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“AS FOR ME”

Psalm 89:27;  Job 19:25;  Psalm 73:28;  Psalm 17:15

Each of these scriptures speak of “as to me” or “as for me”.  The first one is God speaking typically of Christ.  Whatever men think of Christ, whatever men have done to Christ, God is saying, in type, of Christ, “as to me, I will make him firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth”.  The other three scriptures are men speaking, and I find it very attractive that these persons should say “as for me”.  Whatever anyone else says, or does, or thinks, they said “as for me”.  Job said, “as for me, I know that my Redeemer liveth”.

The Lord Jesus came here in lowliness.  The magi said that they were looking for the One who was born King, and they found Him (Matt.2:11).  His earthly people generally rejected Jesus, but the magi were Gentiles and they appreciated Him.  He was King.  In Zechariah it says that Jerusalem would rejoice, because “thy King cometh to thee: he is just”, Zech.9:9.  He would be lowly, and come to them in a lowly way, “even upon a colt”.  Jesus came in as a lowly King, different from all others, but a day is coming when all kings will acknowledge Him as King of kings and Lord of lords.

“And as to me, I will make him firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth” is what God will do with Christ – He will give Him the highest public place.  “I will make him firstborn”, that is the pre-eminent One.  This verse refers to what is yet future, but God has already highly exalted Jesus; that is what God has done with this Man.  Men rejected Him.  He was the stone which the builders cast away as worthless (1 Pet.2:7).  The prominent religious men at the time rejected Him, but God raised Jesus, exalted Him and made Him Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36).  Irrespective of what men did to Him, God did what He delighted to do with His beloved Son.  Men put Him to death, but God raised Him.  God does what He will; that is like what is said here, “as to me”.  It was a righteous thing for God to raise Christ, to exalt Him and give Him the highest place in heaven.  I love this thought, “as to me”.  God always does what is right.  He exalted Christ and made Him Lord and Christ, crowned Him with glory and honour.  That is what God has done with Christ, with that one Man.

Jesus came to this world.  How wonderful was the incarnation; “today a Saviour has been born to you in David’s city, who is Christ the Lord”, Luke 2:11.  How personally great He is!  He came here, and it was as though His pathway was a pathway to heaven, but He had to go by way of death.  God’s thought was that He should be on this earth for thirty-three and a half years, but Jesus has been nearly two thousand years in heaven, crowned with glory and honour, and available as a Saviour for sinners because of what God has done with Him.  Satan was against Him all the time when He was here, as was seen in the temptations, but Jesus defeated Satan.  In the first two chapters of Job, God allowed Satan to test Job in every way possible, but Satan was defeated by Job because Job would not curse God.  After the second chapter in Job, Satan is never mentioned in the book again.  He was defeated by Job, although not in the way that Christ defeated Satan – Jesus completely defeated him.  Satan has always tried to keep men away from God and turn their affections from the Lord Jesus and from God.  He thought that he had secured a victory when he caused Adam and Eve to sin, and he thought he had a greater victory when Christ was put on the cross and crucified.  God had said to the serpent that the seed of the woman, which is a reference to the Lord Jesus, would “crush thy head”, Gen.3:15.  The Lord Jesus did that.  Satan did not take into account the significance of the death of Christ, and how God was coming in to secure man for Himself.  Despite his wiles, Satan did not think of that; he was defeated.

The glad tidings go out from where Christ is in His present position, so that men, women and children might be secured for God, recovered to God through the work of Christ.  Job said, “as for me, I know that my Redeemer liveth”.  What light that man had!  There may have been many others like him – we do not know – but we know that Job said, “as for me, I know that my Redeemer liveth”.  Paul affirmed that Jesus was living (Acts 25:19).  The religious view was that Jesus was dead and that the cross had been the last they would see of him, but Paul wrote, “I know whom I have believed” 2 Tim.1:12.  No one could change Paul’s mind as to that.  So Job said, “as for me, I know that my Redeemer liveth”, and that is the truth.  The Lord Jesus is a glorious, living Man in heaven.  

I love that expression, “as for me”.  Have you a link with Him?  Irrespective of what others do, irrespective of what the crowds in the world think, can you say, “as for me”?  I know that I have a link with the Lord Jesus.  Do you?  It is a tremendously important thing to be definite and know that you have a personal link with Him by faith, know that He is your Saviour, know that He has saved you from the penalty of your sins and know that He is your Lord.  The angel said, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”, Matt.1:21.  Can you say, As for me, I know the Lord Jesus.  How stabilising it is that you are His and His forever and you belong to Him.  You need definiteness in how you arrive at these things, in having to do with the Lord Jesus.  You come to a definite point, when you can say, ‘As for me, I know …’.

Paul had an encounter with the Lord Jesus.  No one could change Paul’s mind about that, no matter how much it caused him to suffer.  One person, Festus, called him mad (Acts 26:24) but that did not change Paul.  He just kept on expressing God’s grace towards him.  Paul desired that all in that auditorium would be as he was, except for his bonds.  Saying “as for me” is a very individual matter.  We all must have that individual transaction with God, and with the Lord Jesus, so that you have this definite surety in your soul that you know Him as your Saviour and as your Redeemer.  There is now far more light available than Job had.  The Lord Jesus has actually been here and accomplished the work of redemption.  It was not so in Job’s time, but he had this light: “I know that my Redeemer liveth”.  And he looked for a mediator; he said, “As for me, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and the Last, he shall stand upon the earth”.  “The Last …”; no one will hinder God from bringing in blessing for men as He has purposed.  God will have the last word; He will do what He wants to do and what He has set His heart upon.  He set his heart upon securing the affections of men, women and children who put their faith in Jesus. 

Job was convicted; he knew that there was a living Redeemer.  Jesus, that blessed One, came here into manhood.  God celebrated the time when the Lord Jesus came in; He had said prophetically, “Thou art my Son: this day have I begotten thee”, Acts 13:33.  What a day in the history of time it was when that blessed Person of the Godhead came into this scene as a Babe.  Jesus went through His pathway here, despised and left alone of men.  How God appreciated Him.  It was as though God would say, As to me, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”, Luke 3:22.  God made that known publicly.  Jesus went to the cross and suffered and died.  He suffered under the hand of God.  God is a holy God, a righteous God, and Jesus suffered there as made sin by God.  The sins of all who believe were laid upon Him; it could be said that “Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all”, Isa.53:6.  The Lord Jesus suffered there on the cross, held by love – love for you, dear friend, and love for His God.  He suffered there, He bore the full weight of God’s judgment against sin and sins, and Jesus exhausted that judgment and emerged from it, the judgment having been completely exhausted, leaving God’s grace for men.  So the glad tidings go out, and there is no judgment for all who place their faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, in His work and in His shed blood.  

Then God raised Him from among the dead; that is what God did with that blessed Man.  He raised Him and exalted Him.  No one could hinder God in doing that.  The resurrection was altogether secret; there was no interfering hand there.  Many saw Him afterwards, but the resurrection was done in secret, between God and Jesus alone.  God raised Him and then He exalted Him to His right hand.  That is what God has done with Christ, and with no other one.  God has set Him there, and Jesus is available to you, dear friend, as your Saviour, your Redeemer, your Lord.

Job was brought to repentance.  God put him through tests and spoke to him and brought him to repentance.  We all have to be brought to repentance.  God enjoins repentance (Acts 17:30).  Why does God enjoin you to repent?  He knows you are a sinner.  He commands you to repent because He has forgiveness for you.  It is one of the great blessings of the glad tidings that the repentant sinner knows the forgiveness of God, all based on the finished work of the Lord Jesus.  Do you have that?  Do you know, dear friend, the forgiveness of sins?  That is a blessing which God would delight to dispense to you.  It is based on faith in the work of Christ and repentance towards God.  Then the Holy Spirit would give you the certainty of it – the joy of forgiveness of sins.  What a blessing it is – all your sins forgiven, completely cleared, as far as the east is from the west (Ps.103:12); your sins cast into the depths of the sea (Mic.7:19), gone for ever!  You can be free and have joy and peace with God, in your relations with God, and you can know for yourself a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus.  

In Psalm 73, we get this expression again, “as for me”.  The writer is a type of a believer.  He saw that unbelievers seemed to get on well and prosper, and he was upset about that, he could not understand it.  In verse 2, he wrote “But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked”.  He was honest, but then he was brought to this: “But as for me, it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord Jehovah, that I may declare all thy works”.  That speaks to us typically of a relationship with God and with the Lord Jesus.  “But as for me”; others may not have that relationship, but for me I know that it is good, I know that it is the way of blessing, I know that it is the way of safety as a believer in the Lord Jesus.  “But as for me, it is good for me to draw near to God”.  God has come near to us in the person of Christ.  Asaph came to it that it was good for him to draw near to God, to have to do with God.  

You can have to do with divine Persons for yourself as a believer on the Lord Jesus.  “I have put my trust in the Lord Jehovah”; what is there that the Lord cannot do?  “My flesh and my heart faileth” (v.26); we might feel like that at times, and you might feel that your feet have almost slipped, almost gone, and that it would not take much for you to go the wrong way.  But Asaph said, “My flesh and my heart faileth: God is the rock of my heart and my portion for ever”.  Our hearts can feel like this.  We might get discouraged, depressed, down, when everything seems difficult, but this man came to it: “But as for me, it is good for me to draw near to God”.  What can God not do for you?  He knows our needs.  He knows our anxieties.  He knows what our troubles are.  We need to draw near to God and prove what He can do.  “I have put my trust in the Lord Jehovah”.  What power there is in the Lord Jesus to sustain us and keep us and guide us.  We all need to prove what God can be to us each one.  

Then Asaph said, “that I may declare all thy works”.  There is a testimony going out that you can be part of.  Another psalm says, “Come, hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul”, Ps.66:16.  In this Psalm 73, “that I may declare all thy works” is a testimony to what God had done for the psalmist.  Think about how much there is to say about the Lord Jesus and what He has done for you, about all His works.  He has done works that no other could ever do.  So just as this psalmist says, “But as for me, it is good for me to draw near to God”, so it is good for every one of us to draw near to God, to have to do with Him continually, to prove His sustaining grace.  God would say, As to me; I have exalted Christ.  Christ did not glorify Himself.  He did not make Himself our High Priest, but He was called by God and God put Him in that position of High Priest (Heb.5:5).  Dear friend, you can prove His grace as you draw near to God by Him.  You can prove divine grace coming in and sustaining you in the pathway.  The Lord Jesus came here, He was on His way to heaven and He has been there for nearly two thousand years.  He is awaiting the Father’s time when what we read of in Psalm 89 will actually come to pass, but He is available there now for persons to call upon Him, to draw near Him.

I read in Psalm 17 because we get the expression again; “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness”.  The believer has a hope – we are not here for ever.   We may be taken one by one to be with the Lord Jesus, or when the Lord comes for all His own, all those who are alive, we might be among the living who remain (1 Thess.4:17).  But in any case, we will be satisfied when we have the Lord’s likeness.  Every right desire will be completely satisfied then.  God’s purpose for us will be completely brought to pass then.  In a moment, the living will be changed, the dead in Christ will be raised and we will have bodies of glory like unto His own body of glory (Phil.3:21).  Think of awaking with His likeness.  That is the hope of the believer, “the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”, Phil.3:14.  Paul was stretching out for that, longing for it.  How Paul had suffered, what discipline he had known.  All that he went through must have told on his body, but he will be satisfied when he awakes with the likeness of Christ.  

That is God’s full thought in the gospel.  Divine light comes to us in the gospel.  We are not here for ever; the Lord Jesus told His own before He left, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”, John 14:3.  Then we will be in His likeness, we will be in the Father’s house.  Do you have this sure hope?  Is this what you are longing for – to be with Christ for ever?  It is all on the basis of grace, and not on the basis of our merit or efforts.  How could we possibly give ourselves a body of glory?  It is grace from God’s side that we will all be like Christ.  We are being formed after Him here; the blessed Holy Spirit is operating in that way, to keep our affections set on that One.  Each one of us needs to say, “As for me”.  There is a definiteness in that, a surety that nothing will change.  One psalmist said, “lead me in the way everlasting” (Ps.139:24), that is in a pathway in which you do not need to change course.  Do you have a sense that you are on the right pathway?  This is the end of the way everlasting, to be with Christ in glory.  Thank God that we have that hope, that we will be soon forever with the Lord Jesus.

May the Lord bless the word.

Preaching of the gospel, Dundee

14 January 2018

G.B. Grant




Scripture references

Psalms 89:27 (JND) [27] And as to me, I will make him firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.

Job 19:25 (JND) [25] And [as for] me, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and the Last, he shall stand upon the earth;

Psalms 73:28 (JND) [28] But as for me, it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord Jehovah, that I may declare all thy works.

Psalms 17:15 (JND) [15] As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.

Matthew 2:11 (JND) [11] And having come into the house they saw the little child with Mary his mother, and falling down did him homage. And having opened their treasures, they offered to him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

Zechariah 9:9 (JND) [9] Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion; shout, daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, thy King cometh to thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly and rIding upon an ass, even upon a colt the foal of an ass.

1 Peter 2:7 (JND) [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner,

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Luke 2:11 (JND) [11] for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David's city, who is Christ [the] Lord.

Genesis 3:15 (JND) [15] And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; he shall crush thy head, and thou shalt crush his heel.

Acts 25:19 (JND) [19] but had against him certain questions of their own system of worship, and concerning a certain Jesus who is dead, whom Paul affirmed to be living.

2 Timothy 1:12 (JND) [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Acts 26:24 (JND) [24] And as he answered for his defence with these things, Festus says with a loud voice, Thou art mad, Paul; much learning turns thee to madness.

Acts 13:33 (JND) [33] that God has fulfilled this to us their children, having raised up Jesus; as it is also written in the second psalm, *Thou* art my Son: this day have *I* begotten thee.

Luke 3:22 (JND) [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Acts 17:30 (JND) [30] God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent,

Psalms 103:12 (JND) [12] As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

Micah 7:19 (JND) [19] He will yet again have compassion on us, he will tread under foot our iniquities: and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

Psalms 66:16 (JND) [16] Come, hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul.

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

Hebrews 5:5 (JND) [5] Thus the Christ also has not glorified himself to be made a high priest; but he who had said to him, *Thou* art my Son, *I* have to-day begotten thee.

Psalms 89 (JND) [1] {An instruction. Of Ethan the Ezrahite.} I will sing of the loving-kindness of Jehovah for ever; with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness from generation to generation. [2] For I said, Loving-kindness shall be built up for ever; in the very heavens wilt thou establish thy faithfulness. [3] I have made a covenant with mine elect, I have sworn unto David my servant: …

Psalms 17 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of David.} Hear the right, O Jehovah, attend unto my cry; give ear unto my prayer, which is not out of feigned lips. [2] Let my judgment come forth from thy presence, let thine eyes regard equity. [3] Thou hast proved my heart, thou hast visited me by night; thou hast tried me, thou hast found nothing: my thought goeth not beyond my word. …

Psalms 17 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of David.} Hear the right, O Jehovah, attend unto my cry; give ear unto my prayer, which is not out of feigned lips. [2] Let my judgment come forth from thy presence, let thine eyes regard equity. [3] Thou hast proved my heart, thou hast visited me by night; thou hast tried me, thou hast found nothing: my thought goeth not beyond my word. …

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Philippians 3:14 (JND) [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

Psalms 139:24 (JND) [24] And see if there be any grievous way in me; and lead me in the way everlasting.



CHRIST AS OUR HEAD

1 Corinthians 11:1-16;  John 12:1-8

I would like to say a little as to the practical bearing of the headship of Christ and its effect upon us.  Paul set out in 1 Corinthians 11 the public order of headship in creation, showing how it comes from God to Christ, then to man and to woman.  God set out in creation, and in His wisdom ordained, a public order that would be for every man’s benefit and blessing.  The believer is to know more fully that Christ is the Head of every man – that every man has a claim on Christ as his Head and can avail himself of that, for it is available to him.  There is great wisdom and resource in Christ; everything we need is in Him, and every man has the opportunity to avail himself of that resource of headship in Christ.  Believers come into the benefit of it especially by acknowledging and being subject to that blessed Man whom they have come to know as Head.  In Romans 5, we see that there was one man, Adam, who failed, but there is another Man, Christ, and believers see that this other Man is the key to their whole Christian histories and lives.  We see that there is another Man in heaven whom God has set up and established in a position not only of authority but of headship and influence.  I understand it to mean that believers are in Christ as Head; we can find everything we need in Christ.  All resource, all wisdom, all understanding and intelligence – everything that we need as before God we can find in that blessed One.

As we come to appreciate His headship in regard to collective experience, known in the assembly in Colossians, we see that the Lord Jesus provides stimulus and guidance and movement.  So in Colossians, you see that all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily, and it says “ye are complete in him”, Col.2:10.  That is a most remarkable statement, that the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily in Christ.  We know that in the Godhead there is what is unknowable and inscrutable, but the fulness involves what has been made knowable of the Godhead.  Everything that we can possibly know of God is not only there in Christ, but the fulness of the Godhead is available for the assembly to appropriate.  It is available for us to feed on and to enjoy for our help.  It is there substantially and bodily in Christ.  It is remarkable that all that God is, as available to us, is in Christ bodily.  The assembly is such a great vessel because it draws its resource from the Man in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwells, from Christ.

How great the thought of headship is therefore, and how substantial it becomes to believers as we grow in the truth of it, to see that everything is there in Christ before God.  He is there for us; He is our Head.  That means that He acts and is there on our behalf.  What a man Christ is!  Not just a Saviour, He is our Man, a Man before God; He is all that we need as resource. 

In Corinthians, we see the Spirit’s place in regard to headship.  We are baptised in the power of one Spirit into one body, and the Spirit is therefore available to us as our link with the living Head, merging us into the company of those who appreciate that headship as the body of Christ.  But nonetheless the Corinthians were disorderly.  They were coming together to eat the Lord’s supper and Paul had to say to them that they thought that they were partaking of the Lord’s supper, but actually they were not.  It was a solemn word to them, and when they received Paul’s epistle, it must have struck them.  They were coming on a Lord’s day morning to take the Lord’s supper, as they thought, and Paul was saying that actually they were not, they were just eating their own supper.  They were not appropriating the Lord’s supper in the way that they ought to have done, not partaking of it rightly.  That is an obligation that lies on all Christians.  You cannot take the Lord’s supper as you think you might, or as it suits you.  It leaves a very great responsibility on believers about whether we partake of the Lord’s supper rightly.  Some might want to partake of it on their terms, but the terms are laid out in Scripture and they set out all that is due to God.  We ought to be very careful, and to be exercised as to how we partake of the Lord’s supper.  Am I just going on with formality or am I doing it according to what Scripture lays out, according to God and in love for the Lord Jesus?  

Paul in seeking to adjust the Corinthians goes back to this matter of headship and creation.  He writes about how it works out in a practical way between man and woman.  In the ordering of God in creation, in the public order of things, God has created man, He has made men and women.  The thought of man according to God in Genesis 2 includes both man and woman, and in God’s created order of things, the man is to take a more responsible place.  That will not continue into eternity; there we will all be sons of God.  But the place that God has given man in the present ordering of creation is for their blessing, a place given that men and women should acknowledge, accept, and find blessing in.  We can see the disruption and dislocation that has come about in the world and even in Christendom through the lack of acknowledgment of that place and position of headship that God has given to man.  So these things set out God’s ordering for our blessing, but also that He should be made known, because headship has the aspect that it comes down from God through Christ and down to man, God being the great Head of all.  Despite the disruption of sin, Christ is Head, and believers can get the benefit of Him through His mediatorial position.  Then headship also has the sense in which the headship of Christ is involved in response towards God through the assembly.  What a full position Christ has taken in relation to men and to believers.  It is wonderful to see that.

The section in Corinthians is very interesting.  Paul says in verse 8, “For man is not of woman, but woman of man”.  He goes back to what happened in regard to Adam.  Adam was formed, and woman was built from the man.  Paul gives man the prominent place.  “For also man was not created for the sake of the woman, but woman for the sake of the man.  Therefore ought the woman to have authority on her head, on account of the angels”.  I wonder how much angels know about this.  We are of course speaking about angels that are not fallen, those that have been maintained in obedience to God.  They know obedience – angels are implicitly obedient, and God maintains them in that; but subjection is a matter of a definite attitude of mind.  Man in the position in which he has been placed knows that in a particular way; he recognises his place in this order of things.  Angels are not part of that created order; they are messengers or “ministering spirits”, Heb.1:14.  They are servants of God in that sense, but they are not set up as man is.

This scripture shows that the order of God in the creation of man and woman is to be known and worked out in the lives of believers.  Women are to acknowledge that they are to be subject to men, and men acknowledge that they are to be subject to Christ.  It would work out in the households of the saints, where these things would be known in a practical way.  Angels might see that a sister, a wife, was perhaps more intelligent or more capable than her husband, but nonetheless the wife would be subject to her husband as recognising the authority that God has placed in him.  Angels would see that this matter works out for the blessing of the household, and that the woman shines in her place.  She would have a glory because she was subject even though she might be more capable or intelligent.  What a glory that is.  An angel would recognise that, seeing too that the man would appreciate all that is in the woman and take his responsibility according to the ordering of God.  He would not shirk that responsibility or give it to somebody else, regarding it as the responsibility that had been given to him.  The angels can see the wisdom that God has placed in the order of creation, showing how perfect God’s wisdom is, in that another family of beings, in one sense greater than us creationally, can actually learn intelligence, can learn something of God’s wisdom in the simple examples of human life in the household.  That is a wonderful thing.

It shows how God can be represented in the very simple acts of human life – the husband and wife interacting, the children being subject to the parents, because in the Christian household when the children are there, the wife shares in headship.  The children are subject to her as they are subject to the father, because she shares in headship.  If the father is not there, she is to maintain headship in his absence.  This scripture shows the dignified position of woman.  It is a glory, and it is a wonderful thing that in the very simplest thing, the angels are looking on and apprehending and taking account of it.  They also see that women acknowledge it and have a token of their subjection on their heads on account of the angels.  It is a different word from a covering, it is a token of her acknowledgment of her place in the created sphere according to God in which she desires to glorify God by being subject to the man, recognising where God has placed authority.  In the simplicity of it, dear brethren, I see something of the great divine wisdom that God has placed in the human family for the practical working out of headship.

Then Paul says, “However, neither is woman without man, nor man without woman, in the Lord”.  The woman requires the man and man likewise requires the woman; they fill out their place that man on his own could never fill out.  You might say that man and woman augment each other, they fulfil the whole thought of man according to God.  It is wonderful to see how balanced and how beautiful Scripture is.  If there is anything that consistently makes me bow in wonder about divine things, it is the beautiful balance in every scripture that there is.  Every scripture is perfectly balanced in such a way that only the divine handiwork could provide.

Paul goes on to say; “Does not even nature itself teach you”.  Even when we go out into the world in public, all things are to be comely.  “But if any one think to be contentious, we have no such custom, nor the assemblies of God”.  In our private lives, in our public lives and in our local assembly life, there is this subjection, there is a lack of contention which makes it evident that there is a divine ordering acknowledged and taken account of.  These things are very simple, but they are affecting.  God has created another family of beings which is learning from our family life, our simple life here as believers acknowledging fully the headship and the glory of Christ.

John gives us another example.  This was a fine household in Bethany – Lazarus and Martha and Mary.  It was not perfect, but it was a good household.  They were committed to the testimony, to the local position.  This household would be a fine household to have in any locality.  At this point, the Lord had arrived at a certain end, because the previous chapter tells us the reason for Lazarus’s sickness, that the Son of God should be glorified by it.  There was a purpose in Lazarus’ illness and chapter 12 sets out the end result of the exercise that God had in mind to bring about from the illness and death of Lazarus.  There were difficulties and exercises; previously the Lord had been at the house and Martha was distracted with much service.  She had said to Him, “Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone?”, Luke 10:40.  We would have to say that she was not in the gain of headship at that point.  She said this to suggest to the Lord that He might sort the matter out; it was as if she did not recognise that the Head was there.  But Jesus was going to resolve matters according to His own wisdom, do it in His own way and in His own time.  The headship of Christ was available to meet every matter including that one.

The exercises of chapter 11 had been completed through death, you might say speaking figuratively, and they were settled there.  Now headship is known and it is wonderful that past grievances and other matters are settled.  Mary had always had the gain of headship in some sense; she sat at Jesus’ feet and listened to His word.  She got the gain of that Man.  Whatever He was saying, whatever His current word was, she received it.  He might say a different word next week, and she would still be sitting there, still receiving the Lord’s word.  She was one under the headship of Christ, getting the gain of everything that He said; intuitively knowing what was needed.  Here they are all settled, and they made Him a supper.  Another great feature of headship is that Christ is given the first place.  He was there, but there was no question of anyone being ill at ease.  Christ was made much of and He is to be made the most of.  It was not the Lord’s supper; the Lord has provided that for us now, but at Bethany, the exercise was that the Lord should be made much of.  There should be conditions in the locality, in the household, where the headship of Christ would be known.  Martha served, but she took her place and nothing was out of order; there were no grievances this time and the Lord had His place at table.  Lazarus had his place at table with them, and Mary took a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price and anointed the feet of Jesus, wiped His feet with her hair and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.  What a blessed matter!

Mary had something that she had gathered through exercise and she anointed the feet of her Saviour.  Her hair, her glory, all that you might say was hers rightfully, was used to wipe the Lord’s feet.  She said, as it were, ‘All my glory is nothing before Christ’.  She would give up anything that was due to her, because she wanted Christ to get everything, even her own glory.  Everything was yielded to Christ.  I remember when I was much younger, some of the older ones used to say, ‘There is someone who is in the good of headship’ – she had not cut her hair.  Mary used all she had to minister to that blessed Man.  She had everything in order, and she was suitably ready for this Man.

Judas complained about it, but what is notable is that Jesus said, “Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial”.  A brother said at the break, that despite all these times when the Lord had told the disciples that He was going to be killed and delivered up into the hands of men, the disciples never seemed to take it in.  Maybe in their fearful state, they just could not quite take in what was going to happen.  But Mary, representing figuratively the spiritual substance that there is in the saints, and in the gain of headship, was the one person who recognised that this Man was going on to death.  She brought in something spiritual, intelligent, an understanding of the glory of this blessed Man going into death.  What a wonderful thing, what a service for this sister to take on, and she recognised what was needed at the time.  Now was the time; she was not going to have another opportunity before Jesus’ death.  The company was there, and they were all in the gain of it.  In this spiritual atmosphere and company, she gave herself over to the Lord.  She anointed Him having a pound of ointment – no flask is mentioned here, it was herself – and she gave herself over to Him; the house was filled with the odour.  As in the gain of the headship of Christ, she fully expressed, in intelligence and subjection and affection for the Lord, all that was due to Him, and the whole company gained, the whole house was filled with the odour.  What was before everyone was Christ, the greatness of that blessed Man, the blessed Head.  Everyone there received the gain of it because of one spiritual sister who had the intelligence and affection to realise what was happening just at the time that He was going on to death.  

Mary had sat and listened at His feet, had been subject to Him.  It did not happen quickly, but there she was – her time had come.  She had been under the headship of Christ.  She had enjoyed and appreciated all that was in that blessed Man and now she affects the whole company.  So Jesus defends her, and maintains her right.  He says, “Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial; for ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always”.  The Lord appreciated it, and as the odour of the ointment filled the house, they all appreciated it.  She brought them all into the gain of the headship of this blessed Man, through her affection and intelligence in the things of God.

These things are open to us.  I feel limited as to what we can say about them, but nearness to Christ, affection for Christ, intelligence as to Him and what He is doing, are very spiritual matters.  They are needed to elevate and to magnify the greatness of this blessed Man in the hearts of us all, but they are also worked out in a very practical way in the households of the saints.  The subjection of the sisters, the subjection of brothers and all that we do as we live our lives – these things are all to magnify Christ, to maintain the order that is due to God in His own creation.

May we be affected by that for His name’s sake.

Address at Maidstone

9 December 2017

N.C. McKay




Scripture references

1 Corinthians 11:1-16 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. [4] Every man praying or prophesying, having [anything] on his head, puts his head to shame. [5] But every woman praying or prophesying with her head uncovered puts her own head to shame; for it is one and the same as a shaved [woman]. [6] For if a woman be not covered, let her hair also be cut off. But if [it be] shameful to a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, let her be covered. [7] For man indeed ought not to have his head covered, being God's image and glory; but woman is man's glory. [8] For man is not of woman, but woman of man. [9] For also man was not created for the sake of the woman, but woman for the sake of the man. [10] Therefore ought the woman to have authority on her head, on account of the angels. [11] However, neither [is] woman without man, nor man without woman, in [the] Lord. [12] For as the woman [is] of the man, so also [is] the man by the woman, but all things of God. …

John 12:1-8 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. [4] One of his disciples therefore, Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, who was about to deliver him up, says, [5] Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor? [6] But he said this, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief and had the bag, and carried what was put into [it]. [7] Jesus therefore said, Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial; [8] for ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Colossians 2:10 (JND) [10] and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority,

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Hebrews 1:14 (JND) [14] Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out for service on account of those who shall inherit salvation?

Luke 10:40 (JND) [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me.



WHAT HAST THOU IN THE HOUSE?”

Acts 16:15;  1 Kings 17:7-16;  2 Kings 4:1-7

I read the verse in Acts 16 because I was particularly interested in what Lydia said: “come into my house and abide there”.  There was a certain amount of faith involved in that.  Not only did she ask in relation to whether or not she had been judged to be faithful to the Lord, but she had the confidence and faith to say, “come into my house and abide there”.

In the scripture in 1 Kings, we see a widow woman who had lost her husband, and she was found to be faithful.  God directed Elijah to go there and he went and found that she was ready to die.  We can see that everything here in this world has been marked, and is marked, by death.  But it took the man of God to come and show her that there was something more than death in view.  He said to her, “Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand.  And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.  And Elijah said to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first”.  What is particularly interesting about this woman is how quickly she was willing to come under the authority of Elijah.  I think we will find in our own houses that, as we are willing to come under the authority of the Man Christ Jesus, we find out that there is food available that will see us all the way through.  The meal speaks of Christ and the oil speaks of the power of the Spirit of God.  That is why this house could be a house where Elijah could abide.  This woman fed Elijah for a full year; he abode there for a whole year and they were sustained – by what?  In type, they were sustained by feeding on Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Is that what is found in our houses?  Maybe it is there, and you do not even realise it.  Maybe you have more in your home than you know.  Maybe it would just take a little touch from the man of God to spur you on, for you to realise that, yes, Christ is there and you have power in the Holy Spirit to walk in newness of life in spite of what is going on around.  Do you know what was going on around this widow woman?  There was a famine, there was no food at all, there was not even food for the man of God.  You may think that the situation is absolutely hopeless, that we cannot go on any further, that everybody is going away.  No!  In her house there was everything she needed.  Christ in type was there.  She understood, as she had to do with the man of God, that there was food to enable her to go on.  What was going to be the fruit of it?  The woman and her son were going to be able to live.  Live just for now?  No, it was food that was going to sustain them through the famine.  This is a wilderness that we live in.  If you want to seek anything of Christianity in this world, you will find that it is sorely lacking; there is no food there at all.  As a matter of fact, you will die.  But then you see what was in the household, in that safe area.  There was the meal and there was the oil found there, and it was enough even for the man of God.  You might say, It seems it should be quite the other way around, that the man of God should have been sustaining the woman.  Not so.  This woman was faithful to God and she had enough to sustain the man of God.  She was also sustained individually in her house, along with her son, and that is wonderful.  They were sustained because in principle they knew the Man Christ Jesus. 

In 2 Kings 4 we find Elisha, who met with another woman who needed help.  Elisha was a man who had a double portion of Elijah’s spirit.  For those who maybe do not remember, Elijah had previously come to the point where he thought he was the only one left, that he was the only faithful man left on the face of the earth, and he told God so (I Kings 19:10).  God brought in a strong wind and an earthquake and fire, then a soft gentle voice, but Elijah went out of the cave he had been in, and he told God again that he was the only one left.  But God said, I have another man in mind.  He told Elijah to return along the way, and that he would find Elisha.  Elisha learned from Elijah; he was attracted to Elijah and he wanted to be with him.  Then he asked Elijah for a double portion of his spirit, and Elijah said, “if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee” (2 Kings 2:9,10).  Elisha saw Elijah being taken up by God.  There had been a lot of fear in Elijah’s life, but I do not think you find that with Elisha.  He was a man who had a double portion, he was a man who had been established in the ways of God.  In principle, he understood the ways of Christ and was a man filled by the power of the Spirit of God.

That became very evident with this woman in 2 Kings 4.  Elisha went into her house and she was in the same situation, she too was a widow.  She has lost her husband, a prophet, but this man of God could come in and visit her.  He went in but did not ask that she might make him something.  Elisha rather placed it on her.  I put this same question to you.  What do you have in your house to sustain life?  Sometimes we might have to think of all the things that we would need to remove before the man of God can come in.  That might be so, but I want you to think about what you have in your house that could be used for the glory of God.  Not in somebody else’s house but in your house.  She told Elisha that she had a terrible debt, and that is true of all of us; we have a terrible debt that needs to be paid.  But she also said, “Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil”.  Elisha told her, “borrow … empty vessels … and pour out into all those vessels”.  Then it says, “And the oil stayed”; we could say that it is a supply of oil that would not diminish.  

As we go on in the pathway and we run into deep exercises, we might think and feel that things are impossible, but as you consider the power of the Spirit of God, you find that there is a resource in that power that is inexhaustible.  You cannot exhaust what is there in the power of the Spirit of God.  Not only is it inexhaustible, but in the presence of this man with the double portion, there was enough oil for more than her house.  Think of that!  Do you have something in your house that is for the glory of God, and not only that but it is enough to sustain many other households?  Elisha tells her “Go, borrow for thyself … vessels”.  These vessels might not have been the same size, but there were plenty of them, and where did they come from?  They came from the neighbours, they came from those that were near to her.  The Lord says in the parable in relation to the man going down to Jericho, “Which now of these three seems to thee to have been neighbour of him who fell into the hands of the robbers?”, Luke 10:36.  The lawyer answered, “He that shewed him mercy” – the Samaritan.

I think that these neighbours who lent the vessels were like persons who, we might say, are in fellowship with us, they might be in the local company.  They have something that you need, they have a little money.  This widow had a debt that she could not pay; she was about to lose her sons, they were about to be bondmen.  In type, they were about to come under the chains and the power of Satan and this world.  But there were those who said, We are willing to help out – here, take an empty vessel.  And she would say, I will bring you a little oil.  It was evident that in her life and in her sons’ lives, she was now in type associated with a Man who lives, a Man in glory.  Her sons brought in all the vessels they could find, and she poured out that oil and sold it to the neighbours.  Her debt was completely paid off as a result of what she had, that little bit of oil in her house.  Go and look for it!  There might be something in your house that will affect the whole of the company for the glory of God.

You might be very small, as you might think, in the eyes of God.  Like the other widow woman, this woman thought that there was no hope, but she had two sons, and she came in touch with the man with the double portion.  They had enough not just for her and her sons, but she could provide for the whole company.  What came out of her household?  Sons willing and ready to serve the neighbours.  What blessing!  It is like Obed-Edom’s house – sixty-two persons that could serve in the house of God (1 Chron.26:8).  It must have overjoyed her heart.  It does not seem the oil ever ran out.  In principle, the power of the Spirit of God kept working in a greater way, and every vessel was full.  Not partially full; there was no room for anything of idolatry to intrude.  It was in the power of the Spirit of God typically that these persons could be serviceable in the assembly, and to Christ.  

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Calgary

17 February 2018

M.J. Klassen

 


Scripture references

Acts 16:15 (JND) [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us.

1 Kings 17:7-16 (JND) [7] And it came to pass after a while that the torrent dried up, for there had been no rain in the land. [8] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [9] Arise, go to Zarephath, which is by Zidon, and abide there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. [10] And he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the entrance of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. [11] And she went to fetch [it], and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. [12] And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. [13] And Elijah said to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me; and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. [14] For thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: The meal in the barrel shall not waste, neither shall the oil in the cruse fail, until the day that Jehovah sendeth rain upon the face of the earth! [15] And she went and did according to the word of Elijah; and she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year. [16] The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah.

2 Kings 4:1-7 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; [4] and go in, and shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour out into all those vessels, and set aside what is full. [5] And she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons: they brought [the vessels] to her, and she poured out. [6] And it came to pass when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said to her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. [7] And she came and told the man of God; and he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou [and] thy sons on the rest.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

1 Kings 19:10 (JND) [10] And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I am left, I alone, and they seek my life, to take it away.

1 Kings 19:10 (JND) [10] And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I am left, I alone, and they seek my life, to take it away.

1 Kings 19:10 (JND) [10] And he said, I have been very jealous for Jehovah the God of hosts; for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I am left, I alone, and they seek my life, to take it away.

2 Kings 2:9-10 (JND) [9] And it came to pass when they had gone over, that Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I am taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. [10] And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so to thee; but if not, it shall not be [so].

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

Luke 10:36 (JND) [36] Which [now] of these three seems to thee to have been neighbour of him who fell into [the hands of] the robbers?

1 Chronicles 26:8 (JND) [8] All these were of the sons of Obed-Edom: they and their sons and their brethren, able men in strength for the service, were sixty-two of Obed-Edom.



EXTRACT – THE FATHER OF SPIRITS

And so there is … the present faithful patient dealing of the Father as the father of spirits.  It is a good thing to keep that in mind, dear brethren.  We sometimes tend to become unduly occupied, it may be, with our bodies.  This may be the tendency with us, and, of course, our bodies are of value, they belong to the Lord, they are necessary for the expression of what is for God, and for the expression of what is right in man Godward, but at the same time, the great thing is our spirits.  Think of the spirit that was found with the Lord Jesus when He said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46), and then the spirit that was in Stephen when he said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”, Acts 7:59.  We might say with Stephen it was a perfected spirit, and that is what the Father is after with us, perfected spirits.  He is the Father of spirits …

Well, beloved brethren, there is plenty of pressure today, pressure in the individual circumstances of the saints, pressure too in assembly matters, but all these things are under the hand of the Father, are ordered and controlled by Him in perfect skill.  There is … such a thing as the balancing of the clouds, as though all is held in perfect wisdom and perfect skill by the One who is working with every one of us in view of this great matter of His bringing many sons to glory.  And so it says, “shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live?”, Heb.12:9.  And the end in mind is that we should become partakers of His holiness …

Well, may the Lord encourage us then in the present pressures to understand what is in view in them, and as subject to the Father of spirits to be with God in all His ways so that we may reach with every one of us here the end He has in view.

From a word in a meeting for ministry by A.J. Gardiner

Dorking, 31 May 1957
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Scripture references

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Acts 7:59 (JND) [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

Hebrews 12:9 (JND) [9] Moreover we have had the fathers of our flesh as chasteners, and we reverenced [them]; shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live?
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