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THE HISTORY OF GIDEON AS BEARING ON THE PRESENT DAY

A. McKay 

Judges 6: 11–14, 19, 20 (to “broth”), 24–26, 36–38; 7: 5, 13 (to “overturned it”), 19, 20 

You will see, dear brethren, that I have in mind to speak about these exercises that Gideon went through, and how they bear on us in our day. The exercises have not changed through this dispensation. The attacks of the enemy have been consistent, always aimed at trying to set aside or neutralise what is precious to the heart of Christ. On the other hand, think of what the Spirit’s operations, as well as the operations of the Lord Jesus, have been so that the people of God should be maintained in freshness and power. Bear in mind that we have been taken up for two things. The word to Pharaoh was, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”, Exodus 4: 23. We have been taken up for the service of God and for the testimony. 

Things were difficult in Gideon’s day as the people were being starved, not by a famine of Jehovah, but by these tribes that were related to them. When they sowed they came in and appropriated what was growing; they were denying the people of God nourishment. What God had in mind according to the prophecies, was to bring them into a land flowing with milk and honey; a land of olive yards and vineyards, houses that they had not built, water-brooks, springing fountains, a land of plenty. Why had this famine come in? On account of their unfaithfulness. Things have not changed. If there is a famine today, it is on account of our unfaithfulness. Looking back, we would have to say, that in any breakdown we have had part in it, and if there has been shame on the testimony we have added to it. That does not mean to say that we are going to sit down now with our hands folded. 

We get a locality presented here, “And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite”. That would mean somebody had been there before Gideon. There was a terebinth; a large shady tree so the idea was that there would be rest there and peace and joy, where they could enjoy fellowship. I wonder if we value fellowship? Fellowship is not only a matter of coming to the meetings, although that is a very important part of it, there is what we enjoy together; it involves our households, our localities, our neighbouring localities; we are invited to three day meetings, all that is part of the fellowship. But that has to be maintained by individuals; we start off individually. In this sorrow, we find Gideon threshing wheat in a winepress. It is very interesting to trace something of the winepress; that is where they press grapes to make wine; the wine is for the heart of God and man. You see the idea of cheer, happiness is after the harvest. But that is not what the winepress was being used for here, it was being used as a threshing-floor. 

Threshing-floors in Scripture are testing places, two or three incidents are mentioned. David was brought to the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he knew what it was. Before that he put the ark on a new cart, but it came to the threshing-floor of Nachon and the oxen stumbled (2 Samuel 6: 6). They were not doing things according to the due order. So we need to bear in mind that we have a locality, in which we are governed by assembly principles. Assembly principles are not all got from the books; we go by the book as we say, but that is not the full answer to it. Assembly principles are governed largely through our affections; it is how we interpret what we know. Who does the assembly belong to? Who has rights over it? We go to Matthew 16, where the Lord says, “my assembly” (Matthew 16: 18). Before He mentions any assembly administration He says, “my assembly”. I hope we all understand that. Then we come in Matthew 17 to a preview of the Lord glorified; we have to bear in mind that the assembly belongs to the Lord in glory, and administration is from that standpoint. Now that is from Mr. Taylor’s ministry, but it is yours if you make it your own! 

I would urge every one to take this matter up. It bears on what I said about Gideon threshing wheat in the winepress; he was using the winepress for a threshing-floor. The threshing-floor was a separating place, where they separated wheat from the straw and the chaff. Straw is easily removed, leaving the wheat and the chaff. What comes after the separation of the straw? There is the winnowing. Now both in Matthew and Luke the Lord is presented as the One whose winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His threshing-floor. 

What does He want? He wants the wheat. The Lord said to Peter, “Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you as wheat”, Luke 22: 31. What does wheat lead on to? It leads on to the oblation, the presentation of what was pleasurable to the heart of God; the fine flour, typifying the evenness of the Lord Jesus, of whom we sung in our hymn. 

Gideon must have cultivated, initially, and harvested, and then there is the threshing. Later on, the threshing-floor is referred to but not as used for threshing. What is it used for? Laying out the fleece. What does that mean? It is not a skin, fleece is from a live sheep. We are thankful for what has come through death, but the fleece and milk and honey did not come through death. Milk comes from the cow, honey from the bee, and the fleece is from a live sheep. I wonder if we are fully alive to all that is going on, and are we part of this great productive system that is for the maintenance of the fellowship? They were told not to offer honey; the priests had not to wear wool; these are for the nourishment and comfort of the brethren, and that little extra is to make the wheels run smoothly. What comes out of the threshing-floor when the wool is on it is a bowl full of water. The dew is caught in the 

fleece, that is the gentle distilling service of the Spirit that is intended to keep us fresh and at liberty in each one of our localities. I remember a brother giving an address on this, in which he stressed the importance of what is caught by the fleece, a bowl full of water. There had been the experience of the night season. I suppose we all have experience of the night seasons. When we are young and busy, we need an alarm clock to waken us, but when we grow older we do not need it. Why? Because there are too many things that run through your mind. 

I was speaking about Gideon and the fleece. Now he had these things but the first thing he did was to secure a kid of the goats. Like Abraham of old he detained the Angel. He brought this present, a kid of the goats, and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes; he is not indiscriminate. The kid of the goats speaks of separation; so he knows what is involved in bringing this present. Gideon would have known of the tabernacle system, he would have known about the glory of the tent, that it was a covering over the tabernacle of goats’ hair. Do you know what that means? Things are going to be protected by the covering. The tent is really a covering over the holy place and it is of goats’ hair. Who had spun the goats’ hair? 

The sisters did. The sisters are not just useful for helping with the singing of the hymns, they have their own distinctive place. I trust they know it, because if they do not know it, they will not know how they fill it out. If they want to fill out their place they want to know it. Now the curtains of goats’ hair were held together by clasps of copper. These clasps of copper linked the curtains together so that the tent was one whole. 

Gideon was discriminate, he brought this kid and he brought this ephah of flour. It is one thing to bring a present, but then he knows there is something more than that, and he builds this altar referred to in verse 24. While things were not right in Israel, he would never lose sight of the oneness of the people. So that however small we may be, and however broken the conditions, the one loaf includes every saint of the assembly. When the Lord comes to rally His own with that triumphant shout, what a wonderful display there will be. There is great gain in being exercised to hold to the light of the whole assembly and to seek to work out matters according to the truth presented in the Scriptures. Thus there is something held for all. 

Now he builds an altar, that is one thing, but then God wants something more than that. What does God say? He says, “Take the young bullock, which thy father hath, even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath”. He is getting strength now. If we are going to pursue what will be for the divine pleasure, and our own satisfaction (because we will only be satisfied when we are filling out what is for the divine pleasure), we must take the second bullock. It is typical of how He takes away the first that He might establish the second. Nothing of the first order is to have any place here, and the altar and all that belongs to the altar is to be used for the divine service. I do not think there is another instance like this. The altar is thrown down, the idol is cut down and the wood of the idol is taken for the wood of the burnt-offering, “take the second bullock, and offer up a burnt-offering with the wood of the Asherah that thou shalt cut down”. When the Lord was taken and put in the tomb, the stone was rolled to the mouth of the tomb, and it was sealed with the Roman seal; but an angel came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 

That has been described as a touch of irony, God setting at nought all that the greatest authority on earth can do. The Roman seal is broken, and the angel is sitting on that stone, it is something like this. All that is being used by Satan for the spoiling of the inheritance and for the hindering of its enjoyment by the people, the Lord claims, I am going to have that, He says! So that altar is built on a strong place, strong in relation to His world as the Lord will show, and the world cannot defy Him. 

If you care to read some of the ministry that relates to the history of the testimony now, and what will happen after the saints are raptured, it will show the Lord in His supreme superiority, with no rival to Him. Now the idea is that there is to be no rival to Christ in our hearts. There is little point in us thinking about Gideon throwing down this altar unless we can apply it to ourselves. The Lord is going to have the victory. He takes away the first; that is we have to do that, we have to displace the first completely. The other way of putting it, is that we have to experience the Jordan typically, like Naaman the Syrian. After raising certain questions, it says he plunged seven times, and his flesh became again as the flesh of a little child. Now these exercises have to be gone through. If the Lord is to have His portion, and the Father is to have His portion, and we are to have our portion, these exercises have to be gone through completely, there is to be nothing that we would like to retain. No doubt Naaman would have liked to retain something of his great place. The Lord had used him and all that, but that is no use. Naaman in every aspect has to go; he has to become an associate of a captive maid. So it says of Gideon that he built it in the ordered manner. 

Then you have to go through the experience suggested by the wool. As I said, the wool is what we produce. Take the woman in Proverbs 31, the first thing that is spoken about is wool. We would, maybe, have said flax and wool, but no, the order is wool and flax. Then it speaks about not being afraid of the snow. That is the idea, it is the comfort of the brethren, it runs alongside this. All her household were clothed in scarlet. She spins with a distaff; that is the wool has to be processed. So it is all part of the Christian pathway to be here for the pleasure of divine Persons and for the building up of each other. 

The next thing is they are going to war and the test is the water. Soldiers need to drink, but then the test is are they going to lap like a dog. That means, Are you going to be a good soldier or are you going to have your eyes on the water? Divine provision is all right, but then, if there is warfare on, you have to be careful. Do not be too much engaged with the water, take enough and pass on. In books you may see illustrations of these men of Gideon with their two hands held up drinking the water, but it does not say that; Scripture speaks about those that lapped with their hand to their mouth, one hand. Where was the other hand? 

They would have their weapon in the other hand. In Nehemiah’s day, they built with the trowel in one hand and the sword in the other. In difficult days, we cannot be engaged too much with the water; we take as much as we need and hurry on. That is the test. Three hundred were left out of thirty-two thousand. Were there enough to cope? The difference is that these three hundred were chosen men. Would you like to be amongst them? They were select personnel, set aside. 

Gideon is now pressing on, and so he goes into the camp, he is told to go down. He was not told to put the fleece on the threshing-floor, but the Lord will go along with you if you need strengthening. He is told to go down to the camp, and he hears about this cake of barley-bread. It says, “a cake of barley-bread tumbled into the camp of Midian, and came to the tent, and smote it that it fell”. Why is that brought in? When we may get on a little in the Lord’s service, we need to be humbled. In effect the Lord is telling him that this is what he is, just a cake of barley-bread of little or no account. We know that the barley speaks of Christ; we know it speaks of the first-fruits. Then this cake of barley-bread tumbles into the camp, very undignified. So before the victory Gideon is brought to understand what he is; he is to be only in the Lord’s hands, he needs to be usable. 

The next thing is the trumpets. Where will you get the trumpets? These were trumpets of ram’s horn, involving death. I spoke about the tabernacle system, with the tent of goats’ hair, then there was the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, and the covering of badgers’ skins. I think these horns would be identified with the rams’ skins, and the ram is linked with consecration. The priests had to be consecrated seven days. Do we understand what that means? Christianity is not a one day a week religion, it is seven days a week. They had not to depart from the tent of meeting seven days. It is an exercise with us that if we are going to be priestly, and if we are going to produce what is typified in these rams’ skins dyed red, then, it means committal for seven days in the week. The badgers’ skins speak of watchfulness. 

These soldiers would keep their eyes open, they would be marked by watchfulness. Bear in mind that if the service of God is to be maintained with the dignity that belongs to it, we need all these elements. We cannot be specialists in anything. There was a time when some claimed to be specialists in the readings, and some in the gospel preaching, but I think we are so few now that we have been humbled, that we have all to do what we can, young ones and old ones, in order that the wonderful divine plan will be filled out. 

Then we come to these lights in the pitchers. They take the trumpet in one hand and the pitcher in the other. They are spoken of as empty pitchers, there are lights in them, and the pitchers have to be broken. The light will not show until the pitchers are broken, and you cannot break the pitchers until you are standing in your appointed place, that is rule. Young people would do well to read Mr. Raven’s ministry, because he brings in the subject of rule in quite a number of his articles. He speaks of rule, atmosphere and light for instance. Now Gideon says, “Look on me, and do likewise”. Three hundred men, scattered round the camp, in weakness, yes, but alongside of that there is divine power. I think if we are going to be maintained in a measure of dignity, we will find the divine power for it, if we put ourselves in the place to get it. So they were round the camp and they broke the pitchers and the light shone out. 

That leads us on to 2 Corinthians where it refers to the pitchers being broken and the radiancy of the glad tidings shining forth. It says, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels”, 2 Corinthians 4: 7. Well, have we? Our vessels have to be broken for the light to shine. It is a constant exercise from beginning to end, from this matter of threshing wheat in the winepress, going right through to these exercises of 2 Corinthians, chapters 4 and 5, where we get the truth of new creation; that is that we are standing like these men—“if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation”, 2 Corinthians 5: 17. Would that we knew something more of it, so as to be here for the divine pleasure and for the encouragement of each other. May it be so for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Judges 6:11-20 (JND) [11] And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure [it] from the Midianites. [12] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. [13] And Gideon said to him, Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where are all his miracles that our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? And now Jehovah hath cast us off, and given us into the hand of Midian. [14] And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not I sent thee? [15] And he said to him, Ah Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. [16] And Jehovah said to him, I will certainly be with thee; and thou shalt smite Midian as one man. [17] And he said to him, If now I have found favour in thine eyes, shew me a sign that it is thou who talkest with me. [18] Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto thee, and bring forth my present, and set it before thee. And he said, I will tarry until thou come again. [19] And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid of the goats, and an ephah of flour in unleavened cakes: the flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and brought it out to him under the terebinth, and presented it. [20] And the Angel of God said to him, Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did so.

Exodus 4:23 (JND) [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

2 Samuel 6:6 (JND) [6] And when they came to Nachon's threshing-floor, Uzzah reached after the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen had stumbled.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Matthew 17 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light; [3] and lo, Moses and Elias appeared to them talking with him. …

Luke 22:31 (JND) [31] And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to have you, to sift [you] as wheat;

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

2 Corinthians 5:17 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new:



THE GREATNESS OF CHRIST

J. Strachan 

Hebrews 4: 14–16; 13: 20, 21; Luke 1: 32, 33 

I have in mind to say a word about the greatness of Christ. Scripture abounds with references to His greatness, and this epistle to the Hebrews very specially brings it out by way of contrast. There are various features of His greatness. One is that He is the Creator. He had to do with everything in the creation. It says of Him, “by whom also he made the worlds”, Hebrews 1: 2. How extensive that may be we cannot tell, but He made them all. What a Person He is! He upholds “all things by the word of his power”. Think of the greatness of One who is able to do that, to keep everything going “by the word of his power”. Men have devised certain ideas about the creation, but faith lays hold of this, that He made the worlds, and upholds everything by the word of His power. It is good for our young people to realise that we know the Person who accomplished these things. 

He not only had to do with creation but it says of Him, “having made by himself the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high”, Hebrews 1: 3. Think of Someone who is able to take up the whole sin question, involving the introduction of sin into the universe and the introduction of sin into the human race, and settle it to God’s glory. He dealt with it all in such a way that He could “set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high”. That shows how entirely He has accomplished it. That work has been completed; it will never have to be repeated, nothing will have to be added to it. He has set Himself down in all the virtue of that great finished work. Now that has affected us as believers. We know that He died for our sins. We have faith in Him, we have faith in His precious blood. We have faith in the Person and faith in His blood, involving faith in His work. If we are believers we have come to know this glorious Person as our Saviour. 

Now He is to be known by us in other ways too. You will notice where we started to read in Hebrews it says, “Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God”. He is not just a high priest like they had in Old Testament times, but “a great high priest who has passed through the heavens”. That is what believers have. The writer of this book tells us, “We have such a one high priest”, (Hebrews 8: 1). Believers are regarded as being so great that they must have such a great and glorious High Priest, “such a high priest became us” (Hebrews 7: 26). It is fitting that believers should have such a High Priest. He says, “For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart”. He is a real Man. He has passed through the heavens but He has gone there as Man. He has gone there with all the feelings and sympathies of a man. He has been here, and understands what believers go through in their experiences down here. He is qualified because of His first hand knowledge of all our circumstances and of all we pass through, but sin apart. He was not affected by sin as it can affect us. Nevertheless, as a real Man, He went through human experiences and understood them at first hand. Therefore He is qualified to sympathise with those who go through experiences of difficulty, pressure and distress. He can take account of us in the pressure of illness. Many of the beloved brethren are affected by illness; their bodies are affected by weakness and illness, and He understands. He can enter feelingly into what it means as it says, “Himself took our infirmities and bore our diseases”, Matthew 8: 17. How feelingly He entered into these things! Now He is no longer in these circumstances where illness and weakness pertain; He is out of them. He has passed through the heavens, but He can sympathise with us as not in any way being restricted by them. If you are ill yourself you might find it very difficult to really enter sympathetically into the circumstances of someone who is going through that experience because of your own limitations. But He is out of and beyond the circumstances of pressure, therefore He can take up our case and enter feelingly into what we are going through, and enter into it effectively. So He is able to sustain us in these circumstances of illness and weakness and bereavement too. How near He came to persons in bereavement! After the death of Lazarus He wept. He felt the pressure of death on the human spirit. He entered sympathetically into these circumstances yet He Himself was the resurrection and the life (John 11: 25). He understands what circumstances of bereavement mean and He can enter feelingly into them in His love. That is the kind of High Priest we have; not one who is “not able to sympathise”, but One who knows and understands and can serve us in His love. 

Dear brethren are going through pressure of circumstances as to unemployment, going through reduced circumstances; He understands and would help us how to go through these things. Paul had learned something of it when he said that he knew both how to abound and how to be abased (Philippians 4: 12). Paul knew the One who could support him through them. Now it is for us to know it. It was not only for an apostle; it was Paul as a believer who went through these things. It was not unique to an apostle. There were experiences that were unique to Paul, but Paul had experiences that pertained to the life of an ordinary believer. We are to understand, therefore, how to be not only in affluent circumstances but in reduced circumstances. Sometimes affluent circumstances do not help us too much spiritually, but if we are in reduced circumstances perhaps it makes Christ more precious to us, and will yield spiritually even if we are restricted in some way materially. 

The point in these things is that we are to come to know the Lord Jesus better than we did before; we are to come to know Himself. Not only do we get relief in the circumstances, but we come to know Himself. That is great gain, because the effect of it is, I believe, that as He comes in and makes Himself known to us in our circumstances, we come to know Him. As a result we want to know more about Him in His circumstances. That is what it is intended to do, dear brethren, to lead us into the knowledge of Himself and into the knowledge of the circumstances to which He belongs, these circumstances that are His. How glorious these are! 

It is where we shall spend our time eternally. I cannot really use that expression, ‘spend our time’, for eternity will never finish, but should rather say ‘to be with Him eternally’. As the apostle, says, “thus we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 17. We shall be transferred from these circumstances of pressure and difficulty and distress, and we shall be taken into His glorious circumstances where certain things will not be, they will not exist. In Revelation 21 we are told that certain things will not exist; not death, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress will exist any more. We shall be with the One who has loved us, who has served us, who has brought us through, who has given us to know Himself. I think that is the great gain of our circumstances down here that we get to know Him. 

He has “passed through the heavens”, and yet He is able to sympathise with us. So it says, “Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help”. The throne of grace is available to us; then let us use it, let us approach to obtain mercy and find grace for seasonable help. It means that we get help just when we need it. We do not exactly build up a storehouse of help, we receive the help as we need it. So let us approach with boldness and find it is available; “grace for seasonable help”, just when we need it. One thing we may find we need help in is when the word of God comes to us and we find it testing. Sometimes something comes to us in ministry or as we read the Scriptures, and we find in some way it is testing to answer to it. That is where our great High Priest comes in to help us; He will help us to answer to what is presented to us in the word of God. The word of God has a living, searching, operative character, and God uses it to help us in our spiritual histories, to help us forward into what He has in mind for us. So as we seek to answer to it and come into the gain of what is for our spiritual prosperity, then our great High Priest is available to help us and sustain us. We may find it difficult but He is there to help us through the exercise involved. 

Now another feature of His greatness that comes up at the end of the epistle is that He is “the great shepherd of the sheep”. It says, “But the God of peace, who brought again from among the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep”. He is the good Shepherd, of course; we have come to know Him, and to value Him as the good Shepherd, the One who “lays down his life for the sheep”, John 10: 11. He is the One by whom we can go in and go out, to enjoy the liberty of Christianity, to have liberty to move in and out and to find pasture. We find that He provides food for us, that He makes us restful, that He causes us to enjoy life and to have it abundantly. Then He is the great Shepherd and God brought Him again from among the dead. He would not leave Him in death. He lay in death but He was taken again from among the dead. We see Him as brought out from among the dead and how He carried on His shepherdly activities. 

We read in Luke’s gospel (Luke 24) of how He went after those two who were on the way to Emmaus, having turned their back on the centre of divine operations at that time. They were going away, their faces were in the wrong direction, but the great Shepherd of the sheep went after them and went along with them; He listened to them, disconsolate and discouraged as they were. Sometimes we may be like that. I suppose most of us have felt like that at some time, felt discouraged, felt like giving up, and then the great Shepherd of the sheep came in suddenly. Maybe He used someone, but behind it all there was His activity as the great Shepherd of the sheep. As those two went into the house, He made as if He would go further, but they took Him into their circumstances. He had been saying wonderful things to them. 

How their hearts burned as He spoke to them about Himself, opened up things from the Scriptures about Himself. I think the Lord would serve us in that way to open up something that makes an appeal to our hearts, causing our hearts to burn within us. But He did not leave it there. He went into the house with them, right into those circumstances where they were, and there He was made known to them in the breaking of bread. If persons are getting away, it is a great thing to 

get a touch from the Lord that leads them back to where the breaking of bread is known, where His own service comes out in its fullness. He was made known to them, and the result was that they went away back to Jerusalem. Just before, it had been too late to go any further, but then they go readily about eight miles back to Jerusalem. What did they find? They found the eleven and those with them, gathered together. The gathering power of the great Shepherd had been operating to gather them together. They were saying, “The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon”, Luke 24: 34. O the grace of that! Just shortly before, Simon had denied Him, but the Lord had appeared to him. There they were saying these things, and how much these two would have to contribute. I wonder if we have something to contribute, in the circle of the saints, from our experience of the great Shepherd of the sheep? 

There they were back together, and then He came in. It is wonderful to have an experience like that. As He came in He raised the question, “Have ye anything here to eat?” Was there anything in that company? There was something. They were enjoying something together, the broiled fish and the honeycomb. They gave Him part of a broiled fish and of a honeycomb, and He took it and ate before them. O how He would enter into the circumstances and serve them, so that they should prove the blessing of it, and that there would be something for Himself. That is what is in mind, dear brethren, that there should be something for Himself. 

How beautifully He served Mary of Magdala and gave her that message in John 20, after His resurrection. The result was that the disciples were gathered together and as He came they were just ready for Him. We are looking forward to His coming to us tomorrow morning. 

What a thing it is to be gathered as a result of the service of the great Shepherd of the sheep, so that we are just ready for His own touch. What He did on that occasion was to lead them into something of the enjoyment of eternal things, because behind those closed doors of John 20 really lay eternity. Now the Lord wants to lead us into the enjoyment of eternal things. 

Then it says, “But the God of peace, who brought again from among the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in the power of the blood of the eternal covenant, perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will, doing in you what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ”. God wants to perfect us, doing in us what is pleasing, or producing in us what is pleasing, “before him through Jesus Christ”. The service of the Shepherd would be to secure us in this way, amenable to doing the will of God; He would produce “what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ”. Think of God reaching such a result in persons who wanted at one time to do their own wills, that there is such a change that they want to do God’s will, and He produces what is pleasing to Himself. I think that is a wonderful thing, and lying behind it all is the service of the great Shepherd of the sheep. What a heart He has! 

David was brought from the sheepfolds to shepherd Israel, to feed them and to lead them. It says, “And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds—From following the suckling-ewes, he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. And he fed them according to the integrity of his heart”, Psalm 78: 70–72. David had the heart of a shepherd. There were no mixed motives in what he did, he fed them according to the integrity of his heart. The supply of food is always needed among the saints. Then it says, “and led them by the skilfulness of his hands”. The way the shepherd deals with his sheep would be skilful. The Lord Jesus showed the skilfulness with which He dealt with His own. So God had this in mind in David, using him as a type, but God was really looking forward to Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep. He could not leave Him lying in death. He had to bring Him again from among the dead in order to accomplish what He had in mind as to His people. 

Now in Luke it says, “thou shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for the ages, and of his kingdom there shall not be an end”. He came into the world in a very lowly and unobtrusive way, coming in by way of Bethlehem’s manger, coming in by way of human infancy. There was no pomp, no worldly show as He came into the very lowly conditions that are depicted here, but of Him it is said, 

“He shall be great”. This looks forward to the time when He will be displayed in His greatness, to the world to come when He will come out publicly to reign, but meantime He has been rejected. Believers today follow the Man who has been rejected. He is not given a place in the world. Ostensibly men may connect His name with certain things, but He is not publicly honoured in the world. The world would be a very different place if He were. When He comes in and is acknowledged as having right to reign, then there will be the display of His greatness for a thousand years and, as it says here, “the Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father”. There was a time when David was in rejection, but later he came to the throne. So this is looking forward to the time when Christ will come to the throne publicly, when He will be given the throne of David His father. 

One thing that marked David was that he became attractive to persons in whom God was working. The Lord Jesus is attractive to those who love Him. It is not only that He has done certain things for us, but He has become attractive personally. He has indeed done things gloriously for us; He has vanquished the power of death. He has not dealt with the power of death partially, nor dealt with the sin question partially, but He has dealt with those matters completely, so that believers can be secured for Him in all the gain of His victory. But then we are attracted to Himself personally because of the moral worth there is in Him; and that is like David in the type. How persons were attracted to him, how they gathered round him, how he became a captain over them! 

You see the influence that he gained over persons. That is like the Lord Jesus, how He gains influence in affection, and in moral quality over us, so that He acquires a place with us. It has not to be forced on us, dear brethren. He acquires a place because of what He is. 

So He shall be given “the throne of David his father; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for the ages”. O, you say, why reign over the house of Jacob? Jacob with all his ups and downs, his chequered history, and his house, Is He going to reign over that? Think of all that belonged to Jacob as they came to Joseph, and see the way that he came into supremacy over the house of Jacob. They were persons with mixed histories, with all sorts of problems, persons who had difficulty in getting on together, and were experiencing famine, yet he gradually worked with them so that he gained the ascendency over the house of Jacob. That is how the Lord works with us and puts us together, so that He acquires such a place with us that we are held in relation to Himself and in relation to one another as brethren. How wonderful the way the Lord can work with us. The fulness of these things will come out in the millennium, but I think they operate in believers now in the assembly; they operate in the hearts of believers as He acquires this place. He has title to the throne of David because of His personal worth, and to reign over the house of Jacob because of the way He comes in to help us and reach His end with us. 

It continues, “and of his kingdom there shall not be an end”. Men set up their kingdoms and then they collapse. There is the rise and the decline, and that can happen very, very rapidly, but His kingdom will not be like that, therefore “He shall be great”. Another scripture speaks of Him as the great King, and it speaks of His having a city, Jerusalem, “the city of the great King”, Psalm 48: 2. It will be a city that will be suited to such a King, suited in its greatness to be the earthly metropolis in the world to come. Presently there is great Babylon, that is built up by man in all its ostentation and sophistication and all that pertains to it, everything that keeps the commercial and the religious world going. But the Spirit of God is here working in view of another city, the heavenly Jerusalem. That is what believers in the present day have been called to have part in. We are waiting for the great King to come and have His rightful place publicly, and meantime we are engaged with this wonderful city, a suited counterpart for Him, something that is entirely in keeping with Himself. One who is so great and glorious. There is the great King and there is the city of the great King. May we come to appreciate the Lord Jesus more and more in His greatness, and the greatness of what is connected with Him, in which we have our part through grace. For His name’s sake. 

Address at Rotherham
10 March 1993 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 4:14-16 (JND) [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Hebrews 13:20-21 (JND) [20] But the God of peace, who brought again from among [the] dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, in [the power of the] blood of [the] eternal covenant, [21] perfect you in every good work to the doing of his will, doing in you what is pleasing before him through Jesus Christ; to whom [be] glory for the ages of ages. Amen.

Luke 1:32-33 (JND) [32] *He* shall be great, and shall be called Son of [the] Highest; and [the] Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father; [33] and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for the ages, and of his kingdom there shall not be an end.

Hebrews 1:2 (JND) [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

Hebrews 8:1 (JND) [1] Now a summary of the things of which we are speaking [is], We have such a one high priest who has sat down on [the] right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens;

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Matthew 8:17 (JND) [17] so that that should be fulfilled which was spoken through Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities and bore our diseases.

John 11:25 (JND) [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

Philippians 4:12 (JND) [12] I know both how to be abased and I know how to abound. In everything and in all things I am initiated both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer privation.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

John 10:11 (JND) [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep:

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Luke 24:34 (JND) [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Psalms 78:70-72 (JND) [70] And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: [71] From following the suckling-ewes, he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. [72] And he fed them according to the integrity of his heart, and led them by the skilfulness of his hands.

Psalms 48:2 (JND) [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King.



THE LORD JESUS AS SEALED, SANCTIFIED AND SENT

D. Duthie 

John 6: 27; 10: 35–38; 6: 37–40 

I hardly know what I can say about the scriptures read, dear brethren, but they have been on my mind for some time. They refer to the Lord Jesus, first of all as being “sealed”, then as “sanctified”, and finally as the ‘sent One’. (That thought is conveyed in an extensive way throughout John’s gospel). These things all took place at one and the same time, at His baptism. It is set out for us in detail and the Spirit of God has broken it down for our understanding. 

I seek help to refer first of all to the sealing. The sealing of Christ actually took place when the Spirit of God descended on Him. The believer too is referred to as being sealed; that is you and me as having the Holy Spirit are persons who are sealed. But believers are sealed because of the work of redemption. God is so pleased with the perfection of the work of Jesus that He is prepared to commit Himself to the believer in the gift of the Spirit. The sealing is for God. The Lord Jesus is also spoken of as being sealed, John 6: 27, but the sealing of Christ was because of what He was inherently. Luke writes, “And Jesus himself was beginning to be about thirty years old” (Luke 3: 23), and throughout those thirty years the Father was taking account approvingly of every moment. Never a step had to be retraced, never a word to be recalled. It was then the Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a dove. 

The Spirit came of His own volition because of the pleasure that was found in that blessed Man. Illustrations and similes always come so far short, but I have likened it in my mind to the hallmark on silver, the proof of what is there in reality and substance. The Spirit is also referred to as being sent (He is at the disposal of other divine Persons), but He came primarily of Himself because of what He found in Jesus. Our brother has been speaking about seeing Jesus and looking on Jesus. What a wonderful Person on whom to fix our eyes! Let us trace through the gospels the blessed features in which the Father found His pleasure, what the Father found His pleasure in is what we are to find our pleasure in too. It is food for the soul and will build us up in a constitutional way. He says in this section, “Work not for the food which perishes, but for the food which abides unto life eternal, which the Son of man shall give to you; for him has the Father sealed, even God”. 

When we come to chapter 10 the Lord Jesus speaks of Himself as being sanctified. It seems to me that what the Lord Jesus is saying is that He Himself was the Father’s point of contact with all humanity. Scriptures must be understood in context and in this section He is speaking in the area of the temple. 

Solomon says it was to be a house of prayer for all the nations. God was to have contact with all humanity through His house so the Lord Jesus says here, “do ye say of him whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest, because I said, I am Son of God?” I believe, dear brethren, that the Lord Jesus took the place that the temple was meant to fill, but of which it had come so far short. The Jews were in a very privileged position but they were totally remiss. There was One in their very presence who was God’s contact with all humanity. He was sanctified, singled out in absolute holiness, you might say, an oasis in a vast wilderness. 

Again, in John 6 the Lord Jesus speaks of Himself as the sent One. There are many references throughout the gospel to Him as the One sent of the Father, sent of the Father to accomplish His will. I was impressed on Lord’s day with the scripture, “yet to us there is one God, the Father, of whom all things, and we for him” (1 Corinthians 8: 6); but then it goes on to say something more, it says, “and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him”. This involves what is mediatorial, it involves the incarnation, it involves that the Lord Jesus was sent, moving in full concert with what was in the Father’s heart, to accomplish His will. The scripture read says, “All that the Father gives me shall come to me, and him that comes to me I will not at all cast out. For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do my will, but the will of him that has sent me. And this is the will of him that has sent me, that of all that he has given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up in the last day”. There is the “it” and later on there is reference to the “him”. The “it” refers to the work of God in its entirety; the “him” involves the person of the believer, “I will raise him up in the last day”. 

We can take great comfort in this, that in the day in which we live, in which there is so much departure, everything for God is secure. What a wonderful person Jesus is! Let us be occupied with Him and know the things concerning Him increasingly, that there may be a richer note of response from every one of our hearts. 

Substance of a word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen, Scotland
7 June 1994 

 


Scripture references

John 6:27 (JND) [27] Work not [for] the food which perishes, but [for] the food which abides unto life eternal, which the Son of man shall give to you; for him has the Father sealed, [even] God.

John 10:35-38 (JND) [35] If he called *them* gods to whom the word of God came (and the scripture cannot be broken), [36] do ye say of him whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest, because I said, I am Son of God? [37] If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not; [38] but if I do, even if ye believe not me, believe the works, that ye may know [and believe] that the Father is in me and I in him.

John 6:37-40 (JND) [37] All that the Father gives me shall come to me, and him that comes to me I will not at all cast out. [38] For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do *my* will, but the will of him that has sent me. [39] And this is the will of him that has sent me, that of all that he has given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up in the last day. [40] For this is the will of my Father, that every one who sees the Son, and believes on him, should have life eternal; and I will raise him up at the last day.

John 6:27 (JND) [27] Work not [for] the food which perishes, but [for] the food which abides unto life eternal, which the Son of man shall give to you; for him has the Father sealed, [even] God.

Luke 3:23 (JND) [23] And Jesus himself was beginning to be about thirty years old; being as was supposed son of Joseph; of Eli,

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

1 Corinthians 8:6 (JND) [6] yet to us [there is] one God, the Father, of whom all things, and *we* for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom [are] all things, and *we* by him.



EXTRACTS

Well now in Nehemiah’s time, the privileges of Jerusalem were laid hold of, so that it says in this chapter (Nehemiah 11), verse 1, “the rulers of the people dwelt” there. Thank God for that! Surely they shall give a lead, for the leaders amongst the people of God are not merely marked by intelligence and strength, but feeling and affection and appreciation of divine things. Therefore these leaders are to be emulated, they dwell in Jerusalem. Then there is the principle of one in ten dwelling in Jerusalem, the other nine went out into other cities. It is evidently recorded here to show the state of things that existed. Are we content to be one of those nine that are willing to stay out of Jerusalem? You can do it by putting your home and family and business first. Whereas the dweller in Jerusalem puts the interests of Christ first, he is at every meeting of the saints possible, he never willingly misses one. Anna would never miss a meeting, she was day and night in the temple, she would not think lightly of staying away from a meeting. One has often pictured the saints at Jerusalem. Peter and six others went off fishing one night. If you had asked Mary Magdalene where Peter and the sons of Zebedee were that day, if she knew she would tell you regretfully, she would feel their absence. Can we afford to come under that opprobrium? To be absent, like Thomas, when such great things are happening? Anna would never be absent. She dwelt in Jerusalem, and not only was she in the temple but she spoke of the Lord to all them that looked for redemption in Israel. How Jerusalem would come into her mind, how she would convey that to those to whom she spoke! It is a somewhat wholesome thing to take account of the progress of persons nominally dwelling in Jerusalem. Who are the persons at the prayer meeting? See how many of them are there. Those who are habitually absent are not really inhabitants of Jerusalem, not characteristically such. 

Then it goes on to say (Nehemiah 11: 2), “And the people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem”. They blessed them. You sometimes hear it said, Miss So and So is never absent, she is always at the meeting. Such persons come into peculiar blessing, they have a unique place in the affections of the saints. “If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning”, that is, if I forget the brethren, forget the assembly. How many prefer the night school to the meetings—not that I would make little of one qualifying to earn a living, but “If I forget thee O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning”, Psalm 137: 5. I may become a great man in this world but of what value is that if I have forgotten Jerusalem? We cannot afford to do that, no one can afford to acquire anything at the expense of Jerusalem. So it says here, “The people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem”. I love that blessing, the people blessed them. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 38, pp.285–287) 

How many of us, I wonder, are accustomed to look to the Lord for direction in all the details of life? We are so accustomed to look to man that we do not easily come under the moral sway of grace; we are very apt to act for reasons of advantage or convenience, and that proves that one knows very little about the kingdom. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 12, p.28)
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Scripture references

Nehemiah 11 (JND) [1] And the princes of the people dwelt in Jerusalem; and the rest of the people cast lots, to bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem, the holy city, and nine parts in the cities. [2] And the people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem. [3] And these are the chiefs of the province that dwelt in Jerusalem; but in the cities of Judah dwelt every one in his possession in their cities, Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's servants. …

Nehemiah 11:2 (JND) [2] And the people blessed all the men that willingly offered themselves to dwell in Jerusalem.

Psalms 137:5 (JND) [5] If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand forget [its skill];
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