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THE RESPONSES OF SOLOMON AND JEREMIAH WHEN REQUIRED FOR THE SERVICE OF GOD

W. McKillop 

1 Kings 3: 5–12, 28; Jeremiah 1: 4–10 

I thought of these two men as connecting with what was before us in the reading. You notice that Solomon says, “I am but a little child”, so he asks for a wise and understanding heart, and the word pleased the Lord. On the other hand, Jeremiah, when he is spoken to by God, says, “I am a child”, but God tells him, “Say not, I am a child”. So we should enquire as to what God had in mind in taking up these two men, but speaking differently to them when one said, “I am but a little child” and the other said, “I am a child”. All these things recorded in the Scriptures are for our instruction, and to make us more effective in every feature of the service of God. Solomon was engaged in priestly activity really, for he sacrificed a thousand burnt-offerings. 

So, in Gibeon, Jehovah appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give thee”. It is God’s way to approach us as we are engaged in what is priestly and what is contributory to His service. He appeared to Solomon in a dream by night. It would imply that God will approach us when we are not occupied with other things that might distract or preoccupy us. Night is a time when generally persons are free of ordinary daily activities, and God would not be behind in taking advantage of such opportunities with us. 

And so He says a very simple thing to Solomon, “Ask what I shall give thee”. Clearly this would have in mind the needs of the testimony, and the carrying out of the service of God, and assembly administration. From one point of view we have been given everything already, we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ. That is a wonderful matter to consider and God would give us understanding about that too. The apostle desired for the Philippians who were, I would judge, a mature company of believers, “that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence”, Philippians 1: 9. I think he would have in mind that they should be expanded in what was heavenly and wholly spiritual. But, I think that if God speaks to us, or the Lord does, or the Spirit of God does, it is not exactly to ask in that connection what might be given to us, for we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies. 

The current need is down here in the sphere of testimony and I think Solomon grasped that—he goes on to speak of God’s great loving-kindness and then he comes to this, “I am but a little child”. We were speaking about that earlier, the spirit of the little child, how that would be displayed among us; its value to heaven and its moral benefit to the brethren. But now he says, “I am but a little child”, because he is thinking about the great matter of ruling over this great people. Not that any one of us is confronted with that, but the principle is here that God would ask us what we would like Him to do for us. So he says, “I am but a little child—I know not to go out and to come in”. He is taking very lowly ground, and he rises really to a type of Christ in what God says to him later, “there hath been none like unto thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee”. He rises to a type of the Lord Jesus, and he is thinking about what is before him in the matter of reigning over the people of God, when he says, “thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen”. I think that would run along with the recognition of saying to God, I am but a little child. So he says, “thy servant is in the midst of thy people”, that is to say, although he is king, he is viewing himself as in the midst of the saints. I think the recognition with us inwardly, that I am but a little child, will lead to my understanding that my proper place is “in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen”. How wonderful to be conscious that we are in the midst of those that God has called out! 

As we are reminded in some of the epistles, we are saints by divine calling, and divine choice has entered into that. Chosen of God is said in more than one epistle. So, he goes on to say, “thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people”. Think of how great the saints are! In fact, it says in Hebrews that “such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens”, Hebrews 7: 26. The import of that is that such a great people requires such a great priest. That would help us to understand the distinction that the saints have in the mind of God, that they are so great that they require a great High Priest. So he says, “Give therefore to thy servant an understanding heart”. You notice the footnote says, Strictly, ‘a heart that hears’. Well, that is a very great matter, that we should hear divine speaking, whether it be the Father or the Son or the Holy Spirit; we have a hearing heart and divine formation in us comes about by the action of the Spirit of God bringing the word of God formatively into our hearts. 

So he says, “to judge thy people”; he is concerned typically about assembly government. I am taking it that Solomon at this point is a type of ourselves, not so much a type of Christ, in his request “to judge thy people”. That would bear on assembly government. And “to discern between good and bad” would be a vital thing to help us in dealing with matters that arise among us, to judge between good and bad. I expect that as long as we are down here, until the Lord comes, there will be the constant need of judging between good and bad. And then he says, “for who is able to judge this thy numerous people?” The Lord would be pleased, I think, as we individually take this ground before Him, especially in matters that arise in localities and that continue for a long time, far longer than they need to. The longer matters continue, the more likely they are to affect other localities, and what is needed is the ability to discern between good and bad. 

The word pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. I would encourage every young person here to speak to the Lord in this way without fear, because if you ask for something that has in mind the edification of the assembly, I assure you that will please the Lord and He will provide what is needed. The word pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this thing and God said to him, “Because thou hast asked this thing”. You notice He says, “and hast not asked for thyself long life, neither hast asked riches for thyself”. Solomon is thinking, we might say, as a true assembly person typically, he is not thinking about himself, he is thinking of what is needed for the saints at the present time. So God says, “I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart”. It is very encouraging that God should say to any one of us, “behold, I have done according to thy word”. Think of God coming down to committing Himself to a simple request which any young brother or any young sister in this room might make of Him tonight, and saying to that brother or that sister, “behold, I have done according to thy word—behold, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart”. I would encourage the beloved younger brethren to be on the line of asking for these things because the time is critical, how soon the Lord will come we cannot say, but we know that in the meantime there will be great need for wise and understanding hearts. 

I did not read the next section from verse 16 because I did not want to read too much scripture, but I want to call your attention to how quickly something came up that tested the wisdom of Solomon, that tested whether he had a wise and understanding heart. In verse 16 it says, “Then came two women, harlots, to the king, and stood before him”. They say this and they say that and in verse 23, “Then said the king, The one says, This that is living is my son, and thy son is the dead; and the other says, No, for thy son is the dead, and my son is the living”. There are no witnesses to the matter, the women were in disagreement about it, and the issue here is twofold; what is to be preserved on the one hand is the true mother, and on the other the life of the living child. I think in every issue that arises in our localities one of the things that we need to see clearly and act wisely about is protecting the true maternal character of the local assembly. It says, “Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother” (Galatians 4: 26)—that means that life is to be preserved, spiritual liberty is to be enjoyed. So you might say, this one says that, that one says this, how is it to be resolved? “And the king said, Bring me a sword”, that is the only resolution is the application of the word of God, which is the sword of the Spirit. All that is said, all the back and forth, has just to be met by the living and operative word of God. That brought out the true maternal character of the one whose bowels yearned over her son, and she said, “Ah, my lord! give her the living child, and in no wise put it to death”. Notice what the other said, and the king answered and said, “Give this one the living child, and in no wise put it to death—she is its mother”. 

So I would commend to us, beloved brethren, that we need to be thinking about how, if we refer to Galatians, Sarah is to be dominant in our localities, and Hagar is to be excluded. One involves that the living child will be preserved, there will be the continuance in life, and the other, of course, leads to bondage and to spiritual death. “And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged”. I think at this point it would be a question of the Lord’s judgment as over the whole position, but coming out through dependent, spiritual persons who resort to the word of God. They saw that the wisdom of God was in him to do justice. 

The resolution of every matter should be plain, that what has been done is righteous, what is called “justice” here. If you look at the footnote it is the same word as for ‘judgment’, so that the thing is confirmed in the consciences of the brethren universally. 

You notice it says, “all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged”. There is such a thing as the conscience of the brethren generally being carried in the resolution of a matter in a locality. We cannot exclude that. If we take the ground that what we do in Ormond Beach is inviolate and no one can question it, we are on false ground, because the conscience of the saints must be carried by what is done. So in this case, they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to do justice—see how he began as a little child—but now the wisdom of God is seen in him. I think it would point to a spiritual element that the Spirit of God would maintain in every locality to ensure that what is done is righteous. Paul says to the Galatians, “ye who are spiritual”, Galatians 6: 1. There are persons who can be counted on to do what is righteous in any matter. 

I want to refer to Jeremiah because it is quite different. It is not a question of Jeremiah like Solomon asking for anything, but “the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying”. Again I would appeal to the beloved young brethren to think of this. Think of God saying, “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee”. Think of the sovereignty of God entering into your formation, even physically, and He says, “and before thou camest forth out of the womb I hallowed thee”. That would be something to inculcate even into the children, that before they were born God had in mind to set them apart for Himself. He says, “I hallowed thee”. That is, I think, one reason why the apostle says of children of a believer, “now they are holy”, 1 

Corinthians 7: 14. God has hallowed them, having in mind that they should have part in the assembly, in the testimony of our Lord and in the service of God. But then he goes on to something else, “I appointed thee a prophet unto the nations”. I would ask the young men in the room, Have you ever considered that God may have had this in mind before you were born? That you were not just to come into fellowship and go along unproductively, or perhaps marked by a little activity. God had something more in 

mind in marking you out even before your birth. You might say, Well, I do not feel that I have been marked out to receive a gift or to serve the brethren. Perhaps you do not think that, but have you ever talked to the Lord about it? 

These are very simple matters. It is so easy for us to think about things and analyse them and come to a comfortable conclusion that. No, I was not intended to serve the saints. It may be that one reason I think that is because I have in mind to get a great deal of education, or I have in mind to be a rising star in the company I work for, but I am not thinking about serving the brethren because it is work, and it involves a lot of discomfort and arduous travel. 

I think the Lord would say, I really have other thoughts in mind for you and I just wish you would come and sit down and talk with me about it. So Jeremiah says, “Alas, Lord Jehovah!” 

Notice the title of God that he uses, “Lord Jehovah! behold, I cannot speak; for I am a child”. 

In other words, he is going to exempt himself immediately from what he quickly sees is going to involve a good deal of suffering and a good deal of reproach. “I cannot speak; for I am a child. But Jehovah said unto me, Say not, I am a child”. I do not suppose God was impatient with him exactly, but He was not going to put up with this kind of excuse. He said, 

“Say not, I am a child; for thou shalt go to whomsoever I shall send thee”; that is your movements are going to be divinely regulated, not controlled by yourself and “whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak”. 

Then God anticipates what Jeremiah was thinking, for He said next, “Be not afraid of them”; that is the Lord is saying, I am taking you up for service and it will involve reproach and suffering, and I know that at times you are going to be afraid to say in meetings what I have told you to say. But He says, “Be not afraid of them”. You are not different from Timothy in that sense. Paul had to write to the Corinthians and say “that he may be 

with you without fear”, 1 Corinthians 16: 10. Paul knew very well what the Corinthians would try to do, try to intimidate Timothy, so that he would not say the things he should say. 

The Lord very well knows that if He takes you up, and you commit yourself to His work, you are going to come under reproach and you may be afraid at times to say what you are told to say. But He says, “Be not afraid of them; for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith Jehovah”. 

And then there is this lovely, gracious touch, “And Jehovah put forth his hand and touched my mouth”, really an allusion to God acting in Christ; He put forth His hand and touched my mouth. To an earlier servant Jehovah said, “Who gave man a mouth?” (Exodus 4: 11), but He does not say that here to Jeremiah. He put forth His hand and touched his mouth “and Jehovah said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth”. What a fine result that is, his mouth is touched by the hand, the hand really is Christ typically, and additionally 

“Jehovah said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth”. So they are not your words, that is one thing that should liberate us in serving; they are not our words, if they are true words, words of truth, they really come from a divine Person. He says, “I have put my words in thy mouth”. It is not that you do not have to use your spiritual faculties and your physical faculties as sanctified, but that the source is outside yourself and yet the words are provided as they are needed. Notice what is said at the end of that paragraph, “to build and to plant”. The other things said to Jeremiah are hardly applicable to us, but building and planting are certainly applicable to us at the present time; that is, we are constructive in our movements in a day of recovery and we are planting something spiritual with a view to fruitfulness to God. 

So I would leave that impression with the beloved brethren, that we should see the history of these two men and how God acted with them, and how it bears on 

us at the present time so that the testimony should become brighter, the gatherings of the brethren more joyful, the service of God more enriched, and general conditions among us improved, so we are not just going on week by week preoccupied with ordinary matters or with difficulties among the brethren but we are engaged with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Everything has come to us through Him, everything as coming to us presently from Him through the Holy Spirit. How wonderful it is to find that as we go on together week by week, and as we are on these lines, on the one hand rightly saying, “I am but a little child”, and, on the other, not saying, “I am a child”. What is spiritual is becoming uppermost, it is seen increasingly in persons. We know that that which is first is natural and afterwards that which is spiritual; I would say in this point of the revival we are in the after time, afterwards that which is spiritual. That should be becoming increasingly apparent among us, and I am sure that the Lord will help us on that line, and the Spirit of God too, as we commit ourselves to it. 

May God bless the word. 

Address at Dundee
23 August 2003 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 3:5-28 (JND) [5] In Gibeon Jehovah appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. [6] And Solomon said, Thou hast shewn unto thy servant David my father great loving-kindness, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great loving-kindness, that thou hast given him a son who sits upon his throne, as it is this day. [7] And now, Jehovah my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father; and I am but a little child: I know not to go out and to come in. [8] And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. [9] Give therefore to thy servant an understanding heart, to judge thy people, to discern between good and bad; for who is able to judge this thy numerous people? [10] And the word pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. [11] And God said to him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life, neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thyself discernment to understand judgment; [12] behold, I have done according to thy word: behold, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart, so that there hath been none like unto thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. [13] And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches and glory; so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. [14] And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will prolong thy days. [15] And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, and offered up burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings, and made a feast to all his servants. [16] Then came two women, harlots, to the king, and stood before him. …

Jeremiah 1:4-10 (JND) [4] And the word of Jehovah came unto me, saying, [5] Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I hallowed thee, I appointed thee a prophet unto the nations. [6] And I said, Alas, Lord Jehovah! behold, I cannot speak; for I am a child. [7] But Jehovah said unto me, Say not, I am a child; for thou shalt go to whomsoever I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. [8] Be not afraid of them; for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith Jehovah. [9] And Jehovah put forth his hand and touched my mouth; and Jehovah said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth. [10] See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to pluck up, and to break down, and to destroy, and to overthrow, to build and to plant.

Philippians 1:9 (JND) [9] And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in full knowledge and all intelligence,

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Galatians 4:26 (JND) [26] but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother.

Galatians 6:1 (JND) [1] Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest *thou* also be tempted.

1 Corinthians 16:10 (JND) [10] Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear; for he works the work of the Lord, even as I.

Exodus 4:11 (JND) [11] And Jehovah said to him, Who gave man a mouth? or who maketh dumb, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? [have] not I, Jehovah?



THE PATH OF LIFE

J. A. Petersen 

Psalm 16: 7–11; 2 Timothy 1: 8–11; Galatians 2: 18–21 

We read in Psalm 16 and I wish to speak about “the path of life” that is referred to there; the psalm generally making reference to the Lord Jesus. It helps us to understand the Psalms to see that the first book of the Psalms is largely engaged with the Lord Jesus. It may be the second book of the Psalms will help us as Christians, and also the remnant that will be here after the saints are taken to glory; it will help them to see what God 

can be to them in the time of their sufferings, and what God can be to you and me, that in everything the Lord Jesus must have the first place. This first book of the Psalms extends to the time of the incarnation, when the Lord Jesus said, “Behold, I come … To do thy good pleasure, my God”, Psalm 40: 7, 8. No other man has ever said nor could say such a thing as the Lord Jesus said as coming into the world. The issue in the gospel is really the will of God, and therefore our attention is focused on the One who accomplished that holy will for God’s glory. And I trust that God may give grace to each of us to submit to it. There are the details in your life and mine in which He has a will, but too He has a will in purpose in regard to His own matters. He has in mind to bless us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ. That is the mind of God. The gospel is preached in view of persons having the greatest privileges. 

So I would like to read verse 6 of the Psalm 16, “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage”. Why should we leave these meetings with any complaint? The lines have fallen to us in pleasant places. It is what God can bring about among the saints. An occasion, such as we are now finishing, is intended by heaven to be a joy, it is intended by divine Persons to be joyful and happy. Someone mentioned in the service of God where I was this morning that He rejoices over His people with singing. 

Zephaniah says that He rejoices over His people (Zephaniah 3: 17). So why should we not rejoice that God gives us a time of blessing and help! But then we have a responsibility, each of us; it says, “at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore”, and He has in view in the glad tidings that we might come into that through righteousness. That is where the path of life leads. The path of life, beloved, is on the other side of death. It is not just that you and I may find our way and path at the present time; you get that in Isaiah where he says, “This is the way, walk ye in it”, Isaiah 30: 21. The prophet says you will hear a voice behind you saying that. God will 

give us direction in the path that we should take. But the great thought of the path of life is what is proceeding out of the death of Christ. 

So the Lord is seen in dependent manhood in this psalm. It is hard to be understood that such a One, such a glorious Man would be found on His knees (Luke 22: 41) with His God to find a way through the great sorrows that lay ahead of Him, according to the will of God, which involved His death. We get one of the great experiences of death in this psalm and that is burial. It is a solemn consideration particularly to those of us who are getting older, not only that our lives are finished but that we will be buried—it is a solemn matter to think about; and the Lord thought of it. There was a great servant amongst us, who knew in a few days the Lord would take him; and he told those surrounding his bedside, I will be buried. He came to it saying, ‘I will be buried, but the great comfort is that Jesus was buried’. Unlike any other burial He did not see corruption. That connects with the glad tidings that Paul brought to light. In 2 Timothy 1, “our Saviour Jesus Christ … brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings”. That is the subject of the glad tidings, life and incorruptibility, what is incorruptible in Christ. He is the One who is preached here tonight. 

One of the great attributes of piety that came out in Christ. He “has been believed on in the world”, 1 Timothy 3: 16. Are you among the believers? Are you, brethren who ministered, including myself who took part, believers? Are we believing believers? Are we in faith with regard to what we say and minister so rightly? What a word it is to us that we are men and women of faith as Paul was. He says, “but in that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. That is how that servant spoke. Prior to that he was persecuting the brethren, persecuting the assembly, establishing Judaism everywhere that he could, but he says, “in that I now 

live in flesh, I live by faith, the faith of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”. It comes down to you and to me; I cannot, nor can anyone else be saved for you. 

And God is challenging us, although we may be believers, that we may be believing believers. Our brother brought in today, in passing, the last verse of John 20, “that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name”. That is the subject this afternoon, life and vitality that cannot be touched by death. 

What we were at here for some three days were matters concerning eternity. However much practical wisdom may have come out, yet the truth is that the life that is in Christ Jesus cannot be touched by death. That is a very important matter, that what we preach tonight is about a Man who has died and risen, but in death was not corruptible. Think of the greatness of the One who went into death. He did not see corruption but He broke the power of him who had the power of death, that is Satan, the wicked one. He saw that and He broke the power of it. When the Lord Jesus stood at the grave of Lazarus He grieved. Why did He weep? He not only wept for the loss that these sisters had, but because of the power of death over the souls of men and women that stood around that grave. The Lord Jesus wept as He saw the power that Satan had to use death against men, and against believers too, the power of it. We have to face the article of death, but thank God we do not have to face the power of death; it has been broken by the Lord Jesus. The Ark stands in the Jordan which has no water in it as we may be called across that river. Jeremiah says, “how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?”, Jeremiah 12: 5. How will you do when the waters rise up? And they will rise up, if the Lord does not come, with every one of us, and how will you do? You have to consider that. How will you do when those waters rise up, the power of it? Your faith and trust is in the Lord Jesus who broke the power of the devil, He broke it. He did not see corruption. What power was in 

that blessed Man. What power was in Him as He died on the cross in outward weakness and shame and degradation, and all that can be heaped on a man. They put Him between two thieves so He was said to be crucified with the wicked and the ungodly, but in it all was the manifestation of the One who brought to light life and incorruptibility. That is much needed amongst us. We are living in a very corrupting society and the enemy is using means of communication. Some of the advertisements in the media for merchandise have corrupt tendencies. So that Satan has in mind to corrupt the people of God, and sometimes it comes in amongst us. And so we need grace from God to be protective ourselves, that Christ may be everything to our hearts. 

These psalms are to enrich us, “The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places”. Let us not let them down in the few days that lie before us! It has fallen to us in pleasant places, that is to say, in the company of our brethren; with our Bibles open, we are enabled to be engaged in the things of God and in the service of God. We had a wonderful time in our meeting this morning, right here in this room, in this hotel, God gave us something, and we thank God for that. So we cannot say that our meetings are not public, they are public in a certain sense, but see to the power in which the gatherings are held, and whether there is faith for what is being said and brought about so wonderfully by God Himself. But do we have faith for it and do we have faith to believe in the glad tidings tonight, the glad tidings of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord? 

I turn to the scripture in 2 Timothy for a moment. I have referred to it, for God is saying to us that we are in these days, in 2 Timothy days. We thank God He put it in the minds of His servants in the power of the Spirit to give us ministry to help us through these 2 Timothy days. God took up a young man, Timothy, not an older man. Paul was an older man, he called himself “the aged” at 

one point, so there are those too that are older. And we need faith too, much of it. If we are going to help anybody we have to be men and women of faith—“All these died in faith”, Hebrews 11: 13. The first man that is mentioned in Scripture as having faith was Abel. Abel never said one word that we have recorded in Scripture that I could find, but his blood still speaks. All down through the generations before the Lord Jesus came and after He came the blood of righteous Abel speaks. What we are will speak louder than the words that we give. 

And Abel shed righteous blood; it pointed to the blood of Jesus. See what it is this whole matter of faith, it began with a man whose blood was shed. It pointed to the blood of Jesus, and everything rests on the efficacy of His blood that was shed at Calvary’s cross. “He who saw it bears witness”, says John the apostle (John 19: 35). Abel’s words are not recorded but his blood speaks. He gave up his life; he had to give it up so quickly, in a moment of time, to vengeance and jealousy. Let us see to it that there is no vengeance and jealousy among the saints of God. And next thing there are parties and all those kind of things that are against the assembly of God. 

We belong to a great vessel the assembly. That involves that there might be right speaking, but also involves that we have an appreciation of the blood of Jesus. How can we preach the gospel without mentioning the blood of Jesus? Without shedding of blood there is no remission, but “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1: 7. How unrighteous you have been and I have been, and the only way it can be cleansed is not by speeches but through the blood of Jesus Christ, and our faith in that blood. That life was poured out, holy, sinless, blameless, pure and righteous, that was the blood that was shed. I do not think the blood of Jesus was innocent blood, it was righteous blood that He shed. 

Pilate’s wife said, “Have thou nothing to do with that righteous man”, Matthew 27: 19. He was righteous. His blood was shed on Calvary’s cross for sinners. The world stands in reconciliation today because of what He did, but, beloved, it will avail you nothing unless you repent and believe in the glad tidings. 

Then it says He was buried, not by the twelve, not by the apostles. He was buried by two persons who were hardly known, they took His body in love and affection and they buried it in a new tomb. Think of these things written in John’s gospel. Think of the Lord, He did not even have a showy burial but He had these faithful men. Are you a faithful man or a faithful woman that can in a crisis do something that is necessary for Christ. Paul was taken up from his course of persecuting the saints and converted, and he writes in 2 Timothy 1 of what “has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings”. He has appeared out of death. How important the forty days are. The Lord Jesus was out of death; life went through in Him. “In him was life, and the life was the light of men”, John 1: 4. That life went through death; it was manifested in the forty days. 

What did the Lord Jesus do? He assembled with the brethren. What are you doing and what am I doing? Are we assembling with the Lord’s people? That is where the help is. That is what the Lord Jesus Christ did as Man when He arose from among the dead. He assembled with them, that is what it says. He is leading to the great thought of the church that He has, the assembly or the church. The Holy Spirit had not yet come, but I believe the assembly in all its fulness was formed when the Holy Spirit came here in Acts. But the Lord Jesus showed us how to assemble; he assembled with them all the days He was here. Our brother brought up about the midweek meetings but the Lord was assembling every day. What a model He is for us and how as we come together we pray in the assembly and, beloved, it would be well to understand what was said in the closing ministry of our brother Mr. Taylor, Snr, that we act in the light of the 

assembly. We are not the assembly but we act in the light of it in all that we do. When we speak of assembly prayer it is in the light of the assembly. When we speak of the Lord’s supper which is set in the assembly, it is in the light of it that we are holding the ground for all. The Lord is thinking of all men, and He has His assembly here. The gospel must lead to the assembly. How do you get into the assembly? a brother said to Mr. Raven. He answered, 

‘Through the Lord’s supper’. That is the concern, and it is by the Holy Spirit. 

Preaching at Bunnell/Ormond Beach
22 December 2002 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 16:7-11 (JND) [7] I will bless Jehovah, who giveth me counsel; even in the nights my reins instruct me. [8] I have set Jehovah continually before me; because [he is] at my right hand, I shall not be moved. [9] Therefore my heart rejoiceth, and my glory exulteth; my flesh moreover shall dwell in hope. [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption. [11] Thou wilt make known to me the path of life: thy countenance is fulness of joy; at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore.

2 Timothy 1:8-11 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God; [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings; [11] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of [the] nations.

Galatians 2:18-21 (JND) [18] For if the things I have thrown down, these I build again, I constitute myself a transgressor. [19] For *I*, through law, have died to law, that I may live to God. [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me. [21] I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness [is] by law, then Christ has died for nothing.

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Psalms 40:7-8 (JND) [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Psalms 16 (JND) [1] {Michtam of David.} Preserve me, O God: for I trust in thee. [2] Thou [my soul] hast said to Jehovah, Thou art the Lord: my goodness [extendeth] not to thee; [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight. …

Zephaniah 3:17 (JND) [17] Jehovah thy God is in thy midst, a mighty one that will save: he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love; he will exult over thee with singing.

Isaiah 30:21 (JND) [21] And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

Luke 22:41 (JND) [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed,

2 Timothy 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus, [2] to Timotheus, [my] beloved child: grace, mercy, peace, from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, …

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Jeremiah 12:5 (JND) [5] If thou hast run with footmen, and they have wearied thee, how wilt thou then contend with horses? And if in a land of peace thou thinkest thyself in security, how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?

Hebrews 11:13 (JND) [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth.

John 19:35 (JND) [35] And he who saw it bears witness, and his witness is true, and he knows that he says true that ye also may believe.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Matthew 27:19 (JND) [19] But, as he was sitting on the judgment-seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that righteous [man]; for I have suffered to-day many things in a dream because of him.

2 Timothy 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus, [2] to Timotheus, [my] beloved child: grace, mercy, peace, from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, …

John 1:4 (JND) [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men.



THE COMPLETENESS OF SALVATION IN CHRIST

D. J. Wright 

1 Timothy 1: 15; Romans 7: 24, 25; Galatians 1: 3–5; 1 Thessalonians 1: 9, 10 

I would like to speak about the completeness of salvation as found in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

These scriptures give us four different reasons as to why Christ had to die. In Timothy Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; in Romans 7 He died in order that the whole order of man that was so obnoxious to God should be removed from His sight once and for all; in Galatians He died that we might be delivered from the present evil world; and in Thessalonians that He might deliver us from the wrath to come. Our salvation is such a full one, the gospel message is a full one. The first question to ask is, Do you recognise the fact that you are a sinner? The Lord Jesus had to say in the gospel, “I am not come to call righteous persons, but sinful ones to repentance”, Luke 5: 32. Dear friend, if you put yourself outside the area of being a sinner you put yourself outside the area of blessing. The writer of this verse in 1 Timothy was Saul of Tarsus and you notice that he adds 

these words here, “of whom I am the first”. Now what he is saying really is that if he could be saved everyone can be. There is no one too far down in degradation and sin to be out of the reach of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We, in our sins and away from God, are unable to help ourselves. God has moved from His own side in Christ to meet us in the condition where we were; what grace that is. The Lord Jesus came from heights of glory into this very scene in which we are, in order that you and I might be reached in our sinnership; other than that there would have been no hope for any one of us. Not only did He come into lowly manhood, but He wended His way to the cross in order to die. His love was never seen so vividly and so powerfully as when He died on the cross of Calvary. The heart of God was made known to man at that moment and it was revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ. The sin question was one that no one else could meet. It required the Lord Jesus, who is over all, God blessed for ever, to come into manhood, into flesh and blood condition, in order to take on the sin question; He took on the condition in which He could die, speaking reverently, in which His precious blood could be shed. There was no other answer to the question of sin. Every other man would have been exhausted by the judgment of sin, but the Lord Jesus bore it and exhausted God’s judgment of sin. What a Saviour we have; He took on what you and I deserved. Our outstanding debt we could never pay as sinners; He has paid it. What you and I had no hope of paying, He has paid it. What is left for you and me is repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. The gospel message is a very simple one but so profound. 

One of the steps in soul history, I believe, is to recognise the fact that you are a sinner, and if you recognise that fact, the next step is that you need a Saviour. God has provided that Saviour. I think the feelings of the apostle were stirred every time he wrote in this manner. 

He said, “we being still sinners, Christ has died for us”, Romans 5: 8. When man was doing his worst, God did His best. He provided His best, and that best was the One of whom it says, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. You think of the holy Person of Jesus becoming what was so obnoxious to Him, sin. In those three hours of darkness on the cross He exhausted God’s judgment of sin. He said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. It was because of your sins and mine. 

Do you believe, dear young friend, that the Lord Jesus died for you, that He died in order that your sins might be washed away, that they might be cleared for ever from the sight of God? 

The hymn-writer could say, 

‘My sins—not in part, but the whole— 

Were borne on the cross, and are gone evermore. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!’ (Hymn 238) Never to be raised again! It says, “their sins and their lawlessnesses, I will never remember any more”, Hebrews 8: 12. That is the God that we have to do with. It will bring certainty to your soul, it will bring stability because you know that nothing can be changed. 

The enemy is a defeated foe, because through the finished work of Christ there has been an avenue of blessing opened up, which is able to reach to every man, woman and child that has ever lived in this dispensation in which we are, right down to the present moment. 

Christianity has a character that is victorious. Saul of Tarsus never forgot the mercy that had reached him, “of whom I am the first”. It is a thread that runs right through his ministry. If you and I are here today, it is on the basis of sovereign mercy, “vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory”, Romans 9: 23. The gospel does not make anything of us but it makes everything of Christ, the One who has secured everything for God. Saul of Tarsus was on his way to obliterate the name of Christ, dragging off to prison those who were of the way, but he was met in grace. God would have been justified 

in striking him down in judgment, but it brings out the glory of the dispensation in which we are, that the Lord Jesus appeared to him as saying, “I am Jesus”, Acts 9: 5. He used that name Jesus, the personal and attractive name, the name that the youngest can come to know. It was that One who appeared to him from the glory and struck him down, overpowered him with the power of grace. Nothing else could have broken that hard-hearted religious man down other than grace. “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first”. 

Let us consider the greatness of what we have been forgiven, carry it forward in your soul, never leave it behind; the apostle never left it behind. Carry it forward for you owe everything to the Lord Jesus Christ, if you do not yet know Him as your Saviour, I urge you to put your faith and trust in Him today because the day of grace is running long and it is about to close. We cannot guarantee that there will be a gospel preaching here next week, but the gospel is being preached today. Let the Lord Jesus into your heart, giving Him the place that He is worthy of. He is One who wants to show His love to you. He has shown His love to you by dying for you, and He wants to be with you in your pathway here, so that He can share with you in every circumstance which may come along in the Christian pathway. You can tell Him about everything. What a friend the Lord Jesus is, and you will find the compassions of a Man. Satan has instilled into the hearts of men that God is a hard God, that He is against them, but God is for us. That is another thing that Paul says in Romans, “If God be for us, who against us?”, Romans 8: 31. God wants to have to do with you for your blessing. 

Now I go on to Romans 7. Not only was the matter of sins dealt with at the cross but the whole order of man that was incapable of pleasing God was removed and that is a far deeper thing. This is Paul speaking and again he is speaking about his experience. The experience in this chapter is a Christian experience. You 

might say, it does not sound much like it, “O wretched man that I am!”. But it is a Christian experience because, as receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, you find the workings of the flesh and the workings of the Spirit within you is a struggle. Half of you wants to do one thing and the other half of you wants to do something else; it is a struggle. You need not be perturbed by that struggle because if you did not have the gift of the Holy Spirit you would not have it. 

There would be no conscience, but if there is this struggle the Holy Spirit would help you. He would join His help to your weakness in order that what is of God, what is of the Spirit, might emerge. You cannot rightly enter into the things of God in the assembly in showing the features of the flesh. The Holy Spirit in His service prepares you for your part in the assembly. Paul had reached the point of extremity, “who shall deliver me out of this body of death?” I want to do what is right but I end up doing something I do not want to do. The thing is to call on the power of the Spirit, and He will point you to a Man outside of yourself. You will not find the answer to these things in yourself; God never expects anything from the flesh, although I thought for a long time that God would expect something from the flesh, but I found that “in my flesh, good does not dwell” (Romans 7: 18). God does not expect anything from the flesh, but He has given us of His Spirit whereby we can look out to Him and He can deliver us from the whole order of things which cannot please God. 

You remember the time when Samuel came to crown another king in Israel after the failure of Saul, the seven sons of Jesse passed before Samuel and the verdict was that God has not chosen these, He has rejected them. Seven sons, whatever feature of the flesh, however refined, God has not chosen it. It came under judgment at the cross. Samuel says, “Are these all the young men?” “There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep”, 1 Samuel 16: 11. A different kind of man, “he was ruddy, and, besides of a lovely countenance”, he was a shepherd and the word was, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he”. 

This was the man of God’s choice. It says, “who shall deliver me out of this body of death? I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. Look out of yourself to Christ, and from the whole order of man that would ever keep you in bondage, and experience the freedom and liberty of the Holy Spirit which would bring you into the enjoyment of the great things of God. “So then I myself with the mind serve God’s law”. It is spiritual personality developing, a personality that is like Christ. You remember Jacob in his history and he had that wrestling match and God weakened him in that wrestling match; He touched the joint of his thigh, and the result of that was that he had his name changed from Jacob to Israel, which means prince, personality, I myself. It was that kind of thing and then what you see, although Jacob was ruined for this world through that limp, from that point on the Jacob side in him gradually receded and what came to the fore was Israel. So Jacob had a life experimentally with God and he goes out as a true worshipper and a blesser. That is the result, dear friends, of the Holy Spirit’s operations in us, that there is that which is spiritual which emerges which is like Christ. 

Well now in Galatians it says about our Lord Jesus Christ “who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world”. I would like to convey some impression of the fulness of salvation, that it not only has to do with your sins and your eternal destiny, but it is far wider than that. I do not understand the conception of the gospel message that leaves you in the world. I think it is clear from scripture that the gospel is a call, that it will call you out of this world. Why would you want to have a part in this world that crucified Christ? The cross is the line of demarcation for us, it is the line for us to take in allegiance to Christ in the scene of His absence and rejection. Think of the violence and the corruption that marks this world and it is very soon coming under judgment. Why would you 

want to have anything to do with a scene that is coming under judgment? It is very serious that Christ has died that we might be delivered from the present evil world. Over the weekend we have been trying to focus on a circle where Christ is the centre, where salvation is enjoyed; that is what God has to offer in the gospel. There is a fulness in the gospel; it does not stop at meeting our need. 

You think of the feelings of men at the present time, they are in trepidation as to what may happen over the problems there are with the nations, even coming to the brink of warfare. 

Dear friends, we have been saved from the present evil world; we can rest in that. In Thessalonians we have been saved from the wrath to come. I wonder whether you think much about the future. When you are young you do not tend to think too much about these things; but when the Lord Jesus comes, which will be very soon, all those who love Him will be taken to be for ever with Him, caught up in the clouds to be for ever with the Lord. When that happens the Holy Spirit will go too, so what will be left is a scene where there is no restraint of evil and lawlessness, and that will be a terrible time, the wrath to come. The gospel is that if you put your faith and trust in Christ you are delivered from the wrath to come. What rest, what stability in the soul that gives. Isaiah speaks about Christ as being the stability of our times; everything is in that glorious Man. The full salvation is found in Him; what a great Saviour He is! 

The other night I was looking at a book about the hymns that we often sing, and in that book it gives you a little bit about the authors and the circumstances in which the hymns were written. One was in relation to John Newton who was the author of Amazing Grace. 

Apparently John Newton lived a life of debauchery, but one day he was on this ship and it got into a terrible storm and they kept throwing things overboard in order to try and save the ship. 

Things just got worse and worse and it looked as if the ship was going to go down. So John Newton said, Well the thing to do is to cry to God for mercy, but then he said, How futile it is of me to call upon God for mercy after my life of debauchery. The fact was that soon after that the storm abated, and the ship was saved, and that was the means of his conversion. At the end of his life his memory was going and he said there are two things that I will never forget. One is that I am a great sinner, and the other is that Christ is a great Saviour. I think that might be a good note to end on, dear friends, for you to recognise and put your faith and trust in that great Saviour and know the fulness of salvation in Him. For His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Grangemouth
9 March 2003 

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Romans 7:24-25 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death? [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Galatians 1:3-5 (JND) [3] Grace to you, and peace, from God [the] Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father; [5] to whom [be] glory to the ages of ages. Amen.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Luke 5:32 (JND) [32] I am not come to call righteous [persons], but sinful [ones] to repentance.

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Hebrews 8:12 (JND) [12] Because I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more.

Romans 9:23 (JND) [23] and that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy, which he had before prepared for glory,

Acts 9:5 (JND) [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest.

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

1 Samuel 16:11 (JND) [11] And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither.



EXTRACT

There remains yet one precious thought—a proof of unspeakable grace in Jesus. He so reckons upon our affection, and this as personal to Himself, that He says to them, “If ye loved me ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father”. He gives us to be interested in His own glory, in His happiness, and, in it, to find our own. 

Good and precious Saviour, we do indeed rejoice that Thou, who hast suffered so much for us, hast now fulfilled all things, and art at rest with Thy Father, whatever may be Thine active love for us. Oh that we knew and loved Thee better! But still we can say in fulness of heart, Come quickly, Lord! Leave once more the throne of Thy rest and of Thy personal glory, to come and take us to Thyself, that all may be fulfilled for us also, and that we may be with Thee and in the light of Thy Father’s countenance and in His house. Thy grace is infinite, but Thy presence and the joy of the Father shall be the rest of our hearts, and our eternal joy. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ Vol. 3, p.371) 
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