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A WILLING PEOPLE

H. W. Jensen 

Exodus 35: 4–9, 22–26; Judges 5: 1, 2, 9; 1 Chronicles 28: 9; 29: 3–5, 9; Psalm 110: 1–3; Song of Songs 6: 11, 12 

As you may have discerned it is in mind to speak about willing-heartedness and a willing people. It is a remarkable scripture in Exodus 35 where Moses is requesting of the people to come forward willingly in relation to this matter of the heave-offering, God does not use the word ‘willing’ in Exodus 25 but Moses does in Exodus 35. God gave the commandment about the heave-offering in Exodus 25 but it has taken all these intervening chapters before Moses tells the people that it is time to bring the heave-offering. At the very outset, when God began to speak to Moses about the building of the tabernacle in the wilderness, and setting up the system of things that would be for His glory as the children of Israel went through the wilderness. He spoke of this matter of the heave-offering. But oh, what a great deal had intervened in the meantime. Moses was up on the mountain and he received the whole pattern from God as to what the tabernacle system should be like, beginning with the ark. In every detail God showed him the pattern there on the mount. 

Now what were the people doing? Down below, as Moses received that pattern, they were turning to idolatry. As Moses came down from the mount he had the two tables of stone in his hands. God told him to go down there because God had seen what was taking place among the people. They had taken off the golden rings from their ears and given them to Aaron and he had fashioned a calf for them to worship. Aaron fashioned that calf for them to worship instead of the mighty God who delivered them out of Egypt in His majesty and power and glory. There they were eating, drinking and 

rising up for sport. Aaron said that the calf just came out. No, it did not just come out, he had fashioned it. That is what they do in this world; people fashion their own god and chisel it like Aaron did. That is what people do instead of worshipping the blessed God who has revealed Himself in Jesus. So as Moses came down with the two tables of stone he threw them down and they were broken. God had established His covenant and the people had already desecrated what God had in mind for them as His people in the wilderness. Moses had to go up again but this time to intercede for the people. He said, “I will go up to Jehovah: perhaps I shall make atonement for your sin”, Exodus 32: 30. So he did go up, and God was ready to be propitious. 

Oh, how the wondrous grace of God has affected us. How unfaithful some of us have been, like the children of Israel had been! Yet God was so prepared to show mercy, as He said to Moses, “I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy”, Exodus 33: 19. That is what He told Moses when he asked to see God’s glory. 

That is how Moses saw His glory. Wondrous glory of God for us, dear brethren, is it not, that God will have mercy on whom He will have mercy? We are among those who are the recipients of His mercy. How fine that is—the sovereign mercy of God! Moses said, Let me see Thy glory, and he saw it in the mercy that God was prepared to administer to His people. 

How wonderful that is! All that had intervened between Exodus 25 and chapter 35. And he had two new tables of stone written by God. It is like the new covenant; Moses came down with a new covenant. For us that is what it would be, a new covenant resulting from the service of Christ to His own. That is what Moses represents, the service of Christ on behalf of His own. God was prepared to commit Himself to go with the people, even though they had sinned so grievously, and turned their back on God so fully. Yet God was prepared to show them mercy and take them on because of the intervention of Moses. 

Now here in Exodus 35 Moses brings out this great matter concerning the heave-offering and he says to them, “Take from among you a heave-offering to Jehovah: every one whose heart is willing”. Then he names all these things that are going to be required for the tabernacle system.’ You might say, How could he expect the people to have these things? Here they were, out in the wilderness. They had been brought out of Egypt, and you might have thought they were brought out with nothing, but they had all these things that Moses mentions, the gold, and the silver, and the copper, and the blue, and the purple and the scarlet. God knew they had them, and He knows what each of us has. To each one has been given a gift by God Himself. You look around at the brethren here and think of the blue that is here, the heavenly character of things among the saints and the purple, that royal line of things that is there because of the work of God in the saints. People might look on us coming into this room and say. What have they?—There is no wealth among them. And yet what wealth there is—the blue, the purple, the gold, the silver, all these things in the saints because of the work of God. 

You might say, How could they have these things? The work of God was there. They had put the blood on the doorposts in Egypt and they had been passed over and they had been brought through the Red Sea. All this had been the means of their accumulating this wealth. That has been the means by which the saints at the present time have accumulated wealth. Their experience with God in redemption and in deliverance and in bringing them into the wilderness in the power of the Spirit produces wealth and colour. They had it, and the remarkable thing is they were willing to give it. Oh, how God loves it when His people are willing and willing-hearted to provide what is for His service and for His glory. That is what the tabernacle system was to be, for God’s glory in the wilderness. 

In the wilderness the tabernacle system was made up of all these things that the people had. 

So it says in 

verse 22, “And they came, both men and women”. How fine that is, brothers and sisters all coming with the things they had. That is what the heave-offering is; it is the inner feelings of the saints coming out, heaving toward God in response to His command and to His word. But not as forced out of them, not as irksome, but rather as willing-hearted. Oh, how God must have loved to see persons willingly bringing these things! Then it adds about the women spinning, “every woman that was wise-hearted spun with her hands, and brought what she had spun: the blue, and the purple, and the scarlet, and the byssus”. How much the sisters have spun in the testimony for Christ! How much they have devoted willingly to the interests of Christ! It says of the woman of worth that she works willingly with her hands (Proverbs 31: 13). How willingly she worked for the glory of her husband according to Proverbs 31. 

That is what the assembly has done; that is what willing persons have done in the assembly throughout the whole dispensation. They have worked with their hands and have done all those things typified in the woman of worth. 

We can think of those beloved disciples in the gospels, how willingly they came to Jesus right at the beginning. It says in John’s gospel, “He came to his own, and his own received him not; but as many as received him ...” (John 1: 11, 12). Think of those who received Him willingly; Peter, and Andrew, and James, and John are wonderful examples as they left everything willingly and followed Jesus. I have often said to myself. Would I have done .that if Jesus had called me? I do not think I would have been like Peter, and Andrew, and James, and John, because I know my own heart a little bit anyway. But think of those men willingly doing so. Nathanael was a little more reluctant in John 1, but he came when the Lord told him how He had seen him under the fig-tree before Philip called him. He came willingly then. So it has been all through the dispensation. It has been so in God’s ways with His people all along. In Genesis 24 in relation to Rebecca 

the servant said to Abraham, “Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land”, Genesis 24: 5. Abraham said, “if the woman be not willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be quit of this my oath” (verse 8). But when the test came to Rebecca, “Wilt thou go with this man?” (Genesis 24: 58), what did she say? “I will go”. She had never seen Isaac. It is like ourselves, we love Christ and yet we have never seen Him, and we are prepared to go with the Spirit and say, I will go. Rebecca, as prepared to be led by the servant to Isaac, whom she had only heard about, and whom she learned about, no doubt on the way, is really a type of the assembly as led by the Holy Spirit to Christ. 

I read in Judges because Deborah and Barak sing this song about the willingness of the people in days of great trouble, in days when the enemy of the people of God had to be met. 

There were persons who were willing to offer themselves in relation to this great matter of defending the people of God and dealing with the enemy. How often we have been remiss in meeting things that the enemy brings in that would overwhelm the people of God. But here there were people willing to follow the lead that Barak and Deborah gave, and they are rejoicing in it in this song. It is a wonderful song that Deborah and Barak sing. They sing about certain tribes that offered themselves willingly. They sing about Ephraim and Zebulun and Issachar, inconspicuous tribes, but they are the ones who offered themselves. They speak of Reuben who made great resolves of heart, but it says, “Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds ...?” (Judges 5: 16). That is what oftentimes marks us, we hold back when things need to be met. The tribe of Reuben apparently held back, but Issachar and Ephraim and Zebulun all answered the call. In Judges 4 you see how they answered the call that Barak made for them to come forward, willingly, and not as forced upon them. That is what I am seeking to convey. We often do things by necessity and no doubt God is pleased that we do it. 

It reminds me of the parable that the Lord spoke. 

where the man sent out his servant to invite many to the great supper and they began to excuse themselves. Finally he said, “Go out into the ways and fences and compel to come in”, Luke 14: 23. Many of us have been compelled to come in. But it is of far great value in heaven if we come willingly. 

Thank God for every believer who has been compelled by the gospel to come in, but then God says, Will you offer willingly? That is what He is looking for amongst us. Thank God for those who have willingly devoted themselves, like these governors in verse 9, and the people who willingly offered themselves during this recovery period. Since Mr. Darby’s time think of how many willing-hearted persons there have been who have served sacrificially for the interests of Christ. It says here in this song, “For that leaders led in Israel”, Deborah and Barak are praising God for that. We can praise God too for the leaders we have had in the days of recovery who have offered themselves willingly. They have been the means by which the Spirit of God has brought light to our souls in relation to the present testimony. 

Then l read in Chronicles about David. He was a most remarkable man, king David, no king like him. He is the standard of kingship in the Old Testament. You read about all the different kings in Judah and Israel and you find that the standard over and over again is how they measured up to David. We read from chapters 28 and 29 of 1 Chronicles, and we can see why God had such delight in that man. God said of him that he is a man after His own heart. Here he is exhorting his son Solomon. Thank God for the fathers among us who have exhorted us when we were young men. We would exhort all the young men today like David was doing with Solomon. He says, “know the God of thy father”. How fine that is to get acquainted with God and we can do that so easily. Our brother has been reminding us of how God has been fully revealed in Jesus, and the 

wondrous service of Jesus in opening up for us the access by which we can come into His presence. We can come into His presence so freely and become acquainted with Him through Jesus. And so he says, “and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind”. We may do things and have a certain amount of complaint about them, finding them irksome. Paul uses that word ‘irksome’. He says to the Philippians, “to write the same things to you, to me is not irksome, and for you safe” (Philippians 3: 1); because it was for their safety he did not find it irksome. 

Solomon is being exhorted by David to do things with a willing mind. That would be a submissive mind, a mind that is ready to go forward diligently in the things of God. Do we have that kind of mind? Our brother has been reminding us of the mind that was in Christ Jesus (Philippians 2: 5). Oh, what a willing mind the Lord Jesus had! He was perfectly willing to carry out every detail of the will of God and bring to light the purposes of God. It says of Him, “becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”. Oh, what willingness was in Jesus, “I do always the things that are pleasing to him”, John 8: 29. Did He do them to the Father in an irksome way? Not at all. Was there ever a complaint with Jesus? None. How much complaining the Israelites did in the wilderness, how much murmuring. They are so much like ourselves. But there was never a murmuring word from Jesus, never a complaint. He always did those things that pleased the Father, and did so with perfect happiness and joy. Can we be like Him? Can we serve with a willing mind? That is what David is exhorting Solomon to do. And he says, “for Jehovah searches all hearts, and discerns all the imaginations of the thoughts”. How testing that is! God is searching us all the time; the word of God searches us. Yet Christ, in His wondrous grace, is there to sustain us even when the word searches us; as our hearts are searched the Lord is available to us to sustain us as our great High Priest. 

Then I referred to chapter 29 where David indicates what he had prepared for the house of God. In one way he is a type of Christ here providing everything that was going to be for the building of the temple. But think of him in a practical way as a man here and what he had done, as he says, “in my affection for the house of my God”. That is a willing-hearted man that does things out of affection. He laid all these things up. How fine it is to think of a man like this, even though he was not allowed to build the house, yet he laid up all these things for the house: gold for things of gold; he says even it is the gold of Ophir. Now you can explore what that is by looking up the scriptures and finding out what is the gold of Ophir. It must have been very special since David speaks of it. And he says refined silver to overlay the walls, and silver for all manner of work by the hands of the artificers. And then he puts out the challenge, “who is willing to offer to Jehovah this day?” What a challenge that is to us in the day in which we live. Who is willing to offer in the day in which we live? If David were here he would say that to us. He would say. Look at what has been prepared by God for the saints in the present time. There is an answer because in 1 Chronicles 29: 9 it says, “And the people rejoiced because they offered willingly, for with perfect heart they offered willingly to Jehovah; and David the king also rejoiced with great joy”. What a great joy it must be to the Lord as He sees a willing people prepared to offer what they have for the testimony of Christ in the present time. 

What do we have to offer? We have all these things mentioned typically in Exodus, the blue and the purple, the gold and the silver, the copper; they represent features worked out in the souls of the saints. Paul would exhort us to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice (Romans 12: 1). We have our bodies at least. You may be destitute but, if you are a believer, you still have your body to offer, and you can do so willingly. Paul beseeches in Romans 12, “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

intelligent service. And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God” 

(Romans 12: 1, 2). Sometimes we do not think it is so acceptable, but Paul says it is acceptable, “good and acceptable and perfect will of God”. Have we proved that? Paul says we can prove that by being prepared to lay our bodies on the altar and do what we can for Christ and for His people and for the testimony here. How much that woman of worth in Proverbs 31 would have done for all her household. Can we be like her in our localities? Can we be like her doing things for the saints in the winter time, in the summer time, whatever the season is, doing so, not grudgingly, but willingly? There may not be too many but do what you can for the few that you have. God will greatly recompense those who do so willingly. 

It is remarkable that David speaks about this matter of willing-mindedness and willing-heartedness and writes Psalm 110. The Lord quotes from this psalm in Matthew 22; He says David wrote this by the Spirit. He challenged the Pharisees, “What think ye concerning the Christ? whose son is he?” And they said, “David’s”. Then the Lord quotes this psalm to them, saying, “How then does David in Spirit call him Lord, saying, The Lord said to my Lord, Sit on my right hand until I put thine enemies under thy feet?” (Matthew 22: 43). The Pharisees had no answer because they could not discern the greatness of the Person who was there. A divine Person was there in manhood in their presence and they could not discern that. All they could think of was a natural line of things, generations that came down from David. Here was the Root and Offspring of David in their very presence. 

David went on to say, “Jehovah shall send the sceptre of thy might out of Zion: rule in the midst of thine enemies. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power”. This is the day of His power, not publicly 

yet, but it is still the day in which Jehovah said to Him, “Sit at my right hand”. Think of God saying that to the Lord Jesus when He was received up in glory, “Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies as footstool of thy feet”. The Lord has been waiting for this a long time; yet through the dispensation there have been willing people. “Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power”. Who knows about the Lord’s power but God’s people. You can go to Washington and talk about the power of Christ and they may not know anything about it. 

They know about the power of the United States military, and the power of other countries, but they may not know about the power of the Lord Jesus. However it is the day of His power. It says in John’s gospel that all things have been given into the hand of the Son (John 3: 35). And He said at the end of Matthew, “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth” (Matthew 28: 18). Do we believe that? The stock market goes down, do we still believe all power is in the hands of Christ? It is all there. He has control of everything and He is looking for a willing people in the day of His power. We can be among them and I believe we are among them. Why are brethren gathered here in New York where the teaching of the glad tidings, and the truth of the assembly, and the wondrous activity of the Spirit can be enjoyed together? Because we are willing to come here. Thank God for every willing heart. 

Deborah would say, “Bless Jehovah!”, and we can say the same. 

Then I read in the Song of Songs. I thought it was a fine culmination to think of Solomon writing the Song of Songs. These two men, David and Solomon, together, represent Christ in a more perfect way than either one does alone. Together they represent the Lord Jesus because of the glory of their kingship; the perfection of David morally and the greatness of Solomon in the majesty of his kingdom. These two men are typical of Christ. They both wrote; David writing so many psalms and Solomon writing the Song of Songs plus many other songs. This is one of Solomon’s that we 

have, we do not have all the others. But where I read, undoubtedly it is the Spirit of God speaking of the inward feelings of the Lord Jesus Himself. No doubt Solomon wrote it because of his own experience of going down into his garden. He speaks of gardens a lot in this book, but here it says, “I went down into the garden of nuts, To see the verdure of the valley, To see whether the vine budded”. I think the Lord does that quite often amongst us. 

Perhaps every Lord’s day He comes to see what fruit there is. Is there any budding in you and me? Is there any verdure? Young people might want to look up that word “verdure”. What does it mean, “the verdure of the valley”? The Lord is looking for that among His people. 

Thank God for the vines that are budding among the people of God at the present time. The Lord is looking on and He knows all about every vine that is budding and whether the pomegranates have blossomed. It is not lust that there is fruit, but is there a blossom? The blossom indicates there is going to be fruit from that tree. Then he says, “Before I was aware, My soul set me upon the chariots of my willing people”. Can we provide chariots for the Lord Jesus? It is a remarkable thing to go out into a garden and all of a sudden to be swept away by the chariots of willing people. That is what Solomon is saying, and that is what the Lord I think experiences among His people at times when He is looking for blossoming and fruit, and the service of praise and song comes out among His people. I believe the Lord (I speak reverently) is carried away in the affections of His people and He loves it. You can tell from this typical scripture how he enjoyed it, how he loved it. 

I just thought, dear brethren, we might be encouraged to be among the willing people; I believe we are, and let us be encouraged to do things willingly. I know how it is with me; I may do a little thing here and there, but sometimes grudgingly, sometimes I murmur 

about it and wish I did not have to do this and that. But the Lord is looking for willing-heartedness, and willing-mindedness, and a spirit of affection like David, laying up things in affection for the testimony and for Christ’s honour and glory. May we do so for His name’s sake. 

Address at New York
31 October 1997 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 35:4-26 (JND) [4] And Moses spoke to all the assembly of the children of Israel, saying, This is the word which Jehovah has commanded, saying, [5] Take from among you a heave-offering to Jehovah: every one whose heart [is] willing, let him bring it, Jehovah's heave-offering gold, and silver, and copper, [6] and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and byssus, and goats' [hair], [7] and rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, and acacia-wood, [8] and oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil, and for the incense of fragrant drugs; [9] and onyx stones, and stones to be set for the ephod, and for the breastplate. [10] And all who are wise-hearted among you shall come and make all that Jehovah has commanded: [11] the tabernacle, its tent, and its covering, its clasps, and its boards, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; [12] the ark, and its staves; the mercy-seat, and the veil of separation; [13] the table and its staves, and all its utensils, and the shewbread; [14] and the lamp-stand for the light, and its utensils, and its lamps, and the oil for the light; [15] and the altar of incense, and its staves; and the anointing-oil, and the incense of fragrant drugs; and the entrance-curtain at the entrance of the tabernacle; …

Judges 5:1-9 (JND) [1] Then sang Deborah and Barak, the son of Abinoam, on that day, saying, [2] For that leaders led in Israel, For that the people willingly offered themselves, Bless Jehovah! [3] Hear, ye kings; give ear, ye princes, I, [even] I, will sing to Jehovah; I will hymn to Jehovah the God of Israel. [4] Jehovah, when thou wentest forth from Seir, When thou marchedst out of the fields of Edom, The earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, Yea, the clouds dropped water. [5] The mountains quaked before the face of Jehovah, That Sinai, from before Jehovah the God of Israel. [6] In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths. [7] The villages ceased in Israel, Ceased until that I Deborah arose, That I arose a mother in Israel. [8] They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: Was there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand in Israel? [9] My heart is toward the governors of Israel, who offered themselves willingly among the people. Bless Jehovah!

1 Chronicles 28:9 (JND) [9] And thou, Solomon my son, know the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind; for Jehovah searches all hearts, and discerns all the imaginations of the thoughts. If thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cut thee off for ever.

1 Chronicles 29:3-9 (JND) [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary: [4] three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses; [5] gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and for all manner of work by the hands of artificers. And who is willing to offer to Jehovah this day? [6] And the chief fathers and princes of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and the comptrollers of the king's business, offered willingly. [7] And they gave for the service of the house of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, and ten thousand talents of silver, and eighteen thousand talents of brass, and one hundred thousand talents of iron. [8] And they with whom stones were found gave [them] to the treasure of the house of Jehovah, into the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. [9] And the people rejoiced because they offered willingly, for with perfect heart they offered willingly to Jehovah; and David the king also rejoiced with great joy.

Psalms 110:1-3 (JND) [1] {Psalm of David.} Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet. [2] Jehovah shall send the sceptre of thy might out of Zion: rule in the midst of thine enemies. [3] Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in holy splendour: from the womb of the morning [shall come] to thee the dew of thy youth.

Song of Solomon 6:11-12 (JND) [11] I went down into the garden of nuts, To see the verdure of the valley, To see whether the vine budded, Whether the pomegranates blossomed. [12] Before I was aware, My soul set me upon the chariots of my willing people.

Exodus 35 (JND) [1] And Moses collected all the assembly of the children of Israel, and said to them, These are the things which Jehovah has commanded, to do them. [2] Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of rest to Jehovah: whoever does work on it shall be put to death. [3] Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings upon the sabbath day. …

Exodus 25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, …

Exodus 35 (JND) [1] And Moses collected all the assembly of the children of Israel, and said to them, These are the things which Jehovah has commanded, to do them. [2] Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of rest to Jehovah: whoever does work on it shall be put to death. [3] Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings upon the sabbath day. …

Exodus 25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, …

Exodus 32:30 (JND) [30] And it came to pass the next day, that Moses said to the people, Ye have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to Jehovah: perhaps I shall make atonement for your sin.

Exodus 33:19 (JND) [19] And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thy face, and I will proclaim the name of Jehovah before thee; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy.

Exodus 25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, …

Exodus 35 (JND) [1] And Moses collected all the assembly of the children of Israel, and said to them, These are the things which Jehovah has commanded, to do them. [2] Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of rest to Jehovah: whoever does work on it shall be put to death. [3] Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings upon the sabbath day. …

Exodus 35 (JND) [1] And Moses collected all the assembly of the children of Israel, and said to them, These are the things which Jehovah has commanded, to do them. [2] Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you a holy day, a sabbath of rest to Jehovah: whoever does work on it shall be put to death. [3] Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings upon the sabbath day. …

Proverbs 31:13 (JND) [13] She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

John 1:11-12 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:5 (JND) [5] And the servant said to him, Perhaps the woman will not be willing to follow me to this land: must I, then, bring thy son again in any case to the land from which thou hast removed?

Genesis 24:58 (JND) [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.

Judges 5:16 (JND) [16] Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, To hear the bleating of the flocks? In the divisions of Reuben there were great deliberations of heart!

Judges 4 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of Jehovah; now Ehud was dead. [2] And Jehovah sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; and the captain of his army was Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth-Goim. [3] And the children of Israel cried to Jehovah; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and he mightily oppressed the children of Israel twenty years. …

Luke 14:23 (JND) [23] And the lord said to the bondman, Go out into the ways and fences and compel to come in, that my house may be filled;

Philippians 3:1 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe.

Philippians 2:5 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus;

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

1 Chronicles 29:9 (JND) [9] And the people rejoiced because they offered willingly, for with perfect heart they offered willingly to Jehovah; and David the king also rejoiced with great joy.

Romans 12:1 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Psalms 110 (JND) [1] {Psalm of David.} Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet. [2] Jehovah shall send the sceptre of thy might out of Zion: rule in the midst of thine enemies. [3] Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in holy splendour: from the womb of the morning [shall come] to thee the dew of thy youth. …

Matthew 22 (JND) [1] And Jesus answering spoke to them again in parables, saying, [2] The kingdom of the heavens has become like a king who made a wedding feast for his son, [3] and sent his bondmen to call the persons invited to the wedding feast, and they would not come. …

Matthew 22:43 (JND) [43] He says to them, How then does David in Spirit call him Lord, saying,

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

Matthew 28:18 (JND) [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth.



THE WILL OF GOD

D. M. Welch 

Hebrews 10: 7, 9, 10; Romans 12: 1–5; Ezra 1: 1–3; 4: 4, 24; 5: 1, 2; Zechariah 7: 1–5, 8–11; 8: 3, 16–19 

I seek help, beloved brethren, to say a word about the will of God. In Hebrews 10 we see what would affect us and stimulate us, the whole matter of the will of God taken up by the Lord. The will of God has a basis and the will of God has results in mind. The will of God comes from God’s own thoughts. How wonderful it is to see the will of God established perfectly in Christ. Oh, what He had to go through to establish the will of God that you and I might come into it. It is not a theoretical matter at all. What a cost it was to the Lord Jesus. As we had in the last reading, “the Word became flesh”, John 1: 14. I have often thought that is one of the most profound expressions ever. A divine Person has come into manhood, and has committed Himself to manhood. As our brother brought before us, “became flesh” envisages what is permanent. So at the end of Hebrews 10: 5 it says, “thou hast prepared me a body”. 

The will of God, in these verses that I have read in Hebrews, requires a vessel, and it requires vessels according to Romans 12 in order to carry it out into results. What a vessel He was who could say, “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) “. I wonder if we can legitimately connect that in our minds to, “In the 

beginning was the Word”, John 1: 1. Something was going to come out in expression and it began with God’s thoughts. His counsels; One would come into manhood to fill it all out. I can hardly take it in sometimes considering what we have been brought into at such a great cost. The first order of things sacrificially had no value really, that system and order of things had to be taken away because of God’s counsels concerning this blessed One coming into manhood to express everything in the mind and will of God. The mind and heart of God was carried out into expression as His will. So the basis of the will of God is the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all—that is the basis of God’s will. 

It is a wonderful matter too, the results, as we read in verse 10, “by which will we have been sanctified”, there are the results. We are set apart, associated with another order of things, and associated with the great Person who heads it all up, “sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all”. I thought we would begin here in Hebrews and be freshly affected in our souls as we consider in some little measure the scope of these scriptures. In considering the will of God in these few minutes, I am not thinking of the will of God in circumstantial matters, which perhaps sometimes we relate to providence; rather I am speaking of the will of God that has been carried out to completion and established in Christ and now, we might say, has been set into our hands. It was mentioned in the previous reading about anticipating (which we do by the Spirit), and such marks this great dispensation in which we find ourselves, the dispensation of God which is in faith. There will be no greater. Also it was mentioned by our brother in his address that it is the day of His power, although not manifestly, not public. Could there be greater power experienced today, the day of adversity, when God’s power is there to set us up to do the will of God? What a great matter that is, there is nothing theoretical about it. “Lo, I come”, that is where it all begins, it is established in Him. But we are left to 

do His will and we anticipate finality, do we not? We are at the end but we anticipate finality, and as Mr. Raven has said. The Holy Spirit has been given that we might anticipate it in reality. 

So in Romans 12 it comes down to us. I am not going to make too much of this when it says, 

“present your bodies”. It does not say, ‘present your body’, it says, “present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God”. But, beloved brethren, it is in view of something. 

For us we have to prove the will of God. In order to prove the will of God there also has to be the basis for taking up the will of God and that is presenting our bodies a living sacrifice. The basis of the will of God was the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all, and for us it is the presenting of our bodies. If you and I intend to take up the will of God there has to be a basis for it, “presenting your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God “. It is in view of results. We prove the will of God and thus are associated with others in it. I think the chapter goes on to teach us that, “one body in Christ”. Not here now one body of Christ, but one body in Christ. So that, we are set apart for holy purposes but associated with one another. We take up things on the basis of presenting our bodies a living sacrifice. There is a priestly touch in all that. It is a serious matter; and it is a serious matter for me to try to handle the word of God here, and it is a serious matter to go on as satisfied with the elements of the recovery. So this is in view of our going on together in a priestly way—one body in Christ—

it is our association down here. We are not to think high thoughts of ourselves. Each one of us has been dealt a measure of faith and not all of us have the same office, but the thing is we are associated together—“one body in Christ”. The brethren will well know, as it has been illustrated in ministry, that this is like perhaps the affairs that go on in this particular building, but our affair, the affairs of the assembly, is what engages us. You might say it links with the fellowship, our association, “one 

body in Christ”. How are we going to carry that out according to the will of God? By presenting our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God. That is how it is carried out because it is a living matter, “a living sacrifice”. Our bodies are held for the Lord, and our bodies are held for this association—“one body in Christ”. 

Now you may wonder why I read all these scriptures in the Old Testament. We have had much to think about in these two days as going over the glories of that blessed Person. Things continue and that blessed Person waits until it is completed, and things continue today as in recovery. I think we should come to this, beloved ones, that the testimony of our Lord is not represented rightly by Christendom at large. A great deal of responsibility is put on anyone who asks, ‘Well then, where and what is the testimony of our Lord?’. Because that means that (if a person asks) such a person has to be prepared to present their bodies a living sacrifice to go on rightly in the fellowship of God’s Son and rightly in the association of the one body in Christ. Every believer has been called into the fellowship of God’s Son, there is no question about that, and every believer has eternal life. But as Mr. Raven said, You have it if you have it. That is, eternal life is objective, it is something that the believer is to enter. It is needed now in the scene of death and is enjoyed in association with others; that is the only way it can be enjoyed in its fulness. We are at the end of the recovery and that becomes an even more solemn matter, quite frankly. Some here remember well beloved Mr. James Taylor Snr; the moral power, the meekness and lowliness of the man. I never knew him, but I can tell by reading his ministry that he was specially raised up for the purpose, I would say, of setting something on that would be in the hands of persons who would do the will of God and carry it through to results. Are we satisfied with it? Are we satisfied with the elements of the recovery? 

I read those verses in Ezra because I think the typical instruction in the Old Testament is helpful in our day because those things were written for our learning. Those things found with Israel are types of us. We need to think spiritually and morally, and not historically and chronologically; that is just the point, because in Ezra we see when the recovery began. God in His sovereign workings arranged things publicly for a recovery to begin in Israel, and He used this king, Cyrus, to set it all on. In thinking of the present recovery, it is striking to me how things are put in Ezra. It says, “by the mouth of Jeremiah”. Is it not in Jeremiah where the words appear, “if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth”, Jeremiah 15: 19? Who was the brother that was exercised by that very verse? It was Mr. 

Darby, he was exercised about it. So God uses vessels to carry out His will, and He used king Cyrus here. The recovery began for Israel through this proclamation by Cyrus. But then, soon after there was a breakdown in the recovery. In chapter 4 adversaries came along, and it says, 

“the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah”. There was a little delay there. They had built the altar, the foundations were beginning to be laid, yet this opposition comes. So at the end of Ezra 4 it says, “Then ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem; and it ceased until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia”. So in the reign of Artaxerxes there was a time when not much progress was made in recovery. Now again, we do not look at these Old Testament scriptures so much historically or chronologically, but rather morally, and they apply, I believe, to the breakdown of the recovery in the assembly’s history. The whole point in this to me is that God still has a will pertaining to the recovery and He is going to see it through to completion in spite of opposition. Now it takes vessels to carry that through, vessels prepared to present their bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, and be rightly in the association and the fellowship through to the end. 

That is what it is going to require because these are not theoretical matters. I am just simply appealing to my own heart about this. 

So we read in Ezra 5, “Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem; in the name of the God of Israel did they prophesy to them. Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of God, who helped them”. Would you pardon me if I said, I believe we are uniquely and distinctly in the days of the minor prophets? I have said that to brethren personally, but it has just struck me lately about these minor prophets, especially Haggai and Zechariah, how they are helping in this building. We did not read from Nehemiah but he was one who followed after others on the wall (Nehemiah 12: 38). I think it is like the time of the minor prophets when helping and following are needed. I am not setting limitations on God, and we cannot set limitations on the Lord, but it seems that it is like the day of the minor prophets. I mean that we are the most familiar with the recovery in remnant times, because we are the ones alive right now. We have the benefit of reading the ministry of the recovery, that is the accredited ministry, and asking ourselves as challenging our hearts. Are we satisfied with the elements that have been brought out in the truth of the recovery? Are we satisfied with Mr. Darby’s translation of the Bible? In military terms there is this thing that has been quite successful called ‘guerrilla warfare’. It begins by the introduction of something new, some notion that is appealing, and it comes from somewhere else. In spiritual things it may be something particularly oriented or directed to the minds of younger ones, those of us, perhaps, that are not that well established in the faith. The thing has some appeal to us and is given credibility when there is someone older to promote it. Such notions are used to undermine the truth and divert saints 

from the path. 

You almost have to read the seventh chapter of Zechariah or parts of it to see something of the value and the positive side of things in the eighth chapter. Now remember that all of this started under Cyrus. It broke down but was revived primarily through help from the prophets. 

Zechariah and Haggai in the second year of Darius. You will notice here in the seventh chapter, “And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius”. So now a little revival had gone on for a couple of years and here are some sent from Bethel. You might say there seems to be some representation of an outward position. The names here, however, do not seem to be Jewish names, Regem-melech and his men. What do they do? They go “to supplicate Jehovah, and to speak unto the priests that were in the house of Jehovah of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done now so many years?” These are persons who had not gone through the moral exercises of the recovery and are not carrying through the will of God. I speak to my own heart about this, this is a daily challenge as to how much I value these things. Do I value them enough to present my body a living sacrifice so that the will of God can be carried out? Am I livingly, supportively in the truth and loving the truth? These persons certainly had what was outward, seemingly a part of the recovery. But then the word of Jehovah comes saying “did ye really fast unto me, even unto me?” Was this really done for Me? You see the will of God has in view results for God. It does not have in view anything of the flesh however religious; it takes away the first entirely and establishes the second in relation to God, in the order after Jesus Christ (Hebrews 10: 9, 10). 

And further down in Zechariah 7, in verse 9. God says, “Execute true judgment”. It is interesting, beloved brethren, to see God’s interest in the brethren; “Execute true judgment, and shew loving-kindness and mercies 

one to another, and oppress not the widow and the fatherless, the stranger and the afflicted; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart”. You see the one body in Christ represents the will of God at the present time as going through in relation to the One who offered His body once for all; it has to do with saints of the assembly. That is the will of God, even in the recovery. What is the dispensation without the assembly? And what is the dispensation if there are not right relations as endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace (Ephesians 4: 3)? It is just theoretical; you can come from Bethel, you can fast, but the Lord is saying, Are you really doing this unto Me now? We have been involved in the recovery, but do our moral exercises correspond with the basis and results of the will of God? 

So it is wonderful to see what God has in Zechariah 8. We can elect ourselves out of these things. Is that going to stop God finishing the matter? It says very encouragingly in verse 3, 

“Thus saith Jehovah—I am returned unto Zion”. You and I are here, beloved brethren, with all this responsibility and yet, all the resources of God are available as chapter 8 goes on to show. And why are you and I here? Sovereign mercy! Do you care about the recovery? Do I really care about the recovery, that God has returned to Zion? He has laid it upon you and me now. He is asking us to do the will of God, to present our bodies a living sacrifice that His will might be carried through. It says, “I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem”. The universality of the fellowship, however small practically, is a wonderful thing. There are brethren here from all over the world. Are we going in for all this? “And Jerusalem shall be called, The city of truth”. Are you looking somewhere else for the truth? 

You will not find it. The truth has been set out perfectly in a Man who did the will of God. 

Now that is the truth. Recovery is in relation to that Man. That is what recovery is. “And the mountain of Jehovah of hosts, 

the holy mountain”. Remember Romans 12, holy, acceptable to God. 

I want to say just a word to the young while I am thinking about it; it applies to the older ones too. That verse in Romans 12 goes on to bring in about not being conformed to the world but being transformed by the renewing of the mind. Does that mean you make up a set of rules and go by them? No, it means that you have decided that you are going to present your body a living sacrifice to God. You want to be in the association rightly, valuing everything the fellowship means and the principles of the fellowship. God will help you and your mind will be renewed because you are in the right direction, your mind is in the right direction; “let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”, Philippians 2: 5. Humility and lowliness becomes us; there is no room for Sihon and Og, there is no room for prominence or any aspect of self. It impresses me that we are in a day like the minor prophets; thankful for every gift, thankful for each measure that a person has and the help that each gives, and we all join in this thing. We want to see the will of God carried through and this is what we do, as it says in verse 16, “These are the things that ye shall do”. Remember, it is the sovereign work and mercy of God now. He has set all this on and He is going to finish it. That is the way I understand this chapter. If we elect ourselves out of it that means we have elected ourselves out of Romans 12 essentially as providing the basis on which the will of God can be carried through to results in the one body in Christ. “These are the things that ye shall do: Speak truth every one with his neighbour”. We had the brother in chapter 7, it is the neighbour here; both aspects are needed in the testimony. The neighbour is one who is close to you; you love your neighbour and you work out the truth with him and you speak truth with him or with her. 

Transparency is a great matter but it is also a great test. There is no room for the first (that has been taken away by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ), and if we are on the line of the first we will not be transparent. So we need to speak truth every one with his neighbour and execute truth. You see the truth is not theoretical, it is to be executed. We are to go in for it, and we can get help from one another in doing so. “Execute truth and the judgment of peace in your gates”; then you can count on the Lord’s support. 

In Matthew’s gospel, the kingly line, the Lord is not saying He is going back into heaven. He says, “I am with you all the days”, Matthew 28: 20. And so in Matthew 18 He says, “where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 18: 20). Those are special persons, those are assembly-minded persons. Remember the testimony of our Lord has to do with the assembly. His authority is involved in it. Washing the robes was mentioned, that one might have a right to enter into the city through the gates. 

Sometimes our care meetings may become a little routine, but here is the end of this in doing the will of God, “execute truth and judgment of peace in your gates; and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbour”. Remember in Zechariah 7 it was imagining evil against your brother; in Zechariah 8 it says, “love no false oath”. Dogmatism shuts out the Spirit, especially as murmuring goes on and the working up of something against your neighbour whom you are to love, to whom you are to be close. 

Then Zechariah 8: 18 says, “And the word of Jehovah of hosts came unto me, saying, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: The fast of the fourth month and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness”. Are you not glad to be here? These are the greatest things on earth that we have had before us in these two days; there is nothing greater. Joy and gladness is to be our portion in our gatherings. We have things to do, it tells us what these things are here in chapter 8, and that is to go on in the recovery. Are we satisfied with the 

elements of the recovery? Are we going on with them in a neighbourly and brotherly way? 

Love underlies all of this, it underlies the will of God. The development and working out of the divine nature is coming through here, it is what God desires, it is His will. We are associated with one another, let us not elect ourselves out of it but stay in it livingly and speak together in it. Let us try to understand one another. Let us work through these things. 

Let us not have the truth become simply theoretical. It has happened before. Perhaps some of the difficulties that we see in these scriptures in the recovery with Israel, where the people of the land weakened their hands, has something to do with that, with the truth being only held in terms. People might settle down to a form, or like those coming from Bethel in Zechariah 7, just some kind of a position. No, these things are so living and real because, “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”; this is what we are involved with, beloved. 

The will of God has been set out and established perfectly in Christ; “by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all”. We have been set apart to be in association with Him and with His order. Now He would say, ‘Here it is even for today and I have returned to Zion’. I do not have anything else to say, it is a matter of exercise and challenge to our hearts as to our commitment to and enjoyment of all these things which are the will of God for us. Tomorrow it is a great day of privilege, to be together again, if the Lord will. We sit down together in wilderness conditions but it is in anticipation of the heavenly. Because we have the Spirit we can anticipate and enter into the greatest things. The service of praise Godward is the greatest thing one has ever experienced and many beloved saints are missing this and are not in the current of the will of God for today. 

While that is sad, we can go on and the Lord would encourage us in doing so. Let it not just be a form either, but let us look for some real assembly 

experience in it. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at New York, 1 November 1997 

EXTRACT 

There was reality in his pursuit of heaven—he would tolerate nothing that opposed it. 

Preaching to others was not all. He might do that, and it might be, as regards himself, labour in vain; he might lose everything—be rejected afterwards himself, if not personally a Christian. He was a Christian first of all, then a preacher, and a good preacher, because he was a Christian first. Thus, also (for the beginning of 1 Corinthians 10 connects itself with the close of chapter 9), others might make a profession, partake of the initiatory and other ordinances, as he might be a preacher, and after all not be owned of God. This warning is a testimony to the condition to which, in part at least, the assembly of God was already reduced—a warning always useful, but which supposes that those who bear the name of Christian, and have partaken of the ordinances of the church, no longer inspire that confidence which would receive them without question as the true sheep of Christ. The passage distinguishes between participation in Christian ordinances and the possession of salvation—a distinction always true, but which it is not necessary to make when Christian life is bright in those who have part in the outward privileges of the assembly. 

J. N. Darby (Synopsis Vol. 4 (1 Cor. 9), p.172) 
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Scripture references

Hebrews 10:7-10 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will. [8] Above, saying Sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou willedst not, neither tookest pleasure in (which are offered according to the law); [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second; [10] by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Romans 12:1-5 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. [4] For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; [5] thus we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other.

Ezra 1:1-3 (JND) [1] And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of Jehovah by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, and he made a proclamation throughout his kingdom, and also in writing, saying, [2] Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the kingdoms of the earth has Jehovah the God of the heavens given to me, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. [3] Whosoever there is among you of all his people, his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of Jehovah the God of Israel he is God which is at Jerusalem.

Ezra 4:4-24 (JND) [4] And the people of the land weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in building; [5] and they hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. [6] And in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. [7] And in the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of his companions, wrote to Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in Aramaic, and interpreted in Aramaic. [8] Rehum the chancellor and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king after this sort: [9] Rehum the chancellor, and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest of their companions, the Dinaites, and the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, the Shushanchites, the Dehaites, the Elamites, [10] and the rest of the peoples whom the great and noble Osnappar brought over and settled in the cities of Samaria, and the rest [of the country] on this side the river, and so forth. [11] This is the copy of the letter that they sent to him: To Artaxerxes the king: Thy servants the men on this side the river, and so forth. [12] Be it known to the king that the Jews who came up from thee unto us have come to Jerusalem; they are building the rebellious and the bad city, and they complete the walls and join up the foundations. [13] Be it known therefore unto the king, that, if this city be built and the walls be completed, they will not pay tribute, tax, and toll, and in the end it will bring damage to the kings. [14] Now, since we eat the salt of the palace, and it is not right for us to see the king's injury, therefore have we sent and informed the king; [15] that search may be made in the book of the annals of thy fathers: so shalt thou find in the book of the annals and know that this city is a rebellious city, which has done damage to kings and provinces, and that they have raised sedition within the same of old time, for which cause this city was destroyed. …

Ezra 5:1-2 (JND) [1] Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem; in the name of the God of Israel [did they prophesy] to them. [2] Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of God, who helped them.

Zechariah 7:1-11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of Jehovah came unto Zechariah on the fourth [day] of the ninth month, [even] in Chislev, [2] when Bethel had sent Sherezer and Regem-melech, and his men, to supplicate Jehovah, [3] [and] to speak unto the priests that were in the house of Jehovah of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done now so many years? [4] And the word of Jehovah of hosts came unto me, saying, [5] Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the priests, saying, When ye fasted and mourned in the fifth and in the seventh [month], even those seventy years, did ye really fast unto me, [even] unto me? [6] And when ye ate, and when ye drank, was it not you that were eating and drinking? [7] Are not these the words that Jehovah cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and at peace, and her cities round about her, when the south and the lowland were inhabited? [8] And the word of Jehovah came unto Zechariah, saying, [9] Thus speaketh Jehovah of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew loving-kindness and mercies one to another, [10] and oppress not the widow and the fatherless, the stranger and the afflicted; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart. [11] But they refused to hearken, and turned a rebellious shoulder, and made their ears heavy, that they should not hear.

Zechariah 8:3-19 (JND) [3] Thus saith Jehovah: I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and Jerusalem shall be called, The city of truth; and the mountain of Jehovah of hosts, The holy mountain. [4] Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: There shall yet old men and old women sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each one with his staff in his hand for multitude of days. [5] And the streets of the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof. [6] Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: If it be wonderful in the eyes of the remnant of this people in those days, should it also be wonderful in mine eyes? saith Jehovah of hosts. [7] Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Behold, I will save my people from the east country and from the west country; [8] and I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be my people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. [9] Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, that were in the day that the foundation of the house of Jehovah of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. [10] For before those days there was no hire for man, nor any hire for beast; and there was no peace for him that went out or that came in, because of the distress: for I let loose all men, every one against his neighbour. [11] But now I will not be unto the remnant of this people as in the former days, saith Jehovah of hosts; [12] for the seed shall be prosperous, the vine shall give its fruit, and the ground shall give its produce, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these [things]. [13] And it shall come to pass, like as ye were a curse among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear ye not, let your hands be strong. [14] For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Like as I thought to do you evil when your fathers provoked me to wrath, saith Jehovah of hosts, and I repented not; …

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Hebrews 10:5 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Jeremiah 15:19 (JND) [19] Therefore thus saith Jehovah: If thou return, then will I bring thee again, thou shalt stand before me; and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth. Let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them.

Ezra 4 (JND) [1] And the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity were building the temple to Jehovah the God of Israel; [2] and they came to Zerubbabel and to the chief fathers, and said to them, We would build with you; for we seek your God, as ye; and we have sacrificed to him since the days of Esar-haddon king of Assyria, who brought us up hither. [3] But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the chief fathers of Israel said to them, Ye have nothing to do with us to build a house to our God, but we alone will build to Jehovah the God of Israel, as king Cyrus, the king of Persia, has commanded us. …

Ezra 5 (JND) [1] Now the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem; in the name of the God of Israel [did they prophesy] to them. [2] Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of God, who helped them. [3] At that time came to them Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and Shethar-boznai, and their companions, and said thus to them: Who gave you orders to build this house and to complete this wall? …

Nehemiah 12:38 (JND) [38] And the second choir went in the opposite direction upon the wall, and I after them, and the half of the people, from beyond the tower of the furnaces even to the broad wall;

Hebrews 10:9-10 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second; [10] by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Zechariah 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of Jehovah came unto Zechariah on the fourth [day] of the ninth month, [even] in Chislev, [2] when Bethel had sent Sherezer and Regem-melech, and his men, to supplicate Jehovah, [3] [and] to speak unto the priests that were in the house of Jehovah of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done now so many years? …

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

Zechariah 8 (JND) [1] And the word of Jehovah of hosts came [unto me], saying, [2] Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great fury. [3] Thus saith Jehovah: I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and Jerusalem shall be called, The city of truth; and the mountain of Jehovah of hosts, The holy mountain. …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Philippians 2:5 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus;

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Matthew 28:20 (JND) [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Matthew 18:20 (JND) [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Zechariah 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of Jehovah came unto Zechariah on the fourth [day] of the ninth month, [even] in Chislev, [2] when Bethel had sent Sherezer and Regem-melech, and his men, to supplicate Jehovah, [3] [and] to speak unto the priests that were in the house of Jehovah of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done now so many years? …

Zechariah 8 (JND) [1] And the word of Jehovah of hosts came [unto me], saying, [2] Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I am jealous for Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great fury. [3] Thus saith Jehovah: I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and Jerusalem shall be called, The city of truth; and the mountain of Jehovah of hosts, The holy mountain. …

Zechariah 8:18 (JND) [18] And the word of Jehovah of hosts came unto me, saying,

Zechariah 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Darius, that the word of Jehovah came unto Zechariah on the fourth [day] of the ninth month, [even] in Chislev, [2] when Bethel had sent Sherezer and Regem-melech, and his men, to supplicate Jehovah, [3] [and] to speak unto the priests that were in the house of Jehovah of hosts, and to the prophets, saying, Should I weep in the fifth month, separating myself, as I have done now so many years? …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 9 (JND) [1] Am I not free? am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are not *ye* my work in [the] Lord? [2] If I am not an apostle to others, yet at any rate I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are *ye* in [the] Lord. [3] My defence to those who examine me is this: …
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