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“SONS OF LIGHT AND SONS OF DAY”


1 Thessalonians 5:1-5;  Malachi 4:2;  Revelation 22:16,17

 

The brethren to whom Paul wrote in Thessalonica, perhaps more than any other company of Christians, were conscious of the state of darkness that surrounded them.  Paul had been there and had seen for himself that they were suffering.  He writes to them that they should have endurance and faith in all their persecutions and tribulations (2 Thess.1:4).  They were acutely aware of the circumstances around them, and at the present time, anyone with proper sensibilities, any lover of the Lord Jesus, would feel keenly the state of things around us.  That is manifest at work, and when we go to school, and in almost every interaction we have with the world.  The character of things has taken a swift turn.  We spoke about ‘mystery’ in the reading and in Thessalonians we have “the mystery of lawlessness”, 2 Thess.2:7.  That is what is so prevalent in the world.

I do not wish to speak about darkness, and we can take comfort that God has a restraining hand upon things.  It may not be obvious, but we know that there is “he who restrains” and “that which restrains” (2 Thess.2:6,7).  We spoke earlier of wisdom in Proverbs, and in Proverbs 8, where wisdom is personified, it says, “when he imposed on the sea his decree that the waters should not pass his commandment” (v.29).  We can take comfort in the fact that nothing will go beyond God’s commandment, whatever the outward state of things may be.  

Paul writes to encourage the hearts of the believers in Thessalonica.  He says to them, “ye are sons of light and sons of day”.  I just have a simple thought that as believers, we are amongst many – more than we know – who have the light of another world and the light of another day.  It is precious to hold on to that in the current state of things.  It would settle us in relation to the current state of the world, and establish us in relation to what lies beyond it.  Following up those two thoughts as to another world and another day, I wish to speak of the Lord Jesus as presented in these scriptures.  He is spoken of in Malachi as the “Sun of righteousness”, the centre of another world.  In a time to come, He will be seen here.  This scripture is a prophecy in relation to the coming day when the Lord’s kingdom will be established on earth.  It says, “... shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings”.  That is when He will establish the kingdom and all the glory and the warmth and the glow of that blessed One will arise.  It will come up as the morning sun does on a new day, and it will shed its light on this poor scene.  The ‘sun’ suggests what dominates.  Whatever is true of the sun is true of the scene on which it sheds its light.  Just as with the sun, as Christ arises the darkness will be dispelled.  There is that which will dominate.  What is hidden now and is inconspicuous will not be so then. 

The waiting time is spoken of in the scriptures: in the gospels, we have lamps and torches spoken of.  All that is in view of a testimony in darkness.  But there will be no need for them when the “Sun of righteousness” arises and all the sunshine of what is true of God will be brought to bear upon this scene.  Israel waits for it, the faithful remnant will look for it.  What a moment it will be.  It says He will “arise with healing in his wings”.  I have been thinking about healing recently.  When the Lord comes to reign, He will deal with sin and put it down in power, and in His wonderful grace He will deal with the effects of it.  It is a very precious thing to think of that: He will deal with the effects of sin.  Sin has left men hardened and bitter and cold and indifferent. The “Sun of righteousness” will arise and He will bring healing, healing for those who felt the burden and bondage and power of sin.  That is a wonderful thing; it marked His service when He was here on earth.

We have been reading Luke’s gospel at home.  The gospels present things in different ways.  In John’s gospel, we read about the greatness of the One who was coming from God and going to God.  Luke’s gospel seems to suggest that His pathway was shaped by the needs He met.  Think of the grace that was seen in the blessed pathway and service of the Lord Jesus: He healed, He had power to heal, to heal the sorrowful effects of sin.  He was here once, and He was rejected.  What He did then in those wonderful acts of divine compassion was a witness of what will be established in power in a coming day.  It was like a light shining to show what will happen in a coming day, what will be brought to bear on the whole scene.  There He was, wending His way amongst the needs and suffering of men.  It is a wonderful contemplation for us.  

My impression is that although the “Sun of righteousness” has not yet risen on the earth, He is there in heaven and He fills a scene for God at the present time.  He is the Sun and the centre of God’s world.  Everything in God’s world is held in relation to Him, everything is set in wonderful order there.  You might say He fills that place as Head and centre of God’s world.  It is a peculiar glory of Christ.  We are told of many glories of His.  We sang of His person and His glories (Hymn 259).  He fills the place as centre of God’s world, and of course He is great enough to fill it: that brings His personal glories before us.  And He is worthy to fill that place: that is His moral glory.  There He is at the centre of God’s world.  My impression is that God would have everything held in relation to Him.  All this is hidden from the world at the present moment, but there is a scene of glory now, and in a coming day all that will be brought to bear on the earth.  He is there in that place, as it were below the horizon, filling the scene for God.  What I seek to convey is some apprehension of it, so that we might have some knowledge and experience of forming part of that world.  

It is a moral thought: God’s world is a moral idea presently.  God’s world has moral foundations and His kingdom in a coming day will have moral foundations.  The kingdoms of the world will be done away.  What is already being seen is that there is no moral foundation to man’s world.  It crumbles at the slightest test.  What God will establish then will be placed on moral foundations.  But at the present time God is seeking to bring us into the orbit of His world.  He desires to set us in relation to the One who is the Sun of righteousness, and who will arise in that day.  God begins by drawing our hearts to Him.  I was thinking of the scripture that speaks of “the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ”, 2 Cor.4:4.  That is the gospel in its fulness.  God is, through the apostle, speaking of the glad tidings, the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ.  That conveys something of what I have in mind, ‘the Christ’.  That speaks of the place that He has at the centre of God’s world:

Thou art, O Lord, the centre

 Of that vast world of bliss.      (Hymn 259).

He fills out that place and He is great enough to do it.  We think of the sun, of its light and warmth, and also its rule.  All these features emanate from Him, and God has His world set in relation to Christ.  God brings before us the “radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory” of that One, and as we lay hold of it in faith, He sets us in our place in relation to Christ.  We come into the enjoyment of all that God is, for Christ is the image of God.  Think of what emanates from Christ as He holds that place in the centre.  All that is known of God can be seen there, because it is centred in Christ, “the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ”.  The passage goes on to say, “who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (v.6).  There is a whole system for God that takes its character from that blessed One, and it shines forth from those who are in their right orbit.  My impression is that God sets everything in relation to Christ, such is the greatness of the One that fills that office.  “We have this treasure in earthen vessels” (2 Cor.4:7): we are not yet in glorified conditions.  We will be, but “what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him”, 1 John 3:2.  We will take off our earthly tabernacle (2 Pet.1:14) and put on our bodies of glory (Phil.3:21).  

But at this time, that treasure is in earthen vessels, in circumstances of suffering and hardship that the apostle speaks of.  But there is a treasure, the light and hope of that world in which God desires us to have our part, and to be set in relation to it and to Him.  That is the way we enjoy the things of God: we enjoy all that is true of God as we are held in relation to God’s centre.  It is like the law of gravity.  Just as the physical universe works on that basis, so God draws us.  He has shone in our hearts and lays claim to them and sets us in relation to Christ.  

As earthen vessels here, we are exhorted as to certain things.  I was thinking of that word in Jude, “keep yourselves in the love of God” (v.21).  That is like maintaining your orbit, your relation to Christ.  The love of God shines out in Him, all that is known of God, the love and light, are seen in Him.  You think of what emanates from Christ, what is centred in Him.  Jude says, “keep yourselves in the love of God”.  You say, ‘well, there is my pathway here’.  I do not think your pathway should affect the orbit, your relation to Christ.  Rather, your orbit, what you gravitate towards, should shape your pathway.  Abide in the love of God, keep yourself in it.  If you maintain that position, you will be maintained in the enjoyment of God’s world.  

Paul was seeking to encourage the Thessalonians in this – “for all ye are sons of light … we are not of night nor of darkness”.  Dear brethren, we are not of darkness.  Darkness is around us and it becomes almost overwhelming sometimes.  At school, even our teachers might be teaching us what we know to be wrong.  Or at work, pressure might be applied to us to do things that we know are wrong.  It is the deepening darkness, but Paul says “all ye are sons of light … we are not of night nor of darkness”.  I believe we can prove this as we are kept fixed in relation to Christ.

I would like to say something about the “morning star” in Revelation 22.  The “morning star” is not the same thought as the “Sun of righteousness”.  It does not dominate: in fact, not everybody sees it.  It is the Lord Jesus presented in a different way.  He presents Himself in this passage and it is a peculiar appeal to the affections of His own, “the bright and morning star”.  I think it is a view we have of Christ in the night.  The morning star is the promise of a coming day.  That day is peculiarly treasured in the assembly, by His faithful wife who is here and holds His rights, keeping His interests before her.  He presents Himself as “the bright and morning star”.  It suggests the power of attraction that the Lord has to hold the affections of His own in relation to Himself.  Think of the long period of time during which the “morning star” has held that position in relation to the saints amidst the darkness – the persecution in the history of the church, the darkness of the corrupted church, the darkness of the indifference of the church and the darkness of apostasy.  The “morning star” has held its station, as it were, and has ever been the hope of a coming day to appeal to the affections of His own.  It is a wonderful thing to think of.  

The saints of the assembly have a particular appreciation of that day when the Lord will come.  It is held in the hearts.  Balaam says, “There cometh a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel”, Num.24:17.  It suggests something that is held in the affections, “a Star out of Jacob”.  It is what is held in the affections of Christ’s own, and it comes forth: not exactly from heaven, but it comes forth as He is held in the affections of His own here.  The Lord’s words in this passage begin with “I Jesus”.  He knows what that name means to His own.  The Lord is presented in the Revelation as many things: the “Alpha and the Omega” (chap.1:8); the “Lord of lords and King of kings” (chap.17:14); “the faithful witness” (chap.1:5).  He knows that His loved ones appreciate Him as He is spoken of in these ways, but here He uses that name of His by which we have come to love Him: “I Jesus”.  How much that name unfolds to the opened ear.  It is the name by which we have all come to know Him as He has met us in our need and has had to do with us: “I Jesus”.  You think of the wonderful drawing power He has on the affections; what a thrill that name brings to the hearts of His own.  It is the name by which we have come to know Him and He appeals to the affections.  It is the name calculated to draw out our affections.  I am sure we all can speak of some appreciation of Jesus.  It speaks to us of that wonderful love which has given all for us, and has drawn alongside us in all our need and had to do with us.  “I Jesus” recalls us to that.  What a precious thing it is that the Lord Himself recalls us in our affections in such a way.  

The Lord then says, “I am the root and offspring of David”.  You think of the greatness of the One from whom David received all his kingly glory: that is the “root” of David.  And He is the “offspring” as Man, who inherited all the glory of David; He is the “offspring”.  But then He adds, “the bright and morning star”.  There He is, holding His station in the night sky as it were, and He has always been the promise of that coming day.  It would thrill the hearts of all those that love Him to know that He is coming; He gives that promise, “Yea, I come quickly” (v.20).  

I had two thoughts as to the morning star in relation to the coming day.  Firstly, I think it is referring to the time when Christ’s rights will be established on earth.  I do not think it is referring to when He will come for His own.  His coming to take up His rights is the peculiar joy of His faithful bride, His faithful wife, who feels the fact that His rights are trampled upon in the present time.  It is a thrill to the heart of His faithful bride to know that Christ will have His day.  We hold that day in our hearts, when His rights will be established on earth, and they will be established in power.  Of course it will be for the blessing of all; how we rejoice in that.  That would settle us, as those that have tender feelings in regard to all that is due to Him and who feel the way His rights have been so trampled upon, and His inheritance marred by the hand of ungrateful man (see Hymn 150).  He will come in and inherit it all and it will be for the blessing of all, and His rights will be maintained.

Secondly, God Himself will bring about that scene in which all Christ’s rights will be established universally.  We are not called upon to do that ourselves, but we can be settled in our minds as to the certainty of it.  As sure as day follows night, it will take place.  However, there is that which we are called upon to do: to carry as precious, in the circumstances in which we are found, what is rightfully due to Christ, and to care for His interests here, whatever they may be.  His interests might be in relation to the believer’s household, and most importantly in our local meetings.  These responsibilities may be worked out in smallness, but how wonderful that even in small numbers and outward weakness there are believers seeking to fill out their responsibility in relation to what is precious to Christ.  That is to be done in the light of that day when His rights will be acknowledged universally.

These are wonderful things for us to lay hold of; let us open ourselves to them.  When we hear about the rights of the Lord Jesus and what is due to Him, we may think they are legal things.  I remember thinking like that myself.  We can be thankful for the places where the Lord has set us, where there are those who desire to maintain what is due to Christ.  They may have spoken a faithful word to us, and we did not receive it as we should have, but when you look back, you realise it was done out of affection for Christ and what is due to Him.  As you get older you can look back on things; do not kick against a faithful word.  See what the motive is – it is done out of affection for Christ.  Affection for Him is the great spring of all things that are held for Him: how important it is to keep our affections right.  

That day that is about to dawn will be a day of display.  In the reading, we spoke of what was hidden.  That day will be the advent of a most glorious scene of display which this world has no present inkling of.  The world has no idea of what is just about to dawn upon it when He comes to reign.  When He comes, it will be “to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed”, 2 Thess.1:10.  The saints will be with Him.  At the present time the saints are being formed to be a vessel of display.  Philippians speaks of “having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day” (chap.1:6).  “Day” is used in different senses in scripture.  We have “the day of the Lord”, 1 Thess.5:2.  I think that is in relation to when He will take up everything for God and establish His rights here, as we have been speaking about.  “Jesus Christ’s day” seems to suggest the character of the day: it is Jesus Christ’s day.  Everything then will be brought out in glorious display and will speak of Him; it will take its character from Christ.  Those who are found here in faithfulness to Him, in circumstances of smallness and weakness and reproach, will share in His glory then.  He will have His saints with Him, and He will be wondered at.  At the moment, our “life is hid with the Christ in God”, Col.3:3.  For the moment it is hid, inconspicuous, but as the apostle then says, “When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory” (v.4).

Think of the greatness of all that will be seen then.  The work that God has brought about, little by little, will be displayed; it will be seen that He was bringing about that which He will use for glory in that day.  Revelation is a very moral book: things are seen in the Revelation in their true value before God.  Imagery is used: you have the fine linen which is the righteousnesses of the saints (chap.19:8), and the golden bowls which are the prayers of the saints (chap.5:8): things are seen in their true moral character before God.  Then the writer saw “the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God” (chap.21:10).  That is the culmination of God’s ways on earth, when the holy city will come down, taking as it were a mediatorial position in which she will bring out the glory of God.  That is all being worked out now.  We have little appreciation of it, but we can be sure of what is being worked out in secret in one and another, believers in different places, perhaps alone in nursing homes: there is a work going on and God is going to gather it all up.  He will bring it out in display in that day, and the light of it is available now.  How it should settle us in relation to all that is around and establish us firmly in our affections.  That will keep us: it is a preservative; I am sure it is.  

May we all have a sense of what God is doing, some appreciation of it.  For the Lord’s name’s sake.

 

Address in Brechin

14 September 2024

Robert Webster

 

 

 


Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 (JND) [1] But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that ye should be written to, [2] for ye know perfectly well yourselves, that the day of [the] Lord so comes as a thief by night. [3] When they may say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction comes upon them, as travail upon her that is with child; and they shall in no wise escape. [4] But *ye*, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you as a thief: [5] for all *ye* are sons of light and sons of day; we are not of night nor of darkness.

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

2 Thessalonians 1:4 (JND) [4] so that we ourselves make our boast in you in the assemblies of God for your endurance and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations, which ye are sustaining;

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (JND) [7] For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only [there is] he who restrains now until he be gone,

2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 (JND) [6] And now ye know that which restrains, that he should be revealed in his own time. [7] For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only [there is] he who restrains now until he be gone,

2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 (JND) [6] And now ye know that which restrains, that he should be revealed in his own time. [7] For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only [there is] he who restrains now until he be gone,

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

2 Corinthians 4:4 (JND) [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them].

2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

2 Peter 1:14 (JND) [14] knowing that the putting off of my tabernacle is speedily [to take place], as also our Lord Jesus Christ has manifested to me;

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

Numbers 24:17 (JND) [17] I shall see him, but not now; I shall behold him, but not nigh: There cometh a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and he shall cut in pieces the corners of Moab, and destroy all the sons of tumult.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.

1 Thessalonians 5:2 (JND) [2] for ye know perfectly well yourselves, that the day of [the] Lord so comes as a thief by night.

Colossians 3:3 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.



A FRESH VIEW OF JESUS


Luke 19:1-10;  Hebrews 12:2; 2:8 from “But now we”-10

In the preaching of the glad tidings tonight, dear friends, I would like to ask the question of each of us whether we have had a view of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This morning, the hymn we began with included the lines:

‘See Thy stoop to Bethlehem’s manger,

  Hear Thee still the raging wave,

Learn Thy love in all its fulness

  At the cross and in the grave.’   (Hymn 77)

These four lines tell us much of the story of the Lord Jesus.  I trust we might have a view of Him, to see His ‘stoop to Bethlehem’s manger’.  The Lord of glory, the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Himself has come into this world.  When He came in, it was said of Him, “and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matt.1:21.  None other could do that.  The Lord Jesus, that blessed Man, was able to save those who believe on Him because of who He is in His Person: He is “over all, God blessed forever”, Rom.9:5.  The Lord Jesus came into this scene from the heights of glory.  Another hymn says,      

‘O Lord of glory, who couldst leave

 The height supreme in death to lie’.

                          (Hymn 68)

He came in to fulfil the will of God in all its fulness, and to make known the love of God to His people here – and not only to His own people, the Jews, but to everyone.  Simeon could say, “Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation … a light for revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel”, Luke 2:29-32.  

The One who came in as a babe in Bethlehem’s manger, came in for us.  I trust each one of us may have a fresh view of the Lord Jesus.  If you have not yet had a view of Him, may you have a view of Him tonight.  There is no-one else that we have to speak of in the glad tidings: Scripture tells us that “neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”, Acts 4:12.  That is the One we speak of in the glad tidings.  

Hymn 77 goes on to say, ‘Hear Thee still the raging wave’.  How could the Lord Jesus do that?  Think of how terrifying it was for the disciples at that time, and then it says of the Lord Jesus that He “rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, Silence; be mute”, Mark 4:39.  The disciples say: “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” (v.41).  Yet that One, the Lord Jesus Christ, so great, came into this world to lay down His life.  We sang of that: ‘At the cross and in the grave’.  Think of the greatness and the perfection of that One who was here in this scene.

In the passage in Luke’s gospel we read about a man, Zacchæus, who wanted to see Jesus.  He was a small man, evidently, and it says that he ran on ahead and he climbed into a sycamore tree that he might see Jesus.  The Lord Jesus looked up and saw him, and asked to stay in his house.  The people murmured at it; they said, “He has turned in to lodge with a sinful man”.  I suppose in one sense they were right.  He was a sinful man, but that is the case with each one of us.  Everyone falls into that category as being away from God.  We read elsewhere, “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Rom.3:23.  Each one of us falls into that category.  Only the Lord Jesus was without sin.  The Scripture says of Him: “who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth”, 1 Pet.2:22.  What perfection was seen in the pathway of the Lord Jesus.  The Lord says, “Zacchæus, make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house.  And he made haste and came down, and received him with joy”.  Have you received the Lord Jesus for yourself?  Do you know what it is to acknowledge your sinful state before a righteous and holy God?  Have you had a view of the One who is able to take away your sins, a view of the Lord Jesus Himself?

It says he “received him with joy”.  What great joy it is!  I can say that for myself as coming to know the Lord Jesus: what it is to have the burden of your sins rolled away.  As we come to understand the burden of our sins, we feel it pressing down on us.  Yet as we repent of these sins and come to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, to ask Him to save us from our sins, the whole burden of our sins is rolled away.  How wonderful that is!  It says he “received him with joy”.  I trust that is the case with each one here – that we know for ourselves what it is to receive the Lord Jesus into our hearts, and to appreciate the greatness of the way He has gone.  

I was affected by that hymn that we sang this morning, speaking of ‘At the cross and in the grave’.  That pathway of the Lord Jesus led Him to the cross and into the grave.  Why did He go that way?  He said that He could call on the Father and He would “furnish me more than twelve legions of angels”, Matt.26:53.  What power was inherent in that One!  When they came to take Him in the garden, and He asked them, “Whom seek ye?”, He could say, “I am he”.  The scripture says, “they went away backward and fell to the ground”, John 18:5,6.  What power was in Him, the Creator of the world, the inherent power and holiness of that One!  Yet He went to the cross and the grave in order that we might come into blessing.  

Another hymn says, ‘He died that we might live!’ (Hymn 286).  Scripture would support that (see John 10:10,11).  On the mountain of transfiguration, where He was transfigured before three of the disciples, the voice out of heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him”, Matt.17:5.  The Father had not found delight in other men as He did in Christ.  Every one had fallen short in some way, even the great men whom we read of in the Bible, but in the Lord Jesus God found His delight.  At the very beginning of the Lord’s public service, at the time of His coming up from the waters of baptism, the voice out of heaven said, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Mark 1:11.  The acclamation of heaven could not be held back.  Those thirty years of His life were very largely out of the sight of men, but think of heaven’s estimation of that life!

John the baptist could say, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”, John 1:29.  Then he says again, “Behold the Lamb of God” (v.36).  The spotless Lamb of God – none other could come in to take away the sin of the world.  He was able to do that because of His own holiness and righteousness.  Think of Him going to the cross.  We sang ‘at the cross and in the grave’: think of the cross!  The passage that we read in Hebrews 12 says – and this was quoted in thanksgiving this morning and I was affected by it – “looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”.  The Lord Jesus has been exalted, but before that, men lifted Him up on the cross.  We remember that the Lord Jesus said, “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”, John 12:32.  Think of the drawing power of the Lord Jesus.  Have you been drawn to Him?  I trust that each one of us has been drawn to Him.  

Another scripture says, “I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love”, Hos.11:4.  Each of us can know the greatness of the love of the Lord Jesus for us; we can know it individually tonight.  It says here, “in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross”.  What joy was lying before Him!  The Lord Jesus had spoken of a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, “and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it”, Matt.13:46.  That would remind us of the Lord’s joy in His assembly.  The Lord Jesus laid down His life so that there would be an eternal answer for His heart’s affections in the assembly – that which is formed out of His death and is suited to Him in every way.  

He “endured the cross”.  The hymn says:

‘His love to the utmost was tried,

 But firmly endured as a rock’  (Hymn 103) 

How great the sufferings that the Lord Jesus went through on the cross, those three hours of darkness, hidden from the sight of men.  You think of what was endured there, the sufferings of the Lord Jesus under the judgment of a righteous and holy God: He was forsaken; our minds can hardly take it in.  He said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matt.27:46.  The whole matter of sin and of sins was laid upon Him at that time.  And then He could say, “It is finished”, John 19:30.  The whole matter was settled once and for all.  Scripture tells us that He “has entered in once for all … having found an eternal redemption”, Heb.9:12.  He did this in order that we might come into blessing.  

The Lord Jesus went into death.  We have spoken of it this afternoon.  The side of the Lord Jesus was pierced “with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water”, John 19:34.  His blood was shed: “without blood-shedding there is no remission”, Heb.9:22.  Think of the shedding of the blood of the Lord Jesus!  How many animals had been slain in the Old Testament days, but now there is one sacrifice that is able to cover every sin.  The Lord Jesus was able for the whole work of putting away sin, and He laid down His life.  He could say, “I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again”, John 10:18.  How wonderful that He has taken His life again – He has come out of death.  We are not speaking of One who is in death, but of One that we know is out of death.  I trust that each of us has a fresh view of the Lord Jesus, the One spoken of in our passage in Hebrews 2 as “crowned with glory and honour”.  

We are reminded of Stephen, in his great gospel preaching to the Jews who rejected it.  It says, “having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God”, Acts 7:55,56.  He saw that One crowned with glory and honour.  I would just touch on this scripture in Hebrews 2, to help us to get a fresh view of the Lord Jesus.  It says, “But now we see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus, who was made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour”.  

One of the hymns says,

‘Received in glory bright up there,

The Father’s greetings, honours rare,

Are heaped upon His Son’s blest brow;

 He is the mighty Victor now.’   (Hymn 350) 

The Lord Jesus is crowned with glory and honour.  

I would commend the word to each of us.  Turn to the Lord Jesus in your need: if you have not known Him as Saviour yet, acknowledge before Him where you are in your sins and come to know Him as your own Saviour, and come under the shelter of His precious blood.  You will find all these blessings to enjoy.  It says here, “in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings”.  “Many sons to glory”: how much there is to be gone in for.  How blessed to be among the “many sons” of God.  Then too the power of the blessed Holy Spirit is available to us.  The Lord Jesus said, “And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter”, John 14:16.  There are blessings available to each one of us; the Spirit would help us to go in for them and to know the reality of them.  We spoke of that in the reading this afternoon.  Our blessings are not superficial, and the Lord wants us to know the reality of them.  That can only be by the power of the Holy Spirit indwelling believers.  By Him we have the enjoyment of these things.

I trust that it will be the case with each of us.  May we have a fresh view of the Lord Jesus, a view like never before, to see Him “crowned with glory and honour” now.  

May we be encouraged by these few words, for His name’s sake.

 

Preaching of the word of God, Grangemouth

14 July 2024

 

Malcolm Buchan

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

Luke 19:1-10 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. [4] And running on before, he got up into a sycamore that he might see him, for he was going to pass that [way]. [5] And when he came up to the place, Jesus looked up and saw him, and said to him, Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house. [6] And he made haste and came down, and received him with joy. [7] And all murmured when they saw [it], saying, He has turned in to lodge with a sinful man. [8] But Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I return [him] fourfold. [9] And Jesus said to him, To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham; [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

Luke 19:1-10 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. [4] And running on before, he got up into a sycamore that he might see him, for he was going to pass that [way]. [5] And when he came up to the place, Jesus looked up and saw him, and said to him, Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house. [6] And he made haste and came down, and received him with joy. [7] And all murmured when they saw [it], saying, He has turned in to lodge with a sinful man. [8] But Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I return [him] fourfold. [9] And Jesus said to him, To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham; [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 2:8 (JND) [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*,

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Luke 2:29-32 (JND) [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Mark 4:39 (JND) [39] And awaking up he rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, Silence; be mute. And the wind fell, and there was a great calm.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

Matthew 26:53 (JND) [53] Or thinkest thou that I cannot now call upon my Father, and he will furnish me more than twelve legions of angels?

John 18:5-6 (JND) [5] They answered him, Jesus the Nazaraean. Jesus says to them, I am [he]. And Judas also, who delivered him up, stood with them. [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground.

John 10:10-11 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep:

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Mark 1:11 (JND) [11] And there came a voice out of the heavens: *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

John 12:32 (JND) [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Matthew 13:46 (JND) [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Hebrews 9:12 (JND) [12] nor by blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, has entered in once for all into the [holy of] holies, having found an eternal redemption.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Hebrews 9:22 (JND) [22] and almost all things are purified with blood according to the law, and without blood-shedding there is no remission.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Acts 7:55-56 (JND) [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,



PERSONS THAT GOD LOVED


Malachi 1:2;  Daniel 9:20-23;  John 16:26,27

 

I was thinking of these scriptures, which refer to persons that God loved.  We have been reminded of Jacob recently, and the personal link that he had with God in faith.  Here in Malachi, God says, “I loved Jacob”.  I was thinking about what was lovable in Jacob.  There is God’s sovereign love, which relates to what He is in Himself, and to His sovereign purpose, but there is also what He finds lovable in persons that He can take account of.

We might say there was much about Jacob that was not loveable, but there was something that drew out divine affection from an early age.  We know from Hebrews that he dwelt in tents with Abraham and Isaac (chap.11:9).  It does not mention Esau there.  Esau was attracted to the world, the world that has rejected Christ.  But Jacob was at home with his father and his grandfather.  That was when he was in his teenage years: he was fifteen years of age, I think, when Abraham died.  Abraham was marked by heavenly characteristics (see Heb.11:9-13); he did not belong here, and Jacob took on something of that character.  He was attracted to what was heavenly.  God appreciated that.   

Jacob valued what had come down to him, the inheritance and the birthright.  The way he went about securing it was not commendable (see Gen.25:30-34) but God still valued his interest in and desires for what He had given Abraham and what therefore belonged to him.  What God had given was on the line of faith.  In Genesis 28, it says that Jacob obeyed his father and mother and he took that journey to Padan-Aram (vv.7,10).  God appreciated that: another feature that God loves is obedience.  That certainly marked Abraham, and Jacob had taken it on.  That is seen supremely in the Lord Jesus, who was “obedient even unto death”, Phil.2:8.  Jacob had taken on that feature.  These features in him drew out divine love.  God had worked in a sovereign way in him, of course, but then Jacob responded to the work of God in him.  He valued what belonged to God’s house and he also took on the service of shepherding.  There are many positive things about Jacob that God appreciated, and we can learn much from him.  He showed shepherd care for the young, and he desired the blessing of the young.   He loved Joseph, who is a distinctive type of Christ.  What a change the incoming of Joseph, and Jacob’s love for him, brought about in Jacob’s life.  

I thought too of Daniel.  Three times it says of him that he was “greatly beloved” (see Dan.9:23; 10:11,19).  We often think of John in connection with Daniel, as the disciple that Jesus loved.  John enjoyed the Lord’s love, but there was what was in John that drew out the Lord’s love.  Daniel is an Old Testament saint who was marked by prayer.  That is another feature that draws out divine affections.  A feature of Christ that we see in Luke’s gospel is Him as a praying, dependent man.  God takes account of that feature: it especially draws out His affections.  Daniel too was interested in God’s things, God’s interests in His people.  In this present dispensation, the assembly is the chief divine interest, the assembly being for Christ here.  If we also make that our interest, it draws out divine affection in a special way. 

You can tell from Daniel’s prayer that his interests were in line with God’s interests.  What feelings he had in taking responsibility for Israel’s failure!  God appreciated and loved these features.  He also gave Daniel understanding: as well as drawing out divine affections, God gave him increased spiritual understanding of divine things.  We can learn much from Daniel, who accepted the circumstances in which he was placed and whose interests were associated with the people of God – the city of Jerusalem, speaking of the assembly.  May we be encouraged to make this our chief interest. 

The passage we read in John helps us to see that in this dispensation, persons who are marked by love for Christ draw out the Father’s affections.  The Lord speaks to His own: “the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God”.  Affection for Christ and faith in Him are features that God greatly appreciates in His people.  How different from what is around in the world!  In John 14:23 the Lord says a similar thing: “If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him”.  It comes down to an individual there – the Father’s love for an individual who is a lover of Christ.  Christ is the centre of the Father’s affections; how much He appreciates those who love Christ and keep His commandments, and also those who “keep my word” – that is, what comes from Him by the Spirit in a living way.  How precious His word is. 

The Lord adds, “and my Father will love him”: the Father’s affection is drawn out.  As it says where we read, “because ye have had affection for me”.  It is good to be in such a company, with those who love Christ.  May we be encouraged as knowing the Father’s love, and His affection for us.  There is a particular personal touch here: “the Father himself”, the Lord says, referring to the Father’s personal affection for those who love Christ.

May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Dundee

2 January 2024

Allan Grant

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

Malachi 1:2 (JND) [2] I have loved you, saith Jehovah; but ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's brother? saith Jehovah, and I loved Jacob,

Daniel 9:20-23 (JND) [20] And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before Jehovah my God for the holy mountain of my God; [21] whilst I was yet speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, flying swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. [22] And he informed [me], and talked with me, and said, Daniel, I am now come forth to make thee skilful of understanding. [23] At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare [it]; for thou art one greatly beloved. Therefore consider the word, and have understanding in the vision:

Daniel 9:20-23 (JND) [20] And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before Jehovah my God for the holy mountain of my God; [21] whilst I was yet speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, flying swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation. [22] And he informed [me], and talked with me, and said, Daniel, I am now come forth to make thee skilful of understanding. [23] At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare [it]; for thou art one greatly beloved. Therefore consider the word, and have understanding in the vision:

John 16:26-27 (JND) [26] In that day ye shall ask in my name; and I say not to you that I will demand of the Father for you, [27] for the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God.

Hebrews 11:9-13 (JND) [9] By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with [him] of the same promise; [10] for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is [the] artificer and constructor. [11] By faith also Sarah herself received strength for [the] conception of seed, and [that] beyond a seasonable age; since she counted him faithful who promised. [12] Wherefore also there have been born of one, and that of one become dead, even as the stars of heaven in multitude, and as the countless sand which [is] by the sea shore. [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth.

Genesis 25:30-34 (JND) [30] And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with the red the red thing there, for I am faint. Therefore was his name called Edom. [31] And Jacob said, Sell me now thy birthright. [32] And Esau said, Behold, I am going to die, and of what use can the birthright be to me? [33] And Jacob said, Swear unto me now. And he swore unto him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. [34] And Jacob gave Esau bread and the dish of lentils; and he ate and drank, and rose up and went away. Thus Esau despised the birthright.

Genesis 28 (JND) [1] And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. [2] Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. [3] And the Almighty God bless thee, and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou mayest become a company of peoples. …

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Daniel 9:23 (JND) [23] At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare [it]; for thou art one greatly beloved. Therefore consider the word, and have understanding in the vision:

Daniel 10:11-19 (JND) [11] And he said unto me, O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words which I speak unto thee, and stand upright; for unto thee am I now sent. And as he spoke this word unto me, I stood trembling. [12] And he said unto me, Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day that thou didst set thy heart to understand, and to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come because of thy words. [13] But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. [14] And I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people at the end of the days: for the vision is yet for [many] days. [15] And as he was speaking with me according to these words, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb. [16] And behold, one after the likeness of the sons of men touched my lips; and I opened my mouth and spoke, and said unto him that stood before me, My lord, by reason of the vision my pains are turned upon me, and I retain no strength. [17] And how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remaineth no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. [18] Then there touched me again one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me; [19] and he said, Fear not, man greatly beloved; peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And as he was speaking with me I was strengthened, and I said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.

John 14:23 (JND) [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.



SALVATION BY THE BLOOD 1


God directs Moses that they should take of the blood of the slain lamb, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of their houses (see Ex.12:1-28 AV).  “And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you …”, Ex.12:13. There is the utmost certainty for those within the blood-sprinkled doors.  It is the Lord who executes the judgment by His angel.  It is impossible for Him to be deceived, and impossible for man to escape: but He says, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you.” 

It is not said, when you see the blood, but when I see it.  The soul of an awakened person often rests, not on its own righteousness, but on the way in which it sees the blood.  Now, precious as it is to have the heart impressed with it, this is not the ground of peace.  Peace is founded on God’s seeing it.  He cannot fail to estimate it at its full and perfect value as putting away sin. … It may be said, But must I not have faith in its value?  This is faith in its value, seeing that God looks at it as putting away sin.  Your value for it looks at it as a question of the measure of your feelings.  Faith looks at God’s thoughts.

God, then, sees the blood: on that we rest to escape judgment, not upon our own view either of sin or of the blood of the Lamb. … The expiatory blood of redemption bars to Him the way as judge, and it secures the people infallibly.

… Have you submitted to Jesus?  God demands it.  He asks for no other offering nor sacrifice; He presents Jesus, and shews you what you are.

Extracts from J N Darby Collected Writings Vol.19 pp.160-162
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Scripture references

Exodus 12:1-28 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it. [9] Ye shall eat none of it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and with its in-wards. [10] And ye shall let none of it remain until the morning; and what remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. [11] And thus shall ye eat it: your loins shall be girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste; it is Jehovah's passover. [12] And I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am Jehovah. …

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.



Notes


	[←1]
	 Quotations from Scripture in this article are from the Authorised Version.
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