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NOT FAINTING OR GIVING UP

G. C. McKay 

Galatians 6: 7–10; Hebrews 12: 1–6; Luke 18: 1–8; 2 Corinthians 4: 1–18 

These are some of the scriptures in the New Testament, dear brethren, that speak about not fainting, and I would like to speak of this practical matter, which no doubt would have its application to us all at some time, that there might be a danger with us that we might give up, we might lose heart, we might faint. Every eventuality that may arise and every exercise that may come up in our paths is foreseen and is provided for in the Holy Scriptures. One of them is that for various reasons we might feel faint, not having the strength to go on. These scriptures, I trust under the Lord’s hand, might give us some instruction and encouragement as to this matter as to how we may continue in faith and in energy and committal with the glory before us rather than giving in. According to a concordance there are two words used for ‘to faint’ in the New Testament and one of them means to cave in. The believer is not to do that, but to continue. 

Now the section in Galatians would apply to us all generally in the Christian pathway as to the spiritual progress we are making. It is a question of sowing, either sowing to the flesh or sowing to the Spirit, and the question arises there as to continuing in what is good, “let us not lose heart in doing good; for in due time, if we do not faint, we shall reap”. Now, God is not mocked, that is, He has certain immutable ways and one of them is that what a man sows he reaps. It just follows, what you sow, you reap. You can look ahead and say, What am I going to reap from what I am doing now? Am I sowing to the flesh or am I sowing to the Spirit? A lapse of time must take place. This scripture says, “in due time”; it comes to light and it becomes 

recognised in our experience what we are reaping. Now the great thing then obviously is to be sowing to the Spirit so that we might reap eternal life. God is not mocked, you see. We can put on some kind of conformity and come to the meetings, appear interested in the truth, and assemble with the brethren, but what are we actually doing in our lives? What are we occupied with? If we are occupied with the gratification of the flesh, then we are going to reap corruption. God is not mocked. It is a question of what I am actually doing in my life, whether I am catering to the flesh, or whether I am sowing to the Holy Spirit; whichever sowing takes place the harvest will be according to that. It is a very solemn thing because it says from the flesh corruption is reaped. That is the result, not life and incorruptibility, not eternal life, but corruption, it is a serious matter to consider. 

As believers we ought to know what the flesh is and judge it. We should have links with the Holy Spirit, and we should be able to differentiate between flesh and spirit. It should be something that we are accustomed to doing through the exercises of Romans, to understand what the flesh is, that “in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell”, Romans 7: 18. As we understand what it is to prove the grace and power of the Holy Spirit, and what He would build up in our souls, how much would rise in us, in our affections and minds as we walk according to Spirit and as we mind the things of the Spirit! The test seems to be the waiting until the full harvest comes. Let us not lose heart in doing good. If you are going on in right exercises, you might think, When am I going to arrive at the end of this line of things? When am I really going to come into the joy of eternal life? Well, in due time, if we do not faint, we shall reap. Let us not faint, let us go on sowing to the Spirit, dear brethren. What a result it will be, “he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life”! Think of having that from the Holy Spirit on account of the way I have been devoting my mind and affections, think of reaping from the Spirit eternal life, having entry into that blessed realm of eternal life, where divine Persons are known and where there are precious links known. 

It is a very practical matter, and I think what tests us is practical Christianity. The light of the truth is important to pursue, but Christianity is practical. Indeed it says in this section, “he that sows to his own flesh”, it is individual, not the flesh generally, but your own flesh. In one sense the flesh is the same in us all, but yet we have different proclivities, so it is a question of your own flesh. You know what the flesh in you would desire, you know what your own weakness is, and instead of catering for that, you deny it and you sow to the Spirit. You lay yourself out for the operations of the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit is very gracious in His operations, He does not force Himself. There is a certain responsibility attaching to us, as having the Holy Spirit, to provide conditions in which He can operate, to make room for Him, and we do that by sowing to the Spirit. Then verse 10 says, “So then, as we have occasion, let us do good towards all, and specially towards those of the household of faith”. 

Mr. Darby notes that “do good” in verse 10 is a more positive activity of service than “doing good” in verse 9. In accepting this exhortation there will be an energy with us in doing good in view of such a blessed end as reaping eternal life. 

We often speak of the race of faith in Hebrews 12 and continuance in it, and of the great cloud of witnesses. Here again we have twice the thought that we should not faint. The race as set before us involves that we lay aside every weight. It might be something quite legitimate as we often say, not necessarily something evil, but it is a weight, it is hindering. 

Why are you going in for that? It is going to hinder you from getting to the meetings. You are not going to have time to read the ministry if you devote so much time to something that is a weight. Throw it off, “laying aside every weight, and sin “. You do not want to be entangled by sin, you want to run with endurance the race. The power for it all, as set out for us in this scripture, is that we look on Jesus, “looking stedfastly on Jesus”. It is not looking to Him for help, although it would be a right thing too to call upon Him. The positive power that will help us is looking on Jesus, and indeed considering Him well. It is not a casual look, it is a considering look on “Jesus the leader and completer of faith”. There is virtue in looking on Him because in His own life and course He expressed the whole matter of faith. He is the originator of it indeed; He originated the faith that was shown in the cloud of witnesses in Hebrews 12. He Himself walked in the path of faith and completed it. He did so as none of these witnesses did. The features of faith were seen in them, “by faith” they did such and such, and a great amount of detail is given, but in Jesus the life of faith was seen in detail and in perfection and in completeness. From the beginning of His life until He delivered up His spirit it was a life of faith. Indeed the psalm says, “thou didst make me trust, upon my mother’s breasts. I was cast upon thee from the womb”, Psalm 22: 9, 10. From the outset of His being here the Lord Jesus walked in the path of faith. Much of it we do not know, the details of that path, but we can be assured of this, that He was in communion with God and walked in faith. He was the Man of prayer as Luke tells us. We can look in the gospels and see these things, the Lord Jesus and His faith, step by step in His pathway here. And so He completed faith and endured the cross, having despised the shame, and He has arrived there at the right hand of God. 

As we fix our eyes on that blessed Man there, a certain power enters our souls. Do you know you can be affected by looking on Jesus? There is an effect on your spirit and soul and mind because you look on Him. What you read there imparts power to your soul to cast away the weights, to get clear of the sin that so easily entangles us and to run with endurance this race. 

Then He “endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself”. Each of the gospels shows the contradiction of sinners against the Lord Jesus, perhaps John’s gospel more than any. 

How hurtful it was to Him! Largely the contradiction was from the Jews, His own people, from those who had the light. They contradicted Him and set themselves against Him, not only what He said, but against Himself. He was there in grace available to them and presenting the truth to them, presenting the grace of God to them and they just set themselves against Him in contradiction. He endured that and graciously went on. It is set out as the great example for us and encouragement comes into our souls as we see what He endured. 

Then it says, “that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds”. The first fainting here is an allusion to fainting in our minds. You have to be careful with your mind. That is another thing that the believer knows about, he knows about the mind in a way that no unregenerate man or any psychologist or scientist can. He knows what it is to bring his mind under control. 

As having gone through the truth of Romans, he knows what the mind of the flesh is, he has proved it and he knows what the mind of the Spirit is, life and peace. So the mind has to be protected. Be careful what you read, be careful what you are affected by so that you do not damage your mind. You can devote your mind to certain things and go into certain evil areas that you need not touch, and you can cause a certain damage to your mind. Various problems can arise, obsessions and that kind of thing, so we have to protect our minds. One of the things we have to protect our minds from is fainting, that in your mind you begin to say, Is it really worth it? Can I continue in the race until the end? The answer is to consider well the Lord Jesus. That is not a moment’s task to consider Him well; it is a devoted study to consider Jesus and the perfect life and faith that marked Him, so that something of that might mark ourselves. 

Then the section goes on to say, “And ye have quite forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons”. How attractive that is; this is an exhortation to sons. It must therefore be an exhortation of love. Think of the grace that lies behind chastening, the grace of the Father of spirits, “My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when reproved by him; for whom the Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives”. Well, how much chastening there is! We are conscious of that, it has rolled in upon us. Brethren are chastened in bereavements and in illness and weakness of body, in assembly sorrows and in family sorrows. How much comes in and how much it chastens the spirit; yet it is all allowed, and the hand that allows it is the hand of love. He says, “My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord”. If you despise the chastening you shrug it off. It makes no impression on you, you harden yourself in regard to it and try to pass it by without really feeling it. You ought to treat it as coming from the Lord. 

Then you have not to faint either. If He reproves love is behind it—we are not to faint but to go on because it is the portion of sons. You can see the great end in view, that when He chastens it is “for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness”. I think that is more than that we become holy. No doubt that is involved in it, that certain features fall off as we are chastened, but partaking of His holiness suggests a very deep intimacy of communion with God Himself, partakers of His holiness. What a blessed end is in mind in all this! This scripture again then encourages us to go on, not to faint in our minds, and not to faint in the face of the chastening that comes upon us, but to endure the chastening and prove the blessed end that God has in mind for us. Sometimes we speak about wasted suffering; there can be such a thing. Matters may come in and we miss the benefit of them, but God’s thought is that whatever we pass through we should not miss the blessing, but that there might be result, indeed result for God Himself. 

Now in Luke’s gospel, chapter 18, the thought that is presented very explicitly is that we should always pray and not faint. Over against fainting is the thought that we should always pray. What a circumstance for this woman, a widow, vulnerable, with no one to stand up for her, no one to take her part! She has an adverse party too, someone is against her. As we go on in the Christian path we will find that there are adversaries. Paul says in one place, “the adversaries many” (1 Corinthians 16: 9), but he went on in energy despite the adversaries. 

Here this woman is troubled by the adversary and her recourse is to a judge, and such a judge that he does not fear God and does not respect man. There is nothing to be hoped for from such a man, godless, with no right feelings, showing features of the apostasy in the last days I believe. What can she do? She is a widow and she has her adverse party and she has a judge of such a character, so what does she do? She always prays and does not faint. She goes on then, and the Lord uses the parable to illustrate the fact that God will surely come in for us, although there may be a delay. “And shall not God at all avenge his elect ...?” It is a beautiful expression, the elect of God. 

It is wonderful to take account of yourself as among God’s elect. We might think of election in regard to the blessed purposes of God that place us on high, and no doubt that is true, but the thought of the elect of God sometimes comes in in adverse circumstances. For example, when Peter, in his first epistle, addresses the sojourners of the dispersion, who no doubt had been through a very bad time, the first thing he reminds them about is the fact of their election. He says, “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father”, 1 Peter 1: 2. He presents that to them, that is, that God has set out in mercy to secure them for Himself and nothing will turn that aside. God will come in for His elect. It is a strengthening thought in the face of circumstances that seem hopeless—God’s election must go through. There is something else about the elect of God—they have their own quality. It is not simply that God has elected them but quality comes out in them. 

“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion”, Colossians 3: 12. There is a quality about them, something that God has put there that corresponds with His thoughts for them. In Matthew 24 the Lord speaks about false prophets arising with signs and wonders that they might deceive, if it were possible, even the elect. It is as if the elect are guarded against deception because they are the elect of God. God will come in for us. There may be an interval. It is the delay before God comes in that tests us, but we should be assured in faith that God will come in. 

Dear brethren, whatever besets us, God will come in but we must always pray. I wonder, and I speak for myself, Do we pray enough? Scripture says extraordinary things about prayer. We are told to pray without ceasing, and we read of continual prayer, and here it is always praying. The Lord Jesus says, “But when the Son of man comes, shall he indeed find faith on the earth?” I think He will find faith on the earth. The line of faith has existed from the beginning. Adam was marked by faith, and there is a line of faith. Abraham being the father of those that believe; the whole matter has run through. Jesus is the originator and completer of faith, and the faith line continues. It continues in certain characteristics, and one of them is that we should always pray and not faint. Dear brethren, let us resort to prayer. There may be a delay. God will bring things about for us, no matter the circumstances or the seeming lack of resource. We have resource in God and surely He will come in for us as we always pray. 

Now in this as in many other things, Paul is a great example to us, and twice in 2 Corinthians 4 he says he does not faint. Why was he not going to faint in verse 1? He says, I have this glorious ministry, the glory shining with unveiled face in the face of Jesus. There is new covenant glory and I have seen it and I am looking on that glory. “We all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face”, 2 Corinthians 3: 18. This matter is too great, he says, for me to give up. I have this wonderful ministry. The God that spoke that out of darkness light should shine, has brought this light into my heart and there is the “shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. Having such truth committed to him, he says, “as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not”. He had that wonderful ministry and also he was conscious of the mercy of God. If you read the beginning of this epistle you can see that Paul must have been on the verge of fainting at times. He speaks in the first chapter of how he had been brought low, in some experiences that he does not describe, so that he got to the point that he despaired even of living, but God brought him up again. God encourages those that have been brought low, and He brought him up again, so Paul says, We have had mercy shown us. Mercy will come in, dear brethren, as we go on committed to the truth and the glory of what lies before us. How wonderful to think that in sovereign mercy God took us up at all! Surely as we continue in the truth we will experience mercy as Paul did. 

Then he speaks of himself, how clear and transparent he was, rejecting the hidden things of shame. The truth shone out in Paul. He was able to say, “if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost”. It was not veiled in Christ; the glory was shining out in the face of Jesus. The wonderful ministry of the glad tidings, the new covenant, God’s disposition was shining in the face of Jesus. And as it shone out it came through in vessels like Paul, and he says, if it is veiled it is not veiled in me either because I am transparent; “by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God”. A great feature of Christianity is transparency. It is a feature of the holy city, the crystal-like jasper stone, and it is to mark our relations together—everything is clear in our souls, clear in our relations together, clear in our lives, that is the thought. And in service that should be so; how often it is that what we are ourselves detracts from what we say, but in Paul it did not. 

What is so touching in this section is that he brings out this thought of earthen vessels, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels”. Surely, dear brethren, with the bereavements and with the illnesses amongst us, this thought of the earthen vessel has been brought home to us afresh, the weakness of this mortal frame. We have the thought here of an earthen vessel that can be broken. The idea is fragility and yet Paul was prepared to go on despite that fragility and to accept “bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus”. How wonderful that God should use such vessels! You might think that the fragility of the vessel might cause fainting, but no. 

It is a remarkable thing that God is able to use fragile vessels such as ourselves. He is able to do it morally, for death can work in such persons, the dying of Jesus, so that there might be a manifestation of the life of Jesus. Not only so, but as death worked in Paul, the result of his ministry was that life worked in the saints. What a wonderful matter, someone prepared to accept death working in him, so that there should be spiritual life in the saints. What a sacrificial service it was! I cannot speak adequately of this wonderful chapter but you can see the bent of it, the energy of it. Paul is going on and he is not fainting; he is marked by the spirit of faith. He says, “having the same spirit of faith”. It is the spirit of the thing, his whole pathway was imbued by faith, “we also believe, therefore also we speak”. 

Well, things were testing for Paul. He speaks about some of the things he went through—you wonder that he went through so much. How it must have affected his body physically. There were these scourgings and shipwrecks and the stoning, the journeys, and the privations he suffered. It was only through the power of God that he came through, but in the earthen vessel there was the treasure and it was shining out. This is a Gideon chapter. Gideon and his men broke their pitchers and the light shone out in their torches. Paul was like that, there had to be the breaking of the vessel. There had to be death working in him so that the light might shine. 

The fainting refers to Gideon too, because Gideon with his three hundred men crossed the Jordan, “faint, yet pursuing”, Judges 8: 4. Gideon was faced with tremendous opposition, the hordes of Midian and Amalek, a whole alliance of evil to crush the people of God and destroy life. Not only that, but some of his own brethren opposed him. The men of Ephraim quarrelled with him because he did not call them down to the battle, and he had to appease them. He appealed for help too when he was faint and pursuing; he appealed to the men of Succoth and the men of Penuel and they refused any help. What did he do? He went on and he accomplished what he was sent to do, the destruction of the two kings of Midian. Despite the lack of support Gideon went on in the power of faith, faint yet pursuing. 

Paul speaks of the fact that he did not faint. “Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day”. As he goes on his soul moves out towards the eternal weight of glory. O how blessed that is! How could he faint? He had such a ministry of the grace and disposition of God, that he could not faint, and God’s mercy was coming in for him. At the end of the chapter he has the consciousness of an inward renewal, the inward man being renewed day by day, what was spiritual being refreshed and renewed in him; and then he was looking forward to an eternal weight of glory, “while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen are for a time, but those that are not seen eternal”. Dear brethren, we are on the verge of the greatest and most glorious things. In a sense we are in the presence of them, in the presence of the testimony of them, and in measure in the enjoyment of them by the Spirit. 

The fulness of them lies just ahead, these wonderful things that God has in His heart for us, “the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”, Philippians 3: 14. What glory lies ahead! It is an eternal weight of glory, and we will share in that glory. What a glorious future the believer has and therefore, Paul says, “we faint not”. Paul did not faint. There are other allusions in the New and Old Testaments to this subject, but I have felt the need of it, that we might be encouraged to go on with a certain energy and with the encouragement of the Scriptures. May we do so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Glasgow
24 February 2001 

 


Scripture references

Galatians 6:7-10 (JND) [7] Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap. [8] For he that sows to his own flesh, shall reap corruption from the flesh; but he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life: [9] but let us not lose heart in doing good; for in due time, if we do not faint, we shall reap. [10] So then, as we have occasion, let us do good towards all, and specially towards those of the household of faith.

Hebrews 12:1-6 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. [4] Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, wrestling against sin. [5] And ye have quite forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: My son, despise not [the] chastening of [the] Lord, nor faint [when] reproved by him; [6] for whom [the] Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives.

Luke 18:1-8 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint, [2] saying, There was a judge in a city, not fearing God and not respecting man: [3] and there was a widow in that city, and she came to him, saying, Avenge me of mine adverse party. [4] And he would not for a time; but afterwards he said within himself, If even I fear not God and respect not man, [5] at any rate because this widow annoys me I will avenge her, that she may not by perpetually coming completely harass me. [6] And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge says. [7] And shall not God at all avenge his elect, who cry to him day and night, and he bears long as to them? [8] I say unto you that he will avenge them speedily. But when the Son of man comes, shall he indeed find faith on the earth?

2 Corinthians 4:1-18 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them]. [5] For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord, and ourselves your bondmen for Jesus' sake. [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us: [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up; [9] persecuted, but not abandoned; cast down, but not destroyed; [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body; [11] for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh; [12] so that death works in us, but life in you. …

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Psalms 22:9-10 (JND) [9] But thou art he that took me out of the womb; thou didst make me trust, upon my mother's breasts. [10] I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my God from my mother's belly.

1 Corinthians 16:9 (JND) [9] For a great door is opened to me and an effectual [one], and [the] adversaries many.

1 Peter 1:2 (JND) [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

Colossians 3:12 (JND) [12] Put on therefore, as [the] elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering;

Matthew 24 (JND) [1] And Jesus went forth and went away from the temple, and his disciples came to [him] to point out to him the buildings of the temple. [2] And he answering said to them, Do ye not see all these things? Verily I say to you, Not a stone shall be left here upon a stone which shall not be thrown down. [3] And as he was sitting upon the mount of Olives the disciples came to him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be, and what is the sign of thy coming and [the] completion of the age? …

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Judges 8:4 (JND) [4] And Gideon came to the Jordan, [and] passed over, he and the three hundred men that were with him, faint, yet pursuing.

Philippians 3:14 (JND) [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.



THE PRINCIPLE OF NAZARITESHIP

J. Spinks 

Numbers 6: 1–8, 22–27; Judges 16: 18–30 

I wish to say a short word, with the Lord’s help, as to the principle of Nazariteship. It is a principle that is called for at the present day, and includes sisters as well as brothers, a man or a woman. This shows, I believe, how things are recovered. In chapter 5 of Numbers there is the trial of jealousy, that involves that there has been unfaithfulness; we would have to admit that we have had part in unfaithfulness, what has not been true to Christ. The history is humbling for us, especially those of us who are a little older. God speaks in verse 14 of chapter 5 as to the spirit of jealousy coming upon a man. I believe that Paul had the spirit of jealousy as to the saints at Corinth, “I am jealous as to you with a jealousy which is of God”, 2 Corinthians 11: 2. I think there is a need for the spirit of jealousy for the rights of Christ. As things come up, the first thing we need to see to is Christ’s rights. I believe it underlies the principle of Nazariteship. 

What a Nazarite Paul was. Things he had a legitimate right to, he was prepared to forgo for the sake of the gospel. Certain rights he had, to live off the gospel, for example, but he did not take up those rights, his only desire was to preserve the rights of Christ, and that he should present the saints as a chaste virgin to Christ. What an object to have, dear brethren! I take it to myself and I trust we all do. Is that our prime object, that the rights of Christ should be maintained? That the saints, as we start with our local company, should be maintained as a chaste virgin for Christ? 

Paul was one who not only had the spirit of jealousy but he was prepared to spend and be utterly spent to gain these wayward Corinthians for Christ. How wayward we have been, but as judging these things we can afford to go on and pursue, like Paul saying, “forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, I pursue, looking towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”, Philippians 3: 13, 14. What an object, dear brethren, to be able to put things behind, even things that are legitimate. Paul could say he was “a Pharisee, son of Pharisees” (Acts 23: 6), yet things that were gain to him he counted as filth that he might gain Christ (Philippians 3: 8). What a Nazarite he was! Think of being able to put these things to one side. Dear brethren, we need to learn to do that. Learn to put things to one side that are hindering our progress. Paul, in writing to the Corinthians, could say, “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I reasoned as a child; when I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child”, 1 Corinthians 13: 11. 

What a call there is for manhood. How many childish and trivial things occupy our time. 

What need there is for manhood, and I take it to myself for I feel how little manhood has been developed in me. I say that freely and humbly, but the Spirit of God is urgent that there should be manhood in the last days. John refers to a woman, when the time has come to give birth, she has 

pain knowing that her time has come. But when a man has been born into the world she rejoices (John 16: 21). Manhood is not arrived at easily, there is pain involved in it. It relates to the subjective side of things that involves travail. Paul set that side out too in his epistles. 

He says, “I again travail” (Galatians 4: 19)—he was prepared to go through things again that Christ might be formed in the Galatians. Man is by the woman. These things have great moral import, dear brethren, we need to take it on. Manhood only comes through real, deep soul exercise that we face things before God and reach an end in our exercises. What a fine thing it is to look round the brethren and see real manhood. Think of the Spirit of God looking on a company like this, seeing manhood that is formed in brothers and sisters, the dignity that belongs to them in formed affection for Christ. Men and women of principle prepared to stand for the rights of Christ, what a fine thing it is to see that formed! May it increase in all our localities, dear brethren. 

Here we have in the consecration of the Nazarite that certain things were to be left aside. Paul says in 2 Timothy 1: 7, 8, “God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God”. 

Then in chapter 2 he says, “be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus. And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier”, 2 Timothy 2: 1–4. “Enlisted him”—I believe this lies at the very crux of the matter. A Nazarite is not one who lives in the habit of self-indulgence, his whole bent and purpose of life is to please him who enlisted him. What a thing it is, dear brethren, to be able to say earnestly that we are here for 

the testimony of the Lord. Timothy was a timid man and Paul is strengthening his hands, he is building him up by these exhortations and we all need to be built up. Jude speaks of 

“building yourselves up on your most holy faith” (Jude 20). That is largely the purpose of ministry, it brings in light from God. Thank God we touch these things, a living source of ministry from our ascended Head. It also has the effect of building us up so that we are strengthened for the work and for the good warfare. 

The way to recovery is through Nazariteship. That is what made me read the last part of the chapter. It just occurred to me as I was reading it as a very beautiful section of Scripture, 

“Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel: saying unto them, Jehovah bless thee, and keep thee; 

Jehovah make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee; Jehovah lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace”. 

I remember when we were at school we used to get that as a kind of benediction, the man would stand before the assembly of children and quote this in a very sanctimonious voice. 

But it is a real matter to know the blessing of God. I believe the way to restored blessing is on the principle of Nazariteship. I think God honours it. Timothy was to entrust these things to faithful men (2 Timothy 2: 2). I think faithful men are called for at the present time, men who are committed to the testimony of our Lord. Paul says, “Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner”, 2 Timothy 1: 8. I thought we could read this and see the blessing. It says in another place, “The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow to it”, Proverbs 10: 22. So it closes with this wonderful verse, “And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them”. We would covet signs of divine blessing, signs of divine approbation. The Lord went through His pathway here with a sense of divine approbation, not only a public 

pronouncement, “This is my beloved Son” (Matthew 3: 17), but “Thou art my beloved Son”, Luke 3: 22. How I would long to have that, beloved brethren, to be on lines of which God can approve. May we all commit ourselves more fully to this and have the sense of divine approbation. 

I want to speak of Judges because here we find the breakdown of Nazariteship. Samson’s history is very sobering. It primarily refers to how there has been a breakdown in church history. Of course he rises to a very wonderful type of Christ and that has to be taken account of, the honey in the carcase of the lion. What a wonderful thing that is! Think of his going down into the valley of Timnathah. Jehovah was with him when he went down to take the woman (Judges 14). It appeared on the face of it as not a right thing to do, but God was in the matter. It brings in a wonderful type of Christ as he went down into the valley and a young lion roared against him. Think of the power of the enemy arrayed against Christ. Think of the power of that one, and think of the moral power that was in Christ. He rent the lion as one rends a kid, and nothing was in his hand (Judges 14: 6). I love that touch. When the Lord came in to deal with the enemy He did not use carnal weapons; He did not use what men would have taken account of as great armies and legions. The Hebrew bondman came in alone, or as the note says ‘with his body’ (Exodus 21: 3). He came by water and blood, nothing was in His hand, everything was in that holy body of His to meet the whole sin question and restore everything for God. He was the true Nazarite of God. What a Man He is, what food for our souls! Think of that holy vessel for God’s pleasure. He did not need anything else, everything was in the moral, holy perfection of that body. 

It says of Samson, “he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion; and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, and honey; and he took it out in his hands”, Judges 14: 8, 9. Think of the Lord 

coming back to see the result of His death, a carcase with a swarm of bees; think of the saints as the fruit of His death, those who know something of His resurrection, working together to produce the honey. It speaks of what is so delightful to the Lord Jesus, in the time of His absence, the saints working together in the light of the death of Christ. There is nothing like the death of Christ to warm the affections, to sustain the soul. Everything for God has come out of that death. Think of that blessed Man going down into the valley and meeting the enemy and taking away his power. It says, “that through death he might annul him who has the might of death”, Hebrews 2: 14. What wonderful divine results there were—“a swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, and honey”. It shows that the bees were productive, in type they were working in the area of His death. I think it is a very healthy place to be, working in the area of His death. There is not only the dignified side of the fellowship, the fellowship of God’s Son, but also the fellowship of His death, that is a great productive area. That is what the emblems speak of every Lord’s day, the death of the Lord. How vital it is to have our links based on the death of Christ. I believe that is where we work things out and there is a great fruitful result for God. 

And then further on we read, “And they surrounded him, and laid wait for him all night ... 

saying, In the morning light we will kill him. And Samson lay till midnight; and he arose at midnight, and seized the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and tore them up with the bar, and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of the mountain that is before Hebron”, Judges 16: 2, 3. I think that is like the power of Christ’s resurrection. 

Samson was surrounded by his enemies. The darkest hour was when Christ’s greatest triumph came. Think of all that was arrayed against Christ at the time of His death, but think of the wonder of His resurrection. The angel said, “He is not here, for he is risen”, Matthew 28: 6. 

What a message. He is risen, hallelujah, “where, O death, thy victory?”, 1 Corinthians 15: 55. 

Think of the power of the enemy being completely annulled by the resurrection of Christ! 

Hebron has very great spiritual significance, typifying that God had a world in mind that was going to be populated with Christ and those who take character from Him. Samson carried the doors of the gate of the city to the top of the mountain that is before Hebron. 

These are wonderful types of Christ but here we see the sorrowful side of things showing that failure has come in, he has given the secret of his Nazariteship away. That is really what has happened in the history of the church. In Samson’s history there is the secret side. When he killed the lion he propounded a riddle to them (Judges 14: 12), that is only known by the instructed believer, he knows the secret of it. He gave away the riddle too (Judges 14: 14), but this is worse, he gave away the secret of his strength (Judges 16: 17). That is a sad thing, I think we can all go back in our histories and relate to this. If we go on with the world at all, we give away the secret of our strength, the secret of our power. So here we find this sad, sorrowful situation, but I want to lay hold of the positive side that his Nazariteship was restored. That is the blessedness of this present dispensation, no matter how far we go away, there is grace for recovery. It says, “the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved”. 

There are certain things the enemy can take account of, he can look upon each of us and he knows our weaknesses. He knows how to minister to our desires and the weaknesses of the flesh, but there is something here he can take no account of, “the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved”. That is like the work of God, God is working with this man, although outwardly he was a poor prisoner, an object of mockery and reproach, lying in the prison house, and that is the public position—we have to be humble about that. But think of what God can do in an inward way. We referred in the reading to the inward working of the Spirit, I think Samson’s hair growing refers to that. It may not be known generally, but think of God working in a soul, think of the workings of the conscience and the stirrings of the work of God, so that the vow of Nazariteship is restored. The public position will never be restored, but the secret inward side will be maintained right to the end. 

He was led into this position where he was made to feel the pillars. These pillars have often been referred to as the principles on which this world stands—lust and pride. I think even the young ones can understand that, if you look into your own heart you find these elements are there. Everything that leads you astray, it will be one thing or the other, lust or pride, or maybe both. It may be through covetousness, carnal desires and other things, the way the enemy can act through the flesh, but I believe the Spirit is the power to bring them down in your heart; that is what it means. The Lord will take issue with this world in a public way, but the believer has to bring them down in his own heart. It says, “So the dead that he slew at his death were more than those whom he had slain in his life”. We referred to the swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion speaking of life and the fruit of life, I understand that to be the principle on which God operates. Death works in us, but life in you. Paul was prepared for that. The working of death and self-judgment involves that you are going to deal with these things. We have power to do this, make no mistake about it. Mr. Stoney said at one time that he felt that the flesh was stronger than the Spirit, and some of us have felt that, but scripture says, “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world”, 1 John 4: 4. Lay hold of these things. I appeal to the young people and all of us. Seek help to work them out. You might stumble along the way, you will feel your sense of weakness, and your inability to keep going. It is said of Gideon’s men, they were faint yet pursuing. That is a comfort. 

Nazariteship is called for in these days. No matter how far you have gone from it, you can be restored, and I think recovery works on the principle of Nazariteship. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
8 September 2001 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 6:1-27 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah; [3] he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink: he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes, fresh or dried. [4] All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine, from the seed-stones, even to the skin. [5] All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head; until the days be fulfilled, that he hath consecrated himself to Jehovah, he shall be holy; he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. [6] All the days that he hath consecrated himself to Jehovah, he shall come near no dead body. [7] He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his sister when they die; for the consecration of his God is upon his head. [8] All the days of his separation he is holy to Jehovah. [9] And if any one die unexpectedly by him suddenly, and he hath defiled the head of his consecration, then he shall shave his head on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh day shall he shave it. [10] And on the eighth day he shall bring two turtle-doves, or two young pigeons, to the priest, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. [11] And the priest shall offer one for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt-offering, and make an atonement for him, for that he sinned by the dead person; and he shall hallow his head that same day. [12] And he shall [again] consecrate to Jehovah the days of his separation, and shall bring a yearling lamb for a trespass-offering. But the first days are forfeited, for his consecration hath been defiled. …

Judges 16:18-30 (JND) [18] And Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, and she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this time, for he has told me all his heart. And the lords of the Philistines came up to her, and brought the money in their hand. [19] And she made him sleep upon her knees, and called a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to overpower him, and his strength went from him. [20] And she said, The Philistines are upon thee, Samson! And he awoke out of his sleep, and thought, I will go out as at other times before, and disengage myself. And he knew not that Jehovah had departed from him. [21] And the Philistines seized him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gazah, and bound him with fetters of bronze; and he had to grind in the prison-house. [22] But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved. [23] Then the lords of the Philistines gathered together to sacrifice a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for they said, Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hands. [24] And when the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said, Our god has given into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, even him who multiplied our slain. [25] And it came to pass when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison-house, and he played before them; and they set him between the pillars. [26] And Samson said to the lad that held him by the hand, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. [27] Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and upon the roof there were about three thousand men and women, who looked on while Samson made sport. [28] And Samson called to Jehovah, and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes. [29] And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood (and he supported himself upon them), the one with his right hand and the other with his left. …

2 Corinthians 11:2 (JND) [2] For I am jealous as to you with a jealousy [which is] of God; for I have espoused you unto one man, to present [you] a chaste virgin to Christ.

Philippians 3:13-14 (JND) [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

Acts 23:6 (JND) [6] But Paul, knowing that the one part [of them] were of the Sadducees and the other of the Pharisees, cried out in the council, Brethren, *I* am a Pharisee, son of Pharisees: *I* am judged concerning the hope and resurrection of [the] dead.

Philippians 3:8 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ;

1 Corinthians 13:11 (JND) [11] When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I reasoned as a child; when I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child.

John 16:21 (JND) [21] A woman, when she gives birth to a child, has grief because her hour has come; but when the child is born, she no longer remembers the trouble, on account of the joy that a man has been born into the world.

Galatians 4:19 (JND) [19] my children, of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you:

2 Timothy 1:7-8 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

2 Timothy 2:1-4 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier.

Jude 1:20 (JND) [20] But *ye*, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

Proverbs 10:22 (JND) [22] The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow to it.

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Judges 14 (JND) [1] And Samson went down to Timnathah, and saw a woman in Timnathah of the daughters of the Philistines. [2] And he went up, and told his father and his mother, and said, I have seen a woman in Timnathah of the daughters of the Philistines; and now take her for me as wife. [3] And his father and his mother said to him, Is there no woman among the daughters of thy brethren, and among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of the Philistines, the uncircumcised? And Samson said to his father, Take her for me, for she pleases me well. …

Judges 14:6 (JND) [6] and the Spirit of Jehovah came upon him, and he rent it as one rends a kid, and nothing was in his hand. And he did not tell his father or his mother what he had done.

Exodus 21:3 (JND) [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him.

Judges 14:8-9 (JND) [8] And he returned after a time to take her, and he turned aside to see the carcase of the lion; and behold, [there was] a swarm of bees in the carcase of the lion, and honey; [9] and he took it out in his hands, and went on, and ate as he went. And he came to his father and to his mother, and gave them, and they ate; but he did not tell them that he had taken the honey out of the carcase of the lion.

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

Judges 16:2-3 (JND) [2] [And it was told] the Gazathites, saying, Samson is come hither. And they surrounded [him], and laid wait for him all night at the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, saying, In the morning light we will kill him. [3] And Samson lay till midnight; and he arose at midnight, and seized the doors of the gate of the city, and the two posts, and tore them up with the bar, and put [them] upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of the mountain that is before Hebron.

Matthew 28:6 (JND) [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

1 Corinthians 15:55 (JND) [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?

Judges 14:12 (JND) [12] And Samson said to them, Let me now propound a riddle to you; if ye clearly explain it to me within the seven days of the feast, and find [it] out, then I will give you thirty shirts, and thirty changes of garments.

Judges 14:14 (JND) [14] And he said to them, Out of the eater came forth food, And out of the strong came forth sweetness. And they could not in three days explain the riddle.

Judges 16:17 (JND) [17] and he told her all his heart, and said to her, There has not come a razor upon my head; for I am a Nazarite of God from my mother's womb; if I should be shaven, then my strength would go from me, and I should be weak, and be like all mankind.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.



SPIRITUAL REFINEMENT

W. McKillop 

Philippians 1: 9–11 

What I have been thinking about in regard to this passage is spiritual refinement. I believe that the apostle’s expression “that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent” involves the thought of spiritual refinement. It would remind us that not everything has the same value or the same degree of refinement but that as assembly persons we should be increasingly marked by spiritual refinement. And so the apostle says, “And this I pray”. 

The Philippians were a spiritually mature company but his prayer was that “your love may bound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence”. It is not exactly that their love would abound by itself; he does not say that the stock of love among them might be increased, although no doubt this was generally in his mind in writing to the various localities, but he had in mind that their love should “abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence”. It might seem that knowledge and intelligence are essentially the same, but they are not really because we know that ultimately “knowledge ... 

shall be done away” (1 Corinthians 13: 8), and so what will remain will be spiritual intelligence. 

The thought of knowledge always implies what is partial, and I suppose generally we are very conscious that at the present time we “know in part” as he says elsewhere. But we are also in the time when we can acquire full knowledge. The full knowledge of God is 

really within our reach if we set ourselves to go in for it. I would like to encourage the beloved brethren here to go in for that using, I might say simply, the impetus of our three days together to begin to get on to increasingly spiritual lines, and to find that we are becoming increasingly at home in the realm of divine knowledge. So full knowledge is set before us in that way, and spiritual formation involves that we might “abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence”. I suppose the idea of full knowledge would come out typically in Moses; that his knowledge of God in the old dispensation would involve the thought of full knowledge. I think that typically the idea of intelligence really comes out in Adam because as God brought the creatures to Adam he named them; that really was intelligence. We know that Adam did not have time to study the creatures that were brought to him, but in his intelligence he named them and what he named each one, that was its name. There was no change. In that respect, of course, he is a type of our Lord Jesus Christ naming persons and things. 

The brethren may remember that speaking about Adam in that connection, Mr. J. Taylor Sr. spoke about him as setting out the idea of superior intelligence which is seen in Christ. I mention that because that is something available to us in our dispensation. It is available to us as having the Spirit of Christ. It is a wonderful matter to be in touch with a blessed Man who is marked by superior intelligence. Human language really fails in speaking about Christ, but that expression would bring out that we are in the presence of what is surpassing. The full mind of God was expressed in Christ; whatever He said brought out this wonderful thought of intelligence. If that seems too much for us I would encourage us to think about what the apostle wrote to the Ephesians having in mind that they should understand his intelligence in the mystery. That is within our reach; the “intelligence in the mystery”, of the greatest minister of Christ in this dispensation is available to us and we need to set ourselves to go in for it. 

The thought of refinement flows out of that. He says, “that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent”. The thought of refinement comes out in the greatest way in David in the Old Testament. That would be the supreme thought typically of refinement in humanity—refinement in his relations with God and refinement as characterising his part in the service of God. I would encourage us to have this before us and to lay ourselves out for it, and in doing so to be patient because you will not acquire “full knowledge and all intelligence” overnight. In fact most of us who are older have been at it for years and years, and we would not be prepared to say that we have reached this yet, but we want it, and if you want it you will get it. And so he says, “that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent”; that is a fine word, “the things that are more excellent”. That would help us in our conversations in our households and our conversations in our meetings. “That ye may judge of” means that you look at something, whatever the thing is, and you say, There are things that are more excellent than that and they are what I want. Then he says, “and approve”; that is to say, you are now capable of passing a right spiritual judgment on a thing and you approve it. I suppose one of the greatest things that we could be engaged with would be what the assembly is to divine Persons. 

In that regard the various epistles help us to “judge of and approve the things that are more excellent”, having in mind that “ye may be pure and without offence for Christ’s day”. The apostle is speaking of the Lord’s public appearing, that He will have a day and He will display in it what has been wrought out in the present dispensation. We surely want to be characterised by purity and being without offence. Indeed “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”, 1 John 3: 3. We might not have connected righteousness 

with this line of things but there is this thought of being “complete as regards the fruit of righteousness”, nothing is lacking in this respect and it is “by Jesus Christ”. That blessed Man is the operative Person in the economy and so completeness as regards the fruit of righteousness is by Him, Jesus Christ, and it is “to God’s glory and praise”. I think we can see how the apostle’s mind is travelling as he writes, and how he longs to bring the Philippians with him on this ascending line, into this realm of spiritual refinement because it really belongs to the assembly. If you look at the description of the holy city in Revelation, it impresses you not only with the immensity of the work but also with the refinement, the very foundations being adorned with every precious stone. It is a wonderful display of what God has reached by Jesus Christ at the present time. I trust that we will be stimulated to go in for this line of things—“full knowledge and all intelligence” and to be able to “judge of and approve the things that are more excellent” for God’s glory and praise. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Adelaide
25 April 2000 
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Scripture references

Philippians 1:9-11 (JND) [9] And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence, [10] that ye may judge of and approve the things that are more excellent, in order that ye may be pure and without offence for Christ's day, [11] being complete as regards the fruit of righteousness, which [is] by Jesus Christ, to God's glory and praise.

1 Corinthians 13:8 (JND) [8] Love never fails; but whether prophecies, they shall be done away; or tongues, they shall cease; or knowledge, it shall be done away.

1 John 3:3 (JND) [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.
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