could do that. But we can see the character of apostasy where the truth has been given up, and we need to be warned by it—“some shall apostatise from the faith, 

giving their mind to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons ...” You can read down the list. I only draw attention to it that we may be on our guard. There is a grave danger of the human mind intruding into the things of God; philosophy and vain deceit. I repeat what we ventured to say in the reading, that knowledge without faith is dangerous. Dear brethren, let us continue humbly, simply, but in communion with divine Persons, and we will be preserved from those dreadful clouds of apostasy sweeping over a darkened Christendom, but in the midst of it to be a witness, a testimony in the power of the Spirit, to the truth of the Man up there and the assembly down here. 

Now I go on to the prophet, not to attempt to say too much about it, but Elisha represents the time of the ministry of the Spirit. “If thou see me when I am taken from thee”, Elijah said. He had said, “Ask what I shall do for thee”, 2 Kings 2: 9, 10. How we would love to encourage one another to ask of the Lord. He would do for us far exceedingly above what we can ask or think. So begin to ask, you will get more than you ask for. What an encouragement, dear young brother, dear young sister, begin to ask. He will give you more, more than you realize. 

O, the abundance, we have hardly touched it! Remember that beloved servant who said at the end of his life that he felt he was standing on the brink of an illimitable ocean with a wave just lapping his feet. Dear brethren, there is so much to be explored; of course eternity will never exhaust the excellence of that blessed Man. The Spirit is here now to engage us with the coming One, with the Bridegroom, ‘Behold, the Bridegroom’. 

So Elisha fell sick of his sickness in which he died. Servants come and they are taken, we have seen that. I do not know that we were too prepared. We cannot determine how the Lord may act. He has His own prerogative in how He acts; He is sovereign. He may appear in another way; as clearly He did to Elisha, who had a view of a man taken up, typically Christ. It is a little like Stephen. He saw a Man in heaven, the first time a man on earth saw a Man in heaven; and he saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. We have not seen Him yet actually, but by the Spirit we know that there is a Man up there. Elisha asks for a double portion of his spirit; that means he is in the gain of a Man up there and the Spirit down here. This is Christianity; it is open to us all to find out that it operates, and, I need not add, it is wonderful to experience even a little of the power of the Holy Spirit. So Elisha is dying and the king comes down and weeps over him; he would represent someone that would be responsible, he says, “My father, my father! the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof!” He is really wondering how the testimony is going to continue without Elisha. Dear brethren, the Lord is able for everything. In John’s gospel which is written especially for our day, it is the Lord who takes the initiative, at every point He took the initiative. He fed the five thousand and more, although the disciples had said, ‘What are five loaves among so many?’ They had not the faith for it. Have we? The Lord knows what He is going to do; we often quote that, but let it give a certain assurance to us, that there is no situation that can develop where He is not in control. Let us keep restful. Whatever may happen in the world, (of which we are not ignorant, and we should be praying about what is happening over there in the Middle East because of humanity, and God’s feelings towards men) be assured the Lord is in control of everything. The storm He can quiet; the raging of the waves He can still. 

O, who is able for everything! You can follow it right through John’s gospel: He could raise the dead (see John 11). How wonderful to think we have One who is able. 

Well now, Elisha is in the faith of that, but he is dying; the Lord’s servants die, we all have to face this if we are left here, and if the Lord has not come we have to face our dissolution. Let us face it soberly and righteously, and be ready for it. He knows what He is going to do. Here is a man who is perturbed as to how the testimony is going to get on. He says, “My father”, which shows his deep respect for Elisha. And you get this very interesting instruction. Elisha says, “Take bow and arrows ... Open the window eastward”—now these are very suggestive things because we know who, is coming in by way of the east; Ezekiel teaches us that, the east gate, that is where He saw, the glory of the Lord coming in (see Ezekiel 43). Now the morning star is the herald of it. I think the prophet is assuring the king here that everything is in control, you just shoot that arrow, just act in the obedience of faith—and Elisha identified himself in every movement. I am only, saying this, dear brethren, to emphasize the need of maintaining the precious truth to which we have been recovered. Do not let it go. Do not let it be weakened. What we speak of simply as the good teaching, keep near it, and also the current voice of the Spirit in the ministry; He will speak until the Lord shall come. The Lord, by the Spirit, will maintain a voice to the assembly, let us keep near it; keep your ears attentive to hear that voice. 

Now this king is tested, “Take the arrows ... Smite upon the ground”. He is obedient and does what he is told, but he is put to the test. I wonder, dear brethren, if we are ready for this test—“And he smote thrice, and stayed”. Why did he smite only three times? Maybe he thought, I am on safe ground, but the prophet was wroth with him. What does it mean? He did not go far enough; he did not go deep enough to meet the thing in the depth of self-judgment that would have given him the power to overcome the Syrians, or whatever it may be. I think the Lord would search us, whether we have gone far enough in the depths of self-judgment to meet and complete assembly matters. 

He should have smitten five or six times, he said. Five would be to discover my own weakness, my own utter inability but in six times, the pride of man as such has to go. O, dear brethren, let us be alerted by this; I am not trying to explain its full meaning, but just to put it on the consciences of the brethren and myself maybe more than any, whether I have gone all the way in regard of the current voice of the Spirit of God. The precious teaching remains, and as accepting death morally, we can be like the man, who touched the bones of Elisha, and who revived, and stood on his feet (2 Kings 13: 21). There is always a way through, dear brethren, let us be uplifted in our spirits. The word is here, “The word and my Spirit, remain among you”. May we be encouraged for His name’s sake! 

Address at Redbridge
25 August 1990 

 


Scripture references

Galatians 3:4-6 (JND) [4] Have ye suffered so many things in vain, if indeed also in vain? [5] He therefore who ministers to you the Spirit, and works miracles among you, [is it] on the principle of works of law, or of [the] report of faith? [6] Even as Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.

John 14:26 (JND) [26] but the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, *he* shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you.

John 15:26-27 (JND) [26] But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes forth from with the Father, *he* shall bear witness concerning me; [27] and ye too bear witness, because ye are with me from [the] beginning.

1 Timothy 4:1-3 (JND) [1] But the Spirit speaks expressly, that in latter times some shall apostatise from the faith, giving their mind to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons [2] speaking lies in hypocrisy, cauterised as to their own conscience, [3] forbidding to marry, [bidding] to abstain from meats, which God has created for receiving with thanksgiving for them who are faithful and know the truth.

2 Kings 13:14-19 (JND) [14] And Elisha fell sick of his sickness in which he died. And Joash the king of Israel came down to him, and wept over his face, and said, My father, my father! the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof! [15] And Elisha said to him, Take bow and arrows. And he took a bow and arrows. [16] And he said to the king of Israel, Put thy hand upon the bow. And he put his hand [upon it]; and Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands, [17] and said, Open the window eastward. And he opened [it]. And Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And he said, An arrow of Jehovah's deliverance, even an arrow of deliverance from the Syrians; and thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou hast consumed [them]. [18] And he said, Take the arrows. And he took [them]. And he said to the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. [19] And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then wouldest thou have smitten the Syrians till thou hadst consumed [them]; whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.

Haggai 2:5 (JND) [5] The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you: fear ye not.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Galatians 4:19 (JND) [19] my children, of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you:

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

John 16:2-3 (JND) [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

2 Kings 2:9-10 (JND) [9] And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. [10] And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be [so].

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Ezekiel 43 (JND) [1] And he brought me unto the gate, the gate which looked toward the east. [2] And behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way of the east; and his voice was like the voice of many waters; and the earth was lit up with his glory. [3] And the appearance of the vision that I saw was according to the vision that I had seen when I came to destroy the city; and the visions were like the vision that I saw by the river Chebar: and I fell upon my face. …

2 Kings 13:21 (JND) [21] And it came to pass as they were burying a man, that behold, they saw the band, and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha; and the man went [down], and touched the bones of Elisha, and he revived, and stood upon his feet.



THE STRENGTHENING OF OUR FAITH

John C. Gray 

Judges 6: 36–40 

Gideon, in this scripture, illustrates the matter of needing to be encouraged; needing to have his faith strengthened. He had already been instrumental in the work that God had indicated, and I think he illustrates a young man exercised to be with God, but a little timid. We may say that it was somewhat audacious of him to doubt God’s word, but it brings out that his faith was strengthened. The fact that God answers what he requests, indicates that God was approving of his exercises in giving reassurance of what he should do and say. 

There is much to be done by faith, in seeking to arrive at the worship of God, in seeking to re-establish what is for God’s pleasure, and what is for the benefit of the people of God. In doing that, younger men and younger women need to be encouraged so that their faith is strengthened; and God would encourage us, though we may be tested, that we might cling to God, that we might ask God. Gideon might have gone on for some years doubting whether God would be with him, but he asks God to give a sign so that his faith might be strengthened. I think the Lord would encourage us, that we should seek to have confirmation in the experiences of our lives that God is indeed active. We may be timid as to certain things; some people, of course, are naturally timid and others are naturally the opposite. As we approach the things of God, in holiness and with reverence, there may be a certain timidity, a certain hesitancy, but God would encourage us to go 

forward; not to stop, not to say, ‘Well, I have no doubt that what God said is right but I do not want to act on it just now’. Gideon was not like that; Gideon asked God for confirmation. 

So it says, “If thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said, behold, I put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor”, and he makes his request. Then it says in verse 38, “And it was so”. God comes in and answers him, and when the reverse is brought in as to the fleece only being dry and on all the ground being dew, the word is, “And God did so that night”, as if there was no hesitation on God’s part in giving confirmation to a person who is exercised that he might move in faith and be strengthened and encouraged. 

I think, for example, a young brother may be hesitant about giving a word in this kind of meeting. Confirmation would come in by our experiences privately, through greater liberty with God, so that this service should be extended among the young people. God would encourage that amongst us, so that there would be the best and the most beneficial for all the saints. It may be also that younger persons are rather hesitant about taking part in a priestly way to God, whether in the service of God or at other occasions. God would encourage us that we should be active in this, and that our faith should be strengthened to do what is needed. So Gideon requested confirmation that God would save Israel by his hand, through the sign of dew being on the fleece, only and dry upon all the ground. Then again he proved God through it being dry on the fleece only and dew being on all the ground. Thus God gave him assurance as to what He had said in His word to him. If we act in faith, despite our natural timidity, if we are with Christ, God would give us some fresh confirmation, as we take the step. 

so Gideon gets this wonderful answer which meant that God was going to save Israel by his hand. Then there was a victory for the people. If we are going to be in victory, if we are going to be alongside Christ in victory, then it needs dependence, it needs prayer on our knees privately in our experience with God. It is not just initial, it is not just a certain step, but it is faith active in my life to change it, and hence I become different and active towards God. So that if we take these steps in dependence, then we find that our experiences with God become real. I would encourage younger persons that their faith should be strengthened, and that encouragement should be known. You know, if we act in this way, if we take these steps in the strengthening of our faith, older ones are encouraged too, because it means that the circulation of what is working among the saints on the line of faith is extended, and all get the benefit. 

May we be encouraged therefore, even though we feel there is a little timidity, a little backwardness, or whatever it is that causes us to hesitate to move, in finding that we can be strengthened in our faith through seeking to be found before God in relation to it. God will answer us as He did Gideon. May He help us in it for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
9 July 1991 

 


Scripture references

Judges 6:36-40 (JND) [36] And Gideon said to God, If thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said, [37] behold, I put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said. [38] And it was so. And when he rose up early on the morrow, he pressed the fleece together, and wrung dew out of the fleece, a bowl-full of water. [39] And Gideon said to God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once! Let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it, I pray thee, be dry upon the fleece only, and upon all the ground let there be dew. [40] And God did so that night, and it was dry upon the fleece only, but on all the ground there was dew.



EXTRACTS

JT We acquire sensibilities as in assembly which tend to guide the mind as to the Lord’s coming. As our sensibilities are developed in the assembly, we get instinctively to know He is near, there is no doubt about it with us as a general expectation. You can gather up from inside conditions that He is near. There are waiting voices—the Spirit and the bride say, Come. There is something going on all the time in what is current and we get it by instinct. Such do not pretend to know the date of His coming. That makes the great difference, I think, between those who are spiritual and subject, and those who study prophecy, and try to work out public events as corresponding. They do not get very far; it is the person in the assembly in a characteristic sense acquiring instinctive feelings from the Lord, who has reliable discernment as to this great and blessed matter. 

J. Taylor (New Series Vol. 48, p.305) 

F.E.R. 

Saints who are hindered by social links do not get the benefit of ministry ... I am certain that if people are not free in regard to associations they will make no progress in divine things. 

I.S.O. 

You cannot help getting on the level of people you associate with. 

F.E.R. 

You cannot help being affected by them. Separation may appear hard with some people, but down here it is an absolute necessity for any one who is going on with God. The fact is this, I think God knows the world and the effect of influences upon His people better than we do, and he is wiser than we are, and so it is better to take the path He has indicated. 

F. E. Raven (Letters New Series, p.297) 
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