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DIVINELY PROVIDED FOOD

A. Macdonald 

Isaiah 30: 18–21; Luke 24: 41–43 

I have been thinking a little since Lord’s day of how essential food is. We were looking at Joseph as being the great administrator and the word of Pharaoh to the people when they came for food was, “Go to Joseph”. And Joseph had the wherewithal. We have a great opening up when we come to Joseph, it says he “opened every place in which there was provision”, Genesis 41: 56. So in verse 20 that we read it is, “the Lord will give you the bread of adversity, and the water of oppression”, and it is beautiful to see the introduction to this as to the attributes of God, how great, how wondrous they are, grace and mercy and, as we have later on, blessing. God has this in mind. But I believe that the bread of adversity and the water of oppression are what would help us constitutionally; they are basic. It is a very simple thought that one had but I think this is where we start, with the bread and the water, the bread of adversity and the water of oppression. In one sense we in our generation know what this adversity and oppression are, truly not as much as others may have felt it, but I think it is a time of weeping and a time of pressure, yet it is wonderful that divine Persons move from Their side in relation to us coming into the blessing, not only finding relief, but understanding in a greater way the divine attributes and what mercy is. 

I believe that each one in this room is here as the result of God’s infinite mercy. And we are maintained through His grace. He is not only able to extricate us and to liberate us, but He is able to maintain us, and for that we need grace day by day. So He wants to be gracious to us. 

Wonderful divine attributes are spoken of before we have this thought of the bread of adversity and the water of oppression. Then it says, “the Lord will give you”, as though the Lord Himself is the great Administrator of the food supply and He would minister to us even at a time like this, seeking to build us up in our most holy faith, seeking to encourage us, seeking to bring in exhortation, a word that would comfort us and would help us to be here more definitely in relation to the precious interests of Christ. 

Then we have, “And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it”. I think that that would be a veiled allusion to the voice of the Spirit. How wonderful that is! how well we are provided for, beloved brethren, to know that divine Persons are for us. Thank God, they are not against us, They are for us. 

I thought in turning to Luke just for a moment that it is not exactly the side of the end of John’s gospel, where the Lord provides the food, saying, “Come and dine”, but I would just make this suggestion that what the disciples have here is the result of what they had been through in pressure and adversity. What a time of sorrow it must have been for the disciples, for those beloved disciples, what a time of anxiety and uncertainty and pressure. And, beloved brethren, we have been through pressure and are still going through pressure and it may be an anxious time for many. It says earlier in the chapter that even when the Lord stood in their midst they were confounded and frightened, and the Lord says, “Why are ye troubled?” Well, I believe we have been, and may still be, in that area where there is a certain amount of uncertainty and our 

hearts may be troubled and indeed our minds may be confounded, but one feels that if we make use of the bread and the water, that is, what divine love and grace and mercy have supplied, we shall be helped. He would give unto us the bread and water. I believe that if we feed on that, and are with God in the exercise, when the Lord comes to us and asks, “Have ye anything to eat?”, we shall not have to answer, as they did at the end of John, ‘No; we have toiled all night and have caught nothing’. I believe the Lord is going to get peculiar spoil at the very end of this dispensation, and, beloved brethren, it is going to come as a result of suffering and exercise and pressure. Oh may there be spoil for the heart of divine Persons! 

So that they had something in Luke 24. What they had was very interesting, “And they gave him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb”. I think that would suggest that through all the pressure and the discipline through which they had been they would understand in some little measure the sovereignty of God. And that comes right down to where we are tonight. The brother that is sitting next to me; I have not chosen him and he has not chosen me, but the sovereignty of God has entered into it and that makes it all the more wonderful. So we are to love one another. Then the thought of the honeycomb; I believe that is how we work things out mutually. I had part of a honeycomb for breakfast this morning and one is amazed at it; none of the sweetness is lost, it is all retained in these cells provided by the bees themselves. 

They make the cells and then they put the honey in these cells. I do not think one bee would say, ‘This is my cell and this is So-and-so’s cell, and that is So-and-so’s cell’. You cannot tell the cells apart. I believe it is what is mutual. Beloved brethren, it is a wonderful thing when we can sit down together and enjoy the work of God in one another and we can 

enjoy what is mutual; there is something exceedingly sweet in enjoying together what is mutual. 

That is all one had to say. Think of the grace on the part of the Lord; He took it and ate before them. It is a wonderful thing. I believe that the Lord would draw near to us in a meeting such as this and encourage our hearts and garrison our hearts so that we may not only know what the sovereignty of God is in His selecting one and another and setting us together—we are the Lord’s planting and He has set us together—but experience also freedom and liberty, the enjoyment of the sweetness of mutuality as the result of the work of God. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
11 October 1983 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 30:18-21 (JND) [18] And therefore will Jehovah wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he lift himself up, that he may have mercy upon you; for Jehovah is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him. [19] For the people shall dwell in Zion, at Jerusalem. Thou shalt weep no more; he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; as he heareth it, he will answer thee. [20] And the Lord will give you the bread of adversity, and the water of oppression; yet thy teachers shall not be hidden any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers. [21] And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

Luke 24:41-43 (JND) [41] But while they yet did not believe for joy, and were wondering, he said to them, Have ye anything here to eat? [42] And they gave him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb; [43] and he took it and ate before them.

Genesis 41:56 (JND) [56] And the famine was on all the earth. And Joseph opened every place in which there was [provision], and sold grain to the Egyptians; and the famine was grievous in the land of Egypt.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …



THE DIVINE VIEW OF THE SAINTS

L. McFarlane 

Numbers 23: 5–10; Ephesians 2: 4–7 

One would suggest, dear brethren, we cause it to be a matter of prayer that we might get a divine view of the saints. It has impressed me this day that it should be a subject of prayer, earnest , prayer, that we get a divine view of the saints, God’s people. With those He would use in the testimony He made it a point. I refer first of all to Moses at the burning bush, Moses’ first impression of God amongst His people. Moses would be tested in the wilderness by these same people, but he would not have lost sight of this view—he had, that despite their naughtiness, despite how ‘sticky’ they were. God was there amongst them. So it is essential, I would say, that we get this view. 

So we have Balaam, a well-known personality in Scripture; he is brought to curse the people, he is intent on cursing the people of God. But this word is put in his mouth. God would bring in His word in a meeting like this, bring in the prophetic word that we might be helped. So despite this man’s state he is speaking the truth. I enjoyed what our brother has been saying as to the side of pressure and how God uses this to beautify His people, to ennoble them. So it is from the top of the rocks. As someone has said, when the brethren come into your house you do not take them to the basement, you do not take them to the basement to tell them about the failures of the brethren, you take them to the attic. Take them up, speak about the saints and what they are to God, the dignity and glory relating to the people of God. So this man is given this view from the top of the rocks. What does he see? The saints collectively, he sees a collective setting of the saints. Soon, according to Ephesians, this is to be displayed in the coming ages, it is going to be a display of what God has wrought in these conditions in which we are. 

So Balaam is affected by this, he says, “How shall I curse whom God bath not cursed? or how shall I denounce whom Jehovah doth not denounce? For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him”. This man was given to see something of the beauty of God’s people. “Lo, it is a people that shall dwell alone and shall not be reckoned among the nations”—a separate people. The thought of separation, brethren, is God’s mind for us. Let us not lose our identity; let us not meddle with the world and lose our identity; it is a people that shall dwell alone, involving a separate people in this world; separation from the world, God’s principle of unity. So it goes on to say, “Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel? Let my soul die the 

death of the righteous, and let my end be like his!” Yes, he sees the righteous nation, he gets a view of the people according to God, a redeemed people; no spot, no blemish; it is what the work of Christ has effected, dear brethren. ‘Not a cloud above—not a spot within’, the hymn writer says (Hymn 22), not one. “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1: 7. 

So the Lord would help us to view the saints, what they are according to Himself, and be here as giving Him the glory that belongs to Him. I think it is just this that affected Paul. Paul was given his first impress in Damascus; a handful of brethren, that was Paul’s first impress, a handful of saints in a house. But then the Lord had said to him, “Why dost thou persecute me?” (Acts 9: 4), referring to these lowly people. So Paul had a great, elevated view of things, who else could write an epistle like this? So in this second chapter he brings in the God who is rich in mercy. We have been speaking of mercy and we have been speaking of grace, we have been speaking too of sovereignty; these thoughts underlie what we are saying, that God has taken us up, “ye are saved by grace”. How we need to be maintained in this, dear brethren; “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first”, 1 

Timothy 1: 15. How Paul was maintained in the grace that took him up! 

So he is saying that God has “raised us up together”—I just want to underline this word 

“together”—“and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, that he might display in the coming ages the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus”. Oh the greatness of God’s thoughts; .how great is the sum of them! He is thinking of the saints collectively as I said earlier. Balaam is given this collective view; thank God for what we enjoy 

individually; but the Lord would have us have our sights lifted in relation to what is collective. That is my simple thought. May the Lord bless the word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
11 October 1983 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 23:5-10 (JND) [5] And Jehovah put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said, Return to Balak, and thus shalt thou speak. [6] And he returned to him, and behold, he was standing by his burnt-offering, he, and all the princes of Moab. [7] And he took up his parable, and said, Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, from the mountains of the east: Come, curse me Jacob, and come, denounce Israel! [8] How shall I curse whom God hath not cursed? or how shall I denounce whom Jehovah doth not denounce? [9] For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: Lo, [it is] a people that shall dwell alone and shall not be reckoned among the nations. [10] Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel? Let my soul die the death of the righteous, and let my end be like his!

Ephesians 2:4-7 (JND) [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us, [5] (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, [7] that he might display in the coming ages the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?



OCCUPATION WITH CHRIST

J. A. Gardiner 

Exodus 22: 2; Proverbs 4: 23; Hebrews 5: 14 

We were impressed, beloved brethren, on Lord’s day with the blessedness of the Lord’s supper, and how the love that is manifested in it in such fulness, such absoluteness, is to have its answer from us. How blessed in any measure to answer to the love of the Lord Jesus and minister comfort and joy to His heart. The assembly is equal to that; it is very wonderful. He came to secure the assembly, delivered Himself up for it (see Ephesians 5: 25). He has a company, a vessel, that is able to minister joy and satisfaction to every desire that He has as Man. How wonderful that is. It is part of divine purpose. 

The book of Exodus, like every other book of the Bible, is a wonderful book. It starts with the servant—there has been a lot of teaching about it—Moses was taken up, the true seed comes to light, in a man of the house of Levi (see Exodus 2: 1), scriptures that are often used amongst us. Moses was taken up of God; he has to be trained, has to be helped. It is a great book of experience, a book of elderhood; Egypt is exposed in it. Pharaoh is exposed in it, all the self-sufficiency 

of the Egyptian world is exposed in it, and Moses has to learn what it is to be humble, how he has to be changed from being a man full of self-resource to a man who is dependent upon God, and who can be named the meekest man upon the earth (see Numbers 12: 3). What a change! That is what God is able to do, beloved brethren. We need to take great encouragement from that and to come out of Egypt with a high hand (see Exodus 14: 8), not seeking to have anything more to do with it. We find that what we once had our joys and our pleasures in becomes a wilderness to us; things that once would satisfy our affections we find are barren and arid and fruitless and there is nothing there to minister joy to our hearts; we are dependent on divine grace. 

We come to these chapters that are full of the bounty of heaven; how wonderful they are. God provides manna; He provides wood to take the bitterness out of Marah (see Exodus 15: 25). 

Young believers meet Marah early, we meet Marah often, beloved brethren. Thank God that the wood has been cast in, the waters have become sweet. We find that there is a place of refreshment, a place of resource, we come to these seventy palm trees and twelve springs of water (see Exodus 15: 27). 

We come through the book to Exodus 21 upon which the whole law, the whole truth, hinges, a wonderful chapter that sets out the blessedness, the devotion, of the Hebrew bondman. That is before us in the Lord’s supper. Probably there is hardly a Lord’s day goes past but there is some reference made to the fact that He said distinctly, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free” (Exodus 21: 5). How we delight to go over these things, to go over them in the Gospels, to see how He could have gone free, how He said to them, “I am (he)”(John 18: 5), manifesting His power in that sense—“They went away backward and fell to the ground” (John 18: 6). Then the prophet says that He hideth His power; Habakkuk brings that out (see Habakkuk 3: 4). Oh what a hiding of His power there was when He said, “If ... ye seek me, let these go away” (John 18: 8), showing that He was saying distinctly that He loved His master, His wife, and His children, He would not go out free. He went into death, glorified God upon the earth; “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, John 17: 4. Oh what language that is, beloved brethren, how fully Jesus has accomplished the will of God in all its fulness. And we look at that, we feed upon that. 

Exodus 21 is very wonderful. The answer to that in the service of God is in chapter 24 where they go up; that is the answer to it, God is answered to. They accept the divine proposal, there is an answer to it substantially, to that devotion, so much so that Moses sends the youths of the children of Israel to offer up burnt-offerings (Exodus 24: 5), and then you get “seventy of the elders of Israel”. Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, the priesthood, they go up into the presence of God and they eat and drink, in some way a foreshadowing of the liberty of sonship and the blessedness of what is for the heart of God in His service. 

Chapters 22 and 23 are critical chapters. You get the thought an ox might break out and gore a man, and then a thief might break in. These are chapters in which we are tested as to how we can hold our affections, how we can be sustained with our affections upon the true Hebrew Bondman. Can we go through the week seeking in some measure to follow Him, taking on the features of bondmanship? The gospel teaches us how to become bondmen, how we are to begin by obeying from the heart the form of teaching, Paul says, “into which ye were instructed”, 

Romans 6: 17. Then you begin to appreciate all that God is towards you in the glad tidings, and learn to “yield”—beautiful word that in Romans—“yield your members in bondage to righteousness unto holiness”, Romans 6: 19. You are having to do with God’s attributes and then you are having to do with His nature, and you are learning what it is to be a bondman. 

Then you come out in priesthood as a result of it. The high priest of Exodus 28 is the bondman of Exodus 21, and we become priestly, I think, as we take on these features of bondmanship, learn to submit to the will of God, learn to prefer it to our own wills, to our own desires, so that you present your body—that is a priestly action present your body a living sacrifice (see Romans 12: 1). The brethren know these chapters well, but these chapters are critical because we must be on our guard, we have to watch; the thief breaks in, the devil is set against the brethren going through the week as held, securely held undefiled for the service of God. Our brother referred in his preaching to the robbers in Luke 10. They left the man in a half-dead state; that is the idea, you know, that is the devil’s intention. He would leave us all eventually in a wholly-dead state, not a half-dead one; so we need to keep our hearts, that is the wise word of the preacher, Solomon. 

We need to learn to do that, “Keep thy heart”, he says, “more than anything that is guarded; for out of it are the issues of life”. Well, these words are all very instructive. If you get a new Bible or a new hymn book this is one of the things that somebody might write in it. You might think, Well, that is father just putting something down; but no, think about these things. 

Just read it and go over it, “Keep thy heart”, Solomon says, “more than anything that is guarded”. Do not let the thief break in on your affections; he would seek to break in with features of the world, features of the earth, or whatever it might be. The ox breaks out. That is violence. This thief breaking in is a subtle thing. These are the two great modes of Satanic operation, violence and corruption. We need therefore to have a good security system and know what it is to keep ourselves secure. He that is of God “keeps himself”, it says, “and the wicked one does not touch him”, 1 John 5: 18. The world is concerned, governments are concerned, about security systems; they go to great measures of technological advancement to keep places secure, and yet over there in London not so long ago somebody walked into the Queen’s bedroom. You would think there is not a place more secure than Buckingham Palace, yet it was proved to be vulnerable; so you see how easily the devil can get into your heart. That is how incessant he is to bring in something that will divert your affections from Christ. 

I thought this word in Hebrews would help us to see that we are to come on to solid food; I think that would be the gospels; this food belongs to full-grown men. Live in the gospels, learn the gospels; learn what those men of God who have led in the recovery have said about them; find out about Matthew, find out about Mark, and Luke and John, and get to know the Man they present in the gospels. Oh, what solid food that is. It is not milk exactly—milk is necessary—and we get to the gospels by way of the epistles and we get to the epistles by way of the Acts. We know the teaching of these things, but how good it is to be able to pick up the Bible—and the Lord would help us to do that—at Matthew, or Mark, or Luke or John, or any scripture for that matter, to pick it up and find that the whole thing becomes alive. Jesus has come into the word. That is solid food; it is good food; that is substance; that is something to chew upon, and you find then you are developing in your affections, maturing in your affections. Our brother has said that we are to consider for the saints; this is how to do it. 

Think about Christ; feed upon Him; you are bound to make way for the brethren. The only way to love the saints is to feed upon Christ, to have Him before us as our object. 

Oh what food there is in the gospels! Think of Him saying, “he ... who eats me shall live also on account of me”, John 6: 57. You have got to eat His flesh and drink His blood, you have got to have to do with His death, to feed upon His death, before you can come through to feed upon Him alive. He said, “As the living Father has sent me”; what a system of glory Christianity is, beloved brethren; we are to feed upon Him as a glorified Man in that system; “he ... who eats me”, He says, “shall live also on account of me”. That kind of life is really worth living. You find then that you come through to Exodus 24 and are able to ascend. They went up; it is not only resurrection, but it is ascension. You see the glory of the Father’s realm, the wonder of it, and you find that the love of that Man surpasses knowledge. “To know”, Paul says, “the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”, Ephesians 3: 19. So you come down, your senses are exercised; on account of habit you have got your senses exercised, and you keep yourself in the love of God. To discern what is counterfeit requires us to be always occupied with what is good, what is right. Mr. Darby said, I think, that the way to have peace within and power without is to be always and only occupied with good. 

Oh what a positive range of things there is for us to be occupied with, beloved brethren, and thus we shall be preserved, we shall be secured, and find that the devil does not get in upon us, 

because he will seek to break in, either on the violent line or on the corrupt line. Well, may the Lord help us to be more and more engaged with Himself, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Toronto
5 October 1982 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 22:2 (JND) [2] If the thief be encountered breaking in, and be smitten so that he die, there shall be no blood-guiltiness for him.

Proverbs 4:23 (JND) [23] Keep thy heart more than anything that is guarded; for out of it are the issues of life.

Hebrews 5:14 (JND) [14] but solid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Exodus 2:1 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi.

Numbers 12:3 (JND) [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth.

Exodus 14:8 (JND) [8] And Jehovah hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of Israel; and the children of Israel had gone out with a high hand.

Exodus 15:25 (JND) [25] And he cried to Jehovah; and Jehovah shewed him wood, and he cast it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There he made for them a statute and an ordinance; and there he tested them.

Exodus 15:27 (JND) [27] And they came to Elim; and twelve springs of water were there, and seventy palm trees; and they encamped there by the waters.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

John 18:5 (JND) [5] They answered him, Jesus the Nazaraean. Jesus says to them, I am [he]. And Judas also, who delivered him up, stood with them.

John 18:6 (JND) [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground.

Habakkuk 3:4 (JND) [4] And [his] brightness was as the light; Rays [came forth] from his hand; And there was the hiding of his power.

John 18:8 (JND) [8] Jesus answered, I told you that I am [he]: if therefore ye seek me, let these go away;

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Exodus 24:5 (JND) [5] And he sent the youths of the children of Israel, and they offered up burnt-offerings, and sacrificed sacrifices of peace-offering of bullocks to Jehovah.

Romans 6:17 (JND) [17] But thanks [be] to God, that ye were bondmen of sin, but have obeyed from the heart the form of teaching into which ye were instructed.

Romans 6:19 (JND) [19] I speak humanly on account of the weakness of your flesh. For even as ye have yielded your members in bondage to uncleanness and to lawlessness unto lawlessness, so now yield your members in bondage to righteousness unto holiness.

Exodus 28 (JND) [1] And thou shalt take thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may serve me as priest Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. [2] And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament. [3] And thou shalt speak with all [that are] wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to hallow him, that he may serve me as priest. …

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Romans 12:1 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

1 John 5:18 (JND) [18] We know that every one begotten of God does not sin, but he that has been begotten of God keeps himself, and the wicked [one] does not touch him.

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

Exodus 24 (JND) [1] And he said to Moses, Go up to Jehovah, thou and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel; and worship afar off. [2] And let Moses alone come near Jehovah; but they shall not come near; neither shall the people go up with him. [3] And Moses came and told the people all the words of Jehovah, and all the judgments; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words that Jehovah has said will we do! …

Ephesians 3:19 (JND) [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.



“LET EACH SEE HOW HE BUILDS”

P. W. Hickmott 

1 Corinthians 3: 9–15 

I have been thinking a little about this foundation and what was built on it. The foundation, Paul says, is Jesus Christ. Paul says in the previous chapter, “I did not judge it well to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Corinthians 3: 2). It is another Man altogether, another order of Man altogether. So Paul was concerned about the kind of material that was being built on this foundation. The question would be, in our review of things, as to whether we can perceive what is gold, and what is silver, and so on. Right down through the dispensation there has been building going on, and the line of the truth has been preserved in the power of the Spirit. But there has also been building of other kinds. Church history would show that what is spurious came in very early. The devil has attacked the truth constantly right through the whole Christian period. 

So we come to the present day and ask, ‘What is being built on this foundation?’ If you go into a Christian bookshop you will see shelves full of books, but look through a page or two and you will find that a lot of it is not even the truth. 

Some of it would have elements of the truth in it, sufficient, in God’s mercy, to arrest souls and point them to Christ, but generally speaking you could not really say it was built on this foundation. You see, these devotional books scarcely ever contain a reference to the removal of the first man in the death of Christ. I am sure this foundation of Jesus Christ must include that idea. Paul would have nothing else; he would have nothing of the first man whatever built on this foundation. It would be true to say that generally in Christendom the removal of the first man is not taught or understood. Even those who speak most about new birth seem to overlook the fact that new birth had to be, that there had to be a new beginning. The acceptance of the fact that the first man has gone in the death of Christ is essential to our understanding the truth of the assembly. 

So I was thinking, beloved brethren, as we consider the privileged time we are in, that there have been servants whose work has stood the test. This scripture says, “the fire shall try the work of each what it is”. Certain ministries have stood the test. But the exercise I would raise with myself and with us each is. How do we assess, how do we value, those ministries? Do I read them just to be able to quote them? Or do I read them to learn how those men thought, to see how they used the Scriptures? What was the concept in their minds? How did they bring the light in through the Scriptures? I believe it is only in that way that we shall really lay hold of what those reliable ministries were aiming at. We do not have to protect the servants who have gone before. They are with their Master. But we do have a responsibility to understand, practise, and uphold the truth that has been ministered. Not that any servant is infallible. The servants themselves would repudiate that. What they would have longed for 

would be that such as ourselves should follow, in dependence upon the Holy Spirit, the light that they had, and see it in the Scriptures, so that we too have it in the Scriptures. There is a touching reference at the end of an .address by Mr. Raven which bears on this. (See the quotation at the end of this word—Ed.). Such men would repudiate any idea of apostolic authority and succession coming down in the revival. 

I believe that those who have had part in the history of recent decades need to have a sober review of what has been laid on this foundation in the days in which we have lived, and in the whole period of the revival. In this way we shall be able to say that certain things are there for sure; they would come into the category of gold, silver, and precious stones, that would stand the fire. Other things you would have to name as spurious, others again as distorted or out of proportion. And as to what we have done ourselves, we need to look back and review it in our secret links with God, to find that certain things, through the mercy of God, were right and would stand the fire, whereas other things contributed to the building up of a great wooden structure of pride and presumption that perhaps looked right to us for a time, but the fire came and showed it up for what it was. May we be preserved from building up anything like it again. 

The Spirit of God has preserved what is sound in ministry, what is vital in ministry, to be valued by us, understood by us, and answered to by us, so that we can continue here in our measure, though small indeed it is, filling out our part in our time of responsibility, building along on these lines, gold, silver, precious stones, something that will stand the test of the fire. May the Lord help us in it for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
27 December 1982 

Following are the remarks by Mr. Raven, at the end of an address in London in 1891, quoted in the preceding word—‘I commend the truth to you, and pray God it may be blessed to every one of you. As I said last week, if I had to wait till I could speak without defects I should have to wait long enough. I can only bring the truth before you according to my little apprehension of it, and commend to you, not so much what I have said, but the truth to your attention, and to your consciences and hearts’. (Vol. 7, p.147). 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 3:9-15 (JND) [9] For we are God's fellow-workmen; ye are God's husbandry, God's building. [10] According to the grace of God which has been given to me, as a wise architect, I have laid the foundation, but another builds upon it. But let each see how he builds upon it. [11] For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ. [12] Now if any one build upon [this] foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw, [13] the work of each shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare [it], because it is revealed in fire; and the fire shall try the work of each what it is. [14] If the work of any one which he has built upon [the foundation] shall abide, he shall receive a reward. [15] If the work of any one shall be consumed, he shall suffer loss, but *he* shall be saved, but so as through [the] fire.

1 Corinthians 3:2 (JND) [2] I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able;



THE NEED FOR SPECIAL DEVOTEDNESS

V. E. Wraighte 

Mark 14: 3–9; .1 Corinthians 16: 15–17 

My simple desire, dear brethren, is to say a word of exhortation. I believe there is a need at the moment for special devotedness with every one of us young and old. I say ‘special’ because we are in the last days. The end of every dispensation brings out the power of evil, the intense, inveterate opposition of the enemy. Therefore I use the word ‘special’. 

Devotedness is called for on the part of every one of us. And from that I would not, and could not, exclude any from the youngest to the eldest. 

In this first scripture we have brought forward the devotedness of an individual, one who did something of her own volition, irrespective of what any others thought. The Holy Spirit, dear brethren, is operating in our day. And in spite of all the hatred and opposition of the enemy He is producing individual attachment and devotion to Christ. It raises the question. Am I hindering Him or am I with Him? May we not hinder the Spirit’s operations at the present time in producing attachment and devotedness to Christ. May we each and every one be with Him in His service and in His operations today. 

In Mark 14 the Lord Jesus was in the house at Bethany two days before the passover, two days before He was going to die. What must have entered into His holy mind! Outside there was the spirit of hatred and of murder. They were seeking how they might kill Jesus. But there He was in the house of Simon the leper. He identified Himself with that house. But it was not just bricks and mortar, there were persons there who composed that house. Leprosy was not active there. What comes forward is a woman in her devotion to anoint the head of Jesus. What it must have cost this woman to have secured this alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly. What it must have meant by way of exercise and sacrifice. What does she do? She lavishes it on Jesus, she anoints His head. She was in full sympathy with the Person who was there. 

Whilst it would have a bearing on each one of us, brothers and sisters, I have an impression that it has a particular bearing upon the sisters, as to where they find themselves at this juncture in the testimony of God. This woman, in this very act, this devotion, showed where she stood. If outwardly, and publicly there was such evil against the Lord Jesus, she showed where she stood in relation to Him, and in relation to the testimony of God. As I said, it must have cost her something, it must have cost her much, not only showing publicly her devotion and loyalty, but oh to think of what went on in secret, in self-sacrifice. I challenge my own heart as to whether I appreciate enough what goes on among godly sisters in view of the continuance of the testimony of God at the present time. 

As we know, two of the gospel writers record that the feet of Jesus were anointed. In Luke 7 we think of the grace that came so near, those feet that carried the grace of God to that woman. John 12 shows us how those feet were carrying Him even to death. But in Matthew and Mark it is the head of Jesus that is anointed. And so this woman, I believe, not only shows her own devotion, but she carries a sense of the devotion of the One she is serving. 

Think of the devotion of Jesus, set out here so fully, so completely, so absolutely. What a Person He was; what a Person He is. This woman was in accord sympathetically not only with the way He had come, but with the way that He was to go. For the Lord Jesus says, “She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial”. There were those that were indignant, but oh to think of the way that the Lord Jesus defends such a one. 

Cannot we count upon Him, beloved? Does He not know all about us?—not only all about us, but about all the surrounding circumstances? We have this word of Jesus, “Let her alone; why do ye trouble her?” As we devote ourselves in self-sacrifice, maybe it will draw out certain indignation, but oh to get such comforting words from Jesus, “Let her alone; why do ye trouble her?” Is it not worth it, dear brethren, in these last days, to know what it is in days of opposition to Jesus and opposition to the testimony, opposition to the truth, I say is it not worthwhile to set ourselves in devotion to Jesus, and to His interests? So the Lord says further, “What she could she has done”. Is that so as, to us, dear brethren? I would have to take the challenge home to my own heart. Think of how many things there are that need to be done, but are left undone. I find with myself at times the tendency to be too casual, but the Lord here says, She has done what she could. 

May we from today onwards be energised in the power of the Spirit in devotion to Jesus, in devotion to His interests, to do what our hand finds to do. I do not think the blessed God expects more of us than we have ability for; He is not exacting, but oh I believe, beloved brethren, we could stretch ourselves a little more in regard of the Person, the testimony of God, and His interests here. Oh to know what it is to have this word, “What she could she has done”. I often challenge myself, as I come home from a day at the office and feel exhausted. 

Can I say that in relation to expending myself in regard to Jesus, and His interests? It is not that I am wanting to chide any, or to say that we are sluggards—far from it; but I believe that in these last days God is looking for increase from the souls, from the affections, of each one of us, that we might know what it is to be just a little more devoted to Jesus and His interests here. 

Then I wonder, as to this last direction of the Lord Jesus in regard to the act of this woman, whether sufficient attention is being paid to it at the present time. I believe it should be held freshly in the minds and affections of the saints at the present time as to whether we speak about what this woman did, and as to whether there is something of this “memorial” with us. 

I leave it with you, dear brethren, but I believe that as it is so there will be more suitable conditions for the Supper. We have spoken about the Supper earlier. None of us, I think, would want to miss it. We would want to provide what is suitable for the Lord Jesus. I believe that our keeping the directions as to what the Lord says of the act of this woman bears upon suitable conditions for the Supper. 

In 1 Corinthians 16 it is not an individual, but a house, the house of Stephanus. “They have devoted themselves to the saints for service”. The apostle says, “ye know”, and I believe that today we can speak of households that are devoted to the saints for service. I get the impression that what the Lord is saying to us relates to there being a little more increase. We would rightly think of this house in Corinth as being part of a locality. We would think of it, and rightly so, as a father and mother, and young children, I judge, because it says, “the house of Stephanus ... the first-fruits of Achaia”. In these last days, brethren, I believe there is the urgent need for devoted households in our localities in view of what is potential there. It is needed to offset the efforts and onslaughts of the enemy. As we think of this husband and wife they would be set together in relation to the truth; they would be one in relation to service to their local brethren, and the influence of that, I judge, would spread to the children. 

So that we ever need to be on our guard, and I appeal to the young ones in this, that nothing should be brought in to our households that would militate against the truth, that would militate against the rights of God, that would militate against service to the saints in the locality. Such a house will be devoted to the saints for service. I think the footnote ‘g’ 

emphasizes and brings out that it is not just the service, but such a household is dedicated to the saints themselves. 

I get the impression that in the midst of such a difficult locality as Corinth was at that time, the house of Stephanus would have loved the brethren. In their estimation there would have been none like them upon the face of the earth. Oh to think rightly of our local brethren! How we love them! How we need to love them. And we need to serve them in these last days. If this is so, and it is, we can well understand the onslaughts and efforts of the enemy to disrupt such households. We have to own that the enemy has been successful with some of our young ones for a time; I say for a time. Let us be devoted. Let the rest of our days be spent in devotion to Christ and His interests, that the enemy of our souls may be thwarted. 

That is all I had to say, dear brethren. May the rest of our days be spent in devotedness to Christ and to His interests, and to none other. Despite what others may do, let us be set on this way in devotion to Christ. May He prosper it with us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
9 July 1983




Scripture references

Mark 14:3-9 (JND) [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. [4] And there were some indignant in themselves, and saying, Why has this waste been made of the ointment? [5] for this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor. And they spoke very angrily at her. [6] But Jesus said, Let her alone; why do ye trouble her? she has wrought a good work as to me; [7] for ye have the poor always with you, and whenever ye would ye can do them good; but me ye have not always. [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial. [9] And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this [woman] has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her.

1 Corinthians 16:15-17 (JND) [15] But I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,) [16] that *ye* should also be subject to such, and to every one joined in the work and labouring. [17] But I rejoice in the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus; because *they* have supplied what was lacking on your part.

Mark 14 (JND) [1] Now the passover and the [feast of] unleavened bread was after two days. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might seize him by subtlety and kill him. [2] For they said, Not in the feast, lest perhaps there be a tumult of the people. [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

1 Corinthians 16 (JND) [1] Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the assemblies of Galatia, so do *ye* do also. [2] On [the] first of [the] week let each of you put by at home, laying up [in] whatever [degree] he may have prospered, that there may be no collections when I come. [3] And when I am arrived, whomsoever ye shall approve, these I will send with letters to carry your bounty to Jerusalem: …



“LIKE AS A FATHER”





J. Pellatt 

In peace the fruit of righteousness is sown; 

From worried heart no precious thing is grown; 

God works in calm. Let His calm fill thy breast, 

So shall thy rest be work, thy work be rest. 

See all His promises around thee spread, 

Each as a downy pillow for thy head. 

Soft is the touch of love’s protecting arms, 

Firm as a rock, that wind nor wave alarms. 

But were they cancelled all, this only left— 

“Like as a father”—thou art not bereft; 

Smooth, then, that anxious brow, why troubled be? 

“Like as a father” God takes thought for thee! 

To know the Father’s heart—is rest divine 

Folding her wings around that heart of thine; 

To know the Father’s heart—from cares release, 

Acquaint thyself with Him and be at peace. 

 


EXTRACTS

“Whatsoever ye do in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus”. This will settle 999 cases out of 1,000. If you are questioning whether you shall do a thing or not, just ask yourself. Am I going to do it in the name of the Lord Jesus? It will settle it at once. Thus if a person says, What harm is there in my doing such-and-such a thing? I ask, Are you going to do it in the name of the Lord Jesus? … It is the test of the state of the heart. If my eye is single, if the purpose of my heart is all right, I get here what settles every question—it tests my heart. I wanted to know the right path, and it is as simple as ABC. If my heart is not upon Christ, I shall endeavour to do my own will; and this is not God’s will. There is the constant uniform rule which clearly judges every path and circumstance—am I simply doing it in the name of the Lord Jesus? 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’, Vol. 16, p.157) 

“Without holiness no man shall see the Lord”. Difficulties will arise, crises come up among the saints—who knows His way? He who has holiness, and he who has holiness sees the Lord. It is a question of where the Lord is in the crisis, and who sees Him but he who has holiness; so, beloved, the importance of holiness in a practical way is apparent, but it is specially apparent at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 15, p.44) 

Enoch ... walked with God; he has developed as man. Let us all note that, especially those, of us who are fathers and mothers; we cannot influence our children aright if we do not walk with God ourselves. That is the secret. We need the closet to pray for them, and then to go out to them and pray with and read with them. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 18, p.447) 

What a comfort it is to know that God thinks of us, and arranges all for us, though we fail to think of Him! There is not a day, not a moment, but God is thinking of us, and He is above all the plottings of Satan. He will take care of His people. Do they want food? He sends them manna. Guidance? there is the pillar going before them. Do they come to Jordan? there is the ark there. Have they enemies in the land? there is Joshua to overcome for them. He deals with them in the way of discipline when they need it, as He did with Jacob. He humbled him, but gave him the blessing in the end. What a thought this ought to give us of the love of God, when we thus see His activity in goodness to us all the way through! What comfort to know He is for us, out of the spring and principle of His own love! 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’, Vol. 19, p.297) 

I believe that prayer has as much to do as any other item with the building of wise women (Proverbs 14: 1); however limited one may be in one’s circumstances or one’s body, one can always pray, and I do not know of any service more effective than prayer ... I may not have gift or, through physical limitations, may not have opportunity to attend the meetings, or even to hear what is said, but I can pray. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 25, p.353) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Rushdene Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9NJ

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 14:1 (JND) [1] The wisdom of women buildeth their house; but folly plucketh it down with her hands.
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