
Notes of Ministry - 585 - August 2021

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






NOTES OF MINISTRY

 

 

 

No. 585             August 2021

 

 

 

A TIME OF BLESSING

 

David J Martin          p.1

 

 

 

THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST

 

Alan D Munro p.10

 

 

 

WHAT GOD IS

 

Mark B Grant          p.15

 

 

 

GOD’S WAY AND OUR WAY

 

Archie D Melville          p.20

 

 

 

 

 

Quotations from the Holy Scriptures in this publication are usually taken from the Darby Translation

 


A TIME OF BLESSING


Proverbs 10: 22

We can read in footnote ‘k’, ‘Or ‘toil addeth nothing to it’’.

I was struck the other day by reading a remark in ministry that all of our blessings as believers relate to what is eternal.  It made me stop and think.  There are very many blessings that I have and will have, and from an early age we are encouraged to count our many blessings, but the remark emphasised that all of our blessings relate to what is eternal.  At the present time, there are many challenges around us in the world, and yet there are many mercies we enjoy here.  They may relate to employment and health and home, and other things that we can receive as the Father’s provisions, but what God would draw our attention to is that our blessings, our true blessings, are in relation to what is eternal.  Ephesians says that we have been blessed with “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ” (chap.1:3).  Those are the blessings that God would draw our attention to; those are the blessings that God is presenting to you and to me in the glad tidings today.

You can read in Deuteronomy 28 of a time past, when God said to His people that, if they remained faithful to Him and to His commandments, then He would bless them in many ways, and they were remarkable ways.  Yet they all related to this scene, they all related to what the children of Israel would receive here, food, shelter, protection from their enemies, rain for their crops.  But there was a requirement of the children of Israel that they should be obedient, that they should remain faithful to God, and in that section, He goes on to say that if they were not faithful, not obedient, then there would be divine judgment experienced by them.  Dear friend, the glad tidings today go out in a very different dispensation – one of remarkable grace.  When I read that section in Deuteronomy 28 and 29, I realised that for me there would have been no hope.  I can look back over my life and see how many times – and maybe I see only a fraction of the number of times – that I have been unfaithful to God.  But the glad tidings now is presented not on the principle of demand but of God’s mercy.  As the footnote shows, the verse can be read as ‘toil addeth nothing to it’, that is to the blessing.  There is nothing that I can do to deserve the blessing of God, but the “The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich”.  What a wonderful dispensation of blessing we are in

So what are these blessings?  They are of God, and we know that God is eternal, therefore the blessings that God offers us in the gospel relate to what is eternal.  We live in a world in which everything is passing, a world which we know is not eternal; in fact people are worried that the earth is running out of its resources.  If people go on using them up for another fifty or a hundred years, they worry about whether life could be sustained because of what will happen to the earth.  But the blessings that God is offering are not bounded by the earth, but they are part of what is eternal, they are without limit.  How wonderful the blessings of God are!.  And yet we are here on the earth, an earth which is limited, and everything which is natural and living within it is bounded by death as a result of sin having come in.  It came in because man did not obey the word of God.  The working of Satan in the heart of man, the disobedience of man taking a position of independence from God, resulted in sin coming into the whole earth that we are in, and we know all too well it is still bounded by death.  But the blessings that God is presenting you with cannot be bounded by death.  What would it be if the best that God was offering us was bounded by death?  No, that could not be so.  The Christian’s blessings must be those which are spiritual blessings, blessings in the heavenlies.  I know that I need to reflect on that because I personally know that I strive after many things that relate to this earth, things that are not of heaven, things which I seek to draw satisfaction from but very quickly I realise that they do not bring satisfaction.  But “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies” is available to you and me, and they are the things that God is offering in the gospel.

What is it that God presents in the glad tidings?  First of all, He has made Himself known to us; the glad tidings start with the presentation of God Himself in the person of His only begotten Son; it begins with faith in Jesus.  You say, I cannot see Him.  The blessings of the gospel can only be seen by faith.  We can see the effect of them, as we experience the effect of the Spirit’s work in and around us.  But we cannot see the person of the Lord Jesus, and therefore there is a need for faith on our part to lay hold of the blessing that God presents, which is all in that Person.  But we also need to realise that these blessings can only be enjoyed when we realise that what we are according to  nature, what is all around us, and our state of soul as away from God – all are bounded by death.  God does not just want to bring us into blessing and to leave us at a distance.  A holy and righteous God desires that everything that keeps us from nearness to Him should be judged in His presence.  The moral basis on which we can be in His presence eternally must be addressed in order for us to enter truly into the blessings.  

I need faith to see the blessing.  I need to recognise what sin is in the sight of God and judge it, repent of it before God, repent of what I am and what I have done as under sin, and realise the need that I have for salvation and blessing.  And then, as we do that, we can see the glory of the Person.  There were many recorded in the Scriptures who did not at first realise the greatness of the Person who was there, but they came to see the awfulness of what they had done and what they were, and their eyes were opened to the glory of the One who God had sent here, the source of all our blessing.  The woman at the well in John 4 is such a clear example.  The Lord Jesus helped her to see that what she was, what her life was and what she was striving for, was certainly not blessing, but that what He could offer her was blessing which was eternal, it would never dry up, a resource that would be there for ever.  We can think of the man who had been lying beside the pool in John 5; there was nothing he could look for in the world other than the slow passage of time that would lead to his death.  There was nothing that could bring him blessing, but the Lord Jesus came to him and it was through Him that blessing could come in immediately.  Then we can think of the Lord Jesus upon the cross and the centurion looking upon Him.  Even in those moments of apparent weakness upon the cross, the centurion was able to see the power of the One who was there (Matt.27:54).  In every circumstance, the glory of His Person was there; even in the manger.  Those who came to see the Child, those that came to bring Him gifts saw Him as a child, and yet wondered at His glory (Matt.2:11).  

This Person is presented to us, dear friends, as the source of all of our blessing.  He desires to have company with you.  In His divinity before time began, He was the Creator, and when it was said “Let us make man” (Gen.1:26), He was there, and yet He came into this scene, stooped into manhood in order that He should have company with you and that your blessing should be secured.  He went to the cross, He hung there and suffered despite His perfection, despite His glory, despite His power, despite everything that He was to provide for mankind, all that He would make known to man which would change the whole of the passage not only of time but the whole of eternity.  Wicked hands nailed Him to the cross, His side was pierced and the blood and the water flowed forth.  It is in that Man, the One who did hang upon the cross, the One who was there for those hours of darkness as He was made sin – it is in Him that our blessing stands.  The blood flowed forth as a witness that will stand for eternity that our sins could be washed away in the power and the perfection of that one Man.  Heaven saw in Jesus the answer to everything that had brought death upon the earth, everything that had brought distance between man and God, and in that one Man was the means of salvation, an eternal answer to remove the distance between man and God,.  What blessing!  Is there anything that I could do or could have done to add to that work, to that Person, to the shedding of that blood, to His words upon the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  Then the loud cry as He entered into death, His being placed in the tomb, His rising again, His being received up into glory – is there anything I could have done?  Is there anything I would even have understood as to what was transpiring during the time when that work of Jesus was being completed?  There is not.  And it is only as reflecting upon Him and upon His work that I will see that in Him is a blessing that is eternal, a blessing that God has provided, a blessing that has nothing to do with this earth, and that He is the very centre of all of my blessings.  Through all of that, we see the demonstration of the love of God towards us.

Another blessing is that God is love.  All the work of Christ, the presentation of salvation, and all of the blessings that we could never exhaust – all that exists because of the love of God for man, because God is love.  We might well wonder why God would love man.  Perhaps the greatest demonstration of the hardness of the heart of man is the insistence that people have evolved from a lower creature, and the rejection of the belief that man was created, was formed, by the loving word of God in order that He Himself should have an answer, so that God should have a response from persons.  The love of God from before time began has remained unchanged.  He has worked to redeem man that He formed, through the giving of His only begotten Son and the presentation of eternal blessing.  Dear friend, He would welcome you into His presence.  It is God’s love that underpins everything that He has done, will do, and loves to do for you.  

If we reflect on that time in Deuteronomy, God’s love was the same then but it waited for the death of Christ for the failure of mankind to be dealt with.  The presentation of the glad tidings goes out now and the love of God is the same, except the answer to my sins is in the work of Christ and His precious shed blood.  The love remains unchanged, the love remains all powerful.  That blood and that completed work, if laid hold of in faith, is the basis for my entrance into what is really life, because if I have a relationship with that Person, if I know Him in love, then there is life.  Not life bounded by death but life as the woman at the well was to enter into immediately.  She was given life by a Man who was not only able to tell her all things, but to provide living water that would spring up in her into eternal life.  

So what is that life?  We would all have our own experience of it, but it means that I can be occupied with Jesus, a Man in a different world, a world that will never change, where love shines through all and where He is.  As I pass through this scene, I know that, at any moment, I can turn to the One who is the source of my blessing, the One who loves me more than anyone else could.  I can speak with Him and contemplate the glory of His Person.  Very soon, I will see Him, see His face, see the shining of His glory and know what eternity really means.  Although this life may have just begun for me, it is a life that will never end.  That brings immediate rest and peace to my soul because, as this scripture tells us, there is nothing that I can bring, there is no work that I can do to add to my eternal blessings.  I can simply rest in the presence of divine Persons and know that everything has been done, and I can be at peace before God.

The next blessing that I would draw attention to is joy, something that man strives for in so many ways.  If you look at the development of the economy of this country over the last hundred years or so, it has been towards what people call the service sector, especially the leisure and entertainment industries.  People have worked hard and invested heavily to find satisfaction and joy in this world.  It is interesting that at the present time, God has allowed so much of what man has worked for in leisure, in entertainment, to be paused.  People have been left to reflect a little as to what life is like without the provision of the entertainments that they normally have.  For the believer, restful in the presence of divine Persons, having the certainty that my eternal salvation rests in God’s love and Christ’s work which underpins it, there can be rest and peace and joy in the soul.  I do not need to strive for it; it is there for me to enter into.  It is a joy that is from God, a joy that gives peace and satisfaction to the soul.

We might think about all of these blessings and say to ourselves, surely I do not deserve these.  Those of us who have believed for a long time may think of what we have done, all that we have needed to repent of, the many sins that we have committed, our continual failing.  Another blessing, and the effect of it will be for eternity, is the wondrous grace of God that He has given us what we do not deserve.  The character of our blessings is marked by His love, by His grace, grace that God alone has shown towards us.  As believers, the blessings we have are in Jesus, not because of what we have done, not because of what we have deserved, but because of what God is.  That places me before God as if I had never sinned.  We know that there are many things that we have done wrong, but because of the work of Christ, I am justified before God, placed in a position before Him as if those things had never happened, at rest before Him because God has covered the distance and has answered every question through the work of Christ.  God will provide for my practical needs day by day, and the grace of God undoubtedly lies behind the Father’s provisions that we have here.  But how wonderful that the disposition of God towards me in blessing remains now and for eternity; there are so many blessings I do not deserve but God has willingly provided all of them.  

Our being maintained in the enjoyment of them is through the operations of the Holy Spirit.  I could never enjoy nearness to Him without the Spirit.  It is God working in us that will cause us to turn to Him, to realise what we are and realise what He is.  It is the person of the Holy Spirit indwelling us who would delight to bring before us and to amplify our appreciation and understanding of the person and the glory of our Lord Jesus, the greatness and the love of God, and the warmth of that love.  The Holy Spirit would bring us into what is truly life and the experience of that life.  We begin to appreciate more and more the grace of God towards us and have a sense that we have been justified to be in the presence of God and enjoy the wonder of all these blessings, all because of what God is and what He has done through the work of Christ.  The Spirit’s work now is living, the Spirit’s service will continue into eternity.  My blessing is in Christ and it is made living and real because of the person of the Holy Spirit.  God would love an answer from us from all that He has done!

I have spoken about divine blessings, and the Scriptures are full of them.  If you were to ask the myriads of believers across the face of the earth today to describe all of the blessings that they all enjoyed, think of the vastness of the result!  Many of them would relate to what is eternal, not bounded by this scene but bounded by the scene of eternity and the greatness and the love of God.  Dear friends the vastness of the blessings that God would provide, made real by the Spirit, would cause me to answer in praise and in worship towards Him.  I would ask you whether you do?  I was tested this morning by the hymn 312;

‘The more we learn Thy love, we love the more!’

The blessings that God has provided are eternal and limitless, and all based on His love.  As I appreciate that love more and more, I would trust each day, the question I would test myself with is, what am I doing, how am I demonstrating in my response to Him that I love Him ‘the more’?  These blessings as presented are very simple, and yet they are remarkable, they are powerful, they are beyond the scope of this earth.  They are far greater than anything that the world has to offer.  When the Lord Jesus was here, His own power was greater than the power of the earth.  Think of what He did; by a word He could influence the weather, the sea, the movement of the animals, the fish in the ocean.  The power of God is immense.  He has provided us with incomparably greater blessings, “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies”.  How great they are!  They are the very greatest things that God offers us, He has provided all of them most powerfully and they will never change.  The only thing that should change is my appreciation of them.  

I would encourage us to reflect upon these blessings, but firstly to lay hold of the certainty of salvation.  What a blessing!  May none of us leave this room without the absolute assurance and certainty of that.  But then to contemplate the wonder of the Person of Jesus, divine love, grace, eternal life, our being justified before God and the activity and work of the Holy Spirit within us – contemplating these blessings would bring us to love Him more.  May it be so for His name’s sake.

 

Gospel preaching at Colchester

10 January 2021

 

David J Martin

THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST

Matthew 12:41,42;  John 4:12-14;  6 32;  8 58

I have an impression as to the greatness of Christ.  It seems a very obvious thing to speak about; in fact how could we add to what has already been said about it, for it has been a positive subject in ministry all our lives.  I was affected on Lord’s day by a brother’s impression about Jesus saying, “I am the resurrection and the life”, John 11:25.  We speak about resurrection as a truth, as a doctrine, and it is a wonderful truth, but one Man, Jesus, gives character to it.  Similarly, in the hymn we have just looked at referring to redemption (Hymn 87), there is one Man who is the Redeemer.  There are many glories of Jesus that in one sense He can share with us, but there are glories that are His alone, that only attach to Him.  Only He is the “firstborn among many brethren” (Rom.8:29), yet how thankful we are that as believers we can be associated with Him in that wonderful relationship as His brethren.  Only He is “the head of the body, the assembly” (Col.1:18), and believers have a very precious link with Him there too, and only He is the Bridegroom, although through grace we form part of His bride.  I would like to refresh our souls again in the wonder of Christianity.  As our hymn said, we begin as 

‘Captives to sin, gone far from Thee’,

but God in His sovereignty and His grace and His mercy has reached out to us where we were, given us a place among the sanctified (Acts 26:18) and taken us from the dunghill and set us among nobles (Ps.113:7,8).  These things surpass understanding, but it is very valuable to speak about them.  

We have been reading Matthew in the house and I always marvel that the Lord Jesus refers in verse 40 to Jonah being in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights as a type of Himself.  It is most remarkable because Jonah found himself in the belly of the fish because of disobedience, and yet Jesus takes up that type – in which Jonah refers to the weeds being wrapped about his head (Jonah 2:5) – to illustrate the depth to which Jesus would go to atone for our sins and to remove the whole order of fallen man that was seen in Jonah in his disobedience.  It says of Jonah that he went down to Joppa, he went down into the ship, he went down into the bottom of the ship and then he went down to the bottom of the sea.  Jesus went down in obedient love and devotion to the will of God and in thoughtfulness for us.  While Jonah went down very low, the Lord went even lower.  

And then the Lord brings in Solomon.  In contrast to Jonah, Solomon was greatly exalted, a great type of Christ glorified, Christ exalted among the nations, looking on to the great millennial day when He will be publicly glorified and vindicated.  Solomon was greatly exalted in his time, but as to Christ we know that every knee will bow to Him (Phil.2:10), including these persons who rejected Him, who ridiculed Him, criticised Him, ill-treated Him.  Take Pilate, for instance; we read at the end of the gospel that Pilate judged Jesus to be innocent.  He found no charge proven against Him and yet before he released Him, he scourged Him (Matt.27:26).  Cruelty upon cruelty in its wickedness, but did that change the divine disposition?  Not at all!  “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  The time for judgment will come: that time of severity and the time of judgment lies ahead, and persons who trifle with the day of grace will have to answer before the glorious One on the great white throne.  But I do not want to speak about negatives, I want to speak about positives, and this scripture in Matthew speaks of two wonderful glories of Jesus, that He is more than Jonas and He is more than Solomon. 

Turning now to John 4, a brother commented in a book of ministry I was reading on the fact that in John 4, the Lord is depicted as greater than Jacob, in chapter 6 as greater than Moses and in chapter 8 as greater than Abraham1.  Now these persons all meant a lot to the Jews; in homely language they were their heroes.  Abraham was a hero; the Jews said in chapter 8, “Abraham is our father".  Jesus in His grace said to them in relation to what they were doing, ‘Abraham did not do this; if you were Abraham’s children you would have behaved differently’ (v.39).  They were claiming something, yet there was in them no moral correspondence or moral affinity with Abraham.  It has been said of this poor woman in chapter 4 that she learned far more quickly than Nicodemus2.  I think that would be because she had nothing to claim.  Her history was completely out in the open, it was desperate.  She was a wicked woman, an immoral woman, and yet coming under the saving grace of Jesus she was cleansed and she was dignified.  Nicodemus is maybe a bit more like ourselves; he had a religious background, he thought he could claim something, and the Lord has to reason with him.  He says to Nicodemus, ‘You are the teacher in Israel, and you do not know these things!’ (John 3:10).  The truth of new birth was depicted in the Old Testament in the book of Ezekiel and Nicodemus should have known that.  But I do not speak critically of Nicodemus; indeed I find him a very comforting person in the gospel of John because at the cross, he eventually comes out in faithfulness to the Lord, and joins Joseph of Arimathæa in taking care of the body of Jesus.

Nicodemus learned slowly and waited a long time before publicly associating himself with Christ, but we should not wait until a long time in our history has passed before we do that.  This woman was a quick learner.  When she said, “Art thou greater than our father Jacob?”, I do not think that was the language of unbelief – rather it was the language of incomprehension; she could not really understand it.  This Man had come and sat at the well, then started to speak to her and listen to all her needs – and I am sure she had many – but then He began to warm her heart.  I love to associate with this chapter that wonderful verse “The charm of a man is his kindness”, Prov.19:22.  I think this woman’s heart began to glow, began to burn, began to throb; she said, “give me this water”.  She recognised that the Lord had something very precious to give her, and she wanted it.  But first of all her sinful history, the moral question in her life, had to be resolved, and it was resolved and resolved quickly.  Then there was the gift of the Spirit; in principle, she was given the Spirit, she was given a new power, she was given an inward spring.  By the end of the chapter she was going to these Samaritans and saying “Come, see a man …” (v.29).  

I think her doubts had been more than answered, she surely knew that this Man was greater than Jacob.  Jacob was a remarkable man.  One of the lovely comments that I like about Jacob is that in Hebrews 11, in that great list of spiritual worthies and personalities, he is the only man with whom the principle of worship is associated.  I think that is remarkable.  Jacob’s history was like ours often is, but it would be good if we could arrive at the conclusion that Jacob arrived at.  In ministry we have had over the years about Jesus as the heavenly Man, Abraham has been said to represent the heavenly man characteristically, Isaac the heavenly man officially, but Jacob represents the heavenly man reached through discipline.  I think we can relate to that, we can appreciate it.  It is almost as though this woman had a certain regard for Jacob because the well was near Sychar, which was near to the land which “Jacob gave to his son Joseph” (v.5).  She was aware that there had been spiritual history, but it had not done any good to that woman until she saw the Man about whom it really spoke, the Lord Jesus Christ.

In chapter 6, the Lord is teaching in depth, and He is contrasting the manna which God, not Moses, had provided for the children of Israel for their journey through the wilderness, with the true bread which was His Father’s provision.  Moses was a very patient man, he was a wonderful man, being described as the meekest man in all the earth (Num.12:3).  When he was criticised, God took up his case and those that were criticising had to be adjusted at severe cost to themselves.  But here the Lord is saying that the food that He was speaking about was far greater than what Moses had told them about.  As “the true bread out of heaven”, He exceeded Moses.  

And then in chapter 8, which brings out a more serious situation, these persons were claiming Abraham for their father although there was no affinity between these so-called children of Abraham, and the One that Abraham looked forward to, the Man Christ Jesus.  It is interesting that, on the mount of transfiguration, Moses and Elias appeared with Jesus speaking with Him, and Peter spoke out of turn and said, “let us make here three tabernacles”, Matt.17:4.  Peter “knew not what he should say” (Mark 9:6) – he was not appreciating the greatness of the Man that was there, the distinctiveness of Jesus.  Moses was a great man.  So was Elias, he was a great prophet, he sought to bring the people back to God, but there is no comparison with Jesus.  When we come into the divine realm, we can understand Paul speaking in his writings about “the one man Jesus Christ”, Rom.5:15.  

That is the simple exercise that I have had, dear brethren, and trust we all find it refreshing and encouraging.  May the Lord bless the word.

Alan D Munro
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Psalms 113:7-8 (JND) [7] He raiseth up the poor out of the dust; from the dung-hill he lifteth up the needy, [8] To set [him] among nobles, among the nobles of his people.

Jonah 2:5 (JND) [5] The waters encompassed me, to the soul: The deep was round about me, The weeds were wrapped about my head.

Philippians 2:10 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

Matthew 27:26 (JND) [26] Then he released to them Barabbas; but Jesus, having scourged [him], he delivered up that he might be crucified.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 3:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to him, Thou art the teacher of Israel and knowest not these things!

Proverbs 19:22 (JND) [22] The charm of a man is his kindness; and a poor [man] is better than a liar.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Numbers 12:3 (JND) [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth.

Matthew 17:4 (JND) [4] And Peter answering said to Jesus, Lord, it is good we should be here. If thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles: for thee one, and for Moses one, and one for Elias.

Mark 9:6 (JND) [6] For he knew not what he should say, for they were filled with fear.

Romans 5:15 (JND) [15] But [shall] not the act of favour [be] as the offence? For if by the offence of one the many have died, much rather has the grace of God, and the free gift in grace, which [is] by the one man Jesus Christ, abounded unto the many.



WHAT GOD IS






Hebrews 11:6;  1 John 1:5;  4:16

I was encouraged by what our brother has said about Abraham, because the verse that I had in mind, in relation to these scriptures was, “Before Abraham was, I am”, John 8:58.  The first scripture I read speaks about the fact that “he is” – that God “is” – then the next is that “God is light”, and then that “God is love”.  

In the preaching we had just over a week ago, the preacher referred to the fact that God is love, and the three things that these verses say about God impressed me at that point.  There is a lot in Scripture about what God is; for example, God “is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe”, 1 Tim.4:10.  There are other scriptures referring to what God is, but these three that we have read are quite special.  The fact that God “is” brings stability to our souls, and it is good to be reminded of it.  The statements I have read are very straight-forward yet profound; the first, that “God is”, is similar to “I AM”.  At the present time, it is good to lay hold of the fact that “God is”; it is a simple statement but should have the effect of stabilising us.  God has no beginning and no end; He is the One who inhabits eternity (Isa.57:15).  There is no variation or change with God – it says as to the Father that with Him there “is no variation nor shadow of turning”, Jas.1:17.  God is unchangeable and always what He is.  It is something that is hard for us to take in because we change all the time.  Our feelings can change, our thoughts can change, or our circumstances can change; everything around us is changing.  It is hard to take in this matter that God “is”, and that He does not change, but I think we prove it in our experience with Him. 

These scriptures help us to see how Christ, when He came into His public service, made God known, because we can see in Christ what these three passages speak of as to God.  “Before Abraham was, I am”.  When the Lord came into this world and took a bondman’s form, He took up all that was in God’s will for Him as Son of man and He took up our case.  But as to His Person, He is Son of God; it says that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages to come”, Heb.13:8.  It was a real Man who was here, and yet it says that of Him.  It brings His manhood and His deity before us.  It is a tremendous thing to think that such a One is our Saviour and was prepared to come in as a lowly Babe, to come in as the One who served and would take up our case, if we believe in Him.  How great is the truth of His Person and yet He was prepared to do that, and that is the One whom we have to do with now.  It has been said many times that everything that we know or ever will know of God, we know in Christ.  The fact that God “is” underlies the truth of Scripture, and we cannot separate our Lord Jesus Christ from that thought.  That should stabilise us.  The book of Revelation draws attention to the fact that He is in control of everything that proceeds at the present time.  He was the One by whom the worlds were made, and He is the One who will sustain everything for the pleasure of God eternally.  Yet we can draw near to God through Christ: “But without faith it is impossible to please him.  For he that draws near to God must believe that he is”.  We must come to it that God “is”.

He is also “a rewarder of them who seek him out”.  I thought that this would link with the fact that “God is love”.  He desires to bless.  You might say that “God is love” refers to His nature – that is true and has been said many times – but the way in which He has operated is consistent with that.  God’s nature lies behind His desire to bless us, and He is the “rewarder of them who seek him out”.

In 1 John 1, we have “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all”.  You could never think of there being darkness with God, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.  It would help us to understand that “God is light”, and also that He dwells “in unapproachable light”, 1 Tim.6:16.  That is related to His absolute deity: there is that about God which we cannot know.  He is beyond us, His thoughts are far above ours and He is beyond our comprehension, although we can draw near to God and know about God in the way in which God has revealed Himself.  Yet we are creatures, and He is God.  We see how the Lord Jesus came in, and it says in John 1 that “In him was life, and the life was the light of men” (v.4), and then it says “The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man.  He was in the world, and the world had its being through him, and the world knew him not.  He came to his own, and his own received him not” (vv.9-11), but of the Lord making God known, John says “he hath declared him” (v.18).  The Lord Jesus thus made the knowledge of God available to all, and in His death, all the attributes of God were made known.  We would never have known these truths about God had the Lord Jesus not come and made them known.  

He did not only make these truths known through what He said, although I think that would be true, but He also made them known in what He was and how He was in this scene.  I was thinking of John 4, and the way in which the woman’s history was exposed to herself, but He also blessed her.  That was the light making known what was there; it was not to expose her in order to condemn her, but so that she could be adjusted and come into blessing.  That is what this light would do in us.  It would expose what is there in us that may need to be judged.  That is one of the benefits of being in the presence of God – things can be seen for what they are, whether that is positive or negative.  The light would do that.  

Then in chapter 4, “God is love” is God’s nature.  Especially in the present time of grace, God has made Himself known and revealed Himself in ways which show very clearly that He wants to have a relationship with us and that He wants to bless us.  “For God so loved the world”, (John 3:16); that was His love operating.  He “so loved” that He “gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”.  It is God’s nature; God has operated in love, and that has often been described as grace.

I was thinking too of the love of the Lord Jesus.  There is so much we could say about that – how many scriptures we could refer to.  I was thinking of Revelation 1: “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood” (v.5); that would be a stabilising and assuring thought.  The personal love of the Lord Jesus was seen and demonstrated while He was here, but it is not only an historic love.  There is that side, of course; “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Gal.2:20.  The Lord Jesus loved us when He died for us.  But He loves us now and He will love us for ever!  I was looking at some of the references in John’s gospel.  It is very profitable to go over the many references in it to the fact that the Lord Jesus loved His own.  It says; “As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love”, John 15:9.  Then it says “This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends” (vv.12,13).  There are many other references directly to the Lord’s love, either His own words or in other scriptures in the New Testament.  We can also think of all the types in the Old Testament, for example the ram caught in the thicket by its horns (Gen.22:13).  

There are so many references to the love of the Lord Jesus, and the fact that “God is love” would be the greatest of them to us, for that is the way in which God has made Himself known to us – as a God of love.  Think of how in Romans 5 Paul writes about how “God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us” (v.8).  The grace in which God commends His love to us while we were yet sinners always amazes me, and it does not stop.  It is not only to save us that He makes His love known, but for those who put their faith and trust in Jesus, the love of God can be known in a nearer and more intimate way in our experience, even at the present time.  We have been given the Holy Spirit who sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts (Rom.5:5), and it says too that we have been made “partakers of the divine nature”, 2 Pet.1:4.  So the fact that God’s love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit should affect us and form us in accord with the divine nature.

I was impressed by these three references to what God is, and I trust that they will be for our encouragement.

Mark Grant




Scripture references

Hebrews 11:6 (JND) [6] But without faith [it is] impossible to please [him]. For he that draws near to God must believe that he is, and [that] he is a rewarder of them who seek him out.

1 John 1:5 (JND) [5] And this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

1 John 1:5 (JND) [5] And this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

1 John 4:16 (JND) [16] And *we* have known and have believed the love which God has to us. God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

John 8:58 (JND) [58] Jesus said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.

1 Timothy 4:10 (JND) [10] for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe.

Isaiah 57:15 (JND) [15] For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, and whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy [place], and with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

James 1:17 (JND) [17] Every good gift and every perfect gift comes down from above, from the Father of lights, with whom is no variation nor shadow of turning.

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

1 John 1 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life; [2] (and the life has been manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us:) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. …

1 Timothy 6:16 (JND) [16] who only has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see; to whom [be] honour and eternal might. Amen.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

John 15:9 (JND) [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love.

Genesis 22:13 (JND) [13] And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt-offering instead of his son.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

2 Peter 1:4 (JND) [4] through which he has given to us the greatest and precious promises, that through these ye may become partakers of [the] divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.



GOD’S WAY AND OUR WAY






Psalm 18: 30-32; Psalm 119: 1-3; Romans 8: 28-30

I am very glad of what has come before us tonight about the greatness of the Lord Jesus and His Person, and about what God is.  The simple thought I had as to these verses that I have read is to speak of God’s way, the perfect way: “As for God, his way is perfect”. 

I do not think anybody who has any knowledge of Him would question that God and His way is perfect. Perfection is something that we can fully attribute to God because everything to do with God, who He is and how He does things is the very essence of perfection – no defect, no fault, no failure in any way. We can easily assent  to this, “As for God, his way is perfect”. Perfect as to creation; He spoke the word and creation came into being. We can look around and the further we look, the grandeur of the created expanse unfolds before us, the symmetry, the perfection of balance, everything that God has done – His way is perfect. People seek to examine the creation and make what they think are discoveries but they only reveal what God is in His greatness. So we readily assent to this, that “his way is perfect”. The way He has done things is perfect, the way He has resolved the sin question is perfect, the way He has drawn near to us in the Person of the Son is perfect, the way He has presented Himself as a God who is love is perfect – “perfect love casts out fear”, 1 John 4:18. We can be in the presence of God knowing that there is perfection.

Then we read, “the word of Jehovah is tried”.  Speaking reverently, nothing has been a challenge to God more than man’s failure but He has dealt with it in a perfect way.  The psalmist was writing as a result of his experiences, having escaped from the hands of  his enemies, having had deliverance from Saul, was praising God, “I will love thee, O Jehovah, my strength”, Ps.18:1. He was exulting in the greatness and perfection of the God whom he had come to know.

I was thinking also of verse 32, which speaks of “The God who girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect”.  We have all been confronted in these days by matters that would perplex us.  We have experienced isolation and trial and maybe loneliness, deprived of what we would call a normal Christian way of life.  But these are all circumstances that God has allowed, and I think that through all of them, He would bring us to understand that it is He who “maketh my way perfect”.  Things do not go the way I would think they should, the way I would plan, but we do know that “all things work  together for good to those who love God”. That is a great thing to lay hold of. We do not see the path ahead, circumstances overtake us, there are times of sorrow and loss and we may be deprived of what we would normally enjoy, but then we know that these things “work together for good”.

I was also thinking of Psalm 119; “Blessed are the perfect in the way” – that is a continuation of David’s experience – “who walk in the law of Jehovah.  Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart”. I think that is the way to learn, in submission to the testimonies which God has given us, that our way is to be perfect as we walk subject to the  word that He has given us.  It brings us into line with God and into line with all His thoughts for us. We are in a learning time, we have experience of chastening, we have the experience of sorrow, but we have the experience of times of great joy too.  All bring us through a way that we shall eventually see was a perfect way, “Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah”.  That is how to get into the realisation that God’s way is perfect and our way can be perfect too as we accept His way.

In Romans it says, “we do know that all things work together for good to those who love God”. Things happen and we might ask, Why is this happening?  Why have circumstances come upon us which we might find irksome?  But God allows things to test and try us in our faith and  in our confidence. An example of this is in John 11, where we find Martha and Mary and their brother Lazarus.  Lazarus is ill, he gets worse and Martha and Mary decide that they need help and they call upon the Lord Jesus to come. Jesus gets the message and He waits two days in the place that He is in. In the meantime  Lazarus dies – we might say, what a tragedy!  Martha says to the Lord, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my  brother had not died” (v.21). God’s way is not our way; His way is perfect. Jesus says to them that Lazarus’ death is for the glory of God, not for their comfort and satisfaction but for the glory of God. Mary says, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day. Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life”. Think of that; they had to learn that here in their very presence was the One who was “the resurrection and the life”. If Jesus had come at once and healed Lazarus from his sickness, they would not have had that revelation and they would not have proved that God’s way is perfect. Death comes upon us, those we know become ill and are taken from us, and that causes sorrow and distress, but, “we do know that all things work together for good to those who love God”. 

That is what I would wish to leave with each one of us here, that God’s way is perfect and as we pass along this way, we will discover that our way can be perfect too.  It says, “But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified”.  This is a great learning process which will go on until we arrive at our glorified condition, and then we will be able to look back finally and say, His way is perfect, and recognise that we have been brought into this way of perfection simply by believing, by faith, by confidence, by dependence on God.

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Archie D Melville
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Scripture references

Psalms 18:30-32 (JND) [30] As for God, his way is perfect; the word of Jehovah is tried: he is a shield to all that trust in him. [31] For who is God save Jehovah? and who is a rock if not our God? [32] The God who girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect,

Psalms 18:30-32 (JND) [30] As for God, his way is perfect; the word of Jehovah is tried: he is a shield to all that trust in him. [31] For who is God save Jehovah? and who is a rock if not our God? [32] The God who girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect,

Psalms 18:30-32 (JND) [30] As for God, his way is perfect; the word of Jehovah is tried: he is a shield to all that trust in him. [31] For who is God save Jehovah? and who is a rock if not our God? [32] The God who girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect,

Psalms 119:1-3 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways.

Psalms 119:1-3 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways.

Psalms 119:1-3 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways.

Romans 8:28-30 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Romans 8:28-30 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Romans 8:28-30 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.

Psalms 18:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. [A Psalm] of David, the servant of Jehovah, who spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah had delivered him out of the hand of all his enemies and out of the hand of Saul. And he said,} I will love thee, O Jehovah, my strength.

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …
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