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FRIENDSHIP

J. Strachan 

Genesis 18: 16–21; John 15: 12–15; 3 John 13, 14 

I would like to say a word, dear brethren, on the subject of friendship. I think it is a term that applies to us in our day in Christianity. We have been befriended by the Lord Jesus; He has become our Friend. He has befriended us because we needed Him. We needed a Saviour and He came in and undertook for us what no one else could do, and He has become our Friend, the sinner’s Friend. I hope everyone here in this room of responsible age has come to know this wonderful Person we have been singing about, the sinner’s Friend, a Friend of persons like you and me. We needed Him, and He became our Friend. How wonderful that is! He took on all our responsibilities, all our liabilities, and met them; met them in a way that glorified God; met them in a way that meets our need and endears Him to us. What a Friend we have found in Jesus! I hope everyone here could sing that hymn—‘I’ve found a Friend’—

truly from their hearts. If there is anybody who could not sing it truly, we would like you to be able to sing it from your heart as having come to know what a wonderful Friend Jesus is. 

Now we are left here, those of us who have come to know Him in this way, in a world that has cast Him out, and we certainly do not want to be in a state of friendship with the world that has rejected Christ. James tells us, and he is very practical, “Whoever therefore is minded to be the friend of the world is constituted enemy of God”, James 4: 4. It is a serious thing for anyone to be even minded to be a friend of the world that has rejected Christ. How unsuitable for a believer who has been befriended by Him to want to be 

friendly with the world that has rejected Him—friendship with the world is enmity with God. 

See the contrast; there is no neutral ground. Nobody would want; surely, as having been, befriended by the Lord Jesus, to be constituted an enemy of God. That is what friendship with the world, or being minded to be friendly with it, would lead to. Do not let us dabble with the world that has rejected Christ. 

Now I want to speak from these scriptures of some of the features of friendship which I trust would be in some way attractive to us. I count on these features being attractive to the work of God in us. Abraham was called “Friend of God”. What a designation for a believer to be called friend of God! How attractive that is! He believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness, and “he was called Friend of God”, James 2: 23. What a thing it is to go through this world in the consciousness of being a friend of God. Well, that was Abraham’s portion, and I believe it is open to us, to each one of us, to be on friendly terms with God. 

In Genesis 18 God was on His way to the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah, and Abraham was going along to conduct these heavenly visitors, He had already had the experience of refreshing them, ministering to them: Then, having been detained and refreshed by Abraham, God was on the way to judgment, and Abraham was going to conduct Him. Abraham was fully in sympathy with God in what He was working out in the world; and Jehovah says, 

“Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?”. The idea of a friend means it is someone you can confide in, someone you can trust; you can disclose to a friend what you would not disclose to others. So God is saying, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?” He would not hide—it from Abraham His friend. The best way to be intelligent about what is happening 

in the world is to be amongst the friends of God. They will know more than the cleverest persons in this world who do not have the Holy Spirit; unconverted men who do not have the Spirit of God are no equal for persons who are the friends of God. Great statesmen are perplexed as to what to do. God is going on His way and He is saying, I will bring Abraham into the secret of the way I am going. God said, “I know him that he will command his children, and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him”. 

Abraham was the kind of man that could be trusted, with divine secrets. God says, “I know him”. What a privilege to be known of God—“If any one love God, he is known of him”, 1 

Corinthians 8: 3. What a thing it is to be here as loving God and being known of Him, to be trusted by Him as Abraham was. “I know him that he will command his children and his household after him”. Abraham was a man who had believed God, and was having to do with his children and his household in such a way as would invite God’s pleasure. God says, “I know him”; he will have all his household and his children in relation to Me. God takes account of a man who is concerned about his household and his children, to held them here in this scene for God, and who keeps the way of Jehovah to do righteousness and justice. What God had laid out, Abraham would keep it, to do righteousness and justice. He was morally right with God, morally on a sound basis in his relations with God. What a man Abraham was, and God says, I know this man, and I can trust him; I can let him know what I am about to do. 

As God proceeded on His way He takes account of the situation and says; I will see if things are just as bad as they appear to be. Then as Abraham 

was there with God he starts to intercede. He says, “There are perhaps fifty righteous within the city”. Would God destroy the city if there were fifty righteous persons there? Think of Abraham standing in the presence of God interceding. He comes down; well, there may be just forty-five; or there might be forty or thirty, or twenty, or ten. You see how God is taking account of Abraham in his intercession, He is listening to this man. He is not only entrusting him with secrets, but this man has the ear of God in regard to what He is doing. What a place to be put into, you might say as on friendly terms with God, to be able to use it on behalf of men in the service of intercession. I think all that is pleasing to God. But Abraham does not go below ten; there were not even ten righteous persons in the city, and Abraham stops there. 

I think he would have a sense of what was due to God. He had feelings for men—but he also had a sense of what was due to God, and I think God was very pleased with this man; he could be trusted with divine secrets. What a thing! Is this not attractive to us, dear brethren, that we have the opportunity here in this scene where things are adverse, where there is opposition to God, where things are all in disarray publicly, waiting for the Prince of Peace to come, to be in the secret of what God is doing and to carry on this intercessory service? 

Now the Lord Jesus has not only befriended us, coming to meet us in our need, but He is looking for friends; I think that is what John 15 means. There was a time when it says of the Lord Jesus that He looked for comforters and found none. You think of the feelings of the heart of Christ when He was looking for persons who could minister comfort to Him, and found none. I think He found a great deal of sympathy in the circle of His own, the disciples, especially the apostles who went 

with Him. He says, “But ye are they who have persevered with me in my temptations” (Luke 22: 28); but there came a point where He had to say, “I looked for comforters, but I found none”, Psalm 69: 20. There was also of course the time when He had to suffer the treachery of Judas, when He said that if it had been an enemy He could have borne it, but it was His own familiar friend (Psalm 55: 12, 13), one who had been so near to Him; who had turned against Him. Is there anybody here who has been near to Christ and has turned against Him in treachery? How He would feel that! 

But there were those He trusted, and He is saying to them here, “This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you”. Oh how He loved them! He also says, “No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends”. There is this aspect of the work of Christ, that He has laid down His life for His friends. I think the Lord Jesus had in mind in this that in laying down His life He would secure those who are His friends. Think of Him at the present moment looking around, you might say, for persons He can call His friends, those that He can make His confidants. What a thing that is! Is that not attractive to us? From among those who have put their faith in the Lord Jesus. He is looking for persons in whom He can confide. It is open to us, dear brethren; I say that simply. “Ye are my friends”, He says, “if ye practise whatever I command you”. There is a way into it—“if ye, practise whatever I command you”. You might say that is the basis for becoming one of the friends of Christ. We begin to understand what is pleasing to Him in these things He has commanded. As practising the things He commands I think we come to some understanding of His mind, and we become His friends. 

He says, “I call you no longer bondmen … but I have called you friends, for all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you”. You know, He has wonderful things that He wants to disclose, and He is disclosing them to His friends. As you think of the circle of the disciples who were with the Lord when He was here, He was continually receiving communications from the Father, and communicating those things to them. How wonderful it must have been, and He is ready to do that now. He is doing it presently by the Spirit, but are we suitable? Can we be trusted with these wonderful disclosures, these secrets of divine affections? Now I believe He is ready to make them known; these things are being opened up to persons presently by the Spirit, and the Lord is looking for persons who practise His commandments, His friends, who can be trusted with them. It is a fine thing if we can be trusted with divine secrets as the friends of Christ. 

We still live in a world where there is opposition to Him, where there is what is antichristian at work, the spirit of antichrist; not yet the antichrist personally. The principle of what is antichristian is operating in the world, and you know the answer to that is really in someone who is a friend of Christ. In the book of Samuel we have in Hushai, David’s friend, a typical example of a friend of Christ who could stand true and loyal to Him in the very presence of the working of what was antichristian. Absalom represented that as he usurped David’s position on the throne. There is what is against Christ in the working of what is antichristian. 

The answer was in one who was designated as David’s friend, typical of a friend of Christ. 

Ahithophel, who was with Absalom, was a very ... clever man and he could give good counsel, very clever counsel, and the question was, How was that to be defeated? How is the counsel of clever men 

who are against Christ to be defeated, persons who bring in what is antichristian in wrong doctrines and practices; how is that going to be defeated? Is it going to be defeated by the wisdom of clever persons? No, it is going to be defeated by someone who is a friend of Christ. 

So David wept as he went up to the summit; he was feeling the whole position, and then Hushai comes on the scene and wants to be with him. He was near to David and would be with David, sharing his rejection and the outside place. Are we prepared for that as loyal to Christ, to share with Him in His rejection? But David sent him into the city where there was the working of the spirit of antichrist. He sent him into the city into the very presence of Ahithophel and Absalom, and he could be trusted in that situation to give counsel that would be for the overthrow of the counsel of Ahithophel in all its cleverness. It is very interesting that it says, “Hushai came into the city, and Absalom came into Jerusalem”, 2 Samuel 15: 37. 

Publicly it looked as if the thing was in the hand of Absalom, but secretly, you might say, everything that the city stood for was held in principle by Hushai, held by him in the very presence of what was working against David. In this very world where things are working against Christ, secretly we can hold in our souls all that is precious to the heart of Christ. 

Hushai could give counsel that led to the preservation and reinstatement of David. We are looking forward, dear brethren, to the time when the Lord Jesus will be publicly vindicated, as lovers of His appearing; not just lovers of the rapture, but lovers of the appearing, looking forward to the time when He will be publicly vindicated, but in the meantime in loyalty seeking to hold things here for Him in the presence of what is antichristian. 

Now in John’s epistle we have a circle of friendship. It is a very wonderful thing that in a world where there is so much strife and enmity, there is a circle of friendship. He says, “The friends greet thee. Greet the friends by name”; this is how he closes this letter. He is writing this letter to Gaius who would be a sample of a friend. So he addresses him as loving him in truth. Not just in a natural bond of affection, but loving him in truth. Think of these bonds in the truth. It is a very wonderful thing, the link that each one of us has with the Lord Jesus, and our devotedness to Him, becomes the strength of our bond with one another. Mr. Darby said ‘Absolute consecration to Jesus is the strongest bond between human hearts’ (‘Synopsis’ 

Vol.3, page 402). So John loved Gaius in truth. Our bond is the truth, and love is related to that—love in truth. Then Gaius was holding fast the truth. You have persons in loyalty to Christ holding fast the truth, and walking in the truth. It is the way the truth is to affect us, so that it governs us in all our movements. What a thing it is then if you have a company of persons like that who walk in the light, as John says, “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another”, 1 John 1: 7. We are therefore to walk in the light, in openness and frankness and transparency with one another. 

Then John says, “The friends greet thee”. He is saying to Gaius that he has friends and they are greeting him. It is a circle of persons on friendly terms with one another. What a salutation this would be! Not just a formal handshake or something like that, but it is between persons whose hearts are right in relation to one another. Their hearts have been affected by Christ, been affected by the truth, and they are true with one another. So it says, “The friends greet thee”; then, “Greet 

the friends by name”. It is to be mutual, you see; this is not one-sided. What personalities these are, the friends of Christ. What a circle this, is, made up of such personalities. The Lord Jesus said, “Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep”, John 11: 11. Well, we have heard of our beloved brother whom the Lord has taken and it reminds us of what He said, “Lazarus our friend”. In John 12 Lazarus was one of those at table with Him. Think of such persons as that; he was not the only one, but he was one of those, he had that distinction, and there are persons with such distinction as the friends of Christ that they can be at table with Him. This is the circle of friendship, dear brethren, that we are to enjoy, and where we can cultivate these links with one another. 

So it is a matter of greeting the friends by name. We know one another, and love would circulate in this company. As the Lord says, “This is my commandment, that ye love one another”. May the Lord encourage us for His name’s sake. 

Address at St. Albans
29 September 1990 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 18:16-21 (JND) [16] And the men rose up thence, and looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to conduct them. [17] And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? [18] Since Abraham shall indeed become a great and mighty nation; and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him. [19] For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him. [20] And Jehovah said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grievous, [21] I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come to me; and if not, I will know [it].

John 15:12-15 (JND) [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. [13] No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends. [14] Ye are my friends if ye practise whatever I command you. [15] I call you no longer bondmen, for the bondman does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you.

3 John 1:13-14 (JND) [13] I had many things to write to thee, but I will not with ink and pen write to thee; [14] but I hope soon to see thee, and we will speak mouth to mouth. Peace [be] to thee. The friends greet thee. Greet the friends by name.

James 4:4 (JND) [4] Adulteresses, know ye not that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore is minded to be [the] friend of the world is constituted enemy of God.

James 2:23 (JND) [23] And the scripture was fulfilled which says, Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness, and he was called Friend of God.

Genesis 18 (JND) [1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre. And he sat at the tent-door in the heat of the day. [2] And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, three men standing near him. And when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent-door, and bowed himself to the earth, [3] and said, Lord, if now I have found favour in thine eyes, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Luke 22:28 (JND) [28] But *ye* are they who have persevered with me in my temptations.

Psalms 69:20 (JND) [20] Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed: and I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

Psalms 55:12-13 (JND) [12] For it is not an enemy that hath reproached me then could I have borne it; neither is it he that hateth me that hath magnified [himself] against me then would I have hidden myself from him; [13] But it was thou, a man mine equal, mine intimate, my familiar friend.

2 Samuel 15:37 (JND) [37] And Hushai David's friend came into the city, and Absalom came into Jerusalem.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

John 11:11 (JND) [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …



THE WAY TO SOUL PROSPERITY

E. O. P. Mutton 

John 1: 14–18, 29–39 

We had reference in the reading to prosperity, “they shall prosper that love thee” (Psalm 122: 6), and I would like to use these verses, with the Spirit’s help, to suggest some ways to spiritual and soul prosperity. God would have every one of us to prosper in our souls. I would make the assumption that every one here of responsible years has begun on the pathway of Christian experience. If not, beloved friend, then God would speak to you as to the love of Jesus, and point to Him as the alone Saviour of sinners. It is a wonderful way to start our soul experience with an impress of the Saviour, His preciousness to God, His availability to us, and the fact that He is indispensable—there is no other name under heaven whereby we must be saved (Acts 4: 12). 

God would give you an impression of what Jesus means to Him, and that is your acceptance before God. It is not what I think of Jesus, not what you think of Jesus, but what God thinks of Jesus. May our appreciation of Him increase. I trust every one here has begun, has put his or her faith in the Person and work of Christ, and gone on in obedience, and received the Holy Spirit. These are wonderful gifts that God has given and which are the beginning of soul prosperity. Until you come to know the Saviour you will never prosper in your soul; you may have soul trouble, but you will not have soul prosperity. You may have prosperity in other ways of course, as did the man in the gospels who pulled down his barns and built greater. 

The Lord said, “For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?” Mark 8: 36. 

That is a word to us. Even if we know the Saviour and have the Spirit, is our prosperity soul prosperity, or is it merely material prosperity? God can give riches, of course; God does that in His infinite wisdom. Not many high-born, Paul says (1 Corinthians 1: 26), but there are some, and God has used them. So we need to be balanced in these things; material prosperity is not necessarily a mark of unspirituality, but some of us may put material prosperity on a higher level than soul prosperity, especially when we are young. You have your career before you, your life, and you see things planning out and you want a nice house, and perhaps even a more suitable house for the saints for entertaining and so on. We need just to be careful that we do not have our hearts on what is material at the expense of what is spiritual. 

Now I would like to suggest from these scriptures that there are two matters we need to be occupied with if we are to prosper in our souls. One is the Lord Himself, and the second is the place where He lives, two matters we need to contemplate. We need to be in the company of the Lord, and we need to know what it is to be in heaven—“and they abode with him that day”. I do not think I contemplate enough. I may be alone in that, but from conversations one has I do not think I am, and I do not think we will get very far if we do not contemplate. 

Christianity, beloved brethren, and assembly truth and experience are not a part-time matter. Christianity is not just a way of life—no, it is to be our life. Christianity is life centred in another Man in another world, and the only way to spiritual prosperity is occupation with that Man and that world. 

These scriptures, written by John, bring it out. We get two Johns here, John the writer and John the baptist. You think of John writing these words. We are told that this was the last book written by a man who would have been very old, probably about ninety, a man who had actually contemplated the Lord in flesh and blood condition, a man who had seen the breakdown, a man who had to suffer; he was in Patmos for the testimony of Jesus because he had been exiled away from his brethren; yet what a revelation he had as he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. That underlines what we were saying earlier, that we do not need externals to have assembly experience. John certainly had no externals there; he did not have the brethren, he did not have a meeting room, he did not have any outward encouragement, yet he became in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and he saw things that had to do with the great thoughts of God and how they finally are going to be brought to pass. He saw the holy city coming down. John must have said to himself, Well, what can I see now publicly? What is left? He would have had some understanding with the Lord that it was going to be a history of breakdown. Nevertheless, he saw that holy city coming down. This is the man who is writing here in John 1, writing for our help, and he starts off with this well-known passage—and what a passage it is—“and we have contemplated his glory”. Beloved brother and sister, when did you last contemplate the glory of the Lord Jesus? 

The gatherings of the saints and the service of God are not the only time for contemplation. I think John indicates this would have been contemplation of the Lord day in and day out as He was among them. It was one of the qualifications for making up the number of the apostles to twelve that it must be one that had assembled with them all the time in which the Lord Jesus had come in and gone out among them, from the time of the baptism of John until He was taken up. There was a man who had been contemplating the Lord Jesus all those three-and-a-half years, never thinking it was going to be qualification for something. It was his normal occupation; he was not trying to become one of the twelve, but he was morally qualified through contemplating the Lord Jesus to take his place in the testimony at that point. That is what we should all be concerned with. 

We do not go in for the contemplation of the Lord Jesus to make something of us, but that we might be formed by that contemplation—“and we have contemplated his glory”. I would suggest 

to us all, beloved brethren, that we need to make time for contemplation. Read through Leviticus 2 as to the oblation; you will see the detail that is gone into as to the fine flour. The oil comes into that chapter too. There is a very affecting reference in ministry (C.A.C. ‘Outline of Leviticus’, chapter 2), that there was no part of the life of the Lord Jesus with which the Spirit could not identify. Now that could be said of none other. Perhaps as we sit here we can think of a part of our life currently, today, with which the Spirit could not exactly identify. What a sad thing that is if there is still some part of my life not available to the Lord. 

Well, with the Lord Jesus it was never thus, and we can contemplate that manhood. The contemplation of every believer that has ever lived will never exhaust the glory and perfection that there is in Jesus. Every ray is going to shine eternally for the Father’s pleasure. 

Whatever features shone in Him as a Man here, and now as out of death and shining eternally, there is going to be a reflection of them in someone somewhere. What a wonderful thing that is under the eye of God: How many of those rays are we able to contemplate? Just one ray, Mr. Catterall said, one impression of the glory of Christ, is capable of infinite expansion. 

So we can start just with something simple. Christianity is not difficult, and it can accommodate to our experience and our age. You may be a young brother or a young sister, and maybe you only have one impression of Christ. That can expand wonderfully under the power of the Spirit among the saints. So do not be put off if you feel that you have only a little. Think of that young boy who only had five loaves and the two small fishes. Even the disciples thought that was not enough, but the Lord was able to make it sufficient. What a wonderful thing! What a service to be able to make something available to feed the saints! Do you come to the week-night reading like that, with something that can expand among the saints? You say, Well, I am only a young man, and there are enough brothers of weight in my locality to carry the reading through, and usually they do! Well, no doubt they often turn and say, Have you something for us? Have you anything for the saints? Or do you just say, I am enjoying what is being said? Maybe you are enjoying what is being said. But what about bringing in something you have contemplated, something you have got for yourself, that can expand among the people of God? Maybe you have not the ability yet to expand it, even in your own thoughts, but the priest can take it, and he can make something of it even if it is just like the young pigeon in Leviticus 1. The priest can make something of it. The Lord would love to make something of it. He took those loaves and fishes, even though the brethren did not really appreciate what that boy had, and He was able to make something of it. It is a great gift in a local company to have brethren who can make something of what a young or simple person has, persons who can take something and can weave it into a reading. 

John here goes on to say, “for of his fulness we all have received”. This links with the idea of prosperity. What we receive, beloved, is of the Lord’s fulness; God is not giving us anything second best; no, assembly experiences and the touches we get in the meetings, and the ministry that is given, are of His fulness—“for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace”. I wonder whether we really value what the Lord gives us by way of ministry. 

This character of temple enquiry, and current ministry, we can enjoy together, the joys of the fellowship; it is not just that we like being together, but as having the same interest in Christ, and contemplating the same Person, we have this commonality of interest and desire to contemplate the glory of the Lord. 

One of the things that I find very testing in my house is the character of the conversation that takes place when we have the saints in the house, and also when we do not. Can we speak of, and contemplate, the glories of Christ? I do not say this in any critical way because I feel very lacking myself. You sometimes go into a brother’s house and you feel the conversation is of a spiritual level, without being forced. There was a brother, in this locality, and you could not be in that brother’s company many minutes without something of what he had contemplated in Christ, and the things of Christ, coming into his conversation. Now he was a man who was not used in platform service, so to speak, but what an appreciation he had of Christ, what a joy he had! You never saw him without a smile on his face either. Well, that is not to eulogize that brother but to show what can be done by the Spirit as we contemplate the Lord Jesus. It will not just happen, it is a deliberate state of heart and soul. And I think what was said in the reading is very true. You try, you taste, and you see that the Lord is good. You begin on this line. Do not begin with the objective of reading Mr. Taylor’s ministry from Volume 1 to 100. Dip into it, with the Spirit’s help and the right desire, and you will find you are contemplating the glories of Christ. It will help you into that. Then make sure that you contemplate. When you get an impression, stop, and remain in the presence of God. We so often go into the divine presence with our needs, sometimes with our wants, but think of the men in Scripture who went in to sit in the divine presence, and to enjoy the company of divine Persons. 

Well, this is the way we grow and prosper in our souls, and this is what is going to give strength in the testimony; this is what is going to make stable, assembly-minded persons, persons who are occupied with the Lord Jesus, persons who are prepared to spend time in contemplating the glory of that One. Beloved brethren, it should not be difficult, should it, to contemplate the One whom we love, who has died to secure us? To know Him, as has often been said, is to love Him, and to love Him is to want to contemplate Him. John was still contemplating, still after some sixty years, contemplating the glory of Christ, so much so that he was able to write this gospel. I think that most of us would admit that John’s gospel is probably as difficult a book to read as any because it measures our appreciation of, and entrance into, divine things. The gospels are strong meat, but we should never be far away from them. You can read the gospels as often as you will, and the Spirit will always bring out some fresh ray of the glory of Christ to occupy your soul in contemplation. 

Then the other thing that is very important, beloved brethren, is that we are to be occupied with the place where He lives. The Lord says, “Come and see”. This was His dwelling place when He was on the earth. I would like to apply this scripture. We need to be occupied with the Lord Jesus personally, but we also need to be occupied with Him where He is. Our brother reminded us that the assembly’s origin is heavenly. I wonder how many of us have been to heaven, and how long is it since we last went to heaven? We know that well-worn remark of one of the worthies, that he saw many people on their way to heaven, but not so many coming from heaven. I think if we are going to prosper in our souls, not only do we need to be occupied with the Person of Christ, but we need to resort to the place where He lives. We sing that hymn, 

‘Our hearts resort to where Thou liv’st 

In heav’n’s unclouded, rays’. 

Well, how long do we spend in heaven? It would be the answer to a lot of our problems. It is a fine thing to see your brethren from heaven, from the top of the mount. We sometimes look at them from where we are, and we see their difficulties, and we see things that we do not like about them, and we see perhaps features that are not according to God. But have you seen your local brethren from heaven? Have you been into the presence of God, taking with you all the things that you find difficult about them, and seen them as God sees them, and as He sees them potentially? I think it is the principle we have in Corinthians, that if Paul had not had what was potential for God in Corinth in his heart he could never have served them in the way he did. And, beloved brethren, we will never be able to help one another if we do not see one another as God sees us. 

And then there is the atmosphere of heaven. Would you not like to enjoy the atmosphere of the place where Jesus lives? If you love someone you want to be with them, and the Lord says that, “That they may behold my glory”, John 17: 4. The Lord’s desire is that we should be with Him, and when these dear men said, “Where abidest thou?”, the Lord answered, “Come and see”. It is an invitation the Lord would love to give. He would say, “Come and see”. Let us get into heaven more. I think it would be the answer to a lot of our problems, and as we become accustomed to living in heaven we shall become heavenly persons, and come out as Moses did with our faces shining. You cannot make persons joyful. That is not the way it works. 

You get into heaven and you will come out in joy and freedom, and in the liberty that belongs to heaven. You cannot be restfully there if you have any sense that what is morally out of accord with that scene is marking you. What a preservation that is! Start the day in heaven and finish the day in heaven. Anything that had entered into the day that was not heavenly in character would soon become exposed in the presence of God. God would help me to get free of that and come out here in heavenly blue. The Christian should have that as having been occupied with heavenly things, particularly on the Lord’s day. That is the way you would come into the meeting on Monday night, and the ministry meeting, and the reading, and the care meeting. You would come in as a person who had frequented heaven; and who was prospering in his soul as a result. This is normal Christianity. We sometimes think that someone who appears heavenly and spiritual is abnormal; it is God’s purpose for every one of us. We are going to live in heaven, eternally, why should we not start now? It is a right that we have because He has secured it for us, the new and living way right into the presence of God, to see and enjoy the place where Jesus lives. 

If the Lord were to say to any one of us, I am going to take you to myself today, I wonder how many of us would have regrets. There are natural regrets, of course, because we are in flesh and blood and what is natural; in a right sense, is very strong, and the Lord understands that. But I wonder whether we would want to say, Well, Lord, I just want to get a little further in my career; I just want to finish this extension to my house; .I just want to finish this project I have put my hand to. I think the Lord would wean us away from what is here, and on our side the way to that is to be in His presence. There was one man in Scripture, 

Ezekiel, who was caught up by a lock of his hair; he had nothing to hold him here. I wonder how many things hold us here; how many ropes would have to be loosened if we really did go to be with Christ. No doubt as we get older these things become more real to us. It is more difficult when we are young and we think we have life to look forward to, and the Lord understands that. Some of us who are not so young still have many of these ties, and the Lord might not be quite so understanding with us. The Lord understands what life, means. He is sympathetic with that, but He would like: to attract your heart into something which is far better. Again we come back to this materialism. Let us not surround ourselves with what is unnecessary that would make it more difficult for us to leave it behind and get into this heavenly sphere. Mr: Lyon said once after a visit to a brother who had a magnificent house and gardens, ‘Well, dear brother, for some of us heaven will be an improvement!’ 

Well, let us not surround ourselves with things that are going to make it difficult for us. If you surround yourself with what is very comfortable beyond the call of what is really necessary, it will be more difficult for you to resort to heaven because you are living in what is here. Some of us maybe have too much, and that hinders us from having that strong link with God that is really the only thing we shall take with us. . Everything else the Lord has lent us; what is material has been lent to us, and will be left behind. What He has given us spiritually is what is being formed in us, and will be taken when He takes us to be with Himself. 

So I see these two matters, beloved brethren, the importance of contemplating the Lord Jesus, and of getting into the sphere where He lives, and knowing what it is to be accustomed to heaven. The Lord would love us to be more accustomed to the place where He lives, and it is the way to spiritual prosperity. The Lord would occupy you with His things. You will have no difficulty about being assembly-minded, and having your thoughts that way, if you have been with the Lord in heaven. You will see what is next to His heart, and you will find the way He wants things worked out here on earth. Think of what an influence it would be if every brother and sister in your locality and mine was characteristically a heavenly person. A lot of these difficulties would just evaporate because when you get into heaven you will find how simple they appear in the divine light. Well, may the Lord help us to get into this line of the contemplation of Christ and enjoying the realm where He lives, that we may prosper in our souls, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Bedford
22 September 1990 

 


Scripture references

John 1:14-39 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth; [15] (John bears witness of him, and he has cried, saying, This was he of whom I said, He that comes after me is preferred before me, for he was before me;) [16] for of his fulness we all have received, and grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him]. [19] And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent from Jerusalem priests and Levites that they might ask him, Thou, who art thou? [20] And he acknowledged and denied not, and acknowledged, I am not the Christ. [21] And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he says, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered, No. [22] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to those who sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? [23] He said, I [am] [the] voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the path of [the] Lord, as said Esaias the prophet. [24] And they were sent from among the Pharisees. [25] And they asked him and said to him, Why baptisest thou then, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet? …

Psalms 122:6 (JND) [6] Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Mark 8:36 (JND) [36] For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?

1 Corinthians 1:26 (JND) [26] For consider your calling, brethren, that [there are] not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many high-born.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Leviticus 2 (JND) [1] And when any one will present an oblation to Jehovah, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil on it, and put frankincense thereon. [2] And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons, the priests; and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankincense thereof; and the priest shall burn the memorial thereof on the altar, an offering by fire to Jehovah of a sweet odour. [3] And the remainder of the oblation shall be Aaron's and his sons': [it is] most holy of Jehovah's offerings by fire. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;



THE WINTER IS PAST (Song of Songs 2: 11)

D. J. Willetts 

O glorious living Lord, 

Our hearts respond to Thee 

And answer now with one accord 

With praise in liberty. 

We are Thy bone and flesh 

In kinship’s nearness now, 

With deepest joy and love afresh 

In holy homage bow. 

Blest Lord, in deep delight 

Our hearts all merge as one, 

So from Thy bride in glory bright 

Flows love that Thou hast won. 

Blest Bridegroom, now to Thee 

The assembly’s answer comes, 

In nearness sweet and wholly free 

O blessèd heavenly One. 

Lord Jesus, we rejoice 

That Thou art satisfied. 

Thy charm, Thy beauty, and Thy voice; 

Delight Thy radiant bride. 

We hear Thy blest voice say, 

In tones so sweet and clear, 

Arise my fair one—come away 

Into a wondrous sphere. 

Birmingham
1988

 


MUSINGS

THANKSGIVING should be one of the characteristics of a believer. An Ephesians believer is not only enjoying his exalted place according to the purpose of God, but he is “giving thanks at all times for all things to him who is God and the Father”, Ephesians 5: 20. We all face testings, difficulties and sorrows (and may we go through them in dependence on divine grace), but we can always find so many blessings and mercies for which to give thanks. In fact, “giving thanks ... for all things” would mean that we can give thanks even for the discipline, for we know that a Father’s love and wisdom are behind it. In 1 Thessalonians Paul says, “In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus towards you”—(1 Thessalonians 5: 17, 18). This reflects God’s pleasure in having a constantly responsive and thankful people. 

Our daily food gives us frequent opportunities to offer our thanksgivings to the Father. Let it 

not be a mere routine and an empty formula. What it meant to the Father when Jesus, having taken the loaves, gave thanks, before the feeding of the five thousand in John 6. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 5:20 (JND) [20] giving thanks at all times for all things to him [who is] God and [the] Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 (JND) [17] pray unceasingly; [18] in everything give thanks, for this is [the] will of God in Christ Jesus towards you;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …



EXTRACTS

“Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah” (Psalm 132: 6). It was no new thought. He thought of it when he was an obscure man, a little man in a little place. His father does not know him. Jesse had a splendid lot of sons, but there was one unknown. God has His eye upon him. David’s brothers were finer men than he, but God looks not on the outward appearance but at the heart. I wish we could remember this. And what was in his heart? He says, Where is the ark? Where is God’s resting place? You have here his devotedness in connection with the habitation. Let me put a question to you, Are you exercised about your place in the assembly? Every one has a place. My little finger has a certain function with regard to my body, and the other fingers cannot do its work. 

W. Johnson (‘Meditations in the Psalms’, p.144) 

It is an immense thing for us that we are in a body of humiliation. God intends that we should be broken and humble. He has taken us up in this way in order to perfect our spirits. We are learning wonderful lessons in these bodies, we are made to feel things. Then, too, we have to be exercised as regards how we dress, feed, where we go, and how we take care of the body. In short, our bodies should be held for the will of God, and I feel myself that we should be wonderfully supported by the Spirit of God if we were on that line, so that we might be pleasurable to God in spirit, soul and body. He will be magnified in our glorified bodies, but what about our mortal bodies? Do we use our bodies to perform good works, to visit .the weak saints? The apostle says, “These hands have ministered unto my necessities”, “I have shewed you ... ye ought to support the weak”. If we could think of all this in relation to and in the light of the rapture, it would have an immense effect upon our lives. 

‘Memorials of the Ministry of R. Dunn’ (Vol. 1, p.73) 

Where there are elders there are elders, and they are to be respected as elders, and on their side, they are to do the work of eldership, and that means suffering. There are two words used, one is ‘elder’, the other ‘overseer’; they should be combined; an elder has moral weight, an overseer oversees and attends to things; they really refer to the same person. So there is no ground at all for episcopalianism or presbyterianism, the two ideas really refer to the same person, the looking after of things. “If one does not know how to conduct his own house, how shall, he take care of the assembly of God?”, 1 Timothy 3: 5. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 85, p.216) 

Beloved friends, do not let the world occupy your attention. Let your attention be diverted from this world, and the things of this world, and let it be directed to God’s scene, where there is no confusion, and where the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, have no place. Christ, in that scene, is the Sun of Righteousness, and He fills all things with the light of reconciliation, and with the warmth of love. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 14, p.287)
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Scripture references

Psalms 132:6 (JND) [6] Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood.

1 Timothy 3:5 (JND) [5] (but if one does not know how to conduct his own house, how shall he take care of the assembly of God?)
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