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THE DEVELOPMENT OF RIGHT FEELINGS IN THE SAINTS

G. C. McKay 

John 11: 32–38; 2 Samuel 1: 17–27; Jeremiah 4: 19–21; 2 Corinthians 2: 4; 7: 4, 13 

I seek grace, dear brethren, to speak about the development of right feelings in the saints. 

What we have had in these occasions has involved the taking up of the most exalted thoughts, and the saints of the assembly are capable of such. Spiritual intelligence is a very wonderful matter, intelligence in divine things. But I think for the full development of manhood, and priesthood too, there is a need of both intelligence and right feelings and affections. I venture to speak a little of that aspect of things. It is not exactly that we are governed by our feelings. 

There is a proverb that says, “The heart of a wise man is at his right hand”, Ecclesiastes 10: 2. That is a scripture that can have reference to how God has acted. His love lies behind everything but then there is His wisdom. He has directed matters in His power by His right hand. And so it should be with us, that we should have the spiritual intelligence and enlightenment that would help us to rightly direct our feelings and rightly develop them. 

We are not speaking, we would say for the sake of the young people, simply about natural affection, right as that is. It is of God, and it will be a mark of the apostasy that men will be without natural affection. It has been affected by sin, but in the believer it can be taken up afresh from the point of view of the work of God in the believer and the fact that the Spirit indwells. The natural side of things can be taken up rightly, and moderated, you might say. 

But I would like to speak about spiritual affections, and I might say divine affections, how they might be developed in us, and how essential they are. Some of the scriptures I read you might 

say are somewhat negative. I read from Jeremiah—the weeping prophet, and of a lament by David. You might naturally say, Should we not avoid these things? No, if we are going to come into the gain of the truth really at the present time we must be developed in our feelings, we must allow the Spirit to develop us in our affections. 

Therefore, I thought of David and of Jeremiah and of Paul as setting this out for us, for they were marked by this feature of which one seeks to speak. But I thought to begin with the Lord Jesus, though not putting Him on the same level as the others. In everything He is the most wonderful and supreme example to us in His blessed manhood. We have read a little of His feelings as expressed in John. But always in speaking of Christ we remember that He is not a man such as David or Jeremiah or Paul. He was a divine Person in manhood. The perfection of manhood shone in Him, coming out in the feelings that He expressed. There are many examples that can be quoted from the gospels of the Lord’s feelings, and how they came into evidence. The gospel writers are intelligent as to it, and some of them through observation are able to speak about it. 

One of the matters of the Lord’s feelings that comes out most in the gospels is His compassion. He Himself said, “I have compassion on the crowd”, Matthew 15: 32. He expresses that Himself. Elsewhere we see Him moved with compassion. As coming in in grace towards men He was marked by compassion. There were other feelings too, because one important matter as to feelings is that they should be appropriate. In everything the Lord Jesus was perfect, in every word and every step, in every reaction you might say to what arose before Him. That would apply also to the feelings that He expressed. And so the One that could have compassion was the One that could cleanse the temple and cast out the money changers, “And his disciples remembered that it is written, The zeal of thy house devours me”, John 2: 17. So that it is important that we understand 

what divine feelings are, both in regard to resentment as to evil, and what intrudes in the divine realm and would be offensive to God, and then what would involve divine love and sympathy, liberty of affection to move out in grace. 

Perhaps we could have read in Luke where His perfect manhood is emphasised more, for example as weeping over Jerusalem. Again we would remember the One who wept over Jerusalem was Jehovah, He was God Himself. He understood as no one else could what Jerusalem meant. And He felt as no one else felt that the city was slaying the prophets and stoning those sent unto her. He felt that and wept over Jerusalem and said, “how often would I have gathered thy children together as a hen her brood under her wings”, Luke 13: 34. The Lord would have done that. He was a divine Person who could do that. So we see in every circumstance with the Lord Jesus right and holy and blessed feelings. 

Where we read in John 11 He is in the presence of death. It would bring out our feelings naturally, but I think it brought out something in the Lord Jesus that was profound. In the first matter that is alluded to, verse 33, it is when He saw Mary weeping and the Jews who came with her weeping. He was deeply moved in spirit. As the footnote tells us, in that expression there is a sort of groaning. There is the thought, not only of sympathy with those who were weeping, but a divine resentment at what sin had done, and how death had come in and affected the human spirit. So the Lord Jesus, it says, was deeply moved in spirit, and then it says, another word is used, He was troubled. He says, “Where have ye put him?” Think of the Lord Jesus’ sympathy then, in manhood. He was a divine Person in manhood, and John emphasises His divinity, the greatness of the Son of God, but in his gospel we have also these beautiful expressions that bring out the feelings that marked this blessed Man in His pathway here and in His movements. Thus there were those who said, “Behold how he loved him!” 

“Jesus wept”, 

He ‘shed tears’, the footnote says. The suggestion there is of silent weeping. Divine affections there in that blessed One were coming out. 

Again deeply moved in Himself He comes to the tomb, where there was a cave and a stone lay upon it. He is deeply moved again at the thought of death and in the presence of death. 

The first groaning or the first matter of being deeply moved seems to be connected with the effect of death on the human spirit as He saw it in Mary and in the Jews. Then as He approached the tomb there were other thoughts, I believe, in His holy mind, for He Himself was going to go into death. He was going to deal with that matter, and He felt what death was, and He approaches death as it were at this point, and He is deeply moved in Himself. So what feelings marked the Lord Jesus. How often it refers in John’s gospel to the fact that He was troubled. We do not get the abandonment, or Gethsemane in John, but in John 12 the Lord Jesus looking forward to His death says, “Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say?”, John 12: 27. So these matters are recorded for our contemplation. They are deeper no doubt than we can fully enter into but they are recorded for us. I think it is a very touching thing that divine feelings seen in Christ are brought so close to us. 

At Gethsemane there were persons who could take in, who could hear what the Lord was saying. In one of the gospels He was withdrawn just a stone’s throw. It suggests that He was just within reach. They were not beside Him exactly but they were within reach, as if these holy emotions which marked the Lord Jesus and the perfection that came out in Him then is available to us in that sense. The disciples slept, we know. Nature is not able for these things. 

He looked for sympathisers and found none. He looked for those that would support Him but He faced these things alone. A little later in the gospel He is again troubled in spirit. He says, 

“Verily, verily, I say to you, that one of you 

shall deliver me up”, John 13: 21. What feelings as He spoke to His own in that setting of love, a setting in which He had washed His disciples’ feet! He says, “one of you shall deliver me up”. So the scriptures set these matters out for our contemplation, to see what the Lord Jesus’ feelings were in the perfection of His manhood, whether it would be indignation at the power of death, or whether it would be distress, as in Mark 3, at the hardness of the heart of those in the synagogue when He was going to heal the infirm man. “Distressed”, it says, “at the hardening of their heart”, Mark 3: 5. 

What I think I would like to derive just a little from this is, that if these things came out in the perfection of Christ in manhood, there is no doubt it is recorded that we should take note of them. And we should perhaps look at ourselves and consider to what extent divine feelings have been developed in us. I understand the saints of the assembly are capacitated to take in these truths and to be developed in them, not only capacitated to take in the greatest thoughts of God, as we have been having in these readings, but to be capacitated to express divine feelings. After all, the saints of the assembly are indwelt by the Spirit, and the Spirit as the Spirit of Christ and imbuing the believer would, I believe, bring in right feelings into his soul whatever occasion arises. These are deep matters, the brethren will see, and really only the Holy Spirit can bring them into our souls and help us in regard to them. 

We have to be careful, and I trust nothing that I have said would infringe on the person of the Lord Jesus. We cannot look into the ark. There is something inscrutable there. There were divine affections there in a blessed Man. He wept. He wept audibly over Jerusalem, He wept silently in John 11. The gospels record His feelings, His deepest feelings. They record His agonies in Gethsemane. They record that for us, it is brought to us, within a stone’s throw. 

And surely that is to impress us, and what we are impressed 

with and contemplate then should I think come to mark us in measure. 

I thought about these Old Testament scriptures, first what is seen in David, the great type of Christ in the Old Testament. Christ was the root of David, and there is no doubt about it that the Spirit of Christ was seen in David. The Spirit of Christ marks not only those that follow on after the incoming of Christ and His death and resurrection, but the Spirit of Christ is seen in the Old Testament because He was the source of all these features in the Old Testament saints that were pleasurable to God. Now David was marked by great military prowess and faithfulness, but he was clearly also a man of very considerable feeling. We find him weeping on more than one occasion. He wept here. I suppose that was one of the things that attracted Israel and made them love David, the beautiful spirit that marked him. Jonathan’s soul was knit with David as he listened to the gracious way that David spoke to Saul when he had slain the giant. And so there was grace with David that became attractive. He had been weeping just earlier in this narrative at Ziklag. They wept until they had no more power to weep (1 

Samuel 30: 4). He wept with Jonathan too, and it says that David exceeded (1 Samuel 20: 41). So he sets out something of this element of feeling. 

The truth is not only simply objective or a matter of intelligence, but it involves a subjective formation that must involve feeling. It has often been pointed out that the five books of the Pentateuch bring forth the truth objectively in a full and wonderful way. Then there are the five books of the Psalms that are in correspondence. That is, the whole element of soul and response to what God sets out is in the Psalms, many of which of course David wrote, turning these experiences with God into Psalms, making them available for the service of God. It has been said that the books of the Psalms are the soul of the Old Testament. There is a great reservoir of feeling, you might say of divinely wrought feeling, 

in the Psalms and David had his part in that, “the sweet psalmist of Israel”, 2 Samuel 23: 1. 

What a man he was! How attractive he must have been, not only in his military ability but in his spirit. He could bow persons’ hearts, the hearts of the men of Judah. He could do that in his wondrous spirit. 

The Lord Jesus affects us in that way. We speak of Him. We understand His charm, His feelings towards us, His concern for us, His consideration for us. How attractive the Lord Jesus is in that way. He attracted our hearts thus at the beginning in the glad tidings, and He continues to hold our hearts. When speaking of the Lord Jesus’ feelings I ought to have added that He is still a blessed Man. The heart of a Man beats in heaven, it has been said. And the same blessed Man has feelings. What the Lord suffered and endured, and the feelings that came out in Him then when He was tempted down here, are all put to account for us, because our great High Priest can thus sympathise with us having been through these things. 

How wonderful to think then of the feelings of the Lord Jesus, not only historically in the record, but His present feelings, His feelings for His assembly, His consideration for His own, His priestly concern. Oh, if we could just have some sense of that, the depth of sympathy that lies in the heart of Christ for us, as our High Priest on high. The divine nature in all its affection and power is towards us, and we get the gain of that priesthood as we lay hold of it. We are not cut off from Him. He has gone beyond the heavens, it tells us in Hebrews (Hebrews 7: 26), but still we are not cut off from Him. His love is towards us. And as we go through experiences here that are deep and difficult we can lay hold of that love. Mr Raven says, very helpfully, that that is how we get the gain of it. We appropriate the love of the Priest (see Vol. 6, p.45). That is not only the love He showed in the past, but the love that He has for us now. 

We can take account of the feelings of Christ, and we can 

see them traced in David too. Here he is speaking in a lament. I do not know that I have ever been at readings on the Book of Lamentations, but there is such a book. You might say, Would that not be negative? Why did the Holy Spirit put laments into the Scripture, for there are a number of them? Jeremiah was the weeping prophet. Must another book be added, his Lamentations? Yes, the Spirit of God put another book in. It is to bring out this sort of right feeling in us, that a right spirit should be seen too in us as calamities occur. Here David is lamenting over Saul and over Jonathan his son. And what comes out most beautifully is the spirit of David. He is not rejoicing over the death of his enemy Saul, because Saul had sought his life, but weeping, weeping and lamenting over Saul and Jonathan. So we get here a magnanimous spirit, a spirit that rises above all the insult and persecution. There is no thought of self with David here. He is not thinking of the kingdom for himself. He is lamenting over the king that has been slain, and his regard for the anointing is there. How touching it is! “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan”. You know, the Lord Jesus had real affection for His disciples. Mr. Darby says in his Synopsis (Vol. 3, p.402) that His love for John had a human element. The Lord Jesus was a real Man and therefore His affection partook of that character, only according to His order of manhood no doubt. But here David says, “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan—very pleasant wast thou unto me”, and so on. 

Now one of the remarkable things about this song of the bow, or use of the bow as it might be translated, is that intelligence marks it too. While there is this outpouring of feeling on David’s part as to the awful calamity that had come on God’s anointed, this disaster that had occurred, he is drawing a lesson from it too. His intelligence is in it, for he is looking at what happened, and in this song he is bringing out help and direction. The Psalms are like that. 

They are not only an expression of feeling but lessons are arrived at through them. And so here David is teaching Judah a 

lesson. He is pointing out that there was a problem, a weakness with Saul that contributed to the calamity. His weapons are mentioned again and again—the shield of Saul as not anointed with oil, the mighty fallen and the instruments of war perished. If you read the earlier account you will see it was the archers that harassed Saul. So this is the song of the bow, David saying as it were in the calamity that has overcome these persons we have to understand that there was a defect with them and their weapons. Therefore, David as a man of war would teach Israel that, and would say we have to find right weapons, that will not be vilely cast away, that we have to know how to undertake spiritual warfare rightly. 

How magnanimous David is, how beautifully he speaks of Saul—“Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their lives. Even in their death were not divided”. He rises above all the history and he speaks of what he knew. I suppose he may have gone back in his history to what he knew of Saul earlier on, before Saul turned against him, and he did not forget Jonathan’s love for him. Yet Jonathan had not gone with him. But still, “Thy love to me was wonderful”, he says. There is a magnanimity in that. It is the Spirit of Christ really rising above what would be natural feeling. So David was a weeper. He wept. There was a time when he wept and it was not to his credit, when he was overcome by natural feeling in regard to his son Absalom. Even the great David at a certain point had to be rebuked, and rightly rebuked for it. He was overcome by natural affection. Natural affection is right in its way, but his expression of it was excessive and inappropriate at the time. But in this section he expresses freely the Spirit of Christ. How beautiful that is and that should imbue us too. As we look even at persons who ill-treat us, or think of brethren who have sometimes said things against us, even currently perhaps, a magnanimous spirit would rise above that. We can look to see if there is the anointing there. Do they belong to Christ? Is the person indwelt by the Spirit? Can we say something good about 

them? And if calamity occurs can we express feelings such as David expresses? 

Now Jeremiah is one of the most feeling persons in the Old Testament, the weeping prophet he is sometimes called. He was clearly by character a tender feeling man. God had a task for him in taking him up, and that task was to pronounce judgment, unsparing judgment, on Judah, because of the state in which they were. One would have thought that God would have taken up someone like Jehu, someone with vigour and definiteness, who would not be soft in what he did. But Jehovah chose a tender man, a soft man. You might say, Why should God bring in and choose such a vessel for such a task? Well God has His own way of doing things. He took a man who was tending to be weak and timid, and it says, “And I, behold, I appoint thee this day as a strong city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls, against the whole land” (Jeremiah 1: 18). I am going to make you that because you are going to pronounce against Israel the words that I give thee; “against the whole land; against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land. And they shall fight against thee, but they shall not prevail against thee—for I am with thee, saith Jehovah, to deliver thee”. And so this deeply feeling man was put in this position of speaking to the people on behalf of God about their terrible state and history and the impending judgment. 

It really overwhelmed him at times, and he hardly felt able for such a matter. Yet he was faithful, and the words that God gave him he spoke. He felt it deeply. He felt the state of the people; as a prophet among the people, he felt the state. He was one of the people, they were his people. And then he felt the fact that judgment was coming and that God was giving him such words of judgment. He felt for the people as to the judgment that was about to fall upon them. And then he felt it that, despite his own piety and faithfulness, the people that he was speaking to were 

persecuting him, speaking against him and plotting against him, on one occasion putting him down in a dungeon. He felt that deeply. So why did God act thus? 

God was concerned that, in bringing out what He was going to have to do in faithfulness with His people, there should be with it an expression of divine affections. It was to be understood that God was doing these things, yet divine affections were there. It is quite a remarkable thing divine affections were there, even if it was not a time when He could express them. I have spoken about appropriate movements of affection and feelings. There is a time to embrace, and there is a time to refrain from embracing. Now the fact that you refrain from embracing does not mean you do not love the person. It does not mean that at all. It means it is just not the time for it. So you refrain from it. You might say, That is a person I know well and love. That might be, but you might have to refrain from embracing. They may have come under assembly discipline and gone on a lawless course. You cannot embrace them. It does not mean you love them any the less, but you cannot embrace them. 

The Lord Jesus in Revelation is seen by John at the beginning in judicial garb, and He is bound round with a golden girdle at the breasts. Now we often say that that indicates that His affections were not free as He moved among the assemblies. That is verily true, but there is something else in it—the affection was there but He was bound round with a golden girdle, it was not the time that He could express His affection. He has to speak so solemnly to some of these assemblies. To Philadelphia He does mention His love. The love is there, you see. And even quite remarkably to Laodicea he speaks about how He rebukes and disciplines those that He loves. So the love was there but at that time He could not express it fully and freely as He wished. So you can see that something of that must enter into what Jeremiah’s task was, what his prophecy 

was. While the faithful word was there, and God’s prophet was standing as a brazen wall and an iron pillar, along with that there was an outpouring of feelings that really expressed divine affections. 

So that Jeremiah pleads sometimes. At one point God says, Do not intercede for the people. 

At another time Jeremiah does intercede. And time and again his affections for his people and his feeling as to all that is transpiring almost overwhelm him. So we have to think about controlled affections, affections controlled and directed rightly. In Revelation the seven angels with the seven last plagues are bound round at the breasts too with golden girdles. 

They are pouring out judgment and they are bound round at the breast. What does that mean? 

That is solemn. That is for the world. Again, no expression of affection can be there. But you know, even at that awful time with these seven angels pouring out these woes, there is a testimony that the affection was there but it had been refused. God’s love had come towards them, and now that love having been rejected there was nothing for them, for the world, but judgment. 

So in Jeremiah where we read he feels and expresses the whole matter. Chapter 4 refers to the organs of feeling, I suppose, typically “My bowels! My bowels! I am in travail! Oh, the walls of my heart! My heart maketh a noise in me”. And why? “For thou hearest, my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the clamour or war”. The judgment is coming, he hears it in prophetic vision and his heart can hardly contain his feelings. “Destruction upon destruction is proclaimed”, and so on. Elsewhere he speaks about his wound being incurable. How he felt things! Why is it incurable? he says. Is there no balm in Gilead? Can I not get out of this situation, can I not get relief? So he went through with these things, and God stood by him and brought him through. And all the time that he was speaking to the people in faithfulness there was a testimony in his own spirit to divine feelings, I believe. God had used a vessel such that these things could 

be expressed. And so we have to deal with evil too, dear brethren. 

We have sometimes to deal with matters that are most distasteful. We sometimes have to act in a way that we would not wish in regard to persons. Judgment, after all, even with God is said to be His unwonted work, His strange work (Isaiah 28: 21). So sometimes affection has to be restrained. It is a question, therefore, of appropriate feelings according to what belongs to the saints of the assembly, I do believe. Well there is much more that could be said about Jeremiah as working through the prophecy. It is full of feeling and not just a cold calculated statement of judgment. His whole prophecy is imbued with feeling, and as I say, in addition to that, in addition to the prophecy you get the Lamentations of Jeremiah about this city. Now we often speak about this, dear brethren, and I wonder how much we could be up to it. The Lord Jesus wept over Jerusalem, and Jeremiah lamented over the city as desolate. Mr. Lyon used to speak about broken-hearted churchmen. Do we really feel what has happened to the church? Have we really got divinely inwrought feelings as to the disaster and as to the state of things? Do we really feel it? Can we be helped by the Spirit of Christ to feel it as Christ feels it, and thus to mourn what has come in, taking our part in it too? 

Perhaps I could allude to one other section in Jeremiah. There was a section that Mr Darby loved and quoted a number of times and it is in chapter 15. Mr Darby felt that he was rather like Jeremiah. He describes himself somewhere as a man of contention, constantly in conflict (see Jeremiah 15: 10). He was having to condemn what he saw that was evil in Christendom and what had happened. He was seeking to be faithful himself in regard to all this and he was being the subject of attack. He felt a very great sympathy with Jeremiah at this time. And then, therefore, at one stage here Jeremiah turns against God. Read chapter 15: 18, “Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound incurable? It refuseth to 

be healed. Wilt thou be altogether unto me as a treacherous spring, as waters that fail?”—

strong words spoken to God Himself. But it was out of the anguish of his soul, and you would say for a moment he got away from God as feeling the terrible burden of what was laid upon him. Well, God says, Return. We had that yesterday and here is another example of it. 

“Therefore thus saith Jehovah—If thou return, then will I bring thee again, thou shalt stand before me” (Jeremiah 15: 19). I will reinstate you in your office as My prophet, and then what Mr. Darby loved to quote, “and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth”. That was the section that guided him much in seeking to look for the precious and to bring it out from the vile. These precious things that we have enjoyed over these days have been taken out from the vile, out of wrong settings, and out of error. They are now for us. They have been secured through exercises like Jeremiah’s, deep exercise and concern and dealings with God. But they have come authoritatively too. I say that without any hesitation. “If thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth”. If someone was made as God’s mouth I would listen to him. 

In our dispensation, I think one of the great examples for us is the apostle Paul. Paul was taken up not only to be a great vessel, a great minister of the truth of the mystery. He was taken up thus, his intelligence was remarkable, his intelligence as to the mystery, but there was another divine motive in the taking up and the formation of Paul, and that is that he should set out what a Christian is, quite simply, just set out Christianity, seen in all its energy and directness in a man. It is a very wonderful thing that the Lord was able to do that, to take such a vessel and make him a demonstration of what the gospel could do, and of what Christianity can be in one who is devoted to the Lord Jesus. He is allowed to speak about himself. In fact he was forced to speak about himself to the Corinthians because they were turning against him, and he said he would have to be foolish and start 

boasting. He says, Bear with me for I am going to boast. I know it is folly but I am going to have to do it. And thus he discloses his sufferings. He gives a great list of what he went through. God allowed that so that we might have some demonstration and knowledge of what Paul was. And so in his feelings, as in other matters, he demonstrates, I think, what a believer is as imbued with the Spirit of Christ. 

Where we read in 2 Corinthians he speaks of his feelings when the Corinthians got right. It was one of the burdens he had, assemblies where things were not right. Where things were not going well, even if an individual was not going well, Paul felt it. If someone stumbled he burned. And then he had the burden of all the assemblies. What a heart he had, to take all that into his affections, like Moses of old carrying the people in his bosom. Paul had the capacity to take on this, the burden of all the assemblies. And so how he dealt with these things becomes a lesson book for us because we face these things. 

We do face difficulties in localities that arise. They constantly arise and often in our own localities we are sorely tested too. Paul brings out in his skill, and in his spirit, how to deal with matters. What a problem Corinth was to him—a divided state, the parties, the immorality that existed, the terrible conditions when they came together supposedly to take the Lord’s supper. He said they were not actually taking the Lord’s supper at all. How much he had to take account of. And so he wrote the epistle. In his wisdom he kept away. He knew if he went he would have to be severe, so he thought instead he would remain away and see if the conscience of the assembly could be stirred. Thus in great Levitical skill he wrote the first epistle to the Corinthians. What a valuable letter it is, giving us instruction in divine principles in the house of God. In the first epistle he does not speak much at all about his love. It is not exactly an epistle of affection. Affection was there but it is not exactly that. He does in one place, in chapter 4, say, “Not as 

chiding do I write these things to you, but as my beloved children I admonish you” (1 

Corinthians 4: 14). He speaks of himself as a father. You might say his affection breaks out into expression for a moment, but he could not really express full affection and speak freely to the Corinthians as he desired. And so he had to write this serious, grievous letter, this first epistle to the Corinthians. 

And then we discover in the second epistle what he went through when he wrote it. He says, I wrote that letter out of much tribulation and distress of heart, with many tears. I did not tell you at the time but that is how I wrote it. He says later on he felt so much having to bring in such strong words that he almost regretted sending the letter (2 Corinthians 7: 8). And now there is a result coming about. What feelings were there! I suppose again it was like the breasts bound round with the golden girdle. In the first epistle he could not express his affections, but in the second epistle he says his heart is expanded. He was able to move out in his affections to the Corinthians because of their getting right. Not that everything had totally been put right, but in principle they had got right and proved themselves pure in the matter. 

He was overjoyed, because while there are these deep exercises connected with difficulties, what a joy there is that through the Lord’s help victory is arrived at, and the saints are secured according to God’s thoughts. So he speaks of this tribulation of heart with which he wrote, but then later on in chapter 7, verse 4, he speaks about his wonderful joy, “Great is my boldness towards you, great my exulting in respect of you; I am filled with encouragement; I over-abound in joy under all our affliction”. What joy and genuine affection was in the heart of Paul. And so you find that running through his epistles. 

In chapter 6 his heart is opened, his mouth is opened, his heart is expanded. Even if their heart was not yet expanded his heart was expanded. He tells them to let their heart expand itself. Elsewhere you find his feelings in other 

regards. In Philippians he weeps over persons that he says “are the enemies of the cross of Christ—whose end is destruction, whose god is the belly”, Philippians 3: 18, 19. These people must have been connected, I suppose, with the profession but had that character. You might say Paul could have denounced them without tears, but he says, I tell you even weeping that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ. Then there are all the tender expressions that come into the epistles. In Philemon he describes Onesimus as his bowels, as if all Paul’s feelings and affections were bound up with this convert he had made. And you can see the tenderness of his affection in dealing with Philemon and with others too. We had allusions early in the meetings to his love and affectionate bond with the young Thessalonians. And so victory is arrived at. How wonderful this is. 

Much exercise involved in it. Divine love has to express itself in the saints in an appropriate way. “The heart of a wise man is at his right hand”, Ecclesiastes 10: 2. It is not out of control. 

And so Paul uses his affections rightly and restrains them, and then he comes into the liberty of expression and there is victory. You know, we have to go through many things, dear brethren. You might say when some trouble arises, Let us deal with it. That is not the first thing at all. The first thing is to feel it, feel it before God. He will help as there are right feelings. What can not be brought about amongst the saints in any difficulty, if there are right feelings amongst the saints, if what I am speaking about is formed in us and is expressed to God too in prayer? Well, I trust what has been said is right, and useful to us too, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Ormond Beach/Bunnell
25 May 2009 
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John 11:32-38 (JND) [32] Mary therefore, when she came where Jesus was, seeing him, fell at his feet, saying to him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. [33] Jesus therefore, when he saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, was deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled, [34] and said, Where have ye put him? They say to him, Lord, come and see. [35] Jesus wept. [36] The Jews therefore said, Behold how he loved him! [37] And some of them said, Could not this [man], who has opened the eyes of the blind [man], have caused that this [man] also should not have died? [38] Jesus therefore, again deeply moved in himself, comes to the tomb. Now it was a cave, and a stone lay upon it.

2 Samuel 1:17-27 (JND) [17] And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son; [18] and he bade them teach the children of Judah [the song of] the bow. Behold, it is written in the book of Jasher: [19] The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen! [20] Tell [it] not in Gath, carry not the tidings in the streets of Ashkelon; Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. [21] Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, no rain upon you, nor fields of heave-offerings! For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, The shield of Saul, [as] not anointed with oil. [22] From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, The bow of Jonathan turned not back, And the sword of Saul returned not empty. [23] Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their lives, Even in their death were not divided; They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. [24] Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet with splendour, Who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel. [25] How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! Jonathan is slain upon thy high places. [26] I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant wast thou unto me; Thy love to me was wonderful, passing women's love. [27] How are the mighty fallen, and the instruments of war perished!

Jeremiah 4:19-21 (JND) [19] My bowels! my bowels! I am in travail! [Oh,] the walls of my heart! My heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace: for thou hearest, my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the clamour of war. [20] Destruction upon destruction is proclaimed; for the whole land is wasted: suddenly are my tents laid waste, my curtains, in a moment. [21] How long shall I see the standard, [and] hear the sound of the trumpet?

2 Corinthians 2:4 (JND) [4] For out of much tribulation and distress of heart I wrote to you, with many tears; not that ye may be grieved, but that ye may know the love which I have very abundantly towards you.

2 Corinthians 7:4-13 (JND) [4] Great [is] my boldness towards you, great my exulting in respect of you; I am filled with encouragement; I overabound in joy under all our affliction. [5] For indeed, when we came into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but [we were] afflicted in every way; without combats, within fears. [6] But he who encourages those that are [brought] low, [even] God, encouraged us by the coming of Titus; [7] and not by his coming only, but also through the encouragement with which he was encouraged as to you; relating to us your ardent desire, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I the more rejoiced. [8] For if also I grieved you in the letter, I do not regret [it], if even I have regretted it; for I see that that letter, if even [it were] only for a time, grieved you. [9] Now I rejoice, not that ye have been grieved, but that ye have been grieved to repentance; for ye have been grieved according to God, that in nothing ye might be injured by us. [10] For grief according to God works repentance to salvation, never to be regretted; but the grief of the world works death. [11] For, behold, this same thing, your being grieved according to God, how much diligence it wrought in *you*, but [what] excusing [of yourselves], but [what] indignation, but [what] fear, but [what] ardent desire, but [what] zeal, but [what] vengeance: in every way ye have proved yourselves to be pure in the matter. [12] So then, if also I wrote to you, [it was] not for the sake of him that injured, nor for the sake of him that was injured, but for the sake of our diligent zeal for you being manifested to you before God. [13] For this reason we have been encouraged. And we the rather rejoiced in our encouragement more abundantly by reason of the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all.

Ecclesiastes 10:2 (JND) [2] The heart of a wise [man] is at his right hand; but a fool's heart at his left.

Matthew 15:32 (JND) [32] But Jesus, having called his disciples to [him], said, I have compassion on the crowd, because they have stayed with me already three days and they have not anything they can eat, and I would not send them away fasting lest they should faint on the way.

John 2:17 (JND) [17] [And] his disciples remembered that it is written, The zeal of thy house devours me.

Luke 13:34 (JND) [34] Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the [city] that kills the prophets and stones those that are sent unto her, how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen her brood under her wings, and ye would not.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12:27 (JND) [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour.

John 13:21 (JND) [21] Having said these things, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and testified and said, Verily, verily, I say to you, that one of you shall deliver me up.

Mark 3 (JND) [1] And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was there a man having his hand dried up. [2] And they watched him if he would heal him on the sabbath, that they might accuse him. [3] And he says to the man who had his hand dried up, Rise up [and come] into the midst. …

Mark 3:5 (JND) [5] And looking round upon them with anger, distressed at the hardening of their heart, he says to the man, Stretch out thy hand. And he stretched [it] out, and his hand was restored.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

1 Samuel 20:41 (JND) [41] The lad went, and David arose from the side of the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself three times; and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, until David exceeded.

2 Samuel 23:1 (JND) [1] Now these are the last words of David: David the son of Jesse saith, And the man who was raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the sweet psalmist of Israel saith,

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Jeremiah 1:18 (JND) [18] And I, behold, I appoint thee this day as a strong city, and an iron pillar, and brazen walls, against the whole land; against the kings of Judah, against its princes, against its priests, and against the people of the land.

Isaiah 28:21 (JND) [21] For Jehovah will rise up as on mount Perazim, he will be moved with anger as in the valley of Gibeon; that he may do his work, his strange work, and perform his act, his unwonted act.

Jeremiah 15:10 (JND) [10] Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife and a man of contention to the whole land! I have not lent on usury, nor have they lent to me on usury; [yet] every one of them doth curse me.

Jeremiah 15:19 (JND) [19] Therefore thus saith Jehovah: If thou return, then will I bring thee again, thou shalt stand before me; and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth. Let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto them.

2 Corinthians 7:8 (JND) [8] For if also I grieved you in the letter, I do not regret [it], if even I have regretted it; for I see that that letter, if even [it were] only for a time, grieved you.

Philippians 3:18-19 (JND) [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ: [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:)

Ecclesiastes 10:2 (JND) [2] The heart of a wise [man] is at his right hand; but a fool's heart at his left.



THE UNSELFISHNESS OF DIVINE LOVE

A. P. Grant 

Romans 8: 31, 32; 15: 1–4; 1 Kings 17: 2–16; 2 Samuel 11: 11; Philippians 1: 21–26 

I was thinking of how love was expressed in these scriptures, especially divine love. I was thinking particularly of the unselfishness of divine love. Think of the contrast to the world where the motivation for everything is self, that is the principle of the world’s system. The energy of the world is pleasing self, but in Christianity we are having to do with God, and how fully God has expressed His love for us. We speak of this in the glad tidings. The verse in Romans 8 sets it out so fully that “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all”. Think of the greatness of that, the great expression of unselfishness, that God gave the most precious thing that He had, in view of having the saints for Himself. The scripture says in Job that if God had only thought of Himself and withdrew His breath all flesh would have expired together (Job 34: 14, 15). Think of how unselfish God is, what a contrast to what we find around us. God would have that feature developed in the saints. We can think of what Christ meant to God, the supreme object of His affections. We can take account of the type in Abraham and Isaac, “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest”, Genesis 22: 2. Think of the perfect relationship, the perfect love between Abraham and Isaac; think of God not sparing His Son. 

It should touch our affections deeply that God has given His very best in view of our blessing, “but delivered him up for us all”. It does not mention our sins here but other scriptures include that. Think of the value God placed on having men for Himself, giving His very best for us. We think too of the pathway of the Lord Jesus, how many scriptures there are that speak of Christ giving Himself; He gave 

Himself for our sins and He delivered Himself up to secure the assembly. Many scriptures could be quoted which show what unselfish love shone out in Christ in accord with God’s love, the obedience that marked Him and the way He went in love. That is to have an effect on our affections as we think of how divine Persons have unselfishly given their best, given their all to secure us. We were occupied with the Holy Spirit’s service last weekend and how unselfishly the Spirit serves in view of the heart of Christ being satisfied, and in view of the Father’s satisfaction too. So we can take account of the unselfish motives in divine Persons, their love has been fully expressed. My exercise is that there should be an answer in our hearts because we know that naturally we are selfish, we think of ourselves. 

In Romans 15, I was thinking especially of the expression, “For the Christ also did not please himself”. We know that every footstep of the Lord Jesus here was pleasing to the Father. He always did the things pleasing to Him. What food there is for us in consideration of His pathway! There was not one act of His that involved pleasing Himself. The scripture puts it the other way too, that He always did the things that were pleasing to the Father; but here it is put this way, “For the Christ also did not please himself”. That is in view of providing a model for us; that word “also” would mean that He is a model for us. What blessing there is in taking account of His pathway and learning from Him! This chapter and the previous chapter are concerning a weak brother, someone who is weak in the faith, and the word is here, “Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good”, that is we are not to please ourselves. Think of the Spirit of Christ that is to mark us towards the weak. “But we ought, we that are strong” the strong are not to please themselves, so that a weak brother may not be harmed. Think of the Lord Jesus who was harmless, there was nothing in Him that would cause harm to anyone. He would be a model for us in everything, so that we should consider for one another, consider those 

who are weak and consider those who are young. There may be a danger of a weaker person being discouraged or stumbled, but the Spirit of Christ is to mark us so that we are not to please ourselves. May we take that into our hearts, what is of the Spirit of Christ, how different to what we see in the world. Men are marked by self-pleasing, that is their motivation, but in Christ there was no motivation to please Himself. He is the perfect model for us. May we be encouraged in this that we are not on this line of pleasing ourselves. 

In 1 Kings 17, I thought there were examples of persons marked by unselfishness, and we should have that feature developed in our affections. What we see in these persons we read of was that they put the things of Christ first. What a change being brought about in persons like ourselves! Naturally we would put ourselves first, but these persons we read of, the widow and Elijah and Paul were so affected by divine love that they put Christ’s things first. My exercise is that we all learn from these various examples that the Lord’s things must be first. 

It is a great blessing when younger persons come to it for themselves that the Lord’s things are to be first in their lives. The section in 1 Kings 17 has to do with the maintenance of the prophet and the prophetic word; and it seems that the principle of unselfishness underlies the maintenance of God’s mind being made known. The first word as to the maintenance of the prophet was concerning the ravens which are unclean creatures, but God can work with persons who are naturally unclean in view of a change being brought about, “What God has cleansed, do not thou make common”, Acts 10: 15. Naturally the ravens would be selfish but they brought food for the prophet. It shows how God in grace can work in men and bring about a change in view of the feature of unselfishness being developed. 

The widow’s outlook was death and she says, “I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die”. She really had herself 

before her but a change was brought about. Think of the blessing that resulted from putting the Lord’s things first. We prove that practically in our lives; many have proved it, the great blessing that follows giving Christ the first place, recognising His rights. The prophet’s word was, “make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me; and afterwards make for thee and for thy son”. She responded readily to the word. In Luke 4 she is honoured and brought in as an example. The thought of the little cake is very attractive, it suggests the assembly. The whole section is marked by what is small, like the present time, the day of small things, a little oil, a handful of meal, all suggestive of what is small. There was enough food to sustain the testimony, sustain the prophet and the prophetic word. What a great matter it is to have the living word of God. I think this feature underlies it, recognising that the Lord’s rights are first. It says, “Make me thereof a little cake”. I think that is what the Lord has in mind, some little expression of the assembly, the whole thing, “make me thereof a little cake first”. 

They were maintained a whole year, the meal in the barrel speaking of the humanity of Christ, and the oil speaking of the Spirit; these great divine resources which are sustaining the testimony. The testimony here was about to die out, that was the widow’s outlook, but what a change as she was brought to appreciate Christ and what was available in the Holy Spirit. 

This could be a picture of a local company. It says, “she, and he, and her house, ate a whole year”. Think of the different seasons and what was available in Christ and in the Spirit sustaining this small company for the whole year. I think we prove that. “The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah”. I think that love being expressed in this way in local places is very precious to the heart of Christ, all based on putting Christ’s rights first. May we be encouraged in following this up. 

We read of Urijah, another shining example of one who did not please himself, he did not consider for himself. What was first in his heart was the ark, Israel and Judah. This was a very dark chapter in David’s history. David failed, he was taking his ease, he was pleasing himself. That was the spirit that marked him, he was not taking part in the conflict. The Spirit draws attention to Urijah as an example. He shines in all the features in which David was failing at this point. David was recovered but the Spirit draws attention to the faithfulness of Urijah who was not considering for himself; he was considering typically for Christ and all the great thoughts of divine purpose in relation to the saints in Israel and Judah; I think that would remind us of the service of God. These divine thoughts were first in his heart, and I think this simple faithfulness that marked him was very precious in God’s sight. He is brought into Matthew’s gospel in chapter 1 not strictly as belonging to the royal line, but his name is mentioned there as morally belonging to the royal line. 

Urijah lost his life, he suffered because of his faithfulness, but it is through simple faithfulness that the testimony continues in brightness, in a dark day when there is failure. 

The apostle speaks of faithful men who can be trusted (2 Timothy 2: 2). A faithful man would put the ark first in his thoughts, “The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths ... shall I then go into my house … ?” David is being devious here, a contrast to Urijah’s simplicity in having the Lord before Him. I think divine love having its effect in our hearts would bring about such faithfulness. These precious divine thoughts were in his heart; how he is honoured in the New Testament. May this faithfulness mark us as we consider for the Lord Jesus first. 

Lastly I referred to Paul, another example for us of one who did not consider for himself. 

Paul could say, “the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me”, Galatians 2: 20. What an effect the love of Christ had on Paul’s life. It was the principle of his life, as he says here, “For for me to live is 

Christ”. Christ was everything to him. He is not writing as an apostle in this epistle. He is a model for us, we are to learn from Paul. It seems that he was given a choice as to whether to depart to be with Christ, or to remain with the saints. How near he was to the Lord and Paul says, “remaining in the flesh is more necessary for your sakes”, and, “I know that I shall remain and abide along with you all”. Think of how the assembly had such a place in Paul’s affections. Paul knew what was for the heart of Christ, what was first in Christ’s heart and that is how he considered things. He did not consider for himself, he was thinking of the assembly being for the heart of Christ. For Paul himself it would be better to depart to be with Christ. May we learn from these examples in our lives day by day, for blessing flows from simple faithfulness to the Lord Jesus. 

We were reminded last weekend of the good conditions in early Acts and of the unselfishness shining out so fully among the saints. Those that believed were together, and had all things common. What an answer there was in the assembly to divine love, and that can be known now in principle among the saints in unselfishness. The whole energy of the world is driven by self-pleasing, but what a contrast we see in the Lord Jesus who did not please Himself. 

Someone said that if even He did please Himself, all He did would have been perfect, but that was not the motivation in His heart. His motivation was the blessing of others. How simple it is, and what a change God is bringing about in us, as divine love is shining in our hearts. It is on that principle that the local assembly can operate, and the mind of God be made known. 

May we be encouraged as being occupied with Christ and the fulness of divine love as is seen in divine Persons. May we be encouraged and blest through considering for the Lord, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Glasgow, 22 August 2009 
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Scripture references

Romans 8:31-32 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us? [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Romans 15:1-4 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. [4] For as many things as have been written before have been written for our instruction, that through endurance and through encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.

1 Kings 17:2-16 (JND) [2] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [3] Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. [4] And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the torrent; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. [5] And he went and did according to the word of Jehovah; he went and abode by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. [6] And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the torrent. [7] And it came to pass after a while that the torrent dried up, for there had been no rain in the land. [8] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [9] Arise, go to Zarephath, which is by Zidon, and abide there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to maintain thee. [10] And he arose and went to Zarephath; and when he came to the entrance of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. [11] And she went to fetch [it], and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand. [12] And she said, As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse; and behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. [13] And Elijah said to her, Fear not; go, do as thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake first; and bring it to me; and afterwards make for thee and for thy son. …

2 Samuel 11:11 (JND) [11] And Urijah said to David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields: shall I then go into my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? [As] thou livest, and [as] thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.

Philippians 1:21-26 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain; [22] but if to live in flesh [is my lot], this is for me worth the while: and what I shall choose I cannot tell. [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better, [24] but remaining in the flesh [is] more necessary for your sakes; [25] and having confidence of this, I know that I shall remain and abide along with you all, for your progress and joy in faith; [26] that your boasting may abound in Christ Jesus through me by my presence again with you.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Job 34:14-15 (JND) [14] If he only thought of himself, [and] gathered unto him his spirit and his breath, [15] All flesh would expire together, and man would return to the dust.

Genesis 22:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

Romans 15 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. …

1 Kings 17 (JND) [1] And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. [2] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [3] Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. …

1 Kings 17 (JND) [1] And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. [2] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [3] Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. …

Acts 10:15 (JND) [15] And [there was] a voice again the second time to him, What God has cleansed, do not *thou* make common.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.
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