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FULNESS IN CHRISTIANITY

J. Spinks 

Galatians 4: 1–5; Joshua 10: 12–14; 2 Samuel 8: 1, 2 

These scriptures refer to the thought of what is full, or fulness. The first scripture refers to the “fulness of the time”, the second refers to a “full day” and the third scripture refers to a “full line to keep alive”. Fulness is a word that belongs to Christianity and involves all that God is towards His creature. It is not a word that belongs to the world, there is nothing in the world that is full but rather what is empty, what is void of good, void of satisfaction. Many of us have proved that; we have tried it and found it sadly lacking in anything that gives real and lasting satisfaction. The gospel of God comes to you where you are tonight and God would make certain proposals to you. He desires to fill your heart, to give point and purpose to your life. I put the question to you. Is your life full? Or is it empty? Have you a purpose in your life or are you just drifting along day by day? The gospel is a wonderful message of hope. It emanates from the heart of God who desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2: 4). 

I want to speak firstly of the “fulness of the time”. What a time that was, the incarnation of Christ. We referred in the reading to the incoming of sin and the effect it had on the race. The world is full of violence and corruption at every strata of society, and that was the situation when Christ came in. It says of God that it “grieved him in his heart” that He made man (Genesis 6: 6). It is the first reference to the heart of God in the Scriptures. Think of what God’s thoughts were for man, the top-stone of His creation. God created the world with man in mind; He brought the dry land into being, and then on the sixth day He created man in His image and after His likeness. Think of the terrible degradation of man, the disparity there is between God’s thoughts of humanity and what exists at the present time. Who can deny it? Who can say that man, as such, is a reflection of God? Who can say that man is walking here as God intended him to walk, in piety and uprightness. What do we find around us? What do we find in our own hearts? We find lust, pride, malice, selfishness; everything that is opposed to God. What went wrong? Sin came into the world; it was introduced by an act of disobedience. Think of the feelings of God as He takes account of the terrible effects of sin. Do you not think He feels the effects of man’s maladministration, the millions who are starving in Africa and other places when the earth has abundance? It says the earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof (Psalm 24: 1); there is sufficient to feed everyone. Do you not think God feels it when these ethnic groups are killing one another in the most brutal manner? Of course He does. He feels it. 

Persons say, Why does God not intervene? The truth of the glad tidings is that God has intervened, “when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son”. Of course, we have to bear in mind that the Lord Jesus as a divine Person came of His own volition. He could say prophetically, “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 7. One who was in the position of God, dwelling in light unapproachable and enjoying holy relationships of love, emptied Himself, and came in to take up man’s case! How wonderful! Think of One who came to this earth with the will of God in His heart. Only one Man has come into this world with the will of God in His heart, and He was the only One with the ability and power to bring it about. He was freighted with the thoughts of God, freighted with the purposes of God, but He came into the world to take up man’s case. He would love to take up your case. 

Think of those private years of the life of the Lord Jesus, God looking down with holy delight at His boyhood and then His manhood. Every day of that life, every 

moment of every day, every act and every thought were all pleasing to God. His birth was miraculous. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit; “the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God” (Luke 1: 35); everything for God’s pleasure was centred on that holy Babe. As “come of woman, come under law” He took on the title of Son of Man. What a blessed title that is! He took upon Himself all the liabilities that lay upon the race and discharged them to the glory of God. Blessed be His name, what a wonderful Saviour He is! 

He went through this world and took up every case—He never turned any away, whether they were blind or lame or dumb, He was able to meet every condition. But all that would have availed nothing unless He had gone to Calvary. He could have gone right to heaven after glorifying God on the earth, but before He was received up in glory He resolved the sin question, the great issues of sin and death. It says, “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death”, Romans 5: 12. Death is not just a natural consequence of man’s mortality, it is God’s judgment on sin. Men think that through medical advances they can halt the ageing process and eventually live for ever, but they ignore the moral question. God said of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, “in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die”, Genesis 2: 17. 

Thank God for the one man Jesus Christ; the Man of whom we delight to speak, the second Man out of heaven. Think of the blessed footsteps of Jesus, the One who came to serve, “the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many”, Mark 10: 45. In Luke 4 we see Him preaching in the synagogue in Nazareth where He was brought up, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to the poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to the blind sight, to send forth the crushed delivered, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord”, Luke 4: 18, 19. Then in verse 21 He says, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your ears”. Was there ever such a preaching 

as that? The Son of man came in as a bondman; not as a mighty deliverer in the way that God’s earthly people expected Him to deliver Israel, but He came in as a bondman to serve the whole race and to liberate, to send forth the crushed delivered. Are you crushed? Is your spirit crushed? Thank God for the One who is able to send forth the crushed delivered; the One who came in at the appointed time to redeem those under law, that we may receive sonship. 

What is sonship? It means that God can take you from the status of your sinnership and set you up in relation to Christ, a very precious thing. You must first come to God in repentance; put your faith in the precious blood of Christ and own Him as your own personal Saviour. 

Oh, come to Christ tonight, I appeal to you. The message that He preached has not changed from that day to this, and as under the sound of the gospel, everything is in your favour. God has the greatest blessings for you but you have to receive them by repentance, “repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”, Acts 20: 21. There is not one person who has accepted Christ as their Saviour who has ever regretted it. There is not one who has come but blesses the day that he yielded; persons who were in a hopeless, helpless condition, whose lives have been transformed by coming to Christ. 

I would like to refer now to the scripture in Joshua. I have been speaking about the way the Lord took up man’s liabilities, and how His death has established a righteous basis for man’s blessing. From this scripture I would like to point you to a glorified Saviour. That was the first preaching after the death and burial and resurrection of Christ, “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”, Acts 2: 36. Have you the light of that in your soul? Do you believe that there is a Man in heaven with the same feelings and compassions that He displayed when here on earth? Do you believe that He is able to do now what 

He did then? Of course He is, only the scope of His operations is far wider. When He was here, the scope of His operations was limited to a small area in Palestine, but now it extends over the whole world. The sun is like an expression of what there is in Christ, there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. I love to think of the message of the glad tidings reaching to the far corners of the world. It says here, 

“Sun, stand still upon Gibeon; 

And thou, moon, in the valley of Ajalon!” 

The literal meaning of this scripture is that it stood still till the nation avenged themselves, but this is not a time of avenging, it is a time when Christ is in heaven and He is toward you in grace. It is a time when the whole world lies provisionally in reconciliation. What does that mean? It simply means that God is not thinking of judgment when He looks upon the world, he is thinking of the Man, His blessed Son, who has brought in salvation and is crowned with glory and honour. He is the One who is ready to come into your heart, ready to come into your life. It is a wonderful thing, I wish I knew more of it. Just allow the Lord Jesus into your heart, let Him take over your life. Not only will He give you the consciousness of your sins being forgiven, but He will fill your heart with His love. It says, “And the sun remained standing in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a full day. And there was no day like that before it or after it, that Jehovah hearkened to the voice of a man”. That is the present day; there has never been a day like it, the day of grace. You may say, Well, I do not see any difference. It may be that there has been no outward change, but if God opens your eyes you will see that He is doing great things. God has come in in power in the glad tidings and He is transforming the lives of persons. The gospel is “God’s power to salvation, to every one that believes”, Romans 1: 16. Let Him into your heart and you will prove the truth and verity of what I am saying. 

“Jehovah hearkened to the voice of a man”. How precious that is. It has often been likened to the words of the Lord Jesus on the cross when He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23: 34. Think of God’s infinite pleasure in these words. The Lord was about to bear in His body the judgment of God against sin; suffering in a way that is beyond the compass of man’s mind, because He was infinitely holy. He could say, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matthew 27: 46. It has been said that the Lord was the only man who cried to God from a righteous position and was forsaken of God. He was made the sin-offering, to atone for sins and meet the righteous judgment of God. In these three hours of darkness Jesus resolved the issue of sin and sins to God’s entire satisfaction. Every sin is taken account of by God. All men from Adam onward have had their sins recorded by God. Paul says, “Blessed they whose lawlessnesses have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered”, Romans 4: 7. Oh, how blessed it is to know that our sins have been borne by Jesus. Peter says, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. Is everyone here able to say with conviction and with certainty—He bore my sins in His body on the tree? There is no day like it, but it will not go on for ever. 

Some think that if they can get conditions outwardly right the effects of sin will be eliminated, but anyone who knows their own heart knows that can never be. The only way into blessing is to come to the Saviour, accept that you are a sinner before a holy God and that the Lord Jesus has borne your sins at infinite cost. There is no day like it when you know peace in your soul for the first time; not only peace in your soul but power in your life. I want to touch on that, because God is not only offering forgiveness of sins, but He is offering the gift of the Holy Spirit. That is a divine Person come down to take up residence in those who have come to Christ, but have learned their own weakness and their inability to please God in the flesh. The Holy Spirit will come into your heart and He will shed abroad the love of God there, that comes in early in your moral history. It is a very important part of the gospel. 

There are many in this room who would testify to the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. There may be young believers here who know that their sins are forgiven, but are troubled by what they find springing up in their hearts. The answer lies in the gift of the Spirit. How full the gospel is; not only has God given His Son for us, but He gives His Spirit to us so that we can be here as those who are truly pleasing to God. 

We read in Samuel about David, another wonderful type of the Lord Jesus. It says, “David smote the Philistines, and subdued them; and David took the power of the capital out of the hand of the Philistines”. You remember how Goliath, that great enemy of God’s people, vaunted his might against the men of Israel; David smote him with a sling and a stone and cut off his head. Here we see an extension of that. Taking the power of the capital out of the hand of the Philistines means typically that God has committed everything into the hands of Christ. 

When we think of some of the men who wield power in the world at the present time, how thankful we can be that all power is in the hands of Christ. Soon He will wield it in a universal way for blessing. The whole world will come under the beneficent sway of Christ, when His power will be wielded for the blessing of men. Every element of insubjection will be removed and dealt with, and God will publicly establish His King. What a blessed thing it is to come into the power of this kingdom now, as coming to know Christ as Lord, the One whom God has made both Lord and Christ. The present character of the kingdom involves Christ on high and the presence of the Spirit here. 

Then we see how David dealt with the Moabites. He measured them with a line, making them lie down on the ground. I think that in the gospel God would make us aware that we are coming under the divine measure. David measured two lines to put to death. God is not literally putting anyone to death now. 

What does it mean? I think the two lines to put to death is a testimony to the fact that in the death of Christ God has removed the man that dishonoured Him. I want to emphasise the one full line to keep alive. Would you like to come into this great life line? One full line to keep alive, God is able to do that. I speak, of course, in a moral and spiritual sense; He will keep you alive morally, keep you in a state of contentedness. I do not suggest for a minute that we do not often fail, but as a believer in the Lord Jesus you will prove the abundance of divine resources to maintain you in life. You will be both a benefactor and a contributor in this wonderful system. It says in this passage that they brought gifts, meaning that they had something to contribute to David’s kingdom. 

You remember when David was in rejection, there were those who gathered round him in the cave of Adullam. All who were in distress, all who were in debt and of an embittered spirit collected round him, and he became a captain over them (1 Samuel 22: 2). David was a type of Christ. It is a wonderful thing now to come to our Lord Jesus Christ. You will find He is able to maintain you in life, to keep you happy and contented. He will also bring you into a circle of affection; a circle composed of lovers of Christ who know something of real life. It is far greater than anything you can have naturally. It is a life that is not terminated by death. 

These wonderful things are all in the glad tidings, all in our Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord is appealing to you, we are appealing to you and the Holy Spirit would appeal to you in your very inwards. Come into it, yield to love’s entreaty. Do not turn away the message, but come into the knowledge of Christ Jesus as Saviour and Lord and know something of the blessedness of yielding to His claims. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Glasgow
17 June 2001 

 


Scripture references

Galatians 4:1-5 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship.

Joshua 10:12-14 (JND) [12] Then spoke Joshua to Jehovah in the day when Jehovah gave up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand still upon Gibeon; And thou, moon, in the valley of Ajalon! [13] And the sun stood still, and the moon remained where it was, until the nation had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? And the sun remained standing in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a full day. [14] And there was no day like that before it or after it, that Jehovah hearkened to the voice of a man; for Jehovah fought for Israel.

2 Samuel 8:1-2 (JND) [1] And after this it came to pass that David smote the Philistines, and subdued them; and David took the power of the capital out of the hand of the Philistines. [2] And he smote the Moabites, and measured them with a line, making them lie down on the ground; and he measured two lines to put to death, and one full line to keep alive. And the Moabites became David's servants, [and] brought gifts.

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

Genesis 6:6 (JND) [6] And Jehovah repented that he had made Man on the earth, and it grieved him in his heart.

Psalms 24:1 (JND) [1] {Of David. A Psalm.} The earth is Jehovah's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Genesis 2:17 (JND) [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die.

Mark 10:45 (JND) [45] For also the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Luke 4:18-19 (JND) [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered, [19] to preach [the] acceptable year of [the] Lord.

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 2:36 (JND) [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

Romans 1:16 (JND) [16] For I am not ashamed of the glad tidings; for it is God's power to salvation, to every one that believes, both to Jew first and to Greek:

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Romans 4:7 (JND) [7] Blessed [they] whose lawlessnesses have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered:

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

1 Samuel 22:2 (JND) [2] And every one in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one of embittered spirit collected round him; and he became a captain over them; and there were with him about four hundred men.



THE DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT IS PRIESTLY

J. Wright 

Romans 5: 5; 6: 19–22; 7: 4, 22–25; 8: 1–4, 14, 15; 12: 1, 2 

I just desire, beloved brethren, to say a word on what is priestly. There has been an emphasis in this meeting on our households and I believe it is important that in every sphere of life there is with us the element of priesthood and its development; that is, that holy conditions are maintained. The maintenance of holy conditions for God is a matter of vital importance in the world in which we are. Firstly in relation to our own bodies, then in relation to our households and then in relation to the assembly. This epistle develops the features of priestliness or what is spiritual and it is not outside the reach of any believer having the Spirit. 

Every believer who has the Spirit of God is a priest. But then it is a question of whether I am priestly and whether priestly sensibilities are developed with me. One who loves and serves God is priestly. The spring of it all is love and the wonderful thing is that we can be conscious of God’s love. 

What God is toward us is brought out in this epistle. This is the teaching of the gospel for believers. We never get away from the gospel, what God is towards us, and it is the way God secures the heart of the believer. He secures it by shedding abroad by the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer the love of God. It is the conscious enjoyment of that love. Mr. Raven said that he found it a full-time job judging himself and enjoying God’s love. Our brother and sister know something of that, and I am encouraged because l believe that in them there are priestly features. They need to be maintained, and they need to be developed with each one of us. 

Romans 6 shows that the development of holiness with us is a practical matter, in the way that our members are yielded to God as instruments of righteousness and in practical righteousness the feature of holiness is developed. It cannot be apart from that. The believer sets himself in that way, light comes into his soul as to God and the members of his body that at one time were yielded to sin, are now yielded to God. So that Paul says here, “But now, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life”. What is there going to be for God? It is what the believer acquires in this sense, “ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life”. It is what God in His goodness will provide for us; the ultimate which God has for us in a sense is eternal life, that is the enjoyment of life in a sphere of things which is beyond death but which can be known and experienced now. Well these exercises in Romans 6, 7 and 8 are the development of priestly sensibilities—to begin to think for God, to be free from sin; to be free from the world to serve God. 

These exercises are intensified in Romans 7 but I was thinking of the marriage bond. Our brother and sister have entered today into the marriage bond, it is not a bond that they had together before, although they had affection for one another. I was struck in what they said, having entered the marriage bond, that they would love and support one another. Well, beloved brethren, it is a great thing to have a marriage bond with Christ Himself, the new Husband, to enter into that, to be faithful to our committal to Christ, “to be to another”. “So that, my brethren, ye also have been made dead to the law”; that is the law as a legal system. 

A priestly person does not get away from the thought of law, the spiritual side of the law. But we “have been made dead to the law”—that is the law as a legal system making its demands which we cannot meet—“by the body of the Christ”. That is, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, has gone into death that we might be free from the law and its legal demands upon us. But it says, “to be to another, who has been raised up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God”. I think that the fruit to God is seen in spiritual persons, priestly persons, who consider for God. What a Husband we have. One who loves us! He never ceases to love us. What a blessed thing it is to have this link with Christ, and to have a resource in Him! He will support us while we are on the line of committal to God, desiring to do His will and not going our own way. He has been raised up from among the dead and He will support and strengthen us with His priestly service; He will ever remain true to it. Of course, He could not support us if we go a self-willed way, if we turn aside from Him. He would not support us in that. But however weak we feel, if we are committed to Him and committed to God’s interests He will support us and strengthen us. 

So at the end of this chapter there is one who says, “I delight in the law of God according to the inward man”. There is brought about in the believer something corresponding to Christ, the One who could say, “thy law is within my heart”, Psalm 40: 8. We do not get away, beloved brethren, from the thought of law, and in our path and course here we are to be governed by it. I delight in it, “the law of God according to the inward man”. It is something which the believer delights in. Of course in this chapter he finds that he has not the strength in himself to fulfil it and that brings him to dependence on the blessed Holy Spirit. We are dependent upon Him for fulfilling righteousness. As we have been taught, the fulfilling of righteousness is ‘the filling out in integrity of every divinely appointed relationship’—our relationship with God and our relationship with one another. Our brother and sister have entered into a new relationship today as husband and wife and they will need the Spirit’s help for filling that out in integrity. The Spirit will help them as they depend upon Him and as they desire to do what is right. 

Romans 8 is a great milestone in the believer’s history when he comes practically to recognise the Spirit of God. When the Lord Jesus was here in manhood He characteristically did things in the power of the Spirit, He moved here in the power of the Spirit. That power is available to us as we depend upon the blessed Holy Spirit. I thought of the verses later in this chapter as to sonship. Our brother has referred to the inheritance. It is in the Spirit’s power that we enter into the inheritance and it is in the Spirit’s power that we enter into the consciousness of sonship. As we know sonship underlies priesthood, and the relationship of sonship is an eternal, an abiding relationship. What is priestly is needed for the present time, it is provisional, in the maintenance of conditions here for God in an unholy scene. But sonship is an eternal and abiding relationship and we enter into it in the power of the Spirit. It says, “for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”. It is a great thing to be consciously led by the Spirit of God. We know that this came about typically later in Israel’s history, when the inheritance was before them, the land was before them. I commend to our brother and sister, the wonderful heritage we have, and we can enter into it in the power of the Spirit. So God gets His portion from sons. It is not only a question of what light we have but what there is inwardly, subjectively, the Spirit of God leading us in that way—“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”. Then it says, “For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”. That is a cry of conscious enjoyment of the relationship that we have with the Father, we cry Abba, Father. Well, beloved brethren, may we be stimulated in this. 

I was just thinking of Romans 12 where Paul is appealing to the saints to present their bodies; he says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice”. The committal our brother and sister have made today is for all the while they are here, and this is a committal for all the time we are here; we commit our bodies a living sacrifice to God, it is a suitable body, it is a holy body. In Corinthians it says that you are not your own, but here it is your body. God has given it to you, and here it is a suitable vessel to be presented to God. We are to know how to keep our vessels in sanctification and honour. 

This is a suitable vessel to be offered to God “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your intelligent service”. In this way you prove what the will of God is. It came into the ceremony today as to committal to the will of God, what it is. We prove that the will of God is good and acceptable and perfect. It is a committal to God and we prove this as we commit ourselves to it. This is the way, I believe, that holy conditions are maintained personally, householdly and assembly-wise. May the Lord help us in it. 

Word at a marriage, Adelaide
23 April 1997 

 


Scripture references

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Romans 6:19-22 (JND) [19] I speak humanly on account of the weakness of your flesh. For even as ye have yielded your members in bondage to uncleanness and to lawlessness unto lawlessness, so now yield your members in bondage to righteousness unto holiness. [20] For when ye were bondmen of sin ye were free from righteousness. [21] What fruit therefore had ye *then* in the things of which ye are *now* ashamed? for the end of *them* [is] death. [22] But *now*, having got your freedom from sin, and having become bondmen to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end eternal life.

Romans 7:4-25 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. [5] For when we were in the flesh the passions of sins, which [were] by the law, wrought in our members to bring forth fruit to death; [6] but now we are clear from the law, having died in that in which we were held, so that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter. [7] What shall we say then? [is] the law sin? Far be the thought. But I had not known sin, unless by law: for I had not had conscience also of lust unless the law had said, Thou shalt not lust; [8] but sin, getting a point of attack by the commandment, wrought in me every lust; for without law sin [was] dead. [9] But *I* was alive without law once; but the commandment having come, sin revived, but *I* died. [10] And the commandment, which [was] for life, was found, [as] to me, itself [to be] unto death: [11] for sin, getting a point of attack by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew [me]. [12] So that the law indeed [is] holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. [13] Did then that which is good become death to me? Far be the thought. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death to me by that which is good; in order that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. [14] For we know that the law is spiritual: but *I* am fleshly, sold under sin. [15] For that which I do, I do not own: for not what I will, this I do; but what I hate, this I practise. …

Romans 8:1-15 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. [5] For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh; and they that are according to Spirit, the things of the Spirit. [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace. [7] Because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither indeed can it be: [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you. [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh; …

Romans 12:1-2 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Psalms 40:8 (JND) [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …



DIVINE WISDOM

G. B. Grant 

Romans 16: 27; Luke 7: 34, 35; Ephesians 3: 10 

It will be seen that each of these scriptures refers to wisdom or to what is wise. This feature was referred to in the reading on Lord’s day and made me think of it; Christ has been made to us wisdom from God, and the foolishness of God is wiser than men. The scripture in Romans refers to “the only wise God”; that means that wisdom is only with God. There is what may appear wise but in the end is folly. If there is to be what is truly wise marking us we need to be in touch with divine Persons. This expression “only wise God” is brought out in Paul’s spirit towards Him; Paul is affected by God’s wisdom. There is a doxology relating to wisdom earlier in the epistle. We see that all that God does must be marked by wisdom; we see it in creation. Proverbs 8 brings out that wisdom was there even before creation. In God’s operations in creation, wisdom was there; we see how that is true. God has not had to alter anything in His creation. Men do things, try them out and alter them, but not so with God. God has operated in wisdom in relation to men. He had purposes of love, and wisdom is involved in bringing these purposes to pass; He has set His heart upon men. 

One of the wisest of God’s creatures fell and became crafty but that did not hinder God. God had His plan before that to secure men for Himself. As we often say, the greatest expression of God’s wisdom is in the incarnation, one of the Persons of the Godhead coming into manhood. That was wisdom, so that all that can be known of God, all that God is morally, all that God is in His attributes is expressed in that Man. That is a wonderful thing, God come near to men in a Man! That Man has taken up all the liabilities that lay on men, and is expressing in Himself, as in His present position, all that God has in His mind for men. We see the wisdom of God in the incarnation. God Himself coming into manhood in the person of Christ. How great these things are! Wisdom is an attribute of God and we see how important this feature is. Proverbs deals much with wisdom. One verse says “There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against Jehovah”, Proverbs 21: 30. It is an impossibility. Men may think they are operating against God or against His people, but there is not such a thing in the end, it does not work out that way, it is exposed. We see that in the great red dragon in the Revelation; it had seven heads. That would speak of the completeness of what is called wisdom. The first beast in Revelation 13 also has seven heads. The devil, the beast and the false prophet are cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20: 10); that will be the end of all wisdom against God. What is truly wise is only derived from God. 

I read in Luke 7 because of this expression “wisdom has been justified of all her children”; so there are obviously wisdom’s children. John the baptist had been preparing the way of the Lord—he had a commission. Then “the Son of man has come eating and drinking, and ye say, Behold an eater and wine-drinker, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners”; He was not accepted, but He says, “wisdom has been justified of all her children”. So wisdom in this setting is how the grace of God came towards men; we see an example in the woman who is referred to here. God in His wisdom approached this woman in Christ and won her heart. He did not come out and terrify her; wisdom was operating. We see it in the Lord in His operations in this gospel, how He secured men for God; so “wisdom has been justified of all her children”. That means God is justified in all His operations towards men through what comes out in them. So that this woman here was devoted to the Lord, wisdom was justified in her; she was one of wisdom’s children. How she expended herself upon the Lord! Love was at the bottom of it and she is expressing her devotion. How attractive! God is operating at the present time in this way of wisdom, securing persons for Himself, securing persons for the assembly. She was not deterred by what was against her, or that she was of a lower social scale from the Pharisee, or anything like that. She was affected by the Lord Jesus and she had to get nearer to Him; that is a mark of wisdom being justified by her children. 

Later on you get the women who had substance, ministering to the Lord of their substance, persons with whom the Lord had to do. Another example of wisdom being justified of her children is seen in Mary at the Lord’s feet (Luke 10: 39). She would grow in intelligence and in wisdom as she sat at the Lord’s feet listening to His word. So it is the Lord’s intention that this feature of wisdom would be seen in the children of wisdom. Wisdom comes out in different ways. We have spoken of having to do with the Lord initially, then His coming to mean more and more to us, and devotion being a result of that and subjection to the Lord, a very, very wise thing, it is the way of soul blessing and prosperity. 

We have been hearing of Paul and his company and his fellow-travellers; that is another feature of wisdom’s children. In this day of confusion in Christendom, wisdom’s children would follow Paul and Paul’s teaching. It is the way of blessing, the way of being kept in life in the present state of things. The Lord Himself personally was marked by this feature of wisdom. The Lord as a Man here did not seek to change things publicly or change things between man and man; He left that all alone. That was wisdom in the Lord’s path. 

Then in this chapter in Ephesians, it says, “that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God”. 

What a wonderful thing that is, this vessel being formed in secret in the way of mystery at the present time, largely hidden from men. God’s wisdom is in the formation that is taking place, and that wisdom will be seen in a coming day, the assembly sharing in Christ’s headship. We are in a learning time but even in this learning time wisdom is to be “known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God”. That is another expression, it is “all-various”. So that it comes out in our gatherings together, the “all-various wisdom of God”; and these beings are to see it. It is an amazing thing! It would be as drawing from Christ that this wisdom would be available to us. The assembly is here at the present time in a scene of evil, but there is a sphere where evil is not allowed; if evil does arise it can be dealt with. These beings are looking on and seeing evil judged in contrast to evil all around that is just allowed. 

They see how God is served in the assembly and that is all part of the “all-various wisdom of God”. It is wonderful grace that we have part in this great vessel, in how it is being formed and what is seen in it and how it operates. It is the greatest vessel in the universe and God’s wisdom is seen as it functions. May we be encouraged on this line. 
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Scripture references

Romans 16:27 (JND) [27] [the] only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Luke 7:34-35 (JND) [34] The Son of man has come eating and drinking, and ye say, Behold an eater and wine-drinker, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners; [35] and wisdom has been justified of all her children.

Ephesians 3:10 (JND) [10] in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God,

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

Proverbs 21:30 (JND) [30] There is no wisdom, nor understanding, nor counsel against Jehovah.

Revelation 13 (JND) [1] And I stood upon the sand of the sea; and I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and upon its horns ten diadems, and upon its heads names of blasphemy. [2] And the beast which I saw was like to a leopardess, and its feet as of a bear, and its mouth as a lion's mouth; and the dragon gave to it his power, and his throne, and great authority; [3] and one of his heads [was] as slain to death, and his wound of death had been healed: and the whole earth wondered after the beast. …

Revelation 20:10 (JND) [10] And the devil who deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where [are] both the beast and the false prophet; and they shall be tormented day and night for the ages of ages.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 10:39 (JND) [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word.



COMPANIONS OF PAUL

A. P. Grant 

Acts 13: 13; 19: 29; 20: 4, 5; 2 Timothy 4: 11 

I was impressed with these references to Paul and those who accompanied him. In chapter 13 

it is Paul and his company, and in chapter 19, fellow-travellers of Paul, and those who accompanied him in chapter 20. It is a company in which we would want to be included. Paul was a distinctive servant of the Lord, and in this book it is remarkable how there is a clear heavenly line. There had been an earthly centre in Jerusalem, but the Lord Jesus had been received up into heaven; it says He was “taken up from you into heaven”, Acts 1: 11. In chapter 2 the Holy Spirit came out of heaven. It is clear that is the line Paul is on; Christ, the heavenly Man, and the assembly too, a suited answer to the heavenly Man. That is the burden of Paul’s ministry. I was thinking of Stephen, too, who said, “Lo, I behold the heavens opened”, Acts 7: 56. In chapter 9 it is a light out of heaven. It was a distinctive light that Paul saw, and he had a word from the Lord Himself, an appearing. He says in 1 Corinthians 15, “and last of all ... he appeared to me also” (1 Corinthians 15: 8). How humble he was as to himself, “who am not fit to be called apostle” (v.9), but what affection he had for the Lord. I think the first mark of those who would be in Paul’s company would be affection for Christ. 

In Acts 10 Peter had a vision of a certain vessel as a great sheet coming down from heaven. There is a clear line of what is heavenly in this book and it colours the whole dispensation. There is not much in Christendom at that level, because what Paul represents is not appreciated. It is an exercise with us to be maintained at the level of the distinctive character of Christianity, so that it might be shining brightly in our hearts. It means much to the Lord. Paul is thinking of securing an answer for the Lord’s heart. What was first with the Lord would be first with Paul, and is to be so with us. 

In Acts 13: 1 we read of Paul and his company, not that that would make anything of Paul himself. In the previous section his name is changed from Saul to Paul, meaning ‘little’. How little he was in his own eyes. He said he was the greatest sinner but the least of all saints. 

What a privilege it is to have a part with Paul in the testimony! But at this point we read that “John separated from them and returned to Jerusalem”. This refers to John Mark, who had been an attendant; Jerusalem was an earthly centre and he was attracted to that. He had lost for the moment the sense of the heavenly testimony and the brightness of it. The Jewish influence would have been strong with him; and earthly things can attract us. They may be different from what John Mark knew, but earthly things can still occupy us and draw us away from the distinctive light of Christianity. Mark returned to Jerusalem, but heaven was now the centre. The Lord was seeking to attract the saints away from the earthly centre to see the glory of Christ in heaven. It is remarkable in these chapters how much opposition the enemy would arouse to hinder Paul’s progress. He was taking the glad tidings westwards and was being prospered in the Spirit’s power; but on the other side in almost every place to which he went there was opposition to the glad tidings, to hinder the heavenly glad tidings especially. 

In Acts 19: 28, 29 there was violent opposition, the enemy seeking to prevent this testimony. These two men, Gaius and Aristarchus, are called “fellow-travellers of Paul”. It was not an easy pathway and this is still the case, the enemy still seeking to hinder this line of ministry. 

There was much suffering; it was not an attractive pathway to the flesh or to nature, but they were described as fellow-travellers of Paul. I was impressed by that expression. The testimony was in movement, requiring constant exercise. Paul refers elsewhere to those who sought him out diligently; it requires diligent exercise to be among Paul’s fellow-travellers. He says in chapter 20, “not knowing what things shall happen to me” (Acts 20: 22). What an exercise it would be to be with one like that, not sure what was to happen at the next step. It would keep us dependent and close to the Lord, and in exercise as to the Spirit’s movements. How sensitive Paul was to the word of the Spirit and the guidance of the Spirit. 

In Acts 20 there is a remarkable list of names given, men of value, who were with Paul. Luke himself is here; although he is the writer of this book, he keeps himself out of sight, but other names are mentioned, those of Berea, of Thessalonica, of Derbe and of Asia. The Bereans would suggest those who searched out of the scriptures for confirmation, “daily searching the scriptures if these things were so”, Acts 17: 11. What a remarkable place the Thessalonians had in Paul’s affections. The notable thing about the saints there was that they were looking for the Lord’s coming, which should burn brightly in our hearts also. It says that they “turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to await his Son from the heavens”, 1 Thessalonians 1: 9, 10. That was a very strong feature of the Thessalonians. It would be a feature that marked those who were with Paul. The scripture also speaks of Gaius and Timotheus; what a support Timothy was to Paul, one who was of genuine feeling, like-minded, a child of Paul, who was available to serve. Tychicus is referred to in Paul’s epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians as one who would encourage the saints, build up the saints, a beloved brother. These are all features that would mark those who were with Paul. It is an exercise for us in our time to be marked by these features. 

In 2 Timothy, near the end of Paul’s pathway, he speaks of Luke and Mark, both writers of gospels. It is Mark who had separated himself from Paul but had now been brought back, fully recovered. These two men have such an appreciation of Christ and are used by the Spirit to write gospels. What a service to the saints! I think it would be right to say that these gospels are coloured by the heavenly testimony as the writers had been with Paul; Mark especially as being recovered and being of value to Paul, “for he is serviceable to me for ministry”. Even although he had separated himself earlier, he is useful to Paul as recovered. 

He would be marked by the freshness of one who had been recovered in his affections for Christ, and in the appreciation of what Paul spoke of as to Christ and the assembly. I think too that Mark would have the glad tidings before him; he commences his gospel, “Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God”. What a place Christ had in his heart! We see in Luke’s gospel how persons are secured for the assembly. Being with Paul coloured everything these men did and coloured their ministry. I thought that these companions of Paul would be an encouragement for us to be maintained in this heavenly testimony, in the superiority of Christianity to all that had gone previously, as marked by Christ in heaven and the Spirit here indwelling the assembly. May we be encouraged by these thoughts. 
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Scripture references

Acts 13:13 (JND) [13] And having sailed from Paphos, Paul and his company came to Perga of Pamphylia; and John separated from them and returned to Jerusalem.

Acts 19:29 (JND) [29] And the [whole] city was filled with confusion, and they rushed with one accord to the theatre, having seized and carried off with [them] Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, fellow-travellers of Paul.

Acts 20:4-5 (JND) [4] And there accompanied him as far as Asia, Sopater [son] of Pyrrhus, a Berean; and of Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus, and Gaius and Timotheus of Derbe, and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus. [5] These going before waited for us in Troas;

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

Acts 1:11 (JND) [11] who also said, Men of Galilee, why do ye stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven.

Acts 7:56 (JND) [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15:8 (JND) [8] and last of all, as to an abortion, he appeared to *me* also.

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Acts 13:1 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.

Acts 19:28-29 (JND) [28] And having heard [this], and being filled with rage, they cried out, saying, Great [is] Artemis of the Ephesians. [29] And the [whole] city was filled with confusion, and they rushed with one accord to the theatre, having seized and carried off with [them] Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, fellow-travellers of Paul.

Acts 20:22 (JND) [22] And now, behold, bound in my spirit *I* go to Jerusalem, not knowing what things shall happen to me in it;

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 17:11 (JND) [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.



EXPERIENCES WITH PAUL

D. M. Welch 

2 Timothy 4: 8–10; Acts 20: 7–12; 2 Timothy 2: 3, 4; 1: 15–18 

I wish to say a word about experience with Paul. We heard in the reading the love of the Spirit is to be 

engaged with saving Paul. I trust each one of us would have an ear to the promptings and the appeals of the Spirit in this very great matter. There are experiences we have as being with Paul. In the first experience the present age apparently was so compelling to Demas that he forsook Paul. Being with Paul involves a moral process; much of it regarding Demas is not told to us. He had accompanied Paul, he had been in the benefit of all that came out in Paul, but the historic indictment is that he forsook Paul. How many times did Paul have his heart broken yet, by the help of the Spirit, he would not be deterred from finishing his ministry. 

Poured out as a libation, he was one broken-hearted churchman. How many times, beloved brethren, has our experience with Paul proved this? This forsaking alludes to Demas going to some place. I would just appeal to the younger brethren to stay with Paul. It seems that difficult days began (in principle) when Demas forsook Paul. It does not say anything about his recovery. He apparently was a true believer who had a taste of these heavenly things along with Paul for a time. Unlike Timothy who faced the experience of imprisonment (Hebrews 13: 23), so as to convey to us that there is liberty in restriction. Demas could not bear the restrictions. 

Then, the second experience with Paul concerns this youth, and then it names him, Eutychus. 

Dear younger brother or sister, or older one too, have we found ourselves sitting at the window-opening? Great things were proceeding in the company of Paul on this occasion. 

“There were many lights in the upper room”, something very pleasurable to God, but Eutychus was distracted. It does not say about Eutychus that he loved the present age, which would include the religious age that Demas perhaps sought his place in, without restrictions, but Eutychus was distracted to the point of sleep. In Ephesians it says, “Wake up, thou that sleepest ... and the Christ shall shine upon thee”, Ephesians 5: 14. If we are not in the gain of the love of the Spirit, and to make what He is doing our experience as attached to the Lord Jesus 

in testimony, we may become like any other person who is asleep. Another has said that one asleep is not much different from a dead person; you cannot tell the difference until you get very close to them, to discern that one of them is breathing. We have to confess that we have had such experience, and even though it is overpowering at times, all is not lost. In this experience with Paul we see a shepherdly movement, he descends. He is the kind of man who can descend, he is the kind of man who has this youth in his affections, and his whole intention is to help this youth. And so this young man is recovered. What a wonderful thing that is, recovery; he is recovered to the company and no doubt resumes his place in committal to the Lord Jesus. He has captured his heart through the actions of one who had enfolded him in his arms. In committing himself to the Lord Jesus after recovery he is set for the Supper. 

The third experience with Paul involves the example of a good soldier, Onesiphorus. Paul exhorts Timothy to be “a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, following without deviation to the right or to the left, following and enduring. It is in the path of that order of manhood, Jesus Christ. Onesiphorus is an example of a good soldier before Timothy was told to be a good soldier. His desire was great. At all cost to himself, he wanted to be with Paul, to be in the gain of all that God had brought out in Paul. He wanted to refresh Paul; and he did refresh Paul while remaining constant as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. He accepted the principle of sacrifice set forth by the Lord Jesus Himself. When the Lord took three disciples with Him to within a stone’s throw at the Mount of Olives, He prayed, then He prayed more intently, and He told the three to pray that they enter not into temptation. Prayer is necessary, beloved, if we are going to remain with Paul and to save Paul. So Onesiphorus fills out this wonderful feature set out in the Lord Jesus; he is ready for sacrifice, and what a sacrifice it was to refresh Paul. Do you think of those beloved brethren who have gone before us? Truth in the 

inward parts characterised Onesiphorus, and his whole intent was to see the truth go through in relation to Paul by supporting and refreshing him. So his household is noted here, as if to say that it was preserved. In a positive way, beloved, how is the testimony to be carried on? It is to be carried on in our households. There are many mothers and fathers in the room, grandfathers and grandmothers too. If the Lord leaves us here it may depend upon your own commitment to Paul as to your children. They will have to do with the Lord themselves; the children know what is real and what is not real. Things were real to Onesiphorus and his household knew his reality. What a matter it is, beloved, as we speak of the love of the Spirit and of saving Paul, that we have to be prepared for our experiences with Paul. 

I trust that we will take something from these three experiences. Let us heed the warning in regard to Demas, requiring that we pray more intently, so we may not be carried away by the present religious age, seeking something perhaps a little more broad in character. Demas may have had gift; but to use gift as approved by the Lord, we have to be prepared for the restrictive pathway. The Lord Jesus’ pathway was narrowed, becoming more restricted as He drew close to the cross. It will be so in the testimony. The Spirit of God and His love is really dependent on persons who remain available, persons who are willing to go down, to help the youth who may have fallen asleep because of the window-opening. It was the world outside that window. The love of the Spirit contemplates persons who have a love of the truth, truth in their inward parts, who know what it is to dwell in Ephesus, who are willing to seek out Paul, and to see that the Pauline level is perpetuated because the Lord Jesus loves the testimony. The testimony at the highest level has been committed to us, beloved brethren. 

May God bless the word. 
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Scripture references

2 Timothy 4:8-10 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing. [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.

Acts 20:7-12 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled. [9] And a certain youth, by name Eutychus, sitting at the window-opening, overpowered by deep sleep, while Paul discoursed very much at length, having been overpowered by the sleep, fell from the third story down to the bottom, and was taken up dead. [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

2 Timothy 2:3-4 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier.

2 Timothy 1:15-18 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me. [16] The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; [17] but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found [me] [18] the Lord grant to him to find mercy from [the] Lord in that day and how much service he rendered in Ephesus *thou* knowest best.

Hebrews 13:23 (JND) [23] Know that our brother Timotheus is set at liberty; with whom, if he should come soon, I will see you.

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.


OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		FULNESS IN CHRISTIANITY


		THE DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT IS PRIESTLY


		DIVINE WISDOM


		COMPANIONS OF PAUL


		EXPERIENCES WITH PAUL







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
NOTES OF MINISTRY

No. 358 September 2002

EULNESS IN:CHRISTIANITY ..vsvvsssssssinssnnsmssvavsssvissassiesd 2
THE DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT IS PRIESTLY .........c.c....... 11
DIVINE WISDOM

COMPANIONS OF PAUL

EXPERIENCES WITH PAUL .....c.coiiiiiicciccccce 24





