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LISTENING TO CHRIST, TO THE SPIRIT AND TO PAUL

J. C. Gray 

Mark 9: 7, 8; John 16: 13, 14; Acts 27: 21–25 

The principle of obedience really means that we hearken submissively. It is important, therefore, how we hear, but particularly what we hear. Paul says to the Corinthians that 

“There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world” (1 Corinthians 14: 10), all kinds of opinions are being stated, and persons listen to them; opinions about different things of course, social things, economic things and religious things, and all kinds of worldly things. 

Therefore, for believers what we lend our ears to, what we pay attention to, is important, and whether in the listening we are submissive to what we hear, especially as it comes from divine Persons. To the disciples, when here, the Lord said, “Do ye let these words sink into your ears”, Luke 9: 44. That meant that the Lord intended that the disciples should pay attention to what He was saying to them; so that, as men say, it did not go in one ear and out the other. So much that is spoken goes right over our heads. We say that about young people, but, maybe, it is true about old people too. Therefore, the Lord’s words “Do ye let these words sink into your ears” are important. We have to listen carefully, intently, but above all submissively. That is that we are in an attitude of mind ready to hear what the Lord may say. 

We have read of the Father’s voice in relation to hearing the Son, “This is my beloved Son: hear him”. It was such an august occasion, and these three disciples, no doubt, felt uneasy in the presence of this exceptional transformation to the Man they had known down here. But the voice of the Father is abundantly clear. Christ is to be distinguished, and He is to be listened to—“This is my beloved Son—hear him”. 

I have read in Mark because he is brief. Matthew includes a reference to the Father’s delight in Christ but Mark omits this, and hence there is more emphasis on the words “hear him”. 

Mark, of course, had reason for that because at one point in his history he did not listen, and he had to come back to it that he should have listened. Finally he did listen, so Paul says, 

“Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry”, 2 Timothy 4: 11. He was recovered. So he writes, and takes account of this One who was distinguished and to be heard. We need to make sure, beloved brethren, that we distinguish Christ. There is so much error around among professing Christians, that we need to make sure that Christ is distinguished. The word is, “This is my beloved Son—hear him”. Now will we listen to the voice of Christ? Who is He anyway? The Father says, My beloved Son. If we are brought into the kingdom of the Son of His love is He not worthy that we should listen to Him? 

Should we not listen to Him who is the Son of the Father’s love. He is conveying the whole mind of God. You may say that He has conveyed it already and that is true, but the dispensation is still running on, and He is still speaking, and the influence and effect of it is still amongst us in a living and vital way. Well, is it so in my life? I ask myself whether I am hearing Him; whether I am hearkening submissively to this One who is installed in heaven in glory—this incident being the prefigurement of it. 

He is the Son of God. Paul was one who listened to Him, as He said, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”, Acts 9: 5. You think of that voice in all its clarity coming to Paul who was bent on the persecution of Christians, as he headed for Damascus. Paul says, “Who art thou. 

Lord?” The Lord says, “I am Jesus”. So that he came to know that name, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”. Then Paul was told, “rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”, and he did it. He says to king Agrippa, “Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision”, Acts 26: 19. By the time he reached that local company in Damascus, he was given light and it was not long before he was preaching Jesus, that He is the Son of God. 

What an understanding and revelation he had! I trust that all of us here, as we listen to the voice of Christ, will come to the understanding of Him in His greatness and glory as the Son of God; the One who is about to influence the whole universe for the pleasure of God. He will be the centre. 

We sang that hymn at the beginning—‘Thou art, O Lord, the centre’ (No. 259), but is He the centre? Is He the One I hear, or do I listen to other things? Do I listen to opinions that do not come from Christ? We are to hear Him. John says, “we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that is true”, 1 John 5: 20. That meant that he had listened. So the Lord is bringing to us the knowledge of God, the knowledge of the Father. Giving us an understanding means that it is made clear to us; not that we just hear a thing and do not understand. The Son of God has come that we should be given an understanding, “that we should know him that is true; and we are in him that is true, in his Son Jesus Christ”. Think of the Lord Jesus as the Son of God, making the whole mind of God known, a very far reaching matter. Then He has brought us into a sphere where eternal life is enjoyed. He is Son of Man too, of course. Think of the Revelation to John in Patmos, when he sees a vision of the Son of Man with a garment reaching to the feet. What is He saying? He is speaking to seven assemblies which were still there at that time and of matters which bear on the whole spectrum of church history right down to ourselves. The Lord Jesus has said things to these seven assemblies so that we might listen. The word therefore which came on the mount of transfiguration is very far reaching. It will help us if we hear the Son—“This is my beloved Son—hear him”. 

Then we are to listen to the Spirit. John records the Lord’s words about the Spirit coming. It says, “But when he is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth—for he shall not speak from himself”. Guiding into the truth is an interesting thing. A brother was commenting to me after the reading about the way we gather together for a reading, whether locally or in a fellowship meeting, when something is set on in ministry. A brother says something and another brother says something, and another says something further, and it is built on, but it is essential that the guiding of the Spirit comes in. We have a wonderful arrangement under the influence of the guiding of the Spirit; that involves that He is telling us what He has heard from Christ in heaven. 

The Lord Jesus was obedient as Man to the Father’s will, and answered to it fully. Now in this dispensation we have the blessed Holy Spirit, another divine Person, who has come to be with us that He might convey what is being said from heaven right to where we are, as the word is, “he shall guide you into all the truth—for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak”. So the Holy Spirit is speaking. You may say, How am I going to distinguish it? How was it to be known at Corinth that God was among them of a truth? Because they obeyed what Paul said concerning prophesying. The Holy Spirit speaks expressly as Scripture says, “But the Spirit speaks expressly, that in the latter times some shall apostatise from the faith”, 1 Timothy 4: 1. Paul in his journeys wanted to go northwards in Asia, which would have taken him to north Turkey, but the Holy Spirit forbad him. The Holy Spirit spoke and Paul recognised it. Later on he wanted to go somewhere else, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow him. The Spirit was speaking and indicating to Paul where he should go. So Paul was listening to the Spirit. Have we considered fully that the Holy Spirit in all His greatness, because He is God, is here with us and also in believers, and He is speaking? It is of great moment that He is conveying from heaven the mind of God to us at the present time. 

Then it says, “He will announce to you what is coming. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce it to you”. You think of the things of Christ. These things of Christ really relate to what He has in glory. They are of vital importance. If we are to maintain freshness and vitality in testimony down here we have to know what is proceeding in heaven. Are you in touch, dear brother, dear sister, with what is proceeding in heaven? Are you in touch with the celebration of the victory of Christ, the celebration of the glorification of Christ? The Spirit brings testimony of it to us now that there might be living guidance. The report comes from heaven, and comes through the Spirit speaking. In the addresses to the seven churches, at the end of each of them, he draws attention to the fact that we should hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. I would like to convey in a clearer and fuller way, the great power that the Spirit has as reporting what He has heard from heaven. You cannot limit the Spirit; the Spirit is a divine Person. He is in touch with what is current in that area, He knows what is coming. Peter knew what was coming; Paul knew what was coming; John knew what was coming. They all write of it in their epistles. How did they know? They knew because the Spirit conveyed it. How do we know how to proceed at the present time in the testimony? Only because the Spirit is conveying what He hears from Christ in glory. 

I think that these matters of hearing the Son, and hearing the Spirit—in the sense that we do not listen idly to them, but that we pay strict and concentrated attention to them—are important for us at the present time, because Satan is intent on diverting you and me if he could from the pathway of the truth, from listening to the voice of the Son of God, and from listening to the voice of the Spirit of God. He would do his utmost, just as he did at the beginning, to destroy what is for the pleasure of God. If we are faithful and hear what the Son is saying, and what the Spirit is saying, then I think we will find that help will come in. 

Then there is the voice of Paul. In Acts 27 we have the voice of Paul in the midst of a storm. What a wonderful thing it is to listen to Paul. You may say, Why particularly Paul? You find that most of the New Testament writings are either Paul’s or persons influenced by Paul. Paul had the light of the mystery. The Lord says of Paul, “this man is an elect vessel to me”, Acts 9: 15. The Lord said this clearly because what came through Paul was a distinct revelation. 

Just as Peter was given the light of the kingdom so Paul was given the revelation concerning the assembly. So there is profit in listening to Paul. In a day of breakdown such as this shipwreck depicts, the question is whether we shall get safe to land. Paul had given a word to them but they had not obeyed it. Paul had counselled them not to set sail from Crete, but they ignored him. The helmsman, the ship-owner, the centurion and others thought that they knew better. Do you think that you know better than Paul? Paul who has had a distinct revelation of Christ and the assembly, of the mystery, do we listen to him? There are so many in the public profession that have rejected Paul and his teaching. They may say, ‘You do not listen to Paul, do you?—Paul and his practical injunctions and his mysterious teaching about the mystery and Christ and the church?’ 

Beloved brethren, the living testimony over the whole of the present dispensation has been maintained in persons who have hearkened to Paul. He said, “Ye ought, O men, to have hearkened to me, and not have made sail from Crete and have gained this disaster”. Sadly many have gone from amongst us, persons who had light, but who have rejected Paul. It is thus important in the present time to listen to Paul. We might say much about Paul’s practical teaching, and what he reveals in his epistles, especially Colossians, 

Ephesians and Philippians, that bring joy, buoyancy and vitality of life in the assembly. In the light of the fact that so many Christians today have rejected Paul, are we hearkening? I think our salvation lies, not only in listening to the voice of the Son and to the voice of the Spirit, but to the way in which these voices have been manifested through the ministry of Paul. 

These persons in this ship were in desperation as the storm went on for days and days. They threw away the precious cargo and the ship’s furniture, and for a fortnight they never took any food. You would think they would listen to Paul after that. You can just see them despising him in his shackles standing on the deck appealing to these persons. He said, “Ye ought, O men, to have hearkened to me”. What a statement that is, and the point of it remains right down to the present time. Then he goes on to speak about the revelation that he received. Not one of these two hundred and seventy-six persons had a revelation from God on that ship except Paul. How important therefore, to listen to what God has said through the voice of Paul. You may say, Well, sometimes it hurts. It means that maybe there is a little kicking of the traces if it hurts. Maybe when you are young it hurts to listen and answer to the voice of Paul. I can assure you, dear young person, that if you remain faithful and obedient to the Lord and to the Spirit you will find that the voice of Paul is attractive. What he leads into is not just life eternal, but into the mystery, that is as to Christ and the assembly. So he says, You need not worry, you are not going to die. He is announcing to them by the Spirit what is coming. He says, ‘I have had a word from God about it; not one of you will die; you will all reach land’. 

Can we be diligent to listen carefully to the voice of Christ, the voice of the Spirit, and hearken to Paul, so that there will be salvation for us; so that we all get safe to land? That is my message that we should listen, and listen carefully. May He help us in it for His name’s sake. 

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland
11 March 1995 

 


Scripture references

Mark 9:7-8 (JND) [7] And there came a cloud overshadowing them, and there came a voice out of the cloud, *This* is my beloved Son: hear him. [8] And suddenly having looked around, they no longer saw any one, but Jesus alone with themselves.

John 16:13-14 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming. [14] He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of mine and shall announce [it] to you.

Acts 27:21-25 (JND) [21] And when they had been a long while without taking food, Paul then standing up in the midst of them said, Ye ought, O men, to have hearkened to me, and not have made sail from Crete and have gained this disaster and loss. [22] And now I exhort you to be of good courage, for there shall be no loss at all of life of [any] of you, only of the ship. [23] For an angel of the God, whose I am and whom I serve, stood by me this night, [24] saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must stand before Caesar; and behold, God has granted to thee all those that sail with thee. [25] Wherefore be of good courage, men, for I believe God that thus it shall be, as it has been said to me.

1 Corinthians 14:10 (JND) [10] There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of undistinguishable sound.

Luke 9:44 (JND) [44] Do *ye* let these words sink into your ears. For the Son of man is about to be delivered into men's hands.

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Acts 26:19 (JND) [19] Whereupon, king Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision;

1 John 5:20 (JND) [20] And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that [is] true; and we are in him that [is] true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

1 Timothy 4:1 (JND) [1] But the Spirit speaks expressly, that in latter times some shall apostatise from the faith, giving their mind to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Acts 9:15 (JND) [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel:



WHAT BELIEVERS ARE TO HOLD FAST

E. M. Walkinshaw 

Hebrews 4: 14–16; Colossians 2: 18, 19; Revelation 3: 11 

Just a simple word of exhortation for the days in which we live are difficult ones, and Paul says, “difficult times shall be there”, 2 Timothy 3: 1. If we look at Paul’s life and experience, and the experience of early believers, we might have said difficult times were there already, but he says, “difficult times shall be there”. I believe we are aware of it, the various characteristics to which he refers in that epistle, that these conditions exist. I suppose they become a test to all of us—difficulties in the world; difficulties in Christendom generally; difficulties among those with whom we walk; because without question Satan will try, if possible, to destroy anything and everything that is pleasurable to God. Consequently, the Spirit of God, I believe would encourage us, I suppose exercise us, both are needed; if it is the word of God it will arouse exercise. I doubt if it is the word of God if it does not, but also it would encourage us. 

The Lord would not worry His people—sometimes we are worried, most of us, I suppose, know that experience, we become worried about various matters. I think it is never the intention of the Lord that we should be worried, but be careful about nothing, for example, “Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses 

every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus”, Philippians 4: 6, 7. I find that very testing. I know that is a very common word, testing, but I find it very testing as to whether my heart and my thoughts are guarded by the peace of God, peace that presides in His presence, the holiest, the holy of holies. It is not a question of prayer, everything there is settled, the Ark is there, Jesus is there, and in the holiest, where is our entitlement to go in through the blood of Jesus, everything is settled because there we have all that God is before us in Christ—no breakdown or ruin, and all that He is in His blessed Person as a Man before God, in whom everything is settled eternally. So in the holiest it is a question of worship. I believe if we understood that more it would strengthen us for the outside, the difficulties outside. We must remember that prayer is not quite the holiest, we can always pray, but to be in the holiest, the presence of God immediately requires a state that is suited to it. That raises exercise with us. The title is there as most of us here would know, the title to be there, through the blood of Jesus, the new and living way which is dedicated for us through the veil, that is to say his flesh, the title is there, but the Lord would exercise us that we might have a state that is suitable to take up the title; then that would strengthen us for the outside. 

My simple word of exhortation is connected with these words hold fast, “let us hold fast the confession”. So here it says, “Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession”. He has passed right through the heavens. Do you ever find yourself challenged as to whether you really believe that in your heart, that Jesus, the Son of God, has passed right through the heavens, right through them? There are various expressions of His greatness in this epistle, but this is one that He has “passed through the heavens”, a great High Priest. All the support needed is there; on the side of divine provision there is nothing lacking, 

nothing lacking at all. Every resource for every exigency that might occur in our lives; that might occur in the history of the testimony or in those who are in the path of faith; the resource is there. I do not know about you but I find increasingly, and I have noticed passing through some of Mr. Darby’s comments, he frequently says, The question is do we really believe these things, or are they a philosophy to us? Are they real? The Spirit would make them real. 

To come to my point “let us hold fast the confession”. That is, I judge, Christianity. The light of Christianity reached these persons who were nationally Jews, they were to “hold fast the confession”; I suppose the truth of Christianity centred in the Man who in this epistle nine times is called Jesus—Jesus. They were to hold fast for, like ourselves, there is a tendency to slip away, or to turn away, to become discouraged. Have you ever become discouraged? Do you ever feel like giving up? Do you ever say to yourself, Well, is it really worth it? Most of us may at some time or other have thought that but maybe never said it, too wise to say it, but maybe we felt like that. I believe the writer would occupy us with One who has passed right through the heavens, a great High Priest. He has all the saints on the breastplate and on His shoulders. There is the love to carry them through, and the strength to carry them through. 

What a great High Priest we have! I suppose these Jews would need it; he is using, of course, language that is familiar to them—he does not use this kind of language to those of the nations, but to those who would understand what he is talking about. They would think, I suppose, normally of Aaron going in with the breastplate, with the stones, the names of the children of Israel on the stones and on the shoulder pieces: they would think of the Lord Jesus as the great antitype of that, the reality of it. O that this Person were more real to us, dear brethren! 

Now His service I think is for those in the path of faith, and the question is whether I am in the path of faith. Am I governed by faith? 

Elsewhere the apostle says, for we walk by faith, not by sight”, 2 Corinthians 5: 7. I ask myself, Am I in that category? Do I walk by faith, or by sight? Am I governed by the circumstances around me and the things I see or am I governed by faith, governed by the light of another Man in another world? Wherever you go, whatever you do, you walk in faith. I think as walking in faith, the great High Priest and His service are appreciated and known by such, because we find all the temptations of the way; temptations to turn aside; temptations to gratify ourselves in some way or another. But I think of His sympathy as it says, “but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart”. There was no question of sin in Him as we know, “sin apart”, but “tempted in all things in like manner”. So you can understand that sympathy is always connected with the Lord Jesus; you do not find sympathy in Scripture connected with the Father nor with the Spirit. You will find sympathy connected only with the Lord Jesus because He has been in the circumstances. Men say that you cannot really sympathise with the person unless you have been in the same circumstances. You might have compassion; compassion is linked with the Father, with Jesus too, of course, and comfort with the Holy Spirit, but sympathy always with the Lord Jesus because He has been in those circumstances of temptation in the path of faith, the temptations that come upon those who are in the path of faith. It is to that, I think, that the great high priestly service of Christ relates. 

So he begins by saying, “let us hold fast the confession”, it is in holding fast the confession that we need His priestly support. We need His sympathy because we know if we are in the path of faith it is not easy, because everything around us is against us, and the enemy in particular seeking all the time to come between our souls and God, because the approach is to God. You see the approach to the throne of grace is to God, but by the great High Priest who ever lives to intercede for us as it says a little later. It is a wonderful thing, when tested in the path of faith and the enemy’s effort to turn us aside, to realise that the Lord sympathises with you. When the enemy puts something before you to turn you aside from this path the Lord sympathises with you, He feels with you; He feels with every one of us, I think, as the enemy seeks to divert us. How it came upon the Lord in the three great temptations spoken of, but in each case resisted and overcome, but the Lord felt it. 

The Lord is a Man of feelings; every delicate feeling of a perfect Man was in the Lord Jesus, and I believe still in Him. As another has said, the heart of a Man beats in heaven. 

It is a wonderful thing, therefore let us take courage, do not give up—hold fast—it means exercise, and it means committal, but “hold fast the confession”. We want to hold it fast as he says elsewhere until the end, but we have this great High Priest. “Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”. You do not get stores of help in advance; it is seasonable, in its season, when it is needed you receive mercy, but you approach. Do we approach the throne of grace? 

It is a wonderful thing that it is the throne of grace so that you find grace there and you receive mercy, “Let us approach”, it says. The word of God is living and operative it says earlier; the word of God always searches us, being living and operative “and penetrating to the division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow”, Hebrews 4: 12. You might say, Well, that rather frightens me; but he says, Do not run away, “Let us approach”. There is One there who is sympathetic with us in the weakness and infirmity that marks us as we seek to go on in the path of faith. Let us therefore take courage in this connection. 

In the next passage in Colossians it is “holding fast the head”. There is always a tendency with us, I find for myself, to rely on something or someone other than the Head. Now the Head is the exclusive source of supply for the body, there is no other supply at all. Wisdom from men, philosophy, all the seminars of men or colleges, or other things, whatever their value may be in other connections, they supply nothing for the body, nothing at all. Christ is the only source of supply for nourishing the body. So here he warns against someone “not holding fast the head”. He says, “Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize”—see that no one does it. The prize, I suppose, is outlined for us in other passages, but he says, “Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh”. A solemn thing, is it not? and he says,” not holding fast the head, from whom”, it is only from Him. It is not an easy lesson, at least I do not feel so; there is always a tendency to fall back on something else. It may be a man is a good speaker, he feels a certain limitation in what he is saying so he resorts to oratory; that provides nothing at all for the body, nothing at all. He may fall back on his knowledge, or draw upon something that he has said previously; I know all these dangers because I know my own heart; they supply nothing for the body. The only sustenance for the body is from the Head—I believe the Lord would emphasise that among us so that we have what is living. It has been said that the evidence of the Lord’s support in a company is a living ministry and the power to deal with evil. I believe the only way for a living ministry is “holding fast the head”; to recognise in principle and in practice that there is no other source of supply for the body but the Head, that is Christ. So when we come together on Lord’s day morning it is from the Head that everything comes, and operates in the power of the Holy Spirit no doubt. 

Nevertheless, it goes on to say, “from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God”. The increase of God is the divine nature, love, and so the body is nourished. I emphasise and re-emphasise, may we all be concerned about it, speaker and hearers, to understand that if. I introduce anything from any other source it will only corrupt, and can minister nothing at all to the body of Christ. The Lord would help us along these lines, as I have already said; one hopes one is not being too negative, but to emphasise the positive source is from Christ, from the Head, not from the books. You might be able to read the books and give a good address. 

A young man said to me some time ago, It would be simple enough, but I would not do it, but I could easily read the books and stand up and give an address. That would not be living nourishment from the Head for the body. What is needed is “holding fast the head”. Let us all, dear brethren, brothers and sisters alike, because sisters contribute; if we are going to have the truth of the body as an organism working, then the sisters are involved, understanding not only our link with the Head in heaven by the Spirit, but our organic link with one another, so that we might understand something of the Head, something of the body in reality. What weak days we are in, very feeble weak days. So many of our beloved brethren are not available; so many it would appear are not even interested in the truth of Christ and the assembly. But those who are available, I think the Lord would exercise us that we might get a firmer impression of Christ as Head and the body as increasing as the flow of nourishment comes from Himself. 

Now finally, “hold fast what thou hast”. Well, you may say, It is not much. Most of us, I suppose, would be inclined to say that, but “hold fast what thou hast”. What had Philadelphia? The Lord says, “thou hast a little power”. A brother referred in the reading to moral power, and that is what this is. I do not think this is delegated power, this is moral power, that is they were consistent themselves in practice with what they held. The Lord says, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast”. We may write it down and say it is not much that we have in our locality, there are only one or two of us, but hold it fast, “I come quickly”. It does not say, I will come quickly, but “I come quickly”, almost as though the Lord is saying, I am on the way, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”. I suppose the crown is Himself. Then it speaks of the overcomer. Sometimes the question has been raised, Why an overcomer in Philadelphia? I think because it is much more difficult to maintain what has been reached than to reach it. We know that in ordinary matters, physical matters, it is easier to reach something than it is to maintain it. I think that is why the overcomer is referred to. “He that overcomes”, in other words he would hold fast what he had. The Lord would encourage us, I think, in these very difficult days, to hold fast what we have. Let us not write it down, dear brethren. We acknowledge the weakness; let us never be presumptuous, nevertheless, let us not write down or lower what we have. If it is from Christ it is of value, however little it may be, if it is of Him it is of value, it must be. You say, My impression of Christ is only feeble, but if it is of Christ then that is what matters—‘We bless Thee, Lord! Of Thee our song shall speak— 

Poor and unworthy strains, yet still of Thee’. (Hymn 254) The hymn writer says, ‘yet still of Thee’. Let us hold fast, therefore, and not give up, and what we have let us ensure that we hold it until the Lord comes. I believe He would encourage us along these lines. As I said in the opening remarks, He would exercise us, but He would encourage us to go on so that we hold fast the confession, we are holding fast the Head, and we hold fast what we have. May the Lord grant it to be so for His glory. 

Address at Preston
2 May 1992 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 4:14-16 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Colossians 2:18-19 (JND) [18] Let no one fraudulently deprive you of your prize, doing his own will in humility and worship of angels, entering into things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by the mind of his flesh, [19] and not holding fast the head, from whom all the body, ministered to and united together by the joints and bands, increases with the increase of God.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

Philippians 4:6-7 (JND) [6] Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; [7] and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 5:7 (JND) [7] (for we walk by faith, not by sight;)

Hebrews 4:12 (JND) [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart.



THE GLORY OF THE GLAD TIDINGS

P. van den Berg 

Joshua 3: 1–4; Hebrews 2: 9, 10; 10: 19–23 

In the light of what already has engaged us these three days together in relation to the glory of Christ, and what through grace we have been called into, we may have a touch of it in the glad tidings as flowing out from it. When the glory of Jehovah filled the house in Ezekiel there was a river flowing out from it, from the right side of the house, south of the altar (see Ezekiel 44: 4; 47: 1, 2). It was a river bringing in life and healing. The glad tidings are going forth from the house and there is nothing less in mind than that you should be brought into it, that you might be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. The assembly, the house of God, is the pillar and base of the truth. 

We have been impressed with the glory of Christ and that He should go into death. God has come out in the person of Christ and it was determined in love before the world’s foundation that He should go into death. “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. Think of the glory of the incarnation, the way God has come out in Christ—“the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”, John 1: 14. It is one of the greatest statements in Scripture. It was the Lord’s own act. It is greater than the work of creation, great as that was. All things have been created by Him and for Him and He upholds all things by the word of His power. John tells us that “the world had its being through him, and the world knew him not”, John 1: 10. John was one who had contemplated His glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father, full of grace and truth. God has come out in declaration. The whole mind of God has come into expression. God at the end of these days has spoken to us in the person of the Son who is the effulgence of His glory, and God is speaking now. 

May we have a sense in our hearts of being attracted by the love of the Christ. Think of the Lord’s movements in John’s gospel. The corn of wheat had to fall into the ground and die in order that God’s purpose might be effected through His death. God had said that it was not good for man to be alone and caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam. It refers to the death of Christ according to divine purpose. What was in mind was the assembly. She is the bride of Christ and nearest to divine Persons, the greatest vessel in the universe, the tabernacle of God where He will dwell with men eternally. Other families will be there but the assembly will be God’s tabernacle and the other families will be in relation to it. There will be the outshining of God in a world of blessing, where the assembly will be as filled with the knowledge of God, in nearness to Himself, and men blessed in a scene pervaded by the Spirit where Christ is the centre. There will be glory to God in response, glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus, the God who made Himself known in revelation. What a scene eternity will be where God will be all in all. 

In Joshua we see the ark moving into Jordan. In Numbers 10 the ark went before the people to search out a resting place. Here we come to the Jordan, and it says that Joshua rose early in the morning and they removed from Shittim and came to the Jordan. It was only through death that God’s people could be brought into the inheritance. The officers went through the camp and said, “When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place and go after it”. Dear friends, may we be affected by it! May we see the movement of the ark in this way and move. Christ in John’s gospel is thus presented to us as the centre of attraction in order that we might be drawn after Him. Eternal life is in view, that we might enter into the inheritance, that we might enter into the great thoughts of God for us in purpose. The ark and the priests carrying it represent Christ in death, the priests’ feet stood firm in the Jordan. 

There was a distance of two thousand cubits between the ark and the people when the ark moved into Jordan. Think of what it meant for Christ to go into death! None could follow Him there. Think of what He was going to face, what was before Him to do the Father’s will! 

John shows us how the Lord moved into death in virtue of what He was in Himself. Think of the glory of the Person by whom the worlds were made, how He came into manhood and had the power to lay down His life and take it again. Death had to give way when Christ moved into it. He did it as submitting to the Father’s will. It was grace when He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23: 34), when God hearkened to the voice of a man. It is the day of grace. The cold night of judgment is coming, but God gave His own Son for you and for me in order that we might be brought into blessing. Think of what He endured on the cross for you and for me when He was forsaken by God in those three hours of darkness, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Mark 15: 34), when He who knew not sin was made sin for us. Sin was dealt with on the cross in Jesus. God spared not His own Son. The relationship remained but the communion was broken until He could say, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”, Luke 23: 46. He bowed His head and delivered up His spirit as going into death. The Lord bowed His head in triumph. It says of Samson in the type that he “bowed himself” (Judges 16: 30), when he brought down man’s system in his death. The two pillars there would speak of the lust of the flesh and the pride of life, what makes up Satan’s world. There was nothing of that in Jesus. The temptations brought out the perfection of what was there in Him. There was One there the enemy could not touch, and there is an order of things in the assembly which the enemy cannot touch either, the gates of hades will not prevail against it. There is one body and one Spirit. 

So the Lord went into death triumphantly. God did not suffer His holy One to see corruption, He entered death’s domain, He had laid down His life and He had authority to take it again. 

He ever was who He was in His person in subjecting Himself, and the Father has given all things to be in His hand. What a Saviour He is! He is able to save completely those who approach by Him to God. The One in whom God came out to us is the One by whom we can draw near to Him. He has met every requirement of a holy God, He has terminated the man of sin and shame, and He has broken the power of death. Atonement has been made, His precious blood has been shed, He was buried and He rose from among the dead. Death could not hold Him, He broke its power, a power man could do nothing against. He broke it and rose triumphantly out of the grave; in resurrection He declares the Father’s name to His brethren. The work of Christ secured everything for God’s pleasure and the eternal day will declare what He has done. John says that if all that Jesus did was written the world could not contain the books. 

When we come to Hebrews we see how God has come out in Christ. The ark in the tabernacle speaks of the One in whom God has come out, the gold and the acacia wood speaking of the glory of His Person and His manhood. The table of shewbread is our association with Him. To be associated with the Son of God is the greatest privilege we have and the gospel has in view that we might be with Him in the liberty of sonship. Christ is the Firstborn among many brethren. He is the Head of the assembly, His body, a vessel through which the all-various wisdom of God is now made known to heavenly principalities and authorities, according to the purpose of the ages. The purpose of God was not only in relation to the eternal day—that will be final—nor was it only in relation to the world to come, where there will be the glorious display of what God has had here in the mystery in this wonderful dispensation, but it also stood in relation to the present time, in which, in this very scene. God has a vessel through which there is the expression of the manifold wisdom of God. Think of the glory of the assembly, that there should be such a vessel that is united to Christ where He is, and that there should be the practical working out of this glorious mystery now! 

So in Hebrews we see Jesus, who was made some little inferior to the angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour. We see Him there in the light of the world to come. We see Him coming into His rights. In the Supper we announce His death until He comes. He will soon take His rights publicly that have so long been refused, and the saints will come out with Him when He appears. Paul says that the crown of righteousness was laid up for him, and not for him only but for all those who love His appearing (see 2 Timothy 4: 8). Are we amongst those who love His appearing? Would we love to see the Lord Jesus take His rightful place? “Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness”, Isaiah 32: 1. 

It says here, “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings” (Hebrews 2: 10). Jesus has been made both Lord and Christ. Ah the glory of it! He is Lord of lords and King of kings. Beloved friends, what is the world in comparison with what we are speaking of? Is not all that fading into oblivion in our spirits? We must have common sense for we are still here, but we should be conscious of what our place is, as seated with Christ in heavenly places. 

It speaks of the leader of our salvation. He is the One who begins the matter and sets it on. Not only did He begin it, He set it on to completion. What a great salvation! It says, “how shall we escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation” (Hebrews 2: 3). We have One who is carrying matters through to completion, a Priest ever living to intercede for us. 

We may not always be conscious of it, but the Lord Jesus loves His own to the end, and He is serving us in His priestly service and in His shepherd service and in the washing of water by the word. 

In Hebrews 10 the new and living way has been opened. 

‘He’s gone within the veil, 

For us that place has won; 

In Him we stand, a heav’nly band, 

Where He Himself is gone’. (Hymn 12) 

Is that not wonderful? To have a place with Christ where He is? He said to the Father, “as to those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world”, John 17: 24. What a glory to behold! In verse 22 He says, “the glory which thou hast given me I have given them”. That is a conferred glory. Christ and the church in the same glory, a glory we share. It involves our place in sonship, the many sons brought to glory. What a dignified place that is, to be associated with Christ in the presence of the Father! In accordance with the parable Luke 15, we are brought into the liberty of the Father’s presence. The best robe is there for lost sinners like you and me. Think of the wonder of God’s grace, the riches of His grace, able to meet every need, and the glory of His grace that will be displayed to a wondering universe in a coming day. God will display through sinners like you and me what the glory of His grace is. It is not only that He met our need down here, but that we are brought into His own presence through reconciliation. 

So we have boldness to enter. The way has been opened up, the work is complete. Christ has completed the work that His Father gave Him to do, and the Father’s heart and the Father’s house are open for you. 

Oh that you might have a touch of divine grace! A sense of the grace of God, shining out in this wonderful dispensation! “Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the holy of holies by the blood of Jesus, the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, and having a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water”. We need the water as well as the blood. The Holy Spirit bears witness for the Spirit is the truth. They that bear witness are three—the Spirit, and the water, and the blood; and the three agree in one. The blood is available to us for cleansing us from our sins. If we walk in the light as God is in the light we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. And then there is the moral cleansing of the water. 

The Lord knows our weakness. The priesthood of Christ is for our infirmities. We may feel nothing but weakness in ourselves. Let us go to the Lord about it and seek His priestly grace. 

He sympathises with us. He feels with us. We have a Priest who has been tempted in like manner, sin apart, and He is able to help us in all our need. Such a Priest we have, to serve us in the light of our heavenly calling. Let us then have boldness for entering the holy of holies by the blood of Jesus, the new and living way. Let us approach! The work has been completed! He was delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification; and we being justified have peace towards God and have access by faith into this favour in which we stand. We need to be walking in faith, and we will have the power of the Holy Spirit. We need to put our bodies on the altar for priestly service to prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, a consecrated people. 

The Lord sanctified Himself for us in order that we might be sanctified and He is not ashamed to call us brethren. It is our privilege to be in the holiest, 

‘In Him we stand, a heav’nly band, 

Where He Himself has gone’. 

God has in mind that we might have the joy and happiness of our eternal place with Him in His purpose towards us, as having believed in the precious name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and being sealed by the Holy Spirit. The ark has made its way into the inheritance as a type of the way Christ has gone, in order that we might have eternal life, that we might be brought into the enjoyment of all that God has prepared for those that love Him. We come into it through faith, but it is by the Spirit we know it, not just because of what is in the Bible, but by what is livingly wrought in us by the Holy Spirit. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Ormond Beach
1 January 1994 

 


Scripture references

Joshua 3:1-4 (JND) [1] And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. [2] And it came to pass at the end of three days, that the officers went through the camp; [3] and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it; [4] yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Ye shall not come near it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go; for ye have not passed this way heretofore.

Hebrews 2:9-10 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Hebrews 10:19-23 (JND) [19] Having therefore, brethren, boldness for entering into the [holy of] holies by the blood of Jesus, [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh, [21] and [having] a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us approach with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience, and washed as to our body with pure water. [23] Let us hold fast the confession of the hope unwavering, (for he [is] faithful who has promised;)

Ezekiel 44:4 (JND) [4] And he brought me the way of the north gate before the house; and I beheld, and lo, the glory of Jehovah filled the house of Jehovah: and I fell upon my face.

Ezekiel 47:1-2 (JND) [1] And he brought me back to the door of the house; and behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the house eastward: for the front of the house was eastward. And the waters came down from under, from the right side of the house, south of the altar. [2] And he brought me out by the way of the gate northward, and led me round outside unto the outer gate towards [the gate] that looketh eastward; and behold, waters ran out on the right side.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 1:10 (JND) [10] He was in the world, and the world had [its] being through him, and the world knew him not.

Numbers 10 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. [3] And when they shall blow with them, the whole assembly shall gather to thee at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Mark 15:34 (JND) [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Judges 16:30 (JND) [30] And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines! And he bowed himself with might; and the house fell on the lords, and on all the people that were therein. So the dead that he slew at his death were more than those whom he had slain in his life.

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Isaiah 32:1 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Hebrews 2:3 (JND) [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard;

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …



EXTRACT

Let me ask you, are you sensible of the gravity of division? The assembly cannot be divided as a field. In a division the Head cannot go with both parts. The Lord goes with one side only—He cannot go with both. Then the issue is very solemn, and be assured, if the Lord be not with you, though you may preserve a fair character and an unblemished reputation, and though you may be blessed in the gospel, your light and knowledge of His mind is sure to wane. I have seen it over and over that even godly souls when they lose the presence of the Lord in their midst never receive any fresh light from Him. They are alive but dwarfs. 

J. B. Stoney (‘Letters’ Vol. 1, p.183)
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