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ENRICHMENT THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD JESUS

A. P. Devenish 

Luke 7: 47–50; Mark 10: 46–52; Acts 8: 34–39; 

Ruth 1: 14–17; 1 Kings 10: 1, 4–7, 13 

These persons about whom I have read were enriched with the knowledge of the Lord Jesus, they went away enriched. To the woman the Lord said, “Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”. Her sins forgiven, she could go in peace. How wonderful that her soul was filled with the preciousness of Christ, the sinner’s Saviour! It says earlier in the chapter that she stood behind Him weeping and, as an aside, beloved brethren, I think our place in these critical times is to stand behind Him weeping, not to push ourselves forward but to stand behind Him weeping. This section is well known to us, and what impresses you about it is how exceedingly precious Christ was to this woman. I want to present to you today the sinner’s Saviour. Scripture says, “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Romans 3: 23. If we have some sense of the depth of our sins and the seriousness of them, what they are in the presence of God, how Christ has suffered to atone for our sins, how exceedingly precious He would become to our hearts. He brought the tidings of God’s grace to her, for which cause no doubt she washed His feet with her tears and wiped them with the hairs of her head and anointed them. Those feet were going to take Him to Calvary to atone for her sins—no wonder she loved Him. I trust every one of our hearts is touched by the Saviour of sinners, that He may become exceedingly precious to our hearts. So she goes away in peace—I trust every one of us will go away in peace knowing that our sins have been forgiven. Peter says, 

“who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. What a wonderful work the Lord Jesus has accomplished on our account; the atoning sufferings of Christ, who can measure them? He said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. Let each of us remember that it was your sins and mine that necessitated the sufferings of Christ. 

I have read in Mark where, by contrast, we have a young man earlier in the chapter who runs into the way. He says, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10: 17). That is what he desired to do, to have a longer time to enjoy his possessions; that was really what he wanted, time to enjoy his possessions. It says, “Jesus looking upon him, loved him” (Mark 10: 21). I want to leave some impression on every young person here that Jesus is looking on you and He loves you. He is thinking about you in relation to the testimony of our Lord, in relation to the service of God, in relation to having a part in this dispensation, the most wonderful dispensation. He is looking on you and He loves you. I can say that without any question. Although Jesus loved him, this young man was not prepared for the pathway of suffering. “But he, sad at the word, went away grieved” (Mark 10: 22); enriched in this world’s goods but having nothing in his soul of eternal value, nothing. The woman in Luke 7 went away with peace in her heart and her sins forgiven, but this poor man went away grieved “for he had large possessions”. He was not prepared for the way of suffering. The way is the Christian way, and it is the way of suffering. The scripture says in verse 32, “And they were in the way going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going on before them; and they were amazed, and were afraid as they followed. And taking the twelve again to him, he began to tell them what was going to happen to him—Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and the Son of man shall be delivered up to the chief priests and to the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him up to the nations—and they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him; and after three days he shall rise again”. You see, it is a way of suffering, there is no other way; it is a way that leads to glory, but it is a way of suffering. 

So we have this blind man about whom I have read, blind Bartimaeus. It says, “And having heard that it was Jesus the Nazaraean, he began to cry out and to say, O Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me. And many rebuked him, that he might be silent; but he cried so much the more, Son of David, have mercy on me. And Jesus, standing still”; think of that, the Lord of glory standing still to meet the needs of a poor blind man. How often we link this scripture with Joshua 10, when the sun stood still upon Gibeon. There of course it was for judgment but here it is to bring out the favourable time, the day of grace in which we live. “And the sun stood still, and the moon remained where it was”, Joshua 10: 13. It says, “And the sun remained standing in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a full day. And there was no day like that before it or after it, that Jehovah hearkened to the voice of a man”. 

We have often linked it, of course, with Luke 23: 34 when the Lord Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, when God listened to the voice of Man, such a Man as He; but think of this wonderful incident when He stood still. “And Jesus standing still, desired him to be called”. It says, “he saw immediately”, I think he saw the King in His beauty. He saw the Son of David; He must have had some impression of the majesty of Jesus, the One who was able to relieve him of his blindness and cause him to see. So it says, “he saw immediately, and followed him in the way”; he was prepared for the suffering way because he had seen the King in His beauty. See how these scriptures would enrich us in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ and surely would draw out our affections towards Him. 

In Acts 8, it says, “he went on his way rejoicing”. What had he acquired? How was he different than before? What was the difference? He had received into his heart the glad tidings of Jesus. The personal attractiveness of Jesus is what these glad tidings would speak about. Isaiah 53 is what comes into Philip’s preaching, and that is really the unfolding of the glad tidings of Jesus, “He was led as a sheep to slaughter, and as a lamb is dumb in the presence of him that shears him, thus he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth”. Think of what he must have unfolded to him. Jesus is spoken of as “a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground—he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom men hide their faces”, Isaiah 53: 2, 3. It says, “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”. This is the glad tidings of Jesus. Isaiah saw His glory; I have no doubt that that would include Isaiah 53 as well as Isaiah 6. I believe it is a wonderful unfolding of the glad tidings of Jesus, the Man of the Gospels. There are many references to the glad tidings in scripture, particularly in this area of the Acts where we have read, but this is a peculiarly attractive one; the glad tidings of Jesus, bringing before us the attractiveness of the person of the Lord Jesus and what He has accomplished for us. “Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”. Do we know Him that way? There is much sorrow amongst us of recent times. He was a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Tears coursed down His cheeks; He saw the sorrow at the graveside of Lazarus. I have no doubt He has become exceedingly precious to many of our hearts as we go through these sorrows. 

It goes on to say, “he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed”. No wonder the eunuch’s heart was full, no wonder he went on his way rejoicing. He had something he had never had before, he had the light in his soul of another Man, the Lord Jesus Christ. I have no doubt that in the reference made, “his life is taken from the earth” that the eunuch felt the need of being baptised, to publicly identify himself with the death of Christ. It says, “as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised?” Then it says, “But when they came up out of the water the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, and the eunuch saw him no longer”. You see he was rendered independent in a sense, not in a wrong sense, but he was rendered independent. He was able now to go back into his own country, his heart filled with Christ; and I have no doubt, because he went on his way rejoicing, that he had the Holy Spirit. He was not needing the support any longer of Philip; he had the glad tidings of Jesus in his heart. The woman in Luke 7, she goes in the way of peace, peace is in her heart as a forgiven sinner; the blind man is made to see and he follows Him in the way having seen the King in His beauty; but I think something happened in the eunuch’s soul, that just transported him in his affections, by the testimony to such a Man. I have no doubt he carried that back to his own land, kept in freshness in his affections for the Lord Jesus by the Holy Spirit. As we go back to our own places, surely we have had some touch as to Christ, and I trust we will be kept in our affections in freshness by the Holy Spirit so that we will go on our way rejoicing having acquired something, having been enriched in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Well I just refer to Ruth. It is a solemn matter this reference to Orpah, her mother-in-law says she has gone back to her people and to her gods. She had such an opportunity, the same as Ruth had, but she “kissed her mother-in-law”. And Naomi said, “Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods”, empty, spiritually empty! Well, this is a solemn matter; persons turning away from the fellowship, living their life in other things, going back to their people and to their gods. But Ruth said, “Do not intreat me to leave thee”, she identifies herself with Naomi in bitterness. Naomi represents the testimony as it may be seen publicly at the present time. There is a lot of sorrowful history connected with every locality and the sorrow goes on, beloved brethren, the sorrow goes on. Somebody said, If the young people have to face a division again they will leave us—that was said recently—the sorrow goes on and on but what does Ruth say? “Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest l will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried”. Is that the committal of your heart and mine? You say, well the position is not very attractive outwardly, there is a lot of sorrowful history, but have we committed ourselves unreservedly to the testimony? Bound with a chain, Paul says, “Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner”, 2 Timothy 1: 8. What does that mean? It means that we will be restricted and limited publicly, perhaps in smallness and weakness. 

Much could be said about that but this is the way she meets Boaz. This is the way she comes into touch with the mighty man of wealth, the kinsman redeemer who had the right of redemption. This is the way to come into touch with the Great Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will take away your reproach. Ephesians 2 would apply to someone like Ruth, “no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God” (Ephesians 2: 19). Cannot we look beyond the weakness and the sorrow of the public position and see that identifying ourselves unreservedly with the testimony of our Lord Jesus, we will come into touch with Boaz, the mighty Man of wealth, who is able and willing to take on our encumbrances, our liabilities, and to set us in the divine household, the household of God? She felt she was a stranger, but now she is no longer a stranger, but a fellow-citizen of the saints in the household of God. She had found a home, she had found a place in the affections of Boaz. O beloved, may we come into touch with Christ as the mighty Man of wealth, our Boaz, our kinsman Redeemer. 

One who has drawn so close to us. Luke’s gospel would represent our kinsman Redeemer, the One who has taken on the liabilities of the race, who has met and discharged all our liabilities Himself. How wonderful He is, the One who is both willing and able to meet our need and, more than that, to set us free and happy in the household of God. It says she gave birth to Obed who was a worshipper, with David in view. How enriched Ruth was in her soul! It speaks about her cloak later on; “he said, Bring the cloak that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And she held it, and he measured six measures of barley, and laid it on her; and he went into the city. And she came to her mother-in-law; and she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her. And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me” (Ruth 3: 15–17). Think of how the Lord would enrich us with the knowledge of Himself, and that is what my exercise is in this meeting, that we may go away with a little greater knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, enriched in our thoughts and affections towards Him. 

I will just finish with a reference to the queen of Sheba. If we have spoken about the glad tidings of Jesus, I suppose this section would be the glad tidings of the glory. How she was affected by it as the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon in connection with the name of Jehovah, and then what she saw. She saw, in type, Christ as the glorious centre of a wonderful divine system. Have you seen Him that way? You might say, I only know about the local meeting and there are only two or three of us and we have a hard time. I want you to get a view of Christ as the glorious centre of another world, another scene altogether, and to draw from Him. Christ, as Head, is the One from whom we derive wisdom and power and help and who furnishes us with spiritual wealth. The queen of Sheba went away with her heart filled with the glory of Solomon, but I would like us to go away with our hearts filled with the 

glory of Christ. It says, “And when the queen of Sheba saw all Solomon’s wisdom”. He was a remarkable man, Solomon. Headship is seen in him in a very special way. It says in an earlier chapter, “God gave Solomon wisdom and very great understanding and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea-shore”, 1 Kings 4: 29. “And he spoke of the trees, from the cedar-tree that is on Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of cattle, and of fowls, and of creeping things, and of fishes. And there came of all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom”, 1 Kings 4: 33, 34. When the animals were brought before Adam, he was the federal head at the beginning of Genesis; and God brought the animals to him to be named, and he named them; but this is an expansion in the thought of headship, not just the animals but the whole creation. 

Think of what we can receive from Christ, as our Solomon, “who has been made to us wisdom from God”, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. If we could just get a glimpse of the Lord Jesus as the centre of a great divine system of glory, everything there reflecting the wisdom and glory typified in Solomon. Did we have some impression of it this morning? Did we get a view of the Lord Jesus as the glorious centre of another world? Did we not see the deportment of His servants, the order of the service? As it says, “his ascent by which he went up”. What a contrast, you might say, this is to Ruth. All she had was Naomi to take account of; that is the public position and let us not shrink from it. Let us not hold ourselves back from it but commit ourselves unreservedly to it. “Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God”. 

Have you ever said that? What a wonderful committal that was leading her, as I have said, to Boaz. But here it is not the poverty of the outward position, it is the wealth of the inward position in which Solomon is the great head and centre. May our hearts be attracted to Christ, may we get a view of Him this way as the centre of another world, the centre of another scene of things, contributing to His glory. She said, “I gave no credit to the words, until I came and mine eyes had seen; and behold, the half was not told me: in wisdom and prosperity thou exceedest the report that I heard. Happy are thy men! happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee, who hear thy wisdom!” That is our portion, beloved brethren. 

May we be happy Christians, happy in the light and knowledge of Christ, the glorious centre of another system of things altogether. In Colossians it says, “Christ ... who is our life”, Colossians 3: 4. I have often thought about that. I wonder if that is true with us all. Have we some other things that we live in, some other things that have become absorbing to our souls and hearts; maybe our businesses. Do not find your life in that. Find your life in another world with another Man, the centre and sunshine of another world. O beloved, may our hearts be enriched in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we might go back to our own cities and countries with the light of this in our souls—peace, because our sins are forgiven, follow Him in the way because we have seen the King in His beauty, go on our way rejoicing because we have taken into our hearts the glad tidings of Jesus. O the attractiveness of the Saviour. May we be prepared to identify ourselves with the testimony in reproach because through doing so we will meet our Boaz, the mighty Man of wealth; and then our hearts will be thrilled when we see the Lord Jesus as the Sun and centre of another world where we have our part with Him. May the Lord bless this word. 

Preaching at Denton, Texas
27 May 2001 

 


Scripture references

Luke 7:47-50 (JND) [47] For which cause I say to thee, Her many sins are forgiven; for she loved much; but he to whom little is forgiven loves little. [48] And he said to her, Thy sins are forgiven. [49] And they that were with [them] at table began to say within themselves, Who is this who forgives also sins? [50] And he said to the woman, Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace.

Mark 10:46-52 (JND) [46] And they come to Jericho, and as he was going out from Jericho, and his disciples and a large crowd, the son of Timaeus, Bartimaeus, the blind [man], sat by the wayside begging. [47] And having heard that it was Jesus the Nazaraean, he began to cry out and to say, O Son of David, Jesus, have mercy on me. [48] And many rebuked him, that he might be silent; but he cried so much the more, Son of David, have mercy on me. [49] And Jesus, standing still, desired him to be called. And they call the blind [man], saying to him, Be of good courage, rise up, he calls thee. [50] And, throwing away his garment, he started up and came to Jesus. [51] And Jesus answering says to him, What wilt thou that I shall do to thee? And the blind [man] said to him, Rabboni, that I may see. [52] And Jesus said to him, Go, thy faith has healed thee. And he saw immediately, and followed him in the way.

Acts 8:34-39 (JND) [34] And the eunuch answering Philip said, I pray thee, concerning whom does the prophet say this? of himself or of some other? [35] And Philip, opening his mouth and beginning from that scripture, announced the glad tidings of Jesus to him. [36] And as they went along the way, they came upon a certain water, and the eunuch says, Behold water; what hinders my being baptised? [37] Not available [38] And he commanded the chariot to stop. And they went down both to the water, both Philip and the eunuch, and he baptised him. [39] But when they came up out of the water [the] Spirit of [the] Lord caught away Philip, and the eunuch saw him no longer, for he went on his way rejoicing.

Ruth 1:14-17 (JND) [14] And they lifted up their voice and wept again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clave to her. [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee!

1 Kings 10:1-13 (JND) [1] And the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon in connection with the name of Jehovah, and came to prove him with enigmas. [2] And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bore spices and gold in very great abundance, and precious stones; and she came to Solomon, and spoke to him of all that was in her heart. [3] And Solomon explained to her all she spoke of: there was not a thing hidden from the king that he did not explain to her. [4] And when the queen of Sheba saw all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built, [5] and the food of his table, and the deportment of his servants, and the order of service of his attendants, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up to the house of Jehovah, there was no more spirit in her. [6] And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thine affairs, and of thy wisdom; [7] but I gave no credit to the words, until I came and mine eyes had seen; and behold, the half was not told me: in wisdom and prosperity thou exceedest the report that I heard. [8] Happy are thy men! happy are these thy servants, who stand continually before thee, who hear thy wisdom! [9] Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel! Because Jehovah loves Israel for ever, therefore did he make thee king, to do judgment and justice. [10] And she gave the king a hundred and twenty talents of gold, and spices in very great abundance, and precious stones: there came no more such abundance of spices as those which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon. [11] (And the fleet also of Hiram, which carried gold from Ophir, brought from Ophir sandal-wood in very great abundance, and precious stones. [12] And the king made of the sandal-wood a balustrade for the house of Jehovah, and for the king's house, and harps and lutes for the singers. There came no such sandal-wood, nor was there seen to this day.) …

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Mark 10:17 (JND) [17] And as he went forth into the way, a person ran up to [him], and kneeling to him asked him, Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?

Mark 10:21 (JND) [21] And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said to him, One thing lackest thou: go, sell whatever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me, [taking up the cross].

Mark 10:22 (JND) [22] But he, sad at the word, went away grieved, for he had large possessions.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Joshua 10 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it, that he had done to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and that the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them, [2] that they feared greatly; for Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and it was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty. [3] And Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, and to Piream king of Jarmuth, and to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, …

Joshua 10:13 (JND) [13] And the sun stood still, and the moon remained where it was, until the nation had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? And the sun remained standing in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a full day.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53:2-3 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 6 (JND) [1] In the year of the death of king Uzziah, I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. [2] Seraphim were standing above him: each had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he flew. [3] And one called to the other and said, Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory! …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Ephesians 2:19 (JND) [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God,

Ruth 3:15-17 (JND) [15] And he said, Bring the cloak that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And she held it, and he measured six [measures] of barley, and laid [it] on her; and he went into the city. [16] And she came to her mother-in-law; and she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her. [17] And she said, These six [measures] of barley gave he me; for he said to me, Go not empty to thy mother-in-law.

1 Kings 4:29 (JND) [29] And God gave Solomon wisdom and very great understanding and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea-shore.

1 Kings 4:33-34 (JND) [33] And he spoke of the trees, from the cedar-tree that is on Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of cattle, and of fowls, and of creeping things, and of fishes. [34] And there came of all peoples to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom.

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

Colossians 3:4 (JND) [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.



WHAT GOD CAN DO IN OUTWARDLY SMALL AND WEAK CIRCUMSTANCES

J. Spinks 

Judges 6: 11–16; 7: 1–8, 19–22 

I wish to say a little as to what God can do in outwardly small and weak circumstances. We would have to confess that the public position is extremely weak, nevertheless God is active and He is able to bring in help to any situation. Gideon here is threshing wheat in a winepress to secure it from the Midianites, indicating circumstances of pressure and limitation. Now there is a great deal of pressure, a great deal of limitation, and the tendency is to give up, but Gideon is really an overcomer. The Midianites represent natural influences and worldly associations which impoverish the saints. They come on to view just as the people were about to enter the land and were used by Balaam to bring the people under the corrupting influences of the world. It is not exactly overt opposition, but rather the introduction of worldly principles and associations which would rob God of His portion from His people. That is what the enemy has always in mind, not only to impoverish the people, but to rob God of what is precious to Him. That comes into the book of Malachi, “Will a man rob God?”, Malachi 3: 8. The answer from the people is, “Wherein do we rob thee?”, showing how completely insensitive they were to the divine requirements, and that is largely the situation at the present time. There is much activity that is not according to God. Of course, God is sovereign and He loves to bless, but one of the things we see when we look into the scriptures is that God makes His own proposals and He makes His own demands, and these things must be adhered to. 

So here we find this young man acting in confined circumstances to maintain the food supply. 

Let us see that we are on the line of what is according to God. 

what maintains the rights of Christ. The Midianites were on the line of bringing in unholy alliances and things which would have limited the people in their response to God. These things are prevalent at the present time; things which have a fair appearance but are not according to God. “And Gideon said to him, Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us?” That is like the present time. Those of us who are older can look back on times when the gatherings were much larger. Young people may say, Well, what has happened? Why has all this befallen us? To a large degree it is because of our unfaithfulness, we would have to admit that. We have to bear the iniquity of the sanctuary; things have been greatly reduced largely through our unfaithfulness. As we accept that, and accept the smallness and limitations, we can count on God’s help. God is not limited to numbers. He can work through one or two or three hundred and He does. Let us see, dear brethren, that we are with God in matters. John speaks of being “fellow-workers with the truth” (3 John 8), meaning that we are in the testimony rightly, as governed by the truth. Gideon goes on to say, “Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? And now Jehovah hath cast us off, and given us into the hand of Midian”. Then Jehovah looked upon him and said, “Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian”. Think of God’s ability to come into a situation and work through a weak human vessel like Gideon, as He has done through the course of the testimony. 

He then says, “behold, my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house”. Maybe our language is like that; what can we do? Mr. Darby said that the place of dependence is the place of power. Everyone who is committed to the testimony of our Lord is usable in God’s hand. My own desire is that I may be maintained in relation to the testimony in a vital way. The youngest believer can find his niche among the saints and be found here serviceable to the Master. The Lord would find a place for you to serve 

according to your own capacity, thinking so as to be wise. That means that you do not have high thoughts above what you should think, but you do not have too low thoughts either, because what we find here is that God is committing Himself to this young man. I wonder if we all have the sense that not only have we committed ourselves to the Lord, but the Lord has committed Himself to us; that is a wonderful thing. We see that in the history of Jacob; God said to him, “I will not leave thee until I have done what I have spoken to thee of”, Genesis 28: 15. Like Jacob, most of us have had up and down histories, and that is a very humbling thing; but then there is the underlying sense that the Lord has committed Himself to us, and that is a very precious thing. God would say, I am with you as you are with Me. “And Jehovah said to him, I will certainly be with thee; and thou shalt smite Midian as one man”. 

We see how fully God commits Himself to Gideon, as He would to anyone who seeks to be here for Him. Dear young brother or sister, if you commit yourself to the Lord Jesus and the testimony, you will find that He will commit Himself to you. He will help you in all the difficulties you have to face in every sphere of your responsible life. God said to Joshua, “I will not leave thee, neither will I forsake thee”, Joshua 1: 5. 

I did not read the whole section because it is rather long, but it shows how Gideon wanted confirmation and he asks for a sign. The signs are very instructive but I just wish to show how God loves to bring in confirmation and assurance. It says in Hebrews 6, “Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose, intervened by an oath, that by two unchangeable things, in which it was impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement” (Hebrews 6: 17, 18). Here we see Him coming into a weak situation to confirm and encourage a young man who is governed by right desires; He does not rebuke him for lack of faith. In verse 33 we see Midian and Amalek and the children of the east gathered 

together to fight against the children of Israel, a very great army. The Spirit of Jehovah comes upon Gideon; he blows the trumpet and rallies the people. God then gives another sign to confirm Gideon, the dew on the fleece, and then we see the people encamped by the spring Harod. “And Jehovah said to Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give Midian into their hand, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me”. Here God is testing His people, and we are all under test. 

The first test was an obvious one and twenty-two thousand of the people turned back. Sadly, many have done that. Many have not been prepared for the rigours of the way and have turned back. Not that we ever give them up, for God can secure them, but the fact is that there are very few who have committed themselves to the testimony of our Lord. The next test was one that the people were not aware of, a much more difficult matter. “And Jehovah said to Gideon, Still the people are many; bring them down to the water, and I will try them for thee there, and it shall be, that of whom I shall say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I shall say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go”. What a test that is! I think it raises the question of being serviceable. 

What is the criterion then for serviceability? What is God looking for, what is the Lord looking for? They are brought down to the water and there the test comes. “Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself”. I think they would be ‘good soldiers of Jesus Christ’; persons who put the needs of the testimony before their own natural tastes and desires, and God is able to take them on. It says, “And the number of them that lapped, with their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men; and all the rest of the people bowed down on their knees to drink water”. You say, What is wrong with that. God provided the water? God provides many things in His providential ways but they are not our life and we are not to live in them. Scripture says, “she that lives in habits of self-indulgence is dead while living”, 1 Timothy 5: 6. 

I think that is the test of the present time. We are living in affluent times and many have the means to indulge their natural tastes and desires even in a legitimate way. I would make an appeal to all of us, Touch the world and its things lightly; its sports and entertainments, keep away from them. If we take the line of self-indulgence or ministering to the flesh we cannot be serviceable to the Master. Do not let us say, There is no harm in this, there is no harm in that; that is not the criterion. If it turns us away from the testimony and limits our serviceability then surely there is harm in it. You will find that the further you go, the more you will be drawn in; that is the character of the world. Even things that seem to be quite harmless and legitimate can lead you into deeper things. They take up your time, take up your energy, and your freshness of affection for Christ will diminish. I am speaking from experience and many of us would say the same. The more you go in for the things of this world, the more dim the things of God become. You find that you are reading less and praying less, and your time is being spent in pursuits that are not profitable. So it goes on to say, “And Jehovah said to Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and give Midian into thy hand; and let all the people go every man to his place. And they took the victuals of the people in their hand, and their trumpets; and all the men of Israel he sent away, every man to his tent”. It is a question of where our interests lie. 

You remember when Moses took the Tent of meeting and pitched it outside the camp; every one who sought Jehovah went out to the Tent of meeting, but there were those who worshipped at the entrance of their tents (Exodus 33: 7, 8). Now that is not to be despised, but it was not a movement Godward, it was not a movement to Christ. I think every call of the Lord would demand a spiritual response. I think as we are here tonight we would all ask ourselves the question, Is there a movement Godward? Are there fresh committals? Is there increased desire to set our own things aside in order that we may give priority to the things of our Lord Jesus Christ? The apostle Paul had great opportunities to advance—indeed he had advanced beyond his contemporaries, a Pharisee of the Pharisees. What an opportunity he had to make his mark on the religious world, having power and influence! He could say, “but what things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss”, Philippians 3: 7. Would that we all had that outlook. Some time ago a local brother had to attend hospital and on leaving he noticed that one of the nurses had missed the bus into town. He offered her a lift and on the journey asked if she was a believer on the Lord Jesus. Her answer was, “for me to live is Christ”. Is that not wonderful? A nurse going about her way, probably not taken account of by anyone, but think of the delight of heaven at such a committal. I have often thought of that, and I have often wondered if I could truly say that. May we all take up the challenge, “for me to live is Christ”, Philippians 1: 21. 

In the next scripture we read they come to the outside of the camp and “they blew the trumpets, and broke the pitchers that were in their hands”. Before the light can shine the pitchers have to be broken. The scripture in 2 Corinthians 4 is of course a direct reference to this, “we have this treasure in earthen vessels” (2 Corinthians 4: 7). Here of course it is light but I think the light becomes treasure. I think that is the way the divine system works; God first enlightens us, and then as we work things out with the help of the Spirit the truth takes substantial form in our souls, it becomes a treasure, something that we would value. Well, how much do we value divine things? Is Christ the supreme object to our hearts? Are the meetings the most important occasions to attend, the gatherings of God’s people? Do we take time to read the Scriptures and the ministry? Do we take time to pray? If we do that the Lord’s things will become very real to us, the light becomes treasure. 

There are those of whom it can be said, “If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness!”, Matthew 6: 23. What a thing that is, the light becoming darkness. How can that be? That refers to persons who take on the truth in a nominal way but when the test comes there is nothing there. That is really an apostate condition, something we cannot attribute to any true believer, but that is the state of some souls; they have professed Christianity and have discarded it as a worthless thing. One such “has trodden under foot the Son of God ... and has insulted the Spirit of grace”, Hebrews 10: 29. Think of persons ostensibly taking on Christianity and tasting it and discarding it as being worthless. How God feels that, the spirit of apostasy that is increasing on every hand. Let us be those who are prepared to let the light of God shine in our hearts. He has shone in our hearts “for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. 

What a thing it is that God would shine in our hearts! One aspect of light is that it exposes, it makes all things manifest, but as we are ready to be adjusted, and to take on the word of God as it comes to us, the light becomes brighter and the treasure becomes greater. So it says here, “And they stood every man in his place round about the camp; and all the host ran, and cried out, and fled. And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and Jehovah set every man’s sword against his fellow”; it was a complete victory. 

The message I have is a very simple one; let us be like Gideon’s three hundred, may we be able to overcome in regard to our natural propensities and natural desires and put the testimony of our Lord Jesus first. I would make an appeal to every one of us, especially the dear young ones, to put the Lord’s things first. You will find it is very much worthwhile. 

Sometimes things come in that we do not understand, but as we seek to work things out with God, He will help us to see things clearly. There is a great need to allow divine light to make all things manifest and, as we do so, we will find that the Lord will be with us to help us, and He will lead us further into this great scheme of things that will eventuate in eternal glory. 

May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Denton, Texas
26 May 2001 

 


Scripture references

Judges 6:11-16 (JND) [11] And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure [it] from the Midianites. [12] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. [13] And Gideon said to him, Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where are all his miracles that our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? And now Jehovah hath cast us off, and given us into the hand of Midian. [14] And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not I sent thee? [15] And he said to him, Ah Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. [16] And Jehovah said to him, I will certainly be with thee; and thou shalt smite Midian as one man.

Judges 7:1-22 (JND) [1] And Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, arose early, and all the people that were with him, and they encamped beside the spring Harod; and he had the camp of Midian on the north by the hill of Moreh in the valley. [2] And Jehovah said to Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give Midian into their hand, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. [3] And now proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whoever is timid and afraid, let him go back and turn from mount Gilead. And there went back of the people twenty-two thousand; and there remained ten thousand. [4] And Jehovah said to Gideon, Still the people are many; bring them down to the water, and I will try them for thee there, and it shall be, that of whom I shall say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I shall say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. [5] And he brought down the people to the water; and Jehovah said to Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down on his knees to drink. [6] And the number of them that lapped, with their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men; and all the rest of the people bowed down on their knees to drink water. [7] And Jehovah said to Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and give Midian into thy hand; and let all the people go every man to his place. [8] And they took the victuals of the people in their hand, and their trumpets; and all the men of Israel he sent away, every man to his tent, but retained the three hundred men. Now the camp of Midian was beneath him in the valley. [9] And it came to pass in that night, that Jehovah said to him, Arise, go down to the camp; for I have given it into thy hand. [10] And if thou fear to go down, go thou with Phurah thy servant down to the camp; [11] and thou shalt hear what they say; and afterwards shall thy hand be strengthened, and thou shalt go down unto the camp. And he went down with Phurah his servant to the outside of the armed men that were in the camp. [12] And Midian and Amalek and all the children of the east lay along in the valley as locusts for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand upon the sea-shore for multitude. …

Malachi 3:8 (JND) [8] Will a man rob God? But ye rob me. And ye say, Wherein do we rob thee? [In] tithes and heave-offerings.

3 John 1:8 (JND) [8] *We* therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth.

Genesis 28:15 (JND) [15] And behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all [places] to which thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee until I have done what I have spoken to thee of.

Joshua 1:5 (JND) [5] None shall be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so will I be with thee; I will not leave thee, neither will I forsake thee.

Hebrews 6 (JND) [1] Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on [to what belongs] to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God, [2] of [the] doctrine of washings, and of imposition of hands, and of resurrection of [the] dead, and of eternal judgment; [3] and this will we do if God permit. …

Hebrews 6:17-18 (JND) [17] Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose, intervened by an oath, [18] that by two unchangeable things, in which [it was] impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us,

1 Timothy 5:6 (JND) [6] But she that lives in habits of self-indulgence is dead [while] living.

Exodus 33:7-8 (JND) [7] And Moses took the tent, and pitched it outside the camp, far from the camp, and called it the Tent of meeting. And it came to pass [that] every one who sought Jehovah went out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp. [8] And it came to pass, when Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose up, and stood every man at the entrance of his tent, and they looked after Moses until he entered into the tent.

Philippians 3:7 (JND) [7] but what things were gain to me these I counted, on account of Christ, loss.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:

Matthew 6:23 (JND) [23] but if thine eye be wicked, thy whole body will be dark. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness!

Hebrews 10:29 (JND) [29] of how much worse punishment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy who has trodden under foot the Son of God, and esteemed the blood of the covenant, whereby he has been sanctified, common, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.



INCREASE IN THE PRESENT TIME

J. Wright 

Ephesians 2: 18–22; 4: 15, 16 

I desire help, beloved brethren, to speak of increase which comes into these sections of scripture. One is connected with the temple, speaking of the “building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord”, and the other relates to the body—“works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love”. These are both allusions to the assembly. The “holy temple in the Lord” has in view the day of Christ’s display, the day of Christ’s rule; and I think what is in mind in the “holy temple in the Lord” is that the rule of Christ will become intelligible to those who are on the earth. It will come through the assembly in that way. I like to think of the setting of the scripture. What Paul is saying at the end of this chapter really flows out of his reference to persons who know what it is to have access to the Father. He is speaking in this chapter of the way that every distinction, or anything that would bring in distance, among believers has been removed. The greatest distinction or distance would be that between Jew and Gentile, but that has been removed and what remains is Christ. There is in this section what is “being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone”. I believe, beloved brethren, as we know what it is to have access to the Father we can appreciate this, that there is only one order, one character of Man before the Father. 

We think of this blessed matter of both having access by one Spirit to the Father. I do not think it necessarily means, because we are at the Lord’s supper and we are sitting there and singing hymns, that we have access to the Father. It is true if it is true, and it is open to us. It is open to us through Christ by one Spirit to have access to the Father. It is a wonderful thing to go into the presence of the Father and to go in together. We have saints with whom we can go in together into the presence of the Father. We can understand from that how the fitting together takes place as we have access to the Father. What comes out in the epistle is its universal bearing, and one thing I am thankful for (although it is very small) is that we have what is universal. We have saints available in a universal way. I think if we keep what is universal before us, it helps us in the working out of the truth. May the Lord preserve what there is in a universal way so that we do not become insular in our outlook. We are kept wide in our outlook. It is a wonderful thing to have brethren in different countries with different natural national characteristics, but that is all gone, in that sense, and we sit down together and we have access to the Father. I felt that on Lord’s day. 

So he says, “ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints”. What a dignified thought that is, “fellow-citizens of the saints. How Paul regarded the saints! He could speak of himself as “less than the least of all saints”; how he would value being among them, being a fellow-citizen of the saints. Then it says, “and of the household of God, being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone”. 

That comes into his epistles in quite an extensive way, the thought of “Jesus Christ” and what takes character from that Man. There can be nothing really for the divine pleasure apart from what takes character from that Man, as of that Man’s order. “Jesus Christ himself” is emphasised here. He does not say ‘Jesus Christ’, but he says “Jesus Christ himself”—that is to emphasise it “being the corner-stone, in whom all the building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord”. I believe this would look on to the millennial day but the increase must be going on now. I do not think the increase will go on then; it looks forward to that day, but it is going on now. So that the persons who are there on the earth when Christ rules will understand how it all operates and be intelligent as to it. It raises a question as to the intelligence I have as to the rule of Christ now, as to what “in the Lord” means—“a holy temple in the Lord”—whether I understand that and whether I am governed by that, so that there is this increasing to a holy temple in the Lord. That is what the assembly will be in the millennial day, but it is a “habitation of God in the Spirit” now. It is God’s dwelling-place now. It is a wonderful thing to have part in that. 

Well, in the scripture in Ephesians 4 it is “the whole body ... works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love”. I do not think that the reference to the body here is in relation to what is future, it is what is now. You cannot speak of the increase of the body in the millennium or in eternity, it will be complete, but it is what applies now. And it would refer to the body in its sensitiveness. It refers to those who belong to Christ, those who have the Spirit. What a wonderful thing it is to be in the light of it and the way that that increase can be brought about now. I am sure the Lord uses various things for the increase of the body but what we have in this chapter really flows out from the operation of the gifts that the Lord has given, gifts from an ascended Christ. It is a wonderful 

thing that the Lord has given gifts and they have not been taken away. Persons of distinguished gift who have served the saints are no longer here now; but the gifts have not been taken away, the gifts are here, and they are here in view of the edifying of the body of Christ, in view of the saints being built up. 

It says, “holding the truth in love”. I love to think of what Mr. Raven said that, we do not speak of truths, we speak of the truth it is one whole. The truth is one whole and it is a good thing to see where one feature of the truth fits into another. We need intelligence in these things to hold it in love, not to hold it just in our minds, but to hold it in love. That is, I think, that you hold it in relation to others. You do not just hold it for yourself, “but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ”. I remember reading a reference somewhere to ‘growing up to Him in all things’, that this is all round growth. It is where I am at school, where I am at work, where I am in the home and in the assembly. If we have Christ before us, and we are holding the truth in love, it would exercise us to be growing up to Him in all things. 

It means that Christ is coming into expression because that is involved in the body. The body is for the expression of Christ, and it says, “we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ—from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply”. One of the things that I find I need a lot of help on is to appreciate and know the headship of Christ, and the way that the headship of Christ operates. The body is fitted together as things proceed from Christ, as we draw upon Him, our living Head. I think we appreciate what is in one another and being “fitted together”. This fitting together is a wonderful thing. It speaks in Ephesians 2 as to being “fitted together”. I cannot see how there can be the increase of God in what is of assembly character and assembly formation without it. We need one another, 

beloved brethren, and I think one of the great needs of the present time is assembly formation, assembly features being brought about; they are brought about in localities but as connected with the whole. We hold ourselves in relation to the whole, to what the Lord is doing in a universal way. We need to keep before us that the Lord is working in a universal way that we might be “fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to the working in its measure of each one part”. 

We have each a measure and we are conscious that we have not all got the same measure. 

Some have more than others, but we can fill out our measure so that it might become available to the saints in view of this building up. Think of “its self-building up in love”; it is love operating in the body so that we are thinking of one another in love. We are able to contribute in love; it is a mutual thing. It is said that then the gifts will have done their work. 

The gifts have in mind that there might be the function of the body. We need to value gifts, and we need to value what has come to us through the gifts but it is all in view that there might be this increase, “works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love”. May the Lord help us in it; may this increase take place at the present time, beloved brethren, in the Lord’s name. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Adelaide
25 April 2000 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 2:18-22 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father. [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, [20] being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord; [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.

Ephesians 4:15-16 (JND) [15] but, holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …



EXTRACTS

Let us but see the responsibility of the minister of God, and we cannot fail to see that any remissness in him must entail, or give occasion for, greater evil in the people to whom he is called to minister. A minister of God is one appointed by God to impart His mind, by a gift specially conferred on him by the Holy Spirit. It is distinctly given and knowingly possessed, but capable of being cultivated and increased by study of the word and prayer. It is not the line of the gift we are considering here, but the simple fact that one is endowed with Christ’s gift by the Holy Spirit, and hence takes his place among God’s people as His minister. To a true conscience, no appointment could be more solemn or responsible; but when we see the effect one’s faithfulness, or the reverse, has on the people of God, one may well tremble, if not supported by the cheering assurance that our competence is of God. The gifts have been given for the perfecting of the saints; and hence if the gifted one, the one called to be God’s minister, in anywise misrepresents God in teaching or preaching, he necessarily damages and hinders saints. They are straitened and checked by him, and he has not approved himself as the minister of God. His conduct and course should be of such a character that he could say that they were without excuse as far as he ministerially was concerned. Is it not plain that if God’s minister does anything in word or deed to contravene the mind of God, of which he is the minister, he must therein hinder the saints? Does he not indicate in himself the real measure of the power of the truth of which he is the minister? If the minister can allow this or that of the world in his surroundings, it is vain for him to expect that the saints will accept the truth he ministers as able to effect more, or that really there is more in it; for it is remarkable how defective walk in a minister will lead to qualification of the truth in its very enunciation; and hence there is not a rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Nothing has tended to lower the standard of Christianity so much as the little practical effect that the truth has had on the ministers of it. Nothing does the awakened conscience more eagerly look for, or more intently examine, than the effect of the truth on the one who ministers it. It is remarkable how everything a minister of God does will be criticised, and how conscience will be either convicted by his conduct or emboldened to do what it might otherwise fear to do. 

Who could read the credentials of a minister of God in 2 Corinthians 4 and not fear, while he accepted and assumed the duty of such a highly privileged, and at the same time self-denying calling? Or who, while humbly bowing to Christ’s favour in putting him into the ministry, does not feel the obligation which rests on him, and the importance of the word to Timothy? 

“Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them”; (though working at a trade, as he did—see 2 Thessalonians 3) “that thy profiting may appear to all ... for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee”. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 9, pp.120–122) 

Observe, they are exhorted with purpose of heart to cleave to the Lord. A distracted heart is the bane of a Christian. When my heart is filled with Christ, I have no heart or eye for the trash of the world. If Christ is dwelling in your heart by faith, it will not be the question, What harm is there in this or that? rather, Am I doing this for Christ? Can Christ go along with me in this? If you are in communion with Him, you will readily detect what is not of Him. Do not let the world come in, and distract your thoughts. I speak especially to you young ones; we, who are older, have had more experience of what the world is, we know more what it is worth, but it all lies shining before you, endeavouring to attract you. What else does it fill its shop windows for? Its smiles are all deceitful, still it is smiling upon you. It makes many promises it cannot fulfil—still it promises. The fact is, your hearts are too big for the world, it cannot fill them; they are too little for Christ, for He fills heaven; yet will He fill you to overflowing. 

J. N. Darby (‘Collected Writings’ Vol. 34, p.396) 
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Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

2 Thessalonians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may run and be glorified, even as also with you; [2] and that we may be delivered from bad and evil men, for faith [is] not [the portion] of all. [3] But the Lord is faithful, who shall establish you and keep [you] from evil. …
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