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“YE KNOW HOW I WAS WITH YOU”

“YE KNOW HOW I WAS WITH YOU”
Acts 20:17-27, 36,37;  John 1:35-42;
1 Thessalonians 4:1;  Romans 12:4-21
I have a very simple message, beloved brethren, about this word of Paul’s in his last address to the elders in Ephesus: “Ye know how I was with you”.  This was Paul’s last recorded public service as a free man.  We get his letters after this, and many of them were written from prison in Rome, but this is the last service that he rendered as a free man.  He had come to Ephesus earlier; Acts 18 records his first visit which was very brief, and then he came back and remained there for two years, as the scripture tells us in chapter 19.  The public opposition to Paul’s service to the Lord there was very great.  On every hand it was resisted, and to such an extent that he had to separate the disciples from the synagogue and take up his teaching of them in the school of Tyrannus.  The opposition continued, although Ephesus was the place where the greatest truth came out – in the place where there was continual opposition publicly, and hardship.  Paul said at one point, “I have fought with beasts in Ephesus”, 1 Cor.15:32.  I wonder what that meant, but he faced hardness of heart, as the scripture records, and disbelief and evil speaking.  At one point there was almost a riot after the sons of Sceva called up evil spirits in opposition to the truth (Acts 19:14), but it says also that “the word of the Lord increased and prevailed” (v.20).  What a wonderful testimony was rendered in Paul’s service at Ephesus! 
But now he gives his last word to the Ephesians.  Paul is not actually in Ephesus at this point; if you look at the map you will find that he came to a place called Miletus and he called over the elders of Ephesus to him, and he gives this word that we have read.  I do not propose to go into the detail of it but what I wanted to draw attention to was “Ye know how I was with you”.  I do not know the detail of what occupied him, except that he says that he had “not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God”, and “I am clean from the blood of all”.  In the circumstances that prevailed at Ephesus, you wonder at the way in which Paul served there.  They loved him; they fell upon his neck, “specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face.  And they went down with him to the ship”.  What faced him now was the journey back to Jerusalem.  As going back there, he faced imprisonment, then that long journey across the sea and shipwreck, then Rome and the experiences in Rome which we know a little bit about; and finally – although we do not have the detail – his death.  So this was his last public service to the Ephesians.  He did not speak in detail about all that he did there in service, but he said, “Ye know how I was with you”.  That word “how” is what I want to touch on – the importance not only of ‘what’ our lives are but ‘how’ they are lived. 
I remember reading somewhere that the ‘how’ is Christianity.  Christianity is not a word you find in the Scriptures, although it is an expression that we use quite frequently.  It does not just define doctrine, although it involves doctrine, but Christianity involves not only the doctrine but the way of life, the way that the effect of doctrine comes out in the lives of men and women.  The doctrine is to be adorned (Tit.2:10); involving the greatness of the testimony to it.  It is not the degree to which I know the truth but the way in which that truth becomes a reality and an expression in me.  Of course, the way in which the ‘how’ comes out is to be an expression of Christ in the believer’s life.  It is wonderful how Paul speaks of it here; he speaks of tears and temptations, plots of the Jews, and how he had not held back from teaching “you publicly and in every house” – what a service it was!  
I find it challenging – not the ‘what’ but the ‘how’.  How is Christian life to be lived?  We are thankful for the doctrine and thankful for the teaching.  We need it, and in relation to the will of God we shall prove how important the doctrine is, but even greater in a certain sense at the present time is the expression of it in the lives of men and women, the impact that it has upon them.  How it had changed Paul!  Think of what he was; it is striking that he had taught them “publicly and in every house”.  I thought about Paul’s early life before he was converted, when he went from house to house, going into the houses of believers and dragging them out for punishment and prison (Acts 8:3).  Now here he is in his last service to the Ephesian saints, and he reminded them that he had taught them “publicly and in every house”.  He was not dragging them out to their death then.  What was expressed in his life, in his teaching, in his work, were features of the One who had become his Saviour, and the glory of that One who, he says, “has loved me and given himself for me”, Gal.2:20.  What a way Paul had come, from being the first of sinners (1 Tim 1:15).  Think of that earlier life of Paul’s, what he had been, the expression of hatred that he had allowed to surround him, whatever part he played personally in that persecution which we read of in the early chapters of Acts.  He said himself that the disciples were dragged out from the houses and before the tribunals, “and when they were put to death I gave my vote”, Acts 26:10.  He joined in with others who were killers of the saints, but he says “mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief”, 1 Tim.1:13.  
Here Paul was at the end of his public journey; he had gone from house to house with the fulness of the counsel of God in his heart. He had been with them, sharing in their temptations and their hardships, and shedding tears with them.  There is a lot involved in these words, “tears, and temptations, which happened to me through the plots of the Jews”.  I think it is a big test for us at the present time – how we express what we hold as truth and doctrine.  I suppose for most here, there would be very little dispute as to the truth that has come to us by the Holy Spirit, but, beloved brethren, sometimes we are tested by how we live that truth.  How are we going to live?  Paul had seen in Stephen a man who not only had the truth but exemplified it in his life.  What do you find in Stephen?  There was something luminous, there was something that glowed in Stephen; it says that as they looked on his face, it was “as the face of an angel”, Acts 6:15.  There was something there in that man who not only had the truth and held the doctrine but who exemplified it in his life.  They stoned Stephen, and, as they stoned him as he was praying; “he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”, Acts 7:60.  What wonderful things these are!  It says they “laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul” (v.58).  Later in his writings, Paul says that he was there “when the blood of thy witness Stephen was shed” (Acts 22:20); it seems to have had a profound effect on him.  So here we have him speaking about the tears and temptations experienced in his walk, and I feel that I need help about how to walk.  How is my life, beloved?  
The scripture in John speaks about the Lord Jesus in His walk, and that is a very affecting thing.  We had a brother locally who said to us when we were young men – if you do not know where to start, start with Christ!  If you have a subject that you cannot cope with, start with Christ.  If you want to know where to start, start with Christ.  This scripture in John 1 is a lovely scripture, describing the early part of the public walk and life of the Lord Jesus.  Earlier it speaks of John the baptist seeing Jesus coming to him and saying, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”, John 1:29.  Nothing could change that, beloved!  Jesus was to be the sacrifice; the great basis for God to bless men was in that One who came here sacrificially to take away the sin of the world.  John is recorded as having said that.  Then the gospel writer says, “Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples.  And, looking at Jesus as he walked”; it does not speak there about the sin of the world, it says of John the baptist, “looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God” (vv.35,36).  Another little touch from ministry – it has been said that the second look was admiration1.  I encourage the young brethren to read the ministry because there you find little gems like that!  Think of what the walk of Jesus was.  This second reference was not exactly to His sacrificial walk, His sacrificial path – that is referred to earlier – but here it is what He was in His walk.  What a walk it was, the way that Jesus went, His great activity.  He never ceased in His movements: He moved by the sea, He moved in Galilee, He went to the mountain, He met the woman at the well of Sychar, He met the man at the pool at Bethesda.  Jesus knew what it was to move, and He never ceased to move in John’s gospel.  He went to a marriage, He went to the occasion of one who had died.  Everywhere that the feet of Jesus went, He carried the fulness of what is of God with Him.  Who could ever measure what it was when at the death of Lazarus, it says, “Jesus wept”, John 11:35.  That is the shortest verse in the Bible: “Jesus wept”.  
So when John the baptist looked on Jesus as He walked, there was a drawing power about it.  It was how He walked, how He was here.  The glory of what He brought was not preached from some great cathedral, or some lofty speaking place.  God had come down in all the brilliance and love that you see in John’s gospel, and Jesus had come here and moved around and then He must needs pass through Samaria (John 4:4); that was a dangerous journey, but He went there.  How the love of God moved in situations that defied the wisdom of man to know how to move.  So John the baptist, “looking on Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the lamb of God”.  
I have in mind the walk of the believer, and we are to be affected by the way that Jesus went.  There was nothing selfish in what He did; there was kindness and grace in everything He did.  That man at the pool at Bethesda – all those years he had lain there, always missing the blessing, until a Man came to him and says “Wouldest thou become well?”, John 5:6.  That is how God has come down; the love of God radiated in the way that Jesus walked, in the way that He went.  It is a very affecting thing.  I am exercised about my walk, and perhaps you are too.  You may be able to say that you have a comprehensive knowledge of the truth and the Scriptures, and thank God for that, but there is to be a correspondence in my life and in all of our lives with these great truths that we hold.  They are not just to be held as information, they are to be held as causing formation.  That is something to think about.  If I hold truth in my mind but there is no reflection of it in my life, it brings in a weakness in relation to the testimony that should be shining out.  The testimony to God is the testimony of Jesus.
We have a reference in Thessalonians to how we should “walk and please God”.  I wanted to touch briefly on these chapters because they are very precious.  The scripture in Thessalonians says, “For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God”.  I am exercised about my walk, and I trust everyone here is.  The Thessalonians were a wonderful company of saints.  It is not an epistle that brings out great new levels of teaching, but it rather brings out the character of what Christianity is.  There was something quite remarkable about the assembly of Thessalonians, as Paul speaks of it “before our God and Father”, 1 Thess.1:3.  It was not about the degree of teaching which they held, because they were a young assembly.  From what we read, I do not think that it seemed to be a very large meeting.  It might have been quite small, but there was a remarkable testimony going out from them.  That testimony went out, not so much as a result of their knowledge, because they still needed help about various truths, which is one of the things which we see in the epistle, but what was there was a remarkable outgoing of the effect of the way in which God had come out to them.  
Paul writes in the first chapter, “For our glad tidings were not with you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in much assurance; even as ye know what we were among you for your sakes: and ye became our imitators, and of the Lord, having accepted the word in much tribulation with joy of the Holy Spirit, so that ye became models to all that believe in Macedonia and in Achaia: for the word of the Lord sounded out from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith which is towards God has gone abroad”, vv.5-8.  There was some expression of the truth that they held, “so that we have no need to say anything ... how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to await his Son from the heavens” (vv.9,10).  That was the brightness of the Thessalonians’ testimony: they became models for the flock, not so much in what they knew but in what was expressed in their lives.  That is the import of the assembly at Thessalonica, that is my impression of it.  
A little earlier on, Paul says, “remembering unceasingly your work of faith, and labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope” (v.3).  Faith, love and hope; these are things written about by Paul to the Corinthians, three great bases of belief in the believer – faith, love and hope.  But here it is “your work of faith”; in other words it became operative in them.  What is your faith, what is mine?  You may say, Hebrews gives us the definition (Heb.11:1).  My impression is that it is light from God that has shone in your soul.  It is His sovereign action that no one else could do; He has opened up a way into your soul and He has shone His light there, and that is why you become exercised.  That light becomes all embracing; faith becomes the basis of your life.  It has been said that light becomes law to us2.  The believer’s life is galvanised, not any more by man’s will, or by the wisdom that we find in the world around us.  But here faith is not only light.  You have faith, thank God for that, thank God for every one here who does.  But what about the work of faith?  It is as if that very thing, faith, as the scripture says, “has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Cor.4:6.  But what God has done in my heart has been done with a view not only to it remaining there – thank God it does – but He has put it there with a view to its shining out, and there is a work connected with faith.  All the light of Christ – the light of the Spirit, the light of all the truth as it has come to us, each blessing which has come through the gospel – has shone in our hearts, and it is intended that this “work of faith” should become operative in me. 
Then Paul refers to the “labour of love”.  The “labour of love” is work.  I do not know what I can say about that, but it was seen in Paul at Ephesus.  He loved them there and his service was not appreciated by many of those who were there, and even less so at a place like Corinth, to which he says, “if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved”, 2 Cor.12:15.  What service there was, what precious things these are, beloved, as to how we should walk and please God.  Paul the apostle was an educated man, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3); he was one of his protégés, but he counted it all as filth on account of Christ (Phil.3:8), and that became the motivating force in his life.  Paul spent his life as a Christian in gaining Christ.  He wrote about the fellowship of His sufferings and being conformed to His death (Phil.3:10).  He was shipwrecked, he was stoned, all these sufferings, and he could say that he bore in his body the brands of the Lord Jesus (Gal.6:17). What things these are, and what a “labour of love” we see. 
Then this last one; the “enduring constancy of hope”.  Let us endure, beloved!  Somewhere in the ministry, I remember reading that one of the rarest things amongst the people of God is hope.  Let it burn brightly!  This is what Paul expressed to the Thessalonians.  Let the prospect, the blessed prospect of the coming of the Lord, burn brightly.  May we be helped in these things, beloved brethren, in the “enduring constancy of hope”.  It is a simple thought, but I would seek that we might be exercised not only in relation to the ‘what’ of Christian life, but the ‘how’.  I think the word Christianity expresses the greatness of all that has come from God, seen supremely in Jesus and then in expression in the lives and walk of believers.
I just finish with this lovely section in Romans 12: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God …”.  This is an opportunity for every one of us, young and old, to present our bodies “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service.  And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”.  What an opportunity for believers at the present time to yield our bodies to God while we are living, “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God”.  And then Paul goes on to speak of various things which God has given.  As we said in the reading, most of the truths of the epistle to the Romans apply to us as individuals, but I think here in chapter 12 we get the beginnings of the coming together of the Christian company.  We get this reference to “one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other”.  This is not the full teaching of the assembly; we have said about this epistle that it just touches on that teaching, while other epistles fill it out.  This is not the fulness of Paul’s teaching about the body of Christ, but as Christians we have one hope and one salvation and are drawn together, “one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other”. 
Then there is this long list that I read out, and I found it very testing when I read it.  It speaks not only of various things that are to occupy us – “he that teaches, in teaching” – but “he that leads, with diligence”: that is how it is done, is it not?  Then “he that shews mercy, with cheerfulness”; again that is ‘how’, and then “Let love be unfeigned; abhorring evil; cleaving to good: ... as to honour, each taking the lead in paying it to the other”.  All that is about how we are to do these things.  So you could go on down the list, “Rejoice with those that rejoice, weep with those that weep.  Have the same respect one for another, not minding high things”.  Do you find it testing as you go down the list?  As I think of what my life is, what representation is there of God that is coming out by the Spirit in me, in the life of the believer?  It is the ‘how’.  It is a list that tests me; “Have the same respect one for another, not minding high things, but going along with the lowly: be not wise in your own eyes: recompensing to no one evil for evil”.  These things would test most of us, but this is what is set out in the Acts, in those who yielded their bodies a living sacrifice.
I remember reading that this chapter is like the boards of the tabernacle which was made in the wilderness.  The boards that comprised the sides of the tabernacle were huge.  These boards were nearly five metres high, and maybe three quarters of a metre wide – for the older ones, fifteen feet high, and about two and a half feet wide.  Think of that!  They were covered in gold and they had two tenons at the bottom which sat in sockets of silver on the bases, and they were to be the walls of the tabernacle.  We have been taught that the tabernacle was God’s dwelling, the place where He dwelt.  Of course, He does not dwell now in temples made with hands (Acts 17:24), but these types are suggestive to us.  God’s house now is in persons, and it is a spiritual idea; “to whom coming, a living stone … being built up a spiritual house” (1 Pet.2:4,5).  The suggestion is that these boards represented individual believers set together as the walls in the structure of God’s house.  It involves persons.  The weight of them must have been enormous.  The Levites would take the tabernacle down and they had to carry it through the wilderness, and then when the cloud stopped, they erected it again.  How many persons it would have taken to lift one of these boards – they were immense, they were valuable, they were weighty!  Think of how God regards every saint!  And here they all are in this chapter in Romans, and this is the fitting of them together.  
If you go to Exodus, you find how these boards were made, not only were they covered with gold but they had two tenons at the bottom, like feet on the bottom of each board and they sat in two sockets of silver in each base of silver.  It is suggestive of the individual believer in the wilderness, that each one should stand individually.  The sockets of silver were what each board rested in; it suggests the redeeming grace of Christ that has come in, and the saints are to be regarded thus.  How precious these things are.  In the middle of each board there was a ring of gold, so that when the boards were set up there was a bar that again was made of wood covered in gold.  The bar was fed all the way through the ring on one board and then through that on the next board and the next, and joined them all together.  That is like Romans 12.  This all sounds very good, but the Levites were putting this tabernacle together in the wilderness, and while we may think of the wilderness, the desert, as being nice and flat, it was not!  It would be uneven; they would stand the boards up and sometimes one board would not be in line with the others, and sometimes we find that, beloved brethren.  We find that sometimes we have to work in patience to be adjusted so that the bar can be put through.  The bar would suggest the uniting bond of the Spirit.  Are we ready for that, beloved?  Are we ready for all that is involved in providing for the house of God in the wilderness?  How are we going to do it?  
Paul says, “Ye know how I was with you”.  It is a simple word, but I commend it to the brethren.  The model, the pattern, is the walk of Jesus.  May we be encouraged for His name’s sake. 
Address at Grimsby
5 October 2019
 
 
Ron D Plant
 
 



Scripture references

Acts 20:17-37 (JND) [17] But from Miletus having sent to Ephesus, he called over [to him] the elders of the assembly. [18] And when they were come to him, he said to them, *Ye* know how I was with you all the time from the first day that I arrived in Asia, [19] serving the Lord with all lowliness, and tears, and temptations, which happened to me through the plots of the Jews; [20] how I held back nothing of what is profitable, so as not to announce [it] to you, and to teach you publicly and in every house, [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. [22] And now, behold, bound in my spirit *I* go to Jerusalem, not knowing what things shall happen to me in it; [23] only that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and tribulations await me. [24] But I make no account of [my] life [as] dear to myself, so that I finish my course, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God. [25] And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom [of God], shall see my face no more. [26] Wherefore I witness to you this day, that I am clean from the blood of all, [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God. [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own. …

John 1:35-42 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour. [40] Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard [this] from John and followed him. [41] He first finds his own brother Simon, and says to him, We have found the Messias (which being interpreted is Christ). [42] And he led him to Jesus. Jesus looking at him said, Thou art Simon, the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas (which interpreted is stone).

1 Thessalonians 4:1 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more.

Romans 12:4-21 (JND) [4] For, as in one body we have many members, but all the members have not the same office; [5] thus we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and each one members one of the other. [6] But having different gifts, according to the grace which has been given to us, whether [it be] prophecy, [let us prophesy] according to the proportion of faith; [7] or service, [let us occupy ourselves] in service; or he that teaches, in teaching; [8] or he that exhorts, in exhortation; he that gives, in simplicity; he that leads, with diligence; he that shews mercy, with cheerfulness. [9] Let love be unfeigned; abhorring evil; cleaving to good: [10] as to brotherly love, kindly affectioned towards one another: as to honour, each taking the lead in paying it to the other: [11] as to diligent zealousness, not slothful; in spirit fervent; serving the Lord. [12] As regards hope, rejoicing: as regards tribulation, enduring: as regards prayer, persevering: [13] distributing to the necessities of the saints; given to hospitality. [14] Bless them that persecute you; bless, and curse not. [15] Rejoice with those that rejoice, weep with those that weep. …

Acts 18 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade. …

1 Corinthians 15:32 (JND) [32] If, [to speak] after the manner of man, I have fought with beasts in Ephesus, what is the profit to me if [those that are] dead do not rise? let us eat and drink; for to-morrow we die.

Acts 19:14 (JND) [14] And there were certain [men], seven sons of Sceva, Jewish high priest, who were doing this.

Titus 2:10 (JND) [10] not robbing [their masters], but shewing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the teaching which [is] of our Saviour God in all things.

Acts 8:3 (JND) [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Acts 26:10 (JND) [10] Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote.

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

Acts 6:15 (JND) [15] And all who sat in the council, looking fixedly on him, saw his face as [the] face of an angel.

Acts 7:60 (JND) [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 22:20 (JND) [20] and when the blood of thy witness Stephen was shed, I also myself was standing by and consenting, and kept the clothes of them who killed him.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.

John 4:4 (JND) [4] And he must needs pass through Samaria.

John 5:6 (JND) [6] Jesus seeing this [man] lying [there], and knowing that he was [in that state] now a great length of time, says to him, Wouldest thou become well?

1 Thessalonians 1:3 (JND) [3] remembering unceasingly your work of faith, and labour of love, and enduring constancy of hope, of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father;

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

2 Corinthians 12:15 (JND) [15] Now *I* shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved.

Acts 22:3 (JND) [3] *I* am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, educated according to [the] exactness of the law of [our] fathers, being zealous for God, as *ye* are all this day;

Philippians 3:8 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ;

Philippians 3:10 (JND) [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death,

Galatians 6:17 (JND) [17] For the rest let no one trouble me, for *I* bear in my body the brands of the Lord Jesus.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Acts 17:24 (JND) [24] The God who has made the world and all things which are in it, *he*, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands,

1 Peter 2:4-5 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …
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THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE
Jeremiah 12:5;  Luke 23:39-43;  Acts 3:14-16;
Romans 8:12-17
It would be right to say, beloved hearers, that the background to the glad tidings being preached is God’s feelings for humanity.  That would be the background to it.  His feelings for humanity are the great basis on which He keeps the door, the gospel door, open for men, for He is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance”, 2 Pet.3:9.
God could have considered for the affections of His beloved Son and closed the dispensation by now.  He could have said, ‘My Son has waited long enough for His millennial glory.  He has waited long enough for what is rightly His, but in my consideration for humanity I will keep the gospel door open’.  And so there is another preaching tonight, beloved hearers.  It must grieve the heart of God when He sees humanity, the human race, in such straits morally and materially.  What anomalies there are in the whole present system of things – a world abounding with plenty of resources of every kind, yet men and women and children often lack the necessities of life, and in some cases do not have the money to pay for them even if they were available.  Side by side you have that enormous wealth, all the resources of the sea and the land and the air, and yet humanity is in dire straits.
What I wanted to speak about tonight, beloved hearers, are the necessities of life.  I am not speaking of the necessities of life as men speak of them, things that could be purchased if you had sufficient money to buy them.  No.  The necessities of life as we would unfold them in the glad tidings are what in God’s mind are needed by every man, woman and child so that they can live life to the full in the enjoyment of God’s love.
Now the first necessity that men have is their need for a Saviour.  I think that stands out above everything else in this poor world.  What men and women need is a Saviour.  That is a necessity.  It is a great need of every human heart tonight – the need for a Saviour.  Have we all got Him?  Have we all got Him?  Oh, how good it is if we have felt in our lifetimes that need for a Saviour, when we were touched in our consciences by the word of God and we felt we needed a Saviour.  Have you known Him?  Have you all proved the love of Jesus as a Saviour for you?  You need Him in your life, and you will need Him at the end of your life.  That was why I read this passage in Jeremiah; “how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?”.  Beloved hearers, can you face death without a Saviour?  Could you?  How will you do in the swelling of the Jordan?  You know, when you reach your deathbed, your paramount need will be for a Saviour.  Your paramount need will be assurance that your soul is safe in the hands of Jesus.  
I am often struck with this verse and I have quoted it often.  I used to quote it ‘what shall you do in the swelling of the Jordan’?  But it does not say that.  It says “how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?”.  You might say, ‘I will fight it.  I will fight death’.  Older persons amongst us who have done a little evangelical work in their lifetimes have visited sickbeds, the sickbeds of sinners with eternity in front of them, and found them battling, battling the swelling of the Jordan without a Saviour – without a Saviour.  “How wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?”.  Your peace, your safely, your eternal rest can be safe in the hands of Jesus.  His precious blood has met every claim and if you have Him as your Saviour, you can pass through death in the blessed assurance that you will be with Him, that blessed Saviour.  Oh, you need a Saviour!  Let me impress that upon you.  In the swelling of the Jordan, you need this Saviour because there is no one else who can meet your need at that time.  Even the stoutest infidel, even the most confirmed agnostic, has had to confess, when they feel the waters of Jordan lapping about their feet, that they need a Saviour.  They do need a Saviour, and so do we all.
So in Luke 23 you find the swelling of the Jordan.  Let me speak of my Saviour.  The Jordan, which represents the power of death, could not submerge Him, beloved hearers.  When the Lord Jesus entered into the Jordan, He came out a Victor, a glorious Victor, a Victor over death.  That is what He did.  Here He is in the swelling of the Jordan, and there were two men beside Him in the swelling of the Jordan.  One malefactor cast reproaches on Jesus.  That is what he was doing in the swelling of the Jordan.  But what does the other malefactor say to him?  “Dost thou too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? and we indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done”.  It is as if he was saying to that man, ‘Are you not afraid of the Jordan when it reaches you?’.  He was really saying to this thief, ‘How shall ye then do in the swelling of the Jordan?’.  Then he said to Jesus, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  Oh, he knew what to do in the swelling of Jordan, did he not?  That man had some sense of who the blessed Saviour was when he said “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”: he knew that he was by the side of the Victor.  That is what he knew by a touch of faith in his soul.  I do not know how, but this malefactor knew that the Person who was there on the cross, hanging there, was the Victor.  Outwardly there was no sign of it, no evidence of who Jesus was, but some light streamed into that man’s soul at that dark moment when the Jordan was swelling, and he said “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”. 
So, beloved hearers, what this passage brings out is the need, the need, for a personal transaction with Jesus – the absolute need of it.  This man might have missed the opportunity if that light had not shone in his soul.  In other gospels, it appears that the two malefactors were lost, but it is in keeping with Luke’s gospel that the light of God would shine in that man’s soul at this critical moment and give him the light of Christ as the Victor.  That is what I want to stress.  The light of the Victor over death was seen there at that moment as they hung on these crosses together.  I think, beloved hearers, that God sometimes puts us through crises in our lives; soul crises and perhaps circumstantial crises.  But we can know the one thing that is absolutely needful, and we have to come to it for ourselves, and that is to have a personal link with Jesus.  Everything else is of relatively little value.  That is the case, you know.  We may pass through sorrows and sometimes misunderstanding on the part of those who are near and dear to us, we may go through deep waters, but the strength of your personal link with Jesus is the one thing you need at that critical time.
That was this man here.  He did not cry for help from the crowd around him.  He said, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  And the Lord Jesus said, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  Now that is a beautiful touch; it is like the Lord saying to the thief, ‘If you need me, I need you’.  “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  You know, the Lord needs you.  You need Him but He needs you.  “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  There were bound to be, shall I say, myriads with the Lord in paradise but He wanted this one man there with him to satisfy His need.  It was a divine necessity – the Lord’s need.  So He said “To-day”.  Would it be in the future? a hundred years hence? or a thousand years hence?  No, He says as it were, ‘I want you today’.  That is the triumph of grace.
The other necessity that I want to speak of from this passage in the Acts of the Apostles is the need for faith in a risen and glorified Christ.  That was why we sang that hymn (Hymn 404) referring to ‘In the glory’ and ‘By the glory’.  Peter said, “But ye denied the holy and righteous one, and asked that a man that was a murderer should be granted to you; but the originator of life ye slew, whom God raised from among the dead, whereof we are witnesses.  And, by faith in his name, his name has made this man strong”.  Now what Peter was saying to those he was speaking to was, ‘It was not me’.  It was not Peter who made that man strong.  It was not the preacher – it is never the preacher!  It was in the Name of the One in whom this man had faith, “by faith in his name”.  Oh for faith in a glorified risen Man up there in the glory; it is absolutely needful if you want to know something of the blessing that is in the heart of God.  Peter said about this man, “by faith in his name, his name has made this man strong whom ye behold and know; and the faith which is by him has given him this complete soundness in the presence of you all”.  
May I press upon us all the need for faith in a risen Christ, the need for faith in a glorified Christ, the need for faith in a coming Christ.  The need for faith is an absolute necessity if you are to prosper in your spiritual life in any way.  If you have not that, you will miss the living experience of your Saviour day by day, a Man you can speak to, a Man you can commune with, a Man you can go to with your sorrows, a Man you can go to with your joys.  He is there in heaven to faith.  Beloved brethren, can any of you imagine a day when you never thought of Jesus?  Could you?  Are any of us so cold and so distant that we have let a day pass and we never thought of Jesus, never thought of the Man up there, never thought of our Priest, our Friend, our Advocate.  You say ‘I cannot see him’.  No, you cannot see Him, but He is there by faith.  The power of faith pierces the distance, pierces the clouds that surround human life, and takes account of the Man up there in whom all power is available to the believer.
In this materialistic age, believers need a living link with the Man in the glory, a daily contact, communing with Him, speaking to Him, and ministering to the joy that is in His heart.  So remember – it is faith, “faith in his name”, and that power comes into your soul by which you find deliverance from this scene around you.  It says of this man that he leaped; he stood and walked and entered with them into the temple, “walking, and leaping, and praising God”.  I think that that is normal Christianity.  We sometimes speak of this incident as if it was something extraordinary.  But the real effect of apprehending the Man in glory and the power of His name is that you are filled with holy joy and satisfaction, more than anything else that this world can give. 
Now I could not possibly speak of the necessities of life without referring to the Spirit.  The Spirit is the necessity for a believer and of course when that thought comes into your mind, you automatically turn to this scripture in Romans 8.  It has been so often said that thirteen times in this chapter there is a reference to the Holy Spirit, as if God is saying, ‘He is absolutely necessary for you’.  The Holy Spirit is the prime necessity in your spiritual life.  If you do not have the Holy Spirit, you will lack something.  If you are not giving place to the Spirit, you will lack something.  If you do not know the power of the Spirit, you will lack something.  The apostle makes reference thirteen times to various aspects of the Holy Spirit’s service, as if to say, ‘Here is a Person, a glorious Person, who can fill every need of your heart’.  Paul says here, “So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh …”.  We are not in debt to the flesh.  Why should we be?  Then he says, “for if ye live according to flesh, ye are about to die; but if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live”.  If you are going to live, then live this life to the full.  Men and women today regard certain things as necessary.  A neighbour said to us recently that two sunshine holidays a year are absolutely necessary.  Why two sunshine holidays a year?  You can live in the sunshine all the time, beloved hearers!  That is what Christianity is; you are in the sunshine all the time because by the Spirit of God you are not a debtor.  You are not in debt, you are not in need.  You have ample resource in all things and so Paul says “as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”. 
I had been thinking about this meeting, about the necessities of life, and there was a reference in thanksgiving this morning to ‘heaven’s choicest store’ (Hymn 135).  That is more than the necessities of life.  You need a Saviour, you need faith, you need the Lord, you need the Spirit – yes.  But God in His wondrous grace has wonderful thoughts for us.  When David took Mephibosheth up to Jerusalem, he did not say to Mephibosheth, ‘If you come up to Jerusalem, I will see you get enough bread, I will see you get enough water’.  Ah, that was not David.  David says ‘I am not just going to give you the necessities of life’, he said “thou shalt eat bread at my table continually”, 2 Sam.9:7.  That is heaven’s choicest store!  When Mephibosheth sat down at David’s table, he would say, ‘What a change from Lodebar!’.  In principle, he would say, ‘Am I not glad I was converted!  Am I not glad I got the Spirit!  Am I not glad that I know Jesus on high!’.  He would say that, would he not?  Here it is, beloved hearers; heaven’s choicest store – “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God.  And if children, heirs also: heirs of God, and Christ’s joint heirs; if indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified with him”.
There are many believers in this world in other countries, and some perhaps do not have enough money to pay for the basic necessities of life.  Perhaps they cannot buy two or three pounds of rice or bread, but as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, they are heirs of God.  You might say, ‘Well, that will not fill an empty stomach’.  It may not, but many a beloved saint of God has been sustained in hope, joy and peace despite years of privation and suffering because of the sense of the goodness and the blessing of being placed before God in sonship, and all that they were going to enjoy eternally with Christ.  Heaven’s choicest store, beloved hearers, is available tonight.  Could this poor world have any attraction for you?  Could it?  Do you really value these divine blessings?  I would appeal to you.  I would appeal to all of us here tonight.  There may be things that we regard as indispensable, just to make us comfortable, for easy living.  How much better to have the eternal riches, the blessings that come to us in this time of Christianity when God is pouring out His best.  He is pouring out His best as the translation of the church to be with Christ draws near.
May we all prove it for His name’s sake.  Amen.  
 
Gospel preaching, Edinburgh
7 February 1993
 
 
Willie Dickson
 
 



Scripture references

Jeremiah 12:5 (JND) [5] If thou hast run with footmen, and they have wearied thee, how wilt thou then contend with horses? And if in a land of peace thou thinkest thyself in security, how wilt thou then do in the swelling of the Jordan?

Luke 23:39-43 (JND) [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Acts 3:14-16 (JND) [14] But *ye* denied the holy and righteous one, and asked that a man [that was] a murderer should be granted to you; [15] but the originator of life ye slew, whom God raised from among [the] dead, whereof *we* are witnesses. [16] And, by faith in his name, his name has made this [man] strong whom ye behold and know; and the faith which is by him has given him this complete soundness in the presence of you all.

Romans 8:12-17 (JND) [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh; [13] for if ye live according to flesh, ye are about to die; but if, by the Spirit, ye put to death the deeds of the body, ye shall live: [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God. [15] For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. [16] The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God. [17] And if children, heirs also: heirs of God, and Christ's joint heirs; if indeed we suffer with [him], that we may also be glorified with [him].

2 Peter 3:9 (JND) [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

2 Samuel 9:7 (JND) [7] And David said to him, Fear not; for I will certainly shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.
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EXTRACT – NEARNESS TO CHRIST
… We thankfully accept as divine light what has been made known to us, and no doubt hold it as a matter of faith, but the Lord would exercise our hearts that we might have it more consciously in a sense of personal nearness to Him. I have in mind the sense of nearness that can be enjoyed in the assembly. It is most important that we should understand that our relations with Christ are on the footing that He has entered into His glory … we need to know with personal affection that our links are with Christ as having entered into His glory. The eyes of the disciples were holden so as not to know Him. Often it is thus with us. We may have precious ministry which makes our hearts glow within us; we may enjoy the Scriptures, and being together, and the breaking of bread -- we may have all that, and yet no personal recognition of Himself as near to us. But He wants us to enter into this, and particularly in the assembly
In Luke 24, we see the service of the Lord in grace to educate and adjust disciples, so that they might be prepared for a manifestation. They were not ready when He joined them, their eyes were holden. No manifestation is given except to those prepared for it. He went over the whole scope of the Scriptures in reference to Himself, and so moved their hearts. They had known Him as in death, and their hearts were very sad, though they need not have been.
The Scriptures and His own words would have kept them from being downcast. Mary of Bethany was not with them, and I can hardly think that she was downcast, for she had learned Him as the resurrection and the life. They were out of the secret, and how often we are out of the secret of God's mind. But He ministered to them until their whole hearts wished to have it. He warms our hearts so that we want Himself. Do we want Himself? It is precious to hear of Him and His glory, but all is granted that we should want Himself. "It is I myself" -- that is what He wants to bring us to. Hearts that want Him will get Him, and the moment was reached when He sat down at their table and the blessed touch was given to them that manifested Himself to them.  
When the Lord took the bread and blessed it, and broke it, and gave it to them, they recognised Him. It was not now facts about Him, but Himself. The bread He broke represented the new condition into which He had come through death. It is death viewed from that standpoint; that is, as His way into His glory. The fact that He broke the bread and put it into their hands suggested a new condition of manhood into which He had entered through death, and His giving it into their hands suggested that they were to have part in that kind of humanity. Whether they be few or many, there are moments in privilege and blessing when we realise that we have part in His risen life, we are of that order of humanity into which He entered in resurrection. His giving the bread to them was an indication that they were to partake of the same order of life in which He was as risen. The other disciples were confounded and frightened when He came, but I can hardly think that those two were affrighted.
They had learnt the wondrous lesson that they had a part with Him in the new order of humanity in which He was as the risen One. It is a sorrowful thing that thousands of lovers of Christ have never learnt this lesson. They think of His life on earth and of His death as making atonement, and they believe in the fact of His resurrection, but Himself as risen they do not know, still less that they have part in His life as risen. But He comes to His own to give us consciousness that we are of His order of manhood, and that we can be near to Him without the slightest sense of disparity.
His disappearing from the two disciples was as much as to say, 'If you want more of Me, you must find it at Jerusalem'. And so He gives us personal touches in order to bring us to the assembly -- He makes His saints conscious that they have part in His life, and so are suitable to be led into all those thoughts of divine love that are known in the assembly.
We may enjoy ministry, but something more than that is needed to satisfy the heart of Christ. It is the consciousness of His personal nearness, so that He is known by those who have part in His own life.
From C A Coates Vol.31 pp.240,241
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Edited and published monthly by John Brown and Paul Martin
 
Additional copies are available, free of charge, by emailing 
notesofministry@virginmedia.com
or paul@nofm.co.uk

36 Laverock Park Linlithgow EH49 6AT
 
Printed by Crystal Print, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ



Scripture references

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …



Notes

[←1]
 J Taylor Vol.11 pp.130,131



[←2]
 F E Raven Vol.9 p.1
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