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“I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH”  
C. J. H. Davidson  
2 Timothy 4: 5–8; 2 Peter 1: 13–19  
Beloved, when we are in the presence of death there is always 
loss on our side, but there is gain for Christ in having our 
departed and beloved brother with Himself, according to the 
divine purpose and word. It is wonderful to think of that by way 
of comfort; and comfort is needed; a husband has been lost 
down here, a father, and, in regard of the beloved brethren in 
this locality, a spiritual father. Everywhere amongst us is felt 
the loss of a beloved servant, and every one of us has lost a 
beloved brother. I knew beloved John Welch for more than fifty 
years since he first came into the pathway of the truth and 
came to live at Ealing. I have loved him ever since, and it 
means much to think of what would have been his desire in 
this meeting today. He is not here to speak, but, in the manner 
of speaking, he being dead yet speaketh. He had ministered 
Christ in an outstanding way for a long, long period, and I am 
sure it would be in his heart if he had been here that the 
exhortations given by the beloved apostles Paul and Peter 
should reach our hearts in stimulation in the presence of 
death. There is not to be the silence of death with us; we are 
here to go through with the ministry unswervingly, beloved, in 
true affection for Christ to the end.  
Now Paul says, “But thou, be sober in all things”. There is a 
remarkably helpful note of Mr.  
Darby as to that word “sober”, that we are to have a clear view 
of everything, not coming under any evil influences whatever 
from this world. The whole world lies in the wicked one; we 
need,  
beloved, the holy, sanctifying influence of the Spirit at this time 
that we might be “sober in all things, bear evils”. How much


Scripture references

2 Timothy 4:5-8 (JND) [5] But *thou*, be sober in all things, bear evils, do [the] work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry. [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

2 Peter 1:13-19 (JND) [13] But I account it right, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting [you] in remembrance, [14] knowing that the putting off of my tabernacle is speedily [to take place], as also our Lord Jesus Christ has manifested to me; [15] but I will use diligence, that after my departure ye should have also, at any time, [in your power] to call to mind these things. [16] For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of *his* majesty. [17] For he received from God [the] Father honour and glory, such a voice being uttered to him by the excellent glory: This is my beloved Son, in whom *I* have found my delight; [18] and this voice *we* heard uttered from heaven, being with him on the holy mountain. [19] And we have the prophetic word [made] surer, to which ye do well taking heed (as to a lamp shining in an obscure place) until [the] day dawn and [the] morning star arise in your hearts;
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our brother has been through with us, and he came through in 
faithfulness. His life is an example to each one of us; a life of 
service, but clothed with humility, which went in power along 
with what he said. So he bore evils. The time we are in, 
beloved, I need not tell you; is one of great reproach; all 
around is heartlessness as to Christ.  
If we are to be reproached on account of that glorious One, let 
it be so, and let us bear evils and “do the work of an 
evangelist”. How many, times our beloved brother preached 
the gospel I know not, but the gospel was in his heart for the 
shining forth of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
God had shone into our beloved brother’s heart, as He has 
into nearly all the hearts here this day, if there are any that 
need the gospel, you are sitting in the company of those who 
would esteem it a favour from God to help you—“do the work 
of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry”. I think 
of our beloved brother going on for so long, to the end, and the 
Lord was in that filling up.  
I hope that our hearts will be filled up with Christ, and nothing 
but Christ, as a result of the departure of our beloved brother. I 
believe that in some degree there was a pouring out with him. 
That is a reference to Paul’s lovely word to the Philippians 
(Philippians 2: 17), relating to the first time the gospel came 
into Europe, and if you need the gospel you ought to get the 
gain of it today, because God brought it into Europe and He 
has never withdrawn the shining of the gospel. Paul said to the 
Philippians that he was being poured out on the sacrifice and 
ministration of their faith. Let it be so, beloved, that more 
sacrifice enters into our pathways, and that thus there may be, 
in view of our beloved brother’s ministry in the past, something  
of the pouring out even today for the heart of Christ.  
Then Paul speaks of the time of his release. I suppose Paul 
and Peter are the two greatest servants the Lord had 
according to the record of the Scriptures. What men they


Scripture references

Philippians 2:17 (JND) [17] But if also I am poured out as a libation on the sacrifice and ministration of your faith, I rejoice, and rejoice in common with you all.
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were!—men who sacrificed in faith for Christ. So he says, “I 
have kept the faith”. O, beloved, let us not be influenced either 
towards legality, under which we can suffer, or towards 
looseness, as if we could dally with this world that crucified our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let us not trifle with matters, 
beloved, but, like Paul, keep the faith. Then Paul speaks of 
“the crown”, and how we shall say ‘Amen’ to what the Lord 
brings forward as to Paul in that day, but then— 
“to all who love his appearing”, and it is His appearing that is in 
mind in the second scripture that I read in Peter.  
Peter speaks of stirring us up by putting us in remembrance, 
“knowing that the putting off of my tabernacle is speedily to 
take place”. Think, beloved, for a moment of the character of 
the speaking by one who had heard speaking from heaven in 
an unparalleled way; one who was, with two others, an 
eyewitness of “His majesty”. The reality of the present exalted 
glory of Christ is now to be felt in this room. This is no matter 
of a fable, what can be created by man’s imagination; this is a 
question of the glory of the One whom we are awaiting, and 
the prophetic word is made surer. The Spirit is still here in the 
house of God, indwelling believers, and the prophetic word still 
comes and is made surer in our hearts. Then he says,  
“until the day dawn and the morning star arise in your hearts”. 
Beloved, there is something special for the assembly as to the 
morning star; no other family has that, not even the recovered 
Israel; they will see the Sun of righteousness, as one of our 
beautiful hymns  
says, ‘Splendour of eternal glory’. That is what Christ is—
‘Splendour of eternal glory’. What a blaze that will be, the glory 
of the suffering Lamb, come to be vindicated in the very scene 
where He was crucified. But the “morning star” is private; it is 
for the assembly’s heart, towards the Bridegroom, for the heart 
of the bride towards the Bridegroom. The world is asleep in the 
darkness of Satan’s domination, but those of the assembly
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have an access by faith into the warmth of the love of Christ in 
private before He is revealed in public majesty.  
May our hearts be encouraged, particularly the dear family, 
and the beloved local brethren, for His name’s sake. .
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“NOT MANY FATHERS”  
D. J. Hutson  
1 Corinthians 4: 15, 16; John 14: 7–9  
I believe a time like this, beloved, is a time for gathering up 
that which has been seen and has come into expression in our 
beloved brother. As our brother has already said, we feel, all of 
us, a sense of loss, and in that sense there is loss in the 
testimony in that one who has filled out a valued place in it is 
now no longer here, having departed to be with Christ. But the 
word is to those of us, the living, who remain, that there may 
not be any loss in one sense, that is, that what has been taken 
away, the place that has been vacated, may be filled up in 
view of the continuance of the testimony here until the Lord 
comes.  
I wanted to speak particularly of the feature of fatherhood 
which we have valued in our beloved brother. An instructor in 
Christ surely; how much we have learnt from the instruction, 
the ministry of the word which has come through our beloved 
brother. How much we have learnt and valued in London as he 
has been local with us for so many years, but above and 
beyond, may I say, what has come to us in that way is what 
our brother has been. He has been one of those of whom it 
says there are not many, “not many fathers”.  
So I read in John’s gospel because it shows there, may I say, 
the substantiality of what is involved in fatherhood. I have been 
struck, as thinking of it in relation to the departure of our 
beloved brother, by what the Lord Jesus says as to 
fatherhood. It is not only what a person says, or what a person 
does, it is what a person is. Therefore it must be a matter of 
the heart and of love, as Paul could say elsewhere, “if I … 
have not love, I am nothing”, 1 Corinthians 13: 2. It is 
formation in love which comes into expression in a father, and 
it is that which we have felt; it is that which we miss.


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 4:15-16 (JND) [15] For if ye should have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet not many fathers; for in Christ Jesus *I* have begotten you through the glad tidings. [16] I entreat you therefore, be my imitators.

John 14:7-9 (JND) [7] If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him and have seen him. [8] Philip says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us. [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father?

1 Corinthians 13:2 (JND) [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.
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So I was struck with the way in which the Lord Jesus speaks 
of seeing the Father. There is a remarkable reference earlier in 
the gospel when He says, “Ye have neither heard his voice at 
any time, nor have seen his shape”, John 5: 37. I would not 
attempt to enlarge upon that, but just to leave it where the 
scripture leaves it in the words of our blessed Lord Himself. 
But it seems to indicate that there is that which is substantial in 
expression. The Lord Jesus had been here, and through the 
course of His ministry He had found His pleasure in the 
revelation of the Father, as He says, “nor does anyone know 
the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be 
pleased to reveal him” (Matthew 11: 27); it was His pleasure 
here to reveal the Father. But not only was there the revelation 
of the Father in His teaching and what He said, but there was 
what was there in substantial expression, and so He says to 
His own here, “henceforth ye know him and have seen him”. 
They saw Him in Jesus. Think of how Jesus could speak to 
His own and refer to them as children. Think of how He could 
speak to one and say, “Daughter”. Think of these feelings of 
tender love and compassion which were in the heart of the 
Lord Jesus coming into expression, all that was in the heart of 
the Father coming into expression in that blessed Man.  
So He says here, “ye know him and have seen him”. “Philip 
says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us”. How 
the Lord Jesus must have felt it; you can almost sense the 
depth of feeling as He says, “Am I so long a time with you, and 
thou hast not known me.  
Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father”. You see it 
is not only a question of what was heard and what was done, 
but what was seen, what was seen in Jesus. And I believe that 
what has been seen, what has been in evidence, in our 
beloved brother has been this feature of fatherhood. Those of 
us who are younger have especially felt it. I would say simply 
that when beloved Mr. P. Lyon was taken from us in London 
the loss was felt greatly, the loss of a father, but it was not long 
before one felt that his place was, in measure at least, and in


Scripture references

John 5:37 (JND) [37] And the Father who has sent me himself has borne witness concerning me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor have seen his shape,

Matthew 11:27 (JND) [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him].
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good measure too, being taken by our beloved brother. Our 
beloved brother, who is now with Christ, was a father and this 
is what we miss. But the Lord Jesus says, “He that has seen 
me has seen the Father”. There is what was there in 
substantial expression. What Jesus was, of course, gave 
character to what He said and what He did, and so it was in 
principle with our beloved brother; it was what he was 
substantially which gave character to what he said and what 
he did.  
So I just leave this, beloved, because of the word of Paul, “not 
many fathers”. May we take it on; may it be that, particularly 
those of us who are older (although fathers are not all old 
men), take on this feature so that there may be that found 
among us in fatherly love and care which was found in our 
beloved brother. And as to those of us who are younger, who 
would in humility take the place of having known him as a 
father, and thus of being his sons, let us seek grace and help 
from the Lord Jesus, and from the Holy Spirit, like one who 
could say, “I was a son unto my father”, Proverbs 4: 3. May 
those of us who have felt the fatherly influence of our beloved 
brother now come forward as worthy of having known such a 
one and, in the grace of Christ and in dependence on the Holy 
Spirit, be found here as filling up the place which we feel has 
been left at this time. May the Lord help us in it for His name’s 
sake.


Scripture references

Proverbs 4:3 (JND) [3] For I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother.
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“FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST”  
F. R. Turner  
Philippians 1: 21  
This scripture has just come to me, beloved, as to what our 
brother would have spoken about if he were yet with us, I am 
sure he would have spoken about the Person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour, I believe, of most in this room, I 
hope of all.  
Paul, the beloved man who wrote this epistle, was converted 
on the Damascus road; he was under the power of Satan and 
sin, the power of this world, and a light shone from the 
brightness of heaven round about him, and a voice said, “I am 
Jesus, whom thou persecutest”, Acts 9: 5. I wonder if every 
one in this room knows Jesus as his, or her, Saviour. 
Wonderful theme!—the theme of which our brother loved to 
speak, the theme of most of us here, that Jesus has died for 
our sins. He went to Calvary’s depths of woe; He who knew 
not sin suffered for sins. He who was God Himself, yet here in 
lowly humanity, came to die for us. Do you know Him as your 
Saviour? Do you know Him as your Lord?  
This beloved man who wrote this scripture said, “What shall I 
do, Lord?”, Acts 22: 10. Have you come to that, beloved, that 
your life is now to be for Him who died, who shed His precious 
blood to save you? Do you know Him? Have you confessed 
Him? Have you confessed Jesus as Lord? Have you given 
your, heart to Him and are you prepared to own your full 
allegiance to Him and come into a life that is all gain? Paul 
says—“For me to live is Christ”. What a life! But what a terrible 
life without Him, leading on to eternal doom.  
Although rejected in this world, the Lord Jesus had His own 
world and there were those He loved in Damascus who were 
in the light and joy of it. Saul was directed to them; they were


Scripture references

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Acts 22:10 (JND) [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do.
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in reproach and shame. The path of a believer is in reproach 
and shame, because we are here under His command and 
lordship, and are prepared to follow Him as His disciples. The 
believer is to follow Him in that path of suffering and shame. 
Are you going to be a follower of the Lord Jesus? “For me to 
live is Christ”—what else is there to live for, beloved? Oh that 
your heart might be gained for. Christ today, that you might 
give your life entirely to His care and come under His blessed 
authority, to confess Jesus as Lord, then ‘to die is gain’. A true 
Christian is always on the gaining line; he has nothing to lose; 
unless it be a place in this poor world that is coming under 
death and judgment—it is all recorded, it awaits that awful time 
when the judgment of God will come upon this poor world 
away from Christ. But, for the believer, Oh what gain! What 
gain for our brother! His spirit now is in paradise, a place of 
delights, no more sorrows, no more sorrows in connection with 
the testimony, much of which our brother has known.  
In looking back on this lifetime, now finished, I thought of one 
year of our brother’s life, in 1972, when there were great 
sorrows. Some went to him for counsel, some from this very 
district, and they received counsel, and they are with us today, 
they are in that same pathway of suffering and reproach. Well, 
it is open to all of us, beloved. Maybe we shall experience 
persecution, because the end is very near and the apostasy is 
upon us, but let us be following in His footsteps as true 
disciples. If we give our hearts and lives to Him, He will give us 
the Holy Spirit and as we give place to Him it will be all on the 
gaining line; then “to die is gain”.  
The portion of the true believer should be all gain. May we 
know the reality and joy of it in our souls, for His name’s sake.  
Words at the burial of Mr. A. J. E. Welch, Sunbury 
2 December 1988
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YOUTHFUL LINKS IN THE TESTIMONY  
W. Dickson  
Exodus 2: 1–8; 2 Samuel 17: 15–18 (to “told Absalom”); Acts 
12: 12–17 (to “out of prison”); 23: 16–22  
We have been engaged with very precious things these few 
days and also very profound things, and the Spirit of God has 
laid it upon my heart to  
appeal to our younger ones here tonight to give themselves to 
these great matters we have been conversing about. Could I 
say simply, dear young people, the Lord wants you and needs 
you. Would that the Spirit of God would write that upon your 
heart at this time. So I have drawn upon these scriptures to 
indicate how, at very critical times in the testimony, the 
preserving link that the Lord used was a young person, and to 
encourage you to involve yourself in the testimony of our Lord 
God.  
Two of these persons are referred to as maids. They would be 
teenagers, possibly. The one in Acts 23 was a youth. One was 
a sister of Moses, and she could not have been very old at this 
time, yet God was graciously pleased to use that young 
person as a preservative link in the testimony and in His 
operations that were eventually to work out in a dwelling-place 
for Himself. Nothing could be more elevating than a thought of 
that character. The people had now come to the end of the 
four hundred years of affliction (Genesis 15: 13) and God was 
going to raise up a great deliverer. You can understand how 
Satan would, in his counsels—we speak much, beloved 
brethren, about God’s counsels, but it is a sobering thought 
that Satan has a counsel chamber; Hades’ gates seek to 
anticipate and to counteract every divine movement. 
Revelation tells us that when the woman brought forth the 
man-child, immediately Satan, as if he had knowledge of it, 
sought to swallow up the man-child (Revelation 12: 4).


Scripture references

Exodus 2:1-8 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi. [2] And the woman conceived, and bore a son. And she saw him that he was fair, and hid him three months. [3] And when she could no longer hide him, she took for him an ark of reeds, and plastered it with resin and with pitch, and put the child in it, and laid [it] in the sedge on the bank of the river. [4] And his sister stood afar off to see what would happen to him. [5] And the daughter of Pharaoh went down to bathe in the river; and her maids went along by the river's side. And she saw the ark in the midst of the sedge, and sent her handmaid and fetched it. [6] And she opened [it], and saw the child, and behold, the boy wept. And she had compassion on him, and said, This is [one] of the Hebrews' children. [7] And his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call thee a wet-nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for thee? [8] And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, Go. And the damsel went and called the child's mother.

2 Samuel 17:15-18 (JND) [15] And Hushai said to Zadok and to Abiathar the priests, Thus and thus did Ahithophel counsel Absalom and the elders of Israel; and thus and thus have I counselled. [16] And now send quickly, and tell David saying, Lodge not this night in the plains of the wilderness, but speedily pass over; lest the king be swallowed up, and all the people that are with him. [17] And Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed by En-rogel; and the maid went and told them; and they went and told king David, for they might not be seen to come into the city. [18] But a lad saw them, and told Absalom. Then they went both of them away quickly, and came to the house of a man at Bahurim, who had a well in his court; and they went down there.

Acts 23 (JND) [1] And Paul, fixing his eyes on the council, said, Brethren, I have walked in all good conscience with God unto this day. [2] But the high priest Ananias ordered those standing by him to smite his mouth. [3] Then Paul said to him, God will smite thee, whited wall. And *thou*, dost thou sit judging me according to the law, and breaking the law commandest me to be smitten? …

Genesis 15:13 (JND) [13] And he said to Abram, Know assuredly that thy seed will be a sojourner in a land [that is] not theirs, and they shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years.

Revelation 12:4 (JND) [4] and his tail draws the third part of the stars of the heaven; and he cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bring forth, in order that when she brought forth he might devour her child.
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Obviously something had transpired in the counsel chamber of 
Satan, and this is going on all the time. The god and prince of 
this world is not inactive, he is seeking all the time to subvert 
and hinder divine operations. What I want to encourage you 
young brethren in is to see that you can have a part in divine 
operations. The Spirit of God would touch your heart, 
particularly with this precious incident when Moses, cared for 
by his parents, was placed in the sedge on the bank of the 
river.  
For the sake of the parents, could I touch on this point of what 
the mother did, that “she took for him an ark of reeds, and 
plastered it with resin and with pitch, and put the child in it, and 
laid it in the sedge on the bank of the river” (Exodus 2: 3). Now 
she did not put the child right into mid-stream. That is a very 
essential word for us these days. Young people have to make 
a living; we appreciate that; and I often think, as to what was 
said this afternoon as to the collection, that if the brethren 
were not in a position to make a living the work of God would 
be hindered as far as the work of the ministry was concerned. 
But the important matter is not to put our young people into 
mid-stream. Put them in “the sedge on the bank of the river”.  
That is in an area where they can be watched over. It is not 
too desirable a thing when young people are out of the 
immediate observance of their parents and the brethren. I say 
that by the way. I know the concern that these matters cause 
parents. Our young people are a treasure to be valued, every 
one of them. It is an uplift to my spirit that in days such as we 
are in the young people come and gather with the saints and 
enjoy the blessings of hearing the word of God. But we have to 
pray for them and be vigilant.  
And then, “his sister stood afar off to see what would happen 
to him”. No doubt she loved that boy, “He was fair”, he was 
lovely, and Miriam, who would be in mind here, would love the 
boy. She would love him for his potentiality in the testimony. 
You look round on these boys here and you say to yourself,


Scripture references

Exodus 2:3 (JND) [3] And when she could no longer hide him, she took for him an ark of reeds, and plastered it with resin and with pitch, and put the child in it, and laid [it] in the sedge on the bank of the river.
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What has the Lord in mind; whom has He in mind? Who 
knows whether, sitting in this very room this afternoon, there 
may be a young person who has been marked out in divine 
sovereignty and selection  
to take a place of moral leadership and gift amongst the 
people of God? How deep the loss would have been if this 
great vessel, Moses, had been, shall I say, lost, if he had been 
drowned in the fast-flowing waters of the Nile, reputed to be 
one of the fastest flowing rivers in the world. If that child had 
not been watched over and cared for how great the loss to the 
testimony in relation to Moses, that great leader of God’s 
people. But it says, “his sister stood afar off to see what would 
happen to him”. Could I appeal to the young people—may I 
ask you to take a godly interest in one another? Young people 
can sometimes get near to each other in a way that older 
people cannot. How desirable it is that young people in 
fellowship should take a godly interest in each other. It says; 
“what would happen to him”; you cannot think of any greater 
contrast than the daughter of Pharaoh coming down to bathe 
and this young sister of Moses—how God in His wonderful 
providential care opened up the way.  
I often think of this scripture, the simplicity of the intercourse. 
Think of God’s providence and goodness, that this young 
woman, who had such a care over Moses, was allowed 
immediate access. The ways of God, beloved brethren, .are a 
matter of worship as to how He orders matters. You are often 
called to explain things. Often I have to say, I cannot explain 
that; I can only worship; I can only bow down at the greatness 
of God and His all-powerful wisdom in ordering things. She 
said, ‘I will get you a wet-nurse of the Hebrews’; and her 
affections took her to the boy’s mother. Beloved brethren, I 
speak to all of you now, it is a suggestive picture of the 
affections that normally operate in the divine family. What we 
are in the divine family, and the bond that unites us in that 
family, is a stronger bond than that which unites us naturally. It 
will remain throughout all eternity. The
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spiritual bond is a greater, bond than what we have naturally in 
a family. In the divine family there is this constant care for one 
another. So she “called the child’s mother” and she took the 
child away. Through that link in the chain the way was 
prepared for the education and the development of this great 
minister. I can visualise Miriam afterwards, as she saw Moses 
standing up in prophetic power in the midst of Israel, feeling a 
sense of deep gratitude to God that she had a part in his 
preservation. Dear young people, what service you can render 
to one another in preservation from the world, from Egypt!  
So in Samuel; again it was a critical time. David was rejected 
and Absalom was on the ascendancy. He had Ahithophel as 
his counsellor in this matter, and then there was Hushai, 
Zadok and Abiathar the priest. It is a wonderful consideration, 
beloved brethren, that in these days of apostasy, which 
Absalom represents, God has that down here which in its 
wisdom and skill overthrows the evil principles of the apostasy. 
It was a critical time and very soon the issue was going to be 
settled and Jonathan and Ahimaaz of the priestly family were 
involved in this. It says “the maid went and told them”. It was a 
critical time and God had this maid available to convey divine 
intelligence to these men. Now, are the young people in this 
gathering tonight like that? Could the Lord use you as a means 
of communication of His mind to those who are faithful and 
loyal to His interests here? Young people have a great 
opportunity. This maid is called ‘ the maid’—as far as I know 
this is the only reference to her in Scripture. If it had said, ‘a 
maid’ I could have understood it, but it does not say that, it 
says  
“the maid”, as if to single her out. One loyal heart, one person, 
that has the divine interests in her heart, “the maid”.  
Could heaven look down and say tonight, ‘There  
is a person loyal to David, prepared to risk her life in defence 
of the testimony at the present time’? Loyalty to Christ is the
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great test at the present moment, and the Lord’s supper is one 
expression of our loyalty to Christ. That is why in the preaching 
we rightly call for evidence of committal to the Lord in the 
breaking of bread. It is an expression of loyalty to our true 
David in the time when Absalom is usurping His rights. This 
maid protected these two priestly sons, as if God observed 
that without that element what was pleasing to Himself would 
not be maintained. This maid was used; she went and told 
them; she knew where they were; she would not have seen 
them in the city, and through her wisdom they were preserved.  
We know what is often said about this passage, as to God’s 
secret service operating in a day of apostasy. Such an 
expression might be difficult for young people, but the 
impression I would seek to leave is that in a critical time you 
can have the mind of heaven and you can be instrumental in 
preserving those who would be loyal to Christ.  
In the Acts of the Apostles we find this young sister Rhoda, 
one of the delightful illustrations we have. She was at the 
prayer meeting, a fine place for the maids to be. Of course, the 
brothers should not weary them with long prayers. I do not 
think that these prayers in this house here would be long. They 
would cry to God to deliver Peter. Beloved brethren, if Peter 
had not been liberated. What a loss to the church! You say I 
am speaking in enigmas, but what I want to emphasize is that 
there is a great need at the present time for the assertion of 
kingdom principles. In the assertion of kingdom principles we 
own that we are under authority to Christ. But Peter was 
liberated through prayer. They had been praying and, like 
ourselves often, they had not the faith that they would be 
answered. It is a great matter to pray in faith, beloved 
brethren, and the more we pray in  
faith the shorter, the more pungent, our prayers would be. 
Peter was liberated and he
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“knocked at the door of the entry”. Rhoda had not fallen asleep 
in that prayer meeting; she heard that knock. What it brings 
out—and this is what I want to encourage you young people 
about—is that when you are young your faculties are all, so to 
speak, on the alert, you are doubly usable by God. If your 
youth, your energy and your intellectual capacity were 
harnessed in relation to the testimony in this place, what 
meetings we would have! Rhoda was like that; she was a 
maid, but everything about her was on the alert in regard to 
the progress of the testimony. She knew Peter’s voice.  
How did she know Peter’s voice? She went to the meetings, of 
course, when Peter was there, that is how she knew his voice. 
And it brings out the importance of being at the meetings, to 
hear Peter’s voice, so that you recognize it. He knocked at the 
door and she “recognised the voice of Peter”. Obviously there 
was no generation gap here. Is that not one of the difficulties 
these days, the generation gap? I am speaking simply, there is 
nobody that has had a family but knows what these things 
mean, the difficulty of bridging the gap, so that the work of God 
is reached and you can set something in motion in a spiritual 
way in a soul. Then some day you see your son or your 
daughter, when they have a spare moment, lifting up the 
Scriptures, lifting up the ministry. Something is coming, you 
see. Scripture speaks of the “half-open flowers”, 1 Kings 6. We 
would like to see the flowers burst into full bloom. We are glad 
to see the half-open flowers, but we want to see the flowers in 
full bloom. Wonderful it would be to see them all in full bloom, 
yielding their fragrance. Did you all read, you young people, 
that poem in ‘Notes of Ministry’ * about the sunflower?’ It  
* August 1985, p.20  
speaks about the big sunflower and how it moved around with 
the sun. It is a wonderful sight to see the big sunflower. But a 
sunflower has no perfume. Then there is the little flower 
unseen, scarcely noticed, but with a lovely perfume. So you 
young people, when you go to the office, different from others


Scripture references

1 Kings 6 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of Jehovah. [2] And the house that king Solomon built for Jehovah was sixty cubits in length, and twenty in breadth, and thirty cubits in height. [3] And the porch, in front of the temple of the house, was twenty cubits in length, in front of the house broadways, [and] ten cubits was its breadth, in front of the house. …
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and in reproach, remember to exude the perfume of another 
Man, another world. What an effect it would have in the place! 
So a maid, Rhoda, was the connecting link at this critical time 
in the testimony.  
In Acts 23 we have Paul’s sister’s son. Now apart from this 
passage we would never have known that Paul had a sister, 
and that he had a nephew. So it brings out the value of our 
bond with one another. You might have said, Well, most 
probably being Paul’s nephew, he had been converted. I 
cannot think of Paul having a nephew and not speaking to him 
about his soul. Paul would speak about “repentance towards 
God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20: 21); he 
would tell him that, and no doubt he would be converted, and 
he maintained his interest in Paul. Think of how vital the matter 
was, because if the Jews in Jerusalem had got Paul, think of 
what the loss would have been. Think of the Ephesian epistle, 
the Philippian epistle, the epistles to Timothy, all written from 
Rome. If Paul had fallen into the hands of the Jews at 
Jerusalem, what a loss the church would have sustained!  
But here was this lad. Paul’s sister’s son—prepared to take the 
whole responsibility of the matter on himself and go to the 
chiliarch and tell him about the plot that was on foot to kill 
Paul.  
Dear young people, I would like to get you involved in the 
testimony so that you feel every matter that occurs in it is your 
matter, and that you are prepared to suffer, shall I say, for the  
sake of the testimony. We are living in the day of the easy 
option, you know. But in Christianity the spirit of committal to 
Christ and divine interests is what God honours. And again, I 
would say to you young people, The Lord wants you and 
needs you. We are thankful to have you here today. I would 
seek that you might become more deeply involved in the way 
of committal. In God’s goodness you may be a connecting link


Scripture references

Acts 23 (JND) [1] And Paul, fixing his eyes on the council, said, Brethren, I have walked in all good conscience with God unto this day. [2] But the high priest Ananias ordered those standing by him to smite his mouth. [3] Then Paul said to him, God will smite thee, whited wall. And *thou*, dost thou sit judging me according to the law, and breaking the law commandest me to be smitten? …

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.
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in the testimony at a vital juncture of its history at the present 
time. May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake.  
Amen.  
Address at Toronto 
12 October 1985


19

19 
THE WAITING TIME  
R. Taylor  
Philippians 3: 20, 21; 2 Corinthians 5: 1–10; 2 Timothy 4: 6–8; 
2 Peter 3: 8–18  
I wish to speak of the waiting time. It is a very testing time, and 
yet is to be a very blessed time. The first scripture and the last 
we read refer to us as waiting, and what we wait for will require 
new conditions for its fulness, yet it is to regulate us in the 
present time. I feel the importance of that, dear brethren. God 
has brought His choicest thoughts within our reach, and we 
have been given the earnest of the Spirit that these things, 
which as to their fulness are yet to come, should have a 
regulating influence upon us now. I think you can see that in 
the ways of God it has always been so. Enoch, in a difficult 
day, had the light of the Lord coming judicially, and the effect 
of that was that he “walked with God”, while the rest of men 
were living to themselves. Enoch was  
thus regulated in his walk; he did not go where the rest of men 
went or involve himself in what the others were involved in. It 
says, “And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God 
took him”, Genesis 5: 24. God was pleased to translate him 
because he was already walking with him.  
It brings to my mind a Christian who at the end of his life said, 
‘Death does not hold any fear for me. In death I shall change 
my condition, but not my company’. He was already enjoying 
Christ’s company. Enoch did not change his company; he 
walked with God, and God took him. I wonder, dear brethren, 
at the rapture, will you and I change our company? When the 
Lord comes to take us to Himself, what will the change be? In 
Philippians here it says it will be a change of body; He will 
“transform our body of humiliation”, a change of condition.


Scripture references

Philippians 3:20-21 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour, [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. [4] For indeed we who are in the tabernacle groan, being burdened; while yet we do not wish to be unclothed, but clothed, that [what is] mortal may be swallowed up by life. [5] Now he that has wrought us for this very thing [is] God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit. [6] Therefore [we are] always confident, and know that while present in the body we are absent from the Lord, [7] (for we walk by faith, not by sight;) [8] we are confident, I say, and pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord. [9] Wherefore also we are zealous, whether present or absent, to be agreeable to him. [10] For we must all be manifested before the judgment-seat of the Christ, that each may receive the things [done] in the body, according to those he has done, whether [it be] good or evil.

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (JND) [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

2 Peter 3:8-18 (JND) [8] But let not this one thing be hidden from you, beloved, that one day with [the] Lord [is] as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. [10] But the day of [the] Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a rushing noise, and [the] elements, burning with heat, shall be dissolved, and [the] earth and the works in it shall be burnt up. [11] All these things then being to be dissolved, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and godliness, [12] waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, by reason of which [the] heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and [the] elements, burning with heat, shall melt? [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness. [14] Wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless; [15] and account the longsuffering of our Lord [to be] salvation; according as our beloved brother Paul also has written to you according to the wisdom given to him, [16] as also in all [his] epistles, speaking in them of these things; among which some things are hard to be understood, which the untaught and ill-established wrest, as also the other scriptures, to their own destruction. [17] *Ye* therefore, beloved, knowing [these] things before, take care lest, being led away along with the error of the wicked, ye should fall from your own stedfastness: [18] but grow in grace, and in [the] knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him [be] glory both now and to [the] day of eternity. Amen.

Genesis 5:24 (JND) [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.
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Will it be the same company? How often we have proved His 
patient grace; then we shall see His face, we shall be like Him. 
What about being like Him now? What about that great matter 
of the rapture having a bearing upon us now? Paul says “we 
await” a well-known Person. We do not look for an event; we 
do not search through the calendar to see what date it will be; 
we await a Person, the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour—that 
Man—what a title!—the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul’s heart is full 
of Him here, the One who has been here in lowly 
circumstances, who has taken up the question of our sins, 
ministering forgiveness, maintaining us by His priestly grace 
and service—we await the Person. Are we ready? Are we 
looking for the Person who “shall transform our body of 
humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”?  
What a body it will be! John says, When we see Him we shall 
be like Him. Oh that there could be stirred, by the Spirit, some 
deeper longings in our hearts for Himself and what it will be to 
be with Him. The rapture is presented so often as a matter of 
deliverance and comfort, which it is, and will  
be, but Paul is speaking here about the Person so engaging 
his affections that he was longing to be with Him. It says, “who 
shall transform our body according to the working of the power 
which he has even to subdue all things to himself”.  
We know from 1 Thessalonians 4 what a time of power it will 
be; the dead in Christ shall rise first; they will hear His voice. 
How can you explain that? It brings the glory and the power of 
the Person before us, that nothing shall hinder the Lord as He 
comes in those movements of power; then, ‘So shall we be 
ever in heaven’? No—“and thus we shall be always with the 
Lord”. The Person is to be before our affections. I think it 
should have a very regulating effect during the waiting time. I 
only leave the question—Do we regulate our lives in relation to 
the early return of our Lord?


Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 4 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; …
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In Corinthians Paul is still speaking about the change. What is 
here in this earthly tabernacle house, a treasure, housed now 
in mortal weak conditions, will go through to glory. “Now he 
that has wrought us for this very thing is God, who also has 
given to us the earnest of the Spirit”. Not only the light of it, not 
only the doctrine of the Lord’s coming, but the earnest of the 
Spirit means that a divine Person is here to maintain alive in 
our hearts a longing for Christ in the waiting time. What grace! 
He says, “I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you” 
(John 14: 18), and He has also given us the earnest of the 
Spirit. The earnest of the Spirit means you have the thing in its 
essence, not yet in its fulness, but you have more than light, 
you are able to live in the joy and assurance of hope now.  
Another thing that is before us is “the judgment-seat of the 
Christ”. This is very sobering; I know of nothing more sobering. 
I feel a lack of power to speak about it. Why are some things 
so prolonged? Why do exercises remain unsolved? May  
it be that we are not walking in the light, or not allowing the 
bearing of the judgment-seat of Christ to be with us? May we 
each take it home to ourselves. Things will be reviewed then.  
All believers “must ... be manifested before the judgment-seat 
of the Christ, that each may receive the things done in the 
body, according to those he has done, whether it be good or 
evil”. There is no sense of penalty, but some will suffer loss. 
Would it not be a sobering thing just to think about our present 
exercises, and have them reviewed, as they will be at the 
judgment-seat of Christ? We are so easily influenced by other 
persons and circumstances, which may hinder us from getting 
Christ’s view. I am sure matters would be much more quickly 
settled if we allowed the bearing of the judgment-seat to be 
regulating us now in our exercises.  
It is not a question here of penalty, not at all; it has been said it 
is a review. The things I have done; the opinions that I have 
expressed; the kind of personality that I have exercised that
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John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.
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may have influenced others, rightly or wrongly, will all be 
reviewed. May the bearing of it just rest on our spirits, dear 
brethren—“according to those things he has done, whether it 
be good or evil”. I feel a lack of power to speak much about it, 
but I would encourage us that the bearing of it may come 
home to us now. Are we not meant to be intelligent? Are we 
not meant to be able to exercise judgment? It starts in self-
judgment, in being able to distinguish in myself what is good 
and right, and what is wrong. Dear brethren, it is a matter of 
great sorrow that there are things that might have been solved, 
but now they are left until the judgment-seat of Christ. Some 
who have been wronged have gone to be with Christ; some 
things cannot be repaired; they await that time when Christ will 
give His view, and we shall be adjusted in view of entering into 
the joy of our eternal home. Would it not have been better if 
they had been adjusted now? There are things lying among 
us, I say with deep respect, that we may well allow the bearing 
of the judgment-seat of Christ to apply to us now, to ourselves, 
our localities, the things we do, the opinions we voice so 
freely, the judgments that we offer—sometimes so profusely—
are they in accord with the judgment-seat of Christ? Well, may 
He have His own voice to us in that.  
At the judgment-seat of Christ we shall already be in bodies of 
glory. It will not be there a matter of shedding tears. It will work 
out in view of the kingdom. You get some idea of it in the 
parable of the kingdom in Matthew 25. The lord of the 
bondmen reviewed with persons how they had used the 
talents, some received praise and other suffered loss. What 
did you do when the Lord spoke to you? Perhaps your 
conscience was alerted. You maybe allowed somebody else’s 
opinion to sway you. It will come up at the judgment-seat of 
Christ. You maybe allowed yourself to be governed by 
somebody else’s personality or by your links with someone 
who may not have been in the full light of the truth. These 
things will be reviewed at the judgment-seat of Christ. As I say, 
Why not have them reviewed now, in view of praise to God? 
Paul says, “we walk by faith ... we are confident, I say, and
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Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …
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pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with 
the Lord”. There was nothing in him that he knew of that was 
left unsettled. He was looking forward to being with the Lord; 
the judgment-seat of Christ was an up-to-date matter with him; 
he was “zealous, whether present or absent, to be agreeable 
to him”.  
In 2 Timothy 4 Paul is looking for the appearing. He speaks of 
“all who love his appearing”.  
What a day that will be, dear brethren, what a day! Do you 
long for it? Tomorrow morning, if the Lord will, we shall 
remember Him in the Supper. I like to think as I remember Him 
at the Supper of His appearing. When He appears the whole 
scene will change. Do you not long, beloved, to see Him 
honoured? He will appear to a world whose last words were. 
Away with Him; crucify Him; we will not have this Man! Ah! as 
He appears the whole world will be subject to Him; indeed 
there is the suggestion that the whole scene will arise in tribute 
to Him, the Lamb that had been slain. We long for His public 
vindication.  
We long that that One who has done so much, that One who is 
so great, may be publicly adored. It says, “all who love his 
appearing”; we bear the rebuffs for the moment; the Lord 
bears them; how He feels them! Paul is speaking here of what 
will be in that day in the way of reward “to all who love his 
appearing”.  
May the bearing of these things affect us practically in our 
circumstances here. Peter was affected by them. He had 
already seen the Lord in His glory. He speaks in chapter 1 of 
some “having been eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1: 
16). He saw something of that glorious One. It says His 
garments became white, and as he speaks about it in his 
epistle Peter says, We have not followed cleverly imagined 
fables. We are tested as to the substantiality of these things, 
beloved. How substantial are they to me—the rapture—the
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2 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; …

2 Peter 1 (JND) [1] Simon Peter, bondman and apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have received like precious faith with us through [the] righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ: [2] Grace and peace be multiplied to you in [the] knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. [3] As his divine power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that has called us by glory and virtue, …
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judgment-seat of Christ—and the appearing? Peter says they 
had not followed cleverly imagined fables; the Person was 
enshrined in his affections.  
So as Peter closes the epistle he says all these events are 
going to take place, “wherefore, beloved, as ye wait for these 
things, be diligent to be found of him in peace, without spot 
and blameless”. There is the bearing of the judgment-seat of 
Christ; there is the bearing of the rapture, and of the 
appearing; the bearing of new heavens and new earth, upon 
the saints; “as ye wait for these things, be diligent to be found 
of him in peace, without spot and blameless”.  
May the long-suffering of our Lord not be taken advantage of, 
as it has been publicly, but may we be diligent as we wait. The 
certainty of them, beloved, is maintained in our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit of God. We could never be maintained apart from 
that. Apart from the Spirit’s grace and power in our hearts we 
would say, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? Things are 
pretty much as they always were’. But by the Spirit we wait in 
hope, and as we wait let us “be diligent to be found of him in 
peace”.  
Peter’s final exhortation to the saints is, “Ye therefore, 
beloved, knowing these things before, take care lest, being led 
away along with the error of the wicked, ye should fall from 
your own stedfastness—but grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen”. May it be so 
with us, for His name’s sake.  
Address at Buckhurst Hill 
31 December 1988
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EXTRACT  
J.T.  
(answering a question as to the upbringing of children)—It 
would show that the children are a real difficulty amongst us 
and the matter of their training. The mothers especially should 
see to it that they are trained properly, that they are brought up 
properly and trained in right feelings and principles and not 
allowed to have things that damage, such as are mentioned in 
verse 4—“they gave to Jacob all the strange gods that were in 
their hand, and the rings that were in their ears”. We are not to 
cater to the children in this sort of thing but we are to think of 
God and His rights. In relation to the things too that are being 
taught in the schools, we are to be alert so that the children 
shall be kept holy and pure.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 72, p.150)  
Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, 
Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 
High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661
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