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THE LORD’S SUPPER

1 Corinthians 10: 14–17; 11: 23–26; Matthew 26: 30; Psalm 122: 1–9 

JW  I wondered if we could consider the Lord’s supper as being the focal matter in our Christian experience. I am thinking of what leads up to it and what the occasion is itself, and what flows out of it. The scripture in 1 Corinthians 10 bears on fellowship and our being loyal to the fellowship. It is the fellowship of Christ’s death and the way Paul writes here is to deliver us from idolatry. We are not speaking of heathendom, we are speaking of what may exist at the present time and I think the presentation of the cup here is calculated to do that—it is “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ?” 

I would take it that what is brought before us in the blood of the Christ is what God is in Christ, and it is the blood of such a One that would appeal to our affections, that we might have God before us. In our individual pathways we would be governed by that, the love of God as expressed in the blood of the Christ, we would have God before us. Of the bread it says, “The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ?” The body of the Christ is the body in which the will of God was expressed. So that we are governed by that in our pathway here, the love of God and the will of God. I think these things as kept before us would preserve us from idolatry and preserve us from lawlessness, because it says, “we, being many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf”. 

That brings in the saints and abstractly would involve all the saints of the assembly; no true believer, as having the Spirit, is excluded from that, but fellowship is restricted in the present day because we have to keep to the conditions and principles of the fellowship of Christ’s death, and that has a restricting character on those we can have fellowship with practically. 

But we never forget the whole, we all partake of that one loaf, “we, being many, are one loaf, one body”. The will of God was expressed in that and the intention is that, as believers, we should be governed by the will of God. I wondered also if the one body brings in the thought of the organism, the vital links we have as in the organism. 

When we come to the Lord’s supper itself, I think it is the personal love of Christ expressed, first of all in His body. It is very touching the way that Paul speaks of it, “I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread”. That is a great appeal to our affections, and He says, “This is my body, which is for you—this do in remembrance of me”. I think this is His own personal body, the way He has expressed His love for the assembly. In assembling to break bread, we assemble in the light of the whole assembly. We have to keep that before us, there are only a few available to us but we assemble in the light of the whole assembly, and we are in assembly relationships as we gather. It is not a household setting, it is not a personal setting, the Lord’s supper is in an assembly setting, an assembly occasion. I wondered if 1 Corinthians 10 brings about in us moral suitability to partake of the Supper and, as partaking of the Supper, we assemble together. It says in Acts, “we being assembled to break bread” (Acts 20: 7), there are the features of bridal affections in the saints as gathered in that way, and the Lord’s love is the great appeal to us. He says, “This is my body, which is for you”, and “In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood”. Again I think the emphasis is on His blood, and whilst the disposition of God is made known to us in the new covenant, it is His blood and I think His personal love is before us because it is in remembrance of Him, the living One. 

I thought the other scriptures might help us to see what flows out of the Supper, “having sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives”, that is, there is a line of ascent in singing together. It was a custom for the Lord to go to the mount of Olives but here “they went out”, it was a mutual matter, the singing of a hymn and then going to the mount of Olives. It was the line of ascent, into heavenly relationships, into the heavenly region, which really flows out of the Supper. 

I wondered if that is also included in Psalm 122, I was thinking particularly of the reference to “Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jah” involving, I think, the thought of ascent in the assembly, the whole assembly. As the Lord comes in, there is the side in Luke He comes into “their midst”, but in John it is “the midst”. It is the whole assembly, the experience of what the assembly is in going up and ascending. I wondered if the rest of the psalm brings out that that really colours our lives, colours our activities. It is Jerusalem, it is the assembly before us in type, it becomes our great interest, our chief interest. I wondered if we might get help in considering this. 

PLJ  It is the divine centre. 

JW  Yes, and it is to be our centre. 

PLJ  That is what I was thinking. Paul here is thinking of the assembly as the divine centre. We know the assembly involves persons but I was thinking of Jerusalem as the divine centre, that is how we should view it. 

JW  Everything centres in that at the present time, the time we are in is the greatest dispensation, when the truth of the assembly has been brought out, and I think the Lord’s supper, which is the focal point for us while we are here, is placed in the setting of the assembly. 

PLJ  I wondered about the expression in verse 17. 

JW  “Because we, being many, are one loaf, one body”. It is the whole assembly. 

PLJ  That is right. That is the way we come together in the light of the assembly. 

JW  We come together in assembly relations, we are not the assembly, however large a company we may be. If you get the largest company possible here in Denton it is 

not the assembly, but we come together in the light of it and in assembly relations. We do not come together as a congregation, we come together in the light of the assembly and in assembly relations. 

CB  Would 1 Corinthians 10 be a moral preparation? 

JW  Yes. Moral suitability, that is right. I just wondered, if we are governed in our walk and lives here by the love of God which is expressed in 1 Corinthians 10, and the will of God, which the loaf speaks of, that will bring us into moral suitability to partake of the Supper. Ever bearing in mind that what is presented to us in 1 Corinthians 10 is the fellowship of Christ’s death, and that really governs us in our path here; so we are to be consistent with the death of Christ in our walk and ways here. That would bring about moral suitability. What would you say? 

CB  We would have that in our minds during the week? 

JW  I was thinking of that, we have the Lord’s supper before us; we are either going to the Supper, or coming from it, and we have that before us, that we are going to partake of the emblems on Lord’s day, and remember the Lord Jesus, and we want to be in moral suitability to it. 

DMW  It is a very great thing, there can be nothing greater than the Lord’s supper. We are waiting for the Lord Jesus, but we are looking forward to the Supper, we are really beginning to look forward to it now for next Lord’s day. We sometimes say, Well, how can I be prepared? I think this is how we can be prepared, the love of God and the will of God is before us, from this point forward. We know it is the desire of the Lord Jesus that we come morally suitable to the great occasion of the Supper. 

JW  That is just what I was thinking, that we keep that before us, it preserves us from what Paul speaks here of idolatry. We are not in danger of actual heathen idolatry, but idolatry as set out in this chapter where Paul says, “Neither be ye idolaters, as some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play”, 1 Corinthians 10: 7. That is the danger, the 

form which idolatry can take today, that is, we have a good time here in this scene which has rejected Christ, and we are not loyal and faithful, and not consistent with the death of Christ. 

DMW  That is what you mean by being loyal to His death. Say more about it. 

JW  We sometimes sing when we are together, 

‘... Thy death we deem 

Our point of severance from this scene’ (Hymn 192), 

the Lord Jesus went out of this scene by way of death and, not only went out of this scene by way of death but, in His death, the man that governs this scene was ended, finished with. It is a testing matter that we can so easily minister to and gratify ourselves, but that man was ended in the death of Christ. So it involves our associations, where we go and what we do; we involve the saints in what we do, but we have to keep in mind the basis of our fellowship is the death of Christ. That is the basis of it, we could have no fellowship apart from the death of Christ. The fellowship of God’s Son is the dignity of it, and the bond in the fellowship is Jesus Christ our Lord. The basis of it is the death of Christ. 

PLJ  The death of Christ put an end to the world as far as God is concerned. The whole time of trial and testing is finished. So that the world is totally set aside, and that is the way we should be. It is no longer a time of testing and trial, but the rejection of Christ is the termination of the world. 

JW  Paul speaks to intelligent persons, and we should be intelligent about that. I think also, the cup coming first here, means the love of Christ is to appeal to our affections. It is only in true affection we can seek to maintain that. 

PLJ  Otherwise we get legal. 

JW  That is right. 

DMW  In Acts 20 it is a similar thought, “the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own” (Acts 20: 28). Such a love as that, expending, is what would attract us! The love of God and the will of God was in that, to bring us into what is in mind, for our 

blessing and good. I say this for myself, I know we all at times do not think of the love of God and the will of God as we proceed during the week. I think it would help us to know the basis of the fellowship, it is the fellowship of the Lord’s death, which opens the way for blessing. 

JW  Yes. 

TRV  Would you say some more about this thought of fellowship? The verses in 1 Corinthians 10, the bread which we break, the cup which we partake of, seem to be perhaps an occasion, but fellowship is broader than that is it not? Does it bring in in 1 Corinthians 10 

especially, communion (the footnote says ‘or ‘fellowship”), it would broaden out as we have been saying, so we should be careful not to isolate it to a particular occasion? 

JW  That is right. The way it is presented in 1 Corinthians 10 it is not exactly the Lord’s supper, it is the matter of fellowship, it is that the truth of the Lord’s supper really governs me personally, individually in my path here. I am true to Christ’s death and I am true to the fellowship; 1 Corinthians 10 bears on our individual path, as having part in the fellowship. 

TRV  I think it is important for us to carry this. It is not just the fellowship we have as coming together and assembling, it is much more than that as you have pointed out. Everything we do either contributes to, or detracts from the fellowship in that sense. 

JW  The Lord’s supper is for those in fellowship, those who are true to the fellowship, loyal to it, do you think? 

TRV  Yes, that is good. That is why the cup is first. 

JW  Just so. 

SS  The Supper is an expression of fellowship. 

JW  Practically it is the greatest side of fellowship, it is the expression of it. We should come together as in fellowship and true to the fellowship. 

DMW  Could you say that the Lord’s supper is a culmination of the fellowship of Christ’s death, and as we have sought to be governed by the love and the will of God, and so we come together in assembly relations to celebrate that? 

JW  That is right. 

DMW  It is not in memory of our sins or anything like that, even bringing that in. It is a celebration that we have been helped in during the week to be in fellowship with Christ’s death by doing the will of God and being governed by the love of God. 

JW  What you say as to there being a celebration is a good word to use. It is a celebration, I think that as true to that we are free to partake of the Supper, free from other things, free from every encumbrance really to partake restfully and freely at the Lord’s supper. 

DMW  We may be holding to things in this scene but we need to keep before us what has been done that leads to another area of things. 

JW  We need to keep that before us. The Lord’s supper itself is in the wilderness but it leads into the land. The service of God really is on this line of ascent, what flows out of the Supper, you have the power to ascend. 

TRV  I was struck recently with what Paul says, “I received from the Lord, that which I also delivered”. So, it is from that heavenly Man, He gave this so that we could enter into it on the other side of death, death is completely behind us, it is from heaven that the authority is given for this occasion. 

JW  The final words as to the Lord’s supper were given to Paul from Christ in glory, and really that is what governs us. The Lord, in the gospels, is not quite the same, He inaugurated the Supper when He was here, in the night in which He was delivered up, but what He gave to Paul from the glory is the final word as to the Supper. That is what governs us at the present time. 

TRV  Would you say that in the gospels, when the Lord takes it up with His own, it is to demonstrate His love and affection, and what He would anticipate providing for us to draw out our hearts? 

JW  Yes, I mean He had His own with Him. He had the twelve with Him, they had a distinct place in the inauguration of things in Christianity, and He would leave with those persons what His own desires were that we should have remembrance of Him. That was given to the twelve but this is what is given to Paul from the glory. It is not setting aside what was given to the twelve but it is the final word as to it. In 1 Corinthians 11 it is put in an assembly setting. In the beginning of the Acts they broke bread in the houses, but Paul really, from the Lord in glory, put it in an assembly setting. 

PLJ  Yes, “this do in remembrance of me”, we show His death, but it is in remembrance of Him. 

JW  That is really what is for the Lord Himself, in the Supper, it is the remembrance of Himself. In the loaf and in the cup it is the remembrance of the Lord, that we have Him personally before us. His love and how it has been expressed in death, but He Himself personally before us, the living One. 

DMW  In the gospels it has a link with the passover too, but here it does not have a link with the passover. The passover may underlie that and bear on the fellowship of His death during the week, but this is in assembly relations. It is a wonderful celebration. 

JW  It is a wonderful celebration, and what you say as to the passover is right, there is no mention of it here. In the way it is presented in the gospels the passover really leads into the Supper. The passover would be what we take up individually, or householdly in the week, that Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed. That brings out what Christ has suffered for, my sins, but that is not before us at the Lord’s supper, it is the personal love of Christ expressed in death. 1 Corinthians 10 gives us what leads up to it, bringing about in us moral suitability for it, but in 1 Corinthians 11 it is really in an assembly setting. We have to understand what assembly relations are, we are in assembly relations although we are not the assembly. We keep the whole assembly before us, and we are governed by the light of it. 

DMW  The assembly in its public position in testimony is not going through in the way it was established in the day of Pentecost, it lost that place, but assembly light, assembly privilege, assembly responsibility, the character of those things in assembly relations will do. We have no other authority but what is in the Scriptures, and that is what we want to continue in lowliness. 

JW  Assembly relationships involve our relations with Christ and with one another. 

PLJ  The assembly is still here. 

DMW  Yes, it is here, but what is in the saints, it seems to me, is assembly light, assembly relations. 

PLJ  That is the light that governs us, the light of the assembly. 

JW  We have the light of the assembly, but I think assembly relations mean that we are in relationship with Christ, and we are in relationship with one another as governed by the light of the assembly. 

PLJ  Yes, the character is still the same. 

JW  Yes, and that governs our relations together. Mr. Taylor said that when we come to the Supper the first thing we do is, to greet the saints, look at the saints. It is not just that we come together as a congregation or as individuals, we come together in the light of the assembly and we have assembly relations in that way. 

DMW  I do not know if it could be said dogmatically we come together because the Lord is there, I do not think so. I think we come because the brethren are there and then things appear out of that. 

JW  We do not come because the Lord is there, He is absent, but the saints are there. 

DMW  Yes, but He comes in. If the love and conditions are right He comes in, but it is His prerogative. 

JW  We cannot say it is automatic but we come together in expectancy. If we are maintaining the truth as to the fellowship of His death we come together expecting that the Lord may come. We cannot say He must come, we cannot exactly dictate to the Lord what He would do, but we come together with the desire that He may come. But when we assemble together He is absent, we do not gather to the Lord in that sense. We come here to remember Him, we assemble to remember Him. 

DMW  Gathering together to His name would suggest His absence. 

JW  Yes, that is right. 

SS  I understand that would help to preserve us from getting on ecclesiastical lines, because if we start making claims that the Lord is with us, we are going to find we are on wrong lines. Like you said, the Lord comes to a company or to persons. 

JW  We have to recognise the public position, and keeping before us the truth of the whole assembly would help us to recognise the public position. I do not think, in view of the public breakdown, the Lord recognises publicly any company today. But where there is loyalty to Him, where the truth of the fellowship is maintained, He will come. 

DMW  That has been taken up wrongly, I think, and it has been a humbling experience to come to it in our souls that there is no special company; the only special company the Lord ever has in His heart is the assembly. 

JW  The whole assembly. 

PLJ  The assembly is here. 

DMW  The assembly is here, it is here in broken conditions. 

PLJ  So that governs our exercises, we are not the assembly but we walk in the light of it. 

JW  We keep before us the whole assembly, otherwise we get a sectarian view of things. We must keep the light of the whole assembly before us. 

PLJ  That is really what I had in mind in saying that the assembly is here, the whole assembly. 

JW  His body is here, we come together in the light of that, then what we experience is the Lord’s personal love. He brings the emblems before us as the tokens of His matchless love, as we sometimes sing (Hymn 339). That really should affect our hearts in remembrance of Himself. 

DMW  I suppose if we think of assembly relations when we come together for the Supper we would have faith that the assembly is here. It is not here in an ecclesiastical sense but it is here so we hold these relations dear. Christ loved the assembly. We gather in the light of that. 

JW  “This is my body, which is for you” is for the assembly, and it is for the whole assembly. We have to keep that before us and what we enter into after the Supper is the experience of what the assembly is, in its fulness. 

TRV  What flows out of it, the remembrance, the love-feast that we have would follow on to the service of God, it really flows out of our hearts being fully engaged with that One. 

JW  Yes, that is right. 

TRV  Remember Me. 

JW  He has the central place in our affections and as He comes in He would lead us. 

He is the One who leads in the assembly. The remembrance of Himself is that we have that One before us, in our minds and in our affections. Remembrance must involve our minds being engaged with Himself in the Supper. It is easy to take the Supper in an automatic way but, during the Supper, the focus is upon Him, our minds and affections are engaged with Him. 

TRV  That is helpful, because in line with what we had referred to as to the Lord and the passover, what we would have during the week, our thoughts would rightly so involve ourselves with what we have been sheltered from and what the Lord has done for us; our hearts are taken up in that way, but it progresses on to where we come to 1 Corinthians 11, we assemble, we remember Him, we could almost say we have no thought of ourselves, our thoughts are all on Him. 

JW  That is it, He is the One before us, we need the Spirit’s help for this, that our minds particularly might be focused on Him. As our minds are focused on Him we will surely get some impression of Himself and His love. In Matthew 26 we come to what flows out of the Supper. First of all, “having sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives”. It was the custom for the Lord to go to the mount of Olives, but this is something additional, as having partaken of the loaf, partaken of the Supper. It comes into both Matthew and Mark, but in Matthew particularly the side of eating is emphasised. There is something to be appropriated spiritually in the Supper. The love of Christ in the loaf is to be appropriated, and what is expressed in the cup is to be appropriated by us. That really forms us and gives us spiritual strength, giving us a constitution spiritually to enter into heaven’s things. So “having sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives”, that is the line of ascent, it is the Lord’s ascent. The Queen of Sheba saw Solomon’s ascent, and the Lord has ascended but He has the assembly with Him on this line of ascent, and I think that is what is suggested in going out to the mount of Olives. 

DMW  It is a spiritual idea entirely, is it? 

JW  Yes. 

DMW  It is spiritual fruitfulness involved in the ascent, which would have in mind elevation, really off the earth even though our bodies are still here. It is an ascending time, like being raised up together and made to sit down together in the heavenlies. Would you say something about these thoughts? 

JW  Well, I think the line of ascent is in conscious relations with Christ Himself, as His brethren, and as the assembly, and in association with Him as sons. That is all on the line of ascent, it must be in relationship with Christ Himself and association with Him. What would you say? 

DMW  We will be in association with Christ eternally, but now we have the spiritual movement that elevates us in association with Christ, in relationship with Him, and He before the Father. I think this is the way He would lead us. 

JW  I am sure of that. I do not know how the brethren get on here generally, but sometimes there is a slowness or reluctance to get on to the side of heavenly relationships after the Supper. We do not despise the Lord’s pathway, but what really is before us is the association with Him as the ascended Man, in heavenly relationships. 

TRV  Would you connect Hebrews 2 where the Lord leads the praises of the assembly with that? It is really outside of anything of this scene, “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”, Hebrews 2: 12. 

JW  That is right, it is really the line of ascent He is speaking of. It must be in relationship and association with Christ Himself. I do not think there is anything more wonderful than the service of God. It is the most precious truth we can enter into and the Lord’s supper is the way into it. Some brethren still have the Supper at the end of the meeting, but the Lord’s supper is the way out of the world and the way into what is heavenly and spiritual. 

SS  Sometimes we may have ability to dwell on the Lord as to His greatness as Lord, and so forth, and no doubt that brings in pleasure, but we really should link on with Him in His thoughts, and move with Him to the presence of the Father, to bring pleasure and satisfaction to Him. 

JW  One of the first impacts upon us as we are conscious of the Lord being there, is to worship Him because of who He is. But what you say is right, He would lead us on, and really what He has before Him is what is for the Father, and what is for God. He said to Mary, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God” (John 20: 17), that is really what the Lord had before Him. 

SS  What I have been impressed with of late is that that is how we really provide the most pleasure and satisfaction to the Lord. 

JW  Yes, to be with Him in it. He has the assembly for Himself, He secured it for Himself. I remember a brother saying, It brings out the unselfish character of the Lord that He has the assembly for Himself, but what He has in mind is what is for God. As our brother has quoted, “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”. 

DMW  I think there is something distinctive in our spontaneous response in bridal affections. As there is some manifestation of the Lord as He comes in we would worship Him, but then there is something peculiarly satisfying to His heart and affections as Man, and that seems to me to be a necessity for His liberty to lead on in the midst of the assembly in praises to the Father. 

JW  Union with Christ is the side of mutual admiration, is it not? It is not really the side of worship so much, it is union, the two being one flesh, Christ and the assembly in reciprocal affections, Christ’s love for the assembly and the assembly’s love for Christ, and the side of mutual admiration. The glories of Christ as Man would be before us. 

DMW  It is an intimate thing really. There are certain things, in love, I may direct my wife to do; but there are other things which are quite intimate, what no one knows about, and that is the thought of union, it is intimacy, it is the thought of love between Christ as Man and the assembly as the bride. 

JW  That is right. It is not a question of the assembly being told what to do, she is intimate with Christ and knows His mind, knows His movements, knows His affection, and moves with Him in that way. 

DMW  He is not exactly leading us in that sense, it is instinctive and spontaneous, in view of His leading us in worship and in praise to the Father. 

JW  I think the Lord’s headship operates where that is known; there is what is instinctive, what is in affinity with Himself, what is spiritual, it involves spiritual intelligence and affection, and the Lord’s headship operates in view of that. 

PLJ  It is not authority. 

JW  No, it is not authority. It is direction from the Head. 

PLJ  Almost instinctive. 

JW  If there is a company together unintelligent in divine things, I cannot see how the Lord’s headship can operate. It involves spiritual formation, spiritual intelligence. It is impulse from the Head, but in relation to what is spiritual among the saints, what is of Himself. 

PLJ  Yes, spiritual intelligence is important, I think, because we know in fundamentalism and Christendom there may be intelligence but not what is spiritual. 

JW  Spiritual intelligence comes about through appreciating what the assembly is to Christ. We should get a touch in the psalm now, to this reference to “Jerusalem, which art built as a city that is compact together. Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jah”. It was a great thing in the Old Testament to see the tribes go up. It is just a figure of what proceeds in the assembly, not just the local situation, but what the assembly is as a spiritual vessel, a spiritual entity. The full thought would be here in the tribes going up, “Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jah, a testimony to Israel, to give thanks unto the name of Jehovah”, it is really that God might get His portion. 

DMW  It is not a testimony to men here. 

JW  No, it is a testimony to Israel. The note says ‘or ‘Israel’s custom”. It is really a testimony to what is in the saints in that way. 

SS  I just was thinking that it seems to go back to what we had on Wednesday in the reading. Jerusalem is built as a city that is compact together, fitted together as we get in Ephesians, and it has to do with assembly relations. 

JW  Just so, compact together. As the brother said in his word on Thursday, the assembly is composed of persons, the idea of being compact together. You get that idea in Ephesians, being compact together. 

SS  Well, it just impressed me, the sense of closeness, next to one another; not a sense of aloofness or anything like that, but compact together. 

JW  Very good. That is the idea of what the assembly is vitally. You take the public position, it is scattered, but this is the spiritual view, God’s view of the assembly and the saints as compact together. 

DMW  Is that the importance of getting through to “the midst” rather than “their midst”, because “their midst” is more local, but assembly relations involve “the midst”, “in the midst of the assembly”? It is a wonderful thing, the saints compact together, it is not just a few, it is the whole. 

JW  It is the whole, that is right. Sometimes questions are asked among us as to how we get a view of the whole assembly. We do not get it by looking at the public position. I think, for myself, what I have experienced of it is, you get a view of it in the service of God, we get a view of what the assembly is in its completeness. 

DMW  It is like “those sanctified are all of one”, Hebrews 2: 11. It is not the two or three but the myriads who are sanctified. In proceeding you get a view of things in “the midst” rather than “their midst”. 

JW  That is the idea of going up, you enter what is heavenly. We sometimes speak of a ‘sphere vast, yet finite’ (Hymn 129). We are going up into it, we are enjoying it as being conscious of it. I thought the remainder of the psalm would show us how, as having had that experience, then the assembly is our chief occupation. We pray for the peace of Jerusalem, “Peace be within thy bulwarks”. Our prayers and our interests are in relation to the assembly. 

SS  Would verse 6 to 9 really be the attitude of assembly-minded persons? I just repeat what you have said, it is our bent of mind, it is the way we view things as assembly-minded persons. 

JW  I do not think it is without significance that the prayer meeting comes on Monday usually. After having had the experience referred to, our prayers would be in relation to the assembly, assembly interests, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”. 

DMW  Do you think the Lord’s supper and how we proceed is on the basis of assembly relations, but on Monday, when we come to pray, we have had the impress of that and it is in relation to the assembly? It is not assembly relations exactly, but in relation to the assembly, in fact we are just a few praying, it is not the assembly. 

JW  No, that is right. The Lord’s supper and the service of God is a unique occasion, an assembly occasion, it is the only occasion in the week like that. We come together to pray, but our interests are in relation to the assembly. (The only other assembly meeting would be for discipline). 

DMW  I suppose the personnel that we walk with are especially before us because we desire that the light of the assembly be before all of us. 

JW  That is right. 

PLJ  That is why it says, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”. Not peace of a few but the company, Jerusalem. 

JW  I think we keep before us the whole assembly, all the saints, but primarily our responsibility is the working out of things with the few that are available to us. We should be available to others, I mean I feel free to pray for all believers as belonging to the assembly, in the prayer meeting, but we need to keep before us in a prime way the working out of things practically at the present time. 

PLJ  We can only work it out if we are moving in the light of the assembly, Jerusalem, the whole thing. We do not want to get on the line of viewing them as a fragment, but as the assembly, do you think? 

JW  We need to keep before us love towards all the saints, and to see what the saints are to God. However scattered things are publicly, they are still God’s inheritance in the saints, what the saints are to God. We need to keep that before us in our prayers. But in the practical working out of things there are exercises at the present time to be carried. I often thing of the prayer meeting as being the golden altar, it is the altar of incense to God. We come as burdened but there is what is fragrant to God, as we view the saints as what they are according to God, and pray in that relation. 

SS  It is only His chief interest we are occupied with, what He is interested in and that is the fragrant incense. There is the sense of communion He has with His own because of their share of His thoughts of things. 

JW  That is right. It is what the saints are to God, what the assembly is to Christ, we keep those things before us in our exercises and prayers. We want all the saints to come into it, that would be our desire. What we have, and enter into, is not just for a few, it is for all, and our desire would be that the saints might come into it. But then that raises questions with us as to suitability. Can we be entrusted with persons? Are the conditions with us to which the Lord can entrust persons? 

DMW  Would you say also, to recover persons to us? 

JW  We would look for that. 

DMW  I enjoy what you are saying. In relation to the epistle to Philemon, it is interesting that it is written to the assembly “in thine house”. So I think it suggests smaller things on the one hand, although we know this gathering was linked with Colosse, but Paul says in Philemon, “I thank my God, always making mention of thee at my prayers, hearing of thy love and the faith which thou hast towards the Lord Jesus, and towards all the saints”, Philemon 4, 5. That is Colossian and Ephesian language. In Colossians it says, “praying for you, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints”, Colossians 1: 4. In Ephesians it is the same language, “Wherefore I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you, and the love which ye have towards all the saints”, Ephesians 1: 15. So, it suggests small conditions, and one person being recovered, and moral conditions being available there in connection with Philemon and his house. Wherever they are gathered together, it is still the same, it is love towards all the saints. 

JW  The more fully we enter into what we had this morning in the service of God, where you get a view of what the assembly is, surely our hearts would be expanded towards all saints. What you say as to Philemon is interesting because the household is brought in. It really brings forth the family setting. 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 10:14-17 (JND) [14] Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. [15] I speak as to intelligent [persons]: do *ye* judge what I say. [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me. [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come.

Matthew 26:30 (JND) [30] And having sung a hymn, they went out to the mount of Olives.

Psalms 122:1-9 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah. [2] Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. [3] Jerusalem, which art built as a city that is compact together, [4] Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of Jah, a testimony to Israel, to give thanks unto the name of Jehovah. [5] For there are set thrones for judgment, the thrones of the house of David. [6] Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. [7] Peace be within thy bulwarks, prosperity within thy palaces. [8] For my brethren and companions' sakes I will say, Peace be within thee! [9] Because of the house of Jehovah our God I will seek thy good.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

Acts 20:7 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight.

Psalms 122 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah. [2] Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. [3] Jerusalem, which art built as a city that is compact together, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10:7 (JND) [7] Neither be ye idolaters, as some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

Matthew 26 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, [2] Ye know that after two days the passover takes place, and the Son of man is delivered up to be crucified. [3] Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together to the palace of the high priest who was called Caiaphas, …

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Philemon 1:4-5 (JND) [4] I thank my God, always making mention of thee at my prayers, [5] hearing of thy love and the faith which thou hast towards the Lord Jesus, and towards all the saints,

Colossians 1:4 (JND) [4] having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints,

Ephesians 1:15 (JND) [15] Wherefore *I* also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which [is] in you, and the love which [ye have] towards all the saints,



EXPANSION OF HEART

J. T. Brown 

2 Corinthians 6: 11–13; Joshua 14: 6, 7; Psalm 84: 5 

Our brother finished his word by trusting that there may be some encouragement to our hearts from what he has had to say. I can truthfully say that what he has said has encouraged my heart; sometimes the prophetic word does that. I believe one of the reasons we have these prophetic meetings week by week is not only that we might be convicted but that we might be encouraged. It may be that there are some in this room tonight who need to be encouraged, and I believe that a prophetic word as it comes to us would encourage the heart of every one of us. I have read here in 2 Corinthians 6 about Paul’s heart; Paul had an expanded heart and I believe, as we allow the truth to have sway with us, our hearts will be expanded. He says here, “Our mouth is opened to you, Corinthians, our heart is expanded”. When here the Lord said, “For of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks”, Matthew 12: 34. I think that was so of Paul. There was an abundance in his heart, a man whose heart was filled with all that there was in the purpose of God for men. His heart was filled with the infinitude of divine grace and the greatness of divine blessings; truly his heart was expanded. You think of the way in which he came, think of the personal transaction that he had with the Lord Jesus, how very quickly his heart was expanded as it was filled with Christ. I believe the prophetic word comes to us in order that our hearts may be filled with Christ. 

So he says, “Our mouth is opened to you. Corinthians, our heart is expanded”; then he says, 

“Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your affections”. He speaks straightly to them. He had to be very straight with them in the first epistle but the beloved apostle, in the way he speaks to them, helps 

them to face the moral issue, and here in the second epistle he is bringing in this word of encouragement. He says, “Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your affections” 

but then he makes an appeal, “I speak as to children, let your heart also expand itself”. He is just about to delineate the exercises as to separation, “Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers”, and these exercises were very real, they were very testing. It was a very powerful word which Paul had to bring before them, but before he brings these exercises as to separation he says, “let your heart also expand itself”. I believe as we go through these exercises with expanded hearts we will find that Christ comes into them. Going on to chapter 7 he says, “Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in God’s fear” (1 Corinthians 7: 1). I believe that the beloved apostle would encourage them to clear the ground in order that their hearts may be ready to receive the blessings which God would confer upon them. 

I have read in the book of Joshua—I believe Joshua and Caleb were examples of persons who had expanded hearts. Their hearts were able to take in the scope of the land, the scope of the inheritance, and they were able to describe it. As a result of their own personal experience with God I believe they were able to describe the land, which they had seen forty-five years previously, and yet had a place in their affections. The other ten men may have had a distorted view of the land because it was not in their hearts, but here Caleb and Joshua had the land in their hearts. They had some sense of the greatness of the divine inheritance. They had a great sense of what God had in mind for the whole twelve tribes to go into and enjoy, “a very, very good land”, Numbers 14: 7. Now our inheritance is before us, beloved, and my desire tonight for myself, as for my brethren, is that our heavenly inheritance should have a place in our affections. Our hearts should be stirred up to receive the fulness of divine blessing and all that God 

has in mind for us. So Caleb says, “Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart”. You think of that bunch of grapes carried by two upon a pole, an evidence of the beneficence of the divine supply, typical of the greatness, the richness, the wealth of what there is in the heart of God for us to enjoy. Beloved, how great, how glorious it is. Let us, with an expanded heart, get a view of what God has in mind for us. 

In Psalm 84 it speaks of “they, in whose heart are the highways”. I believe the highways relate to the way into the inheritance. The highways have been outlined for us I think in the ministries of the recovery. Think of the way in which Mr. Darby in his ministry described the greatness of the inheritance. Then Mr. Raven, Mr. Stoney and Mr. Taylor in their ministries, how great these ministries are! I believe that the divine intention is that these great highways of the truth should have a place in our affections in order that the inheritance itself, what belongs to the purpose of God, may have a greater place in our affections. I believe if the highways are in our hearts and the inheritance is in our hearts we will be able for the exercises which come later in this psalm, as “Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a wellspring” (Psalm 84: 6). I believe as we have the inheritance in our hearts, we are able to go through these exercises of pressure and difficulty, seeing God’s end in them, what God’s great objective is, and work towards it. Let us take these great highways, therefore, beloved brethren, with the view to reaching the divine objective, that is, that Christ should be enshrined in our affections, and that we should enter into our heavenly inheritance, enter into the fulness of divine blessing. How wonderfully God has blessed us in Christ, every blessing is secured in that blessed and glorious Man. It is ours to enjoy; let us go in and take possession of that great and glorious inheritance for our blessing and for God’s glory. For His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
4 November 2003 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 6:11-13 (JND) [11] Our mouth is opened to you, Corinthians, our heart is expanded. [12] Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your affections; [13] but for an answering recompense, (I speak as to children,) let *your* heart also expand itself.

Joshua 14:6-7 (JND) [6] Then the children of Judah came near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, Thou knowest the word that Jehovah spoke to Moses the man of God, concerning me and thee, in Kadesh-barnea. [7] Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart.

Psalms 84:5 (JND) [5] Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, they, in whose heart are the highways.

2 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] But [as] fellow-workmen, we also beseech that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:) [3] giving no manner of offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed; …

Matthew 12:34 (JND) [34] Offspring of vipers! how can ye speak good things, being wicked? For of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

1 Corinthians 7:1 (JND) [1] But concerning the things of which ye have written [to me]: [It is] good for a man not to touch a woman;

Numbers 14:7 (JND) [7] And they spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it out, is a very, very good land.

Psalms 84 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.} How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Jehovah of hosts! [2] My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. [3] Yea, the sparrow hath found a house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she layeth her young, thine altars, O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God. …

Psalms 84:6 (JND) [6] Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring; yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings.



EXTRACTS

What I want to bring before you is the importance of having a commanding interest. It is necessary to man, because of how he is constituted. People who have no commanding interest are apathetic and listless. In the world people are commanded by different interests; one by business, another by politics, and another by science. A man with a commanding interest has an aim in life. It is important that we should be here as having an aim. I see people who lack energy because they have no definite object to pursue. It would greatly affect people if they had a commanding interest. I want to bring that out of this chapter (John 16). But to go back for a moment—the basis of chapter 14 is the coming of the Comforter. The relation of the Comforter with the saints down here is unfolded in chapter 14. The point in chapter 15 is our relation to the Father and the Father’s relation to us. We begin with the Spirit, and then we learn the relation in which we stand to Christ, and from that we are led on to our relation to the Father. It is in connection with the Father that we find our commanding interest, and we want to know what that interest is, and to be regulated and commanded by it. Take the Israelite of old. When the tabernacle was set up, what would then be his supreme interest? 

The tabernacle! Now the tabernacle was the truth. As to their practical state, they were perverse and lawless, and that was not the truth, but the tabernacle was figuratively the truth, and that was to be the Israelites’ supreme interest. So now the truth is to be our commanding interest. The Lord says of the Spirit, “He will guide you into all truth”, and the truth is to be our commanding interest. I shall try and make plain to you what the truth is, and then press upon you that every energy that you have should be bent on promoting the truth”. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 16, pp.65, 66) 

As already remarked, if you admit an Egyptian element it becomes gradually a dominating principle, and if it is not judged you legalise it. In the addresses to the churches you get the “Nicolaitanes”. Their works were hated at Ephesus, but they gradually got a place among the saints, and so in Pergamos their doctrine was accredited; Revelation 2: 15. When worldly principles are doctrinised (if I may use this word) they become legalised to those who accept them. I believe that is how Christendom has developed, hence you get “the doctrine of Balaam”. There is nothing said about his prophecies. They were not being treasured alongside his doctrines! They are of great account to the spiritual mind. But his doctrine was what he taught Balak. It was something that Balak should do against the people of God; how he should withstand them; that principle became legalised in the church. Jezebel too taught the Lord’s servants to commit fornication and to eat of idol sacrifices. That kind of practice becomes legalised amongst the saints. All that is on the maternal side, and so the end of the professing church is apostasy. It is seen in Jezebel whose children are killed with death. The Lord says, “I will kill her children with death”; this was to the end that all the churches might know that He judges. In this way one sees how things that seem trifling at the outset may soon become dominant and legalised, so that they give character to those who receive them. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 9, p.368) 
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Scripture references

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

Revelation 2:15 (JND) [15] So thou also hast those who hold the doctrine of Nicolaitanes in like manner.
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