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THE FELLOWSHIP OF GOD’S SON

1 Corinthians 1:9;  Daniel 6:10;  1 John 1:7

2 Timothy 2:19-22

The time we have had together has been so very encouraging, dearly beloved, and I trust that each one here has experienced the encouragement of having the Lord Jesus brought freshly before us.  The key to everything is occupation with Christ.  I trust each one here will come to that in a greater and fuller way, that the reality of occupation with Christ might truly be our experience.

We have been occupied with Christ during our time together, opening up the Scriptures to enquire into the truth, having the Lord before us as the living One.  It is not a historical Jesus that we have before us.  It is not some story that we read about a good man, but it is occupation with a living Saviour, the living One.  How wonderful that each one of us can know Jesus in that way.  It would be the yearning of my soul, dearly beloved, that we might each one lay hold in a greater way of the reality that we have to do with a living Man in heaven.  How precious He is!  We have been reminded of Him not only as the living One but the One who imparts life, the One who sustains life.  How good it is to think of the activities of the Lord in His love and grace and goodness.  His desire is that not only would you know Him in that way as the living One but that you too would enter into what is really life.  Our brother mentioned these words of Jesus, “I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly.” (John 10:10).  So not only can we have the experience of life but we can have it abundantly.  

That would bring us into the liberty that our brother mentioned, going in and going out (John 10:9).  How wonderful is the liberty that is available to us in this life that we have been brought into through Christ, this abundance of life and its enjoyment.  We ended our time together speaking about the coming of the Lord.  Oh, what a prospect, the bright prospect of every believer – the coming of the Lord Jesus!  May it grow in my own soul and may it become a more present and living reality with each one.  

We have spoken often in our own locality about how not only are we waiting for the Lord, but we are watching.  We are looking for His coming.  That is something that really laid hold of me, and it is something I would desire that each one here should lay hold of, that not only are we waiting for the coming of the Lord but we are watching, we are looking, we are longing, yearning for that blessed day when the Lord Jesus will come and He will take all of His own to be with Himself.  How wonderful that is.  If we are watching for Him, it will have a bearing on our lives now, there will be a change in me and a change in you.  We are not simply waiting for a day to come, we are watching and preparing for that day to come, and His coming involves His appearing.  

We were talking during the break about how in our time here there are things we work through, and arrive at together whether they are trials, tribulations, difficulties, whatever they may be.  Simply working out the truth together, arriving at a greater understanding of it, allows us to lay hold of things in reality,  in view of developing and establishing maturity in the saints so that we are ready to be with Him in that day to come, when He shall reign supreme.  What a day that shall be, how blessed is the prospect!

In the meantime we are set together, we are here together and it is a privilege to be able to work things out together.  That is not merely doctrine; it is not only learning truths, learning doctrines, although that has a place in understanding this wonderful fellowship that we have read about in 1 Cor.1.  That is the exercise that I have.  God is faithful and we have been called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  I desire for each one of us that we should have a greater appreciation of the dignity of this fellowship, the fellowship of God’s Son, and that we should have a greater understanding of the privilege that it is to be part of this fellowship of God’s Son.  Then also that we should have an understanding and be exercised in relation to the responsibility of having part in this fellowship of His Son.  It is not a fellowship according to man’s way of thinking.  Every true believer who has the Holy Spirit has been called into this fellowship.  You have been called: do you realise that?  Is that something that has truly entered into your heart, that you have been called into this fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord?  I speak for myself; I went many years without really having any true understanding and appreciation of this fellowship, that it was real, that it was something that God Himself had called me into.  There are so many believers who have no sense of the privilege, the dignity of this fellowship or the fact they have been called into it.  It would be my desire that that we should be more aware of this wonderful fellowship that we have been called into, not just in its terms, not just in the way of being able to express it verbally, nor to merely speak about it, or only to know the doctrine of it, but to truly appreciate the truth of it.  When I say ’to know the doctrine’, I am not speaking of what is merely intellectual.  We must truly know its reality through experience.  That is what the Lord is looking for, that we would have that experience.  

There are many believers who are unaware of the true character of this fellowship.  And there are some who are aware of it but are not answering to it.  How solemn that is, to be aware of such a fellowship and to not be answering to it.  Think of what that must mean to the heart of Christ.  Think of the feelings of Christ, and I say that reverently.  The Lord has feelings, divine feelings; there are no feelings like the feelings of the Lord.  Think of how that must affect Him, if I am aware of such a privileged place but do not avail myself of it, or ignore it, or am indifferent to it, and do not answer to it.  Then there may be others who are aware of the fellowship but are not answering in a way that is in accord with it.  I think that is really the reason it is important to understand it is the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  It is His fellowship, it is not our fellowship.  That is something we need to lay hold of; may we be preserved from looking at fellowship as ours.  It is the fellowship of Jesus Christ our Lord.  We have had that impression recently, of the importance of the lordship of Christ, and the need to own Him as Lord.  What a privilege that is, what an honour it is to be able to own Him as Lord, to own His authority in my life and in your life.  Think about the happy opportunity we have, as we own His authority upon us, to be together in these things.  That unity is the result of owning Him as our Lord and is what characterises this fellowship. 

We might ask ourselves: ‘What is fellowship all about?’  What is this fellowship like?  What characterises this fellowship?  Dearly beloved, what characterises this fellowship should be what was seen in Christ as a Man here on earth, a perfect Man in every way.  Think of that; He is the one who has perfectly fulfilled everything that was in the heart and mind of God.  All that God has purposed was seen and fulfilled in that blessed Man.  He is the One who gives character to this dignified fellowship.  People have all sorts of fellowships, they come up with all sorts of prestigious institutions and esteemed organisations and various fellowships that are dependent on an agreement as to what the rules should be and the regulations should be, what the order might be, or what the creed is.  That is not what is spoken about in this scripture.  This is a fellowship that is according to Christ and Christ alone, and the primary feature of this fellowship is the recognition of His lordship.  

We took up the Corinthian epistles some years back and I was so impressed with the skill and the wisdom of the apostle Paul, the way that he addressed the need that was there in Corinth.  You see, the Corinthians were in a poor state, in a bad way; it has been said they were walking badly.  What skill the apostle Paul used in addressing what needed to be addressed in that particular locality.  The thing about it is, that it does not only apply to Corinth, because he addressed his letter to “the assembly of God which is in Corinth” and then the apostle says, “with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,” (1 Cor.1:2).  There was a particular need there in Corinth, but what the apostle Paul says to meet that need would preserve us as well.  How these principles remain true, and they are needed in order for us to understand the fellowship of God’s Son.  It is remarkable the way that the apostle Paul sought to help the Corinthians to address their poor state.  They were in a bad way but he recognised what was of God.  He took them up from God’s perspective and the way God viewed them.  May we be helped in seeking to encourage one another.  Always keep in mind God’s perspective and the way that God sees His saints.  Paul referred to them as “those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints”.  That was the divine perspective, God’s perspective; “called saints”, set apart for Him.  Dearly beloved, I would trust that as we consider these things for ourselves, the thought that we have been sanctified, that we have been called saints, should have an effect upon our hearts which should produce within me and in every believer a greater desire to truly be in correspondence with God’s thoughts.  That should cause exercise that my walk and my ways, and yours, are found more in correspondence with the divine perspective.  

How important it is to consider how the Lord Jesus moves to bring us consciously into this fellowship under His careful instruction and care.  You can see the Spirit of Jesus coming out in Paul in the way that he works with the saints in Corinth.  He recognises what they are, he takes account of how “ye come short in no gift” (1 Cor.1:7), he even takes into account how they had “been enriched in him” (1 Cor.1:5), and that there was knowledge there for the testimony of Christ.  Paul recognises these things.  Yet later on in the epistle he has to say, “And I, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly”, (1 Cor.3:1).  So we may have certain things that are right in themselves, and there may be outwardly what is commendable, but the apostle Paul had a real desire to get right to the point of the matter; he had “not been able to speak to you as to spiritual”.  Adjustment was needed so they might come to a judgment of the carnal line.  We see the results of carnality, the sectarian way of thinking, in this chapter.  The Corinthians were on party lines, they were thinking along sectarian lines; some were saying “I am of Paul, and another, I of Apollos”, (1 Cor.3:4).  How sad that is.  There were those whom Paul recognised as being “in everything … enriched in him, in all word of doctrine, and all knowledge”, and yet they were moving along carnal lines.  That has no place in the fellowship of God’s Son.  

Paul and Barnabas, those two dear servants of the Lord, are an example of how saints are to work together.  The saints in Jerusalem were not too keen on Paul coming in amongst them, probably because of his history.  They were a little wary of Paul, but Barnabas adjusted them and he linked on as they recognised the work of God in Paul.  He linked on with that and they served together, but there came a point where they went their separate ways (Acts 15:37-39).  That was because Barnabas allowed what was natural to come in and to govern him in the decisions that he made in relation to his upcoming continuation of service.  That is  carnal thinking.  Paul was exercised about the service that was before them, he thought it was not a good idea to take Mark, one who had abandoned them, and I think that Paul was exhibiting spiritual thinking.  He had discernment at the time; Barnabas was carried away by natural thinking and so they separated.  That kind of thinking along natural lines has no place in the fellowship of God’s Son.  We recognise what is naturally legitimate, we recognise that it has its place, but it is not to govern us and it is definitely not to govern the fellowship of God’s Son and the way matters are carried out, the working out of the truth together.    

That is what you have in the fellowship of God’s Son: there is a testimony to the working out of things, there is the desire that the testimony might be strengthened.  We have been taught that fellowship is partnership, that we are.  Do we view one another in that way?  That this truly is a partnership, that my interests are your interests, your interests are my interests?  What is that interest based on?  The Lord’s interests.  The Lord’s interests and what is for His own heart is our common bond.  How important that is.  In spite of the conditions in Corinth and the poor state that existed, God is able and the Lord is able for it all.  Paul worked very skillfully to bring them into the good of this; he says, “God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”.

Paul teaching the Corinthians about the fellowship of God’s Son was one of the ways in which he was seeking to help them to understand the true basis of fellowship.  It is not on carnal lines, it is not along party lines and sectarian ways of thinking and so forth.  I believe that is the reason why, in the first chapter, Paul almost immediately brings in the cross.  We had it before us; the cross removes everything, dearly beloved, that is contrary to God’s will.  It removes everything of me naturally, it removes the flesh, the first man: all that is done away with, it has all been removed.  If we do not come to that, then these things will  hinder our enjoyment of this wonderful fellowship that we have been called into.  “God is faithful”: in spite of the conditions in Corinth, in spite of my failure, I bring that right down to myself and it is so important for each one of us to bring this right down to ourselves.  God has His eye upon us so that despite our failing – and even in an area where the grace and love of God is available to us we still break down – God is faithful: He does not change.  God’s desire, His will, His intent, His love, His grace, His mercy – we could go on, they are unchanging, and they have not been diminished at all.  They are as strong as they ever were, beloved.  When we look around us, we see the conditions that exist in this day that we are in, but God’s love, His grace, His goodness – everything that has to do with God, everything that is seen in His ways and His movements and ultimately His purposes – none of these things have changed at all and they are all available.  So “God is faithful”; we may be unfaithful and we may fail, but God is faithful.  This fellowship which we have been called into remains.  It is available to you, it is available to me, and to every believer, for us all to come into, to lay hold of and to go in for.  We do not want to be persons who are only ostensibly in fellowship.  We want it to be a reality in our souls and in our hearts.  We want to be active in working it out.

Where I read in Daniel, I was thinking that one of the hindrances to truly working things out according to God’s mind and in the reality of the experience of them, is our outlook, our mindset.  I think Daniel is a good example of a man who had a right outlook.  You think of Daniel’s time, a day of captivity and restriction.  It would have been easy to lose hope and heart.  Yet every day, Daniel prayed with his windows opened to Jerusalem.  Jerusalem would represent God’s operations, the divine centre at that time.  Daniel never gave that up because God never gave that up.  So regardless of his circumstances, regardless of where he found himself, in captivity, in severely restricted circumstances, regardless of all that, Daniel continued.  His outlook was towards Jerusalem, his outlook was in relation to God’s operations.  He did not allow his outward circumstances to hinder him in that way; that was his outlook.  Even though this decree had gone out, there was no compromise from Daniel.  He continued as he always had.  It is tempting to compromise.  In the day that we live in, things are difficult, we have to own that.  I speak feelingly to the young persons; do not think that we do not understand that it is a difficult day.  It is a day of smallness, it is a day of breakdown and ruin, we own that, we understand that it is a difficult day and how tempting it is to compromise.  Daniel did not compromise whatsoever.  Well, may we be encouraged to not allow compromise to come in because of the smallness of things or the conditions that we see round about us.  We recognise the conditions, dearly beloved, but we do not become occupied with them and we do not allow ourselves to become governed by these conditions.  Our desire is to go on, we would not compromise, our outlook would stay the same, our outlook would be in line with God’s divine operations for the day that we are in.  

How wonderful it is that we see such an example in Daniel.  We might ask ourselves, how was he able to maintain a right perspective? I think it goes back to chapter 1, “Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food”, (Dan.1:8).  We had food today during our time together, which was very encouraging.  You think what the manna means for us, how we can be encouraged and strengthened in the wilderness pathway.  That living bread from heaven would enlarge us in our understanding and appreciation of what is heavenly.  Are we feeding upon that?  God has provided for both aspects; He understands our needs in the wilderness and He also understands what we need in order that we might apprehend divine things, heavenly things.  How considerate God is.  The question is, what are we feeding on?  Over the last several years, there have been many trials and tests.  I believe that they have been allowed to challenge us – what are we living on?  What are you living on?  What am I living on?  What am I feeding on?  What is the source of it?  It is good to know the source of what you are feeding on.  And what you are feeding on is what you will ultimately develop a taste for.  That came in during our time together; there was a reference to, “Taste and see that Jehovah is good”, Ps.34:8.  May each of us develop a taste for divine and spiritual food.  You see that with Daniel; he refused the king’s delicate food, he did not partake of it because he knew that what he needed to feed on was in type what would sustain him spiritually.  You have the pulse brought in; the pulse would not have been very attractive to men in the flesh and yet look at the result.  It not only sustained them but it says “their countenances appeared fairer” (Dan.1:15), and there had been actual growth and nourishment – it went beyond being sustained.  In fact Daniel and his friends looked better than all the rest; what a testimony that was.  May we be helped to consider what we are feeding on.  We have had it in our time together, we have had it brought before us.  May we be encouraged and exercised because the right food will establish and help us to have a right outlook and to be maintained in it.

I will just refer briefly to 1 John: “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another”.  We talk about the fellowship into which we have been called, but it has to be worked out, the demonstration of it, the experience of it.  Where we read in Corinthians, the point is what characterises that fellowship; it is the fellowship of God’s Son.  There the apostle does not emphasise fellowship with, but the fellowship of His Son – what characterises that fellowship.  Who is in charge when it comes to that fellowship?  Jesus Christ our Lord.  Here in 1 John it is that we have fellowship, that is the actual working of it out and the experience of it.  Fellowship as presented here is really a result.  People set up fellowships and other links similar to fellowship, and they become an object in themselves.  Fellowship is not exactly our object, but it should be the result of what we are occupied with: “if we walk in the light as he is in the light” is real fellowship.  It is not an arrangement that we have to strive to come up with, or to create or to establish, it is a result of being occupied with the same things.  How wonderful that is.  

John says that we are to walk “in the light as he is in the light”.  We know that light exposes, and as believers we should welcome that.  Light also reveals, light shows the way but the point here is “if we walk in the light”.  John does not refer to the Father of lights, or to how it exposes and reveals, and no doubt these aspects have their place, but it is the consequence of walking “in the light as he is in the light”.  Think of all that has been revealed by God in Jesus, all that has come out in relation to Himself, what He has made known of Himself.  Dearly beloved, how precious that is.  The result should be some real sense of God’s presence.  I can assure you that if we are walking in that way, then there will be a real sense of God’s presence on the basis of who He is and what He is and how He has revealed Himself.  It will change our relationships together.  “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light” and if that truly marks believers then “we have fellowship with one another” and nothing will mar or hinder that fellowship.  Nothing can set that fellowship to the side as long as we are found walking “in the light as he is in the light”, in the assurance and consciousness of His blessed presence.  

I wanted to mention 2 Timothy because it does have some bearing on fellowship.  What is so affecting about 2 Timothy 2 is that it is available to us now, in the present time.  We are not left without resources, we are not left without help and we are not left without support.  I do not want to overly occupy us with the smallness of things, but we are to recognise it, and the breakdown and the ruin.  It is there and I have had a part in it: that is something to come to as well.  Daniel always prayed that way, he always took the sins of the people upon himself, he identified himself with the people and he owned his part in that.  It is good to own our responsibility.  As we do, it will help us in our exercises.  

So chapter 2 is provided as guidance for believers in a day of breakdown and ruin, and that is so very encouraging.  In chapter 1, Paul refers to how God “has called us with a holy calling,” (2 Tim.1:9); the holy calling has not changed.  This is a holy calling according to the power of God.  God’s power has not diminished and it has not lessened at all; “who has saved  us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace”, so in spite of this day being one of breakdown and ruin, God is still moving along the lines of His purpose and His grace.  That holy calling has not changed at all.  You say: ‘Well, I look around and see the condition of things; what is the point?  Everything is broken down, everything is in ruins’.  Dearly beloved, what God has intended and what He has purposed in His heart has not broken down.  We are often occupied with numbers, so often occupied with outward conditions.  We may be taken up with what we see with our eyes, but God’s purpose has not changed and the greatness, glory, privilege and wonder of having part in these things is still available at the very same level as at the beginning.  That is something to lay hold of.  

This passage helps us to realise that we can go in now for the things that it speaks about.  It thrills my heart when I think of it in that way.  It helps me and encourages me, and I trust it will encourage each one of you, that the greatness and glory of the apostle writes of are still available and have not changed at all.  They are available for you to come into and to lay hold of.  So my exhortation to the young persons, the older persons, to every believer, is to avail ourselves of what God is making available to you today to enter into.  It is wonderful that it can be worked out together.  God is faithful, He has called us into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Are you answering to that today?  Do you realise the greatness of what God desires for you to come into, and the appreciation and the understanding of how great it is?  Persons might say, Well, I do not see that.  That may be because you are not moving along the line of faith.  It is like Lot; he moved along another line, he was a man of sight, he was governed by his circumstances and what he saw around him.  But Abraham was a man of faith.  Jehovah said, “Lift up now thine eyes” (Gen.13:14); that has its bearing today.  God would say to us today, ‘lift up thine eyes’.  He will show the greatness of what is available, and He will show the way.  It is available to you!  How wonderful it is when we consider 2 Timothy in this way: “pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.”  The scripture adds: “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”; that is important.  That is a requirement.  We cannot enter into these things if we brush that off to the side, skip that step.  We cannot do that.  If you do, you are going to be hindered from coming into what God truly desires that you enter into.  

These verses in 2 Timothy really bring before us the individual believer’s path in this day of waiting.  The path begins with the individual’s walk.  It ultimately results in bringing us into the enjoyment and appreciation of the collective aspect of things but it comes right down to you; it has to start in your heart.  The reality of these things can only be entered into if you lay hold of them, if we avail ourselves of the greatness of what God is making available through His beloved Son and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  It comes right down to you.  It says, “Let every one who names the name of the Lord”: every one.  That comes right down to you and to me.  Paul goes on, “If therefore one shall have purified himself from these … he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master”.  I wanted to emphasise that.  We cannot rely on the brethren to bring us livingly into these things, we cannot rely on our families to ensure that we are going to be found in the enjoyment of them; it comes right down to you and me.  It is my desire to encourage us each one that we might lay hold of these things individually: to realise that what God has made available is still available and He is making that appeal.  I go back to Abraham and God’s word to Him: “Lift up now thine eyes”.  

May we lift up our eyes and may we take account of what is available – the greatness and glory of it.  What a wonderful privilege it is to be able to go in for these things.  May we be in the good of that wonderful fellowship that we have been called to, may we answer to it and may we have the blessed experience, dearly beloved, of each one of us working these things out together.  What we work out together, what we experience, will go through.  We were talking about that during the break.  You might ask – what is the importance of this?  What is it all in view of?  That practical aspect of working out the truth together, working out fellowship together, the experience of fellowship here on earth in the fellowship of God’s Son is to be enjoyed at this time, but it is in view of another time – when He comes to reign.  What we work through in those experiences, what we come to at the present time, will help us to have our part with Christ in that day when He shall reign supreme.

May we be encouraged for His name’s sake.

Given at 3-day meetings at Wheaton, US

25 November 2022

 

Scotie Selman




Scripture references

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

2 Timothy 2:19-22 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.

John 10:9 (JND) [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture.

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

1 Corinthians 1:7 (JND) [7] so that ye come short in no gift, awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ;

1 Corinthians 1:5 (JND) [5] that in everything ye have been enriched in him, in all word [of doctrine], and all knowledge,

1 Corinthians 3:1 (JND) [1] And *I*, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:4 (JND) [4] For when one says, *I* am of Paul, and another, *I* of Apollos, are ye not men?

Acts 15:37-39 (JND) [37] And Barnabas proposed to take with [them] John also, called Mark; [38] but Paul thought it not well to take with them him who had abandoned them, [going back] from Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work. [39] There arose therefore very warm feeling, so that they separated from one another; and Barnabas taking Mark sailed away to Cyprus;

Daniel 1:8 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself.

Psalms 34:8 (JND) [8] Taste and see that Jehovah is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him!

Daniel 1:15 (JND) [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 1:9 (JND) [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time,

Genesis 13:14 (JND) [14] And Jehovah said to Abram, after that Lot had separated himself from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and westward;



STABILITY AND CERTAINTY






Matthew 16:13-18;  2 Chronicles 3:1-3 (to “God”); 

Acts 16:9,13,14,16-34,40;

Revelation 21:9-11,14,18,19 (to “stone”)

It is evident that we are living in a world marked by instability.  Every element of the world is unstable.  Look at the financial world, the markets; they are inherently unstable, capable of collapse in a moment.  The governments of men, the wars – think of the instability.  Even in matters in relation to the pandemic, how it has crippled the organisations of men.  Even the climate, with people not knowing what to do in relation to that.  Things are uncertain for man.  But, beloved, things are certain for the believer.  There is no instability in what I seek to speak about because it is of God.  It is not of the world, it is of God, and what God does is inherently stable.

In Matthew the Lord Jesus says, “on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades’ gates shall not prevail against it”.  Do you know the Lord Jesus?  Do you have Him as your Rock?  Have you put your trust in Him?  We have to begin there.  This is not the preaching of the glad tidings, but every day is a day of glad tidings as long as Christ is available.  He is available now to be your Saviour.  Young friend, have you trusted in Him yet?  He is there, available, and He would be your foundation, your sure foundation on that Rock.  When you put your trust in Him and accept Him as your Saviour, believe that He died for you and His blood was shed for you, you are saved.  You are saved for ever, and that is a rock-like foundation in your soul that cannot be shifted.  Nothing can move it.

But the believer remains in this world of instability that I have spoken of.  Is the believer to be shaken, to be unstable?  No, friend, because the Lord Jesus is a builder, and He builds with perfection.  He builds on the perfect foundation.  He builds on the rock – it is Himself.  He says to Peter, after Peter’s confession of who He was, that “my Father who is in the heavens” had revealed it to him.  Think of the Lord’s delight in seeing what the Father had revealed to Peter, that He was “the Christ, the Son of the living God”.  Beloved, that is the Person that the assembly is founded on.  What is the assembly?  It is Christ’s bride, it is His counterpart, it is the house of God.  It is what you are part of, if you are a believer.  You are not only in it, but you are part of it, part of that building that the Lord Jesus is building, and whatever He does, He does with perfection.  The foundation is perfect; it is the revelation that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  He is an immoveable foundation.  Nothing can change Him, nothing can change what He has done.  As you go through this world, amid all that is unstable, and if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus and you have the Holy Spirit, you are part of the assembly which is founded on Christ, and it cannot be shaken.  If you are part of that, you can have that assurance in your soul.

We need assurance at the present time.  What goes on in the world might cause us to be anxious and uncertain.  What is going to happen next?  For the believer, it is Christ coming for His own.  That is what we are looking for next.  But in the meantime, the Lord would assure you, for you are part of this building.  It is not a physical building, it is a spiritual building made up of persons, living stones.  If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus, you are one of them.  What a wonderful reassurance!  Think of the purpose of the Lord Jesus in saying that it was this rock on which He would “build my assembly”.  Nothing can get in the way of the Lord’s building.  Men’s building projects have to be stopped for all manner of reasons – weather, new ground conditions, things are found that mean the builders have to stop.  The Lord Jesus cannot be stopped from building His assembly.  He is adding those who come to Him day by day, those who believe on Him, those who receive the Holy Spirit, all built into that wonderful building.  

Beloved, as a believer, you are part of it.  Let your soul be assured in it, that you are part of something that cannot be shaken.  The Lord said, “hades’ gates shall not prevail against it”.  Hades’ gates speak of organised opposition to God of which Satan is the mastermind and which is against you.  He has so many different ways of attacking all those who love the Lord Jesus.  Satan would seek to shake you, but remember that you are on ground that cannot be shaken, you are on the ground of Christ, the Rock.  Personally and individually, nothing can take away your eternal salvation.  But remember, too, that you are part of the assembly, that spiritual building of which you are part, the house of God, the dwelling place of God, the habitation of God in the Spirit which the scripture speaks of.  It is unshakeable, and hades’ gates will never prevail.  No matter what Satan tries, “I will build my assembly, and hades’ gates shall not prevail against it”.

I read in Chronicles, first to remind us that the establishment of this foundation has been at great cost.  Solomon built the house of God, but it was David who secured the ground on which it was to be built.  This is an instructive type in the Old Testament of the house of God, the assembly, at the present time.  It says, “Solomon began to build … at Jerusalem on mount Moriah”.  It is an interesting place.  The footnote ‘a’ says, “shewn by Jehovah”.  It suggests the thought of revelation, what was revealed to David, that this was the place in which God would have His house.  David saw that, and he asked the person whose land it was if he could buy it from him, but the owner said that David could have it for nothing.  David said “No; but I will in any case buy them for the full money”, 1 Chron.21:24.  The Lord Jesus has paid in full the price that was necessary, that there might be an eternal and fixed foundation that His assembly could be built on.  Think of the cost there has been to Jesus personally.  He is the rock on which the assembly is founded, but we must never forget His work.  Think of how He has satisfied God in relation to everything that stood out against you and me.  The assembly, of course, does not have any past history, but the Lord Jesus has purchased her, and He has paid the price in full.

The second thing I was impressed with is that it says, “this was Solomon’s foundation”.  I think the person whose foundation it is gives character to the whole building.  Solomon was David’s son; his name means ‘peaceful’.  That is the character which the Lord Jesus gives to the house of God.  It is a place where there is peace and rest, and there is satisfaction there too.  You will not find these things in the world. You may find the temporary pleasures of sin there, but only in what is of God will you find true and lasting peace and satisfaction.  There are happy, normal relationships to be found in the assembly; you will not find them in the world.  These are the things that are in the assembly.  Value it and treasure it; it has been established at much cost.  It says, “the place that David had prepared in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite”.  It is interesting to look into the background of where this is.  This is the temple mount in modern day Israel, but it was a place that God had shown to David.  He said, “this is the place”.  It is almost like God revealing to Peter, ‘this is the One that the assembly will be founded on’.  Beloved, have you realised that, have you realised that the Lord Jesus is the “Son of the living God”?  It is interesting that the word “living” is used by the Lord.  This is a living building.  The natural mind cannot think of that, it does not make sense physically.  There is no such thing as a living building.  But in God’s realm there is, and we are part of it.  Through grace we have been built into it, and we are built up in it too.  That is the thought, but here it is a building that has been founded on what has been established at great cost, the cost of the work of Jesus.  We can apply it in that way.  The Lord has given Himself; He has died, His precious blood has been shed, and He lives now, so there is a righteous basis for all that He does in building.

I read in Acts 16 because there we have an example of a local assembly being established.  A brother recently suggested reading the epistle to the Philippians locally, and I was greatly confirmed by that, because we see what is normal there at Philippi.  What is normal is not what is ordinary or common, but it is what is normal according to God.  What is normal in man’s things changes from time to time.  What was normal twenty years ago is not normal now in man’s things.  What is normal, what is precious in the sight of God remains fixed, according to His standard, Christ.  And those are the precious things that are treasured in the assembly, where the Lord is honoured as the Head of it – not only the foundation of it, but He is the Head of that body.  He nourishes and He cherishes it, He provides everything.  Not only are you built into it, but you are built up in it.  Each living stone can grow in its appreciation of the Lord Jesus.  Again, you cannot think of that as a natural building.  Once the stone is in, it is there, and nothing can change that, but believers grow in their appreciation of Christ.  How wonderful is God’s building, the Lord’s building.

Paul was shown something, in a vision, “a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us”.  What distinct direction was given to Paul.  This was the first time that the glad tidings concerning the Lord Jesus had come into mainland Europe.  Where would you and I have been if this had not been the case?  Think of the Lord, in His wisdom, ensuring that the glad tidings spread westward.  We can be thankful that He did that.  I was affected by what Paul found in Philippi.  He finds women who were praying.  How wonderful that there is material which Paul can work with, dependent persons who pray to God.  That would be normal in the assembly, in the house of God.  It speaks of Lydia worshipping.  What I was struck by was the opposition that is described in Acts 16.  You might say, God had His purpose, to establish a local assembly in Philippi, in Europe, and immediately Satan was opposed to it.  This woman in verse 16 had the spirit of Python, an evil spirit said to be able to predict the future, and she said, “These men are bondmen of the Most High God”, something that on the face of it seemed harmless.  But the Lord would not have anything with its source in Satan to distract from what Paul was doing.  “And this she did many days.  And Paul, being distressed, turned, and said to the spirit, I enjoin thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her”.  Hades’ gates cannot prevail against what is of God.  In the devil’s craft, as the angel of light, Satan tried to adopt a disguise that might have looked all right, and thus be able to divert Paul.  No, friend, hades’ gates will not prevail!  God will see to it that His assembly is built according to His purpose, and that souls are secured for His pleasure in it.

Not only that, but the authorities and the crowd were against Paul and those that were with him and cast him and Silas into prison.  Hades’ gates were again making another attempt to thwart the building of the assembly.  “And at midnight Paul and Silas, in praying, were praising God with singing”.  Hades’ gates will not prevail against that work.  God will see to it that this building will not only be established, but it will function as it is intended to.  There will be praise to God in it, there will be glory to God “in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages.  Amen” (Eph.3:21), but it had already begun.  Paul and Silas knew what it was to praise God.  You might say the assembly in that city had not formally been established yet, but in Philippians it is interesting that Paul says, “from the first day until now”, Phil.1:5.  We see here the establishment of the local assembly in Philippi from the first day.  “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”: think of the fellowship that they had with the glad tidings.  They were not ashamed of it; they received it wholeheartedly.  This man believed on God, believed in the Lord Jesus; there was faith there.  That is normal in the assembly, persons marked by faith.  “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”.  Even the foundations, of the prison shook.  But the foundations of the assembly cannot be shaken.  What a contrast!  God is able to shake the things of this world that are opposed to His assembly, but the foundation of the assembly is firm and established for ever.

As a believer, you are part of that.  God would reassure you about that today.  Do not be concerned about what is going to happen.  Of course we pray for men; we see the suffering that is in the world and we pray for men on that account, but do not be concerned, do not be worried.  As a believer, you are founded, personally and individually, on the work of Christ, on Christ’s perfect, finished work, and you are part of this building of the assembly which is founded on Christ Himself.  Well, what a transformation in the jailor, “he took them the same hour of the night and washed them from their stripes; and was baptised, he and all his straightway … he laid the table for them”.  What a contrast; things are shared in the assembly.  It is not a congregation of individuals, it is a precious body, it is Christ’s body, and He is its Head in heaven.  That is why as a believer, I could not be a member of any other body, because I am already a member of the greatest body that there is.  A physical member of one human body cannot also be a member of another one at the same time.  How precious, how protective, the assembly is.  The Lord Jesus nourishes and cherishes His body (Eph.5:29).

It says, “having gone out of the prison, they came to Lydia; and having seen the brethren …”.  They gravitated to where they could see the evidence of the local assembly.  They saw the brethren – what was normal, the household happily gathering together in simplicity and dependence, faith, prayer, praise, thanksgiving, all normal in the assembly and established on a firm foundation.  Nothing that Satan can contrive can thwart it.  Let us have faith that we belong to such a structure and realise by the Spirit that we can take our happy part in it.

You might say, I am in a small meeting, there are only a few, it does not appear that I am part of anything substantial.  But the day of display that we read about in Revelation 21 is coming.  The world will wonder at the scale of the Lord’s assembly.  They will wonder, they will marvel at this city “coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God”.  This heavenly city, the Lamb’s wife, is a reminder of the suffering that there has been.  He was the One who suffered.  The Lord Jesus suffered like none other, but His wife has known what it is to suffer.  Things are against the assembly now, and there is suffering for she is the Lamb’s wife, but think of this shining, and of the glory of all that Christ has done.  He is the corner stone of this building of which He is the foundation.  He is the headstone giving character to the whole building and it has glory, the glory of God, and it will be wondered at.  The foundations are seen.  Normally you do not see the foundations of a building, they are hidden well below the earth, and even if you were to see them, they would not be the part that you would imagine would be adorned.  But these foundations have on them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

There was that which was foundational in the early times of Christianity.  It says that “they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers”, Acts 2:42.  The authority of those twelve formed a firm and solid starting point for the building of the assembly.  With the Spirit’s power, everything else has flowed from that; we benefit from that.  Think too of Paul’s ministry, representing perhaps more the pearl, the suffering that he and others endured that assemblies might be established.  But it says too that “the foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone”.  What glory and beauty this building will have.  Men have buildings that are functional, and there is perhaps no beauty about them.  Speaking reverently, God’s building, the house of God, is perfectly functional, but it is also beautiful.  It has a beauty because it is characterised by Christ and there is glory to God there.

Let us have our living and happy part in it.  Let us look to the Lord Jesus Himself, that glorious Person, the “Christ, the Son of the living God”, the One who is marked out in all His dignity, who is personally great.  Think of the greatness of His work, the cost that He has paid that there might be such a building established, and realise that in this coming time of glory, the vastness of it will be seen.  Do not be upset if you appear to be part now of something that, on the face of it, is small.  The assembly is universal, the assembly is vast, we know only a fraction of the believers that compose it, but let us value what there is in our local assemblies, because no matter how small it is, it is part of the whole and it is precious, and it will shine in all its glory in a day to come with all who compose it.  

May we be reassured, and not be anxious because of the uncertainty and instability in the world.  As a believer, you are part of something stable.  The assembly is founded on what is firm and immoveable and it will be for God’s glory eternally.  May the Lord bless the word.

Aberdeen Scotland
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Scripture references

Matthew 16:13-18 (JND) [13] But when Jesus was come into the parts of Caesarea-Philippi, he demanded of his disciples, saying, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some, John the baptist; and others, Elias; and others again, Jeremias or one of the prophets. [15] He says to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Matthew 16:13-18 (JND) [13] But when Jesus was come into the parts of Caesarea-Philippi, he demanded of his disciples, saying, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some, John the baptist; and others, Elias; and others again, Jeremias or one of the prophets. [15] He says to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

2 Chronicles 3:1-3 (JND) [1] And Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem on mount Moriah, where he appeared to David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. [2] And he began to build on the second of the second month, in the fourth year of his reign. [3] And this was Solomon's foundation for the construction of the house of God. The length by cubits after the first measure was sixty cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits.

2 Chronicles 3:1-3 (JND) [1] And Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem on mount Moriah, where he appeared to David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. [2] And he began to build on the second of the second month, in the fourth year of his reign. [3] And this was Solomon's foundation for the construction of the house of God. The length by cubits after the first measure was sixty cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits.

Acts 16:9-40 (JND) [9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us. [10] And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings. [11] Having sailed therefore away from Troas, we went in a straight course to Samothracia, and on the morrow to Neapolis, [12] and thence to Philippi, which is [the] first city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city certain days. [13] And on the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where it was the custom for prayer to be, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had assembled. [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul. [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us. [16] And it came to pass as we were going to prayer that a certain female slave, having a spirit of Python, met us, who brought much profit to her masters by prophesying. [17] She, having followed Paul and us, cried saying, These men are bondmen of the Most High God, who announce to you [the] way of salvation. [18] And this she did many days. And Paul, being distressed, turned, and said to the spirit, I enjoin thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And it came out the same hour. [19] And her masters, seeing that the hope of their gains was gone, having seized Paul and Silas, dragged [them] into the market before the magistrates; [20] and having brought them up to the praetors, said, These men utterly trouble our city, being Jews, …

Revelation 21:9-19 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's. [18] And the building of its wall [was] jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass: [19] the foundations of the wall of the city [were] adorned with every precious stone: the first foundation, jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;

1 Chronicles 21:24 (JND) [24] And king David said to Ornan, No; but I will in any case buy [them] for the full money; for I will not take that which is thine for Jehovah, to offer up a burnt-offering without cost.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Philippians 1:5 (JND) [5] because of your fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now;

Ephesians 5:29 (JND) [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly:

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.
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