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PURITY

Joshua 2: 1–21; 1 John 3: 1–3; Ephesians 5: 25–27; Revelation 19: 6–8 

APG  I wondered if we could enquire into the subject of what is pure. One of the things that Paul exhorts the Philippians to be occupied with is “whatsoever things are pure”, Philippians 4: 8. I am encouraged by our brother’s hymn as to the pure light that comes from Christ in heaven. Everything that comes from God, from Christ, is pure, every word from God is pure. It is a feature that has to be worked out in the saints. The word as to the Lord Jesus on the mountain in Mark’s gospel is that “his garments became shining, exceeding white as snow, such as fuller on earth could not whiten them” (Mark 9: 3), referring to the purity that marked Christ; and He is seeking that feature to be marking the saints. We know that all that comes from heaven is entirely pure, suggesting what is free from any mixture. 

God has no pleasure in what is mixed; He delights in what is pure, pure affection for Christ is what is in mind. We read first of Rahab, a remarkable woman who comes in at the beginning of this book, one with whom we would not have associated purity, but she had stalks of flax laid out on the roof, suggesting purity and what is righteous. It refers to the work of God that had been brought about in this woman. It is an encouragement for us to consider what God does in His sovereign mercy in bringing in such a one, like the woman in John 4, and others we could think of. The flax was laid out on the roof for God to take account of. Rahab was marked by faith as referred to in the New Testament. 

In 1 John 3, the reference there is to the children of God as begotten of God in this scene. John refers to the hope that we have in Christ, “we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”. What a prospect for us, and the practical effect is that “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”. John brings these standards before us, which we may have thought were entirely beyond us, but that is the divine thought. 

In Ephesians 5 the love of Christ is prominent, in view of sanctifying and purifying the assembly. The assembly is the object of the love of Christ. He has given Himself for the assembly. His love is active and operating at the present time in view of the assembly being entirely for His pleasure, “that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things”. That is what the Lord has in mind that there should be an answer for Himself. 

In Revelation 19 there is a very attractive suggestion as to the marriage of the Lamb. The assembly here is the Lamb’s wife, one who has been faithful to Him and loyal to Him in times of suffering. The Lamb suggests the suffering One, and His wife is given to be clothed “in fine linen, bright and pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”. How much is included in that, righteous acts, everything that is done with love for Christ being the motive. This is going on at the present time, “his wife has made herself ready”. I thought we would be encouraged in thinking of these things. Do you think that would be profitable? 

JAG  I am sure it would. “Blessed the pure in heart, for they shall see God”, Matthew 5: 8. Do you think Rahab was seeing God in these people? What God had done at the Red Sea? but what they had done would be by the Spirit, the work of God in them was very manifest. 

APG  She had remarkable light as to what God had done, typical of the power of God, the death of Christ and the resurrection of Christ. As you say, what had been marked out in the people of God in overcoming the flesh, taking account of all that, possibly having even a greater appreciation of what God had done than some of the children of Israel; she had light from God, and she responded to that light too, laid hold of it in faith. That is how the glad tidings have come to us, is it not? 

JAG  I think it is quite a question for us, if we have overcome Sihon and Og? We are all very thankful for what God has done for us in delivering us from Egypt, but there are these two enemies who stand athwart us entering into the inheritance. 

APG  Yes, these two enemies refer to the flesh; we need the power of the Spirit to help us so that we might overcome. It was a great victory, they overcame these enemies. 

JAG  And the attractiveness of Joshua drawing us across, Christ in type? “This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel”, Joshua 3: 7. 

APG  It is remarkable that this chapter comes in before chapter 3, before they cross the Jordan, emphasising the great need of faith in us if we are to get into the enjoyment of the inheritance on the other side of death. Rahab had a knowledge of that in principle. 

JAG  You might question our faith but grace meets that. It strengthens us as we see what God is doing for them, and this Gentile woman who appears in the royal line morally in greatness. 

APG  She is not called Rahab the harlot in Matthew 1. It is very attractive how she is brought into the royal line. She received the spies, she had already received the glad tidings, and had to do with God. She had come to a judgment of her previous course. 

JAG  You might say she had a pure heart. 

APG  There is a word in Acts 15 I thought might help us, what Peter says about the Gentiles coming in, “the heart-knowing God bore them witness, giving them the Holy Spirit as to us also, and put no difference between us and them, having purified their hearts by faith”. Do you think that would express what is in Rahab? God had worked in her. 

GC  Do you think there is something for us to learn from Peter’s experience as to the sheet, “What God has cleansed, do not thou make common”, Acts 10: 15? 

APG  I think that is a helpful scripture. Peter needed help in Acts 10, but in chapter 15 

he was able to help others as God had helped him to see that what God had cleansed was not to be called common. God had been working in Rahab which resulted in her having these stalks of flax. 

GC  God cleansing is a remarkable thing, and I think in our histories we need to take account of that. It is not like the Old Testament scriptures, where there were lavers and so on which were typical things, but it is what God has cleansed. This affects us inwardly, do you think? 

APG  Yes, there is a sort of outward reproach attached to this woman, but before God she was cleansed. The spies were sent out to see the land but it was Rahab they found in Jericho, no doubt they were directed there by God. 

JAG  We cannot have purity apart from righteousness; hence the flax is important. 

APG  Yes, she had the stalks. The stalks of flax, as has often been said, is the raw material, not worked out into a garment at this stage although that would be in view. God could take account of the change in her. 

JAG  So it would become the fine linen. 

APG  Yes. 

EJM  In Romans 5 we are “justified on the principle of faith, we have peace” (Romans 5: 1), and along with that we are justified in view of another world; she hid the men. Our life is hid. 

APG  Yes, the principle of hiding comes into this chapter, hiding in the mountains too. The scripture you have referred to helps, “your life is hid with the Christ in God”, Colossians 3: 3. It is not any outward show or anything like that in the world. Our life is hid with the Christ in God. She did not perish with the unbelieving, but had faith, as it says in Hebrews. 

GBG  Is Cornelius a New Testament example, similar to Rahab in whom God had worked? He was not of the people of Israel; he feared God, he supplicated God, there was evidently a work of God there, do you think? 

APG  Yes, God had been working. There was something pure in Cornelius and those who were with him. What a work God has brought about in the Gentiles, those who were afar off, and had no right. It magnifies the sovereign mercy of God, and divine grace that we have known. 

RJC  Do we see how this was characterising her life? I was thinking of the scripture 

“the just shall live by faith” (Hebrews 10: 38); this was her life now. 

APG  She was completely changed. It says, “she dwelt in 

the midst of Israel to this day”, Joshua 6: 25. She was obviously maintained in it among the people of God and brought into the royal line. It was the principle of her life, the just shall live by faith”. 

JS  Peter, when he is addressing Cornelius, says “but in every nation he that fears him and works righteousness is acceptable to him”, Acts 10: 35. 

APG  So you are thinking of the stalks of flax which would suggest what was righteous. She was working with it, do you think? 

JS  I wondered that, “he that ... works righteousness”, and finally it comes in the scripture we read in Revelation, “the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints”. 

APG  The scripture in Revelation is not imputed righteousness, is it? We are clothed with divine righteousness as we put our trust in the Lord Jesus, but these righteousnesses are actual righteousnesses of the saints, speaking of the subjective answer in the saints. 

WWL  The first thing she says when she goes up to the roof is, “I know”, and in the next verse she says, “we have heard”, which I suppose would be in Jericho, but she had made it her own, she believed the report. 

APG  It was remarkable the knowledge she had of God, not knowing only the God of the earth but also the God of the heavens, “God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath”. She says, “I know that Jehovah has given you the land”. That knowledge had been worked out in her soul; she was no longer loyal to the king of Jericho. It really speaks of the household of faith at the present time. The world is under judgment but we are to be loyal to Christ and loyal to the people of God. 

AGM  Paul to the Philippians says, “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence, that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ’s day, being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness”, Philippians 1: 9, 10. You get a sense of that with Rahab, she had judged and approved the things that are more excellent. She would go over these things and yet she protects the spies; her life was really bound up with the spies. 

APG  Yes, that is a helpful word to bring in. I think being occupied with these heavenly things has a purifying effect on us, “in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ’s day”. 

AGM  That would really take us on to the last scripture that you read where the fine linen is produced, but it is something that is worked out now. I would like you to say some more as to that starting with the stalks of flax. 

APG  Well, as we were saying it is the raw material, and she was able to hide the spies using the stalks of flax. It was something that the world did not understand. The world has no appreciation of what is pure or what is righteous, so she is able to hide the spies. 

RG Rahab is in the secret of things. She says, “I know that Jehovah has given you the land”. 

APG  Yes, that is good. There is the secret side which is hidden entirely from the world. No doubt the other inhabitants of Jericho had heard about the Israelites too but they were unbelieving, as it says in Hebrews. What marked Rahab and those of her household were that they believed the word, and God was working out something in them that was for His pleasure. 

JS  Do you think the stalks of flax being laid out on the roof would show that the household was marked by this feature of righteousness? 

APG  Her house was on the wall, the strongest part of the city. God had that house in the world, a world that was under judgment; but there was a household there that was pleasing to Him, righteousness was appreciated. It was of Himself, the people of God were appreciated too, because later there is the scarlet line, the cord, that would be how the flax was used. 

ADM  You spoke about the raw material. Would that be a little like Romans 6, having got her freedom from sin she became a bondman to righteousness? Therefore when these spies came she recognised them, she had an immediate affinity with them. 

APG  Yes, she received them into her house; her outlook was towards the people, the children of Israel. She is really saying, “thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God”, as Ruth said (Ruth 1: 16). 

AGM  The background to this is darkness, speaking as to a darkness that characterises the world in which we live, but in the midst of that there is that going on with the believer that is totally different, and it is seen from heaven. It is hidden from what is public. 

APG  Jericho represents the world as a hindrance to coming into the land. It was a great victory when the children overcame Jericho. The household of faith were saved, they had light as opposed to the darkness. 

AGM  We sometimes say the circumstances are not so easy as they were earlier on, but that is no excuse. I was thinking of Mr. Otsing’s hymn, how he felt the darkness. He was working out something in his soul on this line. 

APG  Yes, very good. 

JAG  Receiving the spies in peace shows where her affinities were. They were not with Jericho; although sad to say, when they did overcome Jericho one of the brethren had affinities there, a bar of gold, silver and a Babylonish garment. 

APG  Yes, that is right. Rahab’s affinities were with the people of God, she became a traitor to her own people. She not only had faith, but she was faithful to the agreement she made with the spies. 

JAG  She was influential, her whole house, her father’s house, were all saved. 

APG  Yes, for all those who came in through the door, that was the place of safety. 

AMB  Does what you are bringing before us as to purity establish a moral consistency between the saints on the earth as we see Rahab here, and the moral standard, if you could use that expression, that God has and looks for, because really what is pure is not mixed; it comes from a pure source. God is the source of what is pure. 

APG  James says, “the wisdom from above first is pure”, James 3: 17. Everything that comes from God is entirely pure. What you say is right, that we are to be morally in accord with God and free from any mixture. The enemy is always ready to bring the first man in, some mixture of the first man. 

AMB  I think that is helpful, what is entirely according to God. Jeremiah said, “if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth”, Jeremiah 15: 19. That is something that God can associate Himself with, the precious taken out from the vile. 

APG  I think Rahab would be precious, as responding to the glad tidings. The glad tidings themselves are pure—pure blessing for men. 

GBG  Speaking about her affinity with the people of God, do you think we pass from death to life as in John’s epistle? That causes that affinity, you know what life really is, passing from death to life if you love the brethren, for you need the brethren for the enjoyment of the heavenly portion. 

APG  I think it is a mark of purity, loving the brethren. There is a verse which says, “Having purified your souls by obedience to the truth to unfeigned brotherly love, love one another out of a pure heart fervently”, 1 Peter 1: 22. That confirms what you say, that loving one another is a feature of purity and righteousness; it is a divine work. 

EJM  Lydia was pure, the fact that she said, “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord”, Acts 16: 15. She was not mixed up, she was pure. Her allegiance was to the Lord. She attended to the things spoken by Paul. Things get opened up as we have the Lord before us. 

APG  Yes, that is a good example. She received what Paul said, “a pure heart”. In Philippians it says, “pure and without offence”, Philippians 1: 10. There is the side of what God is doing, “having purified their hearts by faith” (Acts 15: 9), but there is also our side, “by obedience to the truth”. That would be our side. Lydia was obedient to the word. 

JB  It is the effect of the gospel really. The heart of man is enmity against God and desperately wicked, but the gospel 

brings in a new heart, a pure heart. 

APG  Yes, that is what God has in mind for us. Our hearts are not pure naturally. 

JB  Our brother said that purity is from God. One scripture even says, “the heavens are not pure in his sight” (Job.15: 15), so that we have to go back to God for purity. 

APG  I think it is a feature that is especially to mark the present time, the time of breakdown, “those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”, 2 Timothy 2: 22. In these days when there is so much mixture, the Lord is looking for pure hearts, speaking of love for Himself. 

AdB  Do you think Philippians 4 comes into what you are saying? “For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are noble, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure”, Philippians 4: 8. He mentions some other things, “What ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me”, something that was there in Paul and there was a line that we can follow through. This cord becomes a thread, then it becomes a line. It changes, does it not? 

APG  Yes, there is strength in the cord which is able to let the men down. There is strength in purity and righteousness. That is a helpful scripture that you refer to. Paul would have us to be engaged with these things, our occupation, and they are to have a practical effect on us. Mr James Taylor said of that scripture that there are more good things to be occupied with than bad things. That would take us to our next scripture. The children of God in 1 John 3 are to be purified. It says, “And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”. What a standard that is, Christ as He is in His present place. That is where our occupation is to be. There is a practical effect of being engaged with Christ and having that hope in our hearts. 

JAG  Are we ready for the manifestation, which I suppose is the appearing? 

APG  Yes, “what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him”. That will be a very blessed thing to be actually like Christ. Can you help us more? 

JAG  It certainly involves a change of body, but then the purity proceeding as we purify ourselves means we will become more characteristically like Christ. That would be in your mind, would it, so that the features of the children of God, the family of God, are manifested among the brethren? 

APG  These features include being “harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God”, Philippians 2: 15. These are the features of Christ that will come about, purifying ourselves, even as He is pure. What pleasure God has in His children down here! 

JAG  Paul speaks about the life of Jesus being manifested; that is what it would be. 

APG  Yes, very good. 

EJM  Paul brings in the crown of righteousness which appears to be collective, do you think? He says, “Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing”, 2 Timothy 4: 8. 

APG  So we seek to be here as persons who are loving His appearing, owning His rights at the present time. 

AMB  I was just thinking that every one of us knows to some extent in ourselves that if we are thinking about the Lord Jesus, then that is morally purifying, because we cannot have thoughts of the Lord Jesus in our minds and something that is impure; that is a moral impossibility. Do you think it is a refuge for the believer, that if our minds are distracted by things, we can seek the help of the Spirit to be occupied by Christ? I know that this scripture is particularly referring to the hope of His appearing, but just to have the Person before us, and in our thoughts and our affections excludes what is impure. 

APG  That is right what you say. This would be the fruit of the Spirit’s operations; the Spirit would occupy us with Christ and keep that hope burning brightly in our affections, and the practical result is that we are purified. 

AMB  There might be young people here who find things in their minds or in their affections that they worry about, but 

the antidote to it is to appeal to the Spirit to occupy us with the Lord Jesus, with Christ. Is that right? 

APG  Yes, that is helpful for us. 

JS  I think this works out as being occupied with Christ, we have this hope before us of being like Him. It causes exercise to be like Him now, purifying ourselves “even as he is pure”. That is to become characteristic of us. 

APG  I think it is very attractive that as we are occupied with Him, that we have a desire to be like Him. These features are to be worked out in us, but I think it is right to have a desire for it because the Lord will bless that, and there will be a result. It is something that the world does not understand anything about. Just like Rahab, the world did not understand. 

JS  It is a wonderful example that is set before us, “even as he is pure”. 

APG  We have referred to Mark 9, “his garments became shining, exceeding white as snow, such as fuller on earth could not whiten them (Mark 9: 3). It is entirely above what is on the earth, what is earthly. Infinite purity marks Christ, and to become like Him would be an exercise for us. 

JS  This is a word to every one who has this hope in Christ. It comes down to each one individually, do you think? 

APG  Do you think this would operate inwardly, and outwardly too, so that our associations would be pure? It says of the Lord that He was undefiled, separated from sinners (Hebrews 7: 26). 

JS  Following the matter of purifying ourselves from associations in 2 Corinthians 6, it goes on to say, “let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit”, 2 Corinthians 7: 1. That would involve both the outward and the inward. 

APG  Yes, that is helpful. It says, “Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves”. There is an incentive, God is to dwell among us, to be a Father to us, and we are to be sons and daughters. How attractive it is in having these promises, we are to have the practical exercise of being purified in view of what is pleasing to Him. 

JAG  It is quite searching as to how much we really know of the Lord’s actual presence because that is where we derive these features. 

APG  Yes, so that it is in His company that we take on His features. Help us more as to that. 

JAG  

‘Yet sure, if in Thy presence 

My soul still constant were, 

Mine eye would, more familiar, 

Its brighter glories bear’. (Hymn 51) 

We know about it but to be actually in the Lord’s presence is an exercise. 

AGM  “Even as he is pure”, refers to Christ where He is, and as He is. It is not exactly as He was down here. We had no link with Him when He was down here. Do you think occupation with Christ in glory really brings out this feature? 

APG  That is helpful to say that, even as He is pure, it is where He is and we shall be like Him, we shall see Him as He is. That is our hope. It is not as He was in flesh and blood. 

GBG  John is saying “every one”. Paul said to Timothy “Keep thyself pure”, 1 Timothy 5: 22. Responsibility comes into it, does it not? We are responsible to be occupied with what is right. The Spirit helps us in our faith in that way, but then the setting of the scripture in Timothy, “Keep thyself pure” means pure in the sense of keeping these things without prejudice, doing nothing by favour. It is our inward motives, but it is seen outwardly. Motives are a great test, are they not? 

APG  So it is love out of a pure heart. A pure heart would refer to our motives. God’s heart is towards us in the way of pure blessing, and our hearts are to be pure. The motive is pure affection for Christ, and that would work out in affection for the saints, and love for the truth too. 

JAG  I think the greatest impurity that we have to contend with is ourselves. Our brother speaks about young people but old people are affected as well. 

APG  I suppose as long as we are here we need to be maintained in self-judgment. 

SD  I wondered if we could get help as to the link between purity and sanctification. 

APG  Well, that comes into Ephesians. “Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word”. A brother drew our attention to sanctification recently; it means a setting apart for God’s purposes. I think purifying would flow from that, that there might be nothing out of accord with the divine thought, “no spot, or wrinkle”, so that we might be in complete correspondence to Christ. This is the assembly in Ephesians 5. Can you help as to it? 

SD  The scripture that came to mind is in Hebrews, “the sanctified and the sanctifier are all of one”. I just wondered if that would have a bearing. 

APG  It is the result of His death there. I think that is a very attractive view of His death in Ephesians 5. He “has delivered himself up for it”, for the assembly. I suppose it is a view of the death of Christ that we are occupied with at the Lord’s supper. 

JS  I am impressed with this from the standpoint of the service of the love of Christ, what goes on by way of ministry coming from Him; it has this effect of purifying by “the washing of water by the word”. It is a very important feature in ministry because it has a preventative effect. 

APG  It is the love of Christ that is behind it. It is sometimes linked with John 13 where the Lord was serving His own in love, “having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”, John 13: 1. He washed their feet there in view of having part with Him. It is to prevent any defilement so that the word is important and it would affect our minds and intelligence. 

JAG  Holy as to nature and blameless as to action. It is exactly what He is. 

APG  “That it might be holy and blameless”. Would you say more as to that? It comes into chapter 1 but it is to mark the assembly, is it not? 

JAG  It is a very practical matter. Holiness as to nature is a characteristic, and blamelessness as to action, and the effect of the word in purification has that in mind; and so he says it is glorious, morally great. 

APG  So it is to correspond with Himself. 

JS  “That he might present the assembly to himself”; it would be in every way in correspondence with Himself and suitable to Himself, presentable to Himself. 

APG  So it is what is for His own heart. There is to be no spot or wrinkle, or any of such things that would spoil what was for Him. 

JAG  Practically there should be nothing unsuitable to Christ. Presenting the assembly to Himself means that the assembly shall be absolutely in accord with Himself, as you have read in Revelation 19. Currently there should be a representation of Christ in these features. 

We are weak and so forth, but these features are there at least in measure. 

APG  Yes, so this is going on now, the Lord is doing this now, serving the assembly by the washing of the water. The water would suggest what had come from His side. It flowed from His death, the blood and water; this is the water, washing of water by the word. 

JAG  He is doing it in this meeting now. 

APG  Yes. 

AMB  What you say as to the death of Christ and the water which came from His side is very important. 

APG  We are often reminded that the blood is in view of our eternal salvation, but there is the ongoing need of the water, the washing. The water would be pure, what comes from His death would be entirely pure. The washing of water by the word is in view of the assembly being suitable for Himself. 

AMB  What you say I feel is absolutely right and it is very important. It is something in our souls when we come to it that Christ’s death and His blood-shedding has secured me for Himself for ever, because He has carried the guilt and burden of my sins; but as well as that He has taken away the kind of man, the people that we are, and God has in mind a completely different kind of man, the Man that He saw in Christ. The application of the water really means aligning ourselves with God’s view. God’s moral assessment of that, would you say? 

APG  So do you think this would have in view that we are subject? The setting here is regarding husbands and wives. It says, “Christ also loved the assembly”. How unselfish He was, giving Himself, unselfishly serving the saints in love; but our side would be, as the word comes to us, that we are subject to it. 

JD  Would the washing of water by the word include living and current ministry as it comes to us? The section further up begins with “Christ is head of the assembly”, something precious in His current service to us, do you think? 

APG  I think that is going on currently, especially as you say, in the current ministry that comes to us, living, spiritual ministry maintained in the power of the Spirit. The question would be as to how much we answer to it, how much we open our hearts to it and allow it to have an effect, this cleansing effect, do you think? The Lord’s supper would help us, being occupied with the Lord’s love. We are reminded of it each week, “even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”. As we are occupied with Christ and His love it would have a purifying effect with us. 

RG There is an answer to Him, “that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things”. It is the assembly, what is pure to His own heart, it is of Him. 

APG  Yes, there is no spot or wrinkle, there is no aging. Freshness is maintained, spots would be what is out of keeping with His mind, “or any of such things”. It is a glorious vessel. 

JAG  It says, “Husbands, love your own wives”. It has to be worked out in households. 

APG  It is very practical. Husbands loving their own wives, it is unselfishness, as seen in Christ. Love for Christ would be subjection. 

JS  “For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it”. That would be the operation of His love, “even as also the Christ the assembly”. Then it comes down to the working out of this truth in our households, does it not? 

APG  Yes, so our households are to reflect what is said as to Christ and the assembly. It is an everyday matter, the operation of love in the household. 

AdB  You think of the cleansing or the sanctifying of the water, but there is the sanctifying of the blood, “Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood” (Hebrews 13: 12), so there is the water and the blood, both have a sanctifying effect, do you think? 

APG  It is in view of Him having His people for Himself; both the blood and the water come into that. 

JS  The blood has the effect of clearing us judicially, the water has the effect of cleansing us morally. 

APG  Yes, that is a helpful way to put it. Perhaps we could get some help on Revelation 19, it says, “the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready”. It is the side of our faithfulness. There is what the love of Christ is providing as we had in Ephesians, the love of Christ sanctifying and purifying the assembly, but here it is the answer to the sufferings; He is the Lamb and there is the Lamb’s wife. 

JAG  She is equal to this in responsibility, she has made herself ready; she has done it. 

APG  That is worked out at the present time, in faithfulness and loyalty to Him. 

JAG  Yes, exactly, she is in accord with the Spirit, so that the Spirit and the bride say “Come”. 

APG  Yes, very good. 

GC  How does that work out as to Genesis 24, or is that another application altogether? It says “she became his wife”, Genesis 24: 67. I was thinking as to the activities of the Spirit. 

APG  Yes, that is the wilderness journey. The Spirit, in type, had occupied Rebecca’s heart with Isaac. She sprang off the camel; she was ready for Isaac. I suppose that is the wife there, it is not the bride. It suggests faithfulness at the present time, the time of Christ being rejected here. 

GC  In verse 58 it is, “Wilt thou go with this man?”. These are things which we have experiences of in our histories, both individually and collectively. So that eventually there is the being brought into the tent and becoming his wife. 

APG  She did not allow anything natural to hinder her. She was not hindered by what was natural, which is probably the biggest hindrance to us. 

AGM  Is there the continuation of the sufferings of Christ now, not the atoning sufferings, but the suffering character that is seen in the wife; she has made herself ready, she is fully suitable to Christ, an answer to His sufferings? 

APG  Yes, that suggests that the Lamb’s wife is in a time of suffering now. Paul suffered and this is what was in his heart that there should be an answer for Christ. The Philippians suffered too. It all comes into the formation of the Lamb’s wife and that continues at the present time. 

JS  It comes down to the detail of what is worked out day by day in our lives, “the righteousnesses of the saints”. It is the practical working out of righteousness day by day, so we have to suffer for righteousness sake. 

APG  So there is a cost at the present time in being righteous, it involves suffering too at the present time. These “righteousnesses of the saints” can be quite small things. Mr. Coates said every time we pray it is an act of righteousness, also coming to the Lord’s supper and coming to the meetings (see C. A. Coates ‘Outline of Revelation’ pp199, 200). These simple things are all included in “the righteousnesses of the saints”. It has all been woven into the garment. 

JAG  We are to pursue righteousness. 

APG  Yes, “with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”, 2 Timothy 2: 22. There are others that we can go on with that are available to us. 

JAG  “Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land”, Proverbs 31: 23. 

APG  Are you speaking of the woman of worth? She is helpful to us, how faithful she was in the absence of her husband. 

JS  Reference has been made to 2 Timothy 2, “pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. It defines where we find our companionship, does it not? 

APG  Yes, I think it all comes into this purity, who are our companions, our friends. Any friendship with the world is bound to defile us but finding our companionship among the saints walking thus would be helpful to us on this line. 

ALMcK  It also says in 2 Timothy 2, “shall have purified himself from these”, that is linked with the thought of the purging out, is it not? Do you think it would also involve the difficult exercises of reduction? In Malachi it speaks of the refiner and the purifier of silver (Malachi 3: 3). 

APG  The Lord is doing that in what He is passing us through, what comes to us in the way of discipline and testing. It is all in view of this purifying work, refinement in the saints in view of this garment being produced; it is being produced now. 

ALMcK  It is with a view to something distinctive being arrived at, do you think? 

APG  Yes, the purifier of silver is looking for his own image, looking for what is in correspondence to himself. I think it has a special place at the present time, when things are so mixed outwardly, but God finds pleasure in going on with what is pure. 

ADM  One of the things that it says in Proverbs 31 is that “she laugheth at the coming day” (Proverbs 31: 25). I was thinking of the joy that there is here, “Let us rejoice and exult” (Revelation 19: 7); it is bright and pure. There is something very triumphant being worked out in the assembly at the present time, something glorious. 

APG  So this comes just after the judgment of what is false, Babylon. Babylon has been judged, the great victory, and now it is the marriage of the Lamb. It is helpful what you say, the joy that marked the woman of worth. She seeks the wool and the flax and works it willingly with her hands. This is being worked out now in a practical way. 

AMB  I was just wondering as to these acts of righteousnesses that the brethren are speaking about; it has been very helpful, what has come in in the matter of prayer for example, or coming to a meeting, all of that has been observed by heaven. 

APG  Yes, that has all been taken account of, all adding to this garment that will be there to adorn the Lamb’s wife. 

AMB  It is being woven together. We are not exactly doing that, we might be providing some threads to be woven in, but the end result is that there is a substantial and formed answer worked out experimentally and in substance to Christ Himself, to His image. 

APG  “It was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure”. It is very distinctive, it is the product of her own righteousnesses. 

JS  Have you any thought about the fact that this clothing was given to her? 

APG  I would be glad to hear what you have to say about it. 

JS  Do you think it is a great encouragement to us to know that heaven is taking account of things being worked out in relation to this great vessel that is going to be an answer to Christ? 

APG  Yes, I think that is an encouragement; heaven is taking account of the smallest detail. I think these righteousnesses would be mostly small things, not great exploits, just simply everyday going on in faithfulness to Christ, and doing what is pleasing to Him in affection for Him. It is really love that is behind it, love for Christ. The Lord speaks of the woman in Luke 7, one who would be like Rahab. He commends the actions that she did for Him, she washed His feet and so on. All these actions would be the “righteousnesses of the saints”. 

KW  You have mentioned 2 Timothy 2 several times, and it refers to what is “serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work”. The work could be small or great but it is in view of what is for Him. 

APG  The good work is really for Him. He says of one, “she has wrought a good work toward me” (Matthew 26: 10); what makes much of Him. 

KW  Is it part of the preparation of “made herself ready”? 

APG  Yes, that is helpful. 

AGM  Is there some correspondence with what is bright and pure, and the Lord’s garments on the mount of transfiguration? I wondered if there was a link there. 

APG  Well, I am sure there is answer in that the Lamb’s wife is to be suitable to Himself. In Him it is particularly distinctive, it is infinite. We are creatures, but there is still what is pleasing to Him, and answers in correspondence to Himself. 

AGM  Yes, so that she is not in any way lesser to Him, she is equal to Him as a Man in that way. He is ever distinct, but she is not in any way in a lower standard; she is equal to Him. 

APG  She is suitable to be at His side at the marriage, at the marriage of the Lamb. 

JAG  It is in correspondence to the One who is able to open the book and break its seal. 

APG  You are referring to Revelation 5, the Lamb standing as slain. All through this book we read of the Lamb, the features that mark the Lamb and there are those who follow the Lamb. They are the features that are being worked out now in the saints. 

JAG  No one has taken her crown, that is the present day. 

GBG  Paul says, “will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Philippians 1: 6. There would be a link with this and Christ’s day. The features of that Man will be manifested in the wife. 

APG  Christ’s day is the day of display, what will be displayed in the assembly. 

GBG  And it is complete in regard to that day, “being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness”, Philippians 1: 11. We are tested every day and a number of times every day. Am I going to do what is right or wrong? The thought is completeness in regard to righteousness. There is glory to God out of that, if there is completeness in that line. 
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Scripture references

Joshua 2:1-21 (JND) [1] And Joshua the son of Nun sent from Shittim two spies secretly, saying, Go, see the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into a harlot's house, named Rahab, and they lay down there. [2] And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, men have come hither to-night from the children of Israel to search out the land. [3] And the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that have come to thee, who have come into thy house: for they have come to search out all the land. [4] And the woman had taken and concealed the two men; and she said, Yes, the men did come unto me, but I knew not whence they were; [5] and it came to pass when the gate had to be closed, at dark, that the men went out: I know not whither the men have gone. Pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. [6] But she had taken them up to the roof, and secreted them under the stalks of flax, which she had laid out on the roof. [7] And the men pursued after them the way to the Jordan, to the fords; and when they who pursued after them had gone out, they closed the gate. [8] And before they had lain down, she went up to them upon the roof; [9] and said to the men, I know that Jehovah has given you the land, and that the dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you. [10] For we have heard that Jehovah dried up the waters of the Red sea before you when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and to Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. [11] We heard [of it], and our heart melted, and there remained no more spirit in any man because of you; for Jehovah your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. [12] And now, I pray you, swear to me by Jehovah, since I have dealt kindly with you, that ye will also deal kindly with my father's house, and give me a certain sign, …

1 John 3:1-3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

Ephesians 5:25-27 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

Revelation 19:6-8 (JND) [6] And I heard as a voice of a great crowd, and as a voice of many waters, and as a voice of strong thunders, saying, Hallelujah, for [the] Lord our God the Almighty has taken to himself kingly power. [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready. [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Philippians 4:8 (JND) [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things.

Mark 9:3 (JND) [3] and his garments became shining, exceeding white [as snow], such as fuller on earth could not whiten [them].

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

1 John 3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure. …

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Matthew 5:8 (JND) [8] Blessed the pure in heart, for *they* shall see God.

Joshua 3:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah said to Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that as I was with Moses, so will I be with thee.

Matthew 1 (JND) [1] Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham. [2] Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob, and Jacob begat Juda and his brethren; [3] and Juda begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom, and Esrom begat Aram, …

Acts 15 (JND) [1] And certain persons, having come down from Judaea, taught the brethren, If ye shall not have been circumcised according to the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved. [2] A commotion therefore having taken place, and no small discussion on the part of Paul and Barnabas against them, they arranged that Paul and Barnabas, and certain others from amongst them, should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. [3] They therefore, having been set on their way by the assembly, passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, relating the conversion of [those of] the nations. And they caused great joy to all the brethren. …

Acts 10:15 (JND) [15] And [there was] a voice again the second time to him, What God has cleansed, do not *thou* make common.

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 5:1 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ;

Colossians 3:3 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.

Hebrews 10:38 (JND) [38] But the just shall live by faith; and, if he draw back, my soul does not take pleasure in him.

Joshua 6:25 (JND) [25] And Joshua saved alive Rahab the harlot, and her father's household, and all that she had, and she dwelt in the midst of Israel to this day; because she hid the messengers whom Joshua had sent to spy out Jericho.

Acts 10:35 (JND) [35] but in every nation he that fears him and works righteousness is acceptable to him.

Philippians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence, [10] that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ's day,

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Ruth 1:16 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God;

James 3:17 (JND) [17] But the wisdom from above first is pure, then peaceful, gentle, yielding, full of mercy and good fruits, unquestioning, unfeigned.

Jeremiah 15:19 (JND) [19] Therefore thus saith Jehovah: If thou return, then will I bring thee again, thou shalt stand before me; and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth. Let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them.

1 Peter 1:22 (JND) [22] Having purified your souls by obedience to the truth to unfeigned brotherly love, love one another out of a pure heart fervently;

Acts 16:15 (JND) [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us.

Philippians 1:10 (JND) [10] that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ's day,

Acts 15:9 (JND) [9] and put no difference between us and them, having purified their hearts by faith.

Job 15:15 (JND) [15] Behold, he putteth no trust in his holy ones, and the heavens are not pure in his sight:

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Philippians 4 (JND) [1] So that, my brethren, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, thus stand fast in [the] Lord, beloved. [2] I exhort Euodia, and exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in [the] Lord; [3] yea, I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them, who have contended along with me in the glad tidings, with Clement also, and my other fellow-labourers, whose names [are] in [the] book of life. …

Philippians 4:8 (JND) [8] For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things [are] true, whatsoever things [are] noble, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are] pure, whatsoever things [are] amiable, whatsoever things [are] of good report; if [there be] any virtue and if any praise, think on these things.

1 John 3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure. …

Philippians 2:15 (JND) [15] that ye may be harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in [the] world,

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Mark 9 (JND) [1] And he said to them, Verily I say unto you, There are some of those standing here that shall not taste death until they shall have seen the kingdom of God come in power. [2] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter and James and John, and takes them up on a high mountain by themselves apart. And he was transfigured before them: [3] and his garments became shining, exceeding white [as snow], such as fuller on earth could not whiten [them]. …

Mark 9:3 (JND) [3] and his garments became shining, exceeding white [as snow], such as fuller on earth could not whiten [them].

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

2 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] But [as] fellow-workmen, we also beseech that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:) [3] giving no manner of offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed; …

2 Corinthians 7:1 (JND) [1] Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in God's fear.

1 Timothy 5:22 (JND) [22] Lay hands quickly on no man, nor partake in others' sins. Keep thyself pure.

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Hebrews 13:12 (JND) [12] Wherefore also Jesus, that he might sanctify the people by his own blood, suffered without the gate:

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:67 (JND) [67] And Isaac led her into his mother Sarah's tent; and he took Rebecca, and she became his wife, and he loved her. And Isaac was comforted after [the death of] his mother.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Proverbs 31:23 (JND) [23] Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Malachi 3:3 (JND) [3] And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Proverbs 31:25 (JND) [25] Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laugheth [at] the coming day.

Revelation 19:7 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Matthew 26:10 (JND) [10] But Jesus knowing [it] said to them, Why do ye trouble the woman? for she has wrought a good work toward me.

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

Philippians 1:11 (JND) [11] being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness, which [is] by Jesus Christ, to God's glory and praise.



EXTRACTS

But all this is really, not only moral glory, but it is a moral wonder—marvellous how the pen that was held by a human hand could ever have delineated such beauties. We are to account for it, as has been observed before and by others, only by its being a truth, a living reality. We are shut up to that blessed necessity. Still further, as we go on with this blessed truth, it is written, “Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man”. Our words should prove themselves as thus, always with grace, by ministering good to others, “grace to the hearers”. This, however, will often be in the pungency of admonition or rebuke; and at times with decision or severity, even with indignation and zeal; and thus they will be “seasoned with salt”, as the scripture speaks. And having these fine qualities, being gracious and yet salted, they will bear witness that we know how to answer every man. 

Among all other forms of it, the Lord Jesus illustrated this form of moral perfectness. He knew how to answer every man, as with words which were always to his soul’s profit, whether men would hear, or whether they would forbear; but at times seasoned, nay, seasoned highly with salt. 

Thus, in answering inquiries, he did not so much purpose to satisfy them, as to reach the conscience or the condition of the inquirer. 

In his silence, or refusal to answer at all, when he stood before the Jew or the Gentile at the end, before either the 

priests, or Pilate, or Herod, we can trace the same perfect fitness as we do in his words or answers; witnessing to God, that at least One among the sons of men knew “a time to keep silence, and a time to speak”. 

Great variety in his very tone and manner also presents itself in all this; and all this variety, minute as it was as well as great, was part of this fragrance before God. Sometimes his word was gentle, sometimes peremptory; sometimes he reasons; sometimes he rebukes at once; and sometimes conducts calm reasoning up to the heated point of solemn condemnation; for it is the moral of the occasion he always weighs. 

J. G. Bellett (‘The Moral Glory of the Lord Jesus Christ’, pp.38, 39) Paul says, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all” (1 Timothy 4: 15); that is a progressive believer. The things occupy your mind; you are well kept and enriched. It is a sort of treasure, anything that is formed. Then in chapter 12: 16 it says, “Now his disciples knew not these things at the first”, that is when He rode into the city on the colt, “but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of him”. Here in chapter 12 it is not simply when He was risen, but “when Jesus was glorified”. There is a progressive thought, adding to the faith of the disciples. They are progressive believers. 

WHW  Does it begin with zeal for this house? Does all begin from this? 

JT  I think that is where the disciples are brought into it, discerning the Lord as acting in zeal. It is a very important thing to get a brother acting in zeal for the house of God. 

JCS  The Lord would bring out these two truths in us very fully. 

WHW  Would the Lord meet every need in the disciples in what comes out? 

JT  The truth is the Lord went on; He was believed on. The disciples held the truth in their souls; it is a progressive feature, I mean a progressive believer characteristically. 

WHW  Zeal would cost us something. Does the Lord meet us in that way? 

JT  You come into contact with a certain class of brethren and you come into reproach if you are too zealous for the house of God. That was the issue at Bethesda—the question of the house of God. The house of God is never local—it is always a general thought, and what had to be contended for then was that what happens in one locality has a universal bearing. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 97, p.278) 

We were remarking today about Jehu, the one who executed the judgment of God; he met with Jehonadab, and said, “Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?” Jehonadab said, “It is”, 2 Kings 10: 15. Well now, I believe that about you, that your hearts are right, because fellowship is not simply that we have agreed in regard of doctrine. It is really a question of heart. Is your heart right with my heart, and is my heart right with your heart, and both our hearts right with the Lord’s heart? That is the circle of fellowship. Jehonadab says, ‘My heart is right with your heart. I am with you’. So Jehu gave him his hand and took him up to him in his chariot. I apprehend that is our position, in this sense, we are together with pure hearts, with hearts that are true to each other as they are to Christ. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 94, pp.123, 124) 
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Scripture references

1 Timothy 4:15 (JND) [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all.

2 Kings 10:15 (JND) [15] And he departed thence, and found Jehonadab the son of Rechab [coming] to meet him; and he greeted him, and said to him, Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? And Jehonadab said, It is. If it be, give [me] thy hand. And he gave [him] his hand; and [Jehu] took him up to him into the chariot,
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