
Notes of Ministry - 624 - November 2024

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






CHRIST AS MODEL IN DOING THE FATHER’S WILL


Hebrews 10:7-10,14;  Colossians 1:9,10;  Romans 12:1,2

 

I have been contemplating, dear brethren, the wonderful model we have in the Lord Jesus, particularly in the way He accomplished the Father’s will.  He says elsewhere, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me”, John 4:34.

The passage we have read says, “Lo, I come ... to do ... thy will”.  Let us contemplate all that that involved for the Lord Jesus.  There was not any question of a partial satisfying of God’s will, but in every movement of every day, fulfilling the will of God was Christ’s paramount and abiding desire.  It must of course be as Man that He did that.  He came down here specifically in view of carrying out God’s will.  The end of it was the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  It would surely affect our hearts and our spirits that the Lord Jesus was so set to do God’s will, not as a matter of command exactly, but in love, and that has a great effect.  The way that He did the Father’s will has an effect on us, because it says, “by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all”.

Where I read in verse 14, the scripture says: “For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified”.  This refers to what God has made us.  It is not what we have striven for, what we might desire to be, but it is what God has made us, and what the Lord Jesus has brought us to by His supreme example of fulfilling the will of the Father.  I do not know that I can say much about it.  It is something that would affect our hearts and our affections, so that we should be here too for the will of the Father.  May we know what that will is, and that we have been acted on by God through the work of the Lord Jesus.  We have been justified through His blood and we have been sanctified through the giving of His body.  It is a wonderful thing to contemplate what the Lord has done to each one of us.

In the epistle to Colossians, the apostle’s desire for the saints there is that they: “may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so as to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing”.  How we would each desire to be like that, to be filled with the full knowledge of His will and to walk worthily of the Lord.  It should make us examine every facet of our lives, and to ask whether what we do, what we say, and what we are is walking worthily of the Lord and acceptable to Him.  That would be so when we are walking according to God’s will as our Master did.  

In Romans, the scripture speaks about what we are brought to: “that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”.  It suggests that we are to be ready to accept certain things which are difficult, which naturally we would rebel against, happenings in our lives which are difficult; but we are to see them as indicating “the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”.  We are not here to do our own wills, but we are here for Him.  We are here to please the Lord, and I am sure that would be the desire of every one of us.  There is so much that the Lord has done for us which we have no real input into, but then there is to be an answer in us to Him, in affection and in the desire to be here in accordance with His will.

 

I trust that these few thoughts might encourage us, for His name’s sake.

 

Word in meeting for ministry, Maidstone

20 February 2024

 

Keith May

 

 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 10:7-14 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will. [8] Above, saying Sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou willedst not, neither tookest pleasure in (which are offered according to the law); [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second; [10] by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. [11] And every priest stands daily ministering, and offering often the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. [12] But *he*, having offered one sacrifice for sins, sat down in perpetuity at [the] right hand of God, [13] waiting from henceforth until his enemies be set [for the] footstool of his feet. [14] For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified.

Hebrews 10:7-14 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will. [8] Above, saying Sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou willedst not, neither tookest pleasure in (which are offered according to the law); [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second; [10] by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. [11] And every priest stands daily ministering, and offering often the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. [12] But *he*, having offered one sacrifice for sins, sat down in perpetuity at [the] right hand of God, [13] waiting from henceforth until his enemies be set [for the] footstool of his feet. [14] For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified.

Colossians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] For this reason *we* also, from the day we heard [of your faith and love], do not cease praying and asking for you, to the end that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, [10] [so as] to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God;

Colossians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] For this reason *we* also, from the day we heard [of your faith and love], do not cease praying and asking for you, to the end that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, [10] [so as] to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God;

Colossians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] For this reason *we* also, from the day we heard [of your faith and love], do not cease praying and asking for you, to the end that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, [10] [so as] to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God;

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.



THE SAME UNCHANGING GOD


Job 42:1-6,12 (to “beginning”);  Hebrews 1; 13:8;  Isaiah 32:1,2;  Revelation 21:1-3

A few months ago, I heard someone recounting an interview that he had had with a famous man.  He asked that man what the key to his success was, and the answer given was ‘Compromise, compromise, and compromise’.  It was an arresting description of the world in which we live.  Man’s systems, commerce, and indeed every aspect of man’s life away from God, can only be maintained by compromise.  But it brought joy to my heart that I know the One in whom there is no compromise, and there never will be, and I know the world that is His.  I would like to speak about that. 

Whilst we are left in this world, we can take account of the beauty of God’s creation.  In this passage in the book of Job, in which God answers Job (and Job’s friends), God draws from the perfection of creation.  I was struck by that: God speaks about the foundations of the world, He speaks about the plants and the animal kingdom, and about all that He had created.  God had heard Job and his friends going through all sorts of reasonings.  We do not know how long that took; scripture does not tell us – it may have been a matter of days, or months, or even a year that Job was in that sad condition.  But at the end, out of a whirlwind, God speaks with power to him.  I encourage you to read those last five chapters of the book in the light of God speaking in His power to a man.  God illustrates His power to Job, drawing from all the animals He had made, describing even the sinews of the animals He had set on the earth – a work in which was no compromise.  It left Job with a very deep impression, “I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine”.  I desire that we should lay hold of that.  I trust everyone here knows the One of whom it can be said “thou canst do everything, and … canst be hindered in no thought of thine.”  

There are many things we can say as to God.  We know that God is love.  Has God’s love been compromised in any way?  No, it could not be!  We know God is holy, an absolute statement as to the perfection of God.  He is holy; He cannot look upon sin; He is a holy God and He is a righteous God:

‘The perfect righteousness of God

Is witnessed in the Saviour’s blood …

God could not pass the sinner by, 

Justice demands that he should die;

But in the cross of Christ we see

How God can save, yet righteous be.’                                     Hymn 357

God’s righteousness will never be compromised; it cannot be.  He is a gracious God, He is a merciful God, He is a faithful God.  I could not list all the attributes of God.  It is good for us to lay hold of these things in the knowledge that they are perfect in God.  We know God’s love and mercy through our Lord Jesus Himself.  God is the God of peace; He is the God of glory.  I trust each one of us knows for ourselves the God of whom these things are absolutely true.  That stands in contrast to the world around us, and to what we find within ourselves.  

Another hymn says:

 ‘Thou Giver of all good!’    Hymn 1

It all comes from God.  James tells us that “Every good gift and every perfect gift comes down from above, from the Father of lights”, Jas.1:17.  Nothing is good but what comes from Him.  That scripture is set over against man pursuing his own will and his own lusts.  We are either on one path or the other: either seeking in submission to Him all that our heavenly Father would bestow upon us in the goodness of His heart, or found here in pursuit of our own will.  Let us be in the enjoyment of all that God would pour out upon us.  

God is omnipotent – all power belongs to Him.  He is omniscient too – He sees all things.  We cannot escape from the eye of God.  You will gather from the scriptures that I have read that what has laid hold of me is that God is spoken of as “the Same”.  You will find in the translator’s notes that it is really a name of God: ‘the Same’1.  Many writers in the Old Testament draw attention to it, and we have the New Testament passage we read in Hebrews which draws from the Old.  You find David speaks of God in that way (see footnote to 2 Sam.7:28).  Then when Hezekiah received a letter from the Assyrians of their intent to overthrow God’s people, he retired to the presence of God.  If you look at the note to the scripture there, you will find the same word used (2 Kings 19:14,15): Hezekiah refers to God as “the Same”.  He laid that intimidating letter before God, and he spoke to God about it.  Are you able to take the things which trouble you to a holy and righteous God, a God who is “the Same” and always will be “the Same”, and seek His help?

We could speak of Jehoshaphat, who, when told of a great multitude come to overthrow the people of God, went into the house of Jehovah (2 Chron.20:1-13).  It speaks attractively there of all the people and their wives and their little ones standing before Jehovah, and Jehoshaphat spoke to the God whom he knew, and whom he addresses as ’the Same’ (footnote to v.6) and he asks for deliverance.  A few verses later you find that when Judah came to where the army was that was to overthrow them, they were all dead (v.24).  That is the power of the God that I trust all of us know.  His power has not changed; He remains “the Same”. 

One thing I want to touch on briefly but vitally in this passage here in Job, is what Job felt as God spoke.  He writes here, “Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes”.  The things of which I have spoken, the activities and the privileges involved in having to do with God who is “the Same”, belong to those who recognise their own nothingness before Him.  At a recent baptism, attention was drawn to Romans 6 which is addressed to those who have been baptised, and I suppose all of us here have been baptised.  We read that passage, “We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it?  Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death?  We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life”, Rom.6:2-4.  All that we are naturally must go in the waters of baptism.  Let us recognise it.  Job recognised it, and he came to see God in a way that I find wonderfully attractive: “I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine”.  What a God!

The passage we read in Hebrews speaks of the way that God has been manifested in the Lord Jesus.  We could have read other passages in the epistles, but we find here the same attributes that belong to God Himself, because the Lord Jesus was, and is, God.  In this passage it says, “And, Thou in the beginning, Lord, hast founded the earth, and works of thy hands are the heavens”.  We could have read also where it says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things received being through him, and without him not one thing received being which has received being”, John 1:1-3.  We could have read in the Psalms from which the passage in Hebrews is drawn (Ps.102; 110).  We could have read in Colossians (Col.1:14-20).  These passages all tell us that the One who created the worlds is the One of whom this passage in Hebrews speaks, the Lord Jesus Himself.  

You may say, ‘But in Genesis 1 it says that God created the heavens and the earth’.  These things are shrouded in mystery from a natural point of view, but the believer’s attention is drawn to the One by whom God made the worlds.  That divine Person is now known to us as our Lord Jesus.  We find here some of the attributes of God which we have spoken of.  We find power: the One of whom it says, “upholding all things by the word of his power, having made by himself the purification of sins”.  The Lord Jesus accomplished that work to God’s eternal satisfaction.  There was no compromise in what was undertaken there; all that was due to you and me was placed upon the head of the Lord Jesus.  God’s wrath was not in any way mitigated; it was poured out upon His head.  He bore the judgment to the eternal satisfaction of a holy and righteous God.  There is no compromise in the works of God.  We read in the Old Testament that the sacrifices had to be perfect, without blemish.  There was never an offering like the offering of the Lord Jesus: He “offered himself spotless to God”, Heb.9:14.  How perfect the workings of God; how perfect the Lord Jesus!  God was delighted in the Lord Jesus here.  Heaven could not contain its delight, as God took account of the walk of that Man here, in this scene in which you and I are.  He was untainted by all that was around.  

Christ was found here as a Man, “holy, harmless, undefiled” (Heb.7:26) before His God.  How wonderful He is, the One in whom we trust, who has accomplished everything for us.  We look around us and we see what that person spoke of –compromise, compromise and more compromise.  We see it publicly; we see it in the affairs of men.  We also see what God is able to do, and will do, when man’s system will descend into chaos in a moment.  Then all will be in the hand of One who has power.  We trust in Him, we trust in His love, we trust in His work.  He is near, and He is interested in every single one of His own.  How wonderful, dear brethren, to take comfort in a God like this, in the Person of the Lord Jesus.  Then there is a reference to “a sceptre of uprightness”.  How God delighted in Him!  Christ loved righteousness. Is righteousness something that is attractive to you?  Ask God, and He will help you to see how wonderfully attractive it is; you find righteousness in the Lord Jesus.  How perfect the Lord Jesus was in submission to His Father!  Then it says, “therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions”.  

The passage goes on to speak again of the Lord’s work in creation, adding that “they all shall grow old as a garment, and as a covering shalt thou roll them up, and they shall be changed; but thou art the Same”.  Dear brethren, this is about to take place.  Soon the Lord shall take us to be with Himself, and then He will manifest Himself in His appearing here, and will rule in righteousness for a thousand years.  Will there be compromise then?  There will not be compromise.  He will rule in the greatness of His power and all His mercy and wisdom, and this world will never have known a time like it.  There will be no compromise in those dispensations yet to come, and then will take place what we read of here when the earth and the heavens will be rolled up as a garment.  The passage adds, “but thou art the Same, and thy years shall not fail”.  This is the One who as Man has laid down His life for us, the One to whom you are so precious that He gave His all in order to secure you for Himself.  He would draw you with the cords of love (Hos.11:4) and bind you to Himself, He wants to keep you near to Him.  I urge you not to stray from the feet of the Lord Jesus, not to stray from the influence and power of this blessed Man.  Not only will you lose the blessings that are available in Himself, but you embark on a pathway of destruction.  Let us trust in the One who is going to accomplish all things, the One of whom God has said, “Sit at my right hand until I put thine enemies as footstool of thy feet”.

Will there be compromise in that work of God, in that future time?  There will be no compromise.  Every aspect of wrong, of sin, will be dealt with.  Not one will be missed.  Not one!  If you have put your faith and trust in the work of Jesus, which I am sure all here have, not one of your sins has been missed.  They all have been addressed before God, and they are gone for ever.  What it will be to have to do with our Lord Jesus!  To those of us who know Him and love Him and trust Him, there will be no condemnation; our history has been dealt with.  Yet He will review with us everything we have gone through, and as has been said, there will be no loose ends when we are ushered into eternal conditions.  When “a new heaven and a new earth” come into view (Rev.21:1), everything will be in perfection according to the God we know. 

I turn to Isaiah.  The prophet is speaking of the Lord Jesus: “Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment”.  This passage refers to a future day, but I am sure that what it presents also applies to us today.  It says “And a man” – that is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ – “a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind”.  This is written so that we can understand it, we can relate to it.  When the wind is strong, you want to get out of it.  It speaks of the activities of the enemy in this world today.  A fierce wind, changing direction every moment, uncontrollable; but there is One of whom it is said that He “shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm”.  

I wonder if we realise what is going on around us in the world today – the storm, the rising tide of evil, the horrific nature of what is taking place in this world.  We are preserved from it in God’s mercy while we stay close to the beloved Man of whom I read.  Let us hold on to Him; we need to do so because Satan’s activities are ever more intense, as the closing days of this dispensation come.  Let us be found trusting in the Lord Jesus, proving Him “as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place”.  There is nothing in this world to refresh you, absolutely nothing.  Nothing that the world could give you would refresh you or build you up.  There is no food there; there is no drink there; there is no satisfaction there; but we find it at the feet of the Lord Jesus Himself.  How attractively Isaiah writes under the hand of the Holy Spirit: “as brooks of water in a dry place”.  You get the impression of satisfaction, of soul satisfaction: that all you look for to satisfy your desires is found in this blessed Man.  He is One who, as we have taken account of already, also carries that name, “the Same”.  He is “as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land”.  

A few weeks ago, I was in one of the hottest places in the world.  There was a big cliff and we retreated into the shadow of it, and this passage came very forcibly to me: what it means to shelter in “the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land”.  How wonderful is the protective influence and power of the Lord Jesus.  He is available to all of us.  Outside of that shadow where we hid, everything was scorched by the heat, life could not be sustained.  “As brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land”: the Lord Jesus is available to us all to sustain us, to keep us, in the present time.  There is one thing we find, if we know what this passage is for ourselves, and that is that He is our resource, and our shelter, and we are not of this world, we are separate from it. 

I have touched on Job’s thoughts as to himself before God.  Man seems to be obsessed with promotion of self.  How can we promote self when the Lord has died to remove that kind of man?  We find, as close to the Lord Jesus and as drawing from Him, that we are separate from the world around us.  How vital it is to maintain a pathway of separation from the world.  If we are to reach through to what I have spoken of, the power and greatness, the joy and privilege of knowing the God who is “the Same”, we must keep close to Him and remain separate from all that is around.  I appeal to every one, especially to the young ones: you may feel that what you have to give up for a pathway of separation is very dear to you.  You may feel that it is a pathway of restriction, and of difficulties.  But those are things that Satan would put in your mind.  Let me assure you, dear young ones, that if you take this path of faithfulness to Him whose faithfulness to you is absolute, you will find that that pathway is not a chore but a joy.  You will find that that pathway is not restrictive, but wonderfully liberating.  You will find that what you gave up in order to take that pathway of separation was utterly worthless, and that what you acquire in your knowledge of the Lord Jesus is a precious deposit in the soul that is yours and yours alone to take with you, when Christ comes to take you to be with Himself.  

I feel the importance of keeping ourselves in the pathway, following close after the Lord Jesus, and going where He would have us go.  Ask for His companionship in what you do day by day; ask to prove His deliverance from self and the world, while you are still in it.  God does not take us out of the world: that is in His wisdom.  Why?  Because if He took us out of it, we would not prove His strength and power and the love and influence that He exercises towards us to sustain us here in this world, but morally separate from it.  Have no more to do with the world than you have to, I urge you, but have to do with the Lord Jesus and you will find satisfaction in your pathway here, and joy in your heart.  You will find hope that no one can take away, as you rely on the One who is now, and ever will be, “the Same”.

I turn to Revelation.  The world around us knows nothing at all about what this passage speaks of.  The world may know something of the Lord Jesus; some may acknowledge that there is a God.  But I do not think that man away from God has any understanding of what this passage speaks of.  The scripture is careful in the way in which these things are expressed.  Scripture speaks of them as a mystery (Rom.16:25).  Mysteries in scripture are those things which are revealed to those who love the Lord Jesus and are under the influence of the Holy Spirit, things which God would have us understand.  What this passage speaks of is a day and a scene in which there will be no compromise whatever; “I saw a new heaven and a new earth”.  Then it says, “And I saw the holy city”.  We have no city here; we await a coming one (Heb.13:14).  This city is described as “coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband”.  We could have read in verse 10: “And he carried me away in the Spirit, and set me on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God.  Her shining was like a most precious stone”.  That conveys the perfection of divine work.  In this present dispensation there is a vessel being formed which wholly answers to the heart of Christ, which fully answers to His great affection and is perfectly suited to Him.  That city, referring to His assembly, is perfectly suited to accompany Him now and throughout the eternal day, when there will be “a new heaven and a new earth”.  It is a vessel formed of myriads of souls who have been won through that perfect, complete and glorious work of Jesus, united together in one body to answer to His heart.  How glorious to apprehend, and to have part in, and to know something of, Christ’s assembly.  Every believer under the influence of God’s own Spirit is included in that vessel, which is formed perfectly, “having no spot, or wrinkle” (Eph.5:27), that there should be a full answer to the heart of Christ eternally; a vessel in which the Lord Jesus will lead in giving glory to God eternally. 

I desire that we may take away some sense that there is a world without compromise, which is yours and mine.  One could write:

‘Creation’s work in every land, 

   Adorned and beautified,

Is marred by man’s ungrateful hand, 

  Where Thou wast crucified.

This makes the earth, bright though it seem,

  A desert waste to us;

No home can we the place esteem

  Which served our Saviour thus.’                                     Hymn150

 

Our home is not here; let us not settle down here.  There are young ones here seeking to set up home together, and that is good and righteous before God.  May you maintain your links with our Lord together, maintain your links with the One who is always the same.  Seek your solace in Him, seek your comfort and protection in Him, and He will see you all the way home.  But ever remember that your true home is not here, our home is in a place where compromise cannot and never will exist, where all will be for the glory of God.  Let us be stirred up in our affections to answer to God, to thank Him for all that He is, and trust Him for all that is to come.

May it be so, for His Name’s sake.  

 

Address at Spaldwick

20 July 2024

Alan Croot

 

 

 


Scripture references

Job 42:1-12 (JND) [1] And Job answered Jehovah and said, [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine. [3] Who is he that obscureth counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered what I did not understand; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. [4] Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and inform me. [5] I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee: [6] Wherefore I abhor [myself], and repent in dust and ashes. [7] And it came to pass after Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, that Jehovah said to Eliphaz the Temanite, Mine anger is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends; for ye have not spoken rightly of me, like my servant Job. [8] And now, take for yourselves seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt-offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you, for him will I accept: lest I deal with you [after your] folly, for ye have not spoken of me rightly, like my servant Job. [9] Then Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite, went and did according as Jehovah had said unto them; and Jehovah accepted Job. [10] And Jehovah turned the captivity of Job, when he had prayed for his friends; and Jehovah gave Job twice as much as he had before. [11] And all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his acquaintance before, came to him, and they ate bread with him in his house, and they condoled with him, and comforted him concerning all the evil that Jehovah had brought upon him; and every one gave him a piece of money, and every one a golden ring. [12] And Jehovah blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning; and he had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she-asses.

Hebrews 1 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, …

Hebrews 1 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, …

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Isaiah 32:1-2 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.

Isaiah 32:1-2 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.

Isaiah 32:1-2 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land.

Revelation 21:1-3 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

James 1:17 (JND) [17] Every good gift and every perfect gift comes down from above, from the Father of lights, with whom is no variation nor shadow of turning.

2 Samuel 7:28 (JND) [28] And now, Lord Jehovah, thou art that God, and thy words are true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant;

2 Samuel 7:28 (JND) [28] And now, Lord Jehovah, thou art that God, and thy words are true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto thy servant;

2 Kings 19:14-15 (JND) [14] And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up into the house of Jehovah, and spread it before Jehovah. [15] And Hezekiah prayed before Jehovah and said, Jehovah, God of Israel, who sittest [between] the cherubim, thou, the Same, thou alone art the God of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made the heavens and the earth.

2 Kings 19:14-15 (JND) [14] And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went up into the house of Jehovah, and spread it before Jehovah. [15] And Hezekiah prayed before Jehovah and said, Jehovah, God of Israel, who sittest [between] the cherubim, thou, the Same, thou alone art the God of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made the heavens and the earth.

2 Chronicles 20:1-13 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after this [that] the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them certain of the Maonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle. [2] And they came and told Jehoshaphat saying, A great multitude is come against thee from beyond the sea, from Syria; and behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar, which is Engedi. [3] And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek Jehovah, and proclaimed a fast throughout Judah. [4] And Judah gathered themselves together to ask [help] of Jehovah: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek Jehovah. [5] And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of Jehovah, before the new court; [6] and he said, Jehovah, God of our fathers, art not thou God in the heavens, and rulest thou not over all the kingdoms of the nations? And in thy hand there is power and might, and none can withstand thee. [7] Hast not thou, our God, dispossessed the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and given it for ever to the seed of Abraham, thy friend? [8] And they have dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, [9] If evil come upon us, sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, and we stand before this house and before thee for thy name is in this house and cry unto thee in our distress, then thou wilt hear and save. [10] And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab, and those of mount Seir, amongst whom thou wouldest not let Israel go when they came out of the land of Egypt, (for they turned from them, and destroyed them not,) [11] behold, they reward us, in coming to cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast given us to possess. [12] Our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might in presence of this great company which cometh against us, neither know we what to do; but our eyes are upon thee. …

2 Chronicles 20:1-13 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after this [that] the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them certain of the Maonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle. [2] And they came and told Jehoshaphat saying, A great multitude is come against thee from beyond the sea, from Syria; and behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar, which is Engedi. [3] And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek Jehovah, and proclaimed a fast throughout Judah. [4] And Judah gathered themselves together to ask [help] of Jehovah: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek Jehovah. [5] And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of Jehovah, before the new court; [6] and he said, Jehovah, God of our fathers, art not thou God in the heavens, and rulest thou not over all the kingdoms of the nations? And in thy hand there is power and might, and none can withstand thee. [7] Hast not thou, our God, dispossessed the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and given it for ever to the seed of Abraham, thy friend? [8] And they have dwelt therein, and have built thee a sanctuary therein for thy name, saying, [9] If evil come upon us, sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, and we stand before this house and before thee for thy name is in this house and cry unto thee in our distress, then thou wilt hear and save. [10] And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab, and those of mount Seir, amongst whom thou wouldest not let Israel go when they came out of the land of Egypt, (for they turned from them, and destroyed them not,) [11] behold, they reward us, in coming to cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast given us to possess. [12] Our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might in presence of this great company which cometh against us, neither know we what to do; but our eyes are upon thee. …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6:2-4 (JND) [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

John 1:1-3 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

John 1:1-3 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Psalms 102 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint before Jehovah.} Jehovah, hear my prayer, and let my cry come unto thee. [2] Hide not thy face from me: in the day of my trouble, incline thine ear unto me; in the day I call, answer me speedily. [3] For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as a firebrand. …

Psalms 110 (JND) [1] {Psalm of David.} Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet. [2] Jehovah shall send the sceptre of thy might out of Zion: rule in the midst of thine enemies. [3] Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in holy splendour: from the womb of the morning [shall come] to thee the dew of thy youth. …

Colossians 1:14-20 (JND) [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins; [15] who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation; [16] because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him. [17] And *he* is before all, and all things subsist together by him. [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things: [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell, [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Revelation 21:1 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more.

Romans 16:25 (JND) [25] Now to him that is able to establish you, according to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to [the] revelation of [the] mystery, as to which silence has been kept in [the] times of the ages,

Hebrews 13:14 (JND) [14] for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one.

Ephesians 5:27 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.



CHRIST ACCORDED HIS RIGHTFUL PLACE


Genesis 45:1-5,9,14,15,20,24-28;  Hebrews 2:5-18

At the occasion on Lord’s day morning, a brother referred in worship to the vision Joseph had of his sheaf remaining standing whilst those of his brethren all bowed to his.  I wondered if we could be encouraged afresh by looking into the way that Joseph is a type of Christ.  In the passages read, there is a suggestion of what blessings flow when Christ has His rightful place amongst His brethren. Joseph had two testimonies that were given to him and which were rejected by his brethren.  The first was in relation to the favour that he had found with his father, the pleasure that his father had in him, which would be seen in the vest that he wore (Gen.37:3,4).  The second was in relation to this vision that he shared with his brethren, that his sheaf would remain standing and the others would bow down to him (vv.5-8).  His brethren refused that testimony, conveying to us the reality that the flesh is always set against Christ.  Ishmael being set against Isaac is another example of the flesh being set against what is of Christ (Gen.21:9).  

What affected me in considering this was that God patiently, and in His wisdom, works with a view to Joseph having his rightful place amongst his brethren.  In this chapter we see something of the blessing that flows from that.  Joseph here would speak to us of the risen Christ.  Joseph had been in suffering, he had been, typically, in death, and now he speaks to us of a risen Christ.  I was affected by the fact that he says to his brethren, “I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt”.  That would remind us that he had been rejected, and of the suffering that he had been through.  Then the answer and the blessing come to his people when Joseph, representing Christ as risen, is contemplated and taken account of and given his rightful place – when he is supreme.  You see the blessing that flows to Joseph’s brethren when he is acknowledged thus.

I would encourage us to embrace Christ as risen and supreme in our midst.  There is great blessing as we take account of Him.  One of the features of Christ risen is that He is the One to whom God has committed everything, into whose hands He has placed everything.  We could have read a lot more as to Joseph’s history.  We find in chapter 41 the place that he was given in Pharaoh’s kingdom: he was made second only to Pharaoh.  Then there is this wonderful title that he is given – that he is Saviour of the world, Sustainer of life and Revealer of secrets (see note to v.45).  That speaks of the place that God has given Christ, and how He has placed everything into His hands.  The day is coming when everything will be put in subjection to Him (1 Cor.15:27).  

Blessing comes for the believer, and for the believing company, when we come under Christ’s influence and under His sway.  It is the sway of love, the sway of grace.  We see the patience with which Joseph works with his brethren.  He does not disown or reject them, but he works patiently with them so that they are ready to take account of him and to give him his true place in their midst.  It is not at the very beginning that he reveals himself: he tries them first.  Then a moment comes when his affections, his love, must be revealed.  It shows the love that underlay his movements and his operations with his brethren.  The moment is right for him to reveal himself to them, and the effect is that they all come under his influence.  They were already, I suppose, in his control and in his hand, but then they realise who he is.  

The touches in the passage we read are lovely; we often refer to them.  “Come near to me, I pray you”: it suggests his love for them, and that Joseph wanted to be known in nearness – not at a distance, but in nearness, where he is at liberty to make himself known to his own.  Transferring this thought to Christ and believers, we know something of that, we prove it.  How thankful we are for the experience of the Lord’s presence and of His movements.  Joseph also had in mind further results from making himself known, beyond the immediate circle of his brethren.  There is a wonderful suggestion of communion with him: they talked with him and were in liberty with him.  

I wondered whether some of the touches that we have as to the Lord in Hebrews 2 are enhanced by considering them in the light of what we find in Joseph.  My thought was as to how it behoved Christ “in all things to be made like to his brethren”.  Thinking of Joseph, he worked with his brethren in view of securing the place of supremacy amongst them.  He desired to enjoy communion and nearness with them, and to talk with them.  It is in such an area that he is supreme.  When it says, “Put every man out from me!  And no man stood with him”, clearly no Egyptian was to be there: Joseph was to be alone with his brethren.  That suggests the way that Christ would have His rightful place, a place of supremacy, where He is the centre and the sole object for His brethren.  Blessing then flows out, and what a word that is, “let not your eye regret your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt shall be yours”.  Joseph knew what was in their hearts.  He knew how they might be attached to their possessions and what they had been occupied with before in their lives.  But if Christ has supremacy in our hearts, if the sway of grace of a risen Christ operates in our hearts, we are led away from what would detain us otherwise.  Then Joseph says, “Do not quarrel on the way”.  How well he knew them!  But now he has authority among them.  They would never have accepted that word of exhortation before, but Joseph operated with his brethren in skill and wisdom given by God to bring about conditions in which his supremacy is accepted, where he would indeed stand in their midst.  

There is another wonderful touch, the further result with Jacob.  He had become discouraged with his circumstances.  It was a difficult day, it was a day of dearth, of famine, and the famine was felt.  It would have been a humbling thing for Jacob and his family to have to go down to Egypt for food.  He had been used to getting things done his own way, and to look after himself and his own; but now he had become dependent on the people who had been his enemies.  What a difficult thing it was for him.  But everything changes when he has a view of a risen Christ, as it were; he hears of the glories of Joseph.  Jacob is revived: what a wonderful touch that is, “And the spirit of Jacob their father revived”.  What he was not prepared to do before becomes acceptable to him.  He is ready to move: “Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him”.  How thankful we are that a view and impressions of Christ risen, and a living link with Him, revive the heart of the believer and give strength for every situation.  Christ is able to draw out the affections of every one; how we need to look to Him.  

Hebrews further demonstrates that.  Where we began to read there is a view of the place that Christ has been given.  “What is man, that thou rememberest him, or son of man that thou visitest him?”.  It then speaks of the place of glory that He has.  He is to become the Centre for us.  It is not yet the time when all things are subjected to Him, but we are to be subject to Him.  We come under the sway of His love and grace.  He leads us into the enjoyment of what is life.  What a thought that is, and again we see this in Joseph when he says to his brethren that God had sent him before them to Egypt to preserve life and to save them alive.  ‘Preserver of life’ is one of Joseph’s titles.  That is what the Lord Jesus does.  He has “brought to light life” (2 Tim.1:10), and not only has He brought it to light, but He sustains and maintains it.  He is the One who does that, and He continues to do that.  He continues to serve that there might be life, and life is found in Him.  

How precious these thoughts are as we ponder them.  It says of Christ that He was “crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing”.  Joseph wanted to bring his brethren into a relationship of liberty with himself, and we have that thought conveyed in Hebrews.  It says, “that … he … might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage”.  What bondage Joseph’s brethren were in.  Think of the difficulty of the relationships with one another, but as soon as Joseph has his place, as soon as Christ risen is accepted as supreme, every relationship falls into its rightful place; everything becomes ordered, and things prosper spiritually under His hand.  What a blessing that is; what thoughts God has in mind: “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”.  

I love the way that the writer to the Hebrews twines together these two lines: on the one hand the blessings into which we are brought, and on the other the sufferings endured by the Lord Jesus to secure these blessings.  You find that continually through this chapter.  These two sides come together, and they are to affect us, to impress us with the glory of what God desires to bring us into, what is available to us, but at the same time we see the wonderful expression of love in the depths to which the Lord Jesus went to secure these blessings for us.  

God begins by showing us what He has in mind for us.  Joseph began by giving his brethren a view of who he was and the glory and authority that he had in Egypt, and how it was known all around that the land had prospered.  Things prosper spiritually under the leadership of the Lord Jesus, the headship of Christ.  We see that suggested in what happened under Joseph in Egypt.  We are given a view of what we are to be brought into, a wonderful place: “in bringing many sons to glory”.  It is a place of nearness, a place of relationships, and of life of another kind – life eternal in character.  This is what God would have us to enjoy now.

The passage in Hebrews goes on to what the Lord does among His brethren: “I will declare thy name to my brethren; in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.  How much it must have affected the brethren of Joseph that he did not disown them, that he did not turn them away but still wanted to be in their midst despite everything that they had done.  How affecting to them, and how that must have touched their hearts.  We are to be touched by divine affections.  Romans 5 would convey that to us, that “God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us” (v.8).  How precious a thought that is for our hearts: that Christ desires the company of His brethren and has this in mind: “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”.  

Again we are given this reassuring touch, “that through death he might annul him who has the might of death”.  We are not left without resource in the face of death.  I wish I had a greater appreciation of the fact that the Lord has annulled death (2 Tim.1:10).  It would free us in our spirits and in our minds from every contrary influence.  The influence of sin, the influence of the flesh, the influence of the world, all these things that we know only too well: He has annulled them all in annulling death and all its power.  Liberty would flow from holding a risen Christ in supremacy in our hearts.  As coming under His influence, we are set free from every other influence to be under His own touch and His sway, that of grace.  How precious it is when He has that place with us as the One who is supreme, who is the King.  It involves us coming under the sway of His grace, the sway of His love, and as coming under His influence He sets us free.

A further precious thought is that He continues to be available to us.  What grace He shows as the High Priest.  “Wherefore it behoved him in all things to be made like to his brethren”: how affecting an expression that is of how He came into manhood and bore everything that lay upon the whole race of man.  He took on everything that we might be free.  “It behoved him ... to be made like to his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things relating to God”.  How we have proved the Lord Jesus in this way; the fact that He has come into our very circumstances enables Him to be “a merciful and faithful high priest”.  That is a result of His coming into manhood, it was so that He would be able to sympathise fully with us.  Then it says – what a word it is – “in that himself has suffered, being tempted, he is able to help those that are being tempted”.  What blessings come from Him; how He is available to us as the High Priest.  He is always serving: although He has gone into the glory, He is still serving.  We can always find the needed help in Him.

I trust we are drawn to Christ presented in this way.  How precious the types are to us, for they depict glories of the Lord Jesus, they illustrate truths as to Him.  These types are always consistent with what comes to light in the New Testament, for God’s own thoughts were being made known, through the types, at the very beginning.  All through the Old Testament these types present God’s thoughts, and you find the full revelation of them in the New.  How important to have a view of the spiritual blessings and wealth that result when the risen and exalted Christ is truly appreciated and given His place of supremacy amongst His own.

May we be drawn to Him afresh, for His name’s sake.

 

Sylvain Perret

 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 45:1-28 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren. [2] And he raised his voice in weeping; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. [3] And Joseph said to his brethren, I am Joseph. Does my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. [4] And Joseph said to his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. [5] And now, be not grieved, and be not angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God sent me before you to preserve life. [6] For the famine has been these two years in the land; and yet there are five years in which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. [7] So God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive by a great deliverance. [8] And now it was not you [that] sent me here, but God; and he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and governor over all the land of Egypt. [9] Haste and go up to my father, and say to him, Thus says thy son Joseph: God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, tarry not. [10] And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near to me, thou, and thy sons, and thy sons' sons, and thy sheep, and thy cattle, and all that thou hast. [11] And there will I maintain thee; for yet there are five years of famine; in order that thou be not impoverished, thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast. [12] And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth which speaks to you. …

Genesis 45:1-28 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren. [2] And he raised his voice in weeping; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. [3] And Joseph said to his brethren, I am Joseph. Does my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. [4] And Joseph said to his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. [5] And now, be not grieved, and be not angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God sent me before you to preserve life. [6] For the famine has been these two years in the land; and yet there are five years in which there will be neither ploughing nor harvest. [7] So God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant in the earth, and to save you alive by a great deliverance. [8] And now it was not you [that] sent me here, but God; and he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and governor over all the land of Egypt. [9] Haste and go up to my father, and say to him, Thus says thy son Joseph: God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, tarry not. [10] And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near to me, thou, and thy sons, and thy sons' sons, and thy sheep, and thy cattle, and all that thou hast. [11] And there will I maintain thee; for yet there are five years of famine; in order that thou be not impoverished, thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast. [12] And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth which speaks to you. …

Hebrews 2:5-18 (JND) [5] For he has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak; [6] but one has testified somewhere, saying, What is man, that thou rememberest him, or son of man that thou visitest him? [7] Thou hast made him some little inferior to the angels; thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, [and hast set him over the works of thy hands;] [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings. [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises. [13] And again, I will trust in him. And again, Behold, I and the children which God has given me. [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage. [16] For he does not indeed take hold of angels [by the hand], but he takes hold of the seed of Abraham. …

Hebrews 2:5-18 (JND) [5] For he has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak; [6] but one has testified somewhere, saying, What is man, that thou rememberest him, or son of man that thou visitest him? [7] Thou hast made him some little inferior to the angels; thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, [and hast set him over the works of thy hands;] [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings. [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises. [13] And again, I will trust in him. And again, Behold, I and the children which God has given me. [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage. [16] For he does not indeed take hold of angels [by the hand], but he takes hold of the seed of Abraham. …

Genesis 37:3-4 (JND) [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours. [4] And his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, and they hated him, and could not greet him with friendliness.

Genesis 21:9 (JND) [9] And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking.

1 Corinthians 15:27 (JND) [27] For he has put all things in subjection under his feet. But when he says that all things are put in subjection, [it is] evident that [it is] except him who put all things in subjection to him.

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;



“THE FATHER LOVES THE SON”


John 3:35; 5:19,20 to “himself does”; 21:15 to “… attached to thee” and footnote to “attached  to”

I was encouraged by what our brother has said to bring before the brethren an impression we had on Lord’s day morning as to these two statements in John’s gospel, “The Father loves the Son”.  How crucial these statements are.  The fact that they are repeated in the gospel emphasises that.  These verses came to mind as we were together to remember the Lord: “The Father loves the Son”.  Think of the love of the Father for that One who is most precious to Him, that love resting freely upon the Son.  I read from the note in chapter 21 because, as we know, the Bible that we have in our hands is a translation.  Sometimes the original words convey differences of meaning that may not be obvious in the language in which we read the Bible normally.  I think the note to John 21:15 (to “attached to”) is important in understanding these two verses in chapters 3 and 5.

In John 3:35, we read: “The Father loves the Son”, and the note makes clear that the word translated “love” there is ‘agapao’ in the original, which the note says is love as the ‘settled disposition of a person’, in this case, the settled disposition of God.  Think of that settled disposition of His: “The Father loves the Son”.  It is something that can never be gainsaid or taken away; it is settled.  Flowing from that, we read that God “has given all things to be in his hand”.  One of the results of that love of the Father for the Son is that “all things” have been given to Christ, to be in His hand.  

Our brother has spoken about Joseph as a great type of the Lord Jesus, and has read in Hebrews about the Lord Himself.  It says there that “we see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus” (ch.2:8,9).  These words “not yet” are important because all things have been given into His hand.  We can read about that in Corinthians: “Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him who is God and Father”, 1 Cor.15:24.  We also read that “he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet.  ... For he has put all things in subjection under his feet” (vv.25,26).  We can anticipate that; we know from the Scriptures that all things being in subjection to Christ is already in God’s thoughts.  It is as if it has already been done.  I would suggest from this verse in John 3 that God’s thought to put all things in subjection to Christ flows from the love of the Father for the Son.

Think of that, the love of the Father for the Son!  Think of the result, all that has been done, all that is placed in the hand of Christ, because “The Father loves the Son”, the Son of His love.  Joseph, who has been spoken of, had great favour in his father’s sight.  His brethren hated him for it, but here we read of the settled disposition of God the Father, which can never change or be taken away.  “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”.  We see now something that soon the whole universe will be brought to see.  As the objects of the Father’s love, and as appreciating the Father’s love for the Son, we can give “thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has … translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love”, Col.1:12,13.  It says that “we see not yet all things subjected to him” – in time all things will be subjected to Him.  The whole universe will behold that One, the Son.  All may not know Him in that way, but the name of the Father has been revealed to us, and so has the love of the Father for the Son.  This is a wide thought of God’s love, the word ‘agapao’ suggesting His disposition.  We see that wide thought, and we see the public, very wide effect that flows from it, that the Father “has given all things to be in his hand”.

In John 5 we read the Lord’s own words that He spoke: “For the Father loves the Son and shews him all things which he himself does”.  The original word for “love” in this verse is ‘phileo’, which is the more intimate, intense thought described in the note we read.  “The Father loves the Son”: think of that; such love in all its complacency resting on Christ, the love of the Father for the Son.  What grace that we should even be presented in the Scriptures with these thoughts of the love of one divine Person for another.  And yet we are brought in not only to know it as a fact, as something revealed in Scripture, but brought to share in the joy of that love, the secret of that love.  I suggest that this scripture implies more of the secret side of love, the intimate side, the side of nearness.  This is implied by the words which follow: it says, “and shews him all things which he himself does”.  Every thought of God, every purpose of the Father, all that was in the Father’s heart has been brought to light by the movements of the Son, because Christ has been shown “all things which he himself does”.  The Lord says, “The Son can do nothing of himself save whatever he sees the Father doing: for whatever things he does, these things also the Son does in like manner”.  The Son is able perfectly to fulfil the will of the Father.  He is the One whose devotion to the Father’s will was so perfect, the One in whom the Father delighted, the One who is shown the things that the Father does, and does them Himself in like manner.  He is the Son of the Father’s love.  What love exists between the Father and the Son!

We are brought into this intimate thought of the love of the Father.  The note in chapter 21 refers back to John 16:27.  It says there, “for the Father himself has affection for you”.  That is again the Greek word ‘phileo’, the intimate, intense thought of love: “the Father himself has affection for you”.  What affection is expressed in believers being spoken of as the brethren of our Lord Jesus Christ (see John 20:17; Rom.8:29; Heb.2:12).  We are brought in to know that thought of being His brethren, of being made like Him.  And if we are made like Christ, conformed to that One, the name of the Father must be made known to us.  We have that in this gospel in that wonderful word of the Lord Jesus to Mary: “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God” (chap.20:17).  The Lord Jesus made known the Father’s name to His own, to those who are Christ’s and who are made like Christ.  As a result, this secret side – the side of nearness and of intense affection of the Father for Christ’s own – is brought out.

What was secret is now made manifest.  It has been expressed by Christ.  It is all centred in Him.  The love of the Father rests upon Him freely and we are brought in to share in that, brought near to the Father by Christ.  How blessed these things are.  I feel how poorly and feebly I can speak of them, but I bring these two verses before the brethren to encourage our hearts by these great thoughts.  The settled love of the Father for the Son has resulted in everything being placed in Christ’s hand.  Then Christ’s wonderful movements and activities, even His movements at this very moment where He is on high, appearing before the face of God for us (Heb.9:24), all flow from the things that the Father does and which He has shown to the Son – the result of that intense love of the Father for the Son.

I commend these thoughts to the brethren, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 5:19-20 (JND) [19] Jesus therefore answered and said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, The Son can do nothing of himself save whatever he sees the Father doing: for whatever things *he* does, these things also the Son does in like manner. [20] For the Father loves the Son and shews him all things which he himself does; and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may wonder.

John 21:15 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

1 Corinthians 15:24 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power.

1 Corinthians 15:24 (JND) [24] Then the end, when he gives up the kingdom to him [who is] God and Father; when he shall have annulled all rule and all authority and power.

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Colossians 1:12-13 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love:

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 16:27 (JND) [27] for the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Romans 8:29 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren.

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:



Notes


	[←1]
	 See footnotes to Deut.32:39; Neh.9:6




Scripture references

Deuteronomy 32:39 (JND) [39] See now that I, I am HE, And there is no god with me; I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal, And there is none that delivereth out of my hand,

Nehemiah 9:6 (JND) [6] Thou art the Same, thou alone, Jehovah, who hast made the heaven of heavens, and all their host, the earth and all that is therein, the seas and all that is therein. And thou quickenest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.
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