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THE ANOINTING

R. Taylor 

2 Corinthians 1: 21, 22; 1 Corinthians 12: 12, 13 

I count on the Lord’s help to say a word about the anointing. It is a very rich suggestion that I trust may become clearer to us as we proceed. Persons are anointed, anointed by God; it is not everybody who is anointed, but for us to enjoy the fulness of what divine love has purposed I believe it involves our appreciating the anointing. The matter is not a new thing, it is something that God has been very particular about; there was of old a tabernacle system set up, and before it functioned the whole system was anointed. There are many other references to God anointing, and it is something, I believe, that needs to be appreciated; indeed, without it, we shall function below our dignity. That is what I wanted to speak about, the need for dignity, because things around us today are very common. May we never think, dear brethren, that divine things are common, because divine things have been secured at tremendous cost. Whatever there is that belongs to God here. His value of it is seen in the price that has been paid for it. Have you some sense in your soul of the price that was paid for you? Paul says that to these very people that we are reading about here, he says, “Ye have been bought with a price”, 1 Corinthians 6: 20. I think Paul felt the need of reminding the Corinthians that they had been bought with a price. 

Have you a sense of that? Could you tell me what that price has been? Initially the price that was paid for you was the blood of Jesus. If you look at the anointing in the old dispensation the blood was placed there first; the anointing never comes on anything common, never. Paul says, “he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us”—these are redeemed persons, they have been bought with a price. He says more than that; he says, “glorify now then God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6: 20), and for that we need the anointing. 

But first of all may I just pause for a moment as to the price that has been paid for you. It takes away any right that you may think you have to please yourself. You have been bought; you belong to somebody else. Do you feel that? Do you take into account who you belong to in what you do, and where you go? You are not your own, you have been bought. O, beloved, that purchase price has demonstrated to you and to me His love for us. What a love! What a love that would pay such a price for one that was lost! What a love that would pay the price in His own blood to secure us for Himself, to be His own possession. It is a very sad thing to be purchased at such infinite cost and then to live to ourselves. 

So Paul brings all these things home to these dear brethren, that the purchase price was the blood of Jesus. He did not hesitate to pay that price for you. Has that ever come home to your soul? It needs to come home to us time and time again, the rights of Christ over us in redeeming love. Redemption is a very wonderful thing. You know, if you really want to be happy just open your heart to enjoy redemption, because it is one of the most wonderful things. God has intervened in the power of redeeming love, and the persons who enjoy redemption are singers. You just look at the prophet Isaiah. He had a lot to say about redemption, and one of the things that he said was that the redeemed shall return and come to Zion with singing (Isaiah 35: 10)—a great system of liberty belongs to the redeemed. You may have thought that a system of liberty belonged to persons who were not redeemed. Maybe you looked out, and still look out, and think that persons in the world are in liberty. They are lying under death. 

The great system of liberty is opened up to those who have been redeemed, redeemed to God by the precious blood of Jesus. I commend some of the closing chapters of Isaiah to you as to the great system that is opened up to persons who have been redeemed. 

John, the beloved writer, enjoyed it; he said, “To him who loves us ... to him be the glory” (Revelation 1: 5, 6); that is the basis of redemption, His love for us. Beloved, there is nobody who loves you like Christ. In your gravest problems do not let anything becloud that; turn to Christ, turn to Him. The token of His love for you is that He shed His blood to have you. The enemy is very active to instil into your mind and mine that we are too bad to enjoy divine things; but the love of Christ never wanes, and the demonstration of it was that Christ died for our sins. Oh what a great fundamental truth it is in this very book, “Christ died for our sins” (1 Corinthians 15: 3), that we might be free from bondage and all that the enemy would try to impose upon us, that we might come to enjoy redemption. The redeemed shall walk there in liberty; the power of redemption gives you triumph over all that the enemy can bring in. We have one of the songs of redemption in Exodus 15 when Moses spoke not only about what God had done to the Egyptians but also says, “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance”, (Exodus 15: 17). We are not redeemed, you know, to live here to ourselves, but are redeemed in view of inhabiting another land, to find our life somewhere else. 

Well, these are things that I may say are fundamental, that I hardly intended to say, save to remind us afresh of the wonderful love of Christ that has brought us out of a system of death and bondage into a system of liberty and of, joy. The psalmist said, “Why art thou cast down, my soul?”, Psalm 42: 5. Have you ever said that? I have, and many others. It is only the enemy that would cause these thoughts. 

But what a system, beloved, we have been brought into; what an outlook we have. Paul says, “Now he that establishes us with you in Christ” establishes us each on the great ground of redemption, the great ground of the finished work of Christ—and then he says, “and has anointed us, is God”. The anointing is to give us power and, as I said, to give us dignity that we may not be enslaved in what is common, what is ordinary. And Paul says the Person who has done it is God. Why did He do that, beloved? Why should He anoint us? It was in view of our enjoying what it is to be His own possession, in view of each of us enjoying what it is to be a son of God. 

That is what you are, you know; “Ye are all God’s sons by faith in Christ Jesus”, Galatians 3: 26. For a long time I thought sonship belonged to progress in the truth; I thought it was something for older brethren. No; God having brought us into His house, I would address you tonight, dear believer in Christ, as a son of God. That is why I am speaking about the anointing; there is no point in speaking about the anointing to sinners. God does not anoint sinners; God does not anoint anything that is of man in the flesh, but as to you, dear fellow-believer, I would regard you and speak to you, and God would speak to you, as one of His sons. It is a very elevating thing. Think of Paul saying that to these Galatians. As that letter was read in Galatia they were acting rather badly; maybe that is like you and me. Yet Paul wrote these precious words, “for ye are all God’s sons by faith in Christ Jesus”, Galatians 3: 26. Well, you know, there are a lot of things that are unsuitable to a son of God. You would readily admit that, would you not? You would readily admit that a great many things, things that are common, are quite unsuited to a son of God. Well, Paul does not only say that they are sons of God by faith, but he says, “God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts”, Galatians 4: 6. He has given you the wherewithal, dear fellow-believer, to enjoy sonship. So it is not only something that is yours in title, but it can be, and should be, yours in possession and in enjoyment. 

So the apostle would seek to elevate us, and I would seek to elevate us all tonight in our own thoughts about ourselves as subjects of the work of God. Paul is elevating the Corinthians here, he is elevating them as Christians. He says, “Now he that establishes us ... and has anointed us, is God”. Why should He anoint them? You know, the anointing separates you morally from the race of humanity. You only need to think of what God said to Abraham. 

Abraham was a lonely pilgrim in the eyes of men in his journeyings, but God writes about him later and He says, “Touch not mine anointed ones”, 1 Chronicles 16: 22. Some people would not have given much for Abraham, but there he was, protected, sheltered under the divine anointing. What protection there is for you, beloved, as anointed of God. Oh do not treat it lightly! There was a man in the Old Testament who died, and somebody wrote about him that he died as not anointed— not anointed! (2 Samuel 1: 21). It is possible to act in a common way. But the anointing is there that we should not; we have been anointed in view of moving in the dignity and the blessedness of the wealth of divine love, and, beloved, it is God who has done it. There is a wonderful range 

of things with a very final touch about them; forgiveness of sins is one of them. Some people will tell you that it is not final, but John says our sins are forgiven us. Why? “for his name’s sake”, 1 John 2: 12. There is finality about that, you know. That your sins are forgiven you for Christ’s name’s sake means they are forgiven in a final way. 

Well, these things need to be enjoyed in our souls, beloved. It is not to say we may not sin again, but the memory of our sins should not hold us in bondage because of forgiveness “for his name’s sake”. O, beloved, look off on to the Saviour! Our great deliverance is in looking to Him, finding that there is such a One who has come in to break the power of bondage that we were under, and God has anointed us that we may live in the dignity of the anointing. Paul says too that He has sealed us; that means you know that you are His. Have you got His stamp? Every believer, you know, who belongs to Christ has got His stamp; sometimes you do not see it too easily, but it is a fine thing to find it expressing itself. It is a wonderful thing to talk to somebody—maybe you did not know he or she was a believer—and you find in the conversation that something comes out and you see they have been sealed; they are divine property; they belong to God. Then it says, “and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts”. 

These things are more than we have time to speak about. The seal underlies the anointing; the seal is that you belong to God; He has made you His own at the cost of the precious blood of Christ, and He has anointed us that we may live in the wonderful wealth and blessedness of that anointing. 

Well, I want just to speak about the protection of that anointing. We are exposed to a great many things, but, you know, you are protected by the 

anointing. Do not treat it lightly, beloved. It refers in its application to the blessed Holy Spirit of God. He has come here to give us power to go against the stream. The protection of it, as I say, was seen in Abraham, that God shielded him from all these forces that were around—

“Touch not mine anointed ones”—“Touch not”; that applies even to the enemy; that word is addressed to him too. Satan took up certain things with Job but he could go only so far—

“Touch not mine anointed ones”. God has ownership and it is seen in the seal, that you belong to Him, and He protects you in the anointing, the Spirit of God. Sometimes you may be in a tight corner, as all of us are at times; the Lord says, “It shall be given to you in that hour what ye shall speak”, Matthew 10: 19. Christianity is very simple. Confidence in the anointing gives us power in the hour when it is needed. “He that ... has anointed us, is God”. 

Well, there is much more to the anointing; it comes out very beautifully in circumstances of suffering. The oil that we referred to earlier, in the Old Testament, must have been very fragrant. I do not understand all the ingredients, but if you look at it in Exodus 30 the anointing oil must have had a very fine fragrance about it, and the fragrance of the anointing was seen par excellence in Jesus. I have often wondered that He never preached until He was anointed; there He was, God’s blessed Son, but He waited until that time when the Spirit came upon Him. It says the Spirit descended in bodily form as a dove and abode upon Him (see Luke 3: 22; John 1: 32); I take it that was the anointing, and from that point onwards there is a service of unparalleled beauty and majesty by Christ. He reads a scripture, and He stops at a certain place; I think that is the divine anointing. He could have gone on; the prophet went on; but He stopped at a certain point and He says, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4: 21)—the divine anointing. As I said, never seen so excellently as in Him. 

Now I wanted to speak about the time of His sufferings, because I think the anointing shines there in the spirit of another. Man. We have referred to it already today, a Man rejected, despised, crucified, saying these words, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. There was the anointing. Oh what words they were! What words of meaning they were! because, you know, the anointing gives power to words; it gives power in adverse circumstances. They were not empty words that He said; the very fact that you are here tonight shows the power of these words of Jesus, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”. There we see the grace, the blessedness, of the anointing. 

But I would speak of it for a moment as seen in Stephen, a man like ourselves. He was stoned unjustly, despised by those around him. He said a very true word and they took up stones that they might stone him; it says, “And kneeling down, he cried ... Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”, Acts 7: 60. He also said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”. It must have been a very easy thing for heaven to receive the spirit of such a man. I believe we need to count on the Spirit’s help in times of suffering; there is much of it among us in body, and more of it in spirit, and perhaps suffering in spirit is something that tends to induce hardness. I speak carefully, but maybe it does. Suffering in spirit going on for a long time tends to produce hardness in the human heart apart from the anointing. “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”; I doubt if there had been more precious words uttered, at least up to that time, since the words of the Saviour, and we see Stephen, kneeling in the hour of such extremity, and the power of the anointing coming out in his suffering. 

Well, I leave that, beloved, for you to think about. I believe that there is a need for the anointing. We do not want to speak mysteriously; it refers to the power of the Spirit of God, who has been given to us, coming into expression in persons in circumstances of pressure and suffering, that we may not become hard. The altar, in Leviticus 8, was sprinkled seven times with the anointing oil. I do not understand it in its fulness but it arrested me today. I do not know that Moses was told to do it seven times, but he seemed to have some impression that there was a need for the Spirit’s particular help in the suffering that the altar speaks about; it says, “And he sprinkled thereof on the altar seven times” (Leviticus 8: 11). 

It seems to suggest the need for counting on the Spirit in times of suffering, especially suffering in our spirits, that we may not become undignified. It is very easy to answer the flesh by the flesh; very easy to resort to what is below the level of sonship; very easy to act in our own ability; whereas just at your hand, beloved, to be called upon, to be relied upon, to be made room for, is the power of a divine Person, the Holy Spirit of God. You all know that if there is something in your heart it means that it is peculiarly treasured. That is where He is operating; He has shed abroad in our hearts the love of God, and it says God has given “the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts”. God has to say, you know, “Oh that there were such a heart in them”, Deuteronomy 5: 29. Does He have to say that to you and to me tonight—“Would that there were such a heart in them?” Would that there were a space there that could be filled with the joy and energies and blessings of this divine Person, come to be with us and in us, in our very hearts. 

Well, I have spoken of the great area of the anointing as being proved in these circumstances, that we may not become ordinary. I would like to speak in the other scripture of how we “have all been given to drink of one Spirit”. The allusion is to persons being satisfied. It says, 

“For also in the power of one Spirit we have all been baptised into one body” and then, “have all been given to drink of one Spirit”. May I say reverently, What a well to drink at! Samson found that; you will recall he was weary; he had done certain great things, but he was very weary. I suppose there are none of us who do not taste something of that at times. Then it says he found ‘the caller’s spring’; he found something that refreshed him to go on his way. 

Well, may we find that in the Spirit, beloved—strength to go on our way. You know, “to drink of one Spirit” is meant to make you satisfied. It is another thing about the anointing; persons are not looking for help here or there, but are satisfied in what they have drunk into—we have “all been given to drink of one Spirit”. 

I just close in speaking again for a moment about Abraham. The king of Sodom came to him to try to bring him into his system. Abraham’s answer to that monarch shows that he had a sense that he was anointed by God. He says, ‘You cannot add anything to me’. The greatest king, I suppose, of the moment approached Abraham and said, Whatever you want I will give you. What an offer! Beloved, would you trade the enjoyment of divine love for that tonight—would you? Abraham would not. He says, “I have lifted up my hand to Jehovah, the Most High God”, Genesis 14: 22. ‘I have been given to drink of all the wonderful resources of divine love. What can you give me?’ 

Dear friend, what can the world add to you? May you open your heart tonight to drink into “one Spirit”. He is here tonight to satisfy your longing; He is here tonight to satisfy your need. The early chapters of the epistle to the Romans speak of the Spirit in His grace and patient service, satisfying you about your need and all your problems, but His normal service is to lead you into the great system of the blessings of divine love. Open your heart, beloved, tonight. As I said in relation to Abraham, what can the world add? It cannot anoint you; that is one thing; it cannot offer you an inheritance among the sanctified; it cannot offer you anything that is going to last; but Abraham had the assurance that the Most High God, and the great resources of divine love, were all for him, and he said, ‘You cannot add anything to me’. May we be satisfied, beloved; there is more than will fill our hearts; may we be drawn into the great system of wealth that is ours. May we make way for that anointing and move here in all the dignity of it. The world can only take away your beauty; that is all it can do; that is what it did with Saul as not anointed. May it be that the Spirit tonight in you and in me has more uninterrupted liberty to form us in divine love, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Birmingham
13 September 1986




Scripture references

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (JND) [21] Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, [is] God, [22] who also has sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 (JND) [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ. [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit.

1 Corinthians 6:20 (JND) [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

1 Corinthians 6:20 (JND) [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

Isaiah 35:10 (JND) [10] And the ransomed of Jehovah shall return, and come to Zion with singing; and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Revelation 1:5-6 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.

1 Corinthians 15:3 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures;

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Exodus 15:17 (JND) [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.

Psalms 42:5 (JND) [5] Why art thou cast down, my soul, and art disquieted in me? hope in God; for I shall yet praise him, [for] the health of his countenance.

Galatians 3:26 (JND) [26] for ye are all God's sons by faith in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 3:26 (JND) [26] for ye are all God's sons by faith in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

1 Chronicles 16:22 (JND) [22] [Saying,] Touch not mine anointed ones, And do my prophets no harm.

2 Samuel 1:21 (JND) [21] Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, no rain upon you, nor fields of heave-offerings! For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, The shield of Saul, [as] not anointed with oil.

1 John 2:12 (JND) [12] I write to you, children, because [your] sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.

Matthew 10:19 (JND) [19] But when they deliver you up, be not careful how or what ye shall speak; for it shall be given to you in that hour what ye shall speak.

Exodus 30 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make an altar for the burning of incense: of acacia-wood shalt thou make it; [2] a cubit the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth thereof square shall it be; and two cubits its height; of itself shall be its horns. [3] And thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, the top thereof, and the sides thereof round about, and the horns thereof; and thou shalt make upon it a border of gold round about. …

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

John 1:32 (JND) [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him.

Luke 4:21 (JND) [21] And he began to say to them, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Acts 7:60 (JND) [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Leviticus 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the anointing oil, and the bullock of the sin-offering, and the two rams, and the basket of unleavened [bread]; [3] and gather all the assembly together at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …

Leviticus 8:11 (JND) [11] And he sprinkled thereof on the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all its utensils, and the laver and its stand, to hallow them.

Deuteronomy 5:29 (JND) [29] Oh that there were such a heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments continually, that it might be well with them and with their sons for ever!

Genesis 14:22 (JND) [22] And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lifted up my hand to Jehovah, the Most High God, possessor of heavens and earth,



WHAT GOD HAS JOINED





T. Oberg 

Genesis 24: 1–9, 66, 67; Ecclesiastes 4: 9–12 

One has been impressed in relation to this time together because in this marriage we have two 

persons who have been brought together, one from New Zealand and the other from the United States. I think that in relation to every marriage, particularly in relation to this one, it would be good to be reminded of the sovereignty of the God and Father that we have to do with. I was impressed with this scripture in relation to Abraham seeking a wife for Isaac. 

There was some doubt in the servant’s mind as to whether he would be able to ensure that Isaac should have a wife. But Abraham knew the God with whom he had to do—“Jehovah the God of the heavens, who took me out of my father’s house he will send his angel before thee, that thou mayest take a wife for my son thence”. I think we need to see, particularly in marriage, the seal that God would put on it, His movements in relation to it. You might think, 

‘Well, I am fortunate, I have got my wife’, but I do not think a Christian would approach it from that standpoint. It is a mercy that falls upon men generally; we must admit that; it is known in the world, but a Christian should have some appreciation of the love of God that has provided that mercy for him. 

And then it should be rightly used; there is a purpose in everything that God does. The institution of marriage was inaugurated, or brought into being, at the time of the creation. But we should, particularly at this time in the testimony, value the greatness of God that He would bring persons together in marriage, and we should see His part in it. We should attribute the origin of our marital bonds to God; as has been said by Mr. Darby, nothing begins with us except sin. I think that the acknowledgment of the greatness of God in doing what He has done in bringing our brother and sister together in marriage would cause us to rejoice in it because it shows the love of God. As the hymn says— 

‘How good is the God we adore, 

Our faithful unchangeable Friend, 

Whose love is as great as His power, 

And knows neither measure nor end’ (Hymn 23) 

This is the One that we have to do with, but I would like to tell you, further, that there is a purpose in what God does. There is a tendency and I feel this as being weak in relation to it when we are married to view it as our own doing, and perhaps we slip into the enjoyment of what would be afforded in this mercy without acknowledging the part of God in it and His purpose, His desires, in relation to it. 

We see an example in Isaac. Isaac’s mother had died; there was sorrow; and, dear friend, if you are a friend of Christ this world is full of sorrow, and yet it speaks of Isaac being comforted. When he consummated his marriage he was comforted. I think that in marriage there should be the powerful feeling of an oasis of comfort, comfort in a right way, comfort not only in a natural sense, but comfort in the acknowledgment of the great God who has allowed this to transpire, and the magnification of God in it, the One who loves us. Here Isaac and Rebecca had a tent. Often we settle down in a house, and then we become occupied with the house; but they had a tent. When you think of it, the impress it made upon them would have been distinctive. It would affect a person who went into it, and you would feel the result of it, the fruitfulness, the lineage of Isaac as it goes through Scripture marking out the wisdom of God in bringing Rebecca to him. It is something that we should take account of, and see that we use and enjoy marriage in a right sense. 

Then in the last scripture we have the matter of two being better than one. This book really shows that this scene of things is not to be used selfishly for us. Ecclesiastes begins with “Vanity of vanities! all is vanity”, and you find the test is stronger when you are younger; the temptation is to draw you off away from Christ to pursue the vanity and glamour of the world, things that may appeal to you naturally. When you become married I think the test is the things that are on this earth; they can be taken up rightly—maybe our houses, whatever it is—and yet they may occupy a place in our lives which takes the place that Christ may have had at the start of our married life in coming in and bringing us together. It is a wonderful thing if Christ was the common bond that brought us together, and I think that that touches on the three-fold cord. It is something that has impressed me, because, when there was a marriage, my grandmother used to have this much on her mind, that a three-fold cord is not easily broken. You see, God in His sovereignty would touch this marriage, and would touch every marriage that is joined of Him. The Lord said, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate”, Matthew 19: 6. That stands, and we would acknowledge the sovereignty of God and the moving of His heart. And yet you see around, as a matter of practical experience, the fact that this world is full of failed marriages, persons separated from each other. Therefore marriage is something that we should enter into with the preciousness before us of that three-fold cord the fact that we are to bring Christ into everything that we do. What a wonderful thing it is! Because it is there that we find comfort; there it is where you really find relief from the sorrows that accompany the pathway here. 

One would encourage us all to rejoice, to rejoice in this occasion, to rejoice in the goodness and mercy of God that the institution of marriage continues to this day, and one would just remind us, or exhort, that those who are married hold it rightly, acknowledging the sovereignty of God in touching our lives in this way. The labour spoken of here would be like Priscilla and Aquila labouring together in what would further the work of the Lord. Well, may we be helped in relation to it. 

One would just add that perhaps those who are not married might think that this word leaves them out, but one thing I think we can always join in is the acknowledgment, as we have already said, of what God has done at this time. Also let us soberly assess the fact that God has His hand over all things; He has His hand over you and me. He would have to say when the time came if it would be His will that you should be married, and it would be something to rely on Him in relation to. There is a lot of pressure today, I feel, in relation to marriage, yet one would desire, knowing something of the expression of the three-fold cord, that the establishment and inauguration of marriage may be through the guidance and direction of the One that we have to do with. Well, may we be encouraged in relation to this. One would just lift up our hearts again to say that we need to be thankful, thankful for what has taken place, and to realize the goodness and mercy of God in this matter, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 24:1-67 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; [4] but thou shalt go to my land and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac. [5] And the servant said to him, Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land: must I, then, bring thy son again in any case to the land from which thou hast removed? [6] And Abraham said to him, Beware that thou bring not my son thither again. [7] Jehovah the God of the heavens, who took me out of my father's house, and out of the land of my nativity, and who has spoken to me, and who has sworn to me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land he will send his angel before thee, that thou mayest take a wife for my son thence. [8] And if the woman be not willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be quit of this my oath: only, bring not my son thither again. [9] And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore unto him concerning that matter. [10] And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; now all the treasure of his master was under his hand; and he arose and went to Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor. [11] And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by a well of water, at the time of the evening, when the women came out to draw [water]. [12] And he said, Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, meet me, I pray thee, [with thy blessing] this day, and deal kindly with my master Abraham. …

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (JND) [9] Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. [10] For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but woe to him that is alone when he falleth, and who hath not another to lift him up! [11] Again, if two lie together, then they have warmth; but how can one alone be warm? [12] And if a [man] overpower the one, the two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

Matthew 19:6 (JND) [6] so that they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.



A HOUSE IN A WALLED CITY

P. W. Hickmott 

Leviticus 25: 29–31; Deuteronomy 22: 8 

I want to apply this scripture as to a dwelling house in a walled city to a house that is set in relation to the assembly. We are thankful that, 

in these broken and difficult days, not only is the light of the assembly known to us, but something of the experience of the assembly. If someone has a house in a walled city what protection that would be! Why would anyone ever want to sell it? I trust that no one here, none of us who have homes that are related to the assembly, will ever surrender them. The times we have been through, God has brought us through in pure mercy. May we make resolves—not only thinking of our brother and sister, but each one of us as having households—that they may be maintained in relation to the assembly and the protection it would afford. 

So it is implied that the house is to be possessed for ever. I am just making an application of this; it says, “It shall not go out in the jubilee”; it will be his for ever. It would be a fine thing if every one of us made this resolve, that our household, our home setting, will be held primarily in relation to the interests of God and the interests of Christ down here. 

I suggest that these other houses in the villages that have no wall round about them may be like many Christian homes around us here, which do not have the light of the assembly. 

Hence they would not have the same concern to keep the world out. Oh may none of us let our homes in any sense drift into the evil world that is around us. It is really Satan’s world. In saying that I am not referring to believers, but to the world as a system. It is the world that the Lord Jesus referred to when He said, “The ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14: 30. 

Now just a reference to this parapet in Deuteronomy. It would seem that the houses in those days had a flat roof; the people were often up on the roof and there was a danger that they 

would fall off, so a parapet was to be built. How important it is for each one of us who is a householder to have a home that would afford protection to anyone who comes into it. It is a simple matter to speak of, I know, but it is very important. I believe the enemy of our souls would constantly try to infiltrate into our home settings and to bring his things into them so that persons who come into our homes are damaged. Would it not be fine if every one of our homes was a place of salvation—salvation for one another, in fact salvation for anyone who comes into them? Think of enquiring persons coming into them and finding blessing, finding a sphere where God is given the first place, where Christ is given His place. 

Well, that is just my word as we are together, that we should not overlook this parapet, but encourage one another to build it, so that each and all of us are protected as we are in our home settings and that we also hold our homes in relation to the walled city, which really is the assembly, for His name’s sake. 

Words at the marriage of Mr. M. Hickmott and Miss R. J. Oberg, Villa Grove
3 May 1986 

 


Scripture references

Leviticus 25:29-31 (JND) [29] And if any one sell a dwelling-house in a walled city, then he shall have the right of redemption up to the end of the year of the sale thereof; for a full year shall he have the right of redemption. [30] But if it be not redeemed until a whole year is complete, then the house that is in the walled city shall be established for ever to him that bought it, throughout his generations: it shall not go out in the jubilee. [31] But the houses in villages that have no wall round about them shall be reckoned as the fields of the country: they may be redeemed, and they shall go out in the jubilee.

Deuteronomy 22:8 (JND) [8] When thou buildest a new house, thou shalt make a parapet for thy roof, that thou bring not blood upon thy house, if any one should in any wise fall from it.

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;



AVAILABILITY FOR DIVINE USE

A. V. Way 

1 Samuel 3: 1, 10; Isaiah 6: 1–8 

I was thinking of the state wherein we can become available to divine Persons for service. It is good that we are together in another occasion, gathered to the name of the Lord—not the occasion of showing forth His death till He come, but one in which we look to Him to speak to us. It is very comforting to think of His words at the end of Matthew, “Behold, I am with you all the days, until the completion of the age”—right on to the very end. It is almost two thousand years since He said that. Through grace, by the Holy Spirit, the report has come down to us. Something of that was occupying us in the reading on Lord’s day, “So faith then is by a report, but the report by God’s word”, Romans 10: 17. So all of us have been the subjects of a report, probably coming through our parents, certainly in the meetings by the constant service of the Spirit. Thank God for the assemblings of the saints throughout the years, and the work of God proceeding. We have all sat under the sound of the word, the gospel, and the opening out of the truth in our reading meetings and other occasions. So right down to this time the Lord has been with His people. He is with us now, just a few of that great company forming His assembly. It is very encouraging and strengthening. The source of the strength is not from us. 

Paul, addressing the Corinthians, says, “I was with you in weakness” (1 Corinthians 2: 3); “I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (verse 2); “and my word … not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (verse 4). Something of that can come into our occasions as the Lord is made way for. We each, through the days, through the week, will be concerning ourselves, I trust, that we may be increasingly in the presence of the Lord, communing with Him. How we need these experiences! What a place of temptations it is. We do not want to be novices as to the artifices of the devil, and the weakness of the flesh, but to be strengthened by the Spirit. 

Things come into our minds, unbidden thoughts, or something defiling which we may see, the flesh seeking to get a place, but we can relate to it the principle seen in Romans 8: 14, “As many as are led by the Spirit of God”. So, at that moment, am I being led by the Spirit of God? We are to become more sensitive and discerning as to what would be of profit spiritually, what it is the intent of God to effect in us. Now there is that which has come down from heaven—the Person of the Lord Jesus Himself, here in figure as a Man, manifesting the most wonderful standard of manhood, in which He suffered to effect the salvation of our souls. The testifying and searching out by prophets, as Peter speaks of them, all pointed on to the incoming of Christ and His sufferings. Oh what a blessed Person we have on whom to rivet our attention! 

We are to be encouraged on these occasions, as there is a basis of true exercise proceeding in us. 

What preceded the incoming of this boy Samuel we well know and often refer to—the depths of exercise gone through by his mother. I think that is what we need, depths in our exercises, not just being academic, or doctrinal, but marked by reality, that we are seeking to make progress, to gain substance and further and deeper impressions of the Lord and His affection for us, to be more in the reality of the fact that “Ye are not your own, for ye have been bought with a price”, 1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20. So restraint is to mark us. We are to be separate, concerned as to the teaching in Leviticus 11 as to animals clean and unclean—what we can, or cannot, appropriate. We had a reference recently to fish with scales that keep out damaging influences, and fins, so that there is power to go against the current of unprofitable influences or persons, or my mere natural mind. There is the present threat of what militates against the truth. The recovery of the truth in Mr. Darby’s time, frequently referred to, was quickly opposed by Satan, and spurious teaching was put out attacking the perfection of Jesus and His intrinsic fragrance to the Father. Gatherings were set up independently, and that line has been carried down in our times. Can we be sensitive as to this? What is in the ecclesiastical sphere, where Christ is not given the first place, needs to be avoided. 

This boy Samuel was the product of much exercise, and there was in him this condition of soul to which Jehovah could entrust His mind, yet just a boy! It would be abnormal, we might say, but the man who should have been carrying responsibility was dull. It says, “And the word of Jehovah was rare in those days; a vision was not frequent”. How Jehovah must have felt it! Well, God had wrought in the circumstances of a sister to bring in this boy in whom He had great purposes to work out. He would encourage us to be in line with the greatness of His purposes. What wonderful things He has in view, all centring in Christ, soon to be brought into public expression, but now proceeding in a hidden way, including this little company here tonight. Who knows about it? Very few. Who cares about it as far as the world or Christendom are concerned? But we can have a sense of God being with us. We are not making anything of ourselves in saying that, but I am sure each of us here would experience a movement in our souls as we recognise the Lord being intensely interested in our having the word of God in our hands, and making way, by the Spirit, for His speaking to us, to strengthen us for another day in the pathway here prior to His coming. So Samuel is able to say, “Speak, for thy servant heareth”; there is that condition in this boy that Jehovah is pleased to answer and so use him, an instrument in His hands. He is able to testify to what he hears, and he grows and develops continually in the atmosphere of the 

temple, and becomes a great help and power to Israel and to David. So God would bring about in each of us that which he can use in the testimony. 

The passage in Isaiah shows that we need constantly to have a sense of the holiness of God, His majesty. Who could stand such an experience as depicted in this chapter? “Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! and the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke”. The foundations of the thresholds shook at His voice alone! And the man is convicted. “Woe unto me! ... I am a man of unclean lips”. He makes nothing of himself, he has no excuses. But God recognises an honest heart, and I think that is what is required with all of us, an honest heart which is constantly in the presence of God. He has His own way to meet the condition, by the glowing coal, the fire. How wonderful our God is! The day of grace has become possible because of what the Lord Jesus met in His death. Only He could endure vicariously the fire of the wrath of God. Our blessed Lord and Saviour gave Himself for us, and we trust in His shed blood. We are justified in the power of His blood, and saved in the power of His life (Romans 5: 9, 10). Well, it involves sensitivity on our side, conscious of God intervening in an experience which touches us, to effect a change in our condition. The seraph says, “Behold this hath touched thy lips”. Have we a sense of being touched by God in this way, so that we are cleansed and suitable for His service? Then the voice comes, “Whom shall I send?”, and he is able to say, “Here am I; send me”. May we be stimulated, brethren, to follow out exercises so the Lord can use us in our small and simple measure; it means much to Him. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Melbourne
4 November 1986




Scripture references

1 Samuel 3:1-10 (JND) [1] And the boy Samuel ministered to Jehovah before Eli. And the word of Jehovah was rare in those days; a vision was not frequent. [2] And it came to pass at that time, when Eli lay in his place (now his eyes began to grow dim, he could not see), [3] and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel lay in the temple of Jehovah, where the ark of God was, [4] that Jehovah called to Samuel. And he said, Here am I. [5] And he ran to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I did not call: lie down again. And he went and lay down. [6] And Jehovah called again, Samuel! And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I did not call, my son: lie down again. [7] Now Samuel did not yet know Jehovah, neither had the word of Jehovah yet been revealed to him. [8] And Jehovah called again the third time, Samuel! And he arose and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou calledst me. And Eli perceived that Jehovah was calling the boy. [9] And Eli said to Samuel, Go, lie down; and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, Jehovah, for thy servant heareth. So Samuel went and lay down in his place. [10] And Jehovah came, and stood, and called as at the other times, Samuel, Samuel! And Samuel said, Speak, for thy servant heareth.

Isaiah 6:1-8 (JND) [1] In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. [2] Seraphim were standing above him: each had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he flew. [3] And one called to the other and said, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! [4] And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. [5] And I said, Woe unto me! for I am undone; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts. [6] And one of the seraphim flew unto me, and he had in his hand a glowing coal, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar; [7] and he made it touch my mouth, and said, Behold, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin expiated. [8] And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? And I said, Here am I; send me.

Romans 10:17 (JND) [17] So faith then [is] by a report, but the report by God's word.

1 Corinthians 2:3 (JND) [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling;

Romans 8:14 (JND) [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

Leviticus 11 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying to them, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, These are the animals which ye shall eat of all the beasts which are on the earth. [3] Whatever hath cloven hoofs, and feet quite split open, and cheweth the cud, among the beasts that shall ye eat. …

Romans 5:9-10 (JND) [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath. [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.



FRUIT OF HIS TRAVAIL





P. van den Berg 

Lord Jesus, in Thy presence 

Our hearts in rapture rest, 

And conscious of Thy nearness 

We are supremely blest. 

No distance, nought to sever 

This bond of love divine; 

Lord Jesus, we in union 

Are now for ever Thine! 

Thy hands and side, Lord Jesus, 

Were pierced—Oh depth of grace! 

We gaze in holy wonder, 

In Thee love’s purpose trace. 

Thou’st served in love so tender 

To have Thy cherished bride 

To be in holy splendour 

In glory at Thy side. 

We praise with adoration 

Such love in death expressed; 

As fruit of Thy soul’s travail 

Now in Thy love we rest. 

Rijswijk
1951




MUSINGS





“CONFORMED TO HIS DEATH” 

One was affected afresh recently by the verse, 

‘We show Thy death Lord Jesus, 

And here would seek to be 

More to Thy death conformed, 

Whilst we remember Thee’. (Hymn 435) 

Philippians 3 shows Paul’s deep inward longing ‘to know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death’. If our affections have been won by Him who gave up everything for us, emptying Himself, humbling Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, we shall desire to bear the marks of His death. Paul says, “I bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus”, Galatians 6: 17. The word “brands” refers to the marks of ownership made by branding-irons on slaves. Paul was Christ’s bondman. The Christian is to manifest in His life that he belongs to a crucified, but glorified, Christ. All this must flow from what is inward—Christ enshrined in our hearts—but that must have obvious outward effects. It will be evident in our friendships, dress, adornment, conversation—our hair, in the case of women—that we are conformed to Christ’s death. 

It is a great privilege to manifest our loyalty to our rejected Lord. How He values those who in love to Him happily follow in the path which He trod, a Stranger here, devoted to His Father’s will. And let us not forget the recompense—that any sacrifice brings compensating joy. No epistle is more marked by rejoicing than that to the Philippians, written from Rome by Paul while in prison. 

FCM 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661

 


Scripture references

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …

Galatians 6:17 (JND) [17] For the rest let no one trouble me, for *I* bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus.
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