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THE LORD JESUS TAKING UP RELATIONSHIPS AS COMING INTO MANHOOD

P. Martin 

Luke 2: 41–52; John 5: 19, 20; Ephesians 5: 22–33; 6: 1–10 

I desire, dear brethren, with the Lord’s help, to speak a word as to the Lord Jesus. The hymn-writer says. 

‘No subject’s more glorious than He, 

No theme more affecting to us’. (Hymn 103) 

How true that is. In occupation with the Lord Jesus we are occupied with perfection and we are occupied with glory. In His person, the Lord Jesus coming into this scene was none less than the Creator of the universe, God over all, blessed for evermore. What a Person! How great that the Creator should come into the very world of His creation! This causes the heart to worship. Not that He came and formed part of the creation—He came into the creation but He did not form part of it. He came into the creation in order to work out in it what God would secure in new creation and hold in relation to another world. I want to speak of the Lord Jesus taking up relationships as coming into manhood. It is a wonderful thing that He should not only come in, but that He should come in in relationships, that He should move here in relationships, and in those relationships everything was perfect. 

When the law was given in Exodus 21 it was given to show that man had fallen from the fulfilment of his relationship with God and the fulfilment of his relationship with his fellow, but immediately the law was given you have One who says, “I love my master, my wife, and my children. I will not go free”. Every divinely appointed relationship was fulfilled in One who came in and said, “I love”. The law could never produce that. It was as if the blessed God, in giving the law through Moses should have in view immediately that there would be one blessed Man who would come in, and where the law showed man’s failure He would display perfection in every relationship into which He came. What perfection we see in the person of the Lord Jesus. Well may we be occupied with Him. He came in and made God known as moving in those relationships through which He passed. He entered into relationships that belonged to the earth. He entered into relationships that were not bounded by the earth and He established relationships that were dependent on His death, for us to come into them, in order that He might secure them in relation to another world. He entered into relationships that belonged to the earth, we shall see that in Luke 2 that there were relationships that were never carried beyond His death—they belonged to the scene into which He came. He entered into relationships as becoming Man, relationships in which He filled out the enjoyment of sonship with the Father; and He entered into relationships that we come into consequent on His having been into death and come out of it. 

How full the pathway and walk of the Lord Jesus was, and how perfect. It says in Luke 2 that His parents went yearly to Jerusalem. The Lord Jesus as a boy had parents. The scripture says that. He was not here unrelated to what men were passing through, He had parents. What perfection was seen as it speaks of the child Jesus. There had never been perfection in a child before. Every parent thinks that their child is good but there had never been perfection in a child, but there was perfection in Jesus. I think Mr Darby says somewhere that in Luke 2 the Spirit draws back the veil in order that we might see something that God valued in secret and all the time was perfect. How wondrous! It says as to Him, “when he was twelve years old, and they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast and had completed the days, as they returned ... supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together”. It may be that there is someone here today who supposes that He is in the company. I just hesitate on this, someone perhaps who has not a link with Him for themselves, who has not the consciousness of moving with the support of the Lord Jesus. There may be someone in the company like that. They supposed that He was in the company. Dear brother or sister, however young or old, I would appeal to you today, do not go on without the consciousness of the knowledge of the Lord Jesus for yourself. You will not find the Lord through the company, that has often been said, you will find the company through your link with the Lord; but here they had gone on in the company supposing that He was present. We have spoken of the Lord’s supper already today. The Supper is to revive us if our affections droop, as they do so often; the Supper is to revive our affections individually for Christ in order that we might be set together collectively in the company. Dear brother or sister, do not go on supposing that He is in the company because you may lose your way in the company. You may lose the sense of the greatness of what Christ is as One who is not only able to satisfy your heart as an individual but He is able to satisfy the heart of the company. 

What an appeal this was to these parents, divinely chosen of God to protect and provide for the Lord Jesus as a little Babe. Matthew brings out the system of protection in His parents and Luke more the system of provision. He says to them, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” The Lord Jesus, as coming into relationships that belonged to the earth, lived in the consciousness of the Father’s affections, that was His life. 

He brought into relationship here what had never been seen before. He brought in a character that He alone could bring in, and it was witnessed to, and this passage would help us in feeding upon it. He brought it in in Himself, but He lived in the enjoyment of His relation with the Father, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” If we are to work out relationships rightly and according to God they will be worked out in the light of what our heavenly relations are. The believer’s relations have a character that is distinct from the relations of unconverted man. We have father and mother and children and husband and wife, these relationships go on, but they have a character that is distinct from the relationships of the unbeliever because they are worked out from a relationship that is above them all; that is what the Lord Jesus displayed in His pathway here. We are in a day when natural relationships have been set aside in the world. It is one of the things that Paul warns us of. In days of apostasy natural relations will be despised, but the believer fixes his eyes on the One in whom relationships have been seen in perfection. They have been seen in the person of Jesus. He came into those relationships, and displayed in them what God had ever in His mind and He set it forth for the pleasure of God. 

You think of the Father opening the heavens upon Him at thirty years of age, when most of that life had been in secret, and proclaiming His delight, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 3: 17. It had been seen as He moved here in the ordinary affairs of life. They said, “Is not this the son of the carpenter?”, Matthew 13: 55. Think of the wonder of it that the Lord Jesus moved in circumstances like you and me, but in those circumstances He displayed all the perfection that God ever longed for in man, and displayed all that the blessed God was in His heart and manifested it in those lowly circumstances of manhood. He says, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” 

Mary treasured these things in her heart. That is where the truth is held. You may get some impression, dear brother or sister, and I pray you may get an impression even in an occasion like this, treasure it in your heart, not just in your mind. It comes to you through your mind but treasure it in your heart. Mary kept these things in her heart. I have no doubt that when she found her place in the upper room at the beginning of Acts, there was some treasury there in Mary 

that could be brought forth as to the Man that she had seen in lowly humiliation here, out of the sight of men. While Jerusalem was going on in its pomp and glory, in the lowly footsteps of Jesus in Nazareth, there was something being displayed that Mary carried through into the upper room as a treasury of the Man in whom God had found His delight. 

I come on to John 5. The Lord Jesus, coming here into such a scene, moved into a relationship that gave character to everything attaching to Him. He moved in the enjoyment of Son with the Father. Think of the wonder of it, sonship in perfect holy communion was His. I seek grace to speak rightly of Him, He is so great and so wondrous, but He says here that “The Son can do nothing of himself save whatever he sees the Father doing—for whatever things he does, these things also the Son does in like manner”. The Lord Jesus moved here as an admirer of the Father; He admired the Father, He watched what He did. He says, I can do nothing of Myself. He watched what the Father did. In this chapter the Father was the worker and the Son was working with Him, “My Father worketh hitherto and I work” 

(John 5: 17). The Lord Jesus watched the Father working. He watched the Father in the detail of His operations, He admired Him. Are you an admirer? The Lord Jesus was. He admired all that the Father did and He says, “these things also the Son does in like manner”. He could do nothing different from the Father. He says, “I and the Father are one”, John 10: 30. He could do nothing different, but He takes the place here as dependent. He could do nothing of Himself. He says, “whatever things he does, these things also the Son does in like manner”. 

You might say the Father’s impress was upon what Jesus did. The woman in John 4 had some sense of that—that the Father’s impress was upon what the Lord Jesus did. “Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where one must 

worship” (John 4: 20). Not having been the recipient of light until that point, she was feeling after something in her soul. The Lord Jesus speaks to her of the Father. He is speaking to her of relationships that were outside of what she had known, nothing like what she had ever touched. He is speaking of those relationships and, in what He does, the Father drawing her to Christ, she comes to appreciate the greatness of the Man who was there and she comes as a worshipper. Think of the wonder of it, that she should stand at the feet of a Man who was sitting weary at the well, the Lord Jesus speaking to her of the greatest things that had ever been made known to man, speaking to her of the Father, and the Father’s impress was upon that. You can see that right through John’s gospel, in what the Lord Jesus was doing the Father’s impress was upon it, securing persons for the Father’s glory. He is securing persons like you and me and He is putting the mark of divine ownership on them, to bring out the character of divine ownership in testimony. 

It is a wonderful thing that He is holding men for God even at the present time, securing them and holding them for God in order that they might be for the Father’s pleasure. He says, “The Son can do nothing of himself save whatever he sees the Father doing”. May our hearts worship in the light of that, in the wonder of the One who came in in such lowly grace. John presents Him as moving as in the bosom of the Father, “the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father”, John 1: 18. We had a touch of that in our morning reading today. You know, you get something in the morning reading. Young people, I say this humbly because I am not sure that I always appreciated it as a boy, but I have come to appreciate that you get something in the morning reading; it may only be a sentence but it stays with you through the day. I would say to you, just get something and think about it through the day. This is what we had in the morning reading today, a reference to the fact that the only-begotten Son, who is in the 

bosom of the Father, He has declared God. Everything has flowed from that wondrous relationship. 

The Lord Jesus moved in absolute and perfect communion in all that He did. He never ceased to be in communion; in serving men He remained in communion with His Father. We take up service, it may be we spend time with divine Persons before it, and so we should, the more the better, but the Lord Jesus never ceased to be in communion while He was speaking to men. What a perfect Man. I touch on these things in order that we may have before us the perfect standard that the Father has found His delight in. The Lord Jesus was here in relation to the Father. He remained in relation to the Father. When all else went to their own home Jesus went to the mount of Olives. Think of Him spending all night in prayer. We are told of Him doing that, how many times He did so we do not know. The foxes had holes and the birds of the air roosting-places but He had nowhere to lay His head. He found His rest in spending nights in communion with His Father. What nights they were for the Father! Here in a blessed Man the Father was feasting upon that which He found entirely delightful to His own affections. 

When we come to Ephesians the Lord Jesus gives character to the relationships that we take up. There is a dignity in the relationships that the believer takes up. Husbands are to love their own wives. It has often been pointed out that that word ‘own’ is important—“Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”. The Lord Jesus is presented in this passage as loving the assembly before He had secured it. He loved it and delivered Himself up for it. What love has been manifested in the person of Jesus for the assembly. The believer’s relations are to take character from what has come into expression in Jesus. The nearer we are to Him the more these relationships will be maintained in their normality before God. So it says, “Husbands, love 

your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it”. He has loved the assembly. He loved it as being in the thoughts of God, in the purpose of God. He came in and secured it. I think it would not be going too far to say that He saw something of the character of it in those persons who moved with Him; in the Mary who washed His feet, in the Mary and Martha and Lazarus, in whose affections He had secured a place to the exclusion of all else. He saw in them something of the character of what the assembly was. I am not saying those persons were the assembly, but they bring out something of the character of it, and the Lord Jesus saw there in substantiality that which He loved and delivered Himself up for. Husbands are to love their own wives, “even as the Christ also loved the assembly”. 

Then it says, “that he might sanctify it”, set it apart from all that is here, “purifying it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things”. Think of the Lord Jesus serving in view of that moment of presentation when He will have the assembly in all her glory, without one mark of the old order. He served in the light of what she is according to the purpose of God, and has in view the presentation of her, according to all that she is according to divine purpose. He secures her in His love, and He serves her in His love, and He is going to present her to Himself in His love, and He will hold her in His love before He comes out in His dominion. 

He will have that period alone with her in His own realm, in His own affections. He does it all Himself because He loves her. Paul says. Now husbands, you love your own wives, “even as the Christ also loved the assembly”. I feel measured as I speak of these things, but there is a dignity that is to mark the relationships of the saints, that takes character from Christ and the assembly that is not present in the world. 

Beloved brethren, we do not take our bearings from what is around us; we take our bearings from our link with the glorious Head in heaven. That is where the assembly takes her bearings—she has no other character than what she receives from Christ glorified. She is taking her standard and her bearings from that blessed Person, and holds Him in her affections, and delights in the place that she has as subjected to Christ. What a place—she is drawing from Him for everything. May we prove it in our local companies increasingly. I say this carefully, the Lord may send help in a local company through one and another. Through it all, the help that is received, is received as the local assembly is deriving from the Head—

that is where the help comes—that “we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ”, Ephesians 4: 15. We are thankful for the gifts, such as the Lord has set in the assembly, but the operation of gift is to draw our hearts to the One from whom everything is flowing, from Christ glorified. As we trace it back to Him we find that we are proving what He is and the resource that He has and the love that He has and the wisdom that He has to sustain the assembly while she is moving here in the scene of His absence. 

Then he goes on to say, “So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies”. Husbands are not to be selfish; the Lord was never selfish. It says, “For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly—for we are members of his body”. And then he goes on to speak as to children, “obey your parents” 

and then “Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise”. I am not speaking as trying in any sense to bring in regulations, but just to draw attention to the fact that these things have been displayed in perfection in Christ. He has given the character to that which believers, as wrought on and operated in by the gift of the Holy Spirit, will take up and fulfil in the scene in which we are. So he says, “Honour thy father and thy mother”. That does not stop when you reach twenty-one, that goes right on. Fathers and mothers are despised in the world today. We should feel these things, the Lord Jesus feels them. It is a relationship that has been ordained of God. “Honour thy father and thy mother ... that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth”. May we feed upon the perfection of the Lord Jesus, the One who honoured His Father in everything that He did. May we, beloved, be helped in the relationships in which God has set us. 

Then he touches on bondmen and masters. These things have all been displayed in Christ, and they are to be continued in some measure in testimony here in the scene of His absence. What has been displayed in the Lord Jesus is perfection. The more we feed upon it, the more heavenly will be the character of our walk as believers in the scene of His absence. The believer does not take his bearings from anything other than the Person who is there glorified. He takes his bearings from Christ, he is receiving his directions from Him, a Man in the glory. He is living in the power of the life of Jesus. The Lord Jesus said that Himself, 

“because I live ye also shall live”, John 14: 19. It is a wonderful thing that we have a resource to maintain us here, not according to the thoughts of the earth, but to maintain us at the true standard of heavenly testimony, because we are drawing from the One who has become our life. Paul says in Romans that “we shall be saved in the power of his life”, Romans 5: 10. 

That is present practical salvation as we are moving through this scene, that we are saved in the power of the present life of Christ, because we are united to Him and drawing our resources and the character of our life from the One who is there glorified. 

Now I have presented these things feebly but I trust the Lord may use something that may touch our affections. May we concentrate on Himself, and see the perfection of that blessed Man, who delighted as coming into manhood, in the relationship that He took up with His Father. He found His delight in that. “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”, John 4: 34. He found His food, not in what was here, He found His food in what He had in His own distinctive relation with the Father. 

Through grace, beloved brethren, we have been brought in to see something of what that delight was, and is in that blessed Man, and to find our food in relation to Jesus, for there is no other food that satisfies. You may go after other food but there is no food that will satisfy your heart like you find in Christ. There is nothing that will hold your affections like a living Man in the glory. 

If you do not have a link with Him today, or if that link may have been lost, or if you have gone a day’s journey without Him supposing Him to be in the company, but the importance of His presence not being known to you, dear brother or sister, I would appeal to you, to get back to that blessed Man and form or renew that link. You will find that towards you He is unchanged, His love for you is just the same, His affections for you remain just as they always were. Even though often mine have grown cold, His have always remained. How wondrous He is! Prove that He can be just the same to you as He always was, and in fact, greater to you than He ever has been. You will find that you can work out here, in the very scene in which He has been, the relationships of life which He has given character to, which He has dignified by His coming into them and that you can move in the sense of that dignity as worked out by the Holy Spirit. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
19 August 2000 

 


Scripture references

Luke 2:41-52 (JND) [41] And his parents went yearly to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. [42] And when he was twelve years old, and they went up [to Jerusalem] according to the custom of the feast [43] and had completed the days, as they returned, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents knew not [of it]; [44] but, supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together, they went a day's journey, and sought him among their relations and acquaintances: [45] and not having found him they returned to Jerusalem seeking him. [46] And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions. [47] And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. [48] And when they saw him they were amazed: and his mother said to him, Child, why hast thou dealt thus with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee distressed. [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business? [50] And they understood not the thing that he said to them. [51] And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them. And his mother kept all these things in her heart. [52] And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.

John 5:19-20 (JND) [19] Jesus therefore answered and said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, The Son can do nothing of himself save whatever he sees the Father doing: for whatever things *he* does, these things also the Son does in like manner. [20] For the Father loves the Son and shews him all things which he himself does; and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may wonder.

Ephesians 5:22-33 (JND) [22] Wives, [submit yourselves] to your own husbands, as to the Lord, [23] for a husband is head of the wife, as also the Christ [is] head of the assembly. *He* [is] Saviour of the body. [24] But even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything. [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless. [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.] [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly. [33] But *ye* also, every one of you, let each so love his own wife as himself; but as to the wife [I speak] that she may fear the husband.

Ephesians 6:1-10 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. [4] And [ye] fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in [the] discipline and admonition of [the] Lord. [5] Bondmen, obey masters according to flesh, with fear and trembling, in simplicity of your heart as to the Christ; [6] not with eye-service as men-pleasers; but as bondmen of Christ, doing the will of God from [the] soul, [7] serving with good will as to the Lord, and not to men; [8] knowing that whatever good each shall do, this he shall receive of [the] Lord, whether bond or free. [9] And, masters, do the same things towards them, giving up threatening, knowing that both their and your Master is in heaven, and there is no acceptance of persons with him. [10] For the rest, brethren, be strong in [the] Lord, and in the might of his strength.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Matthew 13:55 (JND) [55] Is not this the son of the carpenter? Is not his mother called Mary, and his brethren James, and Joseph, and Simon, and Judas?

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 5:17 (JND) [17] But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto and I work.

John 10:30 (JND) [30] I and the Father are one.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:20 (JND) [20] Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that in Jerusalem is the place where one must worship.

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Ephesians 4:15 (JND) [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ:

John 14:19 (JND) [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live.

Romans 5:10 (JND) [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.

John 4:34 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work.



DAVID AS A TYPE OF CHRIST

J. Mitchell 

1 Samuel 22: 1, 2, 20–23; 2 Samuel 8: 15–18; 9: 1–4, 13 

I wish to speak a little of David. God said of him that he was “a man after my heart, who shall do all my will”, Acts 13: 22. It is very remarkable that that should be said of a man, but it is said of him because he was a type of Christ. Indeed, David was a beautiful type of Christ because morally David was a beautiful man. He was not the kind of man that would appeal to men of the world. Indeed where we read in 1 Samuel, David was in rejection. He corresponds in that sense with the present position of our Lord Jesus Christ, a Man after God’s own heart who did all His will. There was not one iota of the will of God that was not fulfilled by Jesus, but He is not a Man who is acceptable in the world, so that, like David in 1 Samuel, He is at the present time rejected. But although He is rejected He is still a Saviour. That is the wonder of it that though man has rejected Christ, He is available as a Saviour to every man. Think of the grace of God that has designed things in such a way that the very Person they have refused and cast out, and will not have in their system because He does not fit into that system, is available to all men as a Saviour. He is available to you today, available to me, available to every one of us. I find my mind can hardly take it in that He is available for all men; for every man, every woman, every boy and every girl, Jesus is available as a Saviour. 

But if He is to be known by you as a Saviour, the first thing is that you must feel your need of Him. That is the first thing in your soul history. 

I say to the younger ones that soul history is a very important matter; that is the relations of your soul with God. It is the most important matter in your life, and the beginning of soul history is that you feel the need of a Saviour. You see your complete unsuitability to the 

presence of God. You see that you do not come up to God’s thought of man, as the word is, for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. That is that as we measure ourselves up with Christ, we find that we come short, and hence the need of a Saviour, the need of One who can take up our cause, the need of One who can meet our needs. In 1 Samuel 22 there were persons who had needs, a variety of needs, and they went down to the cave of Adullam where David was. Now that is symbolic of the present time. 

Christ is in rejection, but nevertheless God is setting forth a rejected Christ to meet the needs of men; He can meet the needs of every man. There is no need in this world among men that is too great for Jesus to meet. He has suffered at Calvary, He has gone into death, blessed holy One; He has suffered the wrath of God in those three hours of darkness on Calvary’s tree; He has laid down His precious life; David did not do that. David was a type, but the Lord Jesus did that, the perfect, holy, sinless One. He became the Sin-bearer. Sin came in through man and God dealt with sin in man; but He dealt with sin in a sinless Man. It had to be so. He could not have dealt with sin in a sinner because every sinner’s life is forfeited on account of sin; but He has dealt with sin in the sinless Man, nevertheless in a man. 

The Lord Jesus felt the limitations into which He had come. In John 4 it says He sat by the well, “wearied with the way he had come” (John 4: 6). That is one of the most beautiful pictures you could possibly think about. There was One who in His person was God, the Creator of the universe, but who had come into manhood accepting the limitations of manhood, and there feeling what it was to be wearied and thirsty. He was there approaching a sinful woman in order that He might engage her in conversation, in order that He might fill her heart with all that He had in His mind in blessing for men. That is the Lord Jesus, the One who is the subject of the glad tidings. That is the essence of the glad tidings, that God has come here in a Man, a wonderful 

Man, the most gracious Man that possibly could be, come near to mankind, so near that He could engage that woman in conversation in order that He might fill her heart with what was in the heart of God. It says earlier in the chapter that “he must needs pass through Samaria” 

(John 4: 4), and the need really was the need of that woman, that is what drove Him there. 

We started the day with that hymn, 

‘O Lord, Thy face was set, 

Set steadfastly’. (Hymn 268) 

It was love that drove Him on in that unremitting committal of His, that He would go down even unto death. What that death involved for Jesus, who can fathom? We sometimes say that what He suffered was unfathomable. That is not just quite right because He fathomed it, and God could measure it. In its full extent it is beyond you and me, but nevertheless He met sin there. He dealt with sin, the whole question of it. He went right to the deepest point and cleared the whole matter before a holy God. That involved those hours of darkness on Calvary’s tree, His death and burial, His resurrection and where He now is on high. He is “set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood” (Romans 3: 25). One who is qualified, where man has departed from God, to bring in infinite blessing for men. 

Now that was seen in David typically. Publicly he was of no account. He had been the one who had gone into the valley and had dealt with Goliath, dealt with the enemy at his very source, and cut off his head. He was the great victor. The way in which he did it would not impress the world. He had not tried Saul’s armour, and he did not use that, he used a sling and chose “five smooth stones out of the brook”, 1 Samuel 17: 40. It was one of those stones that overcame Goliath. The Lord Jesus has met the enemy in his power and He has vanquished that power. You might think the enemy has power over you. He has tremendous power and he uses that power for the enslavement of men, but the Lord Jesus has conquered that power. He has been into 

death. He has unquestionably broken the power of Satan, and He is available to us to relieve us of that power over our souls. What a Saviour He is! Here it says that certain persons went down to David, “every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them”. They went down to David when he was in rejection, when publicly he was of no account. Saul was on the throne, with all his murderous thoughts and the wickedness of his heart. David said, “the king of Israel is come out to seek a single flea, as when they hunt a partridge on the mountains”, 1 

Samuel 26: 20. Saul pursued him unrelentingly with a view to taking his life, but here there are persons who actually collect round him. They have a need and, as I said, that is the beginning of soul history, to feel your need before God. And as you feel your need before God. God would give you light in your soul that He has a Man who is able in every way to meet that need. 

It says that “he became a captain over them”. It is not the public side of his kingdom. We will come to that in the second book of Samuel. This is the period of his rejection, but there is a company of persons there in the cave of Adullam to whom David is everything. There is a company of persons here today on earth, where Christ is rejected, for whom Christ is everything. They have owned their allegiance to that blessed One because He is the One who has met their every need. What an administration is the administration of David! We will come to it in its public aspect in a moment but this, you might say, is in the private setting of the cave of Adullam. Very small, insignificant in the world, but nevertheless all that was there resident in David could be known. He could meet the need of every one and “he became a captain over them”. I wonder if Christ is your Captain. That is a question well worth asking. 

You can ask the preacher too. Is He my Captain? Does He mean everything to me? That is the point of the glad tidings. God is not only proclaiming Christ as a Saviour, 

but He is presenting Him to you as the Man who can be everything to you, the Man who can govern your whole life, the Man who can meet every need that you have, the Man who can give you entire satisfaction. There is no satisfaction outside of Him. He is the Person who is typified as a captain over these persons in the cave of Adullam. It is well worth knowing Him in this way. When He comes into His public glory, I suppose many might wish to know Him then, but the great issue is whether we know Him now in the time of His rejection. This is when He is cast out of this world. The world has no room for Him, but in the hearts of many He is a Captain. He becomes everything to them. But I ask the question again. Is He your Captain? Because that is really the issue in the glad tidings. God is presenting Him not only as a Man for your need. He is certainly presenting a Man to meet every need, but He is presenting a Man for your heart. That is what God is presenting in the glad tidings, a Man to satisfy your heart. It is the only way in which men can be satisfied. 

Now I read at the end of 1 Samuel 22. It says there, “one of the sons of Ahimelech, the son of Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped, and fled after David”. Saul was on the throne and he represents, insofar as the type goes here, the great opposition to Christ. It is a terrible thing to think about that there is opposition in the present day to Christ. Indeed the whole world as a system is really opposed to Christ. Therefore those who have come to the cave of Adullam to David represent persons who have no room for the world and all its system because they have rejected the One who is their Captain. Saul heard that the priests had been sympathetic with David, and the result is that the priests are slain. It tells you how many, “eighty-five persons who wore the linen ephod”, which is a beautiful expression. So it says, “and fell on the priests and put to death that day eighty-five persons who wore the linen ephod” (v.18). It is a good thing to be enlightened as to the attitude of this world, not only to 

Christ but to those who belong to Christ. The attitude of the world is one of murder. It is a terrible thing to think about, but that is the situation, dear friend. If you examine it closely you will find that what I am saying is true, and these eighty-five persons wore the linen ephod. It does not say they were priests, but it says, “they wore the linen ephod”. That is what they were, persons who considered for God, and persons who in their affections held David in esteem. Abiathar escaped and came down to David, and David was very tender with him. 

He says, “I am accountable for all the lives of thy father’s house. Abide with me, fear not; for he that seeks my life seeks thy life; for with me thou art in safe keeping”. Now I want to say a little on that expression, “for with me thou art in safe keeping”. There is salvation from our sins, what we speak of as eternal salvation, and that rests on our Lord Jesus Christ; but then there is present salvation, and we need that. As I say, the world system is really antagonistic to those who belong to Christ, and as you go through the world day by day you need present salvation from that terrible system that really hates Christ. That is what marks it, but you can be in safe keeping with Christ. David says, “Abide with me, fear not; for he that seeks my life seeks thy life; for with me thou art in safe keeping”, and it was so. As you read through this book, and it is a most interesting book, you find that there is but a hair breadth between David and death; nevertheless David was preserved all the way through. I can assure you, my friend, if you keep near to Christ you will be preserved all the way through every day of your sojourn here. 

Now where I read in 2 Samuel David is not in rejection but he is actually on the throne. It says, “David reigned over all Israel”. What a day that will be when the true David, that is Christ, reigns over all Israel; what a day it will be when Christ reigns over the whole earth! It says that the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea (Habakkuk 2: 14). What a wonderful day it will be! 

Prophetic writings tell us something about it in all its beauty, as the earth comes under the administration of Christ. God will for a thousand years show publicly that His Man, Christ, can reign in the very scene where He has been rejected and that has been marked by sin. God does not do away with a world because sin has been in it. Before the present heavens and the present earth are done away with, Christ is going to reign for a thousand years. That is a great triumph for God. It is well worth, therefore, being with Him in the time of His rejection. The hymn says, 

‘Who suffer with Thee, Lord, below, 

Shall reign with Thee above’. (Hymn 397) 

What a day that will be when those who belong to Christ will reign with Him. He will be known publicly in the great administration that He has! These verses that I read tell you about the organisation of David; who was over the host, who was the chronicler, and so on. It suggests that Christ has an administration of blessing under His hand for the blessing of men, and that will be known in its fulness on the earth in that day to come. But there is a sphere now on the earth amongst men where the great administration of Christ can be entered into and known. That is a wonderful thing. Prior to where I quoted in chapter 4 of John’s gospel it says, “The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his hand”, John 3: 35. That is a very beautiful thing to think about, and as you proceed into chapter 4 you get that lovely reference, “near to the land which Jacob gave to his son Joseph” (John 4: 5). Joseph is another example of the great administration of Christ. He was the saviour of the world. 

Christ’s great administration can be known at the present time. He will be the Saviour of the world in the day to come in a public way, but you can know Him at the present time in a secret and inward way in the very time when He has been rejected. So David’s kingdom was set up here, and his administration was set up, and Israel enjoyed the greatest blessings they had ever had under the reign of David. It will only be surpassed by the reign of Christ 

publicly in the thousand years to which I have referred. 

The Spirit of God proceeds into 2 Samuel 9 and brings out the character of that administration, and that is something that I wish to say a little about. The character of the administration of Christ at the present time is the same character as what will come out publicly in a day to come, but it is known now in a secret and inward way. The character of it is pure grace. How wonderful that is. Saul was a wicked man, jealous of David, and with murder in his heart. He would have done away with David in a second if he had had the opportunity. But God preserved David right through, and Saul finally was slain. He was dealt with so sorrowfully on mount Gilboa, and here is David now on the throne. What is he to do? 

His administration is set up. What is to characterise it? Is it judgment against the house of Saul? It is a remarkable thing that when Solomon’s reign is set up, it commences with judgment. That is a side that we need to think about, but I am not really dealing with that in this preaching. What I am really thinking about is that David’s administration is characterised by grace, and so he says, “Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” Think of the grace of it! In your heart, you may have been an opposer of Christ. Indeed, it may be that in your heart you are still that, but He would speak tender words to you tonight. He would speak words of grace. He would appeal to your heart. He would say. Is there anyone here of that character? I want to show kindness to them. 

That is what He is doing. It is not judgment. You have to wait for Solomon’s reign for that. 

What Christ is doing at the present time is showing kindness. And it comes to light that there is a man, “And Ziba said to the king, Jonathan has yet a son, who is lame on his feet”. You might say, What good was that for David’s kingdom? But David says, “Where is he?”, and he sent and fetched him out of “the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lodebar”, and brought him into David’s house. 

Where I finished, it says, “So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem; for he did eat continually at the king’s table. And he was lame on both his feet”. You think of the wonder of that. He dwelt in Jerusalem. What is Jerusalem? Jerusalem is David’s city. That is what it is. 

Jerusalem occupies a peculiar place in the mind of God. It is there at the present time literally, and God has His eye upon it. The presence of Jerusalem is a thorn in the flesh to the nations at the present time, but God has His eye on Jerusalem. Let me tell you this, dear friend, that He has His eye on that area where Christ’s administration is presently known and where persons like Mephibosheth can be taken so that they might eat continually at the king’s table. Have you ever eaten at the King’s table? Have you ever sampled the administration of Christ, what is at that table? There is no shortage at that table and there is nothing to pay. It says, “he was lame on both his feet”. He could never give a return to David for David’s kindness. David wanted to show the kindness of God, and that is the attitude of Christ in the preaching at the present time. If anyone here is an opposer of Christ, that is the attitude of God to you. Does it not break down your heart? As you read on in the scriptures Mephibosheth was always loyal to David. Even when Absalom usurped David and David fled from Jerusalem, Mephibosheth was secretly loyal to him. And when David came back, the sad thing was that David was not just as discerning as he ought to have been. He took what was Mephibosheth’s and gave it to Ziba who had slandered him, and finally said, Let them divide it between them. If David had been right at that moment he should have given everything to Mephibosheth, but Mephibosheth says, “Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house”, 2 Samuel 19: 30. What a wonderful spirit that is! He was not concerned about anything but that the king was reinstated in his place. 

Well that is the character of a man like Mephibosheth who is affected by the kindness of God. 

Now such a one proves the great administration of Christ that would have him at His table and feed him there. May it be the portion of every one of us to feed at Christ’s table and to be satisfied with it, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Manchester
18 June 2000 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 22:1-23 (JND) [1] And David departed thence, and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And his brethren and all his father's house heard [it], and they went down thither to him. [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men. [3] And David went thence to Mizpeh in Moab, and said to the king of Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come forth amongst you, till I know what God will do for me. [4] And he brought them before the king of Moab; and they abode with him all the while that David was in the stronghold. [5] And the prophet Gad said to David, Abide not in the stronghold; depart, and go into the land of Judah. Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth. [6] And Saul heard that David was discovered, and the men that were with him. Now Saul was sitting in Gibeah under the tamarisk upon the height, having his spear in his hand, and all his servants were standing by him. [7] Then Saul said to his servants that stood by him, Hear now, ye Benjaminites: will the son of Jesse give every one of you also fields and vineyards? Will he make you all captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, [8] that all of you have conspired against me, and there is none that informs me when my son has made [a covenant] with the son of Jesse; and there is none of you that is sorry for me, or informs me that my son has stirred up my servant as a lier-in-wait against me, as at this day? [9] Then answered Doeg the Edomite, who was set over the servants of Saul, and said, I saw the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. [10] And he inquired of Jehovah for him, and gave him victuals, and gave him the sword of Goliath the Philistine. [11] Then the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father's house, the priests that were in Nob; and they came all of them to the king. [12] And Saul said, Hear now, son of Ahitub. And he answered, Here I am, my lord. …

2 Samuel 8:15-18 (JND) [15] And David reigned over all Israel; and David executed judgment and justice to all his people. [16] And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was chronicler; [17] and Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, were the priests; and Seraiah was scribe; [18] and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David's sons were chief rulers.

2 Samuel 9:1-13 (JND) [1] And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake? [2] And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was Ziba; and they called him to David. And the king said to him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant! [3] And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him? And Ziba said to the king, Jonathan has yet a son, who is lame on [his] feet. [4] And the king said to him, Where is he? And Ziba said to the king, Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, in Lodebar. [5] And king David sent, and fetched him out of the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lodebar. [6] And Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, and fell on his face and did obeisance. And David said, Mephibosheth. And he said, Behold thy servant! [7] And David said to him, Fear not; for I will certainly shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually. [8] And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am? [9] Then the king called Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, I have given to thy master's son all that belonged to Saul and to all his house. [10] And thou, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in [the fruits], that thy master's son may have food to eat. And Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread at my table continually. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. [11] And Ziba said to the king, According to all that my lord the king has commanded his servant, so will thy servant do. And Mephibosheth [said David] shall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons. [12] And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name was Mica. And all who dwelt in the house of Ziba were servants to Mephibosheth. …

Acts 13:22 (JND) [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

1 Samuel 22 (JND) [1] And David departed thence, and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And his brethren and all his father's house heard [it], and they went down thither to him. [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men. [3] And David went thence to Mizpeh in Moab, and said to the king of Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come forth amongst you, till I know what God will do for me. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:6 (JND) [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour.

John 4:4 (JND) [4] And he must needs pass through Samaria.

Romans 3:25 (JND) [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God;

1 Samuel 17:40 (JND) [40] And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag that he had, into the pocket; and his sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine.

1 Samuel 22 (JND) [1] And David departed thence, and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And his brethren and all his father's house heard [it], and they went down thither to him. [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men. [3] And David went thence to Mizpeh in Moab, and said to the king of Moab, Let my father and my mother, I pray thee, come forth amongst you, till I know what God will do for me. …

Habakkuk 2:14 (JND) [14] For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 4:5 (JND) [5] He comes therefore to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near to the land which Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

2 Samuel 9 (JND) [1] And David said, Is there yet any that is left of the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jonathan's sake? [2] And there was of the house of Saul a servant whose name was Ziba; and they called him to David. And the king said to him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant! [3] And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him? And Ziba said to the king, Jonathan has yet a son, who is lame on [his] feet. …

2 Samuel 19:30 (JND) [30] And Mephibosheth said to the king, Let him even take all, since my lord the king is come again in peace to his own house.



EXTRACT

Ques.  Should what has been formed within shine its brightest at the close of one’s life? 

JT  It should! These verses lead in an outlook of victory. As elder brothers and sisters are luminous it is an encouraging example to younger ones. 

FI  Is there the thought of not having a will of our own in the word ‘earthen’? 

JT  The vessel is subservient, under the Lord’s hand. 

FI  The apostle Paul was thus. 

JT  And to Peter the Lord said—“When thou shalt be old ... another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire”, John 21: 18. Age helps us to subjection and dependence. 

FP  “Many shall be purified, and be made white, and be refined”, Daniel 12: 10. 

JT  More and more dependent. With young men it is largely a question of using their minds. That is not enough; they may be fleshly and not spiritual. But as we grow older the will recedes and there is more dependence. ‘What can I do?’ one cries, in this fragile state of things. If He does not help, what can you do? Yet “we have this treasure”. We are thus trustworthy from His point of view. “My grace suffices thee; for my power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me”, 2 Corinthians 12: 9. That is what the elder brethren come to and they are thus richer. 

Ques. Is “this treasure” (2 Corinthians 4: 7) connected with “this very thing” (2 Corinthians 5: 5)? 

JT  God has wrought us for it and has “given to us the earnest of the Spirit” in the meantime. As your natural energy is coming to nothing, you are consciously greater than the body you have now. 

CAC  Will you say what your thought is as to “Always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus” (2 Corinthians 4: 10)? 

JT  It contemplates the fact that the Lord had His dying in view. It was the Lord’s attitude of mind in view of the cross. The believer is thinking of the dying of Jesus; it puts us into correspondence with Him. He had taken a body in order to terminate His life. It was especially before Him from the transfiguration onwards. “The dying of Jesus” dignifies the weakening of our bodies. 

CAC  His dependence had in view His going into death. He also had “the path of life” in view (Psalm 16: 11). 

JT  Mary of Bethany seized the thought in anointing Him (John 12: 7). 

CAC  Moses and Elias “spoke of his departure”, Luke 9: 31. 

JT  Yes, “two men ... appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem”—not that He was to be murdered. Moses would be conversant, through the types, with the dying of Jesus. 

CAC  It would give character to the very spirit of the man of God, as with Moses in Psalm 90, taking account of the frailty of human life. 

JT  “So teach us to number our days”. “The days of our years”, namely, seventy to eighty. But Moses himself was never a dying man from that point of view. Moses and Aaron both went up to die! They were not tottering old men! And the sacrifices were not of decrepit old creatures! 

CAC  “Our outward man is consumed” (2 Corinthians 4: 16); that is in the service of love, rather than natural decay, in keeping with the Lord’s own path. 

JT  “While we look not at the things that are seen” (v.18). The outlook into eternity gives character to an old brother or sister. It is victory! 

CAC  One would covet that exceedingly. 

JT  In Deuteronomy Moses was vigorous when he died—“His eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated”, Deuteronomy 34: 7. And with us decline can be warded off in dependence upon God. 

CAC  It is exceedingly precious that it can be warded off. It is most encouraging for us, so that we should not drop down to decrepitude. 

JT  Deuteronomy was written in the eleventh month of the one hundred and twentieth year of Moses’ life. 

CAC  And John’s gospel was written towards the end of his life, probably A.D. 96–97. John is said to have lived until he was one hundred. If so, there is no sign of spiritual weakening with him! 

JT  That is very suggestive. 

CAC  John, Peter and Paul were all retained here till old age. We read of “Paul the aged” and of Peter as “old”. There is special comfort in that for old brothers, advancing in years. 

JT  Let us go out in freshness! As knowing the possibilities, let us pray to God to be kept from them. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 84, pp.84–87) 
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Scripture references

John 21:18 (JND) [18] Verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst; but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire.

Daniel 12:10 (JND) [10] Many shall be purified, and be made white, and be refined; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.

2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

2 Corinthians 5:5 (JND) [5] Now he that has wrought us for this very thing [is] God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

Psalms 16:11 (JND) [11] Thou wilt make known to me the path of life: thy countenance is fulness of joy; at thy right hand are pleasures for evermore.

John 12:7 (JND) [7] Jesus therefore said, Suffer her to have kept this for the day of my preparation for burial;

Luke 9:31 (JND) [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.

Psalms 90 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.} Lord, *thou* hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. [2] Before the mountains were brought forth, and thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from eternity to eternity thou art God. [3] Thou makest [mortal] man to return to dust, and sayest, Return, children of men. …

2 Corinthians 4:16 (JND) [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day.

Deuteronomy 34:7 (JND) [7] And Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.
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