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“IF ANYONE SERVE ME”  
J. Renton  
John 12: 26; 1: 35–41; 9: 11, 12, 34–38; 13: 21–25; 17, 24  
I would like to say a few words about this verse in John 12. 
The Lord said, “If any one serve me, let him follow me, and 
where I am, there also shall be my servant”. The Lord does not 
say, ‘Where My servant is, there will I be’; but “where I am, 
there also shall be my servant”.  
That is the consequence of serving the Lord Jesus and 
following Him. The two in chapter 1, who had been disciples of 
John, were where He was on the basis of desire. It would be a 
good thing if each one of us desired to be where the Lord is. It 
does not require long experience; these were two persons who 
had been disciples of John and immediately they became 
followers of Jesus; they had not been a long time on the road. 
This is open to every one of us, dear brethren.  
They heard John speaking and they followed Jesus, and they 
came under the notice of Jesus.  
They became interested, and I would urge every one here to 
become interested. We can come to meetings, and be in 
fellowship, and not really be interested. We can have one foot 
among the brethren and the other foot in the world. It is a great 
matter to become interested. There is nothing more interesting 
than the truth, the Scriptures, the will of God, and to answer to 
the desires of the Lord Jesus for us. There is nothing more 
worth being committed to; we begin by being interested.  
John said, “Behold the Lamb of God”. Then “the two disciples 
heard him speaking, and followed  
Jesus. But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following ... 
“. If you become interested, dear friend, you will come under


Scripture references

John 12:26 (JND) [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour.

John 1:35-41 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour. [40] Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard [this] from John and followed him. [41] He first finds his own brother Simon, and says to him, We have found the Messias (which being interpreted is Christ).

John 9:11-38 (JND) [11] He answered [and said], A man called Jesus made mud and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to Siloam and wash: and having gone and washed, I saw. [12] They said therefore to him, Where is he? He says, I do not know. [13] They bring him who was before blind to the Pharisees. [14] Now it was sabbath when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. [15] The Pharisees therefore also again asked him how he received his sight. And he said to them, He put mud upon mine eyes, and I washed, and I see. [16] Some of the Pharisees therefore said, This man is not of God, for he does not keep the sabbath. Others said, How can a sinful man perform such signs? And there was a division among them. [17] They say therefore again to the blind [man], What dost thou say of him, that he has opened thine eyes? And he said, He is a prophet. [18] The Jews therefore did not believe concerning him that he was blind and had received sight, until they had called the parents of him that had received sight. [19] And they asked them saying, This is your son, of whom ye say that he was born blind: how then does he now see? [20] His parents answered [them] and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; [21] but how he now sees we do not know, or who has opened his eyes we do not know. *He* is of age: ask *him*; *he* will speak concerning himself. [22] His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that if any one confessed him [to be the] Christ, he should be excommunicated from the synagogue. …

John 13:21-25 (JND) [21] Having said these things, Jesus was troubled in spirit, and testified and said, Verily, verily, I say to you, that one of you shall deliver me up. [22] The disciples therefore looked one on another, doubting of whom he spoke. [23] Now there was at table one of his disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus loved. [24] Simon Peter makes a sign therefore to him to ask who it might be of whom he spoke. [25] But he, leaning on the breast of Jesus, says to him, Lord, who is it?

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …
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the Lord’s notice; He will take account of you, and He will help 
you with all the help you need. We begin our Christian way by 
becoming interested, as these persons were. “Jesus having 
turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek 
ye?” What a question that is! What a question for each one of 
us here! What is your object, your purpose in life? What seek 
ye? The remarkable answer is, “Rabbi where abidest thou?” 
They become interested in where the Lord is. Jesus says to 
them, “Come and see”. To anyone who has this desire, how 
helpful He will be. “Come and see”, He said. “They went 
therefore, and saw where he abode”, and not only saw where 
He abode, but, “they abode with him that day”. “Where I am, 
there also shall be my servant”; these two had the privilege of 
being with the Lord in His own home. What a privilege to be 
where the Lord is! May it become more and more attractive to 
every one of us.  
Here we have two followers who have just set out on the 
pathway, and they have the privilege of spending some hours 
where the Lord is. What impressions they would receive!  
Andrew was one of the two; John does not tell us who the 
other is; I have no doubt it was John himself. Andrew is set in 
movement immediately. It says, “Andrew, the brother of Simon 
Peter, was one of the two who heard this from John and 
followed him. He first finds his own brother Simon”; Andrew is 
immediately in movement, commendable movement, seeking 
his brother and saying, “We have found the Messias”. That 
was experience; that was not just knowledge, it was 
experience; “We have found the Messias”. What a satisfied 
man Andrew was! He was one of the two; the other one was 
John I suppose. We do not hear again of John until chapter 
13.  
I desire now to speak about chapter 9 where we have the man 
who was born blind. “Jesus answered, Neither has this man 
sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be 
manifested in him”, (John 9: 3). It is remarkable how the works


Scripture references

John 9:3 (JND) [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him.
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of God were manifested in this man. His confession was very 
simple, there was nothing complicated in his statement, he 
simply says, “A man called Jesus”. I wonder if we all know “A 
man called Jesus”? Have we all had experience with “A man 
called Jesus”? How simple it is! “A man called Jesus”, he said, 
“made mud and anointed mine eyes, and said to me, Go to 
Siloam and wash: and having gone and washed, I saw”. This 
was experience. They asked him, “Where is he? He says, I do 
not know”; there were certain things he did not know, but he 
knew enough; he knew he had had experience with “A man 
called Jesus”. I would like to make this attractive to every 
person here, “A man called Jesus”. Do you know Him? Have 
you had experience with Him?  
What transformed this man’s life was his experience with “A 
man called Jesus”. How attractive it is! How simple it is! He 
was obedient; he became a follower by being obedient.  
That is a very important matter. Interest and desire are 
important, as in John 1, but being obedient is also a very 
important matter. We were speaking about knowing Jesus as 
Master and being obedient to, and serviceable to, the Master. I 
think He is the Master to individuals, each one being subject to 
the Master. The man says here, “having gone and washed, I 
saw”.  
He did not know where He was, but he is true to his 
impression of the Lord Jesus. The neighbours have to do with 
him, the Pharisees, the Jews, and his parents, but he stands 
firm in his impression of “A man called Jesus”. Think of the 
works of God appearing testimonially in this man. Nothing 
could shake him. The result was that they cast him out.  
We sang—  
‘Thou abidest in the bosom  
Of the Father’s love’.


Scripture references

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …
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In principle that is what the two disciples saw in chapter 1. But 
where is He in this chapter 9?  
He is in the outside place; He is outside the camp. We are 
exhorted, “let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his 
reproach”, Hebrews 13: 13. In chapter 8 of John the Lord was 
under great reproach, it says, “They took up therefore stones 
that they might cast them at him” (John 8: 59)—outside, He 
was totally rejected and opposed. It says, Jesus “went out of 
the temple, going through the midst of them, and thus passed 
on”. The Lord is outside; outside the camp; that is where the 
Lord is publicly now. “If anyone serve me, let him follow me; 
and where I am, there also shall be my servant”. That includes 
being outside the camp.  
Just as the Lord was under reproach and opposed in chapter 
8, this man had the same experience of being under reproach, 
and opposed. The Lord, in chapter 8, was an embarrassment 
to these religious people; in chapter 9 the man became an 
embarrassment.  
They took up stones to cast at Jesus in chapter 8, and the 
Jews cast this man out in chapter 9, and he found where the 
Lord was, “Where I am”, outside of all religious pretension; he 
was where the Man called Jesus was.  
It says, “And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast 
him out”. The Lord is absent in all these verses; the man never 
saw Jesus because he was blind, but he was obedient; he had 
a personal experience, and he is faithful to his impression of 
the Man called Jesus; he stands in testimony, resolutely, then 
he is cast out, and Jesus heard that they had cast him out. 
“And having found him”; the Lord found him where He was, 
outside the camp. Hebrews speaks in chapter  
10 of the holiest, inside; that would correspond with chapter 1, 
what the two experienced; they would be in principle inside the 
veil. This man is outside the camp bearing the reproach of the


Scripture references

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:

John 8:59 (JND) [59] They took up therefore stones that they might cast [them] at him; but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple, [going through the midst of them, and thus passed on.]
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Lord Jesus; not in the popular line of men’s thinking, but 
outside of all that—“Where I am, there also shall be my 
servant”. May it become attractive to every one of us. The 
inside position is privilege; we go inside to contemplate; and 
along with that goes the public position of being outside the 
camp.  
One of the two in chapter 1 was Andrew, and he becomes 
immediately in movement. I think I am right in presuming that 
the other one was John. I believe John was a contemplator. 
He tells us in chapter 1—“we have contemplated his glory, a 
glory as of an only-begotten with a father” (John 1: 14). I 
suppose he saw something of that when they saw where the 
Lord abode, and abode with Him that day; I suppose he got an 
initial impression of the glory of “an only-begotten with a 
father”. He tells us in his epistle, “that which we contemplated”; 
he speaks about, “the eternal life, which was with the Father”, 
1 John 1: 1, 2. John was a contemplator. We need both; we 
need movement, as with Andrew; Andrew was right in being 
active; but along with that we need the ability, and to take time, 
to contemplate. That is how John appears. At the beginning of 
chapter 13 it says, “Jesus, knowing that his hour had come 
that he should depart out of this world to the Father “(John 13: 
1). How did John know that? Again in verse 3, “Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given him all things into his hands”. How 
did John know what was in the Lord’s mind at that moment? It 
was because he was near to Him; because he was a 
contemplator. I believe—I can take it to myself—we do not 
spend enough time contemplating, letting things sink in. That 
is how John is in chapter 1  
and he does not appear  
again till chapter 13. Andrew appears in chapter 1, chapter 6 
and chapter 12; but not John until chapter 13. He presents 
himself in chapter 13 as the disciple whom Jesus loved; he is 
in His bosom, “where I am, there also shall be my servant”.


Scripture references

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

1 John 1:1 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life;

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …
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Think of John in the bosom of Jesus. It says, “Now there was 
at table one of the disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom 
Jesus loved”. What a place of privilege, and not only privilege, 
but in the place of knowing what is in the Lord’s mind. The 
Lord is troubled here regarding Judas; it says, “Jesus was 
troubled in spirit”; some things were concerning the Lord here. 
One who is in the bosom of Jesus would not only know the 
privilege of being there, but be acquainted with how the Lord 
felt about things. Would it be fair to say that maybe there are 
some things among us at the moment that the Lord is 
concerned about? I think there may be some things the Lord is 
concerned about. I wonder if we are near enough to Him to 
know what concerns Him, what He is thinking about things. He 
longs to see unity. Does He not go over that in John 17 where 
testimony and unity are the subject? No doubt that prayer was 
answered at Pentecost, but the Lord would still long to see 
unity, especially among those who are available at the 
moment, the few who are available. They are a very, very 
small percentage of all the Lord has on the earth, for He has 
many. He would expect that the few who are available would 
be in unity; I am sure He would, and He would feel it if it is not 
so.  
John was near enough, as in His bosom, to know what was in 
the Lord’s mind according to the opening verses, and then to 
know what troubled Him, what He was concerned about. He 
was in the bosom of Jesus, that is a resting place; and then it 
says too that he was “leaning on the breast of Jesus”—“But 
he, leaning on the breast  
of Jesus, says to him, Lord, who is it? He was the one who got 
the answer. This was privilege, to be in the bosom of Jesus, to 
be near enough to be on the breast of Jesus, and to know 
what the Lord’s thoughts were about matters current at that 
moment. We can be near enough to the Lord to know what His 
thoughts are about matters current at the moment in which we 
are.


Scripture references

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …
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“Where I am, there also shall be my servant”. May He become 
attractive to us; may we become exercised, every one of us, to 
know what is in the Lord’s mind. We are quite sure of what is 
in our minds; some of us can be very definite as to what is in 
our minds, maybe not so sure of what is in the Lord’s mind. 
May the Lord encourage us.  
In chapter 21 John is following. The Lord says to Peter, 
“Follow me”. “And having said this, he says to him, Follow me. 
Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said. 
Lord, who is it that delivers thee up?” How intimate John was; 
a characteristic follower. I suppose there are such; I believe 
there are such amongst us, characteristically followers, as 
John was. “Peter, seeing him, says to Jesus, Lord, and what of 
this man?” There was John as a follower, a model, an example 
to Peter. It was an advantage to Peter to have one who was a 
characteristic follower; it was an advantage to the Lord to be 
able to point out one who was a characteristic follower.  
May the Lord help us in this. The Lord said also, “And if 
anyone serve me, him shall the Father honour”. How 
wonderful that is! Think of the Father’s honour bestowed on 
the Lord Jesus! How worthy He is of honour and glory, but this 
verse in John 17 could be interpreted as the Lord’s request  
that the Father might honour His own by being “with me”, 
“where I am”. This is, I suppose, future in its fulness; it is the 
Lord requesting that the Father honour persons who have 
served and who have followed. Think of the honour; listen to 
it—“I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that 
they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world”. What an 
honour to be initiated into the Father’s thoughts of the Lord 
Jesus! I suppose it is future in its fulness, but we can get some 
impressions now of the Father honouring persons who serve 
the Lord Jesus—“with me, that they may behold my glory 
which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before the


Scripture references

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …
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foundation of the world”. My glory is not a particular glory. The 
Lord speaks in this chapter about particular glories. In verse 5, 
for instance, “and now glorify me, thou Father, along with 
thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the 
world was”, is a particular glory. Then again in verse 22, “And 
the glory which thou hast given me I have given them”, is a 
particular glory; but in verse 24 it is “my glory”, which is a 
wonderful expression. There is a fulness about it. “If anyone 
serve me … him shall the Father honour”. The Father would 
honour such now; He will certainly honour such in the future, 
answering the Lord’s request that “where I am they also may 
be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast 
given me, for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the 
world”.  
I trust I have given some impression of the Lord’s own words, 
“If anyone serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there 
also shall be my servant. And if anyone serve me, him shall 
the Father honour”. May these truths become increasingly 
attractive to us, for the Lord’s own name’s sake.  
Address at Redbridge 
14 January 1989
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MINISTERING TO THE WILL OF GOD  
L. McFarlane  
Acts 13: 36; Mark 14: 3–8  
My desire is to minister a word of comfort to us all. In the ways 
of God we are in the presence of death. By one man sin 
entered into the world and death is the consequence of sin.  
All have sinned and come short of God’s glory, but the blessed 
fact is that the believer in Jesus has the glorious hope of 
seeing Him and being with Him eternally. The grave is not our 
goal; we anticipate His coming for us and His glorious 
appearing. In the meantime our beloved sister is among those 
who have gone before.  
The scripture in the Acts in relation to David says that he in his 
own generation ministered to the will of God. These scriptures 
are intended to challenge us and to awaken us to our 
responsibility as lovers of Jesus. Paul is calling attention to 
David, reminding us of the Lord Jesus, the One who was here 
not doing His will, not doing as He pleased, but here 
exclusively for God’s pleasure and God’s will. Our sister in her 
measure ministered to the will of God.  
Her life of devotion was in relation to the testimony. She 
supported it and had her part in it in her own generation. One 
affecting thing about our sister was her genuine, prayerful 
concern for the younger brethren. Some here this morning 
have been the subject of our sister’s, prayers. May the Lord in 
His goodness lay His hands upon them. May her prayers be 
fulfilled. Her desire was that there might be a whole-hearted 
committal to the things of our Lord Jesus. Paul could speak of 
Timothy as one who was like-minded with himself, but then he 
goes on to say, “all seek


Scripture references

Acts 13:36 (JND) [36] For David indeed, having in his own generation ministered to the will of God, fell asleep, and was added to his fathers and saw corruption.

Mark 14:3-8 (JND) [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. [4] And there were some indignant in themselves, and saying, Why has this waste been made of the ointment? [5] for this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor. And they spoke very angrily at her. [6] But Jesus said, Let her alone; why do ye trouble her? she has wrought a good work as to me; [7] for ye have the poor always with you, and whenever ye would ye can do them good; but me ye have not always. [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial.
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their own things not the things of Jesus Christ”, Philippians 2: 
20, 21. One would use this occasion to appeal to us all to 
commit the remainder of our lives—none of us know the days 
we have left. There is no greater pleasure in heaven as to .the 
saints than to see us all, particularly our younger men, 
committing themselves. That is all I had to say as to this 
scripture, that our sister served her generation and was in faith 
as to the younger generation; there was incessant prayer with 
her.  
Now this woman in Bethany in Mark ministered to the Lord of 
her substance. She was affected by the love of Jesus. Here 
He was in Simon the leper’s house, reminding us, beloved, 
that the testimony is in reproach at the present time. There is 
nothing publicly attractive. May we not be diverted by the 
smallness of things and the outward weakness; may we be in 
faith.  
Scripture says, “the things that are seen are for a time, but 
those that are not seen eternal”, 2  
Corinthians 4: 18. May our hearts be awakened to embrace 
these eternal things. This dear woman had this flask of very 
precious ointment, “very costly” it says, and she anointed the 
Lord Jesus, she anointed His head. Committal, dear brethren, 
will cost us something. We have to be here in separation from 
the world, we have to seek to maintain what is due to the Lord, 
so it will cost us something. But there is this blessed 
compensation, that she acquired substance. There is such a 
thing as spiritual substance. We are occupied every day about 
material things, but the spiritual is to supersede them. This 
dear woman had what was spiritual and she lavished it on the 
Lord. That is another feature that marked our beloved sister, 
her affection for the Lord Jesus, and how freely she was able 
to speak of His love for her. Here there were those who were 
indignant about this, but Jesus said, “Let her alone”.


Scripture references

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …
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Then the simple word at the end of the section was in mind; 
the Lord said, “What she could she has done”. May it be that 
this can be said of each one of us here this morning, that our 
lives are to be laid down, as Paul says in Romans 12: 1, “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassion of God, to 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your intelligent service”. This was the portion of our 
beloved sister and what has been said is to encourage us who 
remain. She is now with the Lord, absent from the body and 
present with the Lord, and may we who remain be stimulated 
and encouraged. May the Lord bless His word.


Scripture references

Romans 12:1 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service.
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“I AM WITH YOU”  
C. S. Elliott  
Matthew 28: 16–20  
This section refers to the time just before the Lord was taken 
up. It is a precious matter for our souls that the Lord Jesus 
went into death for us. Then He was raised by the glory of the 
Father, and here He was comforting the hearts of His disciples 
before being taken from them.  
The Lord Jesus knows just what is needed for every heart—
what is needed for each of us at this time. He has arranged for 
us to be together in this way in His love and wisdom because 
He would speak to our hearts. He has spoken in the past but 
He delights to speak to us afresh.  
It has pleased Him in His goodness to take our sister to 
Himself. It is blessed to think of the way He preserved her 
through the years in His testimony. He had begun a work in 
her, as Paul says, “He who has begun in you a good work will 
complete  
it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Philippians l: 6. He will do the same 
with each one of us if we are obedient to the word. Romans 
10: 8, 9 speaks of the word being in our mouth and in our 
hearts, “the word of faith, which we preach—that if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, 
thou shalt be saved”. Our sister did that. She confessed and 
she believed, and she was saved, and the Lord preserved her 
all the way through. In spite of the difficult setting in which we 
are, the Lord is great enough to preserve us all the way 
through so that we may be here for His pleasure.  
He says, “All power has been given me in heaven and upon 
earth”. This is to sink into our hearts, that all power has been


Scripture references

Matthew 28:16-20 (JND) [16] But the eleven disciples went into Galilee to the mountain which Jesus had appointed them. [17] And when they saw him, they did homage to him: but some doubted. [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth. [19] Go [therefore] and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; [20] teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age.
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given Him. We sometimes fear the power that is in the hands 
of men, but let us have to do with One into whose hands all 
power has been given. He is over all the authorities, the 
dominions, the kingdoms; Jesus is over all these areas and He 
is over the hearts of men. So He says, “I am with you all the 
days”. The Lord said in John 14: 16, “I will beg the Father, and 
he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for 
ever”. So the Lord is strengthening our hearts and stimulating 
us, and the Spirit is here indwelling believers and sustaining 
us, to go through this scene of testimony, as did our sister. So 
the Lord says, “I am with you all the days, until the completion 
of the age”. It is a blessed thing to know that the Lord is with 
us. May He bless all our hearts and effect something in us for 
His pleasure, for His name’s sake.


Scripture references

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,
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“ALL THE WORK WAS FINISHED”  
T. E. Druckenmiller  
2 Chronicles 5: 1, 13, 14; Haggai 2: 2–9  
It always affects one’s heart to come into this city where God 
has maintained His testimony for many years, and the 
impression one has as sitting here this morning is a sense of 
the glory of Jehovah coming in among His people. And I 
believe the Lord would speak to our hearts as to what a 
privilege it is to be here.  
We read in Chronicles that “all the work was finished”. What a 
precious touch is the finish of the work of God in one of 
Christ’s own—the finish of the work of God. How precious to 
see it in our beloved sister. Who’ll we have learned to love and 
appreciate, the work of God in her finished and she taken to 
be with the Lord Jesus Christ. Solomon says, “Better is the 
end of a thing than its beginning” (Ecclesiastes 7: 8), and our 
sister’s life of devoted love for Christ is completed and we 
would speak with honour of it. We would take account too of 
what has been said as to the prayers of one who has loved the 
testimony of the Lord in the place where He placed her. That is 
a need with us all, beloved, to honour and respect the Lord’s 
ordering of our way, where He places us, and then to fill out in 
responsibility what He has given in grace into our hands to 
care for in His absence. What we are tested about, beloved, is 
the continuance of the testimony for the pleasure of God. As 
we think of this city and go back over the history and the times 
that we have come here, we have a great sense of the glory 
and fulness of divine pleasure because of the faithfulness of 
men of God who stood by the testimony of the Lord. And  
yet the enemy has assailed and brought in public failure and 
sorrow; we are not here to make a lot of that, but it cannot be 
denied that there has been sorrow in the testimony.


Scripture references

2 Chronicles 5:1-14 (JND) [1] And all the work was finished that Solomon made for the house of Jehovah. And Solomon brought in the things that David his father had dedicated; and the silver, and the gold, and all the vessels he put among the treasures of the house of God. [2] Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers of the children of Israel, to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the city of David, which is Zion. [3] And all the men of Israel assembled themselves to the king at the feast, that of the seventh month. [4] And all the elders of Israel came; and the Levites took up the ark. [5] And they brought up the ark, and the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent: the priests, the Levites, brought them up. [6] And king Solomon, and all the assembly of Israel, that were assembled to him before the ark, sacrificed sheep and oxen which could not be counted nor numbered for multitude. [7] And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of Jehovah to its place, into the oracle of the house, into the most holy place, under the wings of the cherubim; [8] and the cherubim stretched forth [their] wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim covered the ark and its staves above. [9] And the staves were long, so that the ends of the staves were seen outside the ark before the oracle; but they were not seen without. And there they are to this day. [10] There was nothing in the ark save the two tables which Moses put there at Horeb, when Jehovah made [a covenant] with the children of Israel, when they came out of Egypt. [11] And it came to pass when the priests were come out of the holy place (for all the priests that were present were hallowed without observing the courses; [12] and the Levites the singers, all they of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, clad in byssus, with cymbals and lutes and harps, stood at the east end of the altar, and with them a hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets), …

Haggai 2:2-9 (JND) [2] Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying, [3] Who is left among you that saw this house in its former glory? and how do ye see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? [4] But now be strong, Zerubbabel, saith Jehovah; and be strong, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people of the land, saith Jehovah, and work: for I am with you, saith Jehovah of hosts. [5] The word that I covenanted with you when ye came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you: fear ye not. [6] For thus saith Jehovah of hosts: Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry [land]; [7] and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come; and I will fill this house with glory, saith Jehovah of hosts. [8] The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith Jehovah of hosts. [9] The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, saith Jehovah of hosts; and in this place will I give peace, saith Jehovah of hosts.

Ecclesiastes 7:8 (JND) [8] Better is the end of a thing than its beginning; better is a patient spirit than a proud spirit.
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So as we think of Solomon’s time and the house being 
finished, what marks the finish is the confirmation of the divine 
pleasure in it. “When the trumpeters and singers were as one, 
to make one voice to be heard in praising and thanking 
Jehovah; and when they lifted up their voice with trumpets, 
and cymbals, and instruments of music, and praised 
Jehovah—For he is good, for his loving-kindness endureth for 
ever; that then the house, the house of Jehovah, was filled 
with a cloud”, and then it says, “for the glory of Jehovah had 
filled the house”.  
There has been the mark of divine favour upon the testimony 
in this city and there is much proof of it available to us all. It is 
a question whether now we live in the light and glory of the 
divine presence in a day of recovery. That is the challenge to 
our hearts, beloved brethren. I say it feelingly and with much 
affection, that the challenge to us today is—Where do you and 
I stand in relation to the Lord’s precious work that is 
proceeding at the present time in relation to recovery, and the 
faithfulness of God in the midst of public ruin and breakdown?  
When we go on in 2 Chronicles, after seeing the glory of the 
house, there are many chapters that bring in the sorrows that 
have transpired in the testimony, and you have to take account 
of them, one by one, whatever they may have been. And you 
and I have to take account of our histories whatever they may 
have been and whatever we may have individually contributed 
to the sorrow and the ruin. But, on the other hand, God is 
available in His loving-kindness that we just read of, “his 
loving-kindness endureth for ever”. Let us go forward in  
the precious light of that, the loving-kindness and faithfulness 
of our God who is ever ready to strengthen our hearts and to 
establish us in view of our being here for His testimony and 
filling our place in it for His pleasure and glory.  
Now that is the word of the prophet Haggai. I just feel the 
impress of it on my spirit, beloved brethren, that in days of
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recovery, after there had been decline and the carrying away, 
the rebuilding had begun. And, dear brethren, dear friends, the 
rebuilding is going on. Are you having a part in it? Are you 
having a part in it positively so that the divine presence can be 
known among the people of God? I would seek to encourage 
our hearts to have a part in it, as our beloved sister has had a 
part in it. We have enjoyed the company of our sister; times 
come to mind when we have been with her and shared in the 
joy of the work of the Lord in recovery and it stimulates our 
hearts now to reflect upon it. So the Lord would say to us, as 
He does through the prophet here, speaking not only to the 
governor and to the high priest, but to the remnant of the 
people. That would include us all, it includes you and it 
includes me; where do we stand today in relation to what the 
Lord is doing at the present time, a time of recovery?  
Oh, it is precious to read these words, “Who is left among you 
that saw this house in its former glory?” Well, reflect back over 
the testimony, you have seen the former glory, precious, very 
precious. Books of ministry available to us reflect it. Go over 
the preciousness of what the Lord has given through a 
beloved servant in this city who served the saints universally, 
and reflect on some of those moments when you sat in that 
hall down there on Nostrand Avenue and enjoyed the 
presence of the Lord and an experience of the glory.  
Well, how do you see it now? It is still available. One would 
encourage every one of us to lift up our eyes and see the 
presence of the glory of the Lord among His people. I was 
reading this morning a letter that was written from this city 
ninety-eight years ago at a time of sorrow when it came down 
to the point where the beloved brethren who wrote the letter 
said that they enjoyed the sense of the Lord’s presence 
among the two or three into whose presence He was prepared 
to come because there was faithfulness to the testimony of the 
Lord amidst sorrow (J.T. ‘Letters’, Vol. 1, p.3). Oh, may the 
Lord help us to go on in the presence of sorrow and decline to 
value what is dear to the heart of Christ, the One who has
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suffered and gone into death itself. He has been into the 
grave—our sister is going into the grave—but the Lord has 
triumphed over the power of death. He came forth in victory, 
and the light of that is in our souls.  
It would strengthen us at the present time, dear brethren, to 
value the testimony of the Lord and to be strong, as it says 
here, “But now be strong, Zerubbabel and be strong, Joshua 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all ye people 
of the land, saith Jehovah, and work”.  
That is what is needed, dear hearers; the need today is to 
work, the need today is for faithful workmen in the light of 2 
Timothy who are prepared to take things on and commit things 
into the hands of faithful men. Are you a faithful man? Are you 
a faithful sister? Are you prepared to take on the work and, in 
the Spirit’s power, take things on and do things for the will and 
pleasure of our God? As our brother alluded to Acts 13: 36—
“David … having in his own generation ministered to the will of 
God, fell asleep”. Our beloved sister has served the will of 
God. May we take it on today, each one. The Lord would 
exercise our hearts, I  
feel, to take things on.  
So it says, “The word that I covenanted with you when ye 
came out of Egypt, and my Spirit, remain among you”. Have 
you come out of Egypt? The danger always is to drift back into 
Egypt; that is the danger. Oh, may the Lord help us to value 
the heavenly land and maintain the divine standard of the 
truth. Christ on high, the Spirit here, and go on and be working 
in view of what comes in these next few verses—“For thus 
saith Jehovah of hosts—Yet once, it is a little while, and I will 
shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the dry 
land”.  
We are in that time, the shaking; what a time it is, dear 
hearers. Let us be attentive to the voice of the Lord—“I will


Scripture references

Acts 13:36 (JND) [36] For David indeed, having in his own generation ministered to the will of God, fell asleep, and was added to his fathers and saw corruption.
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shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come; and 
I will fill this house with glory, saith Jehovah of hosts. The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith Jehovah of hosts”. 
“The silver is mine”. Oh the preciousness of the redemptive 
work of Christ! “The gold is mine”—think of the divine glory; it 
appears in the hearts of His people.  
Are you part of the choiceness of the silver? Is there the 
preciousness of the work of God going on in your soul, and is 
it contributive to the work of Christ in New York or in the place 
where you come from? The Lord is exercising our hearts, I 
believe, to be contributive to what is for Christ in our places. 
So “The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the 
former, saith Jehovah of hosts; and in this place will I give 
peace”. Oh, what a word!  
May the peace of Christ, dear brethren, preside in our hearts 
as we commit ourselves and devote ourselves to our glorious, 
living Lord in heaven and seek by the Spirit’s power to 
maintain the precious truth that has been committed into our 
hands in the light of the testimony of the Lord, until He comes,  
for His name’s sake.  
Words at the burial of Mrs D. Hamblin, Brooklyn, N.Y. 
13 January 1989
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MOVEMENT AFTER CHRIST  
W. M. Grosse  
John 1: 18, 29–42; Judges 1: 12–15  
I trust the Lord will help with regard to a few impressions I 
have as to the thought of movement. I thought perhaps we 
would see in these verses what relates to movement. I think 
that is one of the things that John has in mind particularly in 
his gospel, that there would be movement after Christ. John 
commences this gospel with the word, “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God”—the wonder of the Person of Christ as the Word and 
being none less than God; the glory of it, that God Himself has 
come within our range, come near us. John then goes on, 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we 
have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten 
with a father), full of grace and truth” (John 1: 14). What a 
wonderful thing, the contemplation of the Word become flesh. 
We know that “the Word” involves the logos; it involves all that 
we can know of God, which has thus come within our range in 
the incarnation. God has been manifested in flesh, a 
marvellous truth that we can hold on to and stand by. Then 
John goes on, “No one has seen God at any time; the only-
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath 
declared him”. It brings out the glory of John’s gospel in which 
everything really flows from this verse. In the good teaching 
we have been helped to see that He has moved into this 
position, “the bosom of the Father”, in view of our 
dispensation. The Lord Jesus has moved into a position where 
all the love of God can shine out and the fulness of divine 
blessing and love be expressed.  
In the next passage read we have, as to John the baptist, “On 
the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold 
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”.


Scripture references

John 1:18-42 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him]. [19] And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent from Jerusalem priests and Levites that they might ask him, Thou, who art thou? [20] And he acknowledged and denied not, and acknowledged, I am not the Christ. [21] And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he says, I am not. Art thou the prophet? And he answered, No. [22] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to those who sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? [23] He said, I [am] [the] voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the path of [the] Lord, as said Esaias the prophet. [24] And they were sent from among the Pharisees. [25] And they asked him and said to him, Why baptisest thou then, if thou art not the Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet? [26] John answered them saying, I baptise with water. In the midst of you stands, whom ye do not know, [27] he who comes after me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to unloose. [28] These things took place in Bethany, across the Jordan, where John was baptising. [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. …

Judges 1:12-15 (JND) [12] And Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife. [13] And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife. [14] And it came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her father the field; and she sprang down from the ass. And Caleb said to her, What wouldest thou? [15] And she said to him, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;
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What a wonderful verse this is, and what a Person He is, the 
Taker-away of the sin of the World! Think of the glories of 
Christ as the Lamb of God, the One who would suffer and die.  
It would relate to the Passover lamb. The lamb was secured 
for a household and each household would get to know and 
appreciate and love that little lamb. One night that lamb had to 
be slain, and that would speak to us of Jesus. Think of how the 
household would feel it. What a Lamb, the Lamb of God! He 
has come within our range, not come in pomp or outward 
glory, but come as the Lamb of God because He was to take 
our place, to suffer.  
What a Sufferer Jesus was! So He “takes away the sin of the 
world”, involving not only the removal of our sins, but the 
removal of sin, the principle of sin. How wonderful a Person 
He is! How great the glory of His Person. There is no one like 
Christ. So John the baptist says, “A man comes after me who 
takes a place before me, because he was before me”. John 
says, in the presence of the greatness of Christ, ‘I cannot 
consider myself’. Think of His eternal Being, His eternal 
existence, the glorious Person who never ceased to be what 
He was by reason of what He became, but was perfect in what 
He became. John adds, “I knew him not”.  
Although John the baptist was related to Christ and thus near 
in a natural sense, he knew Him not. There was something 
that was beyond him, something related to what is inscrutable.  
Then in verse 35, “Again, on the morrow, there stood John and 
two of his disciples. And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he 
says, Behold the Lamb of God”. I think this would bring out the 
greatness of this One, viewing the Lord Jesus as the Lamb of 
God not so much in relation to the sin question but as He is in 
His own glory. “And the two disciples heard him speaking, and 
followed Jesus”. There must have been something about 
John’s word that affected them. It says, “looking at Jesus as 
he walked”. Do we look upon Jesus? What I have in mind in
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this is that the movements of Jesus affect others, and we find 
that as we look at Him. John draws attention to Christ, “And 
the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus”. 
Well, that is ministry. It has been said that anything that does 
not draw attention to Christ is not really ministry. Christ must 
be projected in anything that is said, and, as our dear brother 
said in prayer, the past weekend gave us an impression of 
Christ, an impression of the wonder of this dispensation, 
involving divine grace. What a wonderful thing it is that there 
was movement on the part of these disciples as they heard the 
word,  
“Behold the Lamb of God”. They now had another outlook, 
another Object; they followed Jesus. You cannot follow 
someone if you do not have your eyes on him. The Lord would 
have us to have our eyes on Himself.  
Then it says, “But Jesus having turned, and seeing them 
following, says to them. What seek ye?” So if you seek to 
follow the Lord, He will take an interest in you and He will want 
to know, “What seek ye?” That is the word, “What seek ye?” I 
could ask myself, What do I seek? What is my outlook? What 
is my objective? Is my objective to be here for the Lord? It 
seems that these two who followed had an objective, to be 
here for Christ, “and they said to him, Rabbi (which, being  
interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou?” They 
wanted to know about His presence. We had a word at the 
weekend as to “whatever a man shall sow” (Galatians 6: 7), 
and sowing to the Spirit. I felt that the Lord gave a real touch 
as to that. How would we do it?  
Oh, I think it would be that we would follow Christ, and sowing 
to the Spirit would be that we have Christ as our Object. They 
ask, “Where abidest thou?” They wanted to know not only 
where He was going, but “where abidest thou?” And so we find 
that they are brought into that area. “He says to them, Come 
and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and


Scripture references

Galatians 6:7 (JND) [7] Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap.
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they abode with him that day”. What a day that must have 
been in the presence of Jesus! How much do I know the 
presence of Jesus? I am tested as to it, but we can have as 
much of it as we want and the Lord would be available to us 
and wants us to have as much of His presence as we can.  
“Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who 
heard this from John and followed him. He first finds his own 
brother Simon, and says to him, We have found the Messias 
(which being interpreted is Christ). And he led him to Jesus”. 
How many people have we led to Jesus? How many people 
have we spoken to about Jesus? Every day we have an 
opportunity to speak to someone about Christ, and the Lord 
would have us to lead persons to Him, maybe your next-door 
neighbour, maybe someone you deal with in the office, 
someone who has nothing to do with the meetings; seek to 
bring them to Christ. What a wonderful thing this is; he finds 
Simon “and he led him to Jesus”. “Jesus looking at him said, 
Thou art Simon, the son of Jonas; thou shalt be called Cephas 
(which interpreted is stone)”.  
What a wonderful thing to find that Simon, the apostle that he 
turned out to be, was found because someone had been 
attracted, had been affected by the movements of Jesus.  
I read the passage in Judges to touch this further thought. 
Caleb said, “He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him 
will I give Achsah my daughter as wife”. It is a matter of 
overcoming. “And Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 
brother, took it; and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife”. 
There is something to be overcome. The note says it is the 
‘City of the Book’. The Lord would encourage and help us to 
overcome these things in view of being able to go the full, way. 
We are in another year, 1989; the Lord has preserved us to 
enter another year. What are our committals in this year? Are 
we going to be like this man Othniel who took the city? He 
decided that he was going to overcome Kirjath-sepher, the 
City of the Book, and take it. And he had another objective;
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“and he gave him Achsah his daughter as wife”. Achsah would 
have assembly features, so it would really mean that assembly 
features are now becoming the objective of Othniel. He says, 
‘Right; I am going to work for the assembly’. So we find, “And it 
came to pass as she came, that she urged him to ask of her 
father the field; and she sprang down from the ass”. There is 
the thought of movement here, that there may be something 
secured. “And she sprang down from the ass”; think of the 
energy of the Spirit that is typically seen in her. “And Caleb 
said to her, What wouldest thou? And she said to him, Give 
me a blessing”.  
Oh, we would desire a blessing in this year. Think of another 
year in which the testimony is going to be here, if the Lord will. 
We do not know what will come to pass in this year, but one 
thing that we need is committal. “She said to him, Give me a 
blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also 
springs of water. And Caleb gave her the upper springs and 
the lower springs”. The upper springs are undoubtedly the 
enjoyment of the inheritance as in Ephesians, and the lower 
springs would be the power of the Spirit operating as in 
Romans. How much there is to go in for! May our hearts be 
encouraged, for His name’s sake.  
Word in meeting for ministry 
Edinburgh, 3 January 1989
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EXTRACTS  
Mark … is the shortest of the gospels and that is not an 
accident. He is the levitical gospel writer. The point in his 
gospel is instruction for those who minister, and he is brief and 
always explicit and to the point. He raises a point quickly, and 
presents it quickly and briefly.  
If you are interested, says Mark, you will look somewhere else; 
you will get more. In no sense do I intend to confine you to 
what I write; if you wish to inquire further, you will find it in such 
and such a book. If you want to inquire, the Spirit of God 
always permits inquiry, and never wishes to limit us; yet it is 
needful not to occupy ourselves at too great a length, nor to 
wear out the saints of God by long perorations or prayers, but 
to be brief and come to the point, saying nothing that is without 
meaning.  
J. Taylor (Vol. 42, p.25)  
It is not to be my mind working on God’s truth, but God’s truth 
working on my mind. We have an unction from the Holy One. 
There is a marvellous difference between grasping after truth, 
and finding truth itself holding us.  
J. B. Stoney (Vol. 9, p.18)  
Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, 
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