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THE SERVICE OF CHRIST TOWARDS MEN

J. Mitchell 

Zechariah 13: 5–7; Acts 2: 32–38; 9: 1–8 

I have read these passages because of an impression as to what men awarded to Christ as the One of whom it says prophetically “man acquired me as bondman from my youth”. It is one of the most sobering things that the prophet immediately says, “What are those wounds in thy hands?” The wages of His service of love among men were the wounds in His hands and in His side. An awful thing to think about but that is the truth of the matter regarding the blessed One who came in from God, to take up man’s cause. He came into a world stricken on every hand with sin and death, all the sorrow and the distress of mankind that the incoming of sin had occasioned. God felt that, for man’s sake. He not only felt what the incoming of sin meant to Himself. He being robbed of His creature, but God felt it for man’s sake. He felt what the effect of the incoming of sin would mean for man. While God bore with it through all those generations, what was clearly in His mind from the very beginning was that He had a Man who would glorify Him, who would uphold every right of God, but a Man who would be here for men and take up man’s cause. My friend, that Man is Jesus. Political men may tell you that they are concerned to take up your cause; let me tell you something, there is only one Man who is able to take up your cause, and that Man is Jesus, and He has done it, that is the wonder of it. He came in to take up man’s cause, and He was here as a Man in the ordinary circumstances of life. It says here, “And he shall say, am no prophet”. There was nothing outwardly distinctive about Jesus; His incoming was of the most humble character; His upbringing, I suppose (little is known about it), would have been similarly of the most humble character. At one point they said, “Is not this the son of the carpenter?”, Matthew 13: 55. That is the situation into which God came in a Man, in Jesus, to take up man’s cause. The book of the Acts tells us that He, “went through all quarters doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him”, Acts 10: 38. For the first time in the history of man they had someone there who would take up their cause. There was not a circumstance, not a need, that Jesus came in touch with, but that He was both able and willing to meet that need. One would say. If thou wilt, but the Lord was not only able to meet the need. He was willing to meet it. 

Yet, what was the result of all that service? The result was the wounds in His hands. I think that is very touching. The hands speak of the service of love of Jesus, and they were wounded. It says that here, “What are those wounds in thy hands?” Prophetically it looks on to the day when Israel will come to recognise what they have done to the Saviour. Think for a moment that the result of that service, perfect in every respect, was that Christ Himself, was wounded. That is what men gave Him. Man gave Him a malefactor’s gibbet, the most humiliating death, perhaps the most painful death that there could be. Man gave to Jesus for all His service here the humiliation and the scandal of the cross. He never lifted up a word in His defence. Another prophet says, “A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench”, Isaiah 42: 3. Think of the gentleness of Jesus. He never turned anyone away; He never unnecessarily offended anyone; He never hurt anyone; He never did anything that would distress the persons with whom He came into contact. All was perfect goodness in the life of Jesus. That goodness resulted in the wounds in His hands. That was man’s estimation of the service of Jesus. He came in to take up man’s cause, to lift the burden that lay upon man because of the incoming of sin through man’s own actions, and He was prepared to lift that whole burden, lift it off the whole of mankind. He was equal to it, and He was prepared to do it, but what they gave Him were 

the wounds in His hands. 

Then it goes on, “And he will say, Those, with which I was wounded in the house of my friends, ‘Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts”. There is the side of what man did to Christ. It is very sobering and touching to think of it. When we speak of man we are speaking of ourselves, speaking of persons like ourselves. There was what they did with Jesus then, but deeper still were His sufferings at the hand of God. If He was to take up man’s cause it involved the awfulness of the sufferings of Christ at the hand of God. 

The word is here, “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts”. Think of divine feelings in relation to that. In Genesis 22 the wood was laid upon Isaac. The will of God was laid upon him, and that was going to consume him, but Abraham carried the fire and the knife. Think of the feelings of God in relation to the sufferings of Jesus, as He went through it anticipatively in Gethsemane. He went through it there in His holy relations with His Father; the inward pressure of what it was to be made sin bearing in upon Him bringing out the holy inward feelings of Jesus. Think of it!—“My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me”, Matthew 26: 39. When He actually came to the cross, and those three hours of darkness on the cross, there was no Father there for Him to call on. He was totally forsaken. Forsaken by the One who loved Him most, but righteousness demanded the forsaking by God. The penalty when sin came in at the very beginning was eternal banishment from the presence of God. The word for us in this present dispensation is that, “the wages of sin is death”, Romans 6: 23. The Scripture tell us that after death is judgment (Hebrews 9: 27). Judgment for the unrepentant sinner is an eternity without God; a sobering thing to think about. But the wonder of it is that Jesus suffered that. He suffered the judgment 

before His death. For men it is after death the judgment, but Jesus suffered the judgment first and then He died. Think of the sobriety of it; think of what it meant to His holy soul. In Gethsemane, he cried out, and it was right that He should do so, that holy One, the One who knew no sin. Think of the awfulness of what the anticipation of being made sin was to the holy soul of Jesus. 

The passage in Ezekiel gives us a little insight. God tells us that he is to eat his bread taken with dung that cometh from a man (see Ezekiel 4: 12). Ezekiel’s holy feelings cry out, and he says he had never eaten that which dieth of itself; it was awful to him, it was horrible to him, it was objectionable to him, but there was some alleviation brought in for Ezekiel. When you come to Jesus how much more of a horror was it to Him to be made sin, and there was no alleviation whatsoever; it was not possible that there could be an alleviation because it was my sins and your sins in their totality that were borne there in those three hours of darkness on Calvary’s cross, and removed. Thank God for that. The judgment in its totality was gone through and God was satisfied in every possible way; righteousness was accomplished, every attribute of God’s throne was upheld. God was glorified in what happened on the cross of Jesus. He was a willing Victim, but it was no mean matter for Jesus to be the Sin-bearer. I say that because I used to think that because of who He was it would have been an easy matter. It was no light matter. The very fact of what He was, the Holy One, made it all the more extreme. I say all that because, in the days in which are, sin is being made very light of. It is becoming unacceptable in society not to be a sinner. A sobering thing to think about! That is what the enemy is achieving among mankind at the present time; persons will say, I am not a prude. It is socially unacceptable not to be a sinner. We need to be reminded constantly of what sin has cost Christ, and what sin has cost God. 

Then the wages of sin is death, and He died. Think of the sobriety of that, He died. He gave up that precious life, that holy life, as the hymn-writer says, 

‘That holy life in death’s domain, 

Laid down devoted to God’s will’. 

How wonderful it is. We can feed on and contemplate the sufferings of Jesus, the holy sufferings of that blessed Man. A whole eternity of glory for God will be secured as a result of those sufferings. Everything for God is based on them, and what a wonderful result there will be. Man gave Him the wounds in His hands and a malefactor’s cross, and God took that opportunity to make Him the Sin-bearer, but God has answered all that in raising Him from among the dead. Another has said that divine righteousness enters into the resurrection of Jesus. God would have been unrighteous if He had not raised Jesus—God is a righteous God, and righteousness had been met in all that He accomplished. So you can rest your soul on the work of Christ; you can have peace with God and nothing to disturb, because righteousness in its fulness has been secured in Him. But righteousness demanded the resurrection. Indeed the one to whom I have referred goes so far as to say, ‘God would not have been God if He had not raised Jesus’. It was imperative that that blessed Man who went that way, the Holy One who became the Sin-bearer, the One that took upon Himself all that lay upon man as the sinner should be raised from among the dead. God has done that, and that is Peter’s testimony, “This Jesus”, he says, the very Person who was known among them, the very Person whose hands were wounded as a result of His service among them, “This Jesus has God raised up, whereof all we are witnesses”. What Peter says brings out God’s answer. The answer to the thirty years of secret life of Jesus was His anointing at the Jordan. The answer to His three-and-a-half years of public service was the mount of transfiguration. From the mount of transfiguration He went down to die, and the answer to that was His resurrection and His glorification. God has glorified Jesus. I say it feelingly, I trust guardedly, that God could do no other. God had to raise Jesus, and not only did He have to raise Him, but “Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which ye behold and hear”. He has set Him at His own right hand, and He has given a whole administration of blessing into the hands of that blessed Man for men. 

The resurrection and ascension of Christ makes way for God to come out in the fulness of blessing to men. The wonder of that always amazes me. In the gospels, where the Lord Himself speaks about the vineyard (Matthew 21: 33–41), and how at last he sent to them his son, and when they killed him, he says to them, What will the lord of the vineyard do? And they reply to the effect that he will have to come in in judgment. God answers what man has done to Christ with the infinitude of divine grace. Could there be anyone like God in that? 

Could there be anything more marvellous than the gospel? He answers their wickedness with the infinitude of divine grace. In Luke’s gospel the Lord tells His disciples to go and preach beginning at Jerusalem, the very place where He was refused, the centre where opposition to Christ and to God was concentrated; that is where the preaching was to commence. All through the dispensation God has exercised the infinitude of divine grace. He does not deal with men on their merits, He acts according to what He is in Himself. How wonderful that is. 

There is therefore hope for you and me, sinners that we are, deserving divine judgment; deserving divine wrath; deserving eternal banishment from the presence of God; but God has met us in the infinitude of divine grace. He has set the Saviour at His own right hand, and He is there available for the whole universe. The mercy-seat has been taken from behind the veil, and it has been set out in the full view of the universe, and God is inviting men to come to Jesus today. How wonderful that is! Come to the Saviour, as the hymn says, ‘O come to the Saviour. He’s calling today’ (Hymn 324). 

What a wonderful message there is in the glad tidings for men. 

That is not all, coming to the Saviour is one thing. There is the administration of divine bounty in all its fulness, grace is there in its plenitude, unrestricted. Righteousness having been accomplished, God has now a free hand; not a finger in the universe can be lifted against what God has done in the liberality of His heart, in the glory of His grace. Everything has been done in infinite righteousness; perfect is the work that has been accomplished, giving God a free hand to act in the infinitude of divine grace, and in the plenitude of His bounty. 

So Peter goes on to say, “Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which ye behold and hear”. Not only is He offering men the forgiveness of sins in the beauty of His grace, but He is pouring out such as blessing—“the promise of the Holy Spirit”. I think the idea of the pouring out indicates the plenitude of divine bounty and divine blessing. I wonder if everyone here has consciously received the Holy Spirit? God would give you the Spirit; so that what you have accepted in faith and believed in the glad tidings might become your joy. The Holy Spirit would help you in the enjoyment of it. God has in mind, not merely to deliver man from his sins, He has in mind to set up men in the joy of having a living abiding link with a blessed Man who is in the glory. That is what He has in mind, so that the Spirit has come here. Some of us have been remarking over these days that He has come from the Father, freighted with all the Father’s thoughts of Christ, to pour these thoughts into the hearts and souls of weary men; to fill their hearts with Christ. Another has said that God does not exactly present the forgiveness of sins as His end in the glad tidings (the glad tidings involves the forgiveness of sins), but God presents a Man in the glad tidings for the affections of 

men. He presents the Man of His heart to men that He might be the Man of our hearts, and as feeding upon Him we might become like Him for the pleasure of God. I think that is what is in mind so that the Holy Spirit is here to indwell your heart. One thing about the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is that He will constantly keep that blessed and glorious Man before your affections. I have heard persons say, I have come to Christ but can I keep it? That is not a question my friend. The matter of your soul salvation is settled in Christ in the presence of God. It is secure there. The shed blood covers that. But the real question is, Can you be maintained in the joy of it? The Holy Spirit is here to maintain you day by day in the joy of all that Christ is for men. The incoming of sin meant much to a holy God; how obnoxious sin is to God; how He felt it at the beginning, but the glorious way in which He has met it never ceases to be a marvel to me. What a wonder the glad tidings are. Is there anything like it? Can you describe anything that is like it in this universe? There is nothing that can compare with it my friend, and I am sure you will prove that day by day as you accept the Lord Jesus. 

It goes on to say, “And having heard it they were pricked in heart”. That is the result of the preaching of the glad tidings, that persons are convicted, they are pricked in their heart, and they said to Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do, brethren?” There was not a consultation about what needed to be done. What Peter said was immediate, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. As I say, there does not need to be a consultation; the apostles did not need to consult among themselves, the answer is immediate; it is the character of God to immediately meet the repentant sinner. We often say that in Luke 15, he ran to meet the returning son, and he covered him with kisses. That would be the attitude of God tonight as He would run to meet the repentant sinner. 

Now I just touch on Saul of Tarsus, a well-known passage which illustrates in the most beautiful way what we have been saying. It speaks in verse 1 of Saul “still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem”, Acts 9: 1, 2. It tells us in an earlier passage that he even went into the houses, ravaged the houses of those who believed on the Lord Jesus (Acts 8: 3). What an evil man, could there be anything worse than that? 

You would expect God to come in in protection of His people in bringing judgment upon that man, he deserved it. He went with a high priest’s warrant in his pocket and hatred in his heart, and that hatred was hatred of Christ. The Lord says to him on this Damascus road, 

“Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?” When he is recounting it himself he adds, the Lord said, “it is hard for thee to kick against goads”, Acts 26: 14. Think of Jesus’ feeling for Saul, how hard it was for him. No doubt Saul was affected by the testimony of Stephen. Those who murdered Stephen laid their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. That testimony of Stephen had an inward effect upon Saul of Tarsus, and he was kicking against the goads, and the Lord felt for him. That is a wonderful thing. Persons might be in exercise here, they might feel that they are absolutely alone in these exercises, but the Lord feels for you. He knows what you are going through. You might say, ‘I have not given my heart wholly to Him’, but He knows what you are going through and He feels for you and He feels with you. The glory of divine grace shone on that Damascus road, and it says, “falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?” As much as to say, What is there about Me that justifies persecution? There is nothing about Jesus that can justify persecution. He says that to Saul, but the glory of grace breaks him down completely. Mr Darby said that on the Damascus road all that Saul was morally was smashed. The man 

was completely broken down, and that, I think, is what God would do in the glad tidings. 

There is nothing like the power of divine grace; there is no greater power in the universe. Mr Raven speaks of it as God’s great operating principle, a powerful principle to break the heart down and draw to Christ. God would appeal to every one of us. I suppose every one of us here is converted, every one knows the Lord Jesus as Saviour, then I think the Lord would go over these things with us, in order that we might appreciate the glory of what has been accomplished in the gospel through the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. The suffering has been His, but the glory has resulted from it. May He have a greater place in our affections, and may God Himself be glorified in our daily lives, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Barbados
13 October 1996 

 


Scripture references

Zechariah 13:5-7 (JND) [5] And he shall say, I am no prophet, I am a tiller of the ground; for man acquired me [as bondman] from my youth. [6] And one shall say unto him, What are those wounds in thy hands? And he will say, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends. [7] Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man [that is] my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn my hand upon the little ones.

Acts 2:32-38 (JND) [32] This Jesus has God raised up, whereof all *we* are witnesses. [33] Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which *ye* behold and hear. [34] For David has not ascended into the heavens, but he says himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand [35] until I have put thine enemies [to be] the footstool of thy feet. [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ. [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 9:1-8 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. [7] But the men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but beholding no one. [8] And Saul rose up from the earth, and his eyes being opened he saw no one. But leading [him] by the hand they brought him into Damascus.

Matthew 13:55 (JND) [55] Is not this the son of the carpenter? Is not his mother called Mary, and his brethren James, and Joseph, and Simon, and Judas?

Acts 10:38 (JND) [38] Jesus who [was] of Nazareth: how God anointed him with [the] Holy Spirit and with power; who went through [all quarters] doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

Isaiah 42:3 (JND) [3] A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment according to truth.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hebrews 9:27 (JND) [27] And forasmuch as it is the portion of men once to die, and after this judgment;

Ezekiel 4:12 (JND) [12] And thou shalt eat it [as] barley-cake, and thou shalt bake it in their sight with dung that cometh out of man.

Matthew 21:33-41 (JND) [33] Hear another parable: There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and made a fence round it, and dug a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and left the country. [34] But when the time of fruit drew near, he sent his bondmen to the husbandmen to receive his fruits. [35] And the husbandmen took his bondmen, and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. [36] Again he sent other bondmen more than the first, and they did to them in like manner. [37] And at last he sent to them his son, saying, They will have respect for my son. [38] But the husbandmen, seeing the son, said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him and possess his inheritance. [39] And they took him, and cast him forth out of the vineyard, and killed him. [40] When therefore the lord of the vineyard comes, what shall he do to those husbandmen? [41] They say to him, He will miserably destroy those evil [men], and let out the vineyard to other husbandmen, who shall render him the fruits in their seasons.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Acts 9:1-2 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem.

Acts 8:3 (JND) [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison.

Acts 26:14 (JND) [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads.



HOW WE ARE TO APPEAR BEFORE GOD

W. McKillop 

Deuteronomy 16: 16, 17; 26: 1–4; Psalm 84: 5–7 

We spoke in the earlier meeting about the Lord appearing to us, what that has in view and what the spiritual result should be in all of us. I would like now, with the Lord’s help, to speak about our appearing before God. It is a very dignified thought that we should appear before God. In this book Moses is speaking and unfolding what is in his heart. One of the things he brings out under God is that “Three times in the year shall all thy males appear before Jehovah thy God”. Moses is a type of Christ in his affection for God. His speaking throughout this book is to bring, home to us this great thought of appearing before Jehovah our God. We have a far greater privilege because we are not limited to three times in the year. 

There were some in Israel who limited themselves even more than this. Elkanah, you remember, only went up once a year. He was a man who was outwardly in touch with things but inwardly was lacking the spiritual spring. He understood nothing about the exercises of Hannah, nor her desire that there should be a man child for Jehovah. Obviously he was content to live largely in his business and once a year to go up to Jerusalem, but to go up without any real inward priestly feelings and without any understanding of the exercises currently in his locality that Hannah would represent. 

Moses would have in mind that persons who go up should not be like Elkanah, but be marked by readiness to respond to the divine requirements; so he says “all thy males”. That would point to what is masculine among us, involving sisters as well as brothers. Sonship, which is a masculine thought, includes the sisters as well as the brothers. It would hardly seem necessary at this time in the recovery of the truth to say that, but as the apostle said even to the Philippians, “to write the same things to you, to me is not irksome, and for you safe”, Philippians 3: 1. It is safe for us to remind one another of these things because we tend to forget them. When we forget them, they cease to have power in our souls, and if they cease to have power in our souls we shall quickly become like Elkanah, self-satisfied with the very minimum, and it may be that we shall be worse off than Elkanah. We shall become completely inert Godward. Even to such a company as the Ephesians, the apostle had to write, “Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee”, Ephesians 5: 14. The fact that I may attend some meetings and may even take some part does not indicate that I am very vital Godward. What this passage would stimulate in us is urgency that we should lay hold of the divine requirement and that we should answer to it fully. So you have three times and three feasts mentioned. These threes, I think, are to point to an experience of spiritual power known in our souls. The apostle Paul knew what that was. He said, “according to his working, which works in me in power”, Colossians 1: 29. He could speak of that consciously and emphatically because there was evidence in him of Christ’s working in him in power. I would like to raise the exercise with all of us as to whether we are ready for the divine requirement in the full sense. 

Here we only have three of the feasts. In Leviticus there are seven, but the three here at least bring out what God is specifically requiring, and you notice it is in the place which He will choose. The service of God cannot be carried on wherever persons want to carry it on. We have had the experience in recent years of persons setting up to break bread here and there wherever they liked and that is all contrary to the divine requirement. It is “in the place which he will choose”. The first is the feast of unleavened bread, and that is the feast that we need to attend to. The apostle Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, said “let us celebrate the feast ... 

with unleavened bread of sincerity and truth”, 1 Corinthians 5: 8. It may be that we can beguile one another and outwardly appear to be more true, and committed and spiritual than we really are. The sobering thing that we should keep before us is that we are having to do with God. We are having to do with the One who searches the hearts and the reins, the One whose word is living and operative and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

It is always a test for us as we come together in these days whether we are truly and fully committed. When the Lord said to His own in John 6, “Will ye also go away?” (John 6: 67), He referred to their secret intention. Some had gone back and we have that sorrow from time to time, but the Lord would say to us each time that He speaks to us, What is your intention? 

Are you with Me until the finish of the dispensation, or is your secret intention at some point just to drift away? 

It is well for us to face this because our hearts are very treacherous. That is no doubt the reason that Jehovah said through Jeremiah, “The heart is deceitful above all things”, Jeremiah 17: 9. We really do not know how treacherous our hearts are naturally and we need to be continually searched by the word of God in order to judge our intentions and our motives. The feast of unleavened bread is intended to promote sincerity and truth. You remember that Jehu said to another, “Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?”, 2 Kings 10: 15. That is a good question for us to have in mind; not that we would regard one another suspiciously, but, Is my heart right? Is your heart right? And are our hearts right with one another? The feast of unleavened bread is intended to bring about reduction and to prevent spiritual inflation. That is a very important matter because one could easily become inflated through a simple thing like giving an address. There is nothing intended of the Lord to inflate the one who speaks in an address. The great test is, Is the Lord having His way and is He able to convey His mind in what the speaker is saying? Well that, taken to heart by anyone who is privileged to serve his brethren, would drive him to maintain the feast of unleavened bread. 

Then we have the feast of weeks, which alludes to the time of the Spirit. It is the one feast that had no time limit because what we have to do with in the Spirit runs right into eternity. 

You will remember that in 2 Corinthians 5 when the apostle speaks about our house from heaven and about the change in our bodies, and that whole wonderful line of things, he comes to a point at which he says, “God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit” (2 

Corinthians 5: 5). The Spirit is the Earnest of eternal conditions. The Spirit is not limited to bringing to us the moral conditions of the world to come. He does that, of course, but He puts us in touch with what is eternal. While, because of our creature limitations, our meetings finish at a certain point, even the precious service Godward finishes because the Lord goes out and we are conscious that we are not able for any more, yet the Spirit of God is the Earnest and He brings to us what will fill eternity; that is the knowledge of God and the enjoyment of the love of Christ. Then we have the feast of tabernacles which would mean that we are able to be close together and that does not involve discomfort or unpleasantness. 

In the feast of weeks there is no limit, so to speak, because what is in view is eternity. We sometimes sing it in that hymn, ‘Eternity is now in view’, and reference was made in the reading to 

‘And see the Spirit’s power 

Has ope’d the heav’nly door’. (Hymn 74) 

That is a door into eternal conditions. That is another precious thing to keep in mind that, as the Lord comes in and makes Himself known, He leads us not only into what is heavenly but into what is final. He brings us into touch with finality according to God. 

Then the word here is, “they shall not appear before Jehovah empty”. So I would appeal, especially to my beloved younger brethren, about what you may have in mind for this evening after the meeting finishes, is it just some natural activity? Something that the flesh enjoys? Something that does not distinguish you as one of the males of Israel? Or are you thinking of not appearing before God empty tomorrow? I speak feelingly because as David said, “I have been young and now am old”, Psalm 37: 25. I have some understanding of what natural impulses are. I am not as old as Methushelah, so I still remember what natural impulses are. But are you thinking about the impulses of the Spirit which would rise up in you and maybe change what you were thinking about doing after six thirty pm tonight? We have to be out of here by six thirty pm and what do you have in view? I bring this up feelingly but urgently because the continuance of service Godward rests on the younger brethren. We spoke in the reading about the fact that we do not know when the Lord may come for persons individually. As you look round this room you see persons who are old, and some who are older than that, and, in the ways of God, they may soon be with Christ. Then the burden of the testimony and the privilege of carrying on the service of God will rest on you. 

So it says, “each shall give according to that which is in his power to give”. Now we have power to give Godward because we have the Holy Spirit. You have the Holy Spirit of God and He is in you crying, “Abba, Father”, it may be that you do not have much sense of spiritual liberty, you may not even have much taste for spiritual things, but the Spirit of God is active in you crying, “Abba, Father”, and He is waiting for you to take up that cry yourself as a son of God. It says, “according to the blessing of Jehovah thy God which he hath given thee”. It is what God has given you. He has given you the forgiveness of sins. He has given you justification, He has given you the Holy Spirit that His love may be shed abroad in your heart. He would give you the sense of reconciliation, that is, as in Christ before Him there is no distance between Him and you. You can be like one of those—who went up and saw the God of Israel, who in going up were ennobled spiritually, who “saw God, and ate and drank”, Exodus 24: 11. That is really a figure of reconciliation, but involving eternal life conditions. 

Well I appeal, especially to my beloved younger brethren, because you are so needed in the testimony, you are so essential to the service of God. The whole matter soon, if the Lord does not come for us all, will rest on you. I am sure that if you love Christ in incorruption, it is your desire, however weak it may be, that the holy service of God should not be impaired by coming into your hands but that it should be enriched. David said as to Solomon, “Solomon my son ... is young and tender” (1 Chronicles 22: 5), and many of our younger brethren are like that, but David also said to Solomon as to the wealth he had prepared for the service of God, “thou shalt add to it”, 1 Chronicles 22: 14. I believe the Lord would say to you tonight, You are going to add to it. It is not going to fall to the ground because you will be true to My work in you. 

I referred to the passage in the Psalms in order to show how God assures us. You notice that this is to the Chief Musician, that is Christ as the Minister of the holy places, and it is of the sons of Korah. That is ourselves, recovered persons, and the word is, “Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee”. That is, we come to it that there is no strength in us to carry on the testimony and service of God but our strength is in the Holy Spirit. 

“Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee”. And then “they, in whose heart are the highways”. You notice how quickly the Spirit proceeds from what is individual to what is collective. We must prove His power individually but immediately we find that we are with a company of persons in whose hearts are the highways. All the great highways of the truth are in these persons. They are not just in the Bible, they are not just in the books on our shelves. 

They are in persons, and the spiritual highways are seen in the liberty and spirituality that characterises this company. “Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring”. 

The saints have gone through many valleys in recent years and doubtless some are still going through valleys. I suppose, anyone who is with Christ is frequently in the valley because he feels assembly sorrows. In a certain sense, we might say, that valley is always current, but those who are going through it make it a well-spring. You can see there is a correspondence with that and Numbers 21. The princes, the ennobled persons, dug that well and the company was responsive to it. The word was, “sing unto it”, Numbers 21: 17. It is a striking thing if we think about it carefully that in singing to the Spirit we are really singing to Him as in ourselves because that is where the well is. The well is not in heaven, it is not somewhere else, it is in the saints. So they make the valley a well-spring; they are not overwhelmed by what they are experiencing. 

I did not read it, but in Deuteronomy the worshipper brings his offering and he says, “I have not eaten thereof in my mourning” (Deuteronomy 26: 14). He has not deprived God of what He is entitled to because he is under pressure or in sorrow. And “They go from strength to strength”. Think of going along with persons who are gaining in spiritual strength regardless of family sorrows, household exercises, local assembly issues. Here are persons in whose hearts are the highways and they are going from strength to strength. This can be, beloved brethren, our current experience. There is no moral value in going from strength to weakness or from weakness to weakness. They go from strength to strength—each one will appear before God in Zion”. Notice that, each one will appear before God in Zion. You ask, How can that be? 

God would say, I have committed Myself to that, each one will appear before Me in Zion. 

That is a great thing to get into our souls that “he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Philippians 1: 6. In spite of outward appearances, the work of God is going on and it will be completed according to the divine thought; “he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, the day of display. 

What pleasure God will have in bringing out the product of His work, even though it involved the valleys and all that they suggest. I am sure God will have great pleasure in saying, What have promised has come about, each one is here before Me in Zion. Well now, we come up tomorrow and we have come to Mount Zion; that is, we are in touch with Christ as out of death and “whatever promises of God there are, in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us”, 2 Corinthians 1: 20. That is the great result of our being before God in Zion, “Glory to God by us”. 

I refer to Deuteronomy 26 because it brings out how we appear before God. “And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein”. Notice that, God has given us an inheritance, we have possessed it, and we are dwelling there. We are not living in Egypt or Babylon, not living in the wilderness, we are living in the land that He has given us. We have possessed it and we are dwelling there. It says, “thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground”. Notice, now, it is not creatures, not a lamb or a bullock or two turtledoves. It is something that has been sown. We have sown to ourselves in righteousness, as Jehovah says to Hosea, “Sow to yourselves in righteousness ... break up your fallow ground”, Hosea 10: 12. That is, the process has been going on inwardly and now the first-fruits are appearing; the great subjective result of death working in us. So “thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket”. 

Now I would ask you to learn to think of yourself abstractly as a basket. The man who brings this puts it in a basket. It is what he is abstractly as a result of divine workmanship. We have in Ephesians 2, “For we are his workmanship” (verse 10). Tomorrow as we sit down together, we need to regard ourselves and one another as His workmanship. And so “thou shalt put it in a basket” is in yourself. You are not going to appear empty; you are taking the first-fruits of your spiritual exercise. You have sown to the Spirit and of the Spirit you have reaped eternal life, and you can put that in the basket and you bring it to “the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there”. Think of God having identified places where He has put His name, caused His name to dwell there! He says, “thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days”; you are really coming typically to Christ. He is the only Priest there is, the Lord Jesus Christ, our great High Priest. The language here, of course, had in mind that there would be a succession of priests in Israel because they would die one after another; but our Priest lives in the power of an indissoluble life. And so you come to the Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ, and you put the basket down before Him. I want you to notice what the man says, “I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God”, not my God but thy God. 

Think of bringing what you have acquired through exercise, and bringing it in what represents the work of God apart from other considerations, the basket, and handing it over to the Lord Jesus and saying, “I profess unto Jehovah thy God”. 

If we think of Christ as Man, God is His God. How that should affect us. He is our God too, but Moses is emphasising that you are thinking in the highest spiritual way as you have to do with the priest; you say, “Jehovah thy God”. Then it says, “And the priest shall take the basket out of thy hand, and set it down before the altar of Jehovah thy God”. 

I did not read the rest because it would be inappropriate for us to begin to say to the Lord tomorrow morning what is said here. That is something that you can say tonight, “A perishing Aramaean was my father”. I came of a dying line, that is really what it means, and so you come to that soberly tonight. Then when you come in tomorrow morning your basket is full, your heart is full, and you bring it to Christ and you say, “Jehovah thy God”. It is a wonderful thought to have before us. You might say we are hardly equal to it spiritually, but remember that God is able to make us equal. David said, “in thy hand it is to make all great and strong”, 1 Chronicles 29: 12. God is able to do “far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us”, Ephesians 3: 20. It is not just some historical matter, the power of God at the Red Sea or something like that, it is the current known working of God in us, according to the working of His power in us, and what a wonderful result. You can see really that as you work this passage out typically it directs your mind to the end of Ephesians 3, “to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages” (Ephesians 3: 21). May these things, beloved brethren, fill our hearts and lift us up and stir freshly in us a desire to come up more richly, more freely, more spiritually tomorrow morning than we have ever done before. God will help us in that for He loves to do so. May God bless the word. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
21 August 1999 

 


Scripture references

Deuteronomy 16:16-17 (JND) [16] Three times in the year shall all thy males appear before Jehovah thy God in the place which he will choose, at the feast of unleavened bread, and at the feast of weeks, and at the feast of tabernacles; and they shall not appear before Jehovah empty: [17] each [shall give] according to that which is in his power to give, according to the blessing of Jehovah thy God which he hath given thee.

Deuteronomy 26:1-4 (JND) [1] And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein, [2] that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there; [3] and thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God, that I am come unto the land that Jehovah swore unto our fathers to give us. [4] And the priest shall take the basket out of thy hand, and set it down before the altar of Jehovah thy God.

Psalms 84:5-7 (JND) [5] Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, they, in whose heart are the highways. [6] Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring; yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings. [7] They go from strength to strength: [each one] will appear before God in Zion.

Philippians 3:1 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe.

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.

Colossians 1:29 (JND) [29] Whereunto also I toil, combating according to his working, which works in me in power.

1 Corinthians 5:8 (JND) [8] so that let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened [bread] of sincerity and truth.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:67 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away?

Jeremiah 17:9 (JND) [9] The heart is deceitful above all things, and incurable; who can know it?

2 Kings 10:15 (JND) [15] And he departed thence, and found Jehonadab the son of Rechab [coming] to meet him; and he greeted him, and said to him, Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? And Jehonadab said, It is. If it be, give [me] thy hand. And he gave [him] his hand; and [Jehu] took him up to him into the chariot,

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

Psalms 37:25 (JND) [25] I have been young, and now am old, and I have not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed seeking bread:

Exodus 24:11 (JND) [11] And on the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: they saw God, and ate and drank.

1 Chronicles 22:5 (JND) [5] For David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to be built for Jehovah must be exceeding great in fame and in beauty in all lands: I will therefore make preparation for it. And David prepared abundantly before his death.

1 Chronicles 22:14 (JND) [14] And behold, in my affliction I have prepared for the house of Jehovah a hundred thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and iron without weight, for it is in abundance; and timber and stone have I prepared; and thou shalt add to it.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Numbers 21:17 (JND) [17] Then Israel sang this song, Rise up, well! sing unto it:

Deuteronomy 26:14 (JND) [14] I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, neither have I brought away thereof in uncleanness, nor given thereof for a dead person; I have hearkened to the voice of Jehovah my God; I have done according to all that thou hast commanded me.

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

2 Corinthians 1:20 (JND) [20] For whatever promises of God [there are], in him is the yea, and in him the amen, for glory to God by us.

Deuteronomy 26 (JND) [1] And it shall be when thou comest into the land that Jehovah thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein, [2] that thou shalt take of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which thou shalt bring of thy land which Jehovah thy God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place that Jehovah thy God will choose to cause his name to dwell there; [3] and thou shalt come unto the priest that shall be in those days, and say unto him, I profess this day unto Jehovah thy God, that I am come unto the land that Jehovah swore unto our fathers to give us. …

Hosea 10:12 (JND) [12] Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap according to mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek Jehovah, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

1 Chronicles 29:12 (JND) [12] and riches and glory are of thee, and thou rulest over everything; and in thy hand is power and might; and in thy hand it is to make all great and strong.

Ephesians 3:20 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us,

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).



THE LORD’S COMMANDMENTS

KEPT IN AFFECTION FOR HIM 

D. M. Welch 

1 Corinthians 14: 37; John 14: 21; 20: 10–13 

It is striking that in this first verse in 1 Corinthians the apostle would lay on those who would receive this letter that his writings had authority. Perhaps that was a problem in Corinth, as a reference is made earlier to “gods many, and lords many”, 1 Corinthians 8: 5. The epistle opens with a household concerned as to the state in Corinth; I would say the house of Chloe was concerned because of a lack of subjection among the company. There were divisions within the company, some saying this thing and another saying that, some identifying themselves with one particular man or another. One of the things that concerned the house of Chloe was a lack of unity in the company. In chapter 4 of Ephesians, “the unity of the Spirit” 

and “the unity of the faith” are closely linked, indicating that one thing God insists on is unity. God desires unity. The Lord prayed that His disciples would be one, and it is brought down to our day; that we may be one, even as He and the Father are one. Christianity takes its lead in every way from God. The Godhead is in oneness although the Persons have been revealed as distinct, yet we can never think of Them as separate from one another. So I wonder if the letter that the apostle writes, perhaps both letters for that matter, to which he attaches the word ‘commandment’, would not be intended to lead the saints into unity. 

Unity in the things of God is brought out early in the Scriptures. In the pattern of the tabernacle in Exodus the curtains and the boards as set together indicate unity. The curtains were linked together with loops of blue, fifty loops of blue, and clasps of gold, as if God would indicate in the wonderful teaching in the Old 

Testament what His mind and thoughts were with regard to Christianity. Unity in the assembly is so very precious to Christ, and next to His heart; it is precious in its unity. The boards and curtains enclosed all the wonderful things that were within; the ark, the lampstand, the table, and so on, and represent the fellowship as the means for concealing, protecting and preserving divine things. We surround One who is precious to us, and we are precious to Him as we are together in the unity of all those wonderful things that belong to Him. He would nourish and cherish and build us up in the unity of the Spirit and the unity of the faith. Then the boards were all of the same size and material, representing the saints as divinely constituted. Each board was held up by two silver bases, typifying how the saints lay hold of the redemptive work of Christ. Higher up the boards were connected by the five bars, suggesting the means of binding the saints together, so that they can stand up, and yet as being linked together. The five bars would show how we are held together in responsibility, although outwardly in human weakness. The curtains linked together with loops of blue, present the heavenly company, with clasps of gold confirming the divine design in having our links together in the divine nature. I thought of this as maybe helping us see in the detail of the tabernacle, which is a pattern, that God’s great desire is that there would be unity among His people. It is not a carnal unity, because those in Corinth had to be referred to as carnal, but a spiritual unity, each one recognising what the other has, what the Lord has given, and each one recognising that the Spirit is working in each to bring about unity in the local company; of course what goes on in the local company has its general bearing. 

John’s gospel, which we have been taught supports everything of Paul, brings out the kind of persons needed for unity, and the epistle to Corinth would recall those saints to the need for subject persons in the assembly. In John 14, speaking again of the commandments, the 

Lord said, “He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me”. So keeping His commandments comes from affection to Christ. We could say that the saints in Corinth perhaps had lost touch in the heart and were splitting up among themselves, making much of men and identifying themselves with different men. What was needed in Corinth is needed in our day, that is a subject mind and a subject spirit based on our affection for Christ. 

It results in unity. There is a wonderful answer to keeping His commandments given in the same verse, “He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him”. 

In John 20 I do not know that we could say the disciples were in the good of the affectionate side of things like Mary was, it says in verse 10, “The disciples therefore went away again to their own home. But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without”. Mary is a wonderful example of one who is subject, for she refers in her conversation with the angels to my Lord. She has His commandments, whatever light it was, but it was affection that led her to remain at the tomb. And she uses the expression “my Lord”. John brings out the kind of persons who would make up the local company, so that the local company can go on in unity. A following verse in John 14 refers to “my word” (John 14: 23), but commandments are noted first, not as being kept in a legal way, but in an affectionate way. In Hebrews the Lord Himself says, “Lo, I come ... to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. He came here into manhood, but it was in the way of love, so that the commandment would speak of the will of God and of being subject in affection to it. Mary gets a message from the Lord, not only a manifestation, as the Lord declares in this verse that we read in John 14, “I will ... manifest myself to him”. He manifested Himself to Mary because she was subject in the way of love toward Him. But then she gets a word. He says, Go to My brethren and tell them something; so 

that there is expansion, and the company gets the good of that and is unified by it. The commandment is received by one who is set for the will of God, the Lord setting that on perfectly; but I think we can see that too in Mary as she was set for Him, and she gets the word. Consequently the wisdom of God and the mind of God are expressed to the company as she takes the word to the disciples. It is a wonderful contemplation to see how these things are brought through right down to our day, even with just a few available. Yet the same things abide; John’s line of things especially, which will carry through Paul’s line. John gives us the kind of persons, disciples, persons who put the Lord first and keep His commandments because of love for Him, bringing stability, unity and expansion in the company. May the Lord bless the word. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Denton, Texas
5 April 1995 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

John 14:21 (JND) [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him.

John 20:10-13 (JND) [10] The disciples therefore went away again to their own home. [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.

1 Corinthians 8:5 (JND) [5] For and if indeed there are [those] called gods, whether in heaven or on earth, (as there are gods many, and lords many,)

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 14:23 (JND) [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …



EXTRACT

In the assembly everything works from the top, and for this very reason the things at the bottom—if we may so speak of the responsible life—must be in moral keeping with what is at the top. How could there be moral disparity in a system which on every plane is of God? 

Thus the moral line and the purpose line are ever in harmony, and the more we look into Scripture the more we see the wisdom of God in maintaining both. Our great weakness really lies on the moral side. G.V.W. in 1855 said that brethren had received and enjoyed the truth of the assembly, but that they were not in spiritual power in the kingdom, and that this was the secret of all the feebleness and failure. A very striking testimony from a man of God! 

C. A. Coates (‘Letters’, p.70) 
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