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THE NEED FOR HAVING AN OUTLINE OF SOUND WORDS

2 Timothy 1; 13, 14; 1 Corinthians 15: 1–10; Acts 19: 1–10; 20: 31, 32 

JS  What has been in my heart and mind, particularly in view of this occasion, is this word of Paul to Timothy, “Have an outline of sound words, which words thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”. I am impressed with the importance of having this outline of sound words, the words that Timothy had heard from Paul, words that were in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. Many of our younger brethren are growing up, and I wondered if this might appear of particular interest to them, especially to young brothers who are taking on services in connection with the preaching and ministry. Paul was handing things over to Timothy, and helping him in view of the difficult days that were contemplated in this epistle. 

I wondered if we might seek to follow out something of this outline. We could not do it exhaustively on an occasion like this, but I suggested reading from 1 Corinthians 15 because of Paul’s reference there to the glad tidings, and how he follows through, what we may refer to as the facts of the glad tidings. 

I thought in Acts 19 we see Paul’s service in view of bringing to light an assembly; the assembly at Ephesus which was a very special part of his handiwork. I just followed that up with a reference to chapter 20 where he is addressing the elders of the assembly at Ephesus and is committing them to God and to the word of His grace. 

I thought we might get some help in enquiring together. There are many other things that could come into this outline of sound words, but I wondered if these two features, the glad tidings and the assembly, might be of particular value to us. If there are other things that the brethren feel should be included, I am sure we would be glad to get help together. I think it is important to see at this stage that this outline of sound words does not mean that things have to be fixed in the form of a creed or articles of faith; the words are to be in faith and love, which are in Christ Jesus. I think they are to be held related to Christ as glorified; in some ways it is like, holding fast the Head. I trust the brethren may be free to enquire into this. 

JTB(Gr)  I think it might be helpful if you were to say something about the relationship between the glad tidings and the assembly. 

JS  Well, I think the glad tidings are foundational. In addition to the facts of the glad tidings in 1 Corinthians 15, it is important to follow them through in the teaching in the epistle to the Romans. I think that lays a good moral foundation in our souls, so we are then ready to go on to the truth of the assembly. A subject condition of soul is brought about that is ready for the truth of the assembly. Does that help at all? 

JTB(Gr)  Yes, it does. It helps us to see how the truth of the glad tidings must necessarily lead to the assembly. 

JS  It is very interesting that in the last chapter of Romans Paul refers to the mystery. I think he is anticipating that it would lead to the assembly. As we receive the glad tidings, it is not intended that we should be left as isolated units, but that we should be ready for integration into the great matter of the assembly. 

JCG  It would be very important for all of us to know the teaching as you outline it, starting with the glad tidings. What you have said as to what is “in Christ Jesus” would help; Paul’s glad tidings were really the glad tidings of the glory of God, were they not? 

JS  The appearing to him was from the Man in the glory; that gives its own distinctive character to his glad tidings. 

WL  What would you say about these sound words, the house of God and the glad tidings? Is there an order there? 

JS  I think there is, an outline of sound words; and the words had been heard from Paul. It is an important thing, especially in 2 Timothy days, that we have sound teaching, sound words, and I think these sound words that Paul had in mind were not only in the doctrine or teaching, but I think the exemplification of them had been in him personally. 

WL  Timothy would hear, no doubt, more from Paul than what is recorded in Paul’s epistles. The outline of sound words, you could not confine it to scripture, could you? 

JS  No, I think it is what he had heard “of me”, that is what had come out through Paul; there would be the basis in the Scriptures, but then at the time Paul ministered a good deal of the Scriptures probably had not been written. The Old Testament was there, of course, but there was a good deal that came out through Paul orally, and it was recorded in the Scriptures after. 

WL  Down through the years there has been a great deal that has come to light, which is indeed sound words, which largely has been refused. 

JS  I think we ought to be thankful that we are in an area where these sound words are appreciated. We ought to be very thankful for that, and I would encourage our young people to appreciate the distinctive character of the recovery in which, through grace, we have part. There has been a line of teaching in the present recovery of the truth, from Mr Darby onwards, that is on the line of these sound words, and I think we ought to be thankful for that. 

JDG  How do we acquire a knowledge of sound words? 

JS  Perhaps you could help us. 

JDG  I was wondering if it is by dedication, devotedness. But I wondered also if it would involve the spirit of wisdom and revelation from the Father, according to Ephesians 1. 

JS  Well, it does; that is specially needed when you come to the heavenly side of things in Ephesians. I think it is very important that we acquire the fundamental side of these sound words, through what has come to us objectively in the gospel, and through our experimental acquaintance with the truth; so that there is something morally established in our souls, and we are then able for the spiritual side of things related to the assembly. 

JCG  While the matter of the outline is quite definite as to the doctrine and the teaching, the fact is that it is an outline. Does that make way for the Holy Spirit to operate in freedom, bringing the liberty and the joy of the matter to us? 

JS  It is not cast into a mould, so to speak; it is very interesting that the next verse says, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”. I think there is allowance for what the Spirit may do in the filling out of what we have by way of outline, and maintain the whole matter in life and freshness; so we do not attempt to put it into a creed or formula. 

DBR  Luke, in the commencement of his gospel, says, “concerning the matters fully believed amongst us”, Luke 1: 1. Does faith enter into it very largely; it says, “in faith and love”. Faith is a very important thing. The question has been raised as to how we acquire these sound words but would faith be an important matter? 

JS  I think faith would be essential; these things relate to faith. If matters are believed amongst us, it is very important for each one to believe these things; and then that our affections should be bound up with them too—in faith and love. I think the truth should be laid hold of in both ways. 

DBR  That would affect us in our constitutions. It says of the man in Acts 3 that he was sound; not only that he had sound words but he himself was sound. Would that be the product of the sound words? 

JS  It says, “the faith which is by him has given him this complete soundness in the presence of you all”, Acts 3: 16. It is interesting to see a man like that, and how he links on with Peter and John, he held them by the hand; you can see his affections entering into that. 

GCMcK  Is it right to think by the footnote that Timothy did not get an outline from Paul? 

He got sound words from Paul, but he was to have an outline; that is that matters were formed in his own soul and mind. Would that be right? 

JS  I think we are intended to acquire this outline individually. I do not think Paul gave Timothy the outline; if that was the case it would be just like a creed or articles of faith; but I think he wanted Timothy to work this out in his 

own soul, and then to keep it by the Holy Spirit. That is the only way we can keep this good deposit entrusted. I think we ought to appreciate the good deposit that has been entrusted to us. 

GCMcK  It would be a process then in Timothy’s soul. Paul said, “Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things”, 2 Timothy 2: 7. You might say these things that Paul had said entered into his mind and heart and he pondered them; in the end he could give you an outline of them. 

JS  Well, I think that is very important, that we do allow things into our minds and into our hearts and ponder them, consider them; so we may be at a meeting but then we just do not go away and forget about it; but think them over and see how they apply, how they come into our lives. 

JSp  It is a privilege, but a sense also of responsibility, to be the depository of these precious truths that have come to us. Do you think that would be essential? 

JS  I think that is what Paul was really seeking to exercise Timothy about, to take responsibility, to have the outline and to keep it by the Spirit. So, we are privileged in having so much that has come to us, and I think the responsibility is upon us to value that and treasure it. We who are older should give an example in showing that we do value and treasure these things. We seek to encourage our younger ones, not only in the words that are imparted, but by the example we may impart. 

JTB(Ed)  Does the outline suggest a certain framework or parameters over which we do not stray? 

JS  I think it guides us in that sense, so that we keep within the banks of the river. 

JTB(Ed)  I was just looking at Nehemiah 8, “all the people gathered together as one man to the open place that was before the water-gate” (Nehemiah 8: 1), and then “they read in the law of God distinctly out of the book, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading” (Nehemiah 8: 8). So, our gatherings provide an environment for substantial formation within the outline. 

JS  I think that is right. So that, while we have the outline, it is a guide for us, and a help in detecting other things that may be brought in, which do not fit. But it still allows plenty of scope, as you say, in the open place by the water-gate, scope for the Spirit to operate within it. 

JTB(Ed)  Yes, it is fine that they gave the sense and caused them to understand the reading. I suppose our temple enquiry really is helpful in that regard, particularly for young people; they are given to understand the sense. 

JS  I think it is very important to understand the sense of things, and I thought perhaps reference to 1 Corinthians 15 would help us to see the importance of the glad tidings in that connection. If we do not have the glad tidings properly, there is not much hope of us coming into the truth of the assembly. So that, these were the glad tidings which Paul had announced to them; he is going over and repeating these things. He brought these things to Corinth and the result was he not only brought the glad tidings but he continued the work into the assembly. The truth of the local assembly was developed there at Corinth, but the basis for it was the glad tidings. 

JMar  In having an outline of sound words I was thinking of what was said in 1 

Corinthians 13, “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal” (1 Corinthians 13: 1). It seems to be that the formation of love would lie behind correct speaking, an outline of sound words. 

JS  So that is why Paul says “in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus”; the words were taken up in that way. The chapter you refer to in Corinthians is important; the great chapter of love. “Follow after love” the apostle says, a way of more surpassing excellence. 

TCM  Would that bear on how he goes over these great truths of the glad tidings in 1 Corinthians 15; he always relates it back to “according to the scriptures”? That is how things are really truly sounded out, everything that is said and thought and believed is according to the Scriptures, do you think? 

JS  Well, quite so. It becomes the means of our testing what is said and that is important; the Bereans searched the Scriptures to see if these things were so (Acts 17: 11), to get them confirmed. That is an important thing for us, to search the Scriptures and see if we get confirmation in our souls. The Spirit would help us in that. 

DBR  Would you help a little in the scope that Paul covers here, “Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures”, and then He appeared to Cephas; there is a very great scope in that, is there? 

JS  I think so, so that we get the greatness of the work of Christ, that He died for our sins according to the Scriptures. Well, we have to start there, and that He was buried, and was raised the third day, according to the Scriptures, and then he appeared to Cephas, and we get these other appearings. I think it has in mind the glad tidings would be kept before us in a living way by these appearings. The last one came right down to Paul himself; that was an appearing from the glory evidently; there were His appearings in the forty days but also the appearing to Paul from the glory. I think it would have in mind that the glad tidings would be maintained amongst us in a living way. 

DBR  The fact that it speaks about our sins, dying for our sins and being buried, raised the third day—is Paul showing clearly that, in the work of Christ, God has cleared the whole ground; not only our sins but the man who sinned has gone; clearing the whole ground in view of our part in the assembly, do you think? 

JS  So that, having died for our sins, that deals with our guilt, and the burial means that God has cleared the ground, the man that offended has been put out of God’s sight. 

RT  Does the preaching of Paul’s glad tidings not necessitate an understanding of the assembly in the preacher? 

JS  Well, you can help us in that. 

RT  In Romans 16 Paul says, “according to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery”. There is a living communication of things already existing on this earth, the understanding of which necessitates a knowledge of them in the preaching, do you think? The gospel goes out from the house. 

JS  I was just thinking of that when you spoke. The gospel went out from the house in the early chapters of Acts and the house had been formed by the Spirit’s coming. The gospel then went out from it. I think it is very important that, because if the gospel goes out from it, it is important that there is somewhere where persons who are the subjects of the gospel can be brought. I think that is what God has in mind. 

JSp  Have you any impression as to the order of these appearings? 

JS  Well, I do not know that I had too much in mind about that, perhaps you have something. 

JSp  Not particularly, but Peter is a kingdom man; that would be a very prime, initial impression, that the truth of the kingdom must be established in the soul. Would there be something in that? And then the twelve, moving on to what is collective? 

JS  It is interesting that we get the reference to Cephas here, a kingdom man, and I think that would be suitable material for the structure. The reference to the twelve, I think would be how things are worked out administratively; love would operate in the twelve, in the working out of the administration, do you think? 

RG  Do you think all of these persons would have some sense of the Man in the glory; He died for our sins according to the Scriptures; He was buried and was raised again, but He appeared from the glory? Do you think the fulness of the gospel, especially in our rooms, should bear the hallmark of coming from the Man in the glory? 

JS  I think it is good to think of that; that is the distinctive character of Paul’s glad tidings; he had an appearing from the Man in the glory and it is a great matter we should keep before us; if we are preaching relative to a Man in the glory His work has been accomplished. 

RG  I was thinking of the time, you may remember, many years ago, when the notice board was changed. It used to refer to the glad tidings, or the gospel, but it was changed to the Word of God; that would involve the extensiveness of what is involved in the Man in the glory and what proceeds from Him, do you think? 

JS  In a way it is wider than the glad tidings; it would allow for what God may bring in in view of the conviction and conversion of souls and bring His mind in relation to things. 

DAS  Do you think the fact that He appeared to Cephas and then to the twelve, that the Lord would have in mind a continuation of what He Himself represented when He was here; so that there would be a solid foundation in the heart of Cephas and then the authority in the twelve? And we have to maintain that amongst us; a representation here of that blessed One who is now in glory. 

JS  That is just what is in mind, that what had been brought in through our Lord Jesus in the glad tidings should be continued. There were these persons who had to do with Him, and had these appearings; and the work would continue by their means. 

JM  I was going to remark that the immediate result of the Man being glorified was the gift of the Spirit, and, as you said before, what is in mind in the preaching of the glad tidings is to lead to the assembly. Therefore you would be quite justified in the glad tidings of bringing in the matter of the gift of the Spirit, do you think? 

JS  In a way, it is God’s objective in the glad tidings, that we should get the gift of the Spirit. We get certain things by faith, but then the enjoyment of them is by the gift of the Spirit. 

JM  The preacher would be quite justified in bringing in that as a part of what has been secured through the work of Christ. 

JS  Well, it is interesting that in John 4, the Lord Jesus seeks to arouse the interest of the woman by speaking of the living water, suggesting the Spirit. 

GCMcK  Appearing to five hundred brethren at once, it is almost as though moving on to assembly ground then, the thought of the brethren and the Lord appearing. 

JS  It is a very fine reference; He appeared to five hundred brethren at once. They must have been gathered together, and he says “of whom the most remain until now”; so there was the evidence of the Lord having appeared to them. They would be able to tell first hand of how the Lord came to them. 

WL  Are these things all part of the good deposit entrusted? I was thinking about that—entrusted—what has come down to us has been entrusted to us, and there is only one way to keep it, and that is by the Holy Spirit. It is not by tradition nor anything else, do you think? 

JS  I think so, this is all part of the good deposit entrusted. So the glad tidings are part of the good deposit, this kind of glad tidings; glad tidings that are not simply related to the relief of persons but glad tidings that have in mind securing of assembly material. 

WL  I wondered about that, and there is the announcing, “which I announced to you”, but then “which also ye received, in which also ye stand”. What do you say about that? 

JS  I think the announcing was Paul’s side; the receiving is on the part of those who hear, those who believe; the thing is actually received and then we stand in it. I think that is all very encouraging, so that as we are secured and brought into the benefit of the glad tidings, we should have in mind that we should stand in them. 

WL  Does that involve that matters are formed in us, it is not just head knowledge, is it? 

JS  It is away beyond head knowledge. If we seek to work out what has come to us in the glad tidings, involving the experimental side of things in Romans, that is away beyond head knowledge. It brings about some moral formation in our souls. That is why I referred to Romans in connection with this because we get the facts of the gospel here in 1 Corinthians 15. But then, for the teaching of the gospel, how it has come to us objectively, and how we work it out in the experience of our souls, you need to come to Romans for that—these great matters of the righteousness of God being established, the power of God and the love of God, justification and peace with God. These are great matters; then you come to baptism, you are to be free from the world, delivered from the flesh in you, and then you make way for the power of the Spirit in your soul. Finally it is intended to lead to the presenting of our bodies a living sacrifice. These are great matters and I believe they would enter into the outline. 

JMar  Does Paul give us an outline of sound words when he brings the Lord’s supper before us? What he received from the Lord. I feel affected by the substantiality of how he brings in the Supper. 

JS  Quite so. That is an important thing and would come into the outline; what he had received from the Lord, that was distinctive to Paul. Others had received it previously from the Lord in the days of His flesh but Paul had it from Christ in glory. 

JMar  Would it be right to say it is the highest presentation of the Supper? 

JS  Well, I do not feel qualified to say too much about the degrees of presentation but it is a very precious one. 

JMar  He adds some very affecting words, “until he come”, 1 Corinthians 11: 26. 

JS  It is part of the good deposit, it has come down to us. There has been recovery to the truth of the Lord’s supper; a few brethren gathered together in the beginning of the recovery to celebrate the Lord’s supper, and that has remained with us; we are very thankful for it, and it would enter into this great matter of the outline, and, of course, the service of God connected with it which we have been helped to see. 

JCG  Do you think that the Supper and the service of God is the outflow from persons who have absorbed the sound teaching? I was thinking of the fact that in Paul’s discourse, he discoursed first at length (Acts 20: 7), and then it is followed by the Lord’s supper. That would be some example for us, would it? 

JS  It is very interesting how they were assembled to break bread (Acts 20: 7); they did not actually break bread until after Paul’s discourse, and I think it would help us to see that we take the Lord’s supper in the light of Paul’s ministry. 

JCG  Does that bear on what you drew attention to in Acts 19 as to the teaching at Ephesus; the reasoning and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God would be at the basis of that, would it? 

JS  I thought so, in looking at the scripture in Acts 19 as to Ephesus, we see Paul’s service there. We get the mention of Corinth first, Paul had been at Corinth before then and had established features of the truth of the local assembly. Then, when he came to Ephesus there were other things brought in, though it is interesting that he raises the question immediately, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye had believed?” That comes back to our previous enquiry about the Holy Spirit. I think it would be normal, not automatic, but normal as a result of the gospel to get the gift of the Holy Spirit. I say not automatic, because it is quite clear if you follow the history in the Acts that there were times when the Spirit was given in different contexts; but if anyone does not have the Spirit, is not conscious of having the Spirit, they can ask for it. I think we have the liberty to do that. In view of what Paul had in mind as to the assembly, I think he is really raising this question to show that the reception of the Spirit is essential for our entering into the truth of the assembly. 

RG  So we have the fact given as it says, “having passed through the upper districts”. Do you think as he passed through those districts he was in communion with the Spirit, relative to all that Christ was securing for Himself in the assembly? And now when he comes here that is his main concern, that there might be persons that would be able to be built in to that wonderful edifice that was coming to light. 

JS  It is at Ephesus that he particularly develops the great truth of the assembly and what is for Christ. 

GAB  Would the relationship between the gift of the Spirit and the work of Christ set out in the glad tidings be confirmed by the type in Exodus 17, where the smitten rock produced the water? 

JS  I think it is a good thing to keep before us; the gift of the Spirit should be made known in the glad tidings—the work of Christ and the gift of the Spirit. You get confirmation in such an Old Testament scripture as you quote, and I think the reception of the Spirit is what Paul is emphasising here; that there is a consciousness of persons having the Spirit in view of what he is going to unfold here at Ephesus. 

NJH  Would the apostle in his ministry have continuity primarily in mind and the Spirit would be required for that? He says, “I have planted” (1 Corinthians 3: 6) for instance—he would have that in mind that the Spirit was essential to continue matters in Ephesus. 

JS  So, it is quite clear that the Spirit was made way for at Corinth, but we are on to a particularly spiritual line in what is in mind at Ephesus. I think that is maybe an indication to us of why so many references are made to the Spirit in the epistle to the Ephesians. It requires spiritual conditions for bringing out the truth of the assembly and an answer to it in formation. Then the truth of baptism is introduced, putting them on the ground of the death of Christ publicly. They were baptised to the name of the Lord Jesus, which is interesting because it is leading in affection towards the assembly. 

WL  I wondered if the understanding of the significance of baptism would be necessary for the Holy Spirit to be free with us. 

JS  So in the teaching in Romans, we get baptism in chapter 6, and the point in baptism is to separate us from the whole world’s system—it is to bring us into accordance with the death of Christ, so it is not only to be a formal thing, the actual act of baptism, but we should take on the teaching of it, so that we are practically separate from the world. 

DCB  What you brought before us in Corinthians referred to the Lord’s death and burial and resurrection as the basis of the glad tidings. Does this suggestion of baptism bring in these three matters of death, burial and resurrection as the basis for assembly? 

JS  So we are baptised to His death, in the likeness of His death, and even as He has been raised so we should walk in newness of life, do you think? 

DCB  Yes, it means that it is not looked at simply as having taken place in Christ Himself, but it has its application to me practically. 

JS  That is the point of it, it comes into the experimental part of Romans; so if we have been baptised, probably most in this room will have been baptised, the question arises. 

Now what was the point of that? It was that I should no longer find my life in this world where Christ has been rejected, but I should walk through this world in newness of life. There should be a different kind of life coming into expression in me. 

RT  Is that why the school of Tyrannus comes into the chapter? It says they were reasoning daily; separation took place but then they reasoned daily in the school of Tyrannus. Is that where formation comes into the soul? 

JS  It is very interesting that the great matter of separation does come in here, because it was what made way for the truth of the assembly to be developed. There was a certain help in leading up to it. Paul was free to speak about the kingdom of God, but some were hardened and disbelieved speaking evil of the way before the multitude, and then He separates the disciples and the teaching goes on in the school of Tyrannus. So, I think we can see in that how this great matter of separation is essential if we are to come rightly to the truth of the assembly. 

GBG  Twice in this section you get “the word of the Lord”; what is the point of that? 

JS  Well, I think it would have in mind the way that the Lord’s supremacy would come out, His dominance. I think it would make way for that, do you think? 

GBG  In Joshua it says, “for as captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come”, Joshua 5: 14. I wondered if that linked with “the word of the Lord”, what was in mind and in view; the Lord has in mind in Ephesus to bring out what related to His purpose, and none can stand in the way of “the word of the Lord”, is that right? 

JS  Quite so. As captain of the hosts he was taking over in view of the people coming into the inheritance; this is really what is in mind. It is not opened up in the teaching here, but the teaching must have gone on at Ephesus, and in a way it was the greatest of Paul’s handiwork. I know we have the epistle written to the Ephesians later, but this assembly at Ephesus was the acme of Paul’s handiwork. 

NJH  It says, “he left them and separated the disciples”; would that show that Paul was going to maintain sanctity of ministry? 

JS  What was in your mind? 

NJH  Well, it says “he left them and separated the disciples”; he would have his own responsibility for what he had received from the Lord, and he would want that to be kept sanctified in his soul. Is that right? 

JS  So he took this movement, he left them and separated the disciples; this movement had a separating effect, and he was reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. I think he had then liberty to go on unfolding the truth of the assembly. This took two years. 

JSp  The suggestion of the men being about twelve; do you think that may suggest the thought of them being baptised by one Spirit into one body, what is potential there to work out things in a mutual, beautiful way related to the body of Christ? 

JS  That is very important, being baptised by one Spirit into one body. So we are prepared to be submerged in view of fitting into the one body. Then another thing that follows is that we “have all been given to drink of one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12: 13), so we are satisfied with our place in the body. I learn what my place is in the body and I am satisfied with it; I am not trying to emulate someone else. 

JCG  We are therefore brought into the liberty of the Spirit in an assembly environment. I was thinking of the difference here between what was said earlier, what you brought in as to the baptism in relation to the Holy Spirit which might set us free, would you say, from worldly things and the like? But this is more religious, is it? This arose because of what took place in the synagogue, and it may be that there is a further test amongst us in relation to what is religious in our connections with other persons. We need to make sure we are clear about that if we are going to be free in the liberty of the body and the assembly. 

JS  I think it is helpful to see it is in the second epistle to Timothy that the great house is referred to. It is a matter for every one who names the name of the Lord withdrawing from iniquity, separating from systems where there is unrighteousness. Then a further step is in separating from vessels to dishonour and pursuing righteousness, faith, love, peace with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. You find your company that way. 

JCG  Very good, that is helpful. In a practical way there has been an exercise among some of the younger ones that, especially in relation to burials for example, we should be clear that we would not go to other places of religion, like a church or another place where there was a sect, because that would compromise the fellowship. This is the point of Paul separating the twelve in view of the teaching of the assembly, that we might be pure in relation to it. 

JS  So as to what you referred to as to going to burials at places of religion, well, are we going back to something that, in principle, we have left? We are not unfeeling if persons are taken, persons die, maybe relatives, we are not unfeeling about that; we may go along to their house and sympathise with them, maybe even have liberty to pray with them, and express right feelings towards them, but then we do not compromise the truth by attending burial services where we cannot have fellowship. 

RG  Luke generally, when he refers to the Spirit refers to Him as the Holy Spirit, and it is interesting that three times there is a reference to the Holy Spirit before we get separation here. Do you think it suggests that the Holy Spirit could never be free in the synagogue and so Paul separates the disciples, where there might be an area where the Holy Spirit would be free? 

JS  We have great liberty with the Spirit, but let us not forget He is the Holy Spirit. He would keep before us this great matter of holiness and what is suitable to the presence of God. 

DBR  We need to think of the word here, “Wherefore watch”, perhaps we are sometimes lacking in being alert; we need to learn to watch that the importance of these things is not lost. I was thinking that baptism in its moral teaching really leads us to the truth of fellowship, and we must recognise that there is authority in fellowship; we are under authority, we are under regulation. 

JS  We are under the Lord’s authority, He has to do with the fellowship, so it is a matter of recognising the Lord’s rights, and the Lord’s claims and the obligations of the fellowship. It is very interesting Paul had said to these elders that he had not shrunk from announcing to them the whole counsel of God, the whole scope of the truth, what he would have in his soul by the way out outline. But it comes down to this as to what may arise, or be brought in, in difficult days. 

RT  Should we appreciate then the labours of those who have gone before to clear the ground for us? Paul says, “remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not”, what labours have gone into the recovery of the truth, have there not? 

JS  Well, I think we should remember that and appreciate it too; it is part of what has been entrusted to us, what has come down through the labours of these men. Persons have sacrificed and given up their lives, so that these things should come to us. 

WL  What our brother says is most important. One has the impression that the days we are in are days when the principles of the recovery that we have been brought into, through God’s grace, are at stake. 

JS  I think it is very important therefore that we should have this outline of sound words, and that we should be helped by the Holy Spirit to keep what has been entrusted. 

DBR  We need to recognise something of the secrets of soul history that have entered into it as well; it says, “remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”. The inwards of Paul were involved in it and, as has been said, all that has come to us in the days of recovery would involve men who have been affected inwardly by the truth. It has not just been a form of empty doctrine, but persons have been with God in what has come out. 

JS  I think that is very important and Paul appreciated that in Timothy, how he took account of his tears and his genuine feelings for how the saints were getting on. Now it comes down to ourselves, what godly concern we have for the maintenance of the truth in its integrity. 

JCG  Then it is carried forward too. Paul says, “these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also”, 2 Timothy 2: 2. That was your exercise at the beginning that younger men entering into service, in the preaching of the glad tidings and ministry, should follow this way that Paul has outlined. 

JS  It does not say ‘gifted’ men exactly, it is “faithful” men; persons who value and treasure what has come to us, and are prepared to hold it in fidelity to Christ and to pass it on; not only by way of teaching but by way of example. I think that is very essential at the present time, that if we have the truth in some measure in our souls, to ensure that the example of our lives is consistent with it. 

Reading at Grangemouth
26 May 2007 
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Scripture references

2 Timothy 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus, [2] to Timotheus, [my] beloved child: grace, mercy, peace, from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, …

1 Corinthians 15:1-10 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures; [5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. [6] Then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom the most remain until now, but some also have fallen asleep. [7] Then he appeared to James; then to all the apostles; [8] and last of all, as to an abortion, he appeared to *me* also. [9] For *I* am the least of the apostles, who am not fit to be called apostle, because I have persecuted the assembly of God. [10] But by God's grace I am what I am; and his grace, which [was] towards me, has not been vain; but I have laboured more abundantly than they all, but not *I*, but the grace of God which [was] with me.

Acts 19:1-10 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. [4] And Paul said, John indeed baptised [with] the baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on him that was coming after him, that is, on Jesus. [5] And when they heard that, they were baptised to the name of the Lord Jesus. [6] And Paul having laid [his] hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. [7] And all the men were about twelve. [8] And entering into the synagogue, he spoke boldly during three months, reasoning and persuading [the things] concerning the kingdom of God. [9] But when some were hardened and disbelieved, speaking evil of the way before the multitude, he left them and separated the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. [10] And this took place for two years, so that all that inhabited Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

Acts 20:31-32 (JND) [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears. [32] And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build [you] up and give [to you] an inheritance among all the sanctified.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Luke 1:1 (JND) [1] Forasmuch as many have undertaken to draw up a relation concerning the matters fully believed among us,

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Acts 3:16 (JND) [16] And, by faith in his name, his name has made this [man] strong whom ye behold and know; and the faith which is by him has given him this complete soundness in the presence of you all.

2 Timothy 2:7 (JND) [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things.

Nehemiah 8 (JND) [1] all the people gathered together as one man to the open place that was before the water-gate; and they spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel. [2] And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation, both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. [3] And he read in it before the open place that was before the water-gate from the morning until midday, in presence of the men and the women, and those that could understand. And the ears of all the people were [attentive] to the book of the law. …

Nehemiah 8:1 (JND) [1] all the people gathered together as one man to the open place that was before the water-gate; and they spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel.

Nehemiah 8:8 (JND) [8] And they read in the law of God distinctly out of the book, and gave the sense, and caused [them] to understand the reading.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 13:1 (JND) [1] If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

Acts 17:11 (JND) [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 11:26 (JND) [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come.

Acts 20:7 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight.

Acts 20:7 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight.

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

Acts 19 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul, having passed through the upper districts, came to Ephesus, and finding certain disciples, [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come]. [3] And he said, To what then were ye baptised? And they said, To the baptism of John. …

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

1 Corinthians 3:6 (JND) [6] *I* have planted; Apollos watered; but God has given the increase.

Joshua 5:14 (JND) [14] And he said, No; for [as] captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come. Then Joshua fell upon his face to the earth, and worshipped, and said to him, What saith my lord unto his servant?

1 Corinthians 12:13 (JND) [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit.

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.



THE HOLY SPIRIT’S SERVICE AMONG THE SAINTS IN THIS DISPENSATION

J. Mitchell 

Acts 16: 6–10; Revelation 22: 17 

I have an impression about the Holy Spirit’s service amongst us in the dispensation. Those of us who are a little older will recall the time in the unfolding of the mind of God when the Spirit objectively came before us, and that led to what we now enjoy as the worship of the Spirit publicly. A question has been asked as to the part that is given to the Spirit in the service of God and the fact that the Spirit objectively did not come before the saints until very late in the dispensation. That to me is a very affecting matter and I have thought a good deal about it. It indicates the place that the Spirit has taken amongst us, and it indicates the service that the Spirit has carried out in the economy for the Father and for the Son. You might say almost regardless of what is due to Himself, bearing in mind that He is equal with the Father and with the Son. In His Person He is God, but think of the place that He has taken in this revival at the end of the dispensation, keeping Himself in obscurity until well on, and that should affect us, and cause us to be concerned that we should give Him the place that is due to Him. 

Indeed if you think of the section from which we have read in the Acts, you will see the force with which the Lord brings forward to His own, the place that the Spirit is to have in the spread of the truth. I think that is very affecting. Something else that affects me much are the relations between the Lord and the Spirit, the relations between the Father and the Spirit, and the way in which the Father and the Lord are concerned that the Spirit who, in the economy, has taken a more obscure position, should really have the place that is proper to Him, particularly at the close of the dispensation. Now one of the things that has marked Him, and I say this very carefully but I believe it is needed, and which clearly comes out in Acts 16, is that the Spirit is seen objectively first and the fact that He is in charge of the testimony. 

That is a wonderful thing! I often think about it. If you go back over the whole of the dispensation and the way that the Spirit has been very largely neglected, overlooked in the considerations of men, even if I may venture to say in the considerations of Christians, and yet He was content to go on serving the saints of the assembly in a hidden, obscure way, not drawing attention to Himself but drawing attention to Christ and to the Father. It is something that I often think about because I hear persons saying that the conditions among the saints are very low, but it is a great encouragement to know that the Spirit came in at Pentecost and He never has left. He has had an abode in the assembly ever since He came in, even through what we call the Dark Ages the Spirit was still there labouring among the people of God, among the saints, those who belong to Christ in view of maintaining the testimony and maintaining what is due to Christ. 

I go on to say, beloved, He was seeking to develop bridal features among the saints of God; His great mission in the dispensation is to provide a bride for Christ. It is grievous that some persons, even breaking bread amongst us, say that the days of the West are finished. Persons who say such things do not know what they are speaking about. It is clear from Acts 16 that, having imposed certain limitations, the Spirit of God has chosen the field in which He is operating in view of the securing of the bride for Christ, and He is still operating in that field. 

No doubt the Lord has much under His hand in His own operations and we are thankful for it, but nevertheless we need to keep in our minds what is the prime purpose of God in the dispensation, and that comes down to applying the purpose of the Spirit in this dispensation, that is the securing of the assembly for the heart of Christ. I have no doubt in saying, beloved, that He will do that right on to the end. So while there may be breakdown, and we are in the breakdown and should feel it humbly and keenly, and feel what scope Satan has against what belongs to Christ, yet there is another side, and that is what is of God is here and will continue here. It will continue at the highest level as long as the Spirit is here, and He will be here as long as the saints are here. That is something to encourage us. I think most of us have some concern about conditions amongst us, but we need to be careful as to that because we can be overwhelmed by it. So it is helpful to look at the side of the truth from the aspect of what the Spirit is doing, and He is securing what is in the mind of God, what has been in the mind of God from all eternity, an eternity that is past. The Spirit is working to secure what is in the mind of God, and not only is He working to secure it but He is successful in it. 

There is that here which is the result of His service and we need to look on one another, beloved, and see how that is working out in the days in which we are and rejoice in it. It lifts our hearts above the whole condition here which, if we dwell on that, we will get carried away and swamped with it. As you see what the Spirit of God is doing, and not only think of it mentally, you can think of it mentally, but see it in your soul and carry it in your spirit, you can be lifted up above all the sad conditions that there are. You think of Christendom and what it is, it is very sad, but alongside that the Spirit is working. It may be that He is working among a few, that is His matter. There is one thing that is always a comfort, and that is in 2 

Timothy 2 the Lord knows those that are His (2 Timothy 2: 19). It might be well to remind some of the younger ones that, as we have been taught, that is the Lord’s matter. He knows those that are His and we leave that to Him. Our responsibility is to hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies, as the Lord says in Revelation 2 and 3. That is in the midst of 2 Timothy times which are difficult. There were the seven assemblies in Asia which would cover that period; “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies”, Revelation 3: 22. The Spirit’s voice has never been silent. He has spoken since He came in at Pentecost and He has spoken right on. There may not have been many to hear what He was saying, that is another matter, but the speaking of the Spirit has never ceased. I am convinced of that. 

Another thing I am convinced about, and I have said it a number of times, that if you think of the Dark Ages and all that was in them, the Spirit never left the assembly. I would say this as a parallel in passing. I believe that there has never been a Lord’s day that the Lord has not been able to appear to someone at the Supper. I believe that is the truth and we need to carry these things and value these things. If I might venture to say, beloved, without being boastful or anything of that description, because I think the situation would keep us very humble, nevertheless we ought to be thankful for the way, in sovereignty, in which we have been brought into the great truths that have been brought to light in the revival related to the assembly. There is nothing more valuable than that in this whole scene. I say that without a shadow of a doubt and let us just keep it in mind. There is nothing more valuable and the Spirit is working at His own level. 

I often refer to Mr Stoney, and if you read his ministry you will notice that he is very concerned that the height of the truth is preserved. He says a remarkable thing, that the enemy does not seek to unchristianise anyone; when I first read that it rather stunned me. We should think he would, but then I can see that if he did, he would expose what he is at; but what the enemy seeks to do is to take what is really precious to Christ, the highest level of the truth and get us off that; that is what he is doing, beloved, at the present time. He has been doing that ever since the dispensation began, but I would say that in the last few years there has been a tremendous increase in his activities in that connection. Nevertheless the Spirit is still speaking to the assemblies, and that is our safeguard. “He that has an ear, let him hear”. 

We want to be preserved, and I am sure everyone here wants to be preserved in the truth, and the way of preservation is to have an ear to hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. 

I read that verse at the end of Revelation, “the Spirit and the bride say. Come”. I have no doubt that that is a result of what He says to the assemblies, and I would think that persons who are with Him compose the bride. They are with the Spirit, persons who have had an ear to hear what the Spirit has said, and is saying; His speaking unquestionably concerns what the assembly is for the heart of Christ. Think of that wonderful day that is contemplated in this chapter. Have you ever thought of what the feelings of the Spirit would be when the Lord has the bride for Himself? Have you ever thought what that would mean to the Holy Spirit as you think of His labours throughout the dispensation, as you think of Him achieving the end of what has been in mind, and there is that which is satisfying for the heart of Christ? Well, beloved, I think that each Lord’s day we have an opportunity; and again it is something that concerns me as we come up to the Supper. No doubt we have in mind the Lord coming in amongst us, and what impressions He may leave with us, but have you ever thought as the Lord comes in amongst us what is there in my soul that is for His pleasure, resulting from the Spirit’s operations? May the Lord help us in this, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
22 May 2007 
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Scripture references

Acts 16:6-10 (JND) [6] And having passed through Phrygia and the Galatian country, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, [7] having come down to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; [8] and having passed by Mysia they descended to Troas. [9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us. [10] And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Revelation 3:22 (JND) [22] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.
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