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A PERFECT WORK

J. N. Grace 

John 19: 30; Revelation 22: 17; 2 Timothy 4: 6, 7 

I wish from these three simple passages of Scripture to convey a word of comfort to all of us in this room; but I also want to convey a word to every lover of Christ, to strengthen their faith at a time when the faith is being given up, because we are in the presence of the body of one who is now with the Lord, but who has finished her course, as Paul did. 

We sang in our hymn about a perfect work. Thank God, there is one Man who has done a perfect, complete work in this world where men have failed, where you and I have failed, and where every institution of God has been broken in upon by the devil, where there are broken promises, broken homes, and broken hearts. There is one Man who has been in this world and completed a perfect work which stands in relation to the whole of humanity. The whole  question of the intrusion of sin and its effect has been met by one perfect work, thank God!—and not only sin as it affects humanity, but as it affects the glory of God, because the blood of His cross is the means by which everything in heaven and on earth will be reconciled to God. 

What Christ has done is not only for our blessing and salvation, but for the glory of God. So that Jesus, ere He died, said, “It is finished”. As to the work that had been given Him to do by His Father He could say, “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it” (John 17: 4); every item finished, and no man or any other created being can add to or take away from the finished work of Jesus. 

If there is any one in this room into whose heart the devil would instil some doubt as to the Person or work of Christ, let me point you to a Man in glory whose work has been finished. 

He has been rejected by this world and has been accepted by the Father. There has been a demonstration of this in Christ’s going to the Father, and of the millions of men that have died there is one Man whose grave is empty, and He has gone into conditions of finality, final conditions of glory. Even His body, we are told, is a body of glory. So every lover of Christ should understand that is a sure thing, and that you and I, as believers, will be there presently too on the basis of the finished work of Jesus, that neither you nor any other man had anything to do with. It was finished by Christ alone upon the cross. Oh, put your faith, and strengthen your faith, in the work of Christ! 

When He went on high the first thing He did was to pour out the Holy Spirit, which means that there is now here, despite this present world of lawlessness, another divine Person, whose title is the Comforter, a wonderful title to lay hold of in faith. I want to strengthen your faith in Christ and His work; I want to strengthen your faith in the Holy Spirit and what He is doing because, being a divine Person, being God, His work will be as complete as the work of Christ. That is why I read that passage at the end of the Bible, “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”. What He is doing is taking men and blessing them in the power of the glad tidings, because He was sent from heaven in view of the preaching of the glad tidings; but more than that, persons who are taken up in the glad tidings He is forming after Christ and fitting them into a vessel which is spoken of in Scripture as His body and His bride. Where I read at the end of Revelation the work is completed, and it will be as perfect and complete as the work of Christ—a wonderful thing that. Now what I am saying is early brought before us by the Spirit of God in type in Genesis. If you read Genesis 22 and Genesis 24, one speaks typically of the perfect, finished work of Christ, and the other speaks of the perfect, finished work of the Spirit in bringing Rebecca to Isaac. 

Now I come to the third scripture, and that speaks of what the Spirit is doing in individuals today. He is here; the Spirit of God is here, not in cathedrals, not in this hall, but in the hearts of the lovers of Christ; that is where He is indwelling. If you are a lover of Christ, if you have obeyed the gospel, and received the Spirit, have faith that the work of the Spirit will be completed in you. It has been completed in our sister; that is why the Lord came for her. As our brother remarked in his prayer, she is asleep through Jesus. That means it is the  instrumentality of One who loved her that has put her to sleep, because the work of the Spirit has been completed. We are “the living, who remain” (1 Thessalonians 4: 15), and if we remain until the coming of the Lord the final touch of the Spirit with us will be the change of our bodies. Wonderful thing! According to the scripture in Romans 8: 11 our bodies will be quickened “on account of his Spirit which dwells in you”. How assuring that is as to the work of the Spirit. 

Paul was a man whose eye was on Christ, who made room and scope for the Spirit in his life, and he did not die in weakness, he finished his course. It was not that his time ebbed out in that sense; he says, “the time of my release is come. I have combated the good combat”. 

There is only one good combat, and Paul says, ‘I am in that’. He says, “I have kept the faith”, and he finished his course (Acts 20: 24). He finished it—a wonderful thing to think of, that a man could say that, a man who had been the most inveterate enemy of Christ, a persecutor of the assembly, and yet at the end of his course there is no weakness. His sins, his failures, they were all gone in the perfect work of Christ, and the Spirit was now completing His work, and Paul had so given scope to the Spirit that he could say, “I have finished the race”. 

Now that raises the question as to how we are going to finish. How are we going to finish our course? Because you do not know, it might be today, it might be tomorrow, but our course will be finished. Let us finish our course with committal to Christ and to the Spirit. Look then, every lover of Christ, listen! There is no change in Christ, not one bit of change in Jesus. He remains “the same, yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come”, Hebrews 13: 8. 

There is no change in the Spirit of God, He remains, and His work in the assembly will be carried through to completion for the heart of Christ. The change is in you and me. There is no change in the gospel. The gospel, when it came from Christ in glory, as given to us by Paul, was designed for the conditions in which you and I are in 1982. Whatever the difficulties of your life, the failures of your life, and everything connected with the problems of the world, the gospel has not had to be changed one iota; it stands; it cannot be added to nor taken from, it is the work of God. You are to have faith in the glad tidings; the Lord says that—“Believe in the glad tidings”, Mark 1: 15. If you give way to Christ, your last days will be the best you have ever enjoyed on earth, as with our sister. She has had her ups and downs, she has had her suffering, but our sister would have wanted us to eulogise Christ, and the perfect work of the Spirit. 

Now, what about the change with you? You say, I am disturbed about the condition of things in the world, and all the division in the churches. But, friend, look away from yourself. You say, I am not equal to anything. Look away from it all to Christ. Get your eye on Christ. That is what Scripture says—“We all, looking on the glory of the Lord ... are transformed ... by the Lord the Spirit”, 2 Corinthians 3: 18. All you have to do is to keep your eye on Christ, and the Spirit will do the changing. Is that not good? God is not expecting anything of you. All He is expecting from you is to come under the authority and the influence of Christ’s love and keep your eye on Him. People you have trusted have let you down; things that you have trusted have let you down; get your eye on Christ and you will find you will begin to change,  and the final change in relation to that will be that you will be conformed to Christ, even to His body of glory. 

Well, may your faith be strengthened. Whoever you are, come under the influence of the love of Christ. The end is assured, but why wait for the end when the whole of what is available is in the assembly, in the presence and power of the Spirit, and can be worked out now? Our sister found her way back into the testimony in a very full way in 1978. I have known her since then in a fuller way. She had proved that everything connected with the privileges and joys of assembly life can be enjoyed now because of the presence here of the Spirit of God. 

To say anything else would detract from the glory of the Holy Spirit. It can be worked out in the twos and threes that the Lord refers to in His word in Matthew 18, looking right down to where we are in 1982. 

So take courage, dear believer, take courage, because the work of Christ is complete and perfect, and has taken account of the whole of mankind from the beginning of man’s history right to the end. It is all accounted for in the death of Christ. Whether men get the gain of it is another matter, but He “gave himself a ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2: 6), and that just means all, so it is available for you; the perfect work of Jesus stands available for you, and the presence and perfect operations of the Spirit, dear friend, are right here, available for you to experience in your own heart. If the Spirit has come into your heart and indwells you, learn to make room for the Spirit and have faith in Him, and keep looking on the glory of the Lord, and you will find the change will come about in your life, and your last days, like our sister’s, will be your brightest and your best. Amen. 

 


Scripture references

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

2 Timothy 4:6-7 (JND) [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

1 Thessalonians 4:15 (JND) [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep;

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

Acts 20:24 (JND) [24] But I make no account of [my] life [as] dear to myself, so that I finish my course, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God.

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

Mark 1:15 (JND) [15] and saying, The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has drawn nigh; repent and believe in the glad tidings.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;



FAITHFULNESS TO GOD

A.L. Forrest 

Malachi 2: 1, 4–8; 3: 16–18 

This is a remarkable prophecy, coming at the end of a previous dispensation, and in it God gives us the feelings of His heart about persons who are faithful to Him. In the second chapter He is speaking to those who had the official place of caring for His name and His interests in that day, the priests. But they had gone astray. He has to speak to them in a very severe way, even speaking of bringing a curse upon them (Malachi 2: 2). Now that is a very solemn matter and God would in it instruct us as to the present position, where what outwardly and publicly would profess to stand for Christ is in failure and breakdown, in ruin, where Christians are divided, where persons who claim the name of Christ are not faithful to His name. But in speaking to these priests God goes back to the very beginning of that dispensation, and He remembers. 

It is a wonderful thing that God remembers things. He will go back to the very beginning and remember what was there. He will go back to the very beginning of our lives; if there has been any committal to His name, if there was any faithfulness at all in our lives, He will go back to that; He will not forget it. 

So He goes back here to a time when Levi stood true to His name. There was a challenge by the enemy to the rights of God and Levi stood true. Moses said, “He that is for Jehovah, let him come to me” (Exodus 32: 26) and Levi came forward at considerable cost to that tribe. 

They did not regard their natural feelings; they did what, naturally, they would rather not have done; they did it in faithfulness to the name of God. So when God is speaking of the failure at the end of that dispensation He goes back and says, ‘I remember that; I have not forgotten what Levi did, I have not forgotten the covenant I made with him; I carry that all forward in My heart’. 

Jehovah says, “Ye are departed out of the way”. I wonder with how many of us, beloved, decline has come into our lives. I think our beloved sister finished on the brightest note, and it is a wonderful thing to finish your life on the brightest note. So it was as if God looked on Israel in that day to see if there was anything that was like that which he had found in Levi. 

In Malachi 3 there were some who bore that character. They were not persons who were publicly accredited; they had no ecclesiastical standing; but they were persons who were faithful to the name of God. It says, “they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another”. 

What it must have been to the heart of God after all that history of Israel’s failure and breakdown to find that there were persons even in that dark and difficult day who feared Jehovah and thought upon His name. It says, “Jehovah observed it, and heard”. I think God has been watching our sister. He observed what was there for Himself. She was faithful; she had tests—at one time, she told me, the world and the pleasures of this world bid high for her. She gave it up for Christ. At other times difficulties and crises came into her life, when she had to make decisions whether she was going to stand in faithfulness to Christ. She stood faithfully. She died a person faithful to Christ. Oh that the end of every one of us may be like that! 

So it says, “Jehovah observed it and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name”. Let us make the experience of the death of our sister a turning point in our lives, when we commit ourselves to the interests of Christ here, stand faithful to His name, and speak often together. God loves to see His own gathered together, speaking often one to another, speaking the language of heaven upon earth in a day of brokenness and difficulty, unacknowledged by men, as I said, with no ecclesiastical standing, but faithful to God. He says, “They shall be unto me a peculiar treasure”. I think there is something very delightful to the heart of God in simple, faithful Christians who are prepared, at any cost, to stand for the Lord’s rights here. So He says, “They shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him”. Think of what it is to the heart of God to look down and find faithful persons. He has delighted in our sister. 

The Lord Jesus has taken her to be with 

 Himself; she has finished the course, finished it in faithfulness. She will have a crown of glory which the Lord Jesus shall give her in that day, a recompense for faithfulness. 

“And ye shall return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not”. We are in the pathway of responsibility; we are responsible to discern what is according to God and what is not. We have our lives to fill out; may we know what it is to fill them out as discerning between what is righteous and what is not, discerning what is due to God, and let us finish our course in faithfulness to the name of God, and to the name of Christ. 

 


Scripture references

Malachi 2:1-8 (JND) [1] And now, ye priests, this commandment is for you. [2] If ye do not hear, and if ye do not lay [it] to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith Jehovah of hosts, I will even send the curse among you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have already cursed them, because ye do not lay [it] to heart. [3] Behold, I will rebuke your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, the dung of your feasts; and they shall take you away with it. [4] And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. [5] My covenant with him was of life and peace, and I gave them to him that he might fear; and he feared me, and trembled before my name. [6] The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. [7] For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and at his mouth they seek the law; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts. [8] But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts.

Malachi 3:16-18 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. [18] And ye shall return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

Malachi 2:2 (JND) [2] If ye do not hear, and if ye do not lay [it] to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith Jehovah of hosts, I will even send the curse among you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have already cursed them, because ye do not lay [it] to heart.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Exodus 32:26 (JND) [26] And Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, He that is for Jehovah, [let him come] to me. And all the sons of Levi gathered to him.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Malachi 3 (JND) [1] Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord whom ye seek will suddenly come to his temple, and the Angel of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts. [2] But who shall endure the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? For he will be like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' lye. [3] And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness. …



WALKING IN TRUTH

T. L. Waite 

2 John 1–4 

John mentions in this epistle two women who were distinguished. The epistle is addressed to “the elect lady”. Not only was this lady elect, for election is one of the things that belong to all those who have part in the family of God, “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” (1 Peter 1: 2), a matter that goes right back before time and goes through into eternity, but I think the matter of election just shone out and distinguished her. If you had to do with her you would see that she was elect. 

Our sister told me of her early days. She had the favour of having godly parents and she made her father’s God her God. Scripture speaks of that—“This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father’s God, and I will extol him”, Exodus 15: 2. You see how faithfulness can be found in succeeding generations. It may not be, but it can be. It is not that, if we have not had the favour of believing parents, God may not grant it, for He is a blessed God and would have all brought into the greatest blessing and the greatest favour. 

Another thing I wish to say is that our sister loved the truth, and she studied the truth. Would that there were more who have love for the truth and are faithful to it. She tested things by the truth. This lovely letter from which we have read brings the two matters together, love and the truth. You may say, I have love, but if you are not walking in the truth to that extent you do not know love. The affinity our sister had with others was in the truth. John says, “The elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not I only but also all who have known the truth, for the truth’s sake”. The truth in this epistle particularly converges on the incarnation, “Jesus Christ coming in flesh”, and that in the setting of the most cunning deception, for John speaks of “many antichrists”. There are many deceivers in these days and in the midst of that there are women, and men too, who are loving the truth. It is a fine thing  to have that kind of contact with one another. May God help us to stand. We are speaking of things that stand, things that are going through. John speaks of those he loves “for the truth’s sake which abides in us and shall be with us”—How long?—“to eternity”. Death has nothing to do with this. While we feel the pressure of death here, the family of God is going through, the truth is going through, and what is being formed according to Christ is going through. 

Then John speaks of the children of the elect lady. Our sister did not have children in the natural sense, but if I could speak by way of application, the Lord now raises the question, ‘Who is going to fill the gap that has been left in the ranks?’ Scripture speaks of those who are baptised for the dead (1 Corinthians 15: 29), which means ‘in place of the dead’. Who is going to fill the ranks here? Her children. It is for you and me now to step out with some moral worth, in some correspondence with the truth, and walk in the truth, to fill the gap our sister’s departure has left. So may Christ be glorified, as He has been in what our sister represented, and the way she finished her course. 

Words at the burial of Mrs. L. Renton, Auckland, N.Z.
23 February 1982 

 


Scripture references

2 John 1:1-4 (JND) [1] The elder to [the] elect lady and her children, whom *I* love in truth, and not *I* only but also all who have known the truth, [2] for the truth's sake which abides in us and shall be with us to eternity. [3] Grace shall be with you, mercy, peace from God [the] Father, and from [the] Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. [4] I rejoiced greatly that I have found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received commandment from the Father.

1 Peter 1:2 (JND) [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

Exodus 15:2 (JND) [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him.

1 Corinthians 15:29 (JND) [29] Since what shall the baptised for the dead do if [those that are] dead rise not at all? why also are they baptised for them?



ENHANCEMENT OF GATHERINGS BY THE SISTERHOOD

N. T. Meek 

John 12: 1–3; Revelation 21: 9 

I think we all felt that the hymn sung at the commencement of this meeting (Hymn 56) immediately engaged us with the Lord and liberated our souls and spirits. I noticed that this hymn was written by a sister and my thoughts turned to how the presence and working of the sisterhood can enhance an occasion like this. 

It must be easy for sisters, since they do not speak or teach in our gatherings, to accept a very passive role at these times. But in fact they, and we all, have the capacity by the Spirit to enhance any occasion of gathering, as Mary does in John 12. At that occasion the Lord was being provided for; they made Him a supper; all was well. But, above this, Mary brings in what is special. Her love for Christ, her treasured impression of Him, the substance she had acquired—represented in the ointment of pure nard—found release, and the occasion was greatly enhanced thereby. I ask, as coming to a meeting—Am I content to contribute only the minimum, or will I go further? In one sense my very presence at a gathering is pleasing to the Lord, but it is no more than He is entitled to expect; it is the least I can do. Will my love for Him provide more? Can I bring in some substance to enhance the occasion? Scripture speaks, in another connection, of a sister who,  when asked for water, brought out milk and cream (see Judges 5: 25). I cite the reference only because the idea of her rising above the minimum requested is suggested in it. 

Does my appreciation of the Lord Jesus rise above the regular expressions I am wont to use? Can I bring into an occasion what positively enhances it? Brothers and sisters alike have this opportunity and privilege, but I stress that the sisters, in silent contribution and presence, can peculiarly enrich an occasion. One has often felt that the presence of sisters, faithfully supporting the gathering, is a substantial asset in itself. But do I in my spirit and thoughts, and in the outgoing of affection, and involvement in what is proceeding, bring in this kind of enhancing element that invests the occasion with a special character? In John 12 the house was filled with the odour of the ointment following the service, apparently unspoken, of a sister. 

Revelation 21: 9 gives us a description of the holy city in its millennial glory. It is the assembly administratively, and it is clear that the universe itself will be enhanced by its presence and working. The Lord, of course, will have His 

own place but the assembly is spoken of as His fulness (Ephesians 1: 23) and will diffuse and display His glory. So how enhanced the whole scene will be through the presence and function of the assembly then. May we be learning now in view of that day how to release, by spirit or word, impressions that enhance the glory of Christ. Where this is known a peculiarly blessed atmosphere will develop which will rest on the spirits of all who are gathered and will linger in our hearts and minds even when the occasion is over. 

Substance of word in meeting for ministry, Malvern
6 July 1982 

 


Scripture references

John 12:1-3 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Judges 5:25 (JND) [25] He asked water, she gave milk; In the nobles' bowl she brought forth cream.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

Ephesians 1:23 (JND) [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:



“GOD, BEING RICH IN MERCY”

A. E. Dunne 

Luke 15: 1–10; Ephesians 2: 1–7 

That summing up in Ephesians 2 of what God has done for the sinner is superb, is it not? 

Could you improve on the language or what the language speaks about? God being rich in mercy could not let His creature remain where he was—His helpless creature. It is a very precious part of the Bible where Paul so launches out into the deep waters of the great mercy of God. My purpose in this little word to you is to speak about two ways in which the sinner may be viewed. It is set forth in the parable of the sheep and the parable of the lost piece of money. In the case of the sheep it is marked by wandering, by self-will; it is active in lawlessness. The piece of money brings another view before us, that is, the sinner is dead; he is not moving at all; he is dead. There is no movement in a dead person; a dead person has no  feeling; all the faculties are gone. You may preach for all you are worth at a dead person with no result at all; there is no response in a dead person. The apostle tells us that in the scripture I read in Ephesians; he says, “and you, being dead in your offences”. What constitutes us dead is our sins; our very sins forbid our responding to God; they are prohibitive of an answer to Him or to the gospel message—dead in offences. The offences constitute the power that hinders you responding to the Lord Jesus. I think I spoke of sin last time as a seizing hold of the sinner by the devil. That is a serious thing; when we sin the devil touches us or grips us. 

Now I am suggesting to you sin in another view. It constitutes us unresponsive to God, and what the sinner needs in such a case is mercy, because you are ignorant, or I am ignorant, of what it is all going to lead to. In writing to Paul’s son in the faith, Timothy, Paul speaks of grace and mercy, two things. 

Now just to speak of mercy for the moment. Paul says he was shown mercy, because he did what he did ignorantly, in unbelief (see 1 Timothy 1: 13). It is like a man travelling in dangerous territory, perhaps at the top of a cliff, and moving straight to the cliff edge as if he does not know it is there. Mercy is needed in that case; mercy is granted in that case. I think all of us in our experience have to recognize that that is the truth. There was a time when we were not convicted of sin. I was in that state many, many years ago, I remember; I was not convicted of sin. I did not realize that sin, if not met by the blood of Jesus, would land me in hell, and nobody gets out of hell if he gets into it, and it is excruciating pain there, without a rebate; it is insufferable. That is the truth about hell. Therefore it is of great value that God is marked by mercy, and He knows that the way you are taking if not converted will lead to that awful place. So that it is the goodness of God that leads men to repentance; it is a kind thing on God’s part to bring about repentance. And in what does His kindness show itself often? In the severity of His dealings. I did not read the third parable, the son who went into the far country, but he got into a very bad way. He spent all that he had; every blessing that God gave him naturally he dissipated, but he began to be in want and then he went to feed swine. He was in very terrible circumstances, and God brought him into them; that was His kindness which led him to repentance. Because, you see, we may not think it kind of God to do certain things; it may look severe; but it is His kindness because He is looking to the final results; He wants to divert man from his purpose. 

Now to reverse the order in which I read, I speak of that side first, and it is represented in this coin that the woman lost. As I said, in the case of the sheep it is all activity (I will speak of that in a moment), but with the drachma there is no activity. It is lying there just dead in the dust of its own history, inert, not interested in being in circulation and being useful to God. It is only useful when in circulation, used to buy things with, to benefit by. So you get a man like John Mark. He was not useful, but he became useful. There was also the runaway slave, Onesimus, and he was unprofitable, useless to God, lying in the dust, but the Spirit of God found him, searched him out. God does not leave us alone. Let us each one look back on our lives. Can we not each one see something, at least one thing perhaps, that shows that God has not left us alone? He showed His mercy. This searching is of God. The point about this parable is that this woman searched and searched. The Spirit of God searches your heart; He is a Searcher; He is 

 a Convictor. In fact, the Lord Jesus thus spoke of the Spirit of God as coming here; He said He would bring demonstration to the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment (see John 16: 8). That does not mean that every creature, every human being, is actually converted, but that is the purpose of His presence, to convict of sin, and He does it. Is He not convicting us of sin? He searches, searches until He finds. He is doing this amongst men; He is searching, getting down to rock bottom with them, getting to their consciences. Nobody gets help without the conscience being reached. The Holy Spirit’s mission is thus to convict of sin. 

This woman is a type of that. She lost this piece of silver, and she was not content with not having it. I say to everyone here, God is not content with your being out of His favour. He is not content with your being out of circulation, out of testimony for Him. How blessed it is then that such a result comes about. She calls together the friends and neighbours, and she says, “I have found the drachma which I lost”—what joy! ‘Do you not appreciate how wonderful it is to me that I have got this coin back, that I have got this poor sinner back?’ 

Who are the friends and neighbours? Well, do you know the Lord uttered this parable to correct the antipathy of the Pharisees and the scribes to His receiving sinners and eating with them? They wanted to see sinners in hell really, to put it in that language. They did not care whether they went to the place of torment as long as they kept their own reputation right—awful thing! It is rampant today, is it not? So the Lord brings in this tripartite parable to correct that, and what was He saying? ‘Are you complaining about the pleasure I have in eating with sinners? God is on the same line; He is enjoying repenting sinners!’ He is. Who are those that notice this joy of God? The angels; they love to think of it. Sometimes we are allowed a little spiritual imagination. These great beings by legions are sent out for service, in constant activity and operation. But here is a sinner converted to God. What does God do? He calls them all in for a rally, to enjoy with Him the fact that one sinner has returned to Him. 

That is what it says. So God loves to find a response to the preaching of His word. 

The other case, which I have made second, is that of the sheep. The parable of the sheep represents a sinner who is active in self-will. The coin is one who is dead, unresponsive to God and needing mercy, but the sheep is active and moving further and further away in its wayward course. Now I will tell you an interesting thing in that regard that struck me today in reading this scripture in Ephesians, that once Paul says they were dead, “being dead”, he immediately says, “in which ye once walked”— walked—“according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience”. Whilst they were dead on the one hand, they were active on the other. So we come to the active side. The figure of sheep in Scripture is very interesting. There are quite a number of things said about the sheep and the shepherd in the Bible that illustrate various truths, and one thing about a lost sheep is this, solemn thought, it never returns on its own. It goes on, and on, and on, lost; it never returns; it has no instinct to return, and unless it is found it will be lost. What will happen to it at the end of the journey that it is on? It will fall into destruction. Now I believe this, the lost soul going on is bound for destruction. It may not  appear like this. The person described as the lost sheep is one who is having a great time in the world, pleasure upon 

pleasure, using all the resources possible to enjoy this life, but the scripture describes him as a lost sheep. 

But here again we have a saviour provided. The shepherd has ninety-nine called sheep. They are also called righteous; that is the way it is put. They may think they are righteous and are really not so, but that is not the point. There is one that is manifestly unrighteous and needs salvation, needs the forgiveness of sins. The shepherd proceeds to find it, and how can the shepherd find it? Well, he must take the same path the sheep has trodden, reach it in its danger, and suffer with it. That is what the Shepherd has done; it says, “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep”, John 10: 11. If the lost sheep gets into difficulty and danger, as we lost sinners have done, the only way we can be saved is by the Saviour taking the same place. He gave His life; He took our place as the Substitute for us and our sins. That is the way our active wills are met. The person who is active in self-will needs to turn from it, and this is what happens. But in this case you are, as a sinner, so fatigued, so affected by what you have been in, by the sinful career that you have been in, that you have to be carried back, and the Shepherd carries the sheep back on His shoulders. Then there is the Holy Spirit, another divine Person, who is given to us to comfort us through the rest of the journey. We have been so affected by sin and its consequences, and the troubles it has brought upon us, that a great deal needs to be done for us still after we have been saved initially. We need to be carried all the way home, that is until the time we die or the Lord comes. Is it not all very good? This is the gospel of God concerning His Son; it is His gospel; no other could provide a gospel like this—the gospel of God concerning His Son. 

Is it not very enjoyable? It is indeed! 

So you get these two sides, dead in trespasses and sins, and walking in waywardness; both are true, and God has taken account of the need from both points of view. Well, it is good to surrender to Him; it is good to have no will of your own, because the sheep brought back on the shepherd’s shoulders had no will of its own; it was being carried; it was not walking back; the will of another was determining the way it went. It was being carried on the shepherd’s shoulders, and it was the will of the shepherd that governed the way it was to go. So there it is, right from now on, from the day of your turning to the Lord Jesus until the end, you find power available to support you. Some may say, ‘I cannot think how I will fare’. I think it is most illogical that there are people who are concerned about their sins, but who wonder whether they will be able to live a Christian life. They have their friends; they have their workmates, schoolmates, or whatever it may be, and they feel that to live a Christian life is just too much for them. It is illogical to talk that way. We must be saved—there is no other name under heaven given amongst men whereby we must be saved. There is no alternative, logically speaking and morally speaking, but to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved thereby. That is my little message to you, and may God bless it to us all. 

Preaching at Londonderry
15 March 1981 

 


Scripture references

Luke 15:1-10 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, [4] What man of you having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness and go after that which is lost, until he find it? [5] and having found it, he lays it upon his own shoulders, rejoicing; [6] and being come to the house, calls together the friends and the neighbours, saying to them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep. [7] I say unto you, that thus there shall be joy in heaven for one repenting sinner, [more] than for ninety and nine righteous who have no need of repentance. [8] Or, what woman having ten drachmas, if she lose one drachma, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek carefully till she find it? [9] and having found it she calls together the friends and neighbours, saying, Rejoice with me, for I have found the drachma which I had lost. [10] Thus, I say unto you, there is joy before the angels of God for one repenting sinner.

Ephesians 2:1-7 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us, [5] (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, [7] that he might display in the coming ages the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

1 Timothy 1:13 (JND) [13] who before was a blasphemer and persecutor, and an insolent overbearing [man]: but mercy was shewn me because I did it ignorantly, in unbelief.

John 16:8 (JND) [8] And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

John 10:11 (JND) [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep:



MAINTAINING WHAT IS PRECIOUS TO CHRIST

C. A. Gray 

Genesis 12: 9–13; 20: 1–5; 26: 6–11 

It is remarkable that we get these three instances where one in a position of great privilege in principle denies the assembly. I feel it is a word to us to maintain what is precious to the heart of Christ until the moment of translation. It is to be the first consideration with us. It is in line with the Lord having the first place in all things that what is His chief interest might be continually and distinctively before us. In the first case in chapter 12 Abram denies Sarai his wife before the Egyptians, that is, before the world; in the second case it is before the Philistines and, remarkably, in the third case Isaac does exactly the same thing, and in the same place as in chapter 20 and to the same people. In each case there is damage to the testimony. Those of the world, we might say in principle, ask Abram why he had done this. I think there is a word to us in this. In the first two cases what Abraham said in regard of Sarah was half the truth, she was his half-sister. There was no such excuse in the instance of Isaac; he does not give any reason for it except, as in each of these instances, personal fear. 

I just feel, brethren, that it behoves us to view this in relation to what we were considering on Lord’s day, “Hold fast what thou hast”, Revelation 3: 11. The truth of the assembly, as our brother has just said in prayer, is of vital consequence to us; it is a most precious truth because it relates to what is for the satisfaction of the heart of Christ. 

It is our privilege to have it, but it is our responsibility to hold it, and I feel this aspect cannot be over-emphasised. It is a privilege which was not known by those of former dispensations; it is distinctive to the present time of the Spirit, and I believe there is distinctively a character of preciousness in these closing moments when we are waiting for the Lord to come to take the assembly to be with Himself. We all need to have that before us, and before us all the time. We know what is in view finally, what is to be for the glory of God—“To him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages”, Ephesians 3: 21. That is a very extensive thought—something beyond our capacity to comprehend in the present conditions in which we are. 

It is remarkable, too, that in the case of Abraham in the second instance he was at Gerar, which means, ‘place of sojourning’—and that is where we are now. It is a provisional condition of things; this is not our resting-place; what we have before us is God’s thoughts and purpose working out to finality. 

I feel the need of bringing this line before us because, as we have often observed, if the enemy is against anything he is against the assembly for Christ. So may we be helped in holding these thoughts in their preciousness. If such great men as Abraham and Isaac came  short in this respect, we certainly cannot elect ourselves out of the danger of denying or forgoing the truth of the assembly. It was not known, of course, in those days, but the principle of it applies to us now. 

Well, may the Lord help us to be vitally in these things. It is what the Spirit is seeking, and the distinctive character of the Spirit’s service, which has extended from Pentecost until now, is what is unified—the submergence in that sense of what is personal and the unifying of the personnel of the assembly. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Helston
18 May 1982




Scripture references

Genesis 12:9-13 (JND) [9] And Abram moved onward, going on still toward the south. [10] And there was a famine in the land. And Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was grievous in the land. [11] And it came to pass when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a woman fair to look upon. [12] And it will come to pass when the Egyptians see thee, that they will say, She is his wife; and they will slay me, and save thee alive. [13] Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister, that it may be well with me on thy account, and my soul may live because of thee.

Genesis 20:1-5 (JND) [1] And Abraham departed thence towards the south country, and dwelt between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned at Gerar. [2] And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister. And Abimelech the king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. [3] But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art [but] a dead man, because of the woman that thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. [4] But Abimelech had not come near her. And he said, Lord, wilt thou also kill a righteous nation? [5] Did he not say to me, She is my sister? and she, even she said, He is my brother. In the integrity of my heart and in the innocency of my hands have I done this.

Genesis 26:6-11 (JND) [6] And Isaac dwelt at Gerar. [7] And the men of the place asked about his wife. And he said, She is my sister; for he feared to say, my wife, [saying to himself,] Lest the men of the place slay me on account of Rebecca because she was fair in countenance. [8] And it came to pass when he had been there some time, that Abimelech the king of the Philistines looked out of the window, and saw, and behold, Isaac was dallying with Rebecca his wife. [9] Then Abimelech called Isaac, and said, Behold, she is certainly thy wife; and how saidst thou, She is my sister? and Isaac said to him, Because I said, Lest I die on account of her. [10] And Abimelech said, What is this thou hast done to us? But a little and one of the people might have lain with thy wife, and thou wouldest have brought a trespass on us. [11] And Abimelech charged all the people, saying, He that touches this man or his wife shall certainly be put to death.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).



MUSINGS





SHARING Two recent letters have given me an impression of the happy results of sharing spiritual things. It is one of our rich blessings that the Father has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light (Colossians 1: 12). This works out in many ways. If any one of us receives some spiritual touch there is all—round joy and benefit in sharing it. 

The first letter, from an elderly sister, said how cheered she had been by some jottings of a meeting sent to her by two schoolgirls. That illustrates the way we can refresh and enrich one another by passing on what we have ourselves enjoyed. 

The second letter was from a schoolboy, saying that he had been at a reading on Old Testament saints who, as pilgrims and sojourners, dwelt in tents, and that we were to be like them in a pious, unworldly walk. That letter gave a double joy—it was good to think of a boy enjoying such impressions, and then the line of thought itself was so helpful and healthy, because we tend to settle down here, whereas we should be passing through as strangers, our hearts and hopes elsewhere, because our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens (Philippians 3: 20), and our life is hid with the Christ in God (Colossians 3: 3). 

I just cite these examples to encourage us all to be actively on the line of sharing. That touch which helped and encouraged you will cheer someone else. And to young people who have pen-friends I would say, When writing just put in a little bit that you have enjoyed. It will spread the blessing. 

FCM 

 


Scripture references

Colossians 1:12 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light,

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,

Colossians 3:3 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.



EXTRACTS

The idea in Scripture connected with children seems to be always that of a company—‘we’ and ‘us’. It is not the idea of the privilege of an individual; it is the common privilege of a company, because the Spirit that bears witness that we are children of God is one Spirit—the same Spirit in all, and the effect of it is this—it of necessity leads to the assembly. It compels saints to come together. I cannot understand a person choosing isolation and talking of what he gets from the Lord at home. I am certain that person never enters into the privilege of being a child, because if he did, the craving of his soul would be to get into the company of the children. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol. 9, p.9) 

The covenant refers to what God is in Christ; reconciliation to what man is in Christ. All is in Christ; that is the status. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 10, p.281) 
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