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GOD’S END REACHED THROUGH SUFFERING AND TRAVAIL

J. Mitchell 

1 Samuel 1: 9–18; Genesis 35: 16–20; Galatians 4: 19 

I am looking for help, dear brethren, to say a word about God’s end being reached through suffering and travail. We were reading in the house this morning, “From that time Jesus began to shew to his disciples that he must ... suffer”, Matthew 16: 21. It seems from the way the Spirit of God puts it in that chapter that suffering was a divine necessity. If we think of the necessity of the whole moral question being cleared in the sight of God, we can understand the divine necessity of Christ going that way. Then in Luke’s gospel, to the two going to Emmaus He said, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”, Luke 24: 26). This indicates that the divine way of reaching God’s end is through suffering. That might seem a little hard and a little difficult to take in, but it is clear that that is the divine way. Therefore it is one of the things that we have to face squarely. 

At the present time we suffer little at the hands of men or from the authorities, but I notice in Mr. Taylor’s ministry, he says quite a number of times that suffering is the order of the day. 

That is something we need to think about. There is a good deal of suffering among the saints in one way or another. Perhaps one of the most common sources of suffering is the break up that has come in among families, causing quite extreme suffering. But what is in mind for this occasion is that suffering is not only to yield a result for ourselves, although that is so, but it is to yield a result for God. In John 16, when the Lord is instructing His own as to His going away. He tells them that His going away will result in suffering, but He goes on to tell them that as they go through the suffering a man will be born and the result will be joy (John 16: 21). Now that is very blessed and should sustain us, because the end in suffering is that God secures what is in His mind; but the end too, as far as we are concerned, can result in joy. 

So I have read these passages because each of them brings out that point. Indeed, 1 Samuel very largely teaches that lesson. Hannah is a suffering woman, persecuted by those who were nearest to her. She suffered day by day, and there is nothing more wearing than having to suffer day in and day out. But that is what Hannah had to bear. Later on in this book you get another woman who was married to Phinehas the priest, a man who displayed an extraordinary low state in his soul. As the news comes to her about the ark of God being taken and the death of her husband, she says, “The glory is departed”. She suffered in her spirit, but she went through travail and a child was born. She named that child, Ichabod, saying, “The glory is departed from Israel”, 1 Samuel 4: 21. You see the intensity of suffering these women went through. As the book goes on we finally reach. David, but in 1 Samuel David is not king; he is the sufferer. That is what is set out in David, and particularly at the close of the book at Ziklag. David was not at his highest spiritually when he went down among the Philistines, but as he and his men came back to Ziklag and discovered that everything was carried away, and Ziklag was set on fire, David and his men wept until they had no more strength for weeping. But it also says that the people spoke of stoning him (1 

Samuel 30: 6). The whole thing was so much to the persons who really loved David that they would have stoned him. But he strengthened himself in Jehovah his God and he called for the ephod. I say that to show that the whole of 1 Samuel is really a book of suffering, and you do not get the kingship of David until 2 Samuel. His kingship was the result of the suffering. 

That suffering was initiated in that woman Hannah. She felt the need of a man child. The situation required 

that. She was a spiritual woman, a woman who was with God as to the state of things that existed at that time. She felt the conditions that were there and was able to assess the need among God’s people. Then additionally she travailed with God in order that there might be a result in the saints being taken out of that low state, in view of God having His portion among His own people. In that household, everything was against her. She was childless and the other woman, Peninnah, taunted her with that. She knew what it meant to Hannah, and she played on it in the way of persecuting her. What suffering this woman went through! But she not only suffers from Peninnah, she travails in her soul with God. It is a much greater thing to go through the travail with God in relation to the saints. Where we read it says, “Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk ... and she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to Jehovah, and wept much”. Even Eli the priest was no comfort to her. He accused her of what did not mark her at all. 

Eli’s accusation brings out the spirit of Nazariteship in Hannah. She said, “I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink”. It brings out in a public way that inwardly in her soul she was really a Nazarite. In the law of the Nazarite it says, “If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite”, Numbers 6: 2. It goes on in that chapter to set out the detail about a man who is a Nazarite, but there is nothing said about a woman. Then you come to Hannah and see a woman who is a Nazarite, a very fine feature. Apparently the Nazarites were few, but they were very precious to God. They were purer than snow, whiter than milk (Lamentations 4: 7). God valued a Nazarite and He values this Nazarite spirit that is manifested in Hannah. She had one concern only—that there might be what would meet the state among the people at that time, and secure what was for God’s pleasure. So she prayed and had in mind that the Nazarite feature should mark the result of her prayers. It says, “if thou ... wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, 

then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head”. She was not only that in her own spirit, but she was going to dedicate to God in the same spirit the result of her travail in the man child. 

When we think of the man child we must always think of Christ. It is a great thing to desire that Christ might be in prominence among the saints. We should not be concerned about how things affect us personally, the great thing is to be concerned that Christ should have His place, that He should be prominent among the saints. That should be not only in an objective way, although it is right that Christ should be presented to the affections of the saints, but as we shall see in Galatians, that Christ might be formed in them. It is a very great result that He might be formed in the inwards of the saints. That was Hannah’s concern; the man child was the solution to the crisis that existed at that time. How low the people had got, but you think of one woman taking the matter up and travailing before God. Oh, dear brethren, I would say this without a moment’s hesitation, there is great need for this kind of exercise and it is something in which the sisterhood can have a particular part. If this exercise was taken on there would be far better conditions among the saints. Crises that arise would be solved if we travailed before God. 

That is what she did but she had to wait for the result. It says in 1 Samuel 1: 18, “the woman went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more as before”. The matter was settled in her soul. She had poured out her soul to God. One challenges oneself as to whether one has ever poured out one’s soul to God. That is the solution to everything that comes into our private lives, and particularly our assembly lives. The great solution to it all is to pour the matter out to God. Then a peace comes into your soul and you can go on your way, not unduly burdened about matters. It is right to be burdened, but then you can pour it out to God 

Himself, so that you are released from the burden and can go, as it says, “And the woman went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more as before”. Think of the peace of soul that must have come into that dear woman! All Peninnah’s actions to cause her suffering would now be of no account whatsoever; she had poured out her soul to God, she could be restful and go on in peace. 

I trust the Lord may help us in these matters. There is much among the saints that causes concern and exercise, and we get burdened about it. Maybe we get over burdened, and it might become an obsession with us. The great thing is to be before God about it and pour out your soul and your feelings to Him. It is right to feel things. Would indeed that we might feel things even more, to feel what the state of the saints really means to God Himself. But pour it out to Him and then you can be relieved of your burden. You do not become obsessed with it, you can go your way, you can eat, as it says, “and did eat, and her countenance was no more as before”. You notice it does not say that she did eat and drink. Not that I want to say anything about drink, that is not on my mind, but it is just to bring out the point that she continued in the spirit of Nazariteship, which gave God occasion to bring in His own solution. The solution comes in in Samuel. It is the beginning of recovery among the people of God at that time, and it stretches on. 

Results may not happen immediately, that is another matter that we have to learn. Sometimes we have to wait. Jacob said that, “I wait for thy salvation, O Jehovah” (Genesis 49: 18), and sometimes we have to wait for an answer to our prayers. We may have to carry through in the waiting period the sorrow of matters and be with God about them. But what she prayed for happened; it was Samuel. And what was on her mind, finally came to light in David. In 2 

Samuel, David’s exercise was that he might find a place for the ark, 

typical of a place for Christ. Hannah’s song in chapter 2 indicates what was really in her soul. 

I have often marvelled, that at the very beginning when God took His people out of Egypt. 

Moses says, “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance. 

The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared”, Exodus 15: 17. God had to wait a very long time, He had to wait till David for that. I ask the question, Are you keeping Him waiting? The answer to Hannah’s exercises was when the ark was brought into Jerusalem. Do not stop short and have partial thoughts. 

Reach out to the full thought of God! 

Now I come to Rachel. She is in a certain sense even a more extreme example of what is before us. At the beginning Rachel was the one who was loved, but there were four women there. There was Leah and the two maidservants, all of them were fruitful, but Rachel had no children. She had in mind that there should be fruit from her relations with Jacob. Do you carry that in your exercises, dear brother, dear sister, that there should be fruit for God? And then it comes about; God listened to her travail and she had a son Joseph. What a son Joseph was. Joseph was born in Padan-Aram, and immediately Joseph comes on to view Jacob says, I must go back (Genesis 30: 25). It was Christ, typically, coming on to view in Joseph, that caused exercise with Jacob. But when Joseph is born Rachel called his name Joseph, meaning, He will add. That is an important point. The divine thought was twelve, representing the saints complete for God. 

If I could divert for a little. Joseph was a man whose operations were in relation to the twelve. 

He wanted the twelve intact. The rest were not concerned about the twelve; they were quite prepared to sell Joseph down into Egypt, and that as far as they were concerned was the end of him. They never thought about Jacob’s feelings. Think of the awfulness of it; dipping that coat 

in blood, taking it back, and saying to Jacob, Now discern for yourself what has happened. 

They were not concerned about the twelve at all. Eleven would have been good enough, for them. They would get rid of one. It was Christ, in type, the features of Christ. It is a terrible thing that brethren could do such a thing, that would be so hard and devoid of family feelings as to do violence to the feelings of Jacob their father. They would say, Look, discern for yourself what has happened to him. It was utterly callous, and the matter of the twelve was of no concern to them. I impress upon you, dear brother, dear sister, bear in mind the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. Bear in mind the need to keep the saints together. I do not say keep them together at all cost, because there may be circumstances in which you might not be able to do that, but your exercise would be to keep the saints together in the truth. There has been far too much in recent years of the allowance of matters coming in to disrupt family relations among the saints. I appeal to the brethren to have in mind the need of maintaining the saints as one whole, keeping them together. I know we are in days of breakdown, and we cannot have the whole; but nevertheless all our activities should be to keep the saints together in love for Christ and love for the truth, pre-eminently, but also in love for one another. 

Now Joseph did that in his whole operations. When his brethren came down, Joseph said nothing about himself, he asked about his father. He wanted to raise exercise with his brethren, not as to what they did to Joseph himself, but the way they were absolutely callous about the affections of their father. Do you ever think of what your activities mean to God? 

What they mean to Christ? These are things to think about soberly, and to weigh up in the presence of the Lord. What are your activities? What do they mean to Christ? Are they furthering what He has in His mind? Or, are they doing despite to His feelings? I remember a servant of the Lord, visiting this area, saying, In protracted exercises 

among the saints what is required is the skill of Joseph and the spirit of Judah. I think that is what is needed at the present time, the skill of Joseph, who works to get the brethren to judge themselves that they might come to the real thought of the twelve. The remarkable thing about it is, while he is doing that, he fills their sacks, he keeps them fed. That is the skill of Joseph. 

Now I have departed a little, but nevertheless it bears on what I am saying, that Rachel’s exercise was related to the twelve. She had the complete thought in mind; that needed to be worked out, but it had to be worked out through suffering. If things are to be worked out for God, and for Christ, if His place is to be secured among the saints, that involves suffering on our part. It is a very serious and sobering matter, and I wish to be sobered about it, and I wish that every one of us present here this evening would be sobered in their own spirits about it; what the saints really mean to Christ, how precious they are in His sight. Rachel is concerned about that, and it means that she has to go through this awful sorrow. It says, “it went hard with her in her childbearing”, Genesis 35: 17. These exercises are not gone through easily; they cost us something in the way of suffering, in the way of travail, in the way of sorrow. 

There is need to take up the sorrows of the testimony before God. But it says, “the midwife said to her, Fear not; for this also is a son for thee”. There is a product of the exercise, which involved severe sorrow, severe suffering and severe travail. These things are not easy, they are not matters to be taken up lightly, they are matters to be taken up soberly and worked out in the presence of God. It says, “And it came to pass when it went hard with her in her childbearing, that the midwife said to her, Fear not; for this also is a son for thee”. That is the completion of her exercises. It is beautiful that she suffers and travails in view of reaching the divine end, and that end is reached. It means Rachel’s death. How much are we prepared to work among the saints, and to work with God in relation to the saints, 

and then go out of sight? 

She calls his name Benoni, as the footnote tells us ‘Son of my affliction’, but it says “his father called him Benjamin”. There is a touching reference by Mr. Taylor where he says that Saul of Tarsus was really a child of sorrow, a true Benoni. There was the sorrow and suffering of Stephen. You might have said that the enemy had secured a great end in the death of Stephen. But what came to light in the suffering of Stephen were the features of the body of Christ. He exhibits the spirit of Christ, it is Christ all over again. When the Lord says to Saul of Tarsus later, “why dost thou persecute me?”, the “me” was seen in Stephen. The very same kind of spirit is seen in those men and women whom Saul dragged off to prison. 

That was the “me”. That is what the Spirit of God is working to produce. He is working to produce Christ in the saints, the same character of person, and that is the assembly. The assembly is the reflection of Christ Himself, it is the “me”. The Head in heaven, and the body here, was the truth recovered under Mr. Darby. We need to value these things. 

Saul was a child of sorrow, a true Benoni, but he becomes Benjamin, son of His right hand. 

What a man was Saul, as he became Paul. Think of the strength that was there! The enemy would have thought he had secured a great victory in the removal of Stephen, but it brought in Paul. Think of the son of His right hand, the power that came in through Paul in the building up of the assembly here, in producing the features of Christ inwardly in the saints. 

Not of course that we can produce that. It is the Spirit that produces it, but I mean Paul’s ministry brought that to light, and the Spirit produces it in answer to the ministry. I repeat, because I think it is so necessary, that this is what the Spirit of God is doing at the present time, to produce the features of Christ, that Christ might see Himself all over again. As we have been taught, that is what the assembly is, it is the same character of manhood that was seen in 

Christ. That is what He is striving for, but I say that involves travail on our part. 

So I read in Galatians, just to touch it briefly. Paul says, “of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you”. Now that is the servant, that is Paul. None of us would take the place of being Paul, and when you come to a passage like this you feel extremely humbled as to your measure. It is not only a question of ministering among the saints. There was no greater minister outside of the Lord Himself than Paul, and yet he says, 

“I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you”. To the Ephesians he says, 

“I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 3: 14); ministry that brought the truth into expression had come to an end, but what remained was the bowing of his knees. That is a powerful exercise, and I commend it to those who take responsibility in some measure to serve among the saints, as I commend it to oneself, that what is needed is this character of travail in order that Christ might be formed in the saints. It is not an easy matter, it is not a simple matter, it is not a light matter. We are in days when lightness is completely inappropriate. We are in sobering times. I do not wish to cause depression among the saints, but these are sobering times, and we need all of us to be sober. How much more the ministers among us need to be sobered about matters! That is what Paul says, “I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you”. I believe that is the crying need, that is the formation of something substantial, inward and solid; something the enemy cannot touch. He cannot affect Christ formed in us. Paul wanted the Galatians to be really the body of Christ, to have true assembly features, and that should be a concern for us all. How much we think about ourselves, how much we love ourselves. We really need to love Christ, and we really need to love Christ formed in the saints. It does mean sacrifice. It means giving up a good deal; it means possibly giving up all your own thoughts and aspirations; above all it 

would involve this matter of travail. I feel challenged by it, as to how much we travail before God that Christ might be formed in the saints. To what extent are we concerned for the welfare of the people of God? How much do they mean to us? Do we carry in our minds what they mean to Christ, what they are in His affections? I think it would change our outlook. 

That was a little of what one had in mind, that the Lord is reaching His end. There is no question about it, He will reach it. I often say this, because it is necessary at present. Because of the smallness of numbers, we tend to think in a negative way, but I have no doubt whatsoever that the Spirit will secure what is in His mind in the dispensation, and He will secure it according to the divine level. There is no diminution of the standard in the Spirit’s mind. That is one side of the truth. The other side is that we have to take up our responsibility in relation to it and to suffer for it. May the Lord bless His word, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Peterhead
27 June 1998 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 1:9-18 (JND) [9] And Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk; (now Eli the priest sat upon the seat by the door-post of the temple of Jehovah;) [10] and she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to Jehovah, and wept much. [11] And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. [12] And it came to pass as she continued praying before Jehovah, that Eli marked her mouth. [13] Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; and Eli thought she was drunken. [14] And Eli said to her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. [15] And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before Jehovah. [16] Take not thy handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my grief and provocation have I spoken hitherto. [17] And Eli answered and said, Go in peace; and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition which thou hast asked of him. [18] And she said, Let thy bondwoman find grace in thy sight. And the woman went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more [as before].

Genesis 35:16-20 (JND) [16] And they journeyed from Bethel. And there was yet a certain distance to come to Ephrath, when Rachel travailed in childbirth; and it went hard with her in her childbearing. [17] And it came to pass when it went hard with her in her childbearing, that the midwife said to her, Fear not; for this also is a son for thee. [18] And it came to pass as her soul was departing for she died that she called his name Benoni; but his father called him Benjamin. [19] And Rachel died, and was buried on the way to Ephrath, which [is] Bethlehem. [20] And Jacob erected a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave to [this] day.

Galatians 4:19 (JND) [19] my children, of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you:

Matthew 16:21 (JND) [21] From that time Jesus began to shew to his disciples that he must go away to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised.

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

John 16:21 (JND) [21] A woman, when she gives birth to a child, has grief because her hour has come; but when the child is born, she no longer remembers the trouble, on account of the joy that a man has been born into the world.

1 Samuel 4:21 (JND) [21] And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel; because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father-in-law and her husband.

Numbers 6:2 (JND) [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah;

Lamentations 4:7 (JND) [7] Her Nazarites were purer than snow, whiter than milk; they were more ruddy in body than rubies, their figure was as sapphire.

1 Samuel 1:18 (JND) [18] And she said, Let thy bondwoman find grace in thy sight. And the woman went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more [as before].

Genesis 49:18 (JND) [18] I wait for thy salvation, O Jehovah.

Exodus 15:17 (JND) [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.

Genesis 30:25 (JND) [25] And it came to pass when Rachel had borne Joseph, that Jacob said to Laban, Send me away, that I may go to my place and to my country.

Genesis 35:17 (JND) [17] And it came to pass when it went hard with her in her childbearing, that the midwife said to her, Fear not; for this also is a son for thee.

Ephesians 3:14 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ],



THE WORD OF GOD

J. D. Gray 

Luke 12: 54–59; 8: 5–15; 2 Kings 5: 1–6, 8–11, 13, 14; 1 Peter 1: 22–25; 2: 1–3; Hebrews 4: 11–13 

I want to say something with the Lord’s help about the word of God, how it becomes an instrument for us which leads to our blessing. This scripture has registered itself with me, particularly this sentence, “how is it then that ye do not discern this time?” The Lord is adapting the word to meet His audience. He says, in speaking to the Jewish nation, “Woe unto you, for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, but your fathers killed them”. Luke 11: 47. He is desiring to arrest them from the pathway in which they were; He uses this very homely illustration of forecasting the weather. It says, “When ye see a cloud rising out of the west, straightway ye say, A shower is coming ... And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, There will be heat ... Hypocrites”. How incisive the divine word is for all of us. The Lord discerns the state of their soul, and in these persons to whom He is speaking there is a hypocritical state. I understand that to mean that they were deceived, and willing to be deceived. What a state they were in! So they were unable to discern the time that was available to them; for the Jew it was the presentation of the Messiah; they were not able to discern that. 

Also the Lord shows that it was not fixed yet. At the present time things are not fixed, there is still time for reconciliation. It says here, “For as thou goest with thine adverse party before a magistrate, strive in the way to be reconciled with him”. The adverse party in this scripture is God; there is an opportunity to be reconciled with God for those who are listening to the Lord’s word. There is no need for them to be cast into prison. The Lord Jesus is seeking to arrest them, in the day of grace there is opportunity. The Lord would encourage us not to leave things till the judgment-seat of the Christ; I am speaking of matters in the testimony, matters that affect me personally or you personally; there is time to settle them with the Lord, or with the saints, the time is now. It says, “as thou goest with thine adverse party”. Every man is on the way with God to the ultimate, that is to the judgment; every man is on the way to the Judge; every believer is on the way to the judgment-seat. The judgment-seat does not involve condemnation, but it may involve adjustment. The present time is a time of change, you can change your state, you can change these matters that affect you; I can change matters that affect me. It is a time of reconciliation, both Godward and manward. Why do I 

not discern this time? How testing that is; testing for all of us in this room—“how is it then that ye do not discern this time?” I leave this word with you. The Lord would use it to exercise you, and to exercise me. 

How is it? There is a state in my soul which could come about through allowing my heart to be deceived, so that I do not discern where the Lord is, but that state need not continue. The Spirit of God is available to us through self-judgment. The Lord is saying that there is no need to wait till the judgment-seat, you are on the way, the way of grace. How good it is to make use of grace; grace in my heart, grace in your heart, so that it brings us round to the confession of our sins. The grace of God carries with it salvation for all men; it brings us round to the confession of our sins. A good line to resolve matters is the confession of our sins. Leave the other party to their matters, confess your own sins; that is what the Lord would say to me and say to you; be reconciled both Godward and manward. 

In Luke 8, what I had in mind was that the Lord sows the word, the seed. It can only produce of its kind. The seed falls into our hearts, and it finds certain conditions in them. I am not speaking about this in an absolute way as to eternal loss and eternal gain, but morally, it finds certain conditions. It finds turmoil by the wayside, carelessness, casualness. It finds shallowness in the rocky places where there is an element of joy in my heart receiving the word, but I am not prepared to work it out through my conscience; my conscience is unaffected. It finds a state of soul choked by other means, affairs of this life whatever they may be, that produces nothing. It finds the good ground. I would appeal to all of us that is our responsibility, it is not the Lord’s responsibility. The Lord in that sense is not responsible for the condition of your soul and my soul. I and you are responsible for the conditions of our soul, that is the soil. The Lord sows the seed, the word of God is the seed. How precious to be within an area 

where the word of God can fall into my heart. I say to us all, young and old. What condition is in your soul this afternoon? What condition would the word of God find as seeking to find a lodging place where it can fructify and develop of its kind, develop Christ in your heart? 

What condition is in your soul? What condition is in my soul? The Lord knows the conditions in my soul, and He knows the conditions in your soul. What a test for each of us to take account of the conditions in our souls, as to whether the good ground is there, or whether there is a state that relates to turmoil and cares, shallowness and failure to work out the word with the Lord, conscience unaffected, joy in the word of the Lord but not prepared for the exercises that come up. It says “in time of trial fall away”. How do we do in the time of trial? 

Do we fall away, that is go back to the Adam line of things, fallen man? There is no need for that where there is exercise with the Lord. The Spirit of God would prepare the ground in your soul, where there is a desire to be emptied of everything in relation to self, then the word of God can fructify. 

It is very searching in exercises that come up amongst us, as to how much am I affected by my own thinking. How much am I available to the word of God to allow it to fructify in my soul, and bring about the divine intent in my soul? That is what I wanted to leave with you in regard to the parable of the sower. What is the state of soul the word of God finds? The Lord knows the state of soul in every one. Thank God for all who are here; thank God for an exercise that brings us under the sound of the divine word; the divine word is the Scriptures. I may comment and say a few things, but the divine word is the Scriptures. At the beginning of a preaching, the beginning of a reading, the beginning of an address we read the Scriptures; that is the word. I may comment and say a few things but the word is the Scriptures; it is a searching word because it is God’s word. The seed is the word of God. He has in mind that seed should fructify and I say again that it can only 

produce of its kind; it is a divine principle right from the outset. The apple tree only produces apples, and the pear tree only produces pears; God said that in Genesis 1. The word of God only produces morally what is after its kind. It will not produce anything that is related to fallen man; it will produce what is of the Spirit of God, but it needs conditions to bring about its fructification. I say again. What are the conditions in my soul now, presently? I say this to myself and to all. Is my mind affected by my thinking or am I prepared for the word of God to fructify? Is the soil good because the Spirit of God in my soul has brought about a state of self-judgment to allow God’s word to fructify and produce whatever it would produce? How blessed what it produces—Christ in the soul. 

In 2 Kings 5 Naaman was a great man and he was used of God, but he was a leper. It might seem a contradiction in terms because it says, “Naaman ... was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, but a leper”. Some way or other he had allowed sin in the flesh to work in his soul. 

It seems to me there must have been a departure with Naaman from what he was for God had given deliverance by him, but now he is a leper; he had allowed sin in the flesh to work in his soul and that is disastrous. If you or I allow sin in the flesh to work it is disastrous. 

Nevertheless, he is concerned about the state of his soul. Do you have concern about the state of your soul? If I had a concern about the state of my soul would I allow what is carnal? 

Would I drop back to allow sin in the flesh to work, a carnal state? Carnal state only relates to a believer. It is a term that is used to show that the believer, instead of being spiritual, has dropped back to rely on the flesh and to human thinking; that is what Naaman had done. He became concerned about it, he knew he was a leper, he knew that sin was operating in his flesh, he came to that conclusion. What a conclusion to come to if it is true! 

So the little maid brings in the word of God, and this is what I want to come to; she said, “Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy”. Am I prepared for the word of God? Naaman was not really prepared for the word of God; he discussed matters with his lord, the king of Syria, and he goes to the king of Israel; he goes with gold and silver and changes of raiment. He thought he could add to matters, but anything that he could add was of no value in God’s sight. We have to come to it, that what we could add is of no value in God’s sight. He did not obey the word of God to go to the prophet; he went to the king. Then when he comes to the prophet, he thought the prophet would have come out and made a great display, which would only have exacerbated the condition. The prophet sent a messenger saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean”. Naaman was not prepared for the word of God. Not prepared! It is a solemn state; we should be exercised by that. Are we prepared for the word of God? In matters of personal exercise, in matters of assembly exercise, the word of God comes. Naaman was wroth, it did not suit him. What a state develops in his soul, he was wroth on account of the word of God, but counsel comes in. 

Many of us have been thankful for counsel. Will he listen to counsel? His servants said, “My father, if the prophet had bidden thee do some great thing ...?” He listens to counsel that brings him round to the word of God. The word of God has his salvation in mind. I appeal to each of us to listen to the word of God and to listen to counsel. There are those that scripture speaks of as spiritual, able to restore (Galatians 6: 1). They have been through the exercises. 

There are such persons available to each of us; they have been available to some of us in our histories. They have been through exercises that we were called to face and they were able to restore; where wrath existed they helped to bring 

about complacency and restfulness in the divine word, the word of the Lord. The word of the Lord carries authority, and it carries blessing for us. It carried blessing for Naaman the Syrian when he listened to it; counsel prevailed. The word says, “ye who are spiritual restore such a one ... considering thyself lest thou also be tempted”. These were the persons who counselled Naaman, his servants, subordinate to him, but able to counsel him. They regarded him with the dignity that belonged to him—“My father, if the prophet had bidden thee do some great thing”. The Lord is not asking us to do great things. He is asking us to take a low place, Wash in the Jordan and be clean. It refers to the death of Christ. 

The death of Christ removed everything related to Naaman after the flesh, and he comes out in a new condition. How blessed that condition is. Naaman is born of incorruptible seed, as it says, “being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the living and abiding word of God”, 1 Peter 1: 23. What a birth! Naaman was a changed man. He is a man who is prepared to have his altar of earth. He takes back two mules’ burden of this earth. That may be mysterious to the young people, but it refers to Exodus 20 where every man has to have his altar of earth. That is, you approach God knowing what you are after the flesh, how He has cleansed you to approach Him. Let lowliness mark us relating to our histories. A man with the altar of earth remembers what he was and what he is; yet through divine operations his heart has been cleansed, so that he can take account that he has been born again, not of corruptible seed; but of incorruptible seed by the living and abiding word of God. That seed will only produce Christ. Something is wrought in your heart that is abiding and incorruptible. The work of God in the soul cannot be corrupted. Let us lay hold of that; what an encouragement to us as believers in the Lord Jesus. That which has been wrought in your soul is incorruptible because it relates to God; what God does is not 

corruptible, and it is done by His word. Allow the word of God to search your heart and soul. 

Naaman is an example of this, he was born again not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible, by the living and abiding word of God. He desired, in going back to Syria, to be preserved from idolatry. He represents a believer who is conscious that he needs strength to face the exercises that come upon him as coming round to obedience to the word of God. 

So the apostle Peter says here, “desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord is good”. Before that he says, “Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrites and envyings and all evil speakings”. Let us lay them aside. The time for those things is done. Let us lay them aside. 

Let us finish with them. There is no profit on those lines, but “as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word”. Every exercise the Lord puts us through has in mind gain for our souls. He may take ways that are or seem to be strange; it says in Romans 11, “O depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways!” (Romans 11: 33). What ways He takes! His way is in the sea, the scripture says (Psalm 77: 19). He has taken you the way He has to bring out something in your soul through exercise, to bring you to Himself. He would bring you to Himself if you are willing to be brought. He would bring you to desire the pure mental milk of the word. Come to a judgment of what is related to the flesh and finish with it! It applies to every one of us. Feed on the pure mental milk of the word, it will build us up, and grow up by it to salvation, if indeed we have tasted that the Lord is good. Have we not tasted that the Lord is good? I think everybody in this room could say that they have tasted that the Lord is good. Let us be those kind of persons. 

So it says in Hebrews 4, “Let us therefore use 

diligence to enter into that rest”. We want to enter into rest; what a state! Enter into rest, rest for our souls! Scripture refers to people who did not enter into rest, the rest of God. It then says, “that no one may fall after the same example of not hearkening to the word”. Let every one of us accept the word of God for ourselves. Then, “not hearkening to the word”—let it come home to each one of us, whether we are in that state of not hearkening to the word, or whether we are available and hearkening to the word. It is the word of God, it carries blessing for us, this scripture brings that out. The word of God is a discerner; only God’s word could be a discerner, there is no other word in this world that could be a discerner; it discerns between soul and spirit, it gets into your inwards, your moral being, helping you and me. It is like a light shining within me for my blessing. It is not exactly for God’s use although apparently God uses it; “And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”. What is working in your motives, that is the soul, working in your soul; searching your affections, the direction of your affections, your spirit also, searching out your mind, your intelligent faculty; the word of God searches them, searches the thoughts and intents of the heart. Before they have been expressed the word of God does that, it does it now, searches, how we sit under ministry searches out the thoughts and intents of the heart. What are my thoughts? What is my intent? 

What am I developing in the thoughts of my mind and intents of my heart? Is it in line with the word of God? The word of God does that, but it does it according to God; it does not do it according to man. The word of God is operative, it is operated by God; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, and divides between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

It does one other thing, it brings you into His presence; “there is not a creature unapparent before 

him; but all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”—it brings you into His presence, and there you have to do with God. If I allow the word of God to operate in my soul it is a blessing, it will preserve me in the enjoyment of life among the family of God. It will preserve me in relation to that life, the life which is in Christ Jesus. 

What a life it is, the life which is in Christ Jesus! I appeal to all of us to be exercised. If we allow the word of God to search us, it will search us, and it will keep us right. It is a discerner, you are not a discerner; the word of God is a discerner. I am the subject of the discerning. If I allow the word of God to search me I will be kept because I have a guide that is surer than myself; that is the word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit. May the Lord help us through these few remarks, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Brechin
26 September 1998 

 


Scripture references

Luke 12:54-59 (JND) [54] And he said also to the crowds, When ye see a cloud rising out of the west, straightway ye say, A shower is coming; and so it happens. [55] And when [ye see] the south wind blow, ye say, There will be heat; and it happens. [56] Hypocrites, ye know how to judge of the appearance of the earth and of the heaven; how [is it then that] ye do not discern this time? [57] And why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right? [58] For as thou goest with thine adverse party before a magistrate, strive in the way to be reconciled with him, lest he drag thee away to the judge, and the judge shall deliver thee to the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison. [59] I say unto thee, Thou shalt in no wise come out thence until thou hast paid the very last mite.

Luke 8:5-15 (JND) [5] The sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the way, and it was trodden under foot, and the birds of the heaven devoured it up; [6] and other fell upon the rock, and having sprung up, it was dried up because it had not moisture; [7] and other fell in the midst of the thorns, and the thorns having sprung up with [it] choked it; [8] and other fell into the good ground, and having sprung up bore fruit a hundredfold. As he said these things he cried, He that has ears to hear, let him hear. [9] And his disciples asked him [saying], What may this parable be? [10] And he said, To you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest in parables, in order that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. [11] But the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. [12] But those by the wayside are those who hear; then comes the devil and takes away the word from their heart that they may not believe and be saved. [13] But those upon the rock, those who when they hear receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a time, and in time of trial fall away. [14] But that that fell where the thorns were, these are they who having heard go away and are choked under cares and riches and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to perfection. [15] But that in the good ground, these are they who in an honest and good heart, having heard the word keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

2 Kings 5:1-14 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. [4] And he went and told his lord saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. [5] And the king of Syria said, Well! go, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand [shekels] of gold, and ten changes of raiment. [6] And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, And now, when this letter comes to thee, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest cure him of his leprosy. [7] And it came to pass when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his garments, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man sends to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeks an occasion against me. [8] And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his garments, that he sent to the king, saying, Why hast thou rent thy garments? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel. [9] And Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the doorway of the house of Elisha. [10] And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. [11] And Naaman was wroth, and went away and said, Behold, I thought, He will certainly come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper. [12] Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them and be clean? And he turned and went away in a rage. …

1 Peter 1:22-25 (JND) [22] Having purified your souls by obedience to the truth to unfeigned brotherly love, love one another out of a pure heart fervently; [23] being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by [the] living and abiding word of God. [24] Because all flesh [is] as grass, and all its glory as [the] flower of grass. The grass has withered and [its] flower has fallen; [25] but the word of [the] Lord abides for eternity. But this is the word which in the glad tidings [is] preached to you.

1 Peter 2:1-3 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good.

Hebrews 4:11-13 (JND) [11] Let us therefore use diligence to enter into that rest, that no one may fall after the same example of not hearkening to the word. [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart. [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

Luke 11:47 (JND) [47] Woe unto you, for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, but your fathers killed them.

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

2 Kings 5 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper. [2] And the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife. [3] And she said to her mistress, Oh, would that my lord were before the prophet that is in Samaria! then he would cure him of his leprosy. …

Galatians 6:1 (JND) [1] Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest *thou* also be tempted.

1 Peter 1:23 (JND) [23] being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by [the] living and abiding word of God.

Exodus 20 (JND) [1] And God spoke all these words, saying, [2] I am Jehovah thy God, who have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. [3] Thou shalt have no other gods before me. …

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

Romans 11:33 (JND) [33] O depth of riches both of [the] wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable his judgments, and untraceable his ways!

Psalms 77:19 (JND) [19] Thy way is in the sea, and thy paths are in the great waters; and thy footsteps are not known.

Hebrews 4 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. …



IN CHRIST JESUS

A. J. Gaskin 

2 Timothy 1: 1, 9, 13; 2: 1, 10; 3: 12 

Paul’s second letter to Timothy is of special interest as his last communication before his death. In his first letter he addresses him as his true child in faith, but in this valedictory letter he speaks of him as his beloved child, and six times he uses the expression “In Christ Jesus”. 

He says, “according to promise of life, the life which is in Christ Jesus”. It brings on to view another Man, the Man Christ Jesus in whom the promises of God are assured, for in Him is the yea and the amen. How very sure is everything that is in Christ Jesus! Peter speaks of the greatest and precious promises which have been given to us that through these ye may become partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1: 4). Christ Jesus 

is first of all the Christ, the anointed Man, singled out by God as fully able to carry out every divine purpose with dignity and distinction, and to complete all to His glory, and at the same time it is coupled with His blessed personal name, the name of Jesus. In 2 Timothy 1: 9 it is 

“according to his own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus”. It is obviously all on the divine side, but we come into it for our blessing, for it is given to us in Christ Jesus. That purpose goes back before the ages of time. How infinitely great are those divine purposes! In verse 13 the practical need for an outline of sound words is brought in. 

We can understand that Timothy could have stored up the apostle’s teaching in his memory and especially in his heart. These words are to be believed, for they are to be “in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus”. 

In 2 Timothy 2 we are reminded of the “grace which is in Christ Jesus”. The apostle delights to bring in these blessed attributes which are in Christ Jesus. How beautifully they were displayed in that blessed One—“full of grace and truth”. They were displayed even in the presence of hatred, scorn and derision. Now they are livingly expressed as being in Christ Jesus. In verse 10 it is “salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory”. Who but He, the Saviour of the world as the Samaritans in John 4 could call Him, the true Joseph, could bring in such salvation. Apart from Him everything would have been lost. And who could tell the price that was paid? It was His precious blood shed on Calvary’s cross. What eternal glory was secured as a result of that tremendous transaction. All those precious attributes are to be seen livingly in those who “desire to live piously in Christ Jesus”, but that faithfulness will involve persecution. But the promise of life, purpose and grace, faith and love, grace, salvation with eternal glory, are greater compensation for they are experienced as in Christ Jesus. May our faith in that blessed Person be greatly strengthened as it is eternally secured in Christ Jesus. 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:1-13 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus, [2] to Timotheus, [my] beloved child: grace, mercy, peace, from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, [4] earnestly desiring to see thee, remembering thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; [5] calling to mind the unfeigned faith which [has been] in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and in thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded that in thee also. [6] For which cause I put thee in mind to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God; [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings; [11] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of [the] nations. [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. …

2 Timothy 2:1-10 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier. [5] And if also any one contend [in the games], he is not crowned unless he contend lawfully. [6] The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits. [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things. [8] Remember Jesus Christ raised from among [the] dead, of [the] seed of David, according to my glad tidings, [9] in which I suffer even unto bonds as an evil-doer: but the word of God is not bound. [10] For this cause I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that *they* also may obtain the salvation which [is] in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

2 Timothy 3:12 (JND) [12] And all indeed who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

2 Peter 1:4 (JND) [4] through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of [the] divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

2 Timothy 1:9 (JND) [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time,

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …



EXTRACTS

F.E.R. 

The great importance is the circumstance which brought him to Philippi; the vision of a man of Macedonia. I mark the results at Philippi by what comes out in the epistle. 

The true measure of a thing is the moral depth, not the superficial area. What comes out at the close of chapter 6 (2 Corinthians 6) is that the saints could not get the benefit of the ministry, because they were not clear of associations. It is the same today; they do not get the benefit of the ministry, they are hindered by social links, etc. It is very remarkable the way in which he speaks of the saints here, of being in unequal yoke with unbelievers, etc. Believers are really described as ‘righteousness’, ‘light’, ‘Christ’, ‘believers’ and the ‘temple of God’; they were that here. They did not understand the gravity of it all, but all these things were presented in the saints; if they were here at all, they were in the saints, and so it is now. 

J.S.O. 

There is an important note in the New Translation to verse 14, ‘unequally’ is consequence but not stated in the text, which says ‘diversely’ referring to the levitical law, which forbade different animals to be yoked together; Deuteronomy 22: 10. 

F.E.R. 

Exactly. The saints are not alive to what is expressed in them. We want the consciousness of what we are subjectively. 

D.L.H. 

You could not have the subjective if you had not the objective? 

F.E.R. 

The true objective is really God; the subjective is the reflection of the objective. 

We have to meet things here with the subjective, not with the objective. If the Corinthians had been alive to what was expressed in them, they would not have tampered with things in the world. Everything is to be after the image of Him that created it. The Creator is objective, but image is subjective. It is like a man looking into a pool of water—he sees himself. The apostle wanted to awaken the saints at Corinth, as to what was expressed in them so that they should not maintain links 

inconsistent with it. Righteousness is the first lesson you learn about God. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 10, pp.432, 433) 

I think Enoch had faith as to his translation. What I mean is that God gave him light about it. 

Man could not have faith if God did not give him light, man cannot originate faith—if a man believes, he believes because God has given him light as to things. It is stated in commenting on Enoch, “Without faith it is impossible to please him”. Light may be presented to people and not accepted, but they cannot please God without it. Faith is the first principle as to pleasing God; we believe “that he is”, we do not arrive at it by reasoning. God has been pleased to make Himself known, and therefore it is by faith we reach the result that God “is”; that is, He exists, and is the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. Those are the first principles of faith. I might say one word further, and that is, God’s reward is not connected with this world; He brings in His reward outside of the world. Enoch was translated, and so it is in regard to the church. I do not expect any reward from God in connection with this course of the world. Moses got no reward in connection with this world. He died without entering the promised land, but “he had respect unto the recompense of the reward”. God’s reward comes in outside of the world. God does not come in to make a man distinguished in this world, but He has a reward for the man that seeks Him. I think that is our position; we believe that God is; and that God is the rewarder of those that diligently seek Him. God has pleasure in being sought of man, and will reward those that seek Him. That is the first principle of God’s dealings in grace with men. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 12, p.435) 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] But [as] fellow-workmen, we also beseech that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:) [3] giving no manner of offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed; …

Deuteronomy 22:10 (JND) [10] Thou shalt not plough with an ox and an ass together.
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