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FEATURES OF SUBJECTION


Philippians 2:5-8;  Matthew 11:28-30;  Acts 9:1-22

It was in mind to say something about the feature of subjection.  It is a beautiful moral feature.  Some of the young ones may have heard the word subjection, and may not be sure exactly what it means.  They might ask, is it obedience?  Well, it would be true to say that a person who was characteristically subject would also be characteristically obedient.  But I think that, in the believer, subjection is a greater moral feature even than obedience, great as that is.  It is possible, I suppose, for a person to be obedient and yet insubject.  Some of us can remember, when we were young, being asked to do something by our parents, which we did not want to do, and we protested a little, complained about it, and then we were persuaded to do it.  Eventually we did it, but maybe we did it in a half-hearted or complaining way.  We were ultimately obedient, but not truly subject.  I think subjection exists whether there is a command or not – it is a state of soul of being characteristically submissive to another.  

It is a beautiful moral feature that God desires to have worked out in each one of us.  I suppose we can say simply that as soon as we entered into the world, we were brought into relationship with our parents, and the mind of God for us in that relationship was that we were to be subject to them.  We went to school, when we were old enough, and it was right to be subject to our teachers.  We left school and went to work, and we are exhorted that servants are to be subject to masters (Titus 2:9); that is subjection proper to that relationship.  Then Peter says, “Be in subjection therefore to every human institution” (1 Pet.2:13), so that as recognising that the authorities are set up by God, it is right for us as believers to be in subjection to them.  We are to also recognise God’s divinely appointed order – God, Christ, man, woman.  Accepting this has in view our blessing, in an ordered arrangement in which God works.  

I know what it is to find it a little challenging to be subject sometimes; I know what it is in my own heart to be insubject.  We spoke about the flesh in the reading, and there are a number of lists in Scripture.  One is in Romans 1, and one of the things we find in that list is “insolent”; it is almost the opposite of being subject.  If you look at the dictionary, insubordinate would be another way of describing it.  The flesh in us hates subjection, none of us likes it naturally.  A little while ago, I had a look at some famous quotations.  One of them, which is attributed to Julius Caesar, was when he was passing through a small village in the Alps, and he is reported to have said that he would rather be number one in that small village than number two in Rome.  He would rather have had the first place in a smaller sphere than have the second place in a much bigger metropolis.  The idea of being in subjection to another was intolerable to him.  

When the Lord was here, He spoke to believing Jews about the truth setting them free (John 8:32), and they said, “We are Abraham’s seed, and have never been under bondage to any one” (v.33).  At the very time that they spoke those words, the nation of Israel was under the Roman power.  What it showed was that the flesh hates the feature of subjection.

We have to see the wisdom of God’s ordering.  God has set us all to be subject to our Lord Jesus, He has set wives to be in subjection to their husbands, and He has set children to be subject to their parents, and rightly so.  Who loves the child more than its parents?  Who loves the wife more than the husband?  Who loves any of us more than Christ, the One who gave His life for us, and proved that love by dying for us.  Is that not a lever in your soul to desire to be subject to that blessed Man?  I was affected by something that Mr Coates said, that subjection is easy when affection rules1.  God in that way has made it easy for us.  Some of us who are at work may have noticed a trend in the world in that the feature of subjection is being constantly eroded. It is being eroded in the marriage relationship and eroded in the workplace too.  God would have us to be brought into subjection, not exactly by force, although in His wisdom sometimes discipline is necessary.  I think that one of the ways in which He would operate is to give us eyes to see the moral beauty of subjection.  As seeing it, we appreciate it, learn to love it, and as loving it and appreciating it, to be formed in it so that He might bring it into display in myriads of souls in all its beauty, for His glory eternally.

As with every other beautiful moral feature, we must start with the Lord Jesus, which is why I read in Philippians 2.  What lends a peculiar lustre to His subjection is the truth of who He is; “subsisting in the form of God”.  He came into a relationship of subjection as taking manhood’s form, and yet He was none other than God Himself, the Creator of the worlds.  What a blessed Person He is, and He came in and took a bondman’s form: He came to serve.  He said “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God thy will”, Heb.10:7.  There was a Man here for the pleasure of God who did nothing other than the will of God.  In Him there was never an insubject thought or word or deed, but everything was in perfect consonance with the mind of His Father.  It was so all through His life.  We can read about Him in Luke 2 at the age of twelve; it says in verse 51 “And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them”.  I have often thought of the moral glory of that.  Mary was a fine spiritual and subject woman herself, and Joseph too had many fine features, admirable features, but they were sinners just like you and me.  Here was the Lord of glory, the Creator of the worlds, and yet He was pleased in divine ordering to accept the place in which He had been set, filling it out for the glory of God, and being in subjection to His parents.  It is morally beautiful; does it not make your heart go out towards Him?

In Matthew chapter 11, He could say “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  That yoke was to do the will of God.  He could say that His yoke was easy, and His burden was light, and He could also say, “learn from me”.  During the week we sang Hymn 230, and the last verse says:

‘We wonder at Thy lowly mind,

   And fain would like Thee be,

And all our rest and pleasure find

   In learning, Lord, from Thee’.

In Psalm 40, it could be said prophetically of the Lord, “To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight” (v.8).  The will of God was not an onerous thing for the Lord Jesus.  He could say “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”, John 4:34.  That was His food; it was what sustained Him, and it was a joy to Him to do it.  He could say too, “take me not away in the midst of my days!”, Ps.102:24.  He loved those days, the days of His flesh, enjoying perfect communion with the Father.  He came into a body that was prepared for Him, and in that body He fulfilled the will of God.  He could say “learn from me” – as it were, see how I have done it – and then He said “and ye shall find rest to your souls”.  We can experience that.  If we are exercised to move in subjection to the will of God, we will find rest in our souls as we come into the conscious sense that we are doing God’s will and that we are here in the circumstances and the relationships in which we are set, which are for our blessing and our education.  We will not only find rest, but I believe we will find our pleasure in doing the will of God.  Another has said from experience that the happiest moments of his life were those when he was conscious of doing nothing else but the will of God.  What a blessed matter; may we be helped in it.

In Isaiah 50 it says, “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed” (v.4).  Every day the Lord Jesus waited for the instruction for that day.  In John 11, there was a day in which the word would have come to Him that Lazarus was ill.  His instruction for that day would have been to stay where He was, and the next day His instruction would have been to remain where He was.  Then when He went to the tomb, Jesus was deeply troubled and moved in His spirit.  He even wept as seeing what death had brought in on those whom He loved, but what this brings out is the perfect subjection of the Lord Jesus.  He remained in perfect subjection, knowing what the effect would be on those that He loved, the sorrow that would enter into their hearts and the loss.  Most of us have known what bereavement is, and it is sorrowful, but He was here in perfect subjection to His Father’s will.

In Philippians 2, it says as to Him “becoming obedient even unto death”.  The Lord Jesus did not become obedient in the way that you and I have to become obedient.  We become obedient because initially we are disobedient by nature and we have to learn obedience.  He learned obedience, but He learned it in a different way; He learned obedience because it was a new experience for Him.  As the Creator, He was used to command, but He came into a relationship in wonderful lowly grace; obedience was proper to that relationship.  “He learned obedience from the things which he suffered”, Heb.5:8.  How great was His obedience – He was “obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”.  The Lord Jesus would die rather than be disobedient to the divine word.  What lengths that obedience led Him to go to, and then it says in that verse in Isaiah 50, “The Lord Jehovah hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not away back”.  So in the garden of Gethsemane, when He faced in His holy soul what lay ahead in those hours of suffering, what lay ahead of Him at the hands of men, He prayed all the more intently and then He could say “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.  It was not that His will would ever have been in any way different to the will of His God and Father, not at all, but subjection must be maintained and the will of God must be done whatever it cost.  It cost His life; He went into death in full obedience.  

That scripture in Isaiah goes on to say, “I gave my back to smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face from shame and spitting” (Isa.50:6), a prophetic utterance in relation to the sufferings of the Lord Jesus at the hands of men.  He not only submitted to it, but it says, “I gave my back to smiters”.  Speaking carefully about such a holy matter, it speaks to me of a perfect subjection and all the suffering that it involved.  Even as going into death, He could say, “On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again.  I have received this commandment of my Father”, John 10:17,18.  How His subjection shines in all its glory!  Then in 1 Corinthians 15, we get the end, and what it shows is that His subjection will exist for the pleasure of God eternally.  “But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him”, that is to God, “who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all” (v.28).  God will have that wonderful feature of subjection, which is being wrought out in our souls at the present time, for His pleasure for all eternity.  Wonderful matter!

But the question for us is, What about now?  We can look at the Lord Jesus and see the perfection that was in Him, for He never had a contrary will that had to be broken.  But I read in Acts of Paul – a man of the same order naturally as we are, of Adam’s order as we speak of it, with like passions to ourselves (Jas.5:17).  As Saul, he was a great man in the Jewish system.  He could speak of his history, and looking back on it, he went over what he had been – a self-willed man, an “insolent overbearing man”, 1 Tim.1:13.  Subjection would not have been seen in him naturally.  When he went over this account in Acts 26, he said, “I indeed myself thought that I ought to do much against the name of Jesus the Nazaræan” (v.9).  The verse just brims with self-will!  Saul was breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, and as he drew near to Damascus the Lord intervened and a light shone out of heaven.  Falling on the earth, he heard a voice out of heaven saying “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”, and he said, “Who art thou, Lord?”.  Mr Darby said that, at that moment, Saul’s career of self-will was ended for ever2.  What a remarkable matter, but what about my career of self-will – is it ended?  I challenge my own heart.  But what was the word going to be for Saul?  The word to him in this chapter was, “But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”.  Saul was going to come under the authority of Another now.  There were persons who formed the assembly of God in that city who were already in subjection to the Lord Jesus.  The Lord did not say to him, Go into the city and decide what you would like to do.  No, He said “rise up and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”.  The Lord was going to direct Saul now, and who was He going to use to do that?  He was going to use His own people in that place to direct him.  Note that it is not ‘what thou mayest do’, it is “what thou must do”.  Saul’s will was not to enter into it at all.  If he was going to come into blessing in the assembly, he had to come into subjection to Another.  

And so it says, “And Saul rose up from the earth, and his eyes being opened he saw no one.  But leading him by the hand they brought him into Damascus”.  Saul was a great man in Judaism, educated according to the exactness of the law, exceedingly zealous, in the strictest sect of the religion – the Pharisees.  He went beyond many of his contemporaries.  He would have had a reputation for his knowledge of the Scriptures; you might say he would have had renown in that.  But if he was going to come into the assembly, if he was going to become part of that vessel which is said to be subjected to the Christ (Eph.5:24), he was going to have to be led by the hand.  That was a humbling thing – it would require lowliness.  Jesus said, “Come to me ... and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart”.  Saul was going to be led by others.  Later, he had regard for those who were in Christ before him (Rom.16:7).  I do not know if we get elsewhere in Scripture anything said of the disciples in Damascus except Ananias, but Paul would be able to say of every one of them that they were in Christ before him.  Do we have regard for those who were in Christ before us?  Do we have regard for those who have been before us in the way and have showed us the way, and stood for things in the way?  I believe Paul did, and it is fitting that we should be subject too.  “Likewise ye younger, be subject to the elder” (1 Pet.5:5); it is fitting in the place into which we have been brought that we should be in subjection, firstly to the Lord, and then to His people.  

We see something of subjection in Ananias too.  When he was first told about Saul by the Lord and He let him know what He was doing, understandably Ananias had some reservations.  He had heard of what Saul was doing, and no doubt he would have been in fear of his life.  How Ananias must have felt the fact that some dear believers had been dragged off by Saul, compelled to blaspheme, put to death, and Saul had given his vote.  What terrible things these dear believers went through.  But Ananias was both obedient and subject.  If he had been only obedient, and not subject, I do not think that he would have addressed Saul when he came to him as “Saul, brother”.  It shows that Ananias was brought into line with what the Lord was doing.  You could understand him asking a question, but then the Lord adjusted him.  Ananias was adjustable, and he said, “Saul, brother”, to one who had been a persecutor.  I think Ananias’ subjection is seen in the way he addresses one that the Lord was working with.  What a wonderful thing that is.  May we be helped to be formed in that feature.

We read on about Saul; “straightway in the synagogues he preached Jesus that he is the Son of God” and then in verse 22 it says, “But Saul increased the more in power, and confounded the Jews who dwelt in Damascus, proving that this is the Christ”.  It was not long after his conversion that he was doing this, “proving that this is the Christ”.  Paul made quick progress.  I do not know how you feel about your progress; I know mine has been very slow and halting, but Paul made quick progress.  One of the reasons that he made quick progress, I believe, was that the feature of subjection was wrought in his soul as the truth came to him.   He was with “the disciples who were in Damascus certain days”.  No doubt the truth would be spoken over, the glory of the Lord Jesus and all that pertains to Him.  Light would have come into Saul’s soul as to these things and he would have been exercised to be governed by that light.  That is the way in which divine Persons work with us.  They give us light as to something and then the great test is, will I be subject to that truth so that it will practically govern me in my thoughts and in my walk and in what I say, in every way?  If we are exercised in that direction, dear brother and dear sister, divine support will not fail.  It will be available in order that we might come into accord with the truth as to our practical lives in every way.  As we do, we will get fresh light, and be led along that way and make quick progress, just as Saul did.  It says of the saints in Rome that they had “obeyed from the heart the form of teaching” into which they had been instructed (Rom.6:17); not just their minds, but they had “obeyed from the heart” – they were characteristically subject to it.  It has been said that the basis was laid in their hearts for God’s operations3.  Has that basis been laid in your heart?  Has it been laid in mine?  Dear brethren, it is for our blessing.  God has a great ordered system, and subjection is necessary with a view to realising the blessing that God has in mind for every believer.

In closing, I wanted to say a word about Naaman, “captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, but a leper”, 2 Kings 5:1.  He had a matter that required to be addressed.  You might not have picked Naaman as an example of one who was characterised by subjection, and I can understand why anyone might think that.  But he gets the word through the little maid and he takes it upon himself to follow it, and he gets this word from the man of God.  The word is “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean”.  But Naaman had his own ideas about how the matter might be met; he says in verse 11, “Behold I thought, He will certainly come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of Jehovah his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the leper”.  He thought, that is the way I think it should be done.  Or, if it has to be done this way, “Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them and be clean?  And he turned and went away in a rage”.  He had his own ideas about how the matter was going to be met.  But his servants were skilful, they knew their master, and they said, “My father, if the prophet had bidden thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he says to thee, Wash and be clean?”.  He was persuaded to take the divinely appointed way.  Would any of us have been saved if we had not taken the divinely appointed way?  I do not believe so.  “Then he went down, and plunged himself seven times in the Jordan”.  He did not go and dip his toe in; no, it says that he plunged himself.  I think that when he was finally persuaded, his subjection to the word was ultimately wholehearted.  The word was, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean”.  The promise was that he would be restored, but what is the result?  “And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child”.  The result was that his latter condition was even better than his former; there was gain from the whole exercise.

I feel the challenge of it in my own heart.  Am I prepared to become subject to the Lord?  Am I prepared to be subject to His word?  Am I prepared to be subject to His people?  I believe that the way to healing is whole-hearted subjection to the Lord Jesus and to His people, and I also believe that the end result of that will not only be gain for us, but gain for the Lord eternally. 

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Address at Glasgow

27 August 2017

C.J. McKay

 


Scripture references

Philippians 2:5-8 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Acts 9:1-22 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. [7] But the men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but beholding no one. [8] And Saul rose up from the earth, and his eyes being opened he saw no one. But leading [him] by the hand they brought him into Damascus. [9] And he was three days without seeing, and neither ate nor drank. [10] And there was a certain disciple in Damascus by name Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, [here am] I, Lord. [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying, [12] and has seen [in a vision] a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see. …

Titus 2:9 (JND) [9] bondmen to be subject to their own masters, to make themselves acceptable in everything; not gainsaying;

1 Peter 2:13 (JND) [13] Be in subjection [therefore] to every human institution for the Lord's sake; whether to [the] king as supreme,

1 Peter 2:13 (JND) [13] Be in subjection [therefore] to every human institution for the Lord's sake; whether to [the] king as supreme,

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

John 8:32 (JND) [32] and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free.

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.

Psalms 102:24 (JND) [24] I said, My God, take me not away in the midst of my days! Thy years are from generation to generation.

Isaiah 50 (JND) [1] Thus saith Jehovah: Where is the bill of your mother's divorce, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, through your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away. [2] Wherefore did I come, and there was no man? I called, and there was none to answer? Is my hand at all shortened that I cannot redeem, or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make rivers a wilderness; their fish stink because there is no water, and die for thirst. [3] I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Hebrews 5:8 (JND) [8] though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered;

Isaiah 50 (JND) [1] Thus saith Jehovah: Where is the bill of your mother's divorce, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, through your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away. [2] Wherefore did I come, and there was no man? I called, and there was none to answer? Is my hand at all shortened that I cannot redeem, or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make rivers a wilderness; their fish stink because there is no water, and die for thirst. [3] I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering. …

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Isaiah 50:6 (JND) [6] I gave my back to smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

James 5:17 (JND) [17] Elias was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with prayer that it should not rain; and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months;

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Ephesians 5:24 (JND) [24] But even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything.

Romans 16:7 (JND) [7] Salute Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen and fellow-captives, who are of note among the apostles; who were also in Christ before me.

1 Peter 5:5 (JND) [5] Likewise [ye] younger, be subject to [the] elder, and all of you bind on humility towards one another; for God sets himself against [the] proud, but to [the] humble gives grace.

Romans 6:17 (JND) [17] But thanks [be] to God, that ye were bondmen of sin, but have obeyed from the heart the form of teaching into which ye were instructed.

2 Kings 5:1 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper.



EXTRACT –


 


‘THE BREASTPLATE AND THE LOCAL ASSEMBLIES’


In making these remarks [from Exod.28:15-22] I am referring to the fact that there were no names of individuals in the breastplate, but of "tribes", and, as I understand it, each tribe as a type would have its antitype in the local assembly.  The Lord would give us a sense of the speciality of the way He thinks of us as on assembly ground in each locality.

Paul is in a particular way the representative of Christ, he is the "called apostle of Jesus Christ", and what marked him was great interest in local assemblies.  No doubt he was interested in the saints in a general way, but his service, as we have it recorded in Scripture, is largely service to local assemblies.  His epistles are nearly all addressed to saints in defined localities – Corinth, Rome, Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica, etc.  In this, I think, he was peculiarly in accord with the heart of Christ, one might say with the stones in the breastplate.

Each assembly is in view as having its own particular character; the tribes as seen in the breastplate were all set together in unity … but each tribe had its own special place in the breastplate.  I believe every local assembly has a distinct place on the heart of Christ.  We may gather this from Revelation 2 and 3, where we have seven assemblies (no doubt representing all the assemblies), and each is addressed as having the special attention of the Lord … [He] has a peculiar and special interest in each local company … it puts us in a place where we receive peculiar and affectionate support direct from the heart of Christ.  It is in that character typically that we are seen in the breastplate.  It would help us to see that the teaching of the type does not refer to individual saints, but to the saints viewed … as definitely set together locally.  This regards us as being together locally on true assembly ground …

The enemy's point of attack is the local assembly, see Acts 20:29,30.  His object is, of course, to assail what is universal; but his point of attack is the local assembly; we ought to realise that; it would preserve us from expecting that we are going to have all plain sailing in our local associations; we must expect to find the enemy operating in respect of the local assembly. … All sorts of things rise up in the local assemblies, but how precious it is to know that in relation to these difficulties we have the affectionate interest of Christ, and we are borne on the heart of Christ in a peculiar way in relation to those very things.  It is most encouraging …

The different questions that arise locally develop Christ's glory in the assemblies. … I believe the most testing exercises are those connected with administration … perplexing questions of right and wrong. … Now it is just these exercises which impart distinctive colour to each local assembly.  As to the testimony, the service of God, the ministry – in a word all that is priestly or levitical – it is universal, and all that is administrative has to be worked out in the light of it.  But administrative exercises are local, and have to be worked out locally, and when worked out they give distinctive features of Christ's glory which answer to the stones in the breastplate. ...

What a comfort to know that the breastplate was never detached from the ephod.  Christ as Priest before God bears all the local assemblies on His heart in relation to those particular features of His glory which local exercises are designed to bring out.  All have their place in the universal setting, and go to make up the completeness of the administrative features which belong to the assemblies viewed universally.  All are perfectly fitted together, like the stones in the breastplate, so as to be manifestly one complete whole … So that while each local assembly has its own exercise, all move together as one whole, and each forms an integral part of the whole.  "The breastplate of judgment" would suggest that everything is to be judged from the standpoint of what is in the heart of Christ.

In the assemblies viewed according to God there is a setting forth of Christ's glory that corresponds with the precious stones in the breastplate.  One local assembly is never to be detached in our minds from all the others. ...

Paul, in writing to the assembly of God in Corinth, is careful to remind them of the universal unity, for he addresses them as linked "with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ", 1 Cor.1:2. … This is not a voluntary association, or a union of independent assemblies, but an organic unity which, like the settings of gold which enclosed the stones of the breastplate, embraces all saints, in however many local assemblies they may be found. … The saints are one body, and are called by God to one holy fellowship.  So that the thought of independent local fellowship, or of any assembly action which can be limited in its bearing to the particular locality where it was taken, is entirely out of accord with the truth…

Many things in Scripture have been held in reserve; the typical teaching of the Old Testament is among the reserve stores of divine wisdom and love kept to encourage us in our exercises today.  In the sense of this may we seek to answer locally to what the tribes are as seen in the breastplate!

C.A. Coates Vol.9, Outline of Mark’s Gospel, pp.423-434

 


Scripture references

Exodus 28:15-22 (JND) [15] And thou shalt make the breastplate of judgment of artistic work, like the work of the ephod thou shalt make it; of gold, blue, and purple, and scarlet, and twined byssus shalt thou make it. [16] Square shall it be, doubled; a span the length thereof, and a span the breadth thereof. [17] And thou shalt set in it settings of stones four rows of stones: [one] row, a sardoin, a topaz, and an emerald the first row; [18] and the second row, a carbuncle, a sapphire, and a diamond; [19] and the third row, an opal, an agate, and an amethyst; [20] and the fourth row, a chrysolite, and an onyx, and a jasper; enclosed in gold shall they be in their settings. [21] And the stones shall be according to the names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to their names, engraved as a seal: every one according to his name shall they be for the twelve tribes. [22] And thou shalt make on the breastplate chains of laced work, of wreathen work, of pure gold.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Acts 20:29-30 (JND) [29] [For] *I* know [this,] that there will come in amongst you after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; [30] and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them.

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:



GOD’S INTEREST IN US


Genesis 2:8,9,15-24

I trust the Lord will enable me to say a word from this scripture.  This is a beautiful scene depicted in it, beloved brethren.  It was before sin came into the world.  We are accustomed to the fact that what is of God, and for God, has been spoiled by sin; but this was before sin came in.  What I want to say from the scripture is that it brings out God’s deep interest in Man whom He had formed, Man into whom He had breathed the breath of life.  He made Man for His pleasure and this scripture brings out His deep interest in Man.  I want to convey that God has a deep interest in those who are His, especially those who are younger.  He does not lose His interest in us when we get older and we are thankful for that, but He has a special interest in those who are younger, in what they are potentially for Him.  How much there was going to be for God from the man and from the woman who He made.  

We know that this scripture brings in God’s original thought as to marriage.  It is a wonderful thing that it was in the mind of God before sin came in.  God had in His mind, when He instituted it, the great matter of Christ and the assembly, and this scripture speaks to us typically of Christ and the assembly.  Think of the pleasure that God has in Christ and the assembly, of the pleasure which He will have eternally in that great institution of Christ and the assembly.  God is glorified in it.

I want to speak of His interest in us for the encouragement of our young couple.  God has brought them together, and what we witnessed today in their marriage shows God’s interest in them, and God’s interest in our marriages.  God is interested in our lives and He comes into them in blessing.  You think of the attention that God gave to Man here.  God planted a garden; no landscape gardener has ever designed a garden like this.  It must have been a beautiful garden, a beautiful environment, and God put Man there, Man whom He had formed.  He put him there in the very best environment, and God will do the very best for us, beloved brethren, if we let Him do it.  If we put ourselves into God’s hands, He does the very best for us.  You might say that we are in a different time now, that we are in a time when there is breakdown in this scene, but God’s thoughts do not change, God’s interest in us does not change.  He has the very best in mind for us.  He has it in mind for us eternally, but He has in mind that we might come into it now.  

He put Man in the garden and He made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, and the tree of life in the midst of the garden.  Could God do any better than that – every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, and the tree of life in the midst of the garden?  Our brother prayed that the Lord might be the Centre.  God has in mind that Christ, in all that He is to man in life-giving power and sustenance, should be the Centre, should be in the midst.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was in the garden, but it was not the tree in the midst of the garden.  The one in the midst of the garden was the tree of life.  God considers for us, He provides the very best for us.  Could we have anything better, beloved brethren, than Christ?  He is the Tree of life, the One who will sustain life eternally, and we can know Him in that way now.  

God put Man in the garden to till it and to guard it; He gave him that responsibility.  It is not an arduous responsibility, but it is a responsibility.  We prosper in our knowledge of God and in our relations with God as we take on responsibility.  It was not arduous; it did not require the sweat of his brow, but he was to till and to guard the garden.  That is a very important thing.  God would put that upon us; in the environment he puts us into, He would say that you are to till and to guard it.  Man failed in that, failed in the guarding of it.  We look back over history, look back over recent history too, and we see failure in guarding it.  But God put that responsibility on Man, and God will find pleasure in a man answering to it.  Then He commanded Man, He put him under a command.  He said, “Of every tree of the garden thou shalt freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die”.  God is very definite when it comes to good and evil.  He is very definite in what He has to say, beloved brethren.  He would expect us to take on that feature in some measure, to be definite as to good and evil.  

Then He brings His own creation, He brings the animals to Man to see what he would call them, and what Man called each of them was its name.  It is a great thing when we can give things their right name, especially in taking account of the handiwork of God, that we give it a name.  As we see God’s work among His people, we name it rightly, give it its right name.  It brings out the intelligence of Man.  Look at the wonderful intelligence that Man had.  God will have man and woman together, dear younger brethren, in relation to Him in affection and intelligence.

But there was no helpmate for Man, and God saw that.  He said, “It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like”.  God would provide suitable companionship, beloved brethren.  He has provided it for our young couple.  I remember when I was much younger and going through exercise as to marriage, my father said to me, ‘The Lord will do far better for you than you can do for yourself’.  Think of the consideration of God; He will provide companionship, particularly in marriage.  It is a great matter, a very important matter in persons’ lives – the marriage bond.  What a bond it is.  Dear believer, we find help in taking up the marriage bond to see that we are married to Christ, we have a new husband.  We are not literally married to Him, of course, but we find in Christ One who loves us and supports us.  In the vows that our brethren made today, they committed themselves to love and support one another.  What a wonderful thing it is, as we go through life, to find the love and support of Christ, so that we are here for the pleasure of God and that there is fruit for God from it.  The great end in view is in this section that there is something for God’s pleasure, fruit for God.

The scripture goes on to speak of the deep sleep.  We know that it speaks in type of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is not exactly His death from the point of view of suffering, but it is what has come out of His death.  There was the element of sacrifice in it; God took the rib from the man.  It was taken from the man, but what did God provide?  He provided a woman.  God did not build the woman and leave the man to find her; He brought her to Man.  Think of God’s consideration in that, God’s consideration for them.  I commend this to our young couple and to us all as to God’s interest in us and that He will provide the best for us, beloved brethren. 

The scripture ends with this great matter typically of Christ and the assembly.  We need to keep that before us in our married lives.  We may feel it is a very high standard, and it is, but it is not an impossible standard – God would give us the resource.  If you take account of the way that Christ loves the assembly and that the assembly is in subjection to Christ, there will be something for God’s pleasure.  May our young couple experience this as they set up home in Edinburgh, and may we all be helped in seeing that God is interested in us.  May the Lord help us, in His name.

Word at a marriage meeting, Witney

1 September 2017

J. Wright

 


Scripture references

Genesis 2:8-24 (JND) [8] And Jehovah Elohim planted a garden in Eden eastward, and there put Man whom he had formed. [9] And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; and the tree of life, in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. [10] And a river went out of Eden, to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became four main streams. [11] The name of the one is Pison: that is it which surrounds the whole land of Havilah, where the gold is. [12] And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and the onyx stone are there. [13] And the name of the second river is Gihon: that is it which surrounds the whole land of Cush. [14] And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which flows forward toward Asshur. And the fourth river, that is Euphrates. [15] And Jehovah Elohim took Man, and put him into the garden of Eden, to till it and to guard it. [16] And Jehovah Elohim commanded Man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou shalt freely eat; [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die. [18] And Jehovah Elohim said, It is not good that Man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate, his like. [19] And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim had formed every animal of the field and all fowl of the heavens, and brought [them] to Man, to see what he would call them; and whatever Man called each living soul, that was its name. …



PURPOSE OF HEART


Daniel 1:8-16

I feel encouraged to say something about purposing in our hearts to do what is right before God.  I feel encouraged by what our brother has brought before us.  While we all have to purpose in our hearts to do what is right in terms of pleasing God, a young couple setting forth in married life together have a wonderful opportunity to purpose to do what is right, in seeking to please the Lord in their lives individually and their life together as a household.  

What you see in this scripture is that God comes in when we make right commitments.  Daniel made a right commitment, and this book is a wonderful history of how God helped him.  We can look at many aspects of Daniel’s life that are well known, such as interpreting dreams and facing the lions’ den.  We also read how he continued (Dan.1:21).  Continuation was a great feature in Daniel’s life.  He set out, in his privileged position, to do what was right in the eyes of God, and that is a wonderful commitment for a believer to make – to do what is right, not in our own strength, not by strength of character, or will, or natural ability or anything like that; but seeking divine help to be pleasurable here to our absent Lord.

I would commend to our young couple the thought that, as they set up life together, they have that opportunity to commit themselves, as they already have committed themselves to the Lord in the breaking of bread and in many other aspects of happy fellowship.  But now as together, they have that opportunity to commit themselves, just as this young man Daniel did, and to set themselves for what is to come.  How quickly blessing comes in.  God has a great interest in those who seek to do what is right, who commit themselves to Him, commit themselves to the Lord Jesus, and draw on the resource of the Holy Spirit.  It is all available to help them, to sustain and support them.  Soon we see that God granted Daniel favour.  What a wonderfully confirming matter it must have been for Daniel, that his exercise about the king’s delicate food was so quickly blessed.  I think we can all say that, in our own simple experience, God comes in for us when we seek to be pleasurable to Him.  This young man Daniel did just that from the outset.

In this day in which we find ourselves, there is a great need for us all to commit ourselves, and perhaps, recommit ourselves in a fresh way, to the Lord Jesus, using purpose of heart in that sense.  Christianity is a heart matter, by and large.  It is a wonderful thing to have that purpose of heart, to be set to do what is right and to realise it, not in our own strength but because divine support comes in from God to encourage us and to bless us.  What pleasure it must have given to heaven to see this young man who was in what may have looked like a position of worldly favour, but he turned his back largely on all of that and sought to please God.  There is an opportunity for us all, an opportunity for our young couple as they set up in married life together, to please the Lord – He would come in and bless that in each one of us.  But I particularly commend it to our young couple as they set up their house together in Edinburgh, that it may be for a blessing for them.  I am sure that every commitment they make to the Lord will prove prosperous.  

May we be encouraged, beloved brethren, by these words, for His name’s sake.

Word at a marriage meeting, Witney

1 September 2017

D.H. Marshall

 


Scripture references

Daniel 1:8-16 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse.

Daniel 1:21 (JND) [21] And Daniel continued unto the first year of king Cyrus.

Daniel 1:21 (JND) [21] And Daniel continued unto the first year of king Cyrus.

Daniel 1:21 (JND) [21] And Daniel continued unto the first year of king Cyrus.



MARRIAGE IN THE LORD


Deuteronomy 24:5;  Ephesians 5:29,25-27

As has been referred to already in the prayer, Christ should be central to this occasion.  How blessed it is that we have a gathering on the occasion of the marriage of our beloved brother and sister, and the desire of everyone here would be that Christ should be magnified, that Christ should be central to the occasion.  How much that has come before us brings in the practical exercises that relate to marriage.  It has been pointed out that the divine ideal is Christ and the assembly.  How wonderful it is that marriage should be taken up according to God’s thoughts about it.  We grieve at what the world has done to marriage, but rejoice that there still is marriage in the Lord, marriage according to God.  How blessed that is, and the standard in it is Christ and the assembly.  

I was thinking of the wonderful aspect of the present period of time, which is what I understand is represented typically by the “one year” in Deuteronomy 24, when the Lord Jesus is distinctly living and active to “gladden his wife whom he hath taken”.  The chapter begins with the exercise of divorce, and that related to what Israel should have been for God but was not.  But how blessed it is that the Lord Jesus has distinctly set Himself for the period of this dispensation to “gladden his wife whom he hath taken”.  In due course, as we had reference to in the first hymn, the bride is going to appear beside Him in glory.  The bride is going to be publicly displayed in all her beauty, the fulness of what there is secured for God.  How blessed that will be, when she will be, in all her beauty, the fulfilment of all that was in God’s mind.  How wonderful it is, as we consider what our brother has brought before us in Genesis chapter 2, that the bride will be displayed in completion, glorified, a vessel that is entirely suited to Christ and suitable to take part in the administration that He will take up in the world to come.  How wonderful that He will do that.  

But He is not taking on these public responsibilities now, He is not taking charge of the world, He is not active in relation to government in the world.  The Father has that in His hand and there is what is used under God’s hand for government now, but the Lord Jesus is not taking that up publicly yet.  He has, you could say, this exclusive occupation, to gladden the heart of His assembly.  We come together on an occasion like this and our hearts are gladdened, because Christ is providing for us.  Our hearts are gladdened because He is giving us a fresh impression of Himself and how He has sanctified Himself for us, how He has set Himself so that we should be gladdened by the One who loves us so much.  How our hearts would be drawn to Him as the One who, at this time, has set Himself apart.  It relates to what we have in John 17, verse 19, “I sanctify myself for them”.  He sets Himself apart that the assembly should be nourished and should be cherished, as the second scripture brings in.  

How blessed to think of the Lord Jesus as having this spirit and attitude; “For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly”.  Beloved, did you feel cherished by the Lord Jesus today?  You come here, and His affections are towards you as part of His bride.  His love is towards you that you should have that feeling, that knowledge of all the depth and breadth of divine affection that is towards you from the Lord Jesus, who is exclusively set now for the gladdening of the heart of the assembly.  How blessed as He nourishes us, nourishes us with what is of Himself, nourishes us with thoughts of Himself.  How we rejoice in the nourishing that we get as we come together, and of course each one of us will have that as we are in liberty in His presence.  How blessed that is, that He is nourishing, He is providing for what He loves so much.  You see what it has cost Him, that He has “delivered himself up for it”, but then it is presented here “in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word”.  As He is sanctified for us, so He has in mind that exclusiveness of the assembly in its pleasure and its affection for Him. 

How wonderful that there is something that exclusively is for a person.  It is a blessed thing in marriage that there is a man and a woman who are exclusively for one another.  How blessed to see Christ and the assembly in that relationship, and therefore as an example for our brother and sister in taking up their responsibilities in marriage.  The scripture in Deuteronomy does not relieve our brother of responsibilities; he has them, and he has to take them up.  But how blessed that there is what is exclusive in taking on the features of Christ and the assembly, so that He gives us that standard yet again, “Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly”.  There is no other standard in marriage.  Everyone who is a husband will be well aware of failures and weaknesses and needs, what comes below the divine standard, but that does not take away from what God has in mind.  These matters can be taken up in the Spirit’s power, that there should be an answer in marriage in the Lord to what there is in the delightful relationship of Christ and His assembly.  May we be blessed as we consider these things, for the Lord’s name sake. 

Word at a marriage meeting, Witney

1 September 2017

D.C. Brown
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Scripture references

Deuteronomy 24:5 (JND) [5] When a man hath newly taken a wife, he shall not go out with the army, neither shall any kind of business be imposed upon him; he shall be free for his house one year, and shall gladden his wife whom he hath taken.

Ephesians 5:29 (JND) [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly:

Deuteronomy 24 (JND) [1] When a man taketh a wife, and marrieth her, it shall be if she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some unseemly thing in her, that he shall write her a letter of divorce, and give it into her hand, and send her out of his house. [2] And she shall depart out of his house, and go away, and may become another man's wife. [3] And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a letter of divorce, and give it into her hand, and send her out of his house; or if the latter husband die who took her as his wife; …

Deuteronomy 24 (JND) [1] When a man taketh a wife, and marrieth her, it shall be if she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some unseemly thing in her, that he shall write her a letter of divorce, and give it into her hand, and send her out of his house. [2] And she shall depart out of his house, and go away, and may become another man's wife. [3] And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a letter of divorce, and give it into her hand, and send her out of his house; or if the latter husband die who took her as his wife; …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

John 17:19 (JND) [19] and I sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified by truth.

John 17:19 (JND) [19] and I sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified by truth.
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