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ASSEMBLY EXPERIENCE

A. P. Devenish 

Song of Songs 2: 8–10, 3; Galatians 4: 4–6; 1 Corinthians 13: 9–13 

It is in mind to speak, with the Lord’s help, about assembly experience. We value the light of the assembly and cherish the doctrine, but what enjoyment do we have as having real experiences when we are together in assembly? It is to be a time of experience. The writer of the Song of Songs refers to the time of singing. The reference in Galatians is to the time of sonship. There is an interesting reference in Corinthians to “when that which is perfect has come”, and I thought we might touch these wonderful ‘times’ by the Spirit, particularly as we are together in the assembly. In the Song of Songs, it would seem that there are certain things hindering; the wall and the windows and the lattice. Perhaps the Lord is seeking to get our attention. 

It says, 

“The voice of my beloved! 

Behold, he cometh 

Leaping upon the mountains, 

Skipping upon the hills”. 

but then do we apprehend Him? Is it a time of singing, of spiritual buoyancy? It says, “the winter is past”. We can say for our brother whom the Lord has taken, “the winter is past”, he is in the unclouded sunshine of His love. Then we all have our winters. You think of those in Scripture who had their winters. Mary of Magdala, she had her winter until the sunshine came out, you might say; then the Lord said to her, “Mary”. I do not think there were any windows, any walls, any lattices. At that moment, in John 20, she was in the unclouded sunshine of the Lord’s personal love. 

I would that we would come to that, dear brethren. The winter might be past, we may have to go through these experiences of the winter, the suffering may continue, the sorrows may continue; but then perhaps we can touch by the Spirit, particularly when we are together, the joy of the Lord’s presence, the joy of the Lord’s voice, “The voice of my beloved! Behold, he cometh”. 

He would surmount every obstacle to get to us, but on our side we need to be ready, ready for Him to come for us, and ready too for Him to come to us. Let the sunshine burst upon you, dear brother and sister, in the sense of the unclouded enjoyment of the Lord’s love. We can get it at a moment like this. You say, we are experiencing the winter. There is warmth and there is joy, there is sunshine as by the Spirit we have some apprehension of the Lord coming, “Leaping upon the mountains, Skipping upon the hills”. He calls her, “Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away”, and there is a whole scene of fruitfulness and joy, “The time of singing”. You might say it is not the pilgrim’s portion in a world which has rejected Christ, it is a time of weeping. Surely that is so, and we are not to be unfeeling either about the sorrows of humanity, the sufferings of mankind. Especially, we are to sorrow with those that sorrow amongst us. But then, I desire to suggest that we value assembly experience; for a moment the darkness is gone, the winter time is over, and the time of singing has come. 

There is a holy buoyancy and joy as we begin to appreciate the Spirit as the Earnest, and a very real sense of the Lord’s presence and the Lord’s voice. Well, I think we should value our comings together more, beloved brethren. It seems easy to miss a meeting. Many excuses come up that we could justify, I suppose, but I would suggest there is great value in assembling, that by the earnest of the Spirit we touch a scene of holy jubilation, of holy joy, of holy buoyancy, “The time of singing is come”. 

I read this further section because it is a blessed experience to sit down in His shadow, “In his shadow have I rapture and sit down”, to be at the Lord’s feet. It has been said about Mary in Luke 10 that one of the furnishings that the Lord provides for the local assembly is someone who will sit down and listen to the Lord, to hear His words. The Lord would provide that furnishing. Beloved Mr. 

Taylor said that Mary would be adjusted. We may say, Surely Mary did not need adjustment; Martha needed adjustment evidently in Luke 10. (J. Taylor. New Series. Vol.18, p.451 ‘Mary of Bethany in chapter 10 represents adjustment in regard of the word of Christ’). I believe it is one of the furnishings the Lord would provide in a local assembly, maybe a sister, maybe a brother, maybe more than one, that characteristically find their place at the feet of Jesus, particularly as we come together, “In his shadow have I rapture and sit down; And his fruit is sweet to my taste”. Paul says, if we think we know anything, we know nothing yet as we ought to know it (1 Corinthians 8: 2). If we think we know anything, as if we all have to start again, we all have to begin over again. I believe that has been the experience of many of us. 

Perhaps that is what the Lord had to do; He had to do that because we were so steeped in our own understanding and our own knowledge of the truth. We had to realise that we really knew nothing as we ought to know it. We had to come to the Lord’s feet and find adjustment and help and learn all over again. I would suggest to the brethren that it is one of the furnishings, one of the most valuable furnishings we can possibly have in the local assembly, that there are persons who are characteristically sitting at the Lord’s feet and listening to His word. You may say, Oh I know I am right, I know I do not need adjustment. If Mary of Bethany came to the Lord’s feet and found His word precious to her, but that she needed adjustment, she needed to come under the influence of His love, she needed to begin to know things differently. I believe we all need it, dear brethren. One would just suggest to the brethren that we should therefore get the more out of our gatherings as we experience the infinite source of blessing and joy and fruit there is in the Lord Jesus and in His words. It says, “his fruit is sweet to my taste”. 

I just pass on to Galatians. It says, “but when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman”; a wonderful time, a time of sonship. It says earlier, in the preceding chapter, “faith having come, we are no longer under a tutor; for ye are all God’s sons by faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3: 25, 26). The wonderful light of sonship comes into this epistle which has in mind to set us in liberty, in holy liberty. It says, “God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father”. I would that this precious light, the light of sonship, may shine into our hearts to set us in liberty, free from elements of legality that may still hold us. I fear what is carried over. We know in our own experience, we may have grown up in a system of things and we are likely to carry things over; but the light and glory of sonship is to set us free, and the Spirit in our hearts crying, Abba, Father. It is lovely to come into such an atmosphere, wholly free from the principles of bondage of this world. That is what he speaks about, the principles of the world in which we were held in bondage. We were held in bondage under the principles of the world, referring no doubt to Judaism, but then elements may still yet be with us that we would carry over. But this is a wonderful time in which the glory and liberty of sonship is to effect something in our souls so that we are set free. The Spirit of God in an urgent way is crying, Abba, Father. You may say it was because of the way in which Judaism would restrict the flow of life and love among the brethren, the outgoing of our hearts to God, the Father. These things would hold in check and restrict and restrain this wonderful life and liberty that the Holy Spirit has in mind in this section. One would just suggest that we want to come into the gain of this. 

This is not exactly the state arrived at, it is the light of sonship, the wonderful light of sonship from God’s 

side. It says, “but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son”, and it was to bring us into holy liberty. The corresponding passage, I suppose, is John 10 in the gospels, when the Lord comes in. “To him the porter opens” (John 10: 3). He came in this way, it says He came under law “that he might redeem those under law”, but He comes in that He should go before us and lead us in and lead us out and find pasture. It is wonderful to be in such liberty. The Spirit is urgently crying. It is not just ‘He said’ here, but He is crying, Abba, Father, as if He is seeking to draw us into the holy liberty that is ours as sons of God, so that we should cry, Abba, Father. Well one would just suggest that the Lord might help us to be free of these beggarly principles. Not that liberty is licence, indeed it is not, it is not licence to do as we please, but we are brought into the holy liberty which the Spirit of God affords in the outgoing of our hearts to God. 

I would refer lastly to this scripture in 1 Corinthians 13 which is very interesting, “when that which is perfect has come”. You say, Well, that is in the future. I would venture to suggest that we could touch “that which is perfect” in the assembly. As to how much we do touch it would be as to the measure in which we make room for the Spirit of God. So that instead of seeing through a dim window obscurely, we can see things clearly. Stephen looked directly into heaven. Mr. Taylor has a remarkable piece on ‘A Cloudless Dispensation’ (New Series Vol.90, p.1). Stephen looked right into heaven. There was nothing between him and that sight in heaven. I believe we can touch in some measure, as we make room for the Spirit, what is exceedingly precious, it says in Hebrews, the book of the open heavens, “we see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour”, Hebrews 2: 8, 9. The fulness of things awaits, of course, the day to come, but I believe we have the privilege, if we make way for the Spirit, to touch these things in the assembly, so we see things clearly. It is 

wonderful to have some impression of seeing Jesus now, “but then face to face”, it says. But then, is there any sense by the Spirit that we can see Jesus? There is some suggestion of it in the second epistle of Corinthians in chapter 3, “we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face”, that is His face, it is unveiled. You say, That is spiritually. Of course it is spiritually. Is it any the less real? I do not believe so. By the Spirit it is our privilege, “we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face”. His face is unveiled; we can look into the face of Jesus. The fulness of it no doubt waits the day to come, but I believe it would be right to suggest that as we make way for the Holy Spirit in the assembly, we can touch these precious things. He says, “now I know partially”, and that would be true, “but then I shall know according as I also have been known”. 

But then it is our privilege, beloved, by the Spirit in the assembly, to see that wonderful vessel in its completeness, to see what John saw when he was taken up. The angel said, 

“Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife”, Revelation 21: 9. It was not partial. 

He saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, in its completeness. Is there any way that we can touch this in the assembly? I enquire, but I believe there is, believe by the Spirit we can see beyond what is merely partial, we can see the whole assembly as the product of divine counsel, of divine workmanship. It has been said that a day will come when all the scaffolding will be taken away. What is going on now is hidden by the scaffolding, the discipline, the sorrow, all the exercises which the beloved saints go through. It is like scaffolding, but one day it will all come down and you will see the holy city in its grand completeness. Is there any way in which we can touch that now in the assembly? I believe there is. It says in 2 Corinthians 5, a chapter that brings us to the very threshold of eternity, “Now he that has wrought us for this very thing is God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 5: 5). I would suggest that the reason we do not 

experience these things is because we are not making room in our hearts for the earnest of the Spirit. 

Then I would enquire in closing as to this reference, “but then I shall know according as I also have been known”; is there any way in which we can experience that in the assembly, as we are together? When all the camouflage has gone. How much of it there is, beloved brethren. When all the incongruity, the inconsistencies, all the things we perhaps make much of, have all gone. We see one another as the product of divine workmanship, free from all these incongruous elements, know as we have been known; that is, we shall see things as God sees them. How often we regard one another as we are in our inconsistencies and all that is there, perhaps in fleshly activity. It will be a wonderful day when all that will be gone in actuality. I suppose some sight of that was granted to Peter and James and John on the mount of transfiguration. They saw Moses and Elias. They would discern who they were, it would be the way in which they would be known. There was no question with them. They did not ask, Who are these? They knew who they were. There would be nothing in their view about Moses’ complaints; nothing in their view about Moses saying he was unequal to the commission that the Lord gave him, or of Elias running away from Jezebel and resigning his commission. They would see these personalities as spiritual personalities, the fine finished product of divine workmanship. I believe in some sense and I would suggest to the brethren, not dogmatically, that by the Spirit, who is the Earnest, we can touch these things. It says, 

“we know in part, and we prophesy in part—but when that which is perfect has come, that which is in part shall be done away. When I was a child, I spoke as a child”. Well it is very sad when we act like children. I believe this is a good word for us. I would speak for myself. 

Then he says, “when I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child”. So maturity is in mind, spiritual maturity. How often we slip down into the way a child 

would behave, whereas Paul says, “when I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child”. That element of conscious manhood should be surely amongst us. Mr. Taylor said about the Lord when He came up out of the Jordan, “being about thirty years old” that was conscious manhood, (New Series Vol.25, p.20). I believe there is a great need for manhood among us. Having said that, one would just like to close with this word as to love. He says, 

“now abide faith, hope, love; these three things”. I suppose it would suggest that faith and hope were on the same level, but it says, “and the greater of these is love”. Not ‘the greatest’, but “the greater of these is love”. Paul was seeking to help the Corinthian saints as to love. It says earlier in the chapter, “if I ... have not love, I am nothing” (1 Corinthians 13: 2); not ‘I have nothing’, but “I am nothing”. So it refers to the measure in which we are formed in the divine nature. It is wonderful to come into our gatherings and realise that what is in expression in a predominating way is love. I am sure it is to be experienced. You come into your local meeting and you realise what is in expression in a predominating way is love, divine love. Oh how that would help us together, help us as we seek to work out the truth together. Love is impartial. This chapter tells us what love is; “Love has long patience, is kind; love is not emulous of others; love is not insolent and rash, is not puffed up, does not behave in an unseemly manner, does not seek what is its own, is not quickly provoked, does not impute evil, does not rejoice in iniquity but rejoices with the truth, bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13: 4–7). What does that mean, “Love never fails”? You say, Well we do fail at times, and it is not because there is not love. I think as this quality is in our hearts, there is in expression a love that never gives up, never surrenders, but keeps coming. We have been here for a few days, and we have been often reminded about “grace upon grace” being like the waves of the sea. This is love which is of God, and it keeps 

coming no matter what disappointments there may be, what failures there may be. Love still keeps coming, never runs out, love never fails in its fulness. One would desire to touch, in some greater measure, these things that I have suggested to the brethren. I trust there has been some profit in what has been said, in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Barbados
19 October 1996 

 


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 2:8-10 (JND) [8] The voice of my beloved! Behold, he cometh Leaping upon the mountains, Skipping upon the hills. [9] My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. Behold, he standeth behind our wall, He looketh in through the windows, Glancing through the lattice. [10] My beloved spake and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.

Galatians 4:4-6 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

1 Corinthians 13:9-13 (JND) [9] For we know in part, and we prophesy in part: [10] but when that which is perfect has come, that which is in part shall be done away. [11] When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I reasoned as a child; when I became a man, I had done with what belonged to the child. [12] For we see now through a dim window obscurely, but then face to face; now I know partially, but then I shall know according as I also have been known. [13] And now abide faith, hope, love; these three things; and the greater of these [is] love.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

1 Corinthians 8:2 (JND) [2] If any one think he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know [it].

Galatians 3:25-26 (JND) [25] But, faith having come, we are no longer under a tutor; [26] for ye are all God's sons by faith in Christ Jesus.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 10:3 (JND) [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out.

1 Corinthians 13 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And if I shall dole out all my goods in food, and if I deliver up my body that I may be burned, but have not love, I profit nothing. …

Hebrews 2:8-9 (JND) [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

2 Corinthians 5:5 (JND) [5] Now he that has wrought us for this very thing [is] God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 13:2 (JND) [2] And if I have prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (JND) [4] Love has long patience, is kind; love is not emulous [of others]; love is not insolent and rash, is not puffed up, [5] does not behave in an unseemly manner, does not seek what is its own, is not quickly provoked, does not impute evil, [6] does not rejoice at iniquity but rejoices with the truth, [7] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.



A WORD ON OVERCOMING

J. T. Brown (Grangemouth) 

Revelation 3: 21; 2 Samuel 23: 8–17; Revelation 21: 6, 7 

It will be fairly clear, dear brethren, that I desire to say a word about overcoming. I think at the present time the Lord is looking for overcomers. There is much to be overcome. Each of us has things to overcome in ourselves, and then there are external things working against the saints at the present time which require to be overcome. Our brother Mr Craig, when he gave his address at our three-day meetings in May said, ‘I believe that everyone coming into fellowship would have something to give up’. I believe, beloved brethren, that everyone coming into fellowship and seeking to maintain the truth at the divine standard would have something to overcome. My desire is that each of us should be found here as overcomers. The address to Laodicea in Revelation 3 is a word to Christendom; it is a word to the professing church; the Lord Jesus presents Himself as “the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God” (Revelation 3: 14). He would point out to such that there is an entirely new order of things of which He Himself is the Head and Centre, and He desires that we should have a vital part in it for the 

glory of God. There is much related to Christ personally being given up in the professing church at the present time. The truth regarding the greatness of His person, and features related to the greatness of His work are being given up on every hand. There is a need for us to stand out boldly against the surrendering of the truth. 

At the end of this address he says, “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as I also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne”. Wonderful contemplation for our affections that we have to do with the One who has overcome, the Lord Jesus Christ! How much He has overcome! One major distinction between Christ and ourselves is that He never had anything to overcome in Himself. What Jesus had to overcome were external forces. Jesus was perfect; He was holy; He was sinless; there was never a thing in Himself that required to be overcome. He was holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners and He endured so great contradiction from sinners against Himself. Wonderful contemplation for our affections is the perfection that was found in One glorious Man here, a Man in flesh and blood conditions, a Man who came into conditions such as you and I are in, and was tempted and tested in all things, sin apart. O thanks be to God He has overcome, and He has given us an incentive to overcome. How much He has overcome on your account, and on mine! 

We were affected by the death of our dear sister whom we buried in our own locality during the week, thinking of what she had been in the testimony over many years. But O, beloved, there is One who has gone through death, who has “annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings”, 2 Timothy 1: 10. He has annulled death and “him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage”, Hebrews 2: 14, 15. That is what Christ has done, He has overcome, He has been so 

thorough in His overcoming in order that you and I might be set free. We read in Luke 11, 

“When the strong man armed keeps his own house, his goods are in peace; but when the stronger than he coming upon him overcomes him, he takes away his panoply in which he trusted, and he will divide the spoil he has taken from him” (Luke 11: 21, 22). The strong man is Satan, the arch-enemy of our souls, that one who has arraigned himself against us, but there is a stronger than he, that is Christ, and He has taken away his panoply, that is, He has taken away the complete armoury in which he trusted, in order that you and I might come into blessing. How great has been the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, that One who has overcome death and him that had the might of death. How thoroughly He has overcome. 

We were speaking this afternoon about the glory of His perfect humanity. There He was, right through His pathway here, day after day after day, living in blessed communion with His God and Father. There came a time when Satan came up against Him, tempting Him. 

Satan presents so many things which would attract persons like you and me; but the Lord Jesus, when tempted, said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God’s mouth”, Matthew 4: 4. What came to light at that time of testing and trial was the glory of a perfect humanity, and that One is intended to be attractive to your soul and mine. He has overcome every force which arraigned itself against us. He went into death, He tasted death for every thing. He tasted death in all its bitterness and in all its woe, as has been said, ‘For Him death was death, Man’s utter weakness, Satan’s extreme power and God’s just vengeance’. He met it all and went through in triumph. He entered into death, He entered into the grave, but He burst the bands of death. Thanks be to God for the triumph of Jesus! 

He has overcome death fully and completely, and now He is seated with His Father in His throne. On one hand His rising involved an act of His own power, but the 

Father also was active then, as the scripture says, “Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Romans 6: 4. Now He lives in heaven. He is seated and crowned at the Father’s right hand in glory. Christ, our glorious Saviour and Lord, the One in whom we have put our trust, has overcome and has sat down with His Father in His throne; that is the throne of grace. Christ is offering a reward to persons like you and me who are found here on the principle of overcoming, “He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne”. It looks forward to the time of His public glory, the time when Christ will leave the Father’s throne and will sit down on His own throne. Then persons who are found here as overcomers will be given a part and place with Him there in that sphere of glory, a sphere of administration. What a wonderful time it will be! 

We have read in 2 Samuel 23 of persons who were found here as overcomers. I think this scripture is intended to have an appeal to us at the present time. These are the last words of David. It is a remarkable thing that the Spirit of God gives us the last words of a man of God like David, a man who himself was a great overcomer. It is interesting too that the Spirit of God records for us David’s last prayer, Psalm 72. That prayer which is for Solomon, finishes with, “The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended” (Psalm 72: 20). When Christ in exaltation comes before the heart, we have reached something in a full and complete way. 

Here we have David’s last words. We did not read them but it says, 

“Now these are the last words of David— 

David the son of Jesse saith, 

And the man who was raised up on high, 

The anointed of the God of Jacob, 

And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, 

The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, 

And his word was on my tongue” (2 Samuel 23: 1, 2). 

These are the words of a man who was here as a great 

overcomer. He went down into the valley of Elah and smote the Philistine giant with a sling and a stone, then he took the giant’s own sword and killed him completely. Think of the sense of triumph there was in the fact that he stood upon him and pulled out his sword and cut off his head and brought it back to Jerusalem. How wonderful have been the triumphs of David, a man who could meet the force of the lion and the power of the bear in his care for the sheep. 

What a mighty overcomer he was, and such has become the sweet psalmist of Israel. He is a type of Christ, the One who leads on the service of praise. He would delight to lead out the heart of persons like you and me in praise to God, and, I believe as we are found here as overcomers, our part in the service of praise is the richer. Then it says, “The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, 

And his word was on my tongue. 

The God of Israel said, 

The Rock of Israel spoke to me, 

The ruler among men shall be just, 

Ruling in the fear of God” (2 Samuel 23: 2, 3). 

There is a certain stability reached in David’s soul. He had an appreciation of God as the Rock of Israel; something substantial, something full, something firm and foundational is reached in his soul. It says, “And he shall be as the light of the morning, like the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds” (2 Samuel 23: 4). David, this great overcomer, has the light of resurrection in his soul. It is the light of another Man in another world. 

Then at the end of the section we have this record of his mighty men. I think the indications are that we are at the end of the dispensation. Right at the very close of this time this feature of overcoming should be found in persons like you and me. So it says, “These are the names of the mighty men whom David had”, the mighty men whom David had. I wonder if our David has every one in this room, I wonder if every one is 

committed to Christ. I believe God’s desire is that every soul in this room should be committed unreservedly to Christ, that great mighty Overcomer. It says of this first one here, 

“he fought against eight hundred, slain by him at one time “. I cannot go into the detail of that, but what I can see in it is that he had a power working in himself which was able to overcome in a great and full way this mighty opposing foe. Then it says, “And after him, Eleazer the son of Dodo the son of an Ahohite”; this man was a son. He was a son, and I believe that persons who are in the joy and dignity of sonship are intended to be overcomers so that they might be maintained in the joy and dignity of sonship; “he was one of the three mighty men with David, when they had defied the Philistines that were there gathered together to battle, and the men of Israel were gone up. He arose and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clave to the sword”. There was a tremendous tenacity marking this man. He did not give up. It is so easy to give up. God’s desire is that we should continue and go right on and complete the course to the glory of God. So it says, “He arose and he smote the Philistines”. That great formidable force was opposed to everything that there was of God, and was the great inveterate enemy of the children of Israel; but it says he 

“smote the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clave to the sword”. I believe the secret of this man’s power was the way in which he applied the word of God. He surrendered nothing of the word of God and was sustained in the conflict right through until he overcame and overcame completely. “Jehovah wrought a great deliverance that day; and the people returned after him only to spoil”. Out of this man’s activities there was something secured for the hearts of the people, and I believe for the heart of God Himself. 

Then, “after him, Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite—the Philistines were gathered into a troop, and there was there a plot of ground full of lentils”. The Philistine force would attack the food supply that exists 

for the benefit of the saints. In the setting in 1 Chronicles this is referred to as “a plot of ground full of barley” (1 Chronicles 11: 13), which would refer to the resurrection of Christ. 

How this Philistine force is opposed to the resurrection of Jesus, and the food there is for our souls in such an order of things! O beloved, let us see what the enemy’s activities are at the present time. The Philistine force relates to the way in which the mind of man naturally is opposed to anything which there is of Christ. But there is food available, and if we overcome this Philistine force there is food available for us and for the saints. It says he delivered it and smote the Philistines, and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance. Later on we have a man who slew the Moabitish force, and it is an important thing that we overcome the Moabitish element in ourselves. It represents that side of things in us which would seek to settle down in things here, in natural relationships and that sort of thing. It says of him that he was “son of a valiant man, great in exploits, of Kabzeel—he it was that smote two lions of Moab; and he went down and smote a lion in the midst of a pit on a snowy day” (v.20). What a force there was arraigned against this man, but in his dependence upon God he went down into that pit at a time when things were uncongenial, and smote a lion on a snowy day. 

In the midst of all this we have these three men who broke through the camp of the Philistines in order that they might secure something for the heart of David. These men of whom we have been speaking were marked by great military exploits, but I think these three were marked by love for David. What they did was to minister to the heart of David. I think it may not be going too far to say that what they did was probably morally greater than all the others in that their concern, in type, was to satisfy the heart of Christ. It says, “three of the thirty chiefs went down, and came to David in the harvest time to the cave of Adullam”. David was in rejection and Christ is in rejection at the present time. 

It was “when the troop of the Philistines was encamped in the valley of Rephaim”, another entrenched position. As you take account of the public position of the church at the present time it appears to be an entrenched position. But it says, “David was then in the stronghold”. 

O beloved, with Christ there is always a stronghold; being with Christ is always a stronghold. 

In Him is strength, there is strength with Christ, there is strength in no other. “David was then in the stronghold; and the Philistines’ garrison was then at Bethlehem”. O how David felt that, the Philistine’s garrison was at Bethlehem, that place so dear to his heart. Bethlehem Judah was a place which was very precious to him, but at this time it was in the hand of the Philistines. 

David longed, and said, “Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate!” Someone was near enough to David to hear the longings of his heart. Now I wonder, beloved, young brother, young sister, if you are near enough to Christ to know the longings of His heart? These three “broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David”. What overcomers they were; they overcame the whole of the Philistine foe. It does not say there were any losses in this battle, they just went right through the camp of the Philistines and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem. They went there at the risk of their lives, as David says, in order that they might secure that which could satisfy the longings of his heart. Then it says, “he would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah”, that is, he used it, in principle, in the service of praise; it became a drink offering for God. It was done for David, but David used it in view of the satisfaction of the heart of God. Let us be found here as overcomers with a view to satisfying the heart of Christ and in order that there may be something for the heart of God Himself. 

Revelation 21 is a wonderful chapter. In this 

section John is looking right on to the eternal day. It is one of the few references in Scripture to the day of eternity, “I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God” (Revelation 21: 2, 3). It is a wonderful complacent system of praise arrived at, an area in which God can dwell, an area where God can rest complacently with men. That is God’s final thought, that He should dwell and rest complacently with men. It says in Psalm 132, “This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have desired it” (Psalm 132: 14). This is what was in the purpose of God, and you and I have a part in it. He says, “I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God”. What wonderful complacency! I feel how little I can say as to it, but I think we know something of it in our experience as we come together to the service of God. I think we know something of the experience of the tabernacle of God being with men, God resting complacently with men. 

Where we read, the Lord Jesus speaking, says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end”. This is the perfection of Christ, the personal greatness of Jesus, and I believe that what will occupy us in the eternal day will be the personal greatness of Jesus, “I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely”. That is not in eternity, that is now; to persons who are thirsting now, Jesus will give the water of life freely. And it says, 

“He that overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be to him God, and he shall be to me son”. What wonderful reward there is for overcoming. What greater experience could there be than to inherit these precious things of which we have been speaking. Let us keep the greatness of God’s 

dwelling before us, and let us overcome in order that we may have a more abundant entrance into these great and precious things, “He that overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be to him God, and he shall be to me son”. That is a word to each one of us as individuals. As we are found here in the spirit of overcoming we can know this blessed relationship with God Himself, and it is all with a view to something being secured for the satisfaction of His heart. 

May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
9 August 1997 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 3:21 (JND) [21] He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as *I* also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne.

2 Samuel 23:8-17 (JND) [8] These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Joseb-Bassebeth, Tachkemonite the chief of the captains: he was Adino the Eznite; he [fought] against eight hundred, slain [by him] at one time. [9] And after him, Eleazar the son of Dodo the son of an Ahohite: he was one of the three mighty men with David, when they had defied the Philistines that were there gathered together to battle, and the men of Israel were gone up. [10] He arose and smote the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his hand clave to the sword; and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance that day; and the people returned after him only to spoil. [11] And after him, Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite: the Philistines were gathered into a troop, and there was there a plot of ground full of lentils, and the people had fled before the Philistines; [12] and he stood in the midst of the plot and delivered it, and smote the Philistines, and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance. [13] And three of the thirty chiefs went down, and came to David in the harvest time to the cave of Adullam, when the troop of the Philistines was encamped in the valley of Rephaim. [14] And David was then in the stronghold; and the Philistines' garrison was then at Bethlehem. [15] And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate! [16] And the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David; however he would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah. [17] And he said, Be it far from me, Jehovah, that I should do this thing! is it not the blood of the men that went at the risk of their lives? Therefore he would not drink it. These things did the three mighty men.

Revelation 21:6-7 (JND) [6] And he said to me, It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely. [7] He that overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be to him God, and he shall be to me son.

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Revelation 3:14 (JND) [14] And to the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God:

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

Hebrews 2:14-15 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

Luke 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass as he was in a certain place praying, when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught his disciples. [2] And he said to them, When ye pray, say, Father, thy name be hallowed; thy kingdom come; [3] give us our needed bread for each day; …

Luke 11:21-22 (JND) [21] When the strong [man] armed keeps his own house, his goods are in peace; [22] but when the stronger than he coming upon [him] overcomes him, he takes away his panoply in which he trusted, and he will divide the spoil [he has taken] from him.

Matthew 4:4 (JND) [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

2 Samuel 23 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God; …

Psalms 72 (JND) [1] {For Solomon.} O God, give the king thy judgments, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. [2] He will judge thy people with righteousness, and thine afflicted with judgment. [3] The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, by righteousness. …

Psalms 72:20 (JND) [20] The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.

2 Samuel 23:1-2 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith, [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue.

2 Samuel 23:2-3 (JND) [2] The Spirit of Jehovah spoke by me, And his word was on my tongue. [3] The God of Israel said, The Rock of Israel spoke to me, The ruler among men shall be just, Ruling in the fear of God;

2 Samuel 23:4 (JND) [4] And [he shall be] as the light or the morning, [like] the rising of the sun, A morning without clouds; [When] from the sunshine, after rain, The green grass springeth from the earth.

1 Chronicles 11:13 (JND) [13] He was with David at Pas-dammim, where the Philistines were gathered together to battle; and there was [there] a plot of ground full of barley; and the people had fled from before the Philistines.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21:2-3 (JND) [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

Psalms 132:14 (JND) [14] This is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have desired it.



TESTIMONY

A. E. Mutton 

The following references will I trust help in explaining the reason for a separate path—the subject of our recent conversation. The remarks have been added as an outline of the course of events that have led up to the present conditions in which we are living. They include truths which are generally held and valued by believers in Christ, but which it seems desirable to mention so that the present position may be more clearly understood. 

God is supreme, whom no man has seen nor can see, dwelling in light unapproachable (1 

Timothy 6: 16). God is love (1 John 4: 8), and His love can only be satisfied by His creature responding to His love. He has therefore been pleased to make Himself known as Father, Son and Holy Spirit so that it might be possible for men to worship Him in “spirit and truth”, John 4: 24. 

God is holy, He cannot look upon sin (Habakkuk 1: 13), and nothing which carries the taint of sin and its fruits can stand before Him. Satan is utterly and unceasingly 

opposed to the will of God and will continue to be so until he is finally dealt with. Either by direct opposition and persecution or by subtlety and deceit he endeavours to frustrate what God is doing. 

Through listening to Satan rather than obeying God’s word, man sinned against a holy God, and placed himself under bondage to Satan. However sincere in his desire, a man cannot free himself from this propensity and ability to sin, neither does he possess anything adequate to present to God to atone for his sin, for all that he has and is, is tainted by sin. Sin formed a barrier between God and man which man cannot remove. But even before man sinned, God had purposed to have men in nearness to Him, and in His wisdom and love planned the only possible course whereby, without violating His essential holiness and righteousness, He could secure men for His pleasure and praise here on earth now, and for eternity in glory. What man could not do, God has done. He has proved His love to men in that He has given Jesus, His only begotten Son, that we might live through Him. 

Jesus, Himself God, yet taking the form of a man, came that He might take upon Himself the sins of the whole world and suffer God’s holy judgment against sin. The sinless One was made sin for us, and only as I claim this for myself can I be saved from the judgment of my sin falling upon me. My salvation is in accepting before God that the blood of Christ cleanses me from every sin (1 John 1: 7). If I do not accept Christ as God’s answer to my sin then I still remain in my sin and ultimately must come under God’s righteous judgment at the hand of Him whom I have rejected. As accepting salvation in Christ’s blood, not only am I cleared from all sin in the sight of God, but also He looks upon me as one who has been liberated from Satan’s power, I come under the blessed authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Man in the glory, for God raised Him from among the dead and gave Him glory. Now I am to live to Him, to rejoice in Him. 

and to enjoy the things that the Father would bless me with. The great blessing of eternal life is to be mine now—“that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”, John 17: 3. 

To help me to appreciate and enjoy these things God has been pleased to give the Holy Spirit to as many as obey Him (Acts 5: 32). The Holy Spirit desires to lead us into all the truth (John 16: 13); He would help us to understand the great truths of Christ and the assembly, the body of Christ on earth, the glory of sonship, the worship of God. The Spirit will give me the power not only to know the truth, but to live it, despite all that Satan would do to hinder me. 

Then too the Holy Spirit would set together those who wish to accept and follow up the truth—those who are like-minded (Romans 15: 5). This is seen working out immediately the Holy Spirit descends at Pentecost. In the earlier chapters of the Acts we have recorded the joy and power found with those who loved the Lord as they persevered in the “teaching and fellowship of the apostles” (Acts 2: 42), the Lord adding to them daily. The enemy, Satan, was also quick to hinder and oppose God’s work. First inside the circle of the early believers by means of Ananias and Sapphira, who would deceive their brethren (Acts 5: 1, 2). The Holy Spirit draws Peter’s attention to their deception, thus showing that conditions must be rightly maintained in the Christian circle if God’s blessing is to be proved. Outward persecution is then used against Stephen and generally, but despite this the work of God goes forward through His servants; Philip, Peter and then Paul. 

But Satan’s opposition continued in many subtle ways, the truth was corrupted by some and believers on Christ were led astray. Those who had not acknowledged the Lord’s authority were admitted into the circle, thus weakening the position. Evil then came in, so hindering the operations of the Holy Spirit among them. Political powers, such as Rome, adopted a form of Christianity, but so adulterated it that the truth as 

committed to the apostles was undermined, and men with no personal link with Christ used their own intelligence to add what was not in accord with the truth, also to take away what conflicted with their own ideas. As a result power and joy were gradually lost, and instead of all believers having their part and place in the living functioning of the body, there was a drift away from what God had set up, towards a weak and almost powerless substitution, in which there was less and less for the pleasure of God. The rights of Christ were denied, and the Holy Spirit’s operations were hindered in the minds of believers. Men tended to become great in the religious systems they set up, and the sincerity and purity of the early days were largely lost, and the Lord’s teaching and that of the apostles was increasingly discredited or ignored. 

From time to time in God’s goodness, faithful men such as Luther and Wycliffe were raised up. These men stood for essential features of the truth which had been lost sight of. Their labours resulted in a circle of believers who were prepared to accept recovered truths. Today we have many churches, sects and denominations each claiming to be holding the truth, yet often conducting themselves in a way contrary to the truth as set out in the Scriptures. Yet in all this confusion, we know the Lord Jesus is still the living One in glory. He remains Head of the assembly, and the Holy Spirit is still here on earth bringing His power to help us in our weakness. God’s word is still available to give adequate guidance to those who wish, with the Spirit’s help, to answer more fully to God’s own great thoughts. The efficacy and power of Christ’s work cannot ever be weakened, and that power is available to each of those who love Him and who call upon His name. 

In 2 Timothy 2 the apostle Paul sets out the only course for one who would be true to the Lord in the public breakdown, to withdraw from iniquity and separate from vessels to dishonour (2 Timothy 2: 19–21). It may mean 

leaving a system recognised and looked up to by men, and one which has many who love the Lord in its ‘fellowship’. But one who loves the Lord and wishes to answer to His will is called to leave a system of things which he sees to be contrary to the word of God and which in some measure is dishonouring to the Lord. It is not that he as an individual reckons himself better, but he considers first the claims in love of his Lord and Head, and the rights of God as set out in His word. Holiness and righteousness are closely connected with the worship of God. The Lord makes it clear to the woman at Sychar’s well that God is seeking those who 

“worship him in spirit and truth”, John 4: 24. When we move on these lines, the Holy Spirit is free to lead us into the truth, and in consequence of this other things are brought to light in the conscience as not being in accord with the will of God. The greater the shining of the light, the clearer are things seen for what they really are. The church is seen for what it is; the body of Christ, the assembly of the living God, a chaste virgin. All this suggesting what God in love would reach in us while we are still on earth; features that are in accord with His glorious thoughts. He would raise questions with me; what fellowship am involved in? Is Christ the centre of it? Is He the power? 

Cannot He who has called me to such a glorious fellowship sustain me in all that is needful, without my becoming a member in a fellowship, partnership or association in which He is not the supreme authority and Lord of every member? However good the objects and principles of trade unions, professional bodies, political parties, clubs etc., may appear, 2 Timothy 2 

extends—“withdraw ...”. It is clear that a believer is to be in the world, but not of it (John 17). 

Servants, masters, bondmen are all to work righteously as doing it to God, “not with eye-service as men-pleasers; but as bondmen of Christ, doing the will of God from the soul”, Ephesians 6: 6. 

Unity is to be in the Spirit’s power; He will keep us 

in the love of God. The Lord’s presence is known as a result, it is the highest possible privilege. We await the day of display, then it will be the time for reigning with Christ (Revelation 20: 6). Our heavenly Father knows we have need of earthly things but we are instructed ... “seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you”, Matthew 6: 33. May we have a sense of the grace that has been pleased to take us up, conscious of weakness yet He our strength! 

EXTRACT 

J.T. Thus you are not ministering to yourself; you are not overmuch concerned about your present circumstances. You must, of course, make a living for yourself and family, but to improve one’s circumstances according to man is not the Christian’s thought; that is the point that enters into chapter 2. Moses was accepting circumstances very inferior to what he had been accustomed, and he was content in them. There is a danger in one who serves the Lord, capitalising what he has, including the service; but that will never add to spiritual power. A better house, or better car, or anything like that will not add to spiritual power at all. It is a question of what God puts on His servants. We may be sure that if God is going to use a man. 

He will put things on him governmentally that he will not like naturally. That is the point in this chapter; Moses was content to dwell with the man; he made no objection to the daughter he gave him as wife. It is just what God gave him; God is with a man on those lines. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 52, p.127) 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661

 


Scripture references

1 John 4:8 (JND) [8] He that loves not has not known God; for God is love.

John 4:24 (JND) [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth.

Habakkuk 1:13 (JND) [13] [Thou art] of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on mischief: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, [and] keepest silence when the wicked swalloweth up a [man] more righteous than he?

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

John 17:3 (JND) [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

Acts 5:32 (JND) [32] And *we* are [his] witnesses of these things, and the Holy Spirit also, which God has given to those that obey him.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Romans 15:5 (JND) [5] Now the God of endurance and of encouragement give to you to be like-minded one toward another, according to Christ Jesus;

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

Acts 5:1-2 (JND) [1] But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, [2] and put aside for himself part of the price, [his] wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2:19-21 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work.

John 4:24 (JND) [24] God [is] a spirit; and they who worship him must worship [him] in spirit and truth.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Ephesians 6:6 (JND) [6] not with eye-service as men-pleasers; but as bondmen of Christ, doing the will of God from [the] soul,

Revelation 20:6 (JND) [6] Blessed and holy he who has part in the first resurrection: over these the second death has no power; but they shall be priests of God and of the Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

Matthew 6:33 (JND) [33] But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.
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