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THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST AND THEIR RESULTS


Psalm 22

P.A.G.      We began this morning with hymn 298 which includes the verse:

‘None could follow there, blest Saviour, 

   When Thou didst for sins atone;

For those suff’rings, deep, unfathomed,

   Were, Lord Jesus, Thine alone!’

 

Towards the end of the meeting we sang hymn 125:

‘Praise to Thee, our God, belongeth,

   Worship from the creature Thine;

Thou art mighty, glorious ever,

   Great in majesty divine!’

 

The worship that flows to God is a direct result of the sufferings of Christ, and the fruit and product of them.  I wondered if we could enquire together about the sufferings of Christ and the results they produce.  There will be things that will touch our hearts and cause us to be expanded in our appreciation of Christ.  I believe His sufferings have a refining effect upon us as we contemplate the way that He went.  We can take account of His suffering for righteousness.  In measure the believer may suffer for righteousness, but suffering for sin was His and His alone for none of us could have borne it.  Yet not only did He bear our sins “in his body on the tree” (1 Pet.2:24), but He was made sin for us in order that “we might become God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Cor.5:21.  And having become God’s righteousness in Him, believers form part of that which responds to God now and will do so eternally.  The sufferings of Christ have produced an eternal result.  There are generations referred to in this psalm who “shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done it”.  It is still being declared and it is still the same, and Israel will come into it in a day to come.  Can we enquire soberly and quietly together about the sufferings of Christ and what they produce? 

N.J.H.      It is a very deep and essential matter for believers to occupy themselves with.   The reference to God dwelling amidst the praises of Israel (v.2) no doubt surpassed what was there in Israel before, but in the later reference (v.22), it is the assembly that is a result of His sufferings: “in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee”.  It involved the assembly.  

P.A.G.      When the Lord appeared to His own in the record in John 20 it says, “he shewed to them his hands and his side” (v.20).  His hands would be a testimony to the fact that He had done a work and it had involved suffering.  But although the assembly is not mentioned officially in John, we remember that the woman was taken out of the side of the man.  He showed them His side, He showed them what was in view, that those persons into whom He breathed the Holy Spirit and to whom He said, “as the Father sent me forth, I also send you” (v.21), would become the nucleus of the assembly which was being formed and is still being formed as we speak.  So it was all there in view.

W.M.P.      There is no evidence of suffering in Genesis 2, so why then is suffering essential for this particular result?

P.A.G.      The bride is the Lamb’s wife, and the Lamb is the One that suffered.  He was as “a Lamb standing, as slain”, Rev.5:6.  He went the way of suffering and death.  He came out of it, He stood and, like Joseph’s sheaf, He rose up and He remained standing (Gen.37:7).  He will never go back into death again – He has conquered it.  But the suffering Lamb has a counterpart that answers to His sufferings.  

W.M.P.      There must be a certain answer in that vessel to His suffering, in what she is in herself.

P.A.G.      In John’s gospel the record suggests that the first person the Lord spoke to out of death was Mary, so that the woman was coming into view.  Mary means bitterness; that is the meaning of her name, Mara.  The assembly is formed in suffering – not only in suffering, but the suffering forms the saints of the assembly in order to bring about likeness to Christ.  It says explicitly in the scripture “if we endure, we shall also reign together”, 2 Tim.2:12.  

A.M.B.      The Lord Jesus used the words in the first verse of this psalm on the cross.  We would be affected by His forsaking.  He was forsaken by His God, He was truly alone, as we sometimes sing (Hymn 268).  You are bringing before us that out of His sufferings, He has a counterpart, and we can say simply that He will never be alone again.  But there was a time when He was entirely alone; I wondered if you could say something for our edification about the forsaking. 

P.A.G.      I would be glad of your help and the help of the brethren.  He was forsaken because He was made sin, and we know from the scripture that God is “of purer eyes than to behold evil”, Hab.1:13.  God is so pure that He cannot look on evil.  The Lord was made sin in order that sin might be condemned.  Sins are forgiven, the acts are forgiven, and He “bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  But sin is condemned, so “God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh” (Rom.8:3), and that condemnation involved the forsaking.  It required that the Lord should confess publicly that He had been forsaken.  What makes that so great and so awful is that He had never been alone before.  Some of us may have had the experience of being alone, and we may have had the experience as believers of distance from God because of our state.  But the Lord had enjoyed, throughout His lifetime as Man, perfect unbroken communion with God.  Not only was He made what He abhorred, but He had to bear that alone.  We cannot really enter into it, but we can contemplate it.

A.M.B.      I think what you said is very helpful.  We remember that there was darkness at that time which meant that man’s eye could not look upon the Lord’s suffering as the forsaken One.  But He endured that.  It would also remind us of what it cost God to forsake that blessed One who so delighted Him.  

P.A.G.      We sang hymn 330 this morning:

‘Great the cost to Thee, blest Father’

We should be clear that it was not exactly the Father that forsook Him but God who forsook Him: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”  It was Man speaking to God conscious of distance, conscious of the absence of communion.

J.T.B.      Yet the fact that the conscious sense of His relationship with His Father was broken must have been a matter of intense agony to Him.

P.A.G.      That is what I feel; He was not free at that moment to say ‘Father’, He could not say it because the relationship was not available.  What it is to consider the absence of a relationship that had been enjoyed in perfection at the time of His deepest suffering.

G.B.G.      Is this what is involved in the cup: “if it be possible let this cup pass from me”, Matt.26:39?  The Lord did not go into any detail as to what that cup involved, but He knew and the Father knew.  I think that is very affecting – He knew and the Father knew.

P.A.G.      I speak carefully but I do not suppose that He could have explained it to us, not because He is not capable of anything, He is capable of any act, but because we could not take it in.  We could not take in what it was for Him to be forsaken.  It was between Him and the Father at that point, “this cup”, such a cup!  We have a “cup of blessing which we bless”, 1 Cor.10:16.  He took a cup of bitterest woe and the symbol or analogy of a cup means that He drank it.  It entered into His being.  There could be an external recognition that He was suffering, but this involved His inwards.

P.J.W.      Could you help us about His going through it with His Father before He experienced it actually?

P.A.G.      It was an act of subjection on His part to take the cup, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matt.26:39.  It was an act of subjection.  What this cup involved was so awful that He could not as Man take it willingly, it would not be righteous for Him to take it thus, but it was righteous for Him to receive it because it came from His Father.  What do you say?

P.J.W.      I was thinking of a remark that was once made that Christ rose up in triumph after He said, “but then, not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.  It was said that He rose up in triumph after having demonstrated to the whole universe His perfect obedience to His Father1, as though in one sense the whole matter was settled there, although He still had to go through the agony.  

P.A.G.      It says in verse 24 of Psalm 22 “For he hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither hath he hid his face from him: but when he cried unto him, he heard”.  The forsaking involves that, at that moment, His cry was not heard, so how can the psalmist write this, “when he cried unto him, he heard”?  The Lord rose up from accepting the cup from His Father, as you say, in triumph and in perfect certainty that He would be heard.  He was answered “from the horns of the buffaloes” so although the forsaking took place in all its reality, the Lord remained confident that He would be heard.  It says, “having been heard because of his piety” (Heb.5:7); His confidence was in God.  The scripture in Isaiah 53 is perhaps on the face of it a little difficult to understand when it says, “Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him” (v.10); how could that be?  What I think is suggested in it is that the good pleasure of God was in a Man who was perfectly conformed to His will, cost what it might: “it pleased Jehovah to bruise him”.  At that moment a fragrance ascended to God from the earth that had never been before.

N.J.H.      It was at Gethsemane that the Lord Jesus received the cup from the hand of the Father.  This was all in mind in His coming into manhood; the whole matter was to be resolved.  He was in total and full communion with His Father until the forsaking, where as Man He could say “My God, my God”.

P.A.G.      It says of Him in Matthew when He was born: “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matt.1:21.  "His people” were Israel, but it was in God’s mind from the outset that salvation for all would be available in Christ.  The fact is that God has chosen us in Christ before the world’s foundation (Eph.1:4), and in that same chapter it says, “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences” (v.7).  That reminds us that the death of Christ was not a reaction to something that had to be corrected.  It was part of the purpose of God.

Q.A.P.      According to Luke’s account, just before He died, the Lord Jesus said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”, Luke 23:46.  Do you have an impression about how that relates to what we are speaking about?

P.A.G.      He was free to say it, although there was not at that moment an answer.  The answer came “from the horns of the buffaloes”, and just to be clear, what that suggests is that the answer came in resurrection.  The horns of the buffaloes speak typically of the greatest power known against Christ, and that is where He was answered.  He was answered in death, He was answered when He was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father.  I think there was a certain completion on the cross; He said, “It is finished” (John 19:30), but the answer came in resurrection.

R.D.P.      You made reference to the fact that Jesus said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matt.27:46.  When the Lord ascended, He said, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20:17.  Could you say more about the fact that His forsaking was by ‘His God’, and He was not heard? 

P.A.G.      As our brother has reminded us, because He was forsaken, the conscious relationship with His Father was broken for the moment.  But as Man He always had a God: “my God and your God”.  We cannot really take account of His person as Man and His person as God simultaneously because we would become confused, but as Man He could always say, “my God”.  He remained subject.  The scripture has been quoted over the weekend, “I was not rebellious”, Isa.50:5.  This is the most perfect and affecting example of One who was not rebellious; even in that extremity of suffering He still says, “my God”.  

R.D.P.      This relationship with His Father was so precious in His life.  As ascended, it was “to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”.  I am thankful for what you said.

P.A.G.      It is a wonderful thing to consider that the Lord in resurrection brings His own into relationships that they had not enjoyed before.  His ascension is necessarily in view because the appreciation of it would involve the gift of the Spirit, but He says, “my Father and your Father”; He is bringing His own in, “my God and your God”.  He is “firstborn among many brethren”, Rom.8:29.  He says, “go to my brethren”, so He introduces the thought of His brethren.  He is “not ashamed to call them brethren” (Heb.2:11), and He brings them in to these distinctive relationships.  We are speaking about the sufferings and what they produce: they produce conditions in which these distinctive relationships, “my Father and your Father”, “my God and your God”, can be entered into.  His relationship with His Father is unique as is His relationship with His God, but He can say “my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”.

T.W.L.      Is the depth of that relationship in relation to the sufferings seen at the end of John 14 where He says, “that the world may know that I love the Father … Rise up, let us go hence” (v.31)?  That was on His way to the cross.  Would that enter into what you are saying in relation to His sufferings?  One of the things that the consideration of His sufferings produces is the ability to take some account of the relationship between the Father and the Son.

P.A.G.      Yes, “that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father has commanded me, thus I do”.  There was no hesitation, no conditionality, “as the Father has commanded me, thus I do.  Rise up, let us go hence.”  Then He says at the end of John 17 “And I have made known to them thy name, and will make it known” (v.26), and He is continuing to make it known that “the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them”.  The Father’s love was constant towards Christ.  He said, “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”, John 10:17.  The Father knew what would be involved as Christ knew, as our brother has pointed out; it was between Him and His Father that the cup was taken, and the Father loved Him.

G.B.G.      In John 20 when He says “my God and your God”, it is that order of manhood for the pleasure of God and, as you say, it is through the sufferings of Christ that others partake of that order of manhood for God’s pleasure.

P.A.G.      Only as a result of the sufferings and death of Christ could the order of manhood which belonged to Him come to us.  It would not have been possible before death because the death of Christ has to apply to us in order to dispense with the first order of man.  The old man has been crucified.  He had to die and we have to accept that.  The hymnwriter says;

‘For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died,

   And I have died with Thee;’      Hymn 415

It is not a collective matter, it is an individual matter to die with Him, to recognise that His death applies to me.  We could not have borne the suffering, but we can apply His death to ourselves and on the other side of death and in indissoluble life we have access to relationships that are eternal.

R.W.McC.      We speak of His journey from the manger to the cross, but it has been suggested we should think of His journey from the manger to the holy mountain which gives us the Father’s delight, and then from the mountain to the cross.  I wondered if that linked with what you were saying about that relationship. 

P.A.G.      That is true – you are thinking of the mount of transfiguration: “This is my beloved Son: hear him”, Mark 9:7.  There are steps on the journey – the manger, the waters of baptism, the mount of transfiguration, the cross.  But then as raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, there is His ascension, “whom heaven indeed must receive”, Acts 3:21.  God took account of it and each step gave Him fresh delight.  Christ is still delighting His Father now and He is delighting Him in those that He brings with Him.

A.R.H.      Should it freshly affect us that, as you have already said, there was a point when He could not be heard even though He was so pleasurable to God?

P.A.G.      The burnt-offering does not exactly touch on the side of suffering but what scripture does say is that “the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar, and lay wood in order on the fire; and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall lay the pieces, the head, and the fat, in order on the wood that is on the fire which is on the altar; but its inwards and its legs shall he wash in water; and the priest shall burn all on the altar, a burnt-offering, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour”, Lev.1:7-9.  It was all for Jehovah, but it was all in order.  It was in the ordering of God that this should happen; it was all in order.  The priest took account of every detail of it in ways which in a sense we cannot, but we can contemplate that he should “lay wood in order”, the manhood of Christ in all its blessed perfection laid in order on the altar, every step of His laid on the altar in order that God might be satisfied.  And Aaron’s sons the priests, the wider company, were brought in to lay the pieces, the head and the fat.  Brothers giving thanks in the service of God this morning were, as it were, laying out these pieces, the impression they had of Christ, and it is all laid out in perfect order.  The head, the glory of the blessed Man who bowed His head and died, and delivered up His spirit, and the fat, the essence of what was perfect in the sight of God and for God and God alone, were in order on the wood.  He never ceased to be Man in that time of deepest suffering.  As God He could have dispelled it in an instant, but as Man He went through with it in perfection; “its inwards and its legs shall he wash in water”.  The inwards really were known to God alone and yet they were available, the feelings that were there, when He says in John 12: “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?  Father, save me from this hour.  But on account of this have I come to this hour” (v.27).  That was the inwards being laid out for our admiring, adoring appreciation.  Then it says, “and its legs”; the movements of love that you have referred to; “Rise up, let us go hence”.  The legs were there, they were moving to Calvary’s cross without complaint and all that was for the pleasure of God.

N.J.H.      He justified God for the forsaking, did He not?  He said, “thou art holy”.  I was thinking that in His thirty-three and a half years, His relationship was perfect, a Son with a Father, Man with God, but when it came to that point, He sacrificially took the place of the sinner and sins to meet the whole matter.  You can understand that the issue between man and God was resolved there.

P.A.G.      That verse which was referred to yesterday has laid hold of me: “I was not rebellious”.  Jesus said to God “thou art holy”.  He justified God in what He did, He did not complain about it, He accepted it.  But it is more than simply acquiescence; He glorified God in it.  

D.C.B.      There are sufferings that we have been speaking of in the forsaking, and they would relate to the three hours.  But there were earlier sufferings and interestingly the psalm goes back to them: these are sufferings for righteousness.  I wondered if you could say something about the importance of these sufferings from the manger to the cross and up to the point of the darkness coming in.

P.A.G.      One thing is that they are available for us as food.  The various offerings from the oblation through the peace-offering and the trespass-offering are available to us as food.  The burnt-offering could not be partaken of, it involves our acceptance – although the skin of the burnt-offering was for the priests, meaning that we are clothed in the worth of Christ, we are accepted in Him, but the offering itself was exclusively for God.  But we can in principle partake of the other offerings except the sin-offering which was offered on the great day of atonement.  In Leviticus 16, you will find the teaching of that; it was burnt entirely.  But we can eat the offerings I referred to; that means we can participate in them.  Believers participate in suffering for righteousness, but we are strengthened for it as we feed on Christ.  The sufferings can be painful, but we are strengthened for them as we feed on Christ.  You can help us.

D.C.B.      I was wondering whether we can see that the offering that was offered for atonement in the three hours was an offering that had been tested in every possible way to show its excellence and its perfection through a pathway of suffering.

P.A.G.      Isaiah 53 tells us that He was a “man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom men hide their faces” (v.3).  That was not the cross exactly, that was the life of Jesus, “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom men hide their faces”.  No doubt it came to a head at the cross, but it was the whole of Jesus’ life of service here.  He bore it with patience; but more than patience, He bore it with grace.  He met circumstances of reviling and accusation and criticism.  He spoke the truth and He spoke it clearly, but He proceeded in grace, and He prayed that even those who put Him on the cross might be forgiven.  He was perfect in every step of His way, and He is available to us as such.

H.T.F.      I was thinking about the writer to the Hebrews saying “For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary”, Heb.12:3.  There is the food for us.

P.A.G.      That is very good; “consider well” is not merely a passing matter.  I speak carefully, but we cannot really consider the Lord’s sufferings in passing.  I would just say humbly and simply they are worth more than that, they are worth our contemplation.

N.C.McK.      It was imperative that the will of God should be accomplished here on earth and that righteousness should be upheld, God’s rights maintained on earth.  Could that have been secured without suffering?

P.A.G.      It is the way that God chose to make known His love.  It is a slightly different point, but God could have chosen to make known His rights and to exercise them in any way because He is God.  But He chose to exercise His rights in mercy; that is what He chose to do.  He chose to make known His love through suffering.  What would you say?

N.C.McK.      I am getting help on the enquiry.  It says, “to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”, Heb.2:10.  He has been made suitable to a position that He holds through sufferings that we may see that the way for us to be sons is that way.

P.A.G.      Yes, He is perfectly suited to His high priestly office because He has suffered as men suffer and, as we are contemplating, in a way that exceeds the way men suffer.  The one thing to say is that His perfection did not involve the removal of defects.  For us for anything to be made perfect may well mean the removal of what is sub-standard but with the Lord, perfection was seen fully in what was already there.  In His place in deity, He had not suffered as Man; in His place in deity He had not been obedient as Man, but He came into a condition in which he could suffer and in which he displayed obedience even to death.

T.W.L.      Going back to your opening comments as to what His sufferings produced, would it be right to say that that is seen particularly in what He is as Sanctifier?  He sanctifies people for God and consequently there is the necessity for His sufferings on the line of what He has secured for God, not exactly in meeting what was contrary but in securing persons to produce a sanctified company for God.

P.A.G.      That is good.  His sufferings have a separating effect on us.  How could I go on with something for which Christ suffered?  How could I find that pleasurable when He suffered for it?

R.H.B.      I was hoping you would say some more about the answer.  It says, “from the horns of the buffaloes hast thou answered me”.  I would like to understand that.  Is that a reference to the horns of the altar (Ps.118:27)?  What is in your mind about that?

P.A.G.      Certainly there is that reference to the sacrifice being bound to the horns of the altar.  I suppose what bound the Lord to the altar was His love; His love lay behind His obedience, He was bound there by love.  He was not held on the cross by the nails, He was held on the cross by His love.  He could have come down from it at any moment.  The horns of the buffaloes, I think, involve a place of extremity; that is to say, in man’s mind the position could not be remedied.  A person goes into death, that is a place of extremity from which there is no retrieval.  The glory of the Father brought Him out of it.  We should remember too that Jesus invaded its domain.  It says in John that “having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit”, John 19:30.  If you think of death as being like a doorway, a portal, He was greater than the doorway because He made it, and in order to go in, He did not bow to death.  He bowed His head in order to enter into that portal He had made, He bowed His head in subjection to the will of His God and Father and went that way and invaded death’s domain.  Death did not take Him; He said “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”.  He went into it as the only One who was His own Spirit; thus He is distinctive as the only One who had a right to give up what was His own.  He gave it up and bowed His head at that point and invaded the domain.  Having gone into it, He lay in the stillness of death.  Death was real.  “By the breath of God ice is given; and the breadth of the waters is straitened”, Job 37:10.  Jesus lay in the stillness of death and He was raised from it, as a sign of the Father’s delight, by the glory of the Father.  The Father’s love shone into that domain of darkness and claimed in resurrection the One whom He loved the most.

R.D.P.      It is really affecting what you have said, that it was divine love that held Him to the cross and no matter what man inflicted upon Him, His sufferings could never have taken His life.  No amount of suffering or indignity could have taken the life of Jesus; “I lay it down of myself”, John 10:18.  He had commandment to lay it down.  It is a very affecting thing to think of.  

P.A.G.      “I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again.  I have received this commandment of my Father”.  The same Father from whom He took the cup had given Him authority to lay down His life and authority to take it again.  It was another reason why He proceeded in perfect confidence.  

R.H.B.      Your reference to the point of extremity is helpful.  As to His dying, He said to John, “I became dead” (Rev.1:18); it was His own act.  He said of His life, “No one takes it from me”.  It looked as though His life was taken from Him, as though He was murdered by men, putting it simply, but it is important to grasp what you are saying that the giving up of His life was His own act in love to God and for us.

P.A.G.      We need to keep the two sides in our minds.  Man remains guilty in respect of the death of Christ.  That is what is said at the beginning of Acts: “ye, by the hand of lawless men, have crucified and slain”, Acts 2:23.  That is man’s responsibility.  But from the divine side no man took His life from Him.  We need to have both in our minds in relation to the death of Christ.  But to be very simple about it, I must not forget that in principle I was responsible for the death of Christ; He died for me and on my account.

R.H.B.      That verse you have quoted also says that He was “given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God”.  As you say, I was responsible for His death, but the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God involved that He should die for me in order that God’s purpose for me might be reached.

P.A.G.      His blood was foreknown before the foundation of the world, so that we need to understand both sides.

K.R.O.      Say something more as to the internal side of His sufferings that you referred to.  I am thinking of Isaiah 53 again, “the travail of his soul” (v.11).  Verse 10 speaks as to subjecting Him to suffering.  Would you say something more about that?

P.A.G.      As Jesus anticipated what lay ahead of Him at the cross, it says that “his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth”, Luke 22:44.  There was an intensity about His sufferings that is described to us as far as human language might go, but what He says even in this psalm: “my heart is become like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels” – there is an expression there of a depth of feeling, speaking carefully, that would have been beyond an ordinary man to bear; it would have crushed him. Speaking reverently, the Lord was not crushed.  In every offering the thing offered was consumed or eaten, but this offering went through entire!  The external sufferings were immense, and I would not seek to measure them, but the sufferings in His spirit went even beyond that.

K.R.O.      I wondered if the reference “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied” (Isa.53:11) brings us back to your introduction that there is what is ascending to God as a consequence of it?

P.A.G.      Yes, and when He said, “go to my brethren”, the Lord was beginning to see the fruit of the travail of His soul.  What a wonderful word, “and shall be satisfied”!  We are speaking about what is the fruit of the death of Christ and one fruit of the death of Christ is His own satisfaction.

R.B.      I was glad of what our brother said as to how this leads us to worship.  What you have touched on as to the Lord’s feelings and what He has gone through would affect us all, but how does it then lead to worship?

P.A.G.      The scripture says, “Praise him in his mighty acts”, Ps.150:2.  I think that worship goes beyond praising Him for His mighty acts.  I think it involves some appreciation in our souls of who He is and that none but He could have gone through with this.  It is not so much His acts we are thinking about, but the beauty and glory of His Person, the perfection of His Manhood.  We could say how far beyond us it is and that would be true, but we should not put it so far beyond us that we cannot respond to it.  It is there for us to respond to, and I think worship is the appropriate response.

B.W.L.      Do you think the heading of this psalm, ‘According to the hind of the morning’, would link with what you are saying?  In John 20, Mary went to the tomb; there was a response from her heart.  I was thinking of the meetings that we have had.  Mary said, “they have taken away my Lord” (v.13).  There is a subjective answer.

P.A.G.      There is, so in that sense there is something that is called out from our hearts and we want to be intelligent in these matters.  But I would encourage everyone – do not wait for some perfect expression to come to mind.  The Lord delights in even the briefest recognition of His Person, who He is as the Man out of death.

J.B.I.      It is “in the midst of the congregation”.  I was wondering if that is where Christ has His true place, in the heart of the assembly.

P.A.G.      I think that, and there is no vessel that appreciates Christ like the assembly does.  She has an appreciation of Him because the Spirit is free there and assembly response would exceed any other response.

J.B.I.      We can respond to all distance being removed because of what He has done in His sufferings, and to all that He has done in removing that distance.

P.A.G.      Indeed, so that He can unite the assembly to Himself because all distance has been removed.  We are not only brought near – we are united.

R.H.B.      Luke’s gospel brings out the depth of His sufferings.  You have spoken about His sweat becoming as “great drops of blood”, but it closes with “And they, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God”, Luke 24:52,53.  It reaches that point in the gospel that the fruit of all that pressure and suffering is testified to.

P.A.G.      Well, we are sobered and humbled by the sufferings of Christ but the product of them is eternal joy, joy that we could not have known if He had not gone that way.  He brings glory to God in the assembly.

R.H.B.      That is His joy as well as ours; “in view of the joy lying before him”.

P.A.G.      And think of the scope of His joy in that He would be able to say, “my Father and your Father” and “my God and your God”.  The joy that He would have the assembly for Himself, the joy that He would have the assembly as a vessel of praise and response to God was all part of the extent of the joy that lay before Him.

T.J.H.      Can you help us about the title of the psalm, which the note tells us is feminine?  I am thinking of that in relation to the enquiry as to the sanctuary and in Hebrews the reference to the assembly.

P.A.G.      God said very early on that “It is not good that Man should be alone”, Gen.2:18.  Here is the answer, it is in one who appreciates the way that He has been.  When Adam and Eve were brought together, which is without doubt a type of Christ and the assembly, there was no history there and that is another aspect of Christ and the assembly.  The assembly has no past history but in this setting what is involved is the appreciation of the Person and it is a feminine appreciation.  That is what can be united to Christ so that the answer is in the appreciation which we can all enter into.  We must have the Spirit.  How can sisters enjoy the place of brethren or sons?  How can brothers enter into the feminine response of the assembly?  We all enter into it together by the power of the Spirit and it makes it very clear to us that this response that we are speaking of is an entirely spiritual matter.

D.McF.      I was wondering about the thought of His hands being pierced and His feet but in John He draws attention to His side.  I wondered if we could get help on that.

P.A.G.      I suppose the piercing of His hands and feet was particularly related to the suffering for righteousness.  Agony was inflicted upon Him, and it also involves the responsibility of those that participated; they pierced His hands and His feet.  Israel will come to that, they will look on the One “whom they pierced”, Zech.12:10.  The piercing of His side is not really related to suffering because He was by that time dead when the soldier with a spear pierced His side.  The piercing of His side relates more to the purpose of God and the present power to maintain it because there is not only blood but there is water; there is what is available to believers to help maintain their state as well as to maintain righteousness.  The Spirit and the water and the blood are presented together in John’s first epistle chapter 5, and we are told that “the three agree in one” (v.8); they bear witness but “the three agree in one”.  The Spirit bears witness to life, the water bears witness to the fact that our state is dealt with and maintained, and the blood bears witness to righteousness, and they all point to Christ; “the three agree in one”.

T.R.C.      I was just thinking of the one pearl of great value, no doubt speaking to us of pressure and suffering, but the merchantman “sold all whatever he had” (Matt.13:46), which would involve the suffering of the Lord Jesus Himself.

P.A.G.      The merchantman would be capable of being selective, he would know what was of superior quality, and such was the quality that Christ identified in His assembly that “he went and sold all whatever he had”.  “Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”, Eph.5:25.  At the point when He gave Himself for the assembly, that love was anticipative.  But now His love for the assembly is actual, and we have an opportunity to respond to it.  The love that took Him the way that He went deserves an answer!
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Scripture references

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Revelation 5:6 (JND) [6] And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God [which are] sent into all the earth:

Genesis 37:7 (JND) [7] Behold, we were binding sheaves in the fields, and lo, my sheaf rose up, and remained standing; and behold, your sheaves came round about and bowed down to my sheaf.

2 Timothy 2:12 (JND) [12] if we endure, we shall also reign together; if we deny, *he* also will deny us;

Habakkuk 1:13 (JND) [13] [Thou art] of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on mischief: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, [and] keepest silence when the wicked swalloweth up a [man] more righteous than he?

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

1 Corinthians 10:16 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ?

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

Hebrews 5:7 (JND) [7] Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;)

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Isaiah 50:5 (JND) [5] The Lord Jehovah hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not away back.

Romans 8:29 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren.

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Mark 9:7 (JND) [7] And there came a cloud overshadowing them, and there came a voice out of the cloud, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him.

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Leviticus 1:7-9 (JND) [7] And the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar, and lay wood in order on the fire; [8] and Aaron's sons, the priests, shall lay the pieces, the head, and the fat, in order on the wood that is on the fire which is on the altar; [9] but its inwards and its legs shall he wash in water; and the priest shall burn all on the altar, a burnt-offering, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Leviticus 16 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they came near before Jehovah and died; [2] and Jehovah said to Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the sanctuary inside the veil before the mercy-seat which is upon the ark, that he die not; for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy-seat. [3] In this manner shall Aaron come into the sanctuary: with a young bullock for a sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Hebrews 12:3 (JND) [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds.

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Psalms 118:27 (JND) [27] Jehovah is God, and he hath given us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Job 37:10 (JND) [10] By the breath of God ice is given; and the breadth of the waters is straitened.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Acts 2:23 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.

Psalms 150:2 (JND) [2] Praise him in his mighty acts; praise him according to the abundance of his greatness.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 24:52-53 (JND) [52] And *they*, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, [53] and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God.

Genesis 2:18 (JND) [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like.

Zechariah 12:10 (JND) [10] And I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications; and they shall look on me whom they pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for an only [son], and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for [his] firstborn.

Matthew 13:46 (JND) [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,



THE OBEDIENCE OF JESUS


The peculiar glory of Christ viewed as man is that He maintained man’s place to infinite exactness in every detail under God’s eye.  He had maintained it throughout, but now the final test, the final crisis, was about to appear.

He was about to be face to face with Satan, who held the power of death in his hand; and he was about to bring that to bear upon the Lord so as to turn Him out of man’s place.  That was the whole aim of the enemy, to divert the Lord from man’s true position of obedience to God.  He had sought to do it at the outset in the wilderness, and now he returns in Gethsemane with the power of death in his hand to turn the Lord out of the path of obedience; and at that moment the thought of His victory arose in the heart of Christ.  He saw the opportunity, as it were, in which He would show in the presence of all, in the presence of the universe, His unswerving obedience to the will of God.  He said, “Not my will, but thine be done”.

He could not but recoil from the cross, for it was the forsaking of God.  It was the essence of His perfection to recoil from it; and on the other hand it was the essence of His perfection as man to take it up, to drink the cup; and hence His glory shines under God’s eye.  There has never been such a shining of moral glory as there was in Gethsemane, and upon the cross when the Lord maintained, in infinite perfection, man’s place under God’s eye.
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RISEN WITH CHRIST


If a man be risen with Christ, if he be dwelling there, it will show itself thus.  We shall not be afraid of the changes around.  We shall live, not in stupid apathy and listlessness, but in the exercise of lively affections and energies towards the Lord.  One great evidence of my abiding in Christ, is quietness.  I have my portion elsewhere, and I go on.  Another sign is confidence in obeying.
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Editor’s Note:


We wish to correct some errors in the June edition.  On pages 12, 19 and 20 remarks that are attributed to Richard M Brown of Strood were in fact made by David A Barlow of Sunbury.  In addition, two sets of initials are missing from the list on page 23: TJH - Trevor J Harvey of East Finchley, and RDP - Ron D Plant of Birmingham.  

We apologise for this.
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