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BEGINNINGS

T. N. Pye 

Genesis 12: 7–9; 2 Samuel 17: 18, 19 

I have in mind in referring to these scriptures to say something about beginnings. Our brother and sister have made a new start, a fresh beginning, they have entered upon a path they have not been on before. I think our beginnings are most important because beginnings always have endings in mind of course, but a right start is what we would have in mind. We have all made beginnings, every one of us, then maybe we need to make a fresh start, and that might be the point of our being together today. We want our brother and sister to have a good start, a good beginning; I think that would be the exercise of everybody here, and the number present, I think, would only indicate that. 

The scriptures we have referred to refer to an altar and a well. I want to call attention to these two things, they are two things essential for good beginnings. Abram had been called and gone out; the chapter begins with that. Jehovah says to him, “Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, to the land that I will shew thee” (Genesis 12: 1), and Abram went out. His movement was, of course; to the place that God had said and immediately he arrives there it says that God spoke to him. It is a great thing to come to it that as we make a move under divine direction God comes in and He immediately confirms  it. I think that as we make a start God would confirm us in the right direction. The result is that Abram answered to that and he answered to it in the building of an altar. Now I want to commend that to all of us and to our brother and sister. 

because as we set up house the first thing, I think, is an altar, that is, approach to God. It is a great thing to begin in a household setting with an approach to God. Abram had answered to light and then he approaches God, it says that “he built an altar to Jehovah who had appeared to him”. Now I think God would confirm our brother and sister in the step they have taken, but then He looks for an answer to that; a beginning means that there is an answer on our side to what God has done, and so He looks for a response; He looks for us to approach Him. 

It is interesting, I think, that Peter calls attention to this in his letter when he speaks about the weaker vessel, he says, “that your prayers be not hindered”, 1 Peter 3: 7. I think that means that the altar is there—“that your prayers be not hindered”. I would commend that to our brother and sister and to all of us, that there is an answer to God in what He has done. He, after all, made the first move, and that is a great thing to keep in mind. Genesis, of course, is a book of beginnings, and you find that God makes the first move. When God makes a move He looks for an answer in us, and so He looks that our prayers—and I commend that to our brother and sister—be not hindered. It would be so for all of us because Paul would encourage us to pray without ceasing. That is a good beginning but it is a continuing one, do not let us give up. There is a tendency to slacken; when perhaps you do not get an answer to your prayer you slacken; keep at it, that your prayers be not hindered. 

I referred to the scripture in Samuel because you have a well there. It is another essential I think, a good and essential beginning. This man, who is unnamed, had a well in his court. Think of building your establishment with a well in it. I think it has in mind that there is to be a resource from which you can draw. Now we need to begin like this; we tend, of course, because of the conditions that prevail, to be self-sufficient, but the believer has a resource in the Spirit outside the realm of the world and what is going on in the world; the believer has a resource in the Spirit. This man, you might say, was careful in building his house to have a well in the court. It becomes a great means of salvation in view of the testimony, which is another very encouraging thing, and in the setting up of houses I think this is something that ought to be in mind, because here are two youths, you know, who flee to this house and they come to the area of salvation. There is an area of preservation and an area of salvation because this man built his house round this principle. 

Now I commend that to all of us, that there is room made for the Spirit; that is a vital thing. 

You know we are not to be here just like other people; that is another tendency; the believer is to be here as different from everybody else, in a different order of things. You are in the same world and the same conditions, but you know you have a secret that others do not know. You see the thing was not known; a secret is not known; the secret lies in our links  with the Spirit. I commend these things to our brother and sister and to all of us that we begin like this and we continue. “That your prayers be not hindered” involves a continuing line of things in all the ups and downs of life, and maybe you will find the need for it sometimes more than others. I commend that to our brother and sister and to all of us. Do not let us give up. Begin that way, continue that way, find the resource and the power that is available because God has been before us. 

Word at the marriage of Mr. D. Taylor and Miss R. Pye, Kirkcaldy
22 March 1980 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 12:7-9 (JND) [7] And Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land. And there he built an altar to Jehovah who had appeared to him. [8] And he removed thence towards the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, [having] Bethel toward the west, and Ai toward the east; and there he built an altar to Jehovah, and called on the name of Jehovah. [9] And Abram moved onward, going on still toward the south.

2 Samuel 17:18-19 (JND) [18] But a lad saw them, and told Absalom. Then they went both of them away quickly, and came to the house of a man at Bahurim, who had a well in his court; and they went down there. [19] And the woman took and spread the covering over the well's mouth, and spread ground corn on it; and the thing was not known.

Genesis 12:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee.

1 Peter 3:7 (JND) [7] [Ye] husbands likewise, dwell with [them] according to knowledge, as with a weaker, [even] the female, vessel, giving [them] honour, as also fellow-heirs of [the] grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered.



QUALITY IN THE SOUL OF A BELIEVER

J. N. Mather 

Ezekiel 5: 1–4; Zechariah 13: 8, 9 

There are many lessons to be learned, dear brethren, in our brother’s death and we are not able for many of them now. There is an ‘afterwards’ to those who are exercised, and as we are able the Lord Jesus will continue to speak to us in relation to this which at the moment seems so strange to us. But there is one lesson which I would like to draw attention to simply, which I feel is so obvious to us all—that the Lord Jesus is drawing attention to the quality that he can develop by his service in the soul of a believer. 

That work in our brother began when he committed himself in faith to the Lord Jesus and received the Holy Spirit, and from then onwards the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit have wrought in and with our brother. Some of us have been favoured to company with him for a time and have been able to see what was going on, perhaps not always recognising in its fulness what was going on—but finally, today, able to understand that the Lord is drawing our attention to what He is interested in—quality in the soul of a believer. It is not to say that God is not able for quantity—for His span measures the heavens but God is very interested in quality. 

Now, dear brethren, in our scripture in Ezekiel the nominal people of God were divided into three parts first, and I think that was a selection for quality. Our brother did not belong to the first third, and he did not belong to the second third—he belonged to the third third. He answered the first two tests and he therefore was drawn into this little part which comes particularly under God’s own personal service. 

He accepted—could we just allow the weight of the statement to sink in, dear brethren?—he accepted God’s government. That was what he did. He patiently accepted God’s government. 

You will notice in this third part that God Himself has to do with it; previously it was the prophet, but now “I will draw out a sword after them”. Well, he was in that third part and that was not all he was in—“And thou shalt take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy  skirts”. He belonged to that part, not simply as to ecclesiastical position, but as to condition. 

He belonged to the few who were bound up affectionately in the apparel of the prophet. 

Now, of course, it would be lovely if we could stop there and say, ‘Well, that is the position for every one of us’. You will notice He does not stop there. He says, “Thou shalt take of these again, and cast them into the midst of the fire”. Now our brother knew that. I say that feelingly, dear brethren. Our brother has known that. He was selected and re-selected and finally cast into the midst of the fire in surpassing measure in a way that, I suppose, not one of us here has yet known. But again that is not all. I would like you to notice, because think it is a word for us, “from it”—that is from the third part—“shall a fire come forth against all the house of Israel”. Our brother’s life, dear brethren, is a challenge to every living soul. It is not the fire itself that is to consume but rather the fire that came forth from this few. 

I would fail the Lord if I did not speak faithfully to every one of us here who understands: when quality of this character has been given and has been manifested in testimony, dear brethren, it is a challenge to all of us. It is a challenge first to those nearest to him. We often say how would we measure up to the Lord Jesus, and when we say that perhaps we sometimes excuse ourselves and think of Him in His uniqueness. I am not at the moment actually saying, How would you measure up to Christ? I think the Lord would say, ‘What is your life? I have ended a life here in this township of Leven where this man’s testimony has been for so long where he is so well known—I have ended that life’. And just at the moment we are pausing, dear brethren. We are thinking of that life and He says to every one here, 

‘Have you continued as that man continued?’—showing patience under God’s government, showing grace, showing delightful features in quietness and tranquillity. 

Now I would just like to say—mainly for our sister’s comfort—when this is spoken of in Zechariah there are two things mentioned. The one is that the silver is refined and the other is that the gold is tried. The way these things are put is most important because there was committed to our brother at his conversion, and has been committed to each one of us at our conversion (if we are the Lord’s), a deposit, a deposit which can become tarnished; which in itself is perfect and reflects the refiner, but it can pick up impurities. But the service of Christ, in all we pass through in suffering and sorrow, is to maintain that deposit in its intrinsic value. Our brother’s sufferings, dear brethren, lay in that. But that is not all. The gold is not refined. The gold is tried. 

There is something which is incorruptible—it cannot be refined, dear brethren. It is pure. It can only be tried, and some of us—many of us—have been privileged to watch this, process working, the trying of the gold. God has taken delight, I think, to draw the attention of many of us to His own quality in the soul of a believer that needs no purification because it is His own work. He would draw attention to it, allowing the heat to increase and to increase—as He did uniquely in Jesus to show the peerless character of what He was. “He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his  mouth”, Isaiah 53: 7. That was Jesus, and that was seen in the spirit of our brother. I never heard one word of complaint. That is not what a man is naturally—no! we are human. 

And as to this He says, “It is my people”; he does not say, ‘Thou art my people’. He is not addressing them as he does elsewhere personally. He says, “It is my people”, and that is where we are at this moment, dear brethren. He says, ‘That is mine’. He would challenge the whole universe and say, ‘That is mine. I am taking it to myself’. Could anyone say, No? We valued our brother. We loved him. We walked with him. We walked with him year by year until so very recently, but the Lord says finally, ‘It is mine’, and He would comfort us as His superior claim is bowed to. May we, dear brethren, every one be really stirred in heart as we accept this challenge for ourselves—Are we as concerned about quality in our souls as the Lord is? 

Word at the burial of Mr. T. N. Pye, Kirkcaldy
16 June 1981 

 


Scripture references

Ezekiel 5:1-4 (JND) [1] And thou, son of man, take thee a sharp knife; a barber's razor shalt thou take; and cause it to pass upon thy head and upon thy beard: and thou shalt take balances to weigh, and divide the [hair]. [2] A third part shalt thou burn in the fire in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are fulfilled; and thou shalt take a third part, [and] smite about it with a knife; and a third part thou shalt scatter to the wind, and I will draw out a sword after them. [3] And thou shalt take thereof a few in number, and bind them in thy skirts; [4] and thou shalt take of these again, and cast them into the midst of the fire, and burn them in the fire: from it shall a fire come forth against all the house of Israel.

Zechariah 13:8-9 (JND) [8] And it shall come to pass in all the land, saith Jehovah, two parts therein shall be cut off [and] die; but the third shall be left therein. [9] And I will bring the third part into the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried. They shall call on my name, and I will answer them: I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, Jehovah is my God.

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.



TRANSFORMATION

E. C. Muggleton 

Romans 12: 1, 2; 2 Corinthians 3: 18; Philippians 3: 17–21 

What is in mind is to seek help by the Spirit to say a word about transformation. I am wondering myself how much change there has been with us since we have been together. Of course we have individually to face up to that—what change has there been with me? I think we should look for some change as a result of the brethren having been together. I think the Lord is looking for some change too. If we have really been converted today there would be some change and the change would be apparent to everyone. Sometimes we say, ‘That brother, or sister, has got a touch from the Lord’. And we can see the change; it is tangible. 

So the apostle in Romans 12 is speaking about the body. Every one of us has a body. Paul gives an appeal here to present our bodies a living sacrifice. We should value our bodies. Our bodies are said to be the temple of the Holy Spirit (see 1 Corinthians 6: 19). Paul then says, 

“Ye are not your own for ye have been bought with a price—glorify now then God in your body”. We do not glorify God in our bodies if we are conformed to this world. So Paul says, 

“Be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. I think the change comes about as a result of the transformation. It is a very serious thing to be conformed to this world, this world that has crucified the Lord of glory. Paul says to the Corinthians that had the princes of this world known, they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory (1 Corinthians 2: 8). Think of using your body to be conformed to this world! 

You might say, ‘How am I conforming my body to this world?’ There are many ways in  which we can be conformed to this world—by our deportment, by our dress, by our conduct, but Paul says, “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. 

The mind is a great receptive faculty. We receive the truth through our minds. Paul could say, 

“I myself with the mind serve God’s law”, Romans 7: 25. We should value our minds and should see that we have pure minds. Peter speaks of stirring up “your pure minds”. The Spirit would come in and stir up our pure minds. So you can see what a great work of transformation goes on through the mind; so we should present our bodies a living sacrifice. 

The result of the transformation is that we prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

The Epistle to the Romans shows how the believer is recovered to do the will of God. The Lord Jesus Himself is the great example to us. We have been reminded today of how He held His body wholly in relation to the will of God. What a body that was! a holy body, committed unreservedly to the will of God. Our bodies are not to be conformed to this world. So it raises the exercise with every one of us as to whether this work of transformation is going on, so that there is some change which can be taken account of in our testimony here. We love to think of Paul’s body. What a body he had! He says, “I bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus”, corresponding with His sufferings. Apart from the Lord Jesus perhaps there was never a body like the body of Paul. There must have been something very precious in the body of Paul that they took napkins from his body and cures were effected, and the diseases left them (Acts 19: 12), showing how his body became available in relation to the will of God. We all have a body and we can present it a living sacrifice. So I thought of this exhortation, “Be not conformed to this world”. The compassions of God are the ground of the exhortation, so that we may be here transformed and holding our bodies entirely for the will of God. 

In the second passage Paul says, “We all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image”. I think that is where the moral change comes in. It is not a natural, physical change, it is a moral change, and it comes about by way of transformation. Mr. W. Schubert was reminding us of the change several times in the meetings and quoted this very scripture, “We all looking on the glory of the Lord”. Where are we looking, dear brethren? It is wonderful to be all looking on the glory of the Lord. What a glorious Person we have as our object! We can look on His blessed face. They could not look upon the face of Moses when he came down with the tables of stone; he had to put a veil on his face. But there is no veil on the face of Jesus. “We all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory”. I think it involves the present service of the Spirit because the Spirit is with us and in us and we thus are being transformed. 

It does not say ‘shall be’ but “are transformed”. Think of the great work of transformation which is going on. We see it in Paul. Look at Paul’s face. What a great work of transformation had gone on with the apostle. That is to go on with every one of us as we are looking on the glory of the Lord. That is objective, but then the Spirit is working in the way of transformation so 

 that we are being changed. That can be seen in the faces of the brethren. No wonder Paul spoke about “The radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ”, 2 Corinthians 4: 4. 

He does not bring out in the second Epistle to the Corinthians the facts of the gospel, he brings out the radiancy of it. And I think the radiancy is to be seen in the countenances of the brethren. “Transformed according to the same image from glory to glory”; how wonderful it is to see the change, the moral change. It says “even as by the Lord, the Spirit”. It is a very remarkable passage because it is interchangeable, whether it is the Lord or the Spirit. 

So the transformation is going on and we take on the glory of it. We can see it in the apostles, and what examples we have in them. It says in the Acts that “they recognised them that they were with Jesus” (Acts 4: 13), not only that they had been with Jesus, but they were with Jesus. I think it should be seen in these two days we have been together that we are with Jesus. The moral change is a result of transformation, that we are a little more like Jesus. It should be seen in our testimony, that we are with Jesus. That is a beautiful expression in the Acts “that they were with Jesus”. I think it would give a radiancy in our testimony amongst men. Well, I think we should be a little brighter than we have been. It says that “the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come”, Proverbs 4: 18. The perfect day will be the day of Christ. But there should be seen now a change with every one of us. I would like to be a little more like Jesus. We sing that hymn, ‘Like Jesus in that place’ (Hymn 64), but why not be a little more like Jesus here in the place of testimony? What a brightness there would be about our testimony! Oh let the brightness come out, beloved brethren; let there be seen some change as a result of our being together in these meetings. 

Now in Philippians 3 Paul says, “Be imitators all together of me, brethren”. He also says, “You have us for a model”. We are only a model as we are changed according to the same image. A sister can become a model. We like to see the models amongst us. So Paul says, “For many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ—whose end is destruction, whose God is the belly, and their glory in their shame, who mind earthly things”. It is not the world, it is earthly things. 

Romans would be more the world, but Paul here is concerned that we should not be among those who mind earthly things. Lot was a man who minded earthly things. He chose for himself all the plain of the Jordan. But Abraham was a heavenly man. He was not conformed to this world, and he was not minding earthly things. 

So the apostle says, “Our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens”; it means our associations of life. Where do you find your associations of life, dear brother or sister? Do you find them in the world or among those who mind earthly things? Paul says that our citizenship is in the heavens “from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour”, and He is going to transform these bodies of humiliation. It is not a dead body, but it is these bodies of humiliation. The older we get the more we realize that it is a body of humiliation, but the Lord is coming and is going to change this body of humiliation. This will be the final change, and is what we are to be looking for. What a transformation it will be—“into  conformity to his body of glory”. Think of His body of glory. The Lord Jesus Himself was here in a body of humiliation. It should affect 

us, dear brethren. He took a body. As the apostle says, the One “who subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God”, took a bondman’s form and humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross, which brought out the moral excellence of the mind that was in Christ Jesus. I think we should contemplate more the Lord Jesus as taking that body and as humbled here. 

He came into a condition which He was never in before—the incarnation—and in that body He became obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. But God has highly exalted Him, “and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”, Philippians 2: 9, 10. But He is our glorious Saviour and is coming and He is going to transform our body of humiliation into conformity to His body of glory. What I understand it means is that we shall be equal to being with Him in the conditions in which He is in glory. But it will involve this change. It is something very glorious and most blessed to think that in a moment we shall be transformed according to the same image, conformed to His body of glory, “according to the working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to himself”. He has the power to do it; our glorious Saviour is coming and that will involve the final change of the saints, and we shall be equal to be alongside of Jesus in those conditions of glory, in complete correspondence with Him in the place where He is. That will be the result of the transformation. So it is encouraging for all of us that the change is coming; the final change may take place tonight. Think of being conformed to His body of glory! 

Well, I just leave the word with the brethren. We are not to be conformed to this world, and not to mind earthly things, but just let your heart go out to the One who is to absorb the whole being of the Christian. I think the outlook of the saints is to be in relation to glory. We should have a change of outlook, for the coming of Jesus draws nigh. Amen. 

Address at Bad Endbach
17 October 1981 

 


Scripture references

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Philippians 3:17-21 (JND) [17] Be imitators [all] together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model; [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ: [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour, [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

1 Corinthians 2:8 (JND) [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)

Romans 7:25 (JND) [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Acts 19:12 (JND) [12] so that even napkins or aprons were brought from his body [and put] upon the sick, and the diseases left them, and the wicked spirits went out.

2 Corinthians 4:4 (JND) [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them].

Acts 4:13 (JND) [13] But seeing the boldness of Peter and John, and perceiving that they were unlettered and uninstructed men, they wondered; and they recognised them that they were with Jesus.

Proverbs 4:18 (JND) [18] But the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come.

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …

Philippians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],



“MY LORD”

J. G. Wain 

John 20: 13, 16, 17 

I feel, dear brethren, that the Spirit of God would emphasize this personal pronoun, this word “my”, in the way Mary of Magdala speaks of the Lord Jesus in verse 13 of this chapter, ‘They have taken away my Lord’. 

One result of the glad tidings is that those who have a link with Jesus would have that link strengthened. I feel the need in the days in which we are living for our personal links with the Lord Jesus to be strengthened and developed. We cannot live in generalities, we need to be specific, and to develop in our own personal links with the Lord. 

There are many who say that the gospel needs bringing up to date, needs to be adapted to the modern world in which we live. This is a means the enemy uses to endeavour to render the gospel ineffective. You have to recognize that things in the world have changed in our short years and have advanced too in respect of what men have achieved. How many advances there have been, for example, in science, in electronics, and communications. We are very thankful for the improvement there has been in medicine, with results for the betterment of our physical condition, the improvement of the treatment of illness, and so on. Such developments in science have been tremendous. Developments in travel, too, have been terrific; we can go from here to America in the same time that it took our grandparents to go from here to Amsterdam. Tremendous development has occurred in the last twenty years or so. But basically man is no different; he needs a Saviour just as much as he ever did. All these developments, I believe, tend to make man more independent of God, more, self-sufficient, more self-important. But these changes, dramatic as some of them are, are very superficial; they are changes in circumstances; but basically man remains the same, a sinner. Basically he has to do with God, who never changes. We are thankful that He never changes. He says, ‘I am the Same’ (Deuteronomy 32: 39, see footnote), and God’s standards have not changed. 

We may not know quite how God views some things that man is doing in His universe, man’s exploration of space, and so on, but God Himself never changes, and His requirements are the same today as when Jesus died. He is a holy God. He cannot countenance the presence of sin. The standards that God requires are still the same, despite all the development in civilization, and all that man has achieved. God still says, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18: 20) and, as I say, man has not changed; we are still sinners; we are still accountable to God; we still need a Saviour, and God has provided that Saviour at tremendous cost. God is not just presenting terms in the glad tidings. He is not just presenting the terms on which He will bring men into blessing, but He is presenting a Saviour, a personal Saviour, and that Saviour is to be our Saviour. 

We sang, ‘Blest Substitute from God’ (Hymn 13); that is what He was. Jesus came here not to improve the world—although Christianity itself did improve the conditions that existed in the world—but His object in coming here was to die. If His object was to improve the world He would have gone on healing, bringing blessing and relief to man; He could have gone on for years and years with His disciples doing that, but He was only three-and-a-half years engaged in that wondrous service of grace and compassion, bringing out the very feelings of God, that God might be known. He came to die as a Substitute, and He took my place on the cross, the place that I deserved, and He has become my Saviour. We can all say that, in this room, thank God; we can all say, ‘He is my Saviour’. 

Not only has He died for us, but He lives for us, to protect us, to preserve us, and to keep us, in relation to the greatest things that God has in mind for His people; to bring us into His own thoughts and purposes of blessing. What a Shepherd He is! David could say, Jehovah is my Shepherd (Psalm 23: 1), in the singular. We can all say that. I do not think any of us would be here if we had not proved His help and His service effectively as a Shepherd, as our own Shepherd, preserving us, and keeping us. 

Now in the scripture we read Mary speaks of Him as ‘ my Lord’. She says earlier, ‘They have taken away the Lord’ (John 20: 2); that is right too. He is that; He is the Lord, and the whole universe will yet recognize His rights as the Lord. God has raised Him from the dead and has made Him both Lord and Christ. Jesus gave His life; He was the Substitute; we shall never fathom what that really meant. We sang in our hymn, ‘His agonies untold are o’er’ (Hymn 13). He had no need Himself to be there. He was absolutely holy, apart from sin in any form, the only One in the universe who could accomplish that tremendous work of redemption. He satisfied the righteous claims of the blessed God, and He took our place. ‘The darkness’, we sang, ‘sought His woes to hide’. What woes they were; that work is beyond our penetration. It was done in darkness, bringing out the inscrutable character of that work. For three hours the earth was covered in darkness, it says, and what was wrought in those three hours is something that will abide for eternity. 

That work in all its wonder remains, in all its efficacy, its power to heal; that work has been done and completed. Jesus said, “It is finished”, John 19: 30. Nothing could be added to it; it is absolutely perfect, and complete. His precious blood flowed from His side. The value of that blood of Jesus only God knows, for it is for God. God says, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exodus 12: 13. He knows the value of that precious blood. We, through God’s mercy, have been brought to appreciate it, and more so through our life histories than when we were initially converted; our valuation of the precious blood of Christ has increased, thank God. On that we rest. That precious shed blood of Jesus is sufficient to meet every need of everyone who trusts in Him. It speaks of the work of atonement, that tremendous sacrifice, the surrender of such a life. It involves that He was our Substitute; He took my place. 

How wonderful it is to get that really into our souls. The scripture says, “He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our  iniquities”, Isaiah 53: 5. That scripture was read to a certain ship’s captain as he was dying at sea. The light of it gripped his soul, and he said to the young man who was reading it, ‘Put your captain’s name in it’. So he read it through with the captain’s name: ‘He was wounded for Captain C’s transgressions. He was bruised for Captain C’s iniquities, and with His stripes Captain C is healed’. That is the only way into blessing, the personal appropriation of the work of Christ as my Substitute, the One who took my place. 

Now Mary came into the gain of this, because she had a history with the Lord. Luke says, “Mary ... from whom seven demons had gone out” (Luke 8: 2); there had been the power of sin operating in the heart of Mary Magdalene, as there has been in our hearts. I believe Mr. Coates says that in Luke 8 she is a kind of continuation of the woman in Luke 7 who loved much because she was forgiven much. How much we ought to love Him! I think Mr. Darby said that when we see Him we shall wonder that we did not love Him more. Having been forgiven much, how much we should love! 

Mary was one like that and the Lord found special delight in her. She sought Him at the sepulchre; not altogether intelligent, you may say, but so devoted in her love; she says, ‘They have taken away my Lord’. She had known Him as her Saviour; He had dealt with the power of sin in her. It is as if the Lord coming into our hearts would force out the evil; the power of evil was expelled, as it says, “from whom seven demons had gone out”; they were forced out. 

I believe that is the way God works, by attracting our hearts to Christ; and the greater the place He has in our affections, the easier we find it to deal with evil that arises in our hearts. 

But Mary is so attached that she says, ‘They have taken away my Lord’. I believe God would love to see development in this personal attachment to Christ as being ‘ my Lord’, the One who is to be supreme, the One who is to be considered first in everything we do, as to whether it would be pleasing to my Lord. That is, He is to have the place of dominance, the place of rule, in our lives; this will settle a great number of problems. 

In the days in which we live there is a striking increase in darkness and I believe the development of this personal attachment to the Lord Jesus, in the way in which Mary was attached to Him as “my Lord”, is what we constantly need to attend to. I say that because we see the development of all sorts of heathen religions and cults. I believe it is the beginning of the apostasy, and in countries where the truth of the glad tidings has been cherished by those who have gone before, we should feel the appearing of these things that are challenging the lordship and the supremacy of Christ. Mary is an example to us; she would not go to her own home because she was so attached to the Lord. I believe there is room for greater attachment and devotedness to the Lord Jesus with us. 

Then she turns round and she recognizes Him and says, “Rabboni”, meaning ‘My Teacher’. What a wonderful example she is to us of one who in affection was devoted to the Lord; ‘My Teacher’; she was ready to learn, she was quick to learn. That is another thing that is open to us. As the Lord has this place with us individually it does not detract from anything that is collective. What is collective is strengthened as we develop in our individual and personal links with the Lord Jesus. 

Then in verse 17 it is wonderful that the Lord uses that personal pronoun, ‘Go to my brethren’. We have thought of David saying, ‘Jehovah is my Shepherd’, but is it not wonderful that earlier in this gospel, in chapter ten, the Lord says, ‘ My sheep’? To think that He owns us, and claims us! He has redeemed us, bought us back; He not only relieved us of our need—and an urgent need it is; the salvation of our never-dying souls—but He claimed us. He says, “My sheep hear my voice … and they follow me” (John 10: 27). It is wonderful to have the consciousness that we belong to Jesus. The development of this personal attachment will have its own blessing in the experience of the fact that He Himself is using that word about us, ‘ My sheep’. We belong to Him, and nothing can separate us from Him; there is no power that can pluck us out of His hand. Paul says that nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (see Romans 8: 39). It is wonderful that He uses that personal pronoun; He says, “Those that are mine”, John 10: 14. We can rest in that; whatever the conditions are in the increasing darkness and the apostasy, there is the consciousness that we belong to Him, and at the right time He will take us away to be with Himself. He says, ‘They are Mine’. What a wonderful experience this is! 

Then here in John 20 He says, “My brethren”. Is that not wonderful? He claims those disciples who were available as His own. They were now to know Him in a new and wonderful relationship that is not limited by time, or by circumstances here, but one that stands in relation to the glorious purpose of God. He says, “Go to my brethren”. If the sense of that grips our souls it will open a whole vista to us. He wants us to be consciously associated with Him to enjoy the glorious realm of God’s purpose; He would bring us into the enjoyment of a wealthy inheritance in association with Himself. We are not going in as persons who have to find their way about, but He takes us in, in the consciousness of our known personal links with Himself. 

May the Lord encourage us to develop and to strengthen these links, that we may know Him better, and serve Him better, and have a little more of that deep affection that marked Mary, that she would not be separated from her Lord. May the Lord bless the word for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Rijswijk, Netherlands
24 December 1978




Scripture references

John 20:13-17 (JND) [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. [14] Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing [there], and knew not that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Deuteronomy 32:39 (JND) [39] See now that I, I am HE, And there is no god with me; I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and I heal, And there is none that delivereth out of my hand,

Ezekiel 18:20 (JND) [20] The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

Psalms 23:1 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want.

John 20:2 (JND) [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Isaiah 53:5 (JND) [5] But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed.

Luke 8:2 (JND) [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

John 10:27 (JND) [27] My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me;

Romans 8:39 (JND) [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

John 10:14 (JND) [14] I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine,

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



THE PERSONAL TOUCH OF JESUS






D. Wright 

Mark 8: 22–26 

I would just like to bring in another touch which I trust will magnify the Lord Jesus to us. Our brother has spoken about stability. The Lord Jesus is the One in whom we can find stability. 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come”, Hebrews 13: 8. He is ready to take us by the hand, as He did this blind man in the verses read. The question is, am I submissive enough to be taken by the hand of the Lord Jesus in order to come under His own direct touch? He led this man out of the village, meaning that He took him aside from every other influence, that he might he alone with the Lord. 

We are always in need of these fresh touches from the Lord Himself. We give thanks for the good teaching that has come down to us, and should increasingly value it and seek to work it out in 

our souls’ experience, so that it becomes part of us, but what is impressing itself upon me is the constant need there is for us to come under the direct touch of the Lord Jesus. It says, 

“having spit upon his eyes, he laid his hands upon him”—it was all at very close quarters. As a result of the first touch the man emerges from total blindness but sees men as trees walking. 

Men had an undue place with him; they were all out of proportion; they loomed larger in his vision than they should have done. Beloved brethren, this is a constant danger with us, and we need this second touch from the Lord that we might see all things clearly. 

I think seeing all things clearly would involve that firstly we see the distinctiveness of Christ in His own Person, as in the experience of those on the mount of transfiguration. Peter had made the suggestion of making three tabernacles, but that brought out the intervention from heaven, the Father’s voice saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight” (Matthew 17: 5), and then it says that they saw no one but Jesus alone. Seeing all things clearly would also involve clear vision and judgment in relation to the whole course of the testimony, so that we are not only intelligent in regard of what the Lord is doing, but are also sympathetic with Him in regard to what He is doing. Thus we are not to be prone to come under the undue influence of men, but to be under the influence of the Lord Himself. 

Peter says in John 21, “Lord, and what of this man?” Jesus said to him, “If I will that he abide until, I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me”. May we each afresh come under the touch of the Lord, and Oh may we be submissive enough to be taken by His hand. May God bless the word. 

Substance of word in meeting for ministry, Redbridge
19 January 1982 

 


Scripture references

Mark 8:22-26 (JND) [22] And he comes to Bethsaida; and they bring him a blind man, and beseech him that he might touch him. [23] And taking hold of the hand of the blind man he led him forth out of the village, and having spit upon his eyes, he laid his hands upon him, and asked him if he beheld anything. [24] And having looked up, he said, I behold men, for I see [them], as trees, walking. [25] Then he laid his hands again upon his eyes, and he saw distinctly, and was restored and saw all things clearly. [26] And he sent him to his house, saying, Neither enter into the village, nor tell [it] to any one in the village.

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …



THE FACE OF JESUS CHRIST

A. J. Gaskin 

Thy face, O Lord, was full of grace, 

Tenderness, pity for a race 

Ravaged by sin, by Satan bound. 

Who Thee a blest Deliverer found. 

Thy heart was by compassion moved, 

Thy healing hand stretched out in love. 

That face shone brightly as the sun 

In majesty before Thine own, 

Filling the holy mount with light, 

Thy visage changed, Thy garments white; 

With joy the Father’s voice could own, 

‘This is My well beloved Son’. 

And yet Thou didst not hide Thy face 

From shame and spitting; in Thy grace 

Thou didst endure man’s bitter scorn, 

Thy visage marred by blows and torn 

By thorns with which Thy brow was crowned; 

Of those to whom Thou cam’st, disowned. 

But now as risen, Lord, we see 

Such living traits shine forth in Thee; 

Thy face is seen in radiant light 

Th’effulgence of God’s glory bright, 

Th’expression of His substance, Lord; 

Worthy art Thou to be adored. 

Jesus, we long to see Thy face, 

No longer dimly through a glass, 

But face to face, to know as we 

Are known and in reality 

To see Thee as Thou art; come then, 

As Thou hast promised, Lord. Amen. 

Aberdeen. 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England
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