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DIVINE MOVEMENTS IN BLESSING

R. Taylor 

Luke 15: 4, 5, 8, 18–24 

I want to make some application of the movements that the Lord speaks of here to how God comes out to bless. When sin came into the world through man, what man sought to do was to hide himself; he tried fig leaves, and man might have been content to leave things like that, but it was God who raised the question, “Where art thou?”, Genesis 3: 9. He would raise that with you—Where are you? Where are you in relation to God, who spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all (see Romans 8: 32). Where are you in your soul’s history with God? Perhaps you are trying to hide, maybe not too far away, maybe far away; however great the distance the sheep went, the shepherd covered it. So divine love is going out to find you—wherever you are. I do not know what kind of a hiding place Adam had but God found him. I do not know what kind of a hiding place you may have; the world is full of them, bolt holes they call them; they think they are safe from all that may happen. God will find you; He can find you out wherever you are, perhaps by just a word in your conscience. 

This sheep went away, it maybe did not mean to go too far, it just saw a green field and went there, then it saw another field and went there. The world has many ways of appealing to you, it could be your work or maybe sport; different things appeal to you from what appeals to me. 

You do not mean to go far away, but you just go after something that you like, something that appeals to you, and it soon becomes your all absorbing object. Now, friend, if you do not feel you have got away from God, let me tell you this, He misses you. The shepherd missed this sheep before the sheep missed the shepherd. You may go into circumstances where you 

can surround yourself with friends and fill your time, but God misses you and He is prepared to go after you, as it says of this shepherd, that he went after it until he found it. May He find you tonight. Do not put up any more barricades; may you allow the charm of the glad tidings and the appeal of divine grace to come into your heart tonight—Come to the Saviour! Come to know something of that grace that has gone so far; what a journey He has taken. Think of Him coming from heaven! It is not only that Jesus went a journey from Bethlehem to Jerusalem. He came from heaven: He came from glory, from conditions that the mind of man can never penetrate or fathom as the hymn says—‘From heav’n the Saviour came’. Think of His coming here as Luke would present Him. O, what He brought in, the angels saw it; they saw there in that Babe a Saviour who is Christ the Lord. He had to take that condition if He was going to find you. He had to come into circumstances of flesh and blood if He was going to reach you where you are. I would say again, the journey was not only from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, it was from the glory to the cross. What a journey! What steps that shepherd took to find that sheep. It involved for him a condition that was, may I say, strange to him. It involved circumstances that were not His home. What feelings He felt as He trod that way. 

He said, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven roosting-places; but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head”, Matthew 8: 20. He is the Saviour, the Saviour of sinners, treading His way through this world; putting up with those circumstances where there was nothing here in which He could find His home or minister to Him, that He may find you, as the sheep that was lost. Was it worth it? He made that calculation. That is the value He placed on the sheep. You may say, well there are ninety and nine there, that may do. No, my friend, He wants you. Perhaps all in your family have trusted the Saviour, but He wants you. Where are you? Again I ask, are you lost? May the appeal of the journey of the Shepherd come home to you. Open your heart, my 

friend, to the charm of His grace and allow the love of Jesus to fill it—O come to the Saviour! This sheep, I believe, became weary. You will get weary, if you have not proved it already. One who leaves the circle of divine love will get weary but the Saviour would seek you. O, allow the wealth of grace to lift you, as it says, “he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing”, and brings it back to the house. How great that journey, but O, the strength of the Saviour! The Shepherd is able to carry you on His shoulders in the strength of love that has been proved in the journey He took. It says that we who partake of blood and flesh through fear of death were all our lifetime subject to bondage (Hebrews 2: 15). But He, that blessed glorious Man, came into these conditions that He might break that bondage, that He may lift you on to His shoulders beyond what death could do. The fear of death holds man in bondage, sin holds man in bondage; but He, that blessed Man on Calvary has broken the power of Satan, He has broken the power of death. We preach a risen glorious Saviour able to save. Has He found you? Are you still making it difficult? Are you still seeking to find something to appease your conscience? O allow the charm of the Saviour’s love to come into your heart! 

This piece of silver had got out of the way, but it had some value. The Lord values every one. 

The valuation is measured by the journey that He took. So there is this coin but it is lost. It was out of circulation; it was not available. He wants you to be in circulation. So, it says the woman lights a lamp and sweeps the house and seeks carefully until she find it. Maybe there is sweeping tonight for you. The lamp has been lit, the light of the gospel of the glorious risen Saviour is shining in all its lustre, and the sweeping is going on. Often when you lose something it goes into an awkward corner, maybe under a piece of furniture where the cleaner does not reach. Maybe you do not miss it this week, but there comes a time when you miss the article, and you say, Where is it? Perhaps we have to move the 

furniture and sweep carefully. O, how diligently He is searching for you tonight. It is an individual matter, one coin. There it is in an awkward corner. Maybe you have got into a corner that is not often looked at. He is searching tonight to bring you in, to realise your full value. O, the Lord will make use of you. He is seeking tonight to bring you into circulation among the others. Why remain away? What a circle He would bring you into. 

Then we come to the son, he had gone away as well, gone away maybe further. It brings it very much closer home to us, but he was never out of the father’s thoughts. Perhaps you have not prayed very much lately. Maybe you were brought up to pray, but you felt you could get along without it. God has missed hearing your voice. You may have thought that it has not made much difference to your life that you have not prayed. I will tell you this, He has missed hearing your prayers. He has missed hearing what you would have to say. This son, I suppose, began that he did not pray and his father missed him every day. The father would be saying, every time he went home, ‘Has he made any contact?’ If the son did not feel it, how the father felt it! Well, friend, what has the world got to offer you? He began to be awakened with some remembrance of the father’s house and the father’s grace, and he says, “I will rise up and go to my father”. He is making his way back. Will you make the first step now? Do not wait until the end of the meeting; resolve to make the first step now—“I will rise up and go to my father”. He is still his father. His father’s love never waned towards him, he was longing to enfold him in his arms; his love was still there for him although he was in the far country. So he comes to prove the blessedness of that father’s love. He says, “I will rise up”, I say again, Rise up now! Take these simple words into your heart—‘I have been hiding long enough; I have been out of circulation long enough’. Come to the Saviour! Come to know the fulness of divine grace that is shining. I tell you this, the son 

came into blessings beyond his imagination; he came into a place of favour beyond whatever he was worthy of, beyond whatever he could have expected, he came into the father’s embrace and the wealth of the father’s house. The journey was not so long because the father covered it. What a journey Christ has covered; what a price He paid on the cross. That holy, perfect, sinless One, His blood was shed, as the hymn says, ‘Shed for rebels, shed for sinners, Shed for me’. Can you say that—‘Shed for me’? God fully values that blood and on account of it can righteously forgive repentant sinners. The work has been done, the price has been paid. The blood can atone for all that has come in in your history, it has satisfied the just claims of God’s throne. Now through confessing and believing in the name of Jesus you can be saved—“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved”, Romans 10: 9. 

May the verity of these words ring in your ears if you are still at a distance from God. May they ring in your ears if you have not yet come into the joy and blessedness of God’s house. 

As I said, the blood of Jesus enables God righteously to cover the distance. It enabled Him righteously to say, Bring out the best robe. You say the son had not said enough; you need to say less than you think—“if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart”, is all in one verse. The son here would have made a speech; that is all part of the devil’s schemes, it is all part of what is drawn up as a hiding place. You are not worthy—of course you are not—but the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son is my standing. The hymn writer says, ‘I stand upon His merit, I know no other stand’. That is the ground for God to bring out the best robe and clothe the repenting sinner. O, the father’s joy as he said, 

“Bring out the best robe”. It is there waiting for you, my friend, you do not have to be measured. The work has been done by Jesus and He has been raised from 

among the dead; the work has been done, and the best robe is ready for you. Come into the circumstances where you can wear it. You cannot wear the best robe in the far country; you cannot wear a ring on your hand and shoes on your feet in circumstances of debauchery and sin, what use would they be? Come into the blessing through confessing Jesus as Lord, into the wealth of divine resources. O, I would have liked to have heard the father saying it! He said it with exultation, there was not a voice of dissent. The prayers are answered, “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it”. You like to think of the son’s feelings as he saw that robe. 

He might have said, I am not worthy of this, but he would only have to look at the father’s face to know that everything depended on and was flowing from the father. The father’s joy was in the son clothed with the robe. That was not only for the son, although it assured him undoubtedly of the father’s changeless love and favour, but the robe, and the ring, and the shoes were for the father too. God wants to see you at your best, not in those circumstances of sin and what sin may do to you. He has provided everything that you may be seen at your best. I do not go into what these things speak of, they are very beautiful in their meaning, I just say this, they speak of Christ. When God sees a sinner having confessed his sins, what He sees is your appreciation of Jesus. O what a change from being lost! The father says, “put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry—for this my son ... was lost and has been found”. The whole of heaven is ready tonight to praise the Lord for every soul that comes to Him. 

O, what a Saviour! What a God! What joy there is in hearing of a soul coming to Christ. 

Would it be for a poor sinner coming back?—No, He says, “for this my son”—O, what He thinks about a repenting sinner! What God thinks about you is more than ever you could think about yourself. You do not work up to it, but 

allow the wealth of divine grace to arrest and come into your heart. He does not say anything about his being a sinner, he says, “this my son was dead”. How unresponsive he was. How far from God we were, dead in trespasses and sins, but He would bring us into blessing—

“this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry”. God does not just forgive our sins. The sheep, the piece of silver, and the son, were all left in the house. He brings a repenting sinner into what He has provided. He does not say, ‘Well your sins are forgiven, go and do better’. No, He says, ‘Come and enjoy what I have provided and stay in it’. Friend, come into divine blessing and enjoy it, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Preaching at Malvern
1 September 1991 

 


Scripture references

Luke 15:4-24 (JND) [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it? [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing; [6] and being come to the house, calls together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep. [7] I say unto you, that thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, [more] than for ninety and nine righteous who have no need of repentance. [8] Or, what woman having ten drachmas, if she lose one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek carefully till she find it? [9] and having found it she calls together the friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost. [10] Thus, I say unto you, there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner. [11] And he said, A certain man had two sons; [12] and the younger of them said to his father, Father, give to me the share of the property that falls [to me]. And he divided to them what he was possessed of. [13] And after not many days the younger son gathering all together went away into a country a long way off, and there dissipated his property, living in debauchery. [14] But when he had spent all there arose a violent famine throughout that country, and he began to be in want. [15] And he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. …

Genesis 3:9 (JND) [9] And Jehovah Elohim called to Man, and said to him, Where art thou?

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Matthew 8:20 (JND) [20] And Jesus says to him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the heaven roosting-places; but the Son of man has not where he may lay his head.

Hebrews 2:15 (JND) [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

Romans 10:9 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved.



THE NORTH WIND

G. A. Brown 

Acts 27: 12–16; Job 37: 9, 10, 22; Song of Songs 4: 16 

The connection between these scriptures may be somewhat tenuous, but I wish to say something about the north wind. In Acts 27 it is not particularly said to be the north wind, but this hurricane conveys the same idea, I think, of adversity. These persons on the ship did not heed the counsel of Paul. Paul had earlier said that it would be dangerous, “I perceive that the navigation will be with disaster and much loss” (Acts 27: 10). They paid no attention to Paul. 

You might say that is all around us in Christendom, but it can be very near to us, dear brethren; Paul makes it perfectly clear that what he writes in 1 Corinthians is the Lord’s commandment (see 1 Corinthians 14: 37), and to ignore his counsel brings about, as he says, “disaster and much loss”. We have known it in our own time. That is what Paul said would happen, happen, but they did not heed Paul and thought they had got away with it. It says where we read, “And the south wind blowing gently, supposing that they had gained their object, having weighed anchor they sailed close in shore along Crete”. The south wind was blowing gently, things seemed to be going quite well and they supposed they had gained their object. 

It is like a condition of lukewarmness, things seem to be going quite well, and a state of complacency develops. They thought they had gained their object and were getting on quite well without Paul’s counsel and without heeding the Lord’s commandment. Well, there came quickly a drastic change. Where this hurricane came from I am not sure, whether it was actually from the north or not, but it certainly was a very different situation to what it had been when the south wind was blowing softly. They found themselves in the midst of a crisis of unprecedented dimensions. What were they going to do? Eventually, of course, they did listen to Paul but by then it was too late to save the ship. I suppose we would hardly want to save the ship now. Our salvation depends on hearkening to what the Lord says through Paul. 

This I believe is current, there is a need in our day to adhere to the Lord’s commandments. They all got safe to land in the end, what was living came through, but only after they listened to Paul. 

Now I wanted to refer to the passage in Job, which is very telling, I think. “By the breath of God”, it says, “ice is given”. Cold comes from the winds of the north, that is to say, things in our lives do not always go easily. We all enjoy the south wind, and, of course, in one sense it speaks of divine favour and blessing, but then there come the cold winds from the north; there is discipline in the school of God. Now my impression about this verse (Job 37: 10) is that we have to learn to trace these things to God. It is so easy to say, ‘It is unfortunate what has happened, it is too bad’, but “By the breath of God ice is given”. That was the same power that saved Israel at the Red Sea, when the waters were congealed, the way through was opened up. The same power that saved us from the world is the power that God exercises in chastening and discipline. Let us not attribute these things to any other source but see that it proceeds from God—“the breath of God”, is the north wind. Then it says, “and the breadth of the waters is straitened”. If you have ever watched a river when it gets very cold and the river begins to freeze, you will know that it freezes at the edges where the water is still, and the breadth of the waters is straitened. The moving water is directed into a narrow channel in the middle and the breadth of the waters is straitened. What it means, I believe, is that through discipline God limits our way, and directs our pathway according to His will. 

That is something to come to, that our way is not so wide as it once was, we do not have the scope to please ourselves that we once did. The breadth of the waters is straitened through God’s intervention, and you find your pathway is directed to where God would have it, in subjection to His will. It is not something that comes easily to us, not something that comes naturally; it perhaps takes a life-time till we come to it, that His will is best. “From the north cometh gold”. Could anyone doubt that God has anything other than the very best in mind for us? If He limits our way; if He disciplines us, chastens us, it is for the very best. What wealth, what blessing, what richness, what joy, what fulness there is as we submit to the will of God; there comes about this enrichment from the north. It is something you will not get without coming under and accepting divine discipline and chastening. I do not believe there is any other way for it, and that is why the lives of every one of us involve suffering, pressure, and many experiences which we would rather avoid, but let us remember that “From the north cometh gold”. 

In the Song of Songs there is something that not many of us would be able to do, certainly I have never been able to do it. The loved one invites the north wind to “Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may 

flow forth”. She calls for the south wind too, of course, but that is another matter. She says, “Awake, north wind”. Most of us, I suppose, get discipline without asking, and the Lord knows best. What this brings out is the complete trust that she has in her Lord, that what comes from Him is best, and is calculated to release the most for His pleasure. It says, “that the spices thereof may flow forth. Let my beloved come into his garden, And eat its precious fruits”. My simple desire is for myself and each one of us, that there might be something coming out of the times of pressure through which we all pass, that might yield something for the Lord. I believe every one is going through something; in some cases it may be more obvious than others, every one of us goes through something in the way of pressure, but the outcome is that there is wealth secured and something for the pleasure of the Lord. May it be so. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
3 September 1991 

 


Scripture references

Acts 27:12-16 (JND) [12] And the harbour being ill adapted to winter in, the most counselled to set sail thence, if perhaps they might reach Phoenice to winter in, a port of Crete looking north-east and south-east. [13] And [the] south wind blowing gently, supposing that they had gained their object, having weighed anchor they sailed close in shore along Crete. [14] But not long after there came down it a hurricane called Euroclydon. [15] And the ship being caught and driven, and not able to bring her head to the wind, letting her go we were driven [before it]. [16] But running under the lee of a certain island called Clauda, we were with difficulty able to make ourselves masters of the boat;

Job 37:9-22 (JND) [9] From the chamber [of the south] cometh the whirlwind; and cold from the winds of the north. [10] By the breath of God ice is given; and the breadth of the waters is straitened. [11] Also with plentiful moisture he loadeth the thick clouds, his light dispels the cloud; [12] And they are turned every way by his guidance, that they may do whatsoever he commandeth them upon the face of the circuit of the earth, [13] Whether he cause it to come as a rod, or for his land, or in mercy. [14] Hearken unto this, Job; stand still and discern the wondrous works of God. [15] Dost thou know how God hath disposed them, and how he causeth the lightning of his cloud to flash? [16] Dost thou know about the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him that is perfect in knowledge? [17] How thy garments become warm when he quieteth the earth by the south wind? [18] Hast thou with him spread out the sky, firm, like a molten mirror? [19] Teach us what we shall say unto him! We cannot order [our words] by reason of darkness. [20] Shall it be told him if I would speak? if a man [so] say, surely he shall be swallowed up. …

Song of Solomon 4:16 (JND) [16] Awake, north wind, and come, [thou] south; Blow upon my garden, [that] the spices thereof may flow forth. Let my beloved come into his garden, And eat its precious fruits.

Acts 27 (JND) [1] But when it had been determined that we should sail to Italy, they delivered up Paul and certain other prisoners to a centurion, by name Julius, of Augustus' company. [2] And going on board a ship of Adramyttium about to navigate by the places along Asia, we set sail, Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us. [3] And the next day we arrived at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and suffered him to go to his friends and refresh himself. …

Acts 27:10 (JND) [10] saying, Men, I perceive that the navigation will be with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

Job 37:10 (JND) [10] By the breath of God ice is given; and the breadth of the waters is straitened.



PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WITH GOD

J. Renton 

Psalm 66: 16–20 

I was impressed with these verses, dear brethren, I wonder if we speak enough about our experience, how we have proved God, how we have proved the Lord. There is a very powerful testimony in telling our experience, even in the preaching. That would not be self-occupation, nor self-promotion, it would promote the One with whom we have some personal experience. Maybe to help younger people, older ones could speak more often about how they have proved the Lord; how the Lord has come in for them in difficult circumstances; how God has intervened in their life time. 

It does not say here who the psalmist is, but it is ‘To the chief Musician’ as part of a contribution to the service of God. It is a song, a celebration, a psalm, a real experience. So the psalmist says, “Come, hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul”. Could we not all declare what God has done for our souls? The longer we live the more we prove what God can be to us; what a resource we have in our God as Father, in our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Have we not proved something, and can we not speak more about it? Can we not encourage one another more—“Come, hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul”. Paul was on this line, he goes over his experiences, for instance, in Acts 22, then Acts 26. I suppose one of the most powerful preachings that ever was preached was in Acts 26 when he described his own experience. He was in the midst of pomp, all the notable people were gathered, and he had them all embarrassed; they did not know what to say. Festus did not know what to say. Agrippa did not know what to say; the power of the word had everybody embarrassed because he was telling what God had done for his soul. Maybe this could enter more into our preachings. I remember a time when people used to be in the street at open air preachings, and they would give their testimony, young people told their experience, how they came to the Lord and what they found in the Lord. I think there is profit in that; we could speak more of what we have experienced for the encouragement of one another—“Come, hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul”. Let us be encouraged, dear brethren, how much God has done for each one of us in our souls; our bodies too, of course, but especially our souls—“what he hath done for my soul”. 

It says, “I called unto him with my mouth”. That is prayer. Have we not experienced remarkable instances when our prayers were answered? Does that not help us in confidence in God? Would not older ones encourage younger ones by telling how God remarkably answered their prayers, so that young people might have confidence and engage more in prayer. Then he says, “Had I regarded iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not hear”. That would involve self-judgment, continual self-judgment, not to have iniquity in our hearts. He says, “Had I regarded iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not hear. But God hath heard”, that is he is a self-judged person who proved what God had done for his soul—“But God hath heard; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer”. Some of us are elderly and we certainly have had many experiences that would encourage others, especially younger people, as I said, and maybe testify to unbelievers, not only laying out the truth, but telling what we have proved, what we know by experience, and there is power in testimony by that means. 

So it says, “But God hath heard; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, who hath not turned away my prayer, nor his loving kindness from me!” I just pass this on, I think there is some importance in it. That we could go over our own experience with ourselves for our own encouragement, and tell others what God has done for our souls. May the Lord help us! 

Word in meeting for ministry
Edinburgh, 3 September 1991 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 66:16-20 (JND) [16] Come, hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare what he hath done for my soul. [17] I called unto him with my mouth, and he was extolled with my tongue. [18] Had I regarded iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not hear. [19] But God hath heard; he hath attended to the voice of my prayer. [20] Blessed be God, who hath not turned away my prayer, nor his loving-kindness from me!

Acts 22 (JND) [1] Brethren and fathers, hear my defence which I now make to you. [2] And hearing that he addressed them in the Hebrew tongue, they kept the more quiet; and he says, [3] *I* am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, educated according to [the] exactness of the law of [our] fathers, being zealous for God, as *ye* are all this day; …

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …



RESULTS FROM THE DISCIPLINE OF GOD

E. W. Johnston 

Psalm 66: 8–15 

It is interesting what our brother has referred to as to experiences. The point is, we are not to promote self in any sense of the word but Christ. God puts us through different exercises personally, and individually, in 

writing a psalm. This psalm helped me early in my converted days, and we need to encourage one another. I think many exercises which are burdens are mainly concealed, and probably rightly so, retained in the soul with God Himself, for He is the source of all, and we are to accept things from Him. But the great thing is what results from it. It is a wonderful thing to me that God brings us into a condition of things where there is that which is for His pleasure, and is producing in us a divine formation. I think we should understand that there is a divine formation and it is perfect. We may not readily accept the process as each one of us knows, but let us understand that it is the hand of God that is moving in regard to this divine formation in love. The scripture says in Colossians that the Father “has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light” (Colossians 1: 12); I understand that involves a divine formation in our souls. That to me is a most wonderful thing. The spirit of a believer is to be controlled under the hand of God and formed as coming through times of pressure. It tests us to the very limit, and naturally we may tend to give up. All here know their own exercises, their own experiences in relation to God. 

This result is, “Bless our God, ye peoples, and make the voice of his praise to be heard; Who hath set our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved”. Think of the way God has operated initially. I think it is a wonderful thing to go back in your life to the very beginnings as to how God took you up, to the first feelings that came into your soul, to the first impressions you had of Jesus. Some of us might not be so privileged as to be brought up in a believer’s household, but when the divine work begins your soul is immediately turned to God. We should ever maintain our first links with God, and return there according to custom in keeping with the custom of Jesus (Luke 22: 39). The manhood of Jesus is something for us to meditate upon, just to go over in our spirits. Paul speaks about the “supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ”, Philippians 1: 19. There is thus promoted what God sees for His pleasure here in this scene, people like Jesus! 

We get here, “For thou, O God, hast proved us; thou hast tried us, as silver is tried”. The refining is going on at the present time, we are being refined. If we accept the discipline of God, if we move in relation to the Spirit of God, we shall find that God is forming something in us, refinement is taking place, “Thou broughtest us into a net, thou didst lay a heavy burden upon our loins”. As brought into a net, you are restricted in your movements. Then what you have learned results in an expression of your heart by your mouth and your tongue to God; to the God who loved us! What a man Jacob was, with his ideas and views twisted, but God took him up. There was the time when he wrestled with God when he said, “I will not let thee go except thou bless me”, Genesis 32: 26. Let us lay hold of that, ‘I will not let thee go’, be determined to be real in these things. Refinement brings in reality, and reality brings in refinement. So it is a question of being with God in discipline, and to maintain our links with Jesus all the way through. He has been here. He has gone lower than any one of us could ever go; His sufferings were beyond what any one of us is able to suffer. It is wonderful to ponder on the sufferings of Christ; books have been written, and hymns have been written, regarding the sufferings of Jesus. What an occupation for the soul and for the heart, so that we may be built up. Think of the refinement it brings in to what God is doing with us. 

Then there will be results in the burnt-offerings reminding us in type of Jesus, the One who was here absolutely for the will of God. I was thinking recently as to how man, in his aspirations for worldly wealth and so on says, ‘I will’. As the man who said, “This will I do—I will take away my granaries and build greater”, Luke 12: 18. The devil said, ‘I will ascend’. Jesus said, “Not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. That is the spirit of Jesus. 

These are just simple thoughts as to what ascends to God as a result, in the typical way of burnt-offerings and fatted beasts, and the incense of rams, all for divine pleasure. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
3 September 1991 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 66:8-15 (JND) [8] Bless our God, ye peoples, and make the voice of his praise to be heard; [9] Who hath set our soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved. [10] For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried. [11] Thou broughtest us into a net, thou didst lay a heavy burden upon our loins; [12] Thou didst cause men to ride over our head; we went through fire and through water: but thou hast brought us out into abundance. [13] I will go into thy house with burnt-offerings; I will perform my vows to thee, [14] Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble. [15] I will offer up unto thee burnt-offerings of fatted beasts, with the incense of rams; I will offer bullocks with goats. Selah.

Colossians 1:12 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light,

Luke 22:39 (JND) [39] And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him.

Philippians 1:19 (JND) [19] for I know that this shall turn out for me to salvation, through your supplication and [the] supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ;

Genesis 32:26 (JND) [26] And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me.

Luke 12:18 (JND) [18] And he said, This will I do: I will take away my granaries and build greater, and there I will lay up all my produce and my good things;

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.



POWER AFTER FAILURE

J. A. McLaren 

Judges 16: 21–30 

It is striking how a number of outstanding men in the Old Testament, whose acts of power are recorded for us, and who failed in some way, become typical of the Lord Jesus in His great act of power. Some of the greatest acts were accomplished after failure. It was so here. We sometimes wonder that God should take up Samson, a man with a mixed history. You might say, what a strange person for God to take up to liberate His people. But then it is part of God’s ways in wisdom. Samson is not always failing. He is sometimes a type of the Lord Jesus. Jonah failed too, he was disobedient, but he is sometimes a type of the Lord Jesus. 

There came a time when he was tumbled over the gunwale of the ship into the sea and he was a different Jonah then. When he preached in Nineveh he was a different Jonah—he has been described as ‘a monument of grace’. Although he did not deserve it, he had mercy shown him, and was told a second time to go to Nineveh and preach. What a powerful man Elijah was—with what authority he spoke—but we see failure in him too. 

It says here of Samson, “But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved”. There are signs of fresh growth, fresh progress, a fresh appreciation of God’s power divinely given to this man. 

He had failed as we all fail, “But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved”. 

Now that is for our strengthening, and that is the main point of my word, that we need not be discouraged where there is failure. Where there is a turning to God in genuineness and readiness to confess our failure. He may yet use us then in power. 

I do not go into all the details which are interesting, but we have here a picture of the world system and men enjoying something in the way of sport. Of course here it was about the victory over their enemy. But if you think of the world now, some of the largest gatherings of men are for sport—possibly fifty thousand gathering for this purpose. That is what was happening here with three thousand people on the roof. It had two pillars and you could put your hands on both of them, they were as close as that. I cannot explain it, but it seems strange that a house of that size with so many people on the roof, should be mainly supported by two pillars so close to one another that Samson could take hold of both with his hands. But what a picture this is of the time when the Lord Jesus (in whom was no failure) by one act of power at His death, in effect set at nought and brought down the whole world system, of man opposed to God and activated by the devil. The devil has entrance into men’s hearts. 

Scripture speaks of “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4: 4), and how he activates men and encourages them in his own way! These people were very jubilant and encouraged, but there came a time when by one act of power by one man the whole thing was brought down. 

We can be encouraged by that. We cannot put ourselves in the place of the Lord Jesus. His work was perfect and unique and impossible for us to copy. There is limitation on how far we can go, as we sing, 

‘None could follow there, blest Saviour, 

When Thou didst for sins atone’. 

But we can get the gain of the spirit of this scripture, and be thankful that God can, if it pleases Him, use us in simple dependence on Him, even after failure. We can be used of God in power. May the Lord help us to take lowly ground and look to Him. One man in the Old Testament said, “Here am I; send me”, Isaiah 6: 8. It was going to be a difficult job for him to do; the Lord told him that. His words were not going to be accepted, but he was prepared to go as being sent. May the Lord help us, whatever we have to do, and may we all have a sense of being recovered to God. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee, 17 September 1991 

BROTHERLY FEATURES 

A. P. Grant 

Genesis 4: 2; 13: 8, 9; Philemon 15–19 

I was thinking of these references to brothers and brethren. What a great encouragement it is to have brethren whose love we have known and proved. We often refer to the words of the Lord Jesus, “go to my brethren”, John 20: 17. It is what we are in the purpose of God as brethren of Christ. Besides brethren of Christ, we are also brethren of one another. It says of Abel, the first to be referred to as a brother, “she further bore his brother Abel”. There is first of all ownership as to the brother. There is a contrast here between Abel and Cain. Abel was a good example of a brother, but Cain failed in being a brother when he said, “am I my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4: 9). Cain fell short of the spirit of the brother. Not much is said about Abel, but several times he is referred to as, ‘ thy brother Abel’, in this chapter. As well as being a brother Abel was also a shepherd. One of the features of a brother would be that he takes care of the brethren, watching, shepherding, and feeding them. It says of Timothy that he cared with genuine feeling how the saints were getting on (see Philippians 2: 20); that is the spirit of a brother. Paul writes as an apostle but often along with him there is mention of a brother. In the first epistle to the Corinthians he associates with himself, “Sosthenes the brother”, and in the second one, “the brother Timotheus”. Paul had to adjust the Corinthians but there was the spirit of the brother in all that was said. Paul himself is spoken of as a beloved brother by Peter. It is important to bear in mind how these features of care and love are prominent in the brother. Abel was a shepherd but Cain was a husbandman. Abel cared for the sheep but Cain says, “am I my brother’s keeper?” It showed exactly where he was, he had no regard for his brother. 

In Abram we see another feature of the brother in the unselfish attitude that Abram takes in Genesis 13. Abram says, “I pray thee let there be no contention between me and thee, and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen, for we are brethren”. The spirit of contention does not belong to brethren. It says in Psalm 133: 1, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” How important is the unselfish spirit that Abram shows. 

There can be no unity if there is any selfishness. When there was strife among the disciples, the Lord said, “I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”, Luke 22: 27. Abram is marked by a brotherly spirit here—“if to the left, then I will take the right; and if to the right, then I will take the left”. He was not insisting on his own rights, but he was showing the unselfish character of the spirit of Christ. 

The thought as to possessing the brother comes into the verses we read in Philemon, it says 

“that thou mightest possess him fully for ever; not any longer as a bondman, but above a bondman, a beloved brother”. Onesimus had left Philemon, but how beautiful it is that Paul can say, “a beloved brother”. The brethren are to 

be loved, and to be lovable too. The apostle John in writing, speaks much about loving our brother and laying down our lives for the brethren. The Lord Jesus laid down His life for us, and that is the spirit that is to mark us towards our brethren. Our brother has spoken about David and the spirit of kindness which marked him; he speaks of Jonathan as his brother, and later David showed kindness to Mephibosheth for Jonathan’s sake. That is the kindness which can be found in the brother. May we be encouraged to appreciate our brethren more, and to be marked by this brotherly spirit and brotherly love for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
8 October 1991 

 


Scripture references

Judges 16:21-30 (JND) [21] And the Philistines seized him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gazah, and bound him with fetters of bronze; and he had to grind in the prison-house. [22] But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved. [23] Then the lords of the Philistines gathered together to sacrifice a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for they said, Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hands. [24] And when the people saw him, they praised their god; for they said, Our god has given into our hands our enemy, and the destroyer of our country, even him who multiplied our slain. [25] And it came to pass when their hearts were merry, that they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us sport. And they called for Samson out of the prison-house, and he played before them; and they set him between the pillars. [26] And Samson said to the lad that held him by the hand, Let loose of me, and suffer me to feel the pillars upon which the house stands, that I may lean upon them. [27] Now the house was full of men and women; and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and upon the roof there were about three thousand men and women, who looked on while Samson made sport. [28] And Samson called to Jehovah, and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes. [29] And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood (and he supported himself upon them), the one with his right hand and the other with his left. [30] And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines! And he bowed himself with might; and the house fell on the lords, and on all the people that were therein. So the dead that he slew at his death were more than those whom he had slain in his life.

2 Corinthians 4:4 (JND) [4] in whom the god of this world has blinded the thoughts of the unbelieving, so that the radiancy of the glad tidings of the glory of the Christ, who is [the] image of God, should not shine forth [for them].

Isaiah 6:8 (JND) [8] And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? And I said, Here am I; send me.

Genesis 4:2 (JND) [2] And she further bore his brother Abel. And Abel was a shepherd, but Cain was a husbandman.

Genesis 13:8-9 (JND) [8] And Abram said to Lot, I pray thee let there be no contention between me and thee, and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen, for we are brethren. [9] Is not the whole land before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if to the left, then I will take the right; and if to the right, then I will take the left.

Philemon 1:15-19 (JND) [15] for perhaps for this reason he has been separated [from thee] for a time, that thou mightest possess him fully for ever; [16] not any longer as a bondman, but above a bondman, a beloved brother, specially to me, and how much rather to thee, both in [the] flesh and in [the] Lord? [17] If therefore thou holdest me to be a partner [with thee], receive him as me; [18] but if he have wronged thee anything or owe anything [to thee], put this to my account. [19] *I* Paul have written [it] with mine own hand; *I* will repay [it]: that I say not to thee that thou owest even thine own self also to me.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Genesis 4:9 (JND) [9] And Jehovah said to Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: am I my brother's keeper?

Philippians 2:20 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on.

Genesis 13 (JND) [1] And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, towards the south. [2] And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. [3] And he went on his journeys from the south as far as Bethel; as far as the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai; …

Psalms 133:1 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

Luke 22:27 (JND) [27] For which [is] greater, he that is at table or he that serves? [Is] not he that is at table? But *I* am in the midst of you as the one that serves.



EXTRACTS

From our side 2 Timothy and Revelation 2 and 3 come first in view of the breakdown; these scriptures are specially written in view of the breakdown. We get to 2 Timothy by seeing the state in Revelation 2 and 3, which gives us the account of things from the Lord’s point of view, so that we may find our whereabouts, and we look for companions. Being found regulated according to 2 Timothy the next thing is I have the Supper, and that is available, if I have another Christian and myself, or two or three. There the love of Christ is before us, and we are entitled in a simple way to take up assembly ground. Now I hope this will not be misunderstood, because it is essential to see it. In our hearts and minds and affections we are entitled to clothe the saints that are available with assembly thoughts, and so we partake of the Supper, not simply in relation to the two or three with whom we walk, but in relation to the whole assembly, otherwise we would be a sect, and we should drop into a sectarian position. The assembly is here and the Lord loves it, and we take the Supper in the light of it, and come in in that way, I believe, to the assembly’s affection for Christ. The Lord says to Philadelphia, “And shall know that I have loved thee”. He is telling her that He loves her. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 12, pp.82, 83) 

The mystery of the assembly is to bring in the saints as fully qualified to be the bride, and that is what Ephesians aims at. “Till we arrive”, it says, and that is the great thing. It is to have Christ before us, and then every bit of exercise results in a little more; it may be very tiny, but it is a little bit more of conformity to Christ. That is how one finds it in one’s experience. We may go through very heavy pressure, and we wonder why; but if we are with God in it, we pray; we meditate; we seek to get sustenance; and presently we find a little bit of headway has been made, but the result is that there is some additional conformity to Christ, and nothing else counts. That is the gold out of all the refining. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 12, p.171) 

God could not go up in the midst of a stiff-necked people, and when the people heard this “they mourned; and no man put on his ornaments”. If God’s people find that He is not with them it is well to mourn. To take the low place is always open to them, and it is the first step to blessing. The way divine light has come in as to what is suitable in the present state of things is through the people of God taking a low place, and putting off their ornaments. All around us christendom is putting on as many ornaments as possible, but the wisdom of faith is to take a low place and put them off. They put off their ornaments at Corinth when they got the first epistle. When we do that He opens up a path for those that love Him. 

“And Moses took the tent, and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the Tent of meeting. And it came to pass that every one who sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp”. Moses realized that the holiness of God required separation from the camp which had become characterized by what was idolatrous, and that each individual who sought Jehovah must go out to the tent of meeting. It is a striking picture of present-day conditions. There is the “camp” today—the outward and public order of Christianity—but it is marked under the eye of the Lord by men rejoicing in the work of their own hands. The Lord is not in the midst of that, and it is realizing this that moves those that love Him. I doubt whether realizing the evils and departure ever, in itself, moves persons in a spiritual way. But when a heart that loves the Lord realizes that it is in conditions which the Lord cannot countenance, the desire is awakened to be where He can be. “Every one who sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp”. It ought to be wonderfully good news to everyone who loves the Lord that we can “go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”, Hebrews 13: 13. 

The Lord is awakening the hearts of His people everywhere to seek Him. Nothing but affection will set us in movement. I suppose that every believer on earth is conscious of the evils that have come into the Christian profession, but how many remain in the camp! Moses pitched the tent, but it was the working of affection with each one that made them go out. It raises the question with each one of us individually as to whether we know what this means. 

It is not that they saw a nice few together, and joined them, but each one went out because he sought the Lord. It is going out to seek Him whose presence cannot be known or enjoyed in the camp. “Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”. Those who find the Lord 

will find one another, for Moses called it “the tent of meeting”; it suggests a divine rallying point. One would like to raise the question with every believer, Have you sought the Lord, and found Him, “outside the camp”? 

It would appear that there were not many who went out. The majority stood at their tent doors, interested in Moses, and looking after him, and seeing the pillar of cloud stand at the entrance of the tent, even worshipping, but not going out! They seem to represent those who have reverence for divine things, and are interested in the truth, but who remain in the camp, God-fearing persons, but not knowing the presence of the Lord in its attractive and satisfying power. There is no satisfaction for the Lord in tent-door worship; it does not go beyond our side of things. He wants us in His tent! “Go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20: 17. There were face to face communications at the Tent of meeting. It makes one think of John 20, when the Lord came into the midst. Each heart there was seeking Him, for they had been gathered by the message He sent His brethren, and they found Him. Is not such a privilege worth going in for? It is the Lord as having gone through death, and in the character of One ascending to the Father, who was known in the midst of His own. How completely it puts one outside all that is connected with “the camp”! 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Exodus’, pp.283–285) 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



TRUSTING JESUS

Mrs. H. Evernden (with Christ) 

Once I thought I walked with Jesus 

Yet such changeful feelings had, 

Sometimes trusting, sometimes doubting, 

Sometimes cheerful, sometimes sad. 

Then He drew me closer to Him, 

Bade my doubts and fears all cease, 

And when I had fully yielded 

Filled my soul with perfect peace. 

And the Holy Spirit dwelling, 

Every hour within my heart 

Gives to me the blest assurance 

That with Christ I now have part. 

Oh the peace that Jesus gives me, 

Peace I never knew before, 

And my way has grown the brighter, 

Since I learned to trust Him more. 

Now I trust Him every moment, 

Nothing less can be enough, 

And my Saviour gently bears me 

O’er those places once so rough. 

Tunbridge Wells
1981 
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