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KNOWING THE WAY

D. A. Burr 

Romans 8: 26–30; 2 Corinthians 4: 17, 18; 2 Samuel 7: 1–13; 23: 3–5; 1 Chronicles 22: 6–10, 14 

I would like to begin what I have to say about these scriptures by raising a question. I believe that every believer would recognise the idea that their life is a journey, because they have received the Lord’s promise as to where that journey will end. “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. And ye know where I go, and ye know the way”, John 14: 3, 4. If our lives are a journey, it follows that all the experiences and encounters of life form part of the journey. If that is the case for you, the question I would like to ask is, Why does your journey follow the course it does? If I can put it more simply, Why are you going this way? Thomas says to the Lord, “we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way?”; I would like to pursue that question. How can we know the way? What understanding do we have about the encounters and experiences of life viewed as part of the journey? Many of our experiences are relatively trivial and forgotten, but are they for that reason to be regarded as of no value? 

The scripture in Romans introduces the principle of predestination, which has baffled a lot of people over the years; but we recognise at any rate that the idea of a destination is the end of a journey. It is a point that you arrive at by taking a certain course, and in the case of a believer that course is overseen by God. The solution to all the difficulties about predestination is that it follows foreknowledge. It is not that God has made some random selection of people who are going to heaven. He has predestinated those whom He foreknew. 

It was not simply that He knew in advance whether you would receive the gospel, although that is included, but God 

saw everything else that your life would encompass. You have not seen some of it yet, nor have I, but God has seen it all. The destination is therefore the end of a journey that God has mapped out for you. I do not think it is open to any of us to say that there are parts of that journey that do not make any contribution to reaching its destination. Paul says here “all things work”; that is probably more than we can encompass. We cannot remember everything that has happened in our lives, and it would be difficult to find much value in some of it, but Paul says “all things work”, and he adds “all things work together”. 

Here we see the hands of a divine Planner who has encompassed everything that enters into our lives and formed it into a whole that will bring us to His end with us. How marvellous God’s dealings for us are, that He is able to take everything and work it together to reach His end with us. Paul says we know this; we might say, How can we, because we have not seen the end yet and life still holds some surprises? We only know that things work together because we understand that our lives are looked over by God, and that what we encounter is in and from His hand. The brethren have buried a beloved brother this morning. Perhaps it was suggested that his journey was over, and in one sense it is. It would not, however, be right to suggest that God’s work in our brother is finished, because he has yet to be clothed with a house from heaven; he has yet to have the treasure that has been seen by his brethren and by God in an earthen vessel transferred to something that is capable of holding it for God eternally. John says, “what we shall be has not yet been manifested”, 1 John 3: 2. So today is part of the journey that none of us knows about, the most wonderful part—the moment of arrival; but in the meantime we work our lives out with God as One who has a purpose for us in everything that we encounter. 

I read the scripture in 2 Corinthians 4 because it brings in the matter of affliction, and affliction is very 

much on the spirits of the brethren, understandably so. I want to speak about the variety of affliction. Paul says, “our momentary and light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory”. I do not think Paul intends to belittle affliction; it is perhaps a natural tendency to expect others to make little of their afflictions, to put a brave face on things, and so on. I do not think God expects us to do that. God knows what one and another are passing through. He knows the severity of it, He feels it deeply; He feels it more deeply than the sufferer can, “he doth not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men”, Lamentations 3: 33. These things are understood by God, but if it were right to suggest that any affliction is momentary and light, and in many cases it is, still it has the potential to work 

“in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory”. 

Now, if that is true of what might properly be called the trivia of life, how much more so of its major episodes and the trauma through which some of our brethren pass. I say some of our brethren because so far, at any rate, that is not the portion of us all. We do not all have these extreme experiences and some people complete their course without ever having had one; where are they to learn life’s lessons? Do we just try and learn them by being sympathetic with others, something that we are not very good at, or are we perhaps discounting apparently more routine experiences by failing to see their potential and learn their value? Are we, like Enoch, or Noah, walking with God, or does it need some extremity either to fall our way or to come close to us before we begin to think about the meaning of life’s experiences? These are sober things, beloved, and they are not confined to afflictions. I think we may fail to see the importance of the present time. How short our lives may be and how superficial much of them may be, but for God they are preordained and preparatory to an eternal weight of glory. 

These things are arresting and the Lord may place severity among us so that we should think about them. He also places joys and happiness 

among us for the same reason. It was remarked in a prayer meeting the other day, when we were much occupied with the sudden death of a beloved brother, that the week’s news also included a birth. This was a happy outcome of what had been a more than usually protracted exercise; and the Lord was in that also. He would teach us to carry all the variety of our experiences with Himself. 

I did not mean in diverting to Corinthians to overlook the other reference we read in Romans; it raises a question about how we pray. I think we sometimes imagine that the object of prayer is to change what would otherwise be the course of events, but then if it is all predestinated we might ask, What is the point? If we cannot change things, why attempt to? 

There is a lot of general value in prayer; it brings us into the presence of God and God loves us to be there. I would encourage even the little children—God loves to hear you pray, and one thing He loves about little children praying is that they take it for granted that He will hear them and that He can do anything. God misses that simplicity in grown-ups, and He has a special ear for the prayers of little children. They do not have to put their hands up (as they should at table perhaps)—God is very simple in His relations with them. He loves to hear you, He loves to hear your simple trust in His power and His wisdom, and God also loves to do things in answer to prayer. 

Perhaps He would do it whether we prayed or not, but He loves to do things because someone has asked Him. That is the way God deals with us; but then there are other things where we might well ask, What can we ask for? It is also a very fine thing to carry just the name of a beloved brother or sister before God in prayer; whatever they may be passing through. It is testified beyond question that such feel the benefit of their name being brought into the presence of God. Sometimes all we can pray for is to understand what the will of God is, 

to see how things fit into that plan that we so dimly see, to understand what lesson there might be for us in something, the course of which may not be changed by any supplication on our behalf, on our account or on our side. It is very touching here that although there are manifest limitations to what we can ask for, the Holy Spirit serves. It is one of His most blessed services to add a fulness where there is limitation in what we can pray for. What He does especially is to ensure that whatever might be the subject of prayer is properly felt in the presence of God. Think of the communion there is between the Father and the Holy Spirit about the things that the people of God pass through, so that divine feelings are shared about them. I might say I do not know how to feel about this, but the Spirit knows and so we can be assured that the matter is felt properly and fully in the presence of God. 

Having said all that I pass on to these references to the life of David. When we think of affliction, our minds perhaps go first to illness and bereavement. It is evident that David knew something about bereavement, and he had other sorrows that are attached to it—the loss of a wayward son, and the loss of a newborn child. As far as we can tell David was physically well, I do not think he knew much about physical illness. I believe he did know something about depression. If you read some of the Psalms, you would see evidence of it. In Psalm 38: 6 he says expressly that he was depressed. I might just say a word feelingly about that. It is a more severe condition than we allow. It is a condition that induces despair, and it is a particularly acute and protracted form of suffering through which many of our brethren have passed. It tends to be aggravated because others of us say, Well you will just get over this, or maybe you should pull yourself together, or something of that sort, so that the sufferer feels isolated and misunderstood. The Lord knows these things. 

The Spirit of Christ entered into so many of David’s 

psalms when he evidently and understandably felt like that. That is a very beautiful form of comfort to people who are afflicted in that way. But the afflictions I especially wanted to draw attention to are perhaps of a rather different character, and if I just go over what these three scriptures speak about you will see what I have in mind. David had a lifelong aspiration. 

From the days of his boyhood it had been his longing to build God a house. It is one of the noblest ambitions that any man has ever had; and in this first scripture (in 2 Samuel 7) God takes it away. He says, you are not going to do it; God says, I will bless your house instead—

what a compensation, but I think David would then have suffered the affliction of disappointment; things had not worked out as he would have liked. A pure and noble idea was withheld by God without any reason being given. God is free to do that, but what an affliction that must have been to David. He had this apparently wonderful idea and God said he was not going to do it, and He did not give him any reason. 

I will take the three scriptures I read together. I read these other two to show what David did when God made His decision. David might have accepted that there was a reason and that maybe he would be able to work it as life went on. By the time that he came to the end of his life, he could easily have convinced himself that the reason why God had not allowed him to build the house was that God knew that he was going to fail. David could have said, Well God knew the sins I was going to commit; He knew I was going to take someone’s life, He knew I was going to commit adultery. He knew I was going to count the people, He knew what a failure I would be; and I was not worthy. You can imagine David’s disappointment turning into despair. And then he might have thought, Well at least God said He would bless my house, and that has all gone wrong, which is all my fault too. God has had to tell me that the sword is never going to depart from my house (2 Samuel 12: 10); God has had to take away what He 

promised me. 

That is all a natural way of looking at things; but we need to understand how to carry disappointments rightly. We look at those, for example, who are available to us, we think of the sorrows that have reduced the numbers of those we walk with. We take account of the difficulty in drawing near to some and their unreadiness to heal the breaches; the tearing aside of natural relationships and the distances that have come in; the pain and sorrow of all that; and many of us have had our part in it too. We might well say that God has had to be severe because of the nature of the departure from which they spring. But we do not have to carry these things in our own hearts and try and work out for ourselves what they might mean. We can do what David did and carry them with God. These other two scriptures show what happened to David when he carried these things with God. I say they were afflictions, not of physical illness or bereavement, although he had this too. If what I say applies to this kind of affliction then I suggest it applies to any kind of affliction, and indeed to any kind of experience, which might not be affliction at all. I want to show the value of carrying things with God. 

David comes to his last words but he allows God to have His say too; it is very fine. David refers very simply to his disappointments here in 2 Samuel 23. He says, “Although my house be not so before God”, and, “For this is all my salvation, and every desire, Although he make it not to grow”. David speaks simply and freely in the presence of God about unfulfilled expectations. Then he calls Solomon his son and he speaks to him about the life’s expectation he had had. He says in 2 Chronicles 22, “But the word of Jehovah came to me saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars—thou shalt not build a house unto my name”. Somewhere along the way he has discovered a reason in the interval since his transaction with Nathan. The 

reason is interesting; God said, You shed much blood and you have been a man of war. How does that disqualify David? We need to remember that David had not fought a battle on his own account. As Abigail says he fought the battles of Jehovah (1 Samuel 25: 28). I like to think that Abigail prayed David would never take up the sword in his own cause, and I think we can say about David that he never had; he had fought the battles of Jehovah. I might say it all seems a bit unfair therefore that David has exercised himself and endangered his life on God’s account, and God gives that as a reason why David should not do the very thing he wanted to do. 

I think we need to understand, beloved, that God’s purpose was not first fixed through anything we have done. In that sense God’s end is not subject to whether we are more or less skilful in conflict. We rightly draw on David’s history to show how the practical possession of the truth has been recovered through conflict, but God’s purpose was fixed before there was any conflict. Believers have had to be recovered to the truth and there has to be conflict if we are to possess it—and also conflict with those who have resisted the truth; but the truth was first fixed in divine purpose. All the wars that David fought did not make God’s purpose any more or less. It is fixed already in another Man and at another time. God must have simply said to David, I would not like it to be thought that My purpose was subject to what you were able or not able to do. Yes, I helped you, I was with you wheresoever you went, in all those wars and conflicts you found Me as your Shield and Helper, and I was glad to do it; but you understand that this is not how My eternal purpose was determined. God’s purpose came before ever a scene of conflict existed, before the worlds were made. David arrives at that through carrying his exercise, his affliction, with God. God as it were peels away his affliction and all the self-occupation it might bring, and He shows him the means by which His purpose would come to pass, “a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest”. 

David’s afflictions brought him into the presence of God and he got beyond his afflictions—God revealed to him His purpose in Christ. 

So God interrupts David’s last words very beautifully. This may be the last thing that David has to say but God says, I must have part in this, there is something that I would like to say. I would like everyone to know what it was that David learned from bringing his exercises to Me; so “The God of Israel said … The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; And he shall be as the light of the morning, like the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds”. Think of that! David might have said that clouds had gathered over his life in the course of his reign over Israel, and he might have wondered if they could never disperse; he had done things he could not undo, he had to live with the consequences of them and how could he ever escape from that; there were things that he had done that he could never change. God speaks of a Man who shall be as a morning without clouds. He says that David’s son “shall be a man of rest”. David has come through this with God, the encounters and experiences of life, whatever character they may have, but especially affliction, and seen God in it all; seen His purpose and His choice, what He has secured for Himself and for us in Christ. 

I love to think of that passage in 2 Samuel 7. It is a very fine verse where God speaks about being with David all the journey. That is the point that I am trying to make, He had been with him all the way, and where was He leading him? “I will appoint a place for my people”. That was their destination, they had not reached it yet. He says, “and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and be disturbed no more”. How wonderful to think of that, beloved. Think of the things that press upon the spirits of some of our brethren, and things that so easily intrude into our peace of mind; the burdens that people carry whose loved ones are 

suffering, the need for care day and night, and the pressure and the uncertainty of it all. God says, They shall dwell in a place of their own and be disturbed no more. God does not only disclose to us that His purpose finds its focus and centre in Christ, but that it would not be complete until we are there also, chosen in Christ, as Paul says, before the world’s foundation (Ephesians 1: 4); predestinated, as it says in Romans, that we should be conformed to the image of His Son. 

David speaks in 2 Chronicles 22 about what his affliction had yielded. We know that there were three sources of material for the temple. There was David’s power and David’s affection and David’s affliction. The biggest share was the fruit of his affliction. He was a man with a large heart and surely his heart would have yielded the best; certainly he wanted it to. But he had learned that his affliction was more productive even than his affection, because his affliction had brought him into the presence of God. It is very interesting that he does not say to Solomon, You add to what my power has brought, although Solomon was well placed to do that; and he does not say to Solomon, You add to what my affection has brought—

Solomon was well placed to do that; but he says that he was to add to what David had brought out of his affliction—“and thou shalt add to it”. Did Solomon ever do it? What did he know about affliction? How much did he really carry things with God? Perhaps it was one of the secrets of Solomon’s eventual downfall that he did not apply himself to add to what his father had secured in his affliction. Even momentary and light affliction would have worked the surpassing weight of glory. 

These things show that God does not pass us through anything for nothing. He passes us through things so that we might learn. I was reflecting on various references in the gospels to people who spoke of the Lord as a Teacher, and not all of them seemed very ready to learn, but I will just draw attention to three. 

Bartimaeus from Jericho, Martha from Bethany and Mary of Magdala speak of the Lord as a Teacher. If you look at what we know about their lives you can see what potential they had. 

Why did Bartimaeus not refer to the Lord as his Saviour—or even as his Doctor? But he referred to Him as his Teacher because he was going to follow Him in the way; he was going to learn what his life was for and what it was all about, and for that he needed to be in the company of Jesus. 

That brings me finally to where we ended our reading. The Lord Jesus says, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened”, Matthew 11: 28. He does not say which kind of burdens. 

He does not say what the cause of the labour is, but “all ye who labour and are burdened”. I remember that many years ago now I was quite agitated about something and we were away. 

A young brother in the place, as he then was, suggested that we take the scripture at the end of Matthew 11 for a reading. I think he expected we would have a discussion about the gospel. The old brother who asked him to suggest something said, Well, you do have to understand that this passage is aimed at those who feel what has come in in the testimony. 

Jesus is not actually referring immediately to illness or bereavement or personal sorrow, He is referring to those who feel what has come in among the people of God. He does not exclude other things, but this is another form of affliction, and you may bring it to Jesus. “Come to me”. He says, “all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”. How simple and how blessed this is, to find that the weight goes out of the burden because it is carried with Him, the uncertainty and difficulty and obscurity of the path is enlightened by walking it with Him. Above all, to learn not just what the lessons of life were about, but to be formed by passing through them with Him. So, beloved, if we say that the time in which we are is a time of severity and affliction, it is also a time of opportunity, it is a time in which the Lord Jesus would draw near to us 

all, and invite us to see ourselves and everything else coming through in His company; so that those blessed spiritual features, about which we said a little in the reading, might take their place among the treasures that God’s house will be filled with eternally. May He bless the word. 

Address at Dundee
6 December 2003 

 


Scripture references

Romans 8:26-30 (JND) [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered. [27] But he who searches the hearts knows what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for saints according to God. [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (JND) [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

2 Samuel 7:1-13 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. [4] And it came to pass that night that the word of Jehovah came to Nathan, saying, [5] Go and say to my servant, to David, Thus saith Jehovah: Wilt thou build me a house for me to dwell in? [6] For I have not dwelt in a house since the day that I brought up the children of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but I went about in a tent and in a tabernacle. [7] In all my going about with all the children of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people Israel, saying, Why build ye me not a house of cedars? [8] And now, thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith Jehovah of hosts: I took thee from the pasture-grounds, from following the sheep, to be prince over my people, over Israel; [9] and I have been with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and have cut off all thine enemies from before thee, and have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the great men that are on the earth. [10] And I will appoint a place for my people, for Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and be disturbed no more; neither shall the sons of wickedness afflict them any more, as formerly, [11] and since the time that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel. And I have given thee rest from all thine enemies; and Jehovah telleth thee that Jehovah will make thee a house. [12] When thy days are fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. …

2 Samuel 23:3-5 (JND) [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; [4] And [he shall be] as the light or the morning, [like] the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds; [When] from the sunshine, after rain, The green grass springeth from the earth. [5] Although my house be not so before God, Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, Ordered in every way and sure; For [this is] all my salvation, and every desire, Although he make [it] not to grow.

1 Chronicles 22:6-14 (JND) [6] And he called for Solomon his son, and charged him to build a house for Jehovah the God of Israel. [7] And David said to Solomon, As for me, my son, I was minded to build a house unto the name of Jehovah my God. [8] But the word of Jehovah came to me saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build a house unto my name, for thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my sight. [9] Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about; for his name shall be Solomon, and in his days I will give peace and quietness unto Israel. [10] He shall build a house unto my name; and he shall be my son, and I will be his father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever. [11] Now, my son, Jehovah be with thee, that thou mayest prosper, and build the house of Jehovah thy God, as he has said of thee. [12] Only, Jehovah give thee wisdom and understanding, and place thee over Israel, and to keep the law of Jehovah thy God. [13] Then shalt thou prosper, if thou takest heed to perform the statutes and ordinances which Jehovah commanded Moses for Israel: be strong and courageous; fear not, neither be dismayed. [14] And behold, in my affliction I have prepared for the house of Jehovah a hundred thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and iron without weight, for it is in abundance; and timber and stone have I prepared; and thou shalt add to it.

John 14:3-4 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. [4] And ye know where I go, and ye know the way.

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

Lamentations 3:33 (JND) [33] for he doth not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men.

Psalms 38:6 (JND) [6] I am depressed; I am bowed down beyond measure; I go mourning all the day.

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …

2 Samuel 12:10 (JND) [10] Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thy house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Urijah the Hittite to be thy wife.

2 Samuel 23 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; …

2 Chronicles 22 (JND) [1] And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son king in his stead; for the band of men that came in the camp with the Arabians had slain all the elder ones. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned. [2] Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Athaliah, daughter of Omri. [3] He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab; for his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly. …

1 Samuel 25:28 (JND) [28] I pray thee, forgive the transgression of thy handmaid: for Jehovah will certainly make my lord a lasting house; because my lord fights the battles of Jehovah, and evil has not been found in thee all thy days.

2 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the king dwelt in his house, and Jehovah had given him rest round about from all his enemies, [2] that the king said to Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedars, and the ark of God dwells under curtains. [3] And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thy heart; for Jehovah is with thee. …

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

2 Chronicles 22 (JND) [1] And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah his youngest son king in his stead; for the band of men that came in the camp with the Arabians had slain all the elder ones. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah reigned. [2] Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Athaliah, daughter of Omri. [3] He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab; for his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly. …

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …



HOLINESS

A. J. McSeveney 

Luke 1: 35; 1 Peter 1: 15, 16; Romans 5: 5; Hebrews 12: 9, 19; Ephesians 1: 3–5; Revelation 21: 2–4 

I would seek grace to say a word as to holiness. When you come to think of it, holiness is an integral part of Christianity. As receiving Christ and receiving the Spirit we become part of a holy priesthood, we can be regarded as holy brethren, and we also have a holy calling. So holiness is really an integral part of Christianity. More than that, it is an essential part of Christianity. In the epistle to the Hebrews it says, “holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12: 14). That seems to suggest that it is something we should give attention to, and one would seek to use these scriptures to say something about holiness. They are not the only scriptures where holiness is mentioned but I think they convey to us how we arrive at the thought of holiness. 

I think it is well, before we turn to them, to define what holiness actually is. What do we mean when we speak about holiness? Mr. Darby very helpfully has said that holiness really involves a nature that is formed within us that delights in what is good and that hates or shrinks from all that is evil (Collected Writings Vol. 34, p. 428). Well, dear brethren, how attractive that is and as in every feature that God looks for in His saints, we have to begin by turning to Christ. 

When we come to Christ we come to perfection. Every feature that God is looking for in His saints can be seen in perfection in our Lord Jesus. How wonderful that is. Of course there is one important distinction between holiness in Christ and holiness in us. Holiness was in Christ intrinsically. If we arrive at holiness it is through a process of formation. In relation to our Lord Jesus, in Luke 1 the word was “the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God”. What it must have meant for Mary to hold that Babe in her arms! The only babe that there has ever been which was intrinsically holy. Not only as to His soul, not only as to His spirit, but even as to His body He was intrinsically holy. As He grew up into a young boy and as a young man, one feature that characterised Him in whatever situation He found Himself was the feature of holiness, delighting in what was good and shrinking from all that was evil. When one thinks of Him growing up into His teenage years one is impressed with the feature of holiness that must have been seen in Him. When we look back at our teenage years I think the last word we would use to describe ourselves is holy, and yet there was a young Man who was holy in everything that He did and every thought that He had. 

How wonderful He is! 

As He moved out into public service holiness marked Him in the way He handled things; whether in John 3 with Nicodemus, speaking to him in the night or whether the woman in John 4, speaking to her when the sun was at its highest. Whoever it was, what distinguished Him in His service was holiness. He thus becomes the divine standard for service. Peter saw that, and he said from experience that He was the holy One of God (John 6: 69). Well, He moved on in His service and went to the cross and one thing which characterised Him personally as He hung on the cross was absolute holiness. When He 

uttered that cry, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Psalm 22: 1), it was the holy cry of a holy Man shrinking from evil, shrinking from all that was involved in being made sin. How He shrank from it! Yet, when He said, “And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel” (Psalm 22: 3), it was also the cry of a holy Man delighting in all that was good. How God saw and appreciated the holiness that was seen in that blessed Man. 

In whatever aspect of the cross you look at Him personally, the thing that marks Him is absolute holiness. Even as He went into the grave the word was “neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption” (Psalm 16: 10). He was three days and three nights in the heart of the earth and yet absolute holiness marked Him there. Well, He rose from the dead. He ascended up far above all the heavens; He sat down at the right hand of God and even there He can be regarded as the Holy, the True. 

Not only is holiness seen in Christ where He is, it is to be seen at present in His body on earth. Each one of us, as individuals; has an obligation, according to where we read in 1 Peter 1, to be holy as God is holy. Peter is quite simply moved by the Holy Spirit to put it upon the brethren to be holy as God is holy. As entering into the practical details of life (for that is what the word would convey there) we are to view things and do things in the same way as God would do them. That is an obligation lying upon every soul that has received Christ and received the Holy Spirit. Peter is not only speaking to gifted men, he is not only speaking to older men, he is speaking to every Christian, and he is laying the obligation on them to be holy as God is holy. 

Well, dear brethren, that is the obligation but I believe in the other scriptures we have read, particularly in Romans, Hebrews and Ephesians, we get the process by which we arrive at holiness. We have been helped by Mr. Darby and Mr. Stoney to see that holiness is not by faith. We are made righteous through faith, but we do 

not become holy by faith. Holiness involves a process in our lives and is related to our enjoyment of the love of God. As we enjoy that, there is something formed within us of the divine nature that delights in what is good and shrinks from what is evil. 

Romans 5 relates how God is towards us. At the end of chapter 4 the Lord Jesus was delivered for our offences and He was raised for our justification. When we come into chapter 5 we see that we are justified persons before God in Christ and God is towards us. As being justified we have been brought into a wonderful realm of favour, and we look forward to the public outshining of God in the world to come. We boast in hope of the glory of God and what we learn is that God is not only towards us in justifying us but He is towards us in the tribulations that we pass through. When we pass through tribulation it is not because God is against us; it is rather because God is for us. Through tribulations there is something worked out in our lives that will eventually end in the formation of holiness. That is why we are passed through things, dear brethren. Oh, they are painful at the time—anyone who has passed through them would accept that—but there is an end in view even in tribulations. So, tribulation works endurance, and that leads to experience, and experience eventuates in hope, so that again there is something further for the Christian to look on to. Hope does not make ashamed; it is a wonderful support and more than that, the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. We often take that verse of Scripture and use it in the preaching and take it away from its context. That is fine for the preaching, but to get its full benefit we should take it in context. 

I believe it works out practically like this. Suppose a young person leaves school and goes into the workplace. Very soon, unconsciously, you become imbued with the spirit of the workplace. Yet a crisis point comes when you need to confess Jesus as Lord, 

and when you do that you are saved. You are saved practically by confessing Jesus as Lord. 

But, along with salvation there is also tribulation. As soon as you identify yourself with a rejected Man it leads to tribulation; but God is towards you in that. You find then that what you lack in help and affection from your workmates, God will make up to you by giving you a special sense of His love, and the compensation that God gives greatly surpasses anything you have had to forfeit. How great it is to know, in situations like that, that God is for you! 

He gives you a sense of His love through the Holy Spirit, and as you delight in the preciousness of God’s love, holiness is formed in your being. You begin to shrink from all that is obnoxious to God in the workplace. It has a practical end in view; so if you have left school and are in the workplace, and you are finding things difficult, God has an end in view in it all; that you might know His love and that you might shrink from all that is evil in the workplace. I give that as an example, but I believe that Romans gives us the general principle that holiness is not by faith but, rather, it is linked with the enjoyment of God’s love. How wonderful that is, dear brethren. 

What is brought before us in a general sense in Romans is developed in detail in Hebrews and Ephesians. The Hebrew saints were a worthy company. They were commended by the writer for the way they had ministered to the saints, and were still ministering. Yet they had come to a certain crisis in their lives, where a decision had to be made. They could either go on, or they could go back. To go on would lead to glory; to go back would lead to apostasy. What was the problem? Well, the Hebrew saints had a weakness for the religious system they had left. They had a desire in their hearts to go back, but the wonderful thing is that the Father saw that and came in through discipline in order that they might make the right decision. 

Where there was a tendency for them to go back, the Father took them up on that very same point, and He allowed them to be 

persecuted by the very system they had a weakness for. All they could see was outward persecution and outward difficulty in their circumstances. The writer to the Hebrews traces it right back to the Father’s hand in discipline. He points out to them that they are not passing through that because the Father is against them, but, rather, they are being disciplined because the Father loves them. Not only that, but if there had been nothing by way of discipline there would be a question mark over whether God was really their Father. Well, as the Hebrew saints would read this, and see what the position truly was, they would see that the only way forward for them was to get into the Father’s presence and say with an Old Testament saint, “If it be so, why am I thus?”, Genesis 25: 22. Whatever other persons may be passing through by way of discipline is between themselves and the Father, but it is for me as an individual to say, Why am I thus? The Father is so gracious that He very soon tells us. 

You know, dear brethren, He is not austere, He is not against us; He is for us. If we are passing through something from the Father’s hand it is because He loves us. If we get into His presence and ask why we are thus, He will tell us and when we find that out we have to accept that the only way forward is to subject ourselves to the Father of spirits and live. 

When we pass through discipline, the spirit of the believer is the great battleground. The danger is that we may become bitter. We all know that. How easy it is to become bitter, but the only way forward is to subject ourselves to the Father of spirits and live. The Father of spirits is a wonderful title. He is seeking to form something within us. He has an object in view in everything we are passing through. Things do not happen by chance. There is an object in it all. The Father is working something out in each one of our lives and the only way forward for us is to subject ourselves to the Father of spirits and live. Well, as we subject ourselves and desire to do what is right, we realise that we cannot do that in our own strength. 

We need the Father’s help. 

The wonderful thing is that He gives us His help. If we have confessed to something and repented of it, and we are clear with the Father, then He gives us His help to do what is right. 

Where there is subjection and dependence, and where there is the practice of righteousness it leads to peace in the soul, for “the work of righteousness shall be peace”, Isaiah 32; 17. All these elements merge together to form the quality of soul that we enjoy when we are in the holiest. I believe that is what is in view here, the holiest. It is not exactly a place. It is a condition of soul that is formed within us as we go through this process and the result, as we are exercised, is that we partake of the Father’s holiness. How wonderful that is. There is an end in view. He is working out something and the end in view is that we might partake of the Father’s holiness. That is, that we might see things as the Father sees them, that we might feel things as the Father feels them, that we might think about things in the same way as the Father thinks about them. 

What does it mean practically? I believe that holiness in this setting involves that we shrink from things that perhaps we had a weakness for. We all have weaknesses. We all have tendencies, but if we get the gain of the Father’s discipline, and are formed in the Father’s holiness, then we will shrink from these things. If it be moral evil, we shrink from it. It is wonderful to view that from the standpoint of how the Father views it. It is not a question exactly here of doing what is right, although that is involved, but rather in viewing things as the Father views them. How does the Father view these things? I would also have to say, in the context of what we are reading in Hebrews, that holiness involves that we shrink from ecclesiastical evil too. As we have said the Hebrew saints had a problem over the religious system they had left. If I am formed in the Father’s holiness, and I see things the way the Father sees them, I would never give any man a place in a company that is only rightly Christ’s. The Father has given that place to His Son, and I am glad to be with the Father in that. I also 

would not link myself on with any system that involves derogatory doctrine as to His Son. 

Why? How does the Father feel about any system that holds derogatory thoughts as to His Son? Beloved brethren, He shrinks from them, and as we are formed in the Father’s holiness and formed in an appreciation of His love, we shall shrink from them as well. 

I believe the object in view in this chapter is that the chastening we go through leads to partaking of the Father’s holiness. However, you will notice that there is another phrase used earlier in the chapter that involves things that we pass through that are more severe than chastening. It says. He “scourges every son whom he receives” (Hebrews 12: 6). As long as we are in our present bodies we shall need chastening, and each one of us gets it all the time, but scourging is a different thing. Perhaps we may only need to go through scourging two or three times in our lives. Scourging involves painful experiences. The Father’s scourging—

what a thing it is! Perhaps you have never passed through that yet, but you will, for it says He scourges every son whom He receives. We can look back on things that are painful to remember, but it was not because the Father was against us that we passed through them. It was not because the Father had an issue with us. It was rather because the Father loved us. 

From the moment we are born into this world we are tied down by moorings to this earth. 

Some of them are legitimate in their place, but the moment we put our faith in Christ we become sons of God, and that involves being set in relation to another world. What is in mind here is that not only might there be a relationship, but that there might be a state that is suited to that relationship. That is why scourging comes in. There is so much in my life that would tie me to this earth, but the Father wants me to be related to another world where He is, where I can enjoy Him in His own circumstances. That is going to be my eternal portion, 

but the time when I am formed in relation to my eternal portion is now. There will be no formation after the rapture. The time for formation is now, and the state that is proper to sonship is being formed now. How is it being formed? It is being formed by the Father detaching us from this world, through the painful experiences of scourging. Why does He do it? Because He scourges every son whom He receives. He wants to form us in the state of sonship. That is what He is doing in the most painful things that we will all have to pass through. He is seeking to set us in relation to that world, and that we might have a state that is suitable to sonship. Can we prove it from scripture? Well, that is why I read in Ephesians, to bring before us the state that enjoys the Father’s love. 

The aspect of holiness that delights in what is good is found here in Ephesians 1, where it refers to those who are holy and blameless before Him in love. That is further than clearance; it is further than forgiveness; it is further even than justification. What is involved here is the state of soul which delights in what is good. That is what the Father is working for at the present time. The brethren will know that Mr. Raven and Mr. Stoney were two men who suffered a lot in relation to their ministry. If you trace their ministries through you will see that the whole point in it was that there would be a state formed in the saints that is equal to their standing. That is what they had in mind; and that is why it is so testing to read it. Well, the Father helps us on that line, and while much of what the dear brethren pass through is extremely painful, nevertheless there is a time coming when what has been formed in time will go into eternity in the unclouded enjoyment of the Father’s love. We prove so much of what He does for us down here, but what it is to be with Him in His own circumstances. Mr. 

Darby said at, a critical point, ‘Between the Father and me there is not a cloud’. Ah, dear brethren, in that realm there is no cloud between the Father and ourselves, and as we accept all that the Father passes us 

through, we ought to look for the Father in His own world, in an area where sorrows never enter. There are no tears in that realm. What is there is the unclouded enjoyment of the Father’s love. Well, as I said, the relationship of sonship is formed through faith, but the state that is proper to sonship is formed through severe discipline by the Father, but there is an end in view. 

We are here for three score years and ten, four score years by reason of strength, all in God’s will, but there is an end in view. There is an eternal relationship that has been formed in time, and God would have us to be in the enjoyment of it now. The great desire of the Lord Jesus in John 17 was that the love which the Father had for Him may be in us (John 17: 26). If that love is to be in us there is so much that needs to be displaced. The wonderful thing is that the Father helps us. The Father is helping us at the present time. We need to see that the Father is helping us in all that we pass through, in order that we might be formed in the state of sonship, and be formed for His own pleasure. Being holy and blameless before Him in love involves divine formation. It is not only love that is within us, how precious that is, but it is in love. It is an area of love. How wonderful that is! I think the hymn-writer referred to this when she wrote about the ‘circle of affections all divine’ (Hymn 207 verse 4). There is an area, the circle of the Father’s love, an area that is blessed because of the relationship we have been brought into; but we need to be formed to enjoy it, not only for our own blessing but for the Father’s pleasure. That is why we have been secured. What the Father is doing at the present time is that we might be conformed to the image of His Son. Not only associated with Him, blessed as that is, but that we might have a state that is conformed to the image of His Son. That is why He passes us through so much, dear brethren. Well, the Lord is coming and at any moment we could be transformed into our bodies of glory, and then for ever we shall enjoy sonship, and the Father will enjoy having us before Him with a state that is suitable to that relationship. 

I just end with a reference to Revelation 21. How wonderful it is to see the end in view. The end in view is the holy city. As individuals we are associated with the Son of God, ourselves being sons of God, but also we form part of the assembly as an entity, and that is for the heart of Christ. How wonderful it is to see that there is an end in view in all that the Father is doing, including that there should be a vessel prepared for the heart of Christ. What a time that will be, and we are on the verge of that, on the verge of the unclouded enjoyment of the love of Christ. It is wonderful to think of what He has done for us down here. Paul says, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. But it is wonderful to think of our eternal portion, to be for Him as having part in the assembly. How worthy He is of our affections! It soon will be that there will be nothing at all to disturb or to detract from the enjoyment of the love of Christ. 

That is why, in verse 4, we have God’s own personal service. How wonderful it is to contemplate it—“And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away”. They will all go. God will see to it. If we have had painful experiences we cannot put out of our minds now, God will see to it then that there is nothing at all to spoil the enjoyment of our eternal portion. He Himself will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

The holy city really becomes the standard for us in our local assemblies. We were helped to see last week that recovery is not to Pentecost, but to Paul. It is very helpful to remind ourselves of that. However, there is another aspect and that is that whenever a thing fails responsibly God never sets it up publicly again, but He points us forward to the world to come. The holy city therefore becomes the standard for us in our local assemblies. Tomorrow morning we shall sit down at the Lord’s supper and what will govern us is the light of the 

holy city. We shall see to it that there is nothing in our hearts that would at all detract from the enjoyment of the Lord’s supper. We shall prove ourselves so that we are qualified to eat, but not only so, as we proceed, we will enjoy all that the holy city is to the heart of Christ as the bride. We can touch that in our spirits now. It is not beyond us. Soon we shall have bodies of glory, but even now we can touch it in our spirits. How wonderful it is for us; how wonderful it is for Christ! Well, dear brethren, I feel very tested as to everything that has been said, but I would seek to pursue holiness. There are many things we could pursue at the present time, but the word for each of us is, pursue holiness. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
6 March 2004 

 


Scripture references

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

1 Peter 1:15-16 (JND) [15] but as he who has called you is holy, be ye also holy in all [your] conversation; [16] because it is written, Be ye holy, for *I* am holy.

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Hebrews 12:9-19 (JND) [9] Moreover we have had the fathers of our flesh as chasteners, and we reverenced [them]; shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live? [10] For they indeed chastened for a few days, as seemed good to them; but he for profit, in order to the partaking of his holiness. [11] But no chastening at the time seems to be [matter] of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields [the] peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it. [12] Wherefore lift up the hands that hang down, and the failing knees; [13] and make straight paths for your feet, that that which is lame be not turned aside; but that rather it may be healed. [14] Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord: [15] watching lest [there be] any one who lacks the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble [you], and many be defiled by it; [16] lest [there be] any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one meal sold his birthright; [17] for ye know that also afterwards, desiring to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, (for he found no place for repentance) although he sought it earnestly with tears. [18] For ye have not come to [the mount] that might be touched and was all on fire, and to obscurity, and darkness, and tempest, [19] and trumpet's sound, and voice of words; which they that heard, excusing themselves, declined [the] word being addressed to them any more:

Ephesians 1:3-5 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

Revelation 21:2-4 (JND) [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away.

Hebrews 12:14 (JND) [14] Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord:

Luke 1 (JND) [1] Forasmuch as many have undertaken to draw up a relation concerning the matters fully believed among us, [2] as those who from the beginning were eye-witnesses of and attendants on the Word have delivered them to us, [3] it has seemed good to *me* also, accurately acquainted from the origin with all things, to write to thee with method, most excellent Theophilus, …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 6:69 (JND) [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

Psalms 22:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning?

Psalms 22:3 (JND) [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

1 Peter 1 (JND) [1] Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ, to [the] sojourners of [the] dispersion of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Genesis 25:22 (JND) [22] And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If [it be] so, why am I thus? And she went to inquire of Jehovah.

Isaiah 32 (JND) [1] Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. [2] And a man shall be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the storm; as brooks of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a thirsty land. [3] And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken; …

Isaiah 17 (JND) [1] The burden of Damascus. Behold, Damascus is taken away from [being] a city, and it shall be a ruinous heap. [2] The cities of Aroer are forsaken: they shall be for flocks; and they shall lie down and there shall be none to make them afraid. [3] The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim, and the kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria: they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith Jehovah of hosts. …

Hebrews 12:6 (JND) [6] for whom [the] Lord loves he chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:26 (JND) [26] And I have made known to them thy name, and will make [it] known; that the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them and I in them.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.



EXTRACT

Now the wise men came to the place as guided by the star. It was the star of “the king of the Jews”. Him they sought, showing how they were in accord with the mind of God, being free from national prejudice. No one can reach the house otherwise; so long as national prejudice is in our minds we shall never really reach the house. They came seeking “the king of the Jews”, implying that they were to be subservient, that they were recognising the priority of the Jews. The Lord, indeed, insisted on this in talking to the woman at Sychar, and the Samaritans themselves later, had to learn that the Spirit should come through the apostles that were sent from Jerusalem. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 34, p.127) 
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