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THE DEVELOPMENT OF WHAT IS PRINCELY


Genesis 32:24-31;  Numbers 21:14-18 to “staves”;

1 Peter 2:9,10;  2 Samuel 1:17-27

In feeding upon the person of Christ together as we have done this weekend, it is meant to make a moral change in my life and in yours, and in our walk.  With that in view, I would like to speak from these scriptures about what is princely.  A prince of God is someone who has power with God and with men, and, in whatever circumstance, is an influence for good.

I read this scripture in Genesis 32 because Jacob gets his name changed to Israel.  Mr Darby’s footnote tells us that Israel means wrestler, or prince of God.  It is clear, dear brethren, from this experience of Jacob’s that something spiritual was born in him which had not been there before, and from this point on, the Jacob character recedes and the Israel character emerges.  This experience of Jacob has sometimes been linked with what Paul speaks of in Romans 7.  Those chapters in Romans are vital because in them, we learn to analyse ourselves and to recognise what is of the flesh and what is of the Spirit.  If you do not recognise that in yourself, you will not recognise it in others.  There is a struggle which Paul describes in Romans 7.  I wonder whether you have had an experience like that.  The experience of wanting to do what is right and having no power to do it is a Christian experience.  If there was no work of God in you, you would not have that struggle, but Paul helps us to see that the power to overcome the flesh is in the Spirit.  I am convinced from my own experience, beloved brethren, that the secret of spiritual progress individually is in the room we give to the Holy Spirit.  That is the key to the development of what is priestly according to God.  “Who shall deliver me out of this body of death?” (Rom.7:24); what depths of despair the language conveys to us, but then Paul says “I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”.  That is, you look away from yourself and look to Another, the Deliverer, the Lord Jesus Christ.  “I myself with the mind serve God’s law.”  The “I myself” is the personality that is developed on the line of God’s purpose, on the line of Israel

In this scripture in Genesis 32, Jacob remained alone and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn.  I wonder whether we have all had experiences at close quarters with God.  This was a landmark in Jacob’s history, something he could refer back to, a point of reference.  Beloved brethren, the Lord passes us through deep exercises, night exercises.  There is nothing haphazard with God; what He has in view is a positive end.  We have the expression here, “Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn”.  It is interesting that in Genesis 1, after each day of the creation, it does not say that there was morning and there was evening, but “there was evening, and there was morning”, Gen.1:5.  Whatever you or I pass through in the way of exercise under God’s hand, it has in view a positive result, and the present time is no exception.  So “when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him.”  That is, there was a mark left upon Jacob through this experience.  He had a limp, and every time Jacob would walk, there would be a witness that he had had to do with God.  He was weakened as far as this world was concerned, but the experience of it helped him to be ready to enter into another world, of which, for us, Christ is the centre.  Jacob wanted the blessing.  That is seen in this chapter; “And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me.  And he said to him, What is thy name?  And he said, Jacob.  And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed”.  There was something born in Jacob’s soul that was not there before.  Then Jacob asked for God’s name.  He was not given it there, but he was given God’s name in chapter 35, when he arrived at Bethel, the house of God.  The place where God dwells, where He makes Himself known, was a suitable place in which to reveal His name to Jacob – “Almighty God”, Gen.35:11.  Dear brethren, that conveys to me One with whom there is no possibility of defeat.  God had begun a work in Jacob and He was not going to let him go, He was going to complete that work.  Jacob was intelligent in relation to this experience with God, for he “called the name of the place Peniel – For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved”.

Have you had some kind of experience like that?  Can you look back and say ‘My life was preserved through that experience with God’?  It was Job who said “I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee”, Job 42:5.  It is like Jacob here, seeing God face to face and his life was preserved.  He passed over Peniel and the sun rose upon him.  You might say that the sun rose upon everyone, that the sun shines upon the righteous and the unrighteous.  But at this point, Jacob was the object of God’s favour; he was under God’s eye.  The sun rose upon him, but he limped upon his hip; that was the mark that he had had to do with God.  Jacob had many sorrowful experiences after this event; he had his ups and downs.  He spent twenty years in Padan-Aram and God allowed him to become very wealthy.  It does not seem that God counted for very much in Jacob’s life during those years, but God never lost sight of him, and He does not lose sight of you either.

Then Jacob had a son – Joseph.  Jacob gave him a coat of many colours, for he had a special place in his father’s affections.  One day, his other sons came with the coat of many colours, covered in blood, and showed it to him (Gen.37:32).  It must have broken his heart.  But Jacob’s days went on and brightened.  What about our days?  By the end of the book, Jacob was morally a great man; he was a prince of God.  He went out as a worshipper, he went out as a blesser; these are marks of a prince of God.  He said, “Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob, And listen to Israel your father”, Gen.49:2.  There was a blessing for every one of his sons.  What a rich knowledge of God Jacob had; he spoke about the God who shepherded him all his life long (Gen.48:15).  He was a prince of God.

I read in Numbers 21 principally because of verse 18, “Well which princes digged, which the nobles of the people    hollowed out at the word of the lawgiver, with their staves”.  Reference has been made, dear brethren, to temple light that comes in conversational meetings; much truth has been recovered on such occasions.  It was the princes who dug and the nobles of the people who hollowed out these wells at the word of the lawgiver.  That is Christ.  Under the influence of Christ typically, the living Head of the assembly, there was exercise and experience which marked these princes; the staves speak to us of experience.  There were many readings with Mr Taylor Sr where you can see how the principle of this was worked out.  I think we have known something of it as we have been together this weekend.  The well, speaking to us of the water which is a type of the Holy Spirit, is different to the river.  The river speaks of a resource, and it has an influence.  When you have a river going through desert land, irrigation is possible as a result of the river flowing there.  But a well needs exercise, it needs digging.  These nobles and princes dug, typically under the word of Christ, until they got to the water.  It is the fresh and living character of what comes through the Holy Spirit.

I have gleaned from ministry that when the matter of the worship of the Holy Spirit came before the brethren, this chapter was drawn upon in an extensive way, especially this reference which we had in the reading, “Rise up well! sing unto it”.  The mark of a prince, I think, is that there is liberty in a living way in his response to God.  There was an abundance of water available in this chapter, and another thing that emerges here is that the people began to journey.  They had wandered for forty years in the wilderness, but now they began to journey.  What was the secret of that?  I think that the Spirit was in type beginning to have His place with them so that there was a definite object in view.  In Genesis 32, the Spirit typically had a place in an individual way with Jacob; there was something born of the Spirit in him.  I would say that our progress collectively also depends on the place we give the Holy Spirit, by way of what is fresh and living.

I read in Peter because of the reference to the kingly priesthood.  The holy priesthood is towards God, “to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (v.5).  As princely development takes place in us, it enriches the service of God.  But the kingly priesthood is towards men, so it bears on our testimony.  We have been taught that we are here for two reasons, dear brethren; for the service of God and for the testimony.  We get them both in this chapter.  It is a realm of which Christ is the centre.  There is another thing that I want to point out in this chapter, and it is that Peter records that this living Stone, to whom we are to come, was cast out as worthless by men.  That means that you cannot enter into the service of God, or the testimony, while you are tainted by things of the world.  It is a world that cast Jesus out as worthless.  Judas’s evaluation was thirty pieces of silver; the world’s evaluation was that He was worthless.  That is my Saviour.  I trust that, as a result of the time together this weekend, our testimony will become more heavenly and brighter; “ye are a chosen race, a kingly priesthood”.  Gideon was asked what certain persons were like, and he replied, “each one resembled the sons of a king … They were my brethren”, Judg.8:18.  I am challenged as to what my testimony is.  Does it have a heavenly character about it, or is there that about it which has the mark of the world?  We are to be “a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light”.

Do you remember the time when you received the call in the gospel?  Who was it that called you?  It was the Lord Jesus.  He called you not only in view of your being saved from the present evil world, but also to have your part in this kingly priesthood.  As the Spirit is free in you, He will develop in you features that are like Christ, “the excellencies of him who has called you”.  Saul of Tarsus witnessed the martyrdom of Stephen; he saw that his face was the face of an angel.  It was heavenly, and no doubt that affected Paul.  When he was persecuting those who were of the way, and dragging them off to prison, what did he see?  I believe he saw in them “the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; who once were not a people, but now God’s people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy”.  Beloved brethren, let us never lose the sense that we are here today on the basis of being vessels of mercy.  It is not what we deserved, but God has moved from His own side, and we have found mercy.  We show that we appreciate mercy by enjoying it, which is the indication in the footnote.

I trust that one result of our time together is that the service of God will be enriched and the testimony will be brighter.  We need not be apologetic about our testimony in a broken day.  We need not be apologetic about standing by what has come to us through the ministry of Paul, which is largely given up in the day in which we are.  The truth of Christ and the assembly, as we have part in it rightly, and as these princely features as seen in us, will enhance the testimony.

I have been thinking about the moral glories of the Lord Jesus.  When He was before Pontius Pilate and He was falsely accused, He answered not so much as one word.  Even a man like Pilate could utter those words, “Behold the man!” John 19:5.  I do not suppose that Pilate thought that, down through the ages, those three words would be taken in admiration upon the lips of those who love Jesus.  “Behold the man!”  Peter had the experience of warming himself by the fire and three times he denied the Lord, but we get the fruit of Peter’s experiences in his epistle.  While he was warming himself, he had witnessed a Man who “when reviled, reviled not again … but gave himself over into the hands of him who judges righteously” 1 Pet.2:23.  That was the Prince.  Think of the One who came down, the bread of life that came from heaven; One who humbled Himself.  That is the order of manhood that is pleasing to God, and as feeding upon that order of manhood, it is intended that those features should be developed in us.  Paul wrote, “let this mind be in you”, Phil.2:5.  He speaks beautifully about the Lord Jesus in Philippians 2, but then he says in effect, It is not just to be a picture on the wall.  There is something to be worked out in you and me; “let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”.  That is princely.

It was not my intention to go into the detail of the song in 2 Samuel, but I would like to point out that the language of the song of the bow is princely; it is morally beautiful.  Such was the importance of this song in David’s mind that “he bade them teach the children of Judah the song of the bow.”  That is, it was not to be forgotten; it was put on the statute book.  What the language of this chapter brings out, beloved brethren, is that David remembered the brightest days of Saul and Jonathan.  If anybody turns aside, it is a sorrowful thing, but we are to remember their brightest days.  God has remembered your brightest day; “I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth”, Jer.2:2.  Jacob’s days went on and brightened, but alas, some have fallen away.   What a sorrow!  How do I feel about that?  How do you feel?  Do you remember their brightest days?  I often think about what a treasury our hymn book is.  In the treasuries that were brought to the house of God, there were contributions by men like Joab.  Even if a hymn’s author has sorrowfully turned aside, the hymn remains as a monument to their brightest day.

  David thought of that.  What language he used here, “Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their lives”.  You might think, ‘David, how could you say that?’  They  had hunted him like a partridge (1 Sam.26.20), but there were two occasions when David had it in his hand to put Saul to death, and yet he had respect for God’s anointed.  So when news came to him that Saul and Jonathan had fallen on the mountains of Gilboa, he did not rejoice in it, and say, ‘I am going to be king now’.  I think that in David’s history, you see the work of God shine out most in adversity.  I believe that these experiences, and the composition of this song of the bow, fitted him for kingship.  Think of how he spoke of Jonathan: “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant wast thou unto me; Thy love to me was wonderful, passing women’s love”.  Masculine love is individual, as we see in Jonathan here.  Feminine love, as far as I see in the Scripture, relates to what is collective; assembly love for Christ.  Now, dear young brother and sister, you may come across persons who have manifest love for Christ.  Jonathan’s love for David was unquestionable, but he never left the house of Saul.  He never took that step, to “go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”, Heb.13:13.  David was in reproach, but Jonathan never publicly identified himself with it.  You might come across Christians who undoubtedly have love for Christ, like Jonathan did for David, but never identify themselves with Him in His rejection.  I read this song of the bow because it is lovely, princely language, morally beautiful and pleasing to God.

I would just close with a reference to a letter written by Mr Taylor Sr.  He advised that if you are personally under attack, be as a deaf man that hears not and one in whose mouth there is no reproof, for that is the lead that the Lord gives us1.  I would suggest that that was the language of a prince.  Let us think about it.  I believe that the service of God will be enriched as a result of this time together, and the testimony will be brighter, and I might add, dear brethren, that there will be a quicker resolving of exercises among us to God’s glory.  May He bless the word.

Address at Grangemouth

D. Wright

9 August 2014


Scripture references

Genesis 32:24-31 (JND) [24] And Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn. [25] And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob's thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him. [26] And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. [27] And he said to him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. [28] And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed. [29] And Jacob asked and said, Tell [me], I pray thee, thy name. And he said, How is it that thou askest after my name? And he blessed him there. [30] And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved. [31] And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him; and he limped upon his hip.

Numbers 21:14-18 (JND) [14] Therefore it is said in the book of the wars of Jehovah, Vaheb in Suphah, and the brooks of Arnon; [15] And the stream of the brooks which turneth to the dwelling of Ar, And inclineth toward the border of Moab. [16] And from thence to Beer: that is the well of which Jehovah spoke to Moses, Assemble the people, and I will give them water. [17] Then Israel sang this song, Rise up, well! sing unto it: [18] Well which princes digged, which the nobles of the people hollowed out at [the word of] the lawgiver, with their staves. And from the wilderness [they went] to Mattanah;

1 Peter 2:9-10 (JND) [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; [10] who once [were] not a people, but now God's people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy.

1 Peter 2:9-10 (JND) [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; [10] who once [were] not a people, but now God's people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy.

2 Samuel 1:17-27 (JND) [17] And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over Jonathan his son; [18] and he bade them teach the children of Judah [the song of] the bow. Behold, it is written in the book of Jasher: [19] The beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places: how are the mighty fallen! [20] Tell [it] not in Gath, carry not the tidings in the streets of Ashkelon; Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. [21] Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew, no rain upon you, nor fields of heave-offerings! For there the shield of the mighty was vilely cast away, The shield of Saul, [as] not anointed with oil. [22] From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty, The bow of Jonathan turned not back, And the sword of Saul returned not empty. [23] Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their lives, Even in their death were not divided; They were swifter than eagles, they were stronger than lions. [24] Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who clothed you in scarlet with splendour, Who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel. [25] How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle! Jonathan is slain upon thy high places. [26] I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: very pleasant wast thou unto me; Thy love to me was wonderful, passing women's love. [27] How are the mighty fallen, and the instruments of war perished!

Genesis 32 (JND) [1] And Jacob went on his way; and the angels of God met him. [2] And when Jacob saw them he said, This is the camp of God. And he called the name of that place Mahanaim. [3] And Jacob sent messengers before his face to Esau his brother, into the land of Seir, the fields of Edom. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:24 (JND) [24] O wretched man that I [am]! who shall deliver me out of this body of death?

Genesis 32 (JND) [1] And Jacob went on his way; and the angels of God met him. [2] And when Jacob saw them he said, This is the camp of God. And he called the name of that place Mahanaim. [3] And Jacob sent messengers before his face to Esau his brother, into the land of Seir, the fields of Edom. …

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1:5 (JND) [5] And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening, and there was morning the first day.

Genesis 35:11 (JND) [11] And God said to him, I am the Almighty God: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee; and kings shall come out of thy loins.

Job 42:5 (JND) [5] I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee:

Genesis 37:32 (JND) [32] and they sent the vest of many colours and had it carried to their father, and said, This have we found: discern now whether it is thy son's vest or not.

Genesis 49:2 (JND) [2] Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob, And listen to Israel your father.

Genesis 48:15 (JND) [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day,

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Genesis 32 (JND) [1] And Jacob went on his way; and the angels of God met him. [2] And when Jacob saw them he said, This is the camp of God. And he called the name of that place Mahanaim. [3] And Jacob sent messengers before his face to Esau his brother, into the land of Seir, the fields of Edom. …

Judges 8:18 (JND) [18] Then said he to Zebah and Zalmunna, What sort of men were they that ye slew at Tabor? And they answered, As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king.

John 19:5 (JND) [5] (Jesus therefore went forth without, wearing the crown of thorn, and the purple robe.) And he says to them, Behold the man!

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

Philippians 2:5 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus;

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Jeremiah 2:2 (JND) [2] Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith Jehovah: I remember for thee the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in the wilderness, in a land not sown.

1 Samuel 26:20 (JND) [20] And now, let not my blood fall to the earth far from the face of Jehovah; for the king of Israel is come out to seek a single flea, as when they hunt a partridge on the mountains.

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:



EXTRACT


There was a time with most of us when we had no sense at all of the Spirit as dwelling, and when the truth was brought to us that the Spirit was here in the absence of Christ, it affected our pathway greatly.  We began to see that the sects and systems around would not do at all.  The Spirit was shut out by human arrangements.  Nothing has affected me more than the fact that my body is the temple of the Spirit of God.  We have been accustomed to regard the Spirit rather as an influence under which a man could do remarkable acts, as we see in men in Old Testament times.  The consequences of an indwelling Spirit are momentous.  It involves the complete displacement of the flesh in the believer.  "They that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts", Gal.5:24 (AV).  The contrast between Christ and the Spirit is this, that Christ did all the work for us, the Spirit does all in us.

F.E. Raven Vol.19 p.430


Scripture references

Galatians 5:24 (JND) [24] But they that [are] of the Christ have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lusts.



PURSUING PEACE AND HOLINESS


Hebrews 12: 14,15;  1 Sam.25:13,18-24

This exhortation in Hebrews to pursue peace and holiness, and to watch lest there be anyone who lacks the grace of God, is very important for us, brethren, because if we do not, it says, “lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and many be defiled by it”.  We do not want any root of bitterness, because it spreads.  The Scriptures are full of people who were bitter.  It is very sad that anything like that should come in among believers.  This root of bitterness is what we find in the world.  You get hatred and persons jumping one over another to get an advantage.  It is prevalent, it is a tool of the enemy and it is sin.  The first example in the Scriptures is Cain.  He did not like God looking on Abel’s offering and not on his.  A root of bitterness crept in and it led to murder.  We get many other examples.  In David’s history, when he was in rejection, Shimei decried David and was bitter against him; he even went to the length of cursing David.  But I do not want to go into all these examples.

What we should see is that there is a positive way of preventing it.  “Pursue peace with all, and holiness”.  Now pursuing peace is a very important matter.  Peace is the principle on which the reign of Christ will operate.  I know that it will be grace reigning through righteousness, everything will be on the basis of what is right, based on God’s righteousness.  That is what will pervade the whole world then, but the principles that will pervade the world to come publicly are seen in testimony among the saints of the assembly at the present time.  It is very important therefore that we pursue peace.  It involves that reconciliation has been established, not just reconciliation Godward, but reconciliation manward, meaning that unity is the result.  If there is peace, it means there is unity.  The Lord came into the company in John 20 on resurrection ground and found that the eleven disciples were together as one.  He came in there and said “Peace be unto you”, Luke 24:36.  There was recognition that they had been reconciled to God through the death of His Son, through the death of Jesus, and that peace was established.  It brought in a unity that could never be broken so far as God was concerned.

But then we also need holiness.  That is in contrast to the brashness and ungodliness, the lack of piety which is in the world, and amongst many who profess Christianity but do not practise it.  What has been set out so perfectly in Christ, beloved brethren, leads us to rely on the Holy Spirit and the power that He gives us to have holiness in our lives, piety in our lives, so that there might be approach to God which will keep us morally sound.  I think the lack of peace and holiness among us is due to the lack of a firm moral basis in persons’ souls.  We need to make sure that we have a firm moral basis in our souls.  So we have these words, “Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord: watching lest there be any one who lacks the grace of God”.  What a supply of grace there is, and it meets every exigency that comes in.  It is seen perfectly in Christ; not only was there seen in Him the favour of God in grace, but there was the maintenance of truth.  Grace and truth are a perfect blend, subsisting in Christ.

So we need to feed more on these features of Christ.  It is very important that we look at what Christ was to God, and what He is now to God.  What He was when He was here, the kind of manhood that He exhibited – that was the manna. But now we find food in relation to where He is now, and that is what we feed on (John 6:57).  The grace of God helps us in feeding on Christ, lest there be any root of bitterness springing up.  Why would I want to be bitter against my brother, my sister?  Why would I?  He or she has believed in Christ just as I have.  Christ has suffered for him and her just as He has suffered for me.  Beloved brethren, in places where difficulties exist because of some root of bitterness that has maybe lasted for a long time, the principles that are set out here by Paul will preserve and keep us.  They are pursuing peace and holiness, and watching lest there be anyone who lacks the grace of God.  These are the positive matters that will preserve us.

I have read about David.  We find from the Psalms that David was in a close relationship with God, and yet, like all of us, from time to time he failed.  From time to time we fail, at least I do.  Sadly, David was set on warfare; Nabal had slighted him, but instead of asking God what he should do, David took it on himself.  There was bitterness in his soul; he said “Surely, in vain have I kept all that this man had in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed … So and more also do God to the enemies of David, if I leave of all that is his by the morning light any male”.  He brings God’s name into what he said, but it was only profession; what a murderous spirit he had.  Abigail was the answer to that; she generated peace, she generated the grace of God.  Although it was not the dispensation of grace, the type is seen here.  Abigail provided the features of Christ.  More than that, she bowed down to David.  That was a very good thing to do.  Why did she bow down?  She had never done anything wrong, but she took the low ground.  It is very interesting that she sent her young men before her, and she was riding on the ass coming down in the covert of the hill.  David and his men came down opposite her, and they met in the valley.  That is a good place to meet, because we find that in the valley, God is superior there as He is in the mountains.  He is the God of valleys as well as the God of the mountains.  The prophet says that (1 Kings 20:28), and the valley suggests that we meet at Gilgal.  That is a place where we need to judge ourselves; we do not judge somebody else.  David was out for warfare and to judge somebody else, but Abigail was going down into the valley in self-judgment and she bows down.  She “fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and fell at his feet, and said, Upon me…”.  How like Judah that was in Joseph’s time.  So here Abigail was displaying the spirit of Christ.  It is in principle the supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ and that is what is needed, beloved brethren.  Let us maintain it.

Now we will never have the supply of the spirit of Jesus Christ unless we feed on Jesus Christ, unless we have the supply of this peace and grace that the scripture speaks of in Hebrews.  It will preserve us from this spirit of bitterness.  We find that assembly problems in the past sometimes arose from bitterness and bad feeling between one and another, and it spread.  How sad it is if a root of bitterness springs up and many be defiled by it.  So let us maintain the positive principles and feed on Christ, so that no bitterness springs up.

May we be helped in it for His name’s sake.

Word at a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

22 July 2014

J.C. Gray


Scripture references

Hebrews 12:14-15 (JND) [14] Pursue peace with all, and holiness, without which no one shall see the Lord: [15] watching lest [there be] any one who lacks the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble [you], and many be defiled by it;

1 Samuel 25:13-24 (JND) [13] And David said to his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on every man his sword; and David also girded on his sword; and there went up after David about four hundred men; and two hundred abode by the baggage. [14] And one of [Nabal's] young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying, Behold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness to bless our master; and he has insulted them. [15] And the men were very good to us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we anything, as long as we companied with them, when we were in the fields. [16] They were a wall to us both by night and day, all the while we were with them feeding the sheep. [17] And now know and consider what thou wilt do, for evil is determined against our master, and against all his household; and he is such a son of Belial, that one cannot speak to him. [18] And Abigail made haste, and took two hundred loaves, and two skin-bottles of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched [corn], and a hundred raisin-cakes, and two hundred fig-cakes, and laid them on asses. [19] And she said to her young men, Go on before me; behold, I come after you. But she did not tell her husband Nabal. [20] And as she was riding on the ass, and coming down by the covert of the hill, behold, David and his men came down opposite to her; and she met them. [21] Now David had said, Surely, in vain have I kept all that this [man] had in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that was his; and he has requited me evil for good. [22] So and more also do God to the enemies of David, if I leave of all that is his by the morning light any male. [23] And when Abigail saw David, she hasted and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, [24] and fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, [upon] me let the iniquity be; but let thy handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine ears, and hear the words of thy handmaid.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 24:36 (JND) [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you.

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

1 Kings 20:28 (JND) [28] And the man of God drew near, and spoke to the king of Israel and said, Thus saith Jehovah: Because the Syrians have said, Jehovah is a god of the mountains, but he is not a god of the valleys, I will give all this great multitude into thy hand, and ye shall know that I am Jehovah.



THE CORDS OF LOVE


Hosea 11:4;  Exodus 26:15-19, 26-30;

1 Corinthians 12:12-18

In the preaching on Lord’s day, we started with a hymn which spoke about sinners being bound in chains of bondage (Hymn 133), and we finished with a hymn that speaks about being drawn by

‘… the cords of love,

And thus He bound me to Him’  (Hymn 187)

Our brother spoke of the fact that the gospel releases souls who are bound by Satan, bound in chains of bondage.  That is a real thing, and I have been struck as we have looked at Revelation by the reality of the chains of Satan and the grip that they can have.  We see these chains being used now to bind men.  Our brother spoke appealingly as to the effect of the gospel, and the fact that it would release us from those chains of bondage, release souls into liberty and into freedom.  I thought of the occasion in the Philippian jail where Paul and Silas were listened to by the prisoners, and the earthquake came and it says “and the bonds of all loosed”, Acts 16:26.

So this scripture in Hosea came to me because as we are released from the bonds of Satan, we are to be bound to Christ.  That is the individual effect of coming under the sound of the gospel and accepting Him.  It is not that we are liberated to become free spirits; that is not what the Lord has in mind.  He does not have in mind that we are released to go and do our own thing.  That is what man hankers after, and look where that gets him.  It is important that we prove what this scripture speaks of, “I drew them with bands of a man”.  That is what Christ would love to do; He would love to draw a soul.  This scripture brings out God’s feelings for Israel and His desire to draw His people to Him.  Think of God’s feelings for Israel; He “drew them with bands of a man”.  Who is that Man?  That Man is Christ.

If it applies to Israel, beloved brethren, then it applies to us in our day to prove what it is to be drawn “with bands of a man”.  There is something gentle about this.  Satan’s chains of bondage are not gentle; they are hard, there is pressure associated with those chains.  You see the effect of being in bondage to Satan on the man who lived in the tombs; it was a hard thing, but “cords of love” are strong though gentle.  That is how the Lord would work; He would not lay on a believer, on one who had just come into the good of the gospel, a massive burden that cannot be borne.  Instead it is “with bands of a man, with cords of love”.  I trust we have all proved it, and come under the influence of these bands and these cords.  It is what will preserve us and keep us from the drawing power of the enemy.  If we yield to the “bands of a man, with cords of love”, it will keep us from the drawing power of everything that is around us.  It suggests to me there is some flexibility in those bands.  They are strong, but there is some give in them; I think the Lord would bear with us as He would work with us.  Think of how He went with those two on the road to Emmaϋs; it said “and he made as though he would go farther”, Luke 24:28.  The Lord was showing grace to two who were under such pressure.  He showed them grace, He showed them love and the end result is that they were recovered.  The end result is that they came into the good of what it is to be drawn by the bands of a man.  So we prove that individually. 

In this passage in Exodus, it seems to me, beloved brethren, that if we are drawn to Christ and if we are bound to Him, then what comes about is that we are bound together.  These boards for the tabernacle are very interesting and they make a fascinating study.  The boards are the saints; each one of us can take our place as a board of the tabernacle and it is interesting that the scripture says that the boards should be standing; standing there in relation to everything that is for God.  As you take your place as a board, there is responsibility attached to it. We have a responsibility to take our place, but we do not stand in our own strength, we do not stand in anything that we have done in our own ability or anything that we may have done in our own experience or even in our own power.  These boards stood on bases of silver; we stand on the worthiness of the redemptive work of Christ.  Those boards of acacia were covered with gold.  They could bear the gold; there is that which speaks of what God Himself has done, and I would encourage each one of us, beloved brethren, to see that in one another, because we are set together.  I read about these bars for that reason.  The boards stood vertically, but the bars went horizontally to bind the boards together.  They gave the tabernacle strength, shape and structure.  These boards of the tabernacle were able to carry the coverings and the curtains.  This can only be if there is a structure which is stable and can stand and take the weight.  So we are bound together.  It speaks in verse 28 of “the middle bar in the midst of the boards reaching from one end to the other”.  This is the effect of the presence of the Spirit keeping us bound together in relation to one another.  These boards were next to each other; each would have its place.  Every board was necessary to form this structure so that the coverings of the tabernacle could be borne, and so that the service of God might proceed.

In Corinthians, we see how we are set together and bound together in relation to Christ’s body, the assembly.  This scripture is very simple.  It says “If the whole body were an eye, where the hearing?”  Paul in a few words sets out this picture of the assembly which is so attractive and so crucial.  Every single member is required for all of the features of the body, all of its movements, all of its functions to be known.  It says in verse 20, “But now the members are many, and the body one”.  This is the supreme picture of how we are bound together in relation to Christ, He always having the pre-eminent place.  If we find ourselves bound together on any other basis, it will fail.  We are bound together because we are bound to Christ; that comes first, being bound to Him “with bands of a man, with cords of love”.  It is that which sets us in relation to one another.  And so what you find is a whole system that is operating, because God has set each one of the members in the body according as it has pleased Him.  It is not necessarily what I might want, it is not necessarily how I might think things should be, but it is according as it has pleased Him.  It starts with being bound to Him by “cords of love”, and ends in this functioning body with Christ as its Head.  Every impulse, every movement, every single activity is directed by the Head, so that God might be served. 

May we prove it for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Witney

10 February 2014

A.J. McKay


Scripture references

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Exodus 26:15-30 (JND) [15] And the boards for the tabernacle thou shalt make of acacia-wood, standing up; [16] ten cubits the length of the board, and a cubit and a half the breadth of one board. [17] One board shall have two tenons, connected one with the other: thus shalt thou make for all the boards of the tabernacle. [18] And thou shalt make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards on the south side southward. [19] And thou shalt make forty bases of silver under the twenty boards; two bases under one board for its two tenons, and two bases under another board for its two tenons. [20] And for the other side of the tabernacle on the north side there shall be twenty boards. [21] And their forty bases of silver; two bases under one board, and two bases under another board. [22] And for the rear of the tabernacle westward thou shalt make six boards. [23] And two boards shalt thou make for the corners of the tabernacle at the rear; [24] and they shall be joined beneath, and together shall be united at the top thereof to one ring: thus shall it be for them both; they shall be for the two corners. [25] And there shall be eight boards, and their bases, of silver, sixteen bases; two bases under one board, and two bases under another board. [26] And thou shalt make bars of acacia-wood; five for the boards of the one side of the tabernacle, …

1 Corinthians 12:12-18 (JND) [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ. [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit. [14] For also the body is not one member but many. [15] If the foot say, Because I am not a hand I am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed of the body? [16] And if the ear say, Because I am not an eye I am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed of the body? [17] If the whole body [were] an eye, where the hearing? if all hearing, where the smelling? [18] But now God has set the members, each one of them in the body, according as it has pleased [him].

Acts 16:26 (JND) [26] And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison shook, and all the doors were immediately opened, and the bonds of all loosed.

Luke 24:28 (JND) [28] And they drew near to the village where they were going, and *he* made as though he would go farther.



STEADFASTNESS


Luke 9: 51;  Hebrews 12: 1,2;  Ruth 1: 15-18;  2 Samuel 15: 19-22

I would like to speak about the feature of steadfastness.  It came into my mind earlier today as thinking about this meeting and about the circumstances of our being together tonight.  There is a great need for steadfastness, as our hymn reminded us:-

‘And, if I wander, teach me

      Soon back to Thee to flee’.      Hymn 51

We have a perfect model in Jesus; in Him we have a great point of attraction and we need food.  Whatever the impression that comes into your heart, the Lord is the supreme example of it.  So here we have in the gospel of Luke, that “he stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem”.  Think of the opposition, the contrariety, and all that came against Him in His life.  There was not only the rejection by the Jews and the mockery of the Romans, but the betrayal by Judas and the denial by Peter.  The Lord knew about them all, but “he stedfastly set His face”.  He was committed irrevocably to the will of God.  Dear brethren, especially dear younger brethren, when trials come into our lives and into the testimony, and into localities, there is a great need to concentrate on what Jesus has done, and the Model that He is.  I was impressed with that on Lord’s day, that we see every element of perfection in Him; perfect committal, perfect devotion, perfect execution of every divine thought.  Everything was carried out perfectly; a perfect redemption, a perfect salvation, a perfect hope.  We have it all in Him, and we need it when we are on our wilderness journey.

Hebrews 12 was written to a company of believers, with the exhortation to look “stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith”.  He stands in all His glorious dignity.  Chapter 11 gives us a whole catalogue of worthies from the Old Testament who were wonderful persons, but the writer moves from that cloud of witnesses to the supreme Witness.  Let every one of us have an increasingly strengthened link with Jesus as Saviour, as Model, as Leader, as Guide.  So it says here that we have to “run with endurance the race”, and “laying aside every weight”.  I noticed a comment in ministry recently that weights slow us down.  If you are in a race, sin will stop you, and weights will slow you down.  These can be legitimate things – family or business matters.  Oh, let us put these weights aside and let us know what it is to be “looking stedfastly on Jesus”.  He will not let us down, He will not disappoint us, He will not ignore us, He will never leave us, He will not forget us.  We are on the breastplate; we are on His heart and in His affections.  He would desire to carry us and to lead us, because He has carried everything through as “the leader and completer of faith”.

In the Old Testament, I thought of two persons who were steadfast.  Ruth was a young woman who had come into terrible sorrow; things had gone terribly wrong in Moab.  That is where she belonged, of course; it was not her fault that she was in Moab.  That was the country of her birth, but something else had come into her life.  Sorrow had come into her life, but then Naomi had also come into her life, a woman who gave her direction.  Naomi speaks typically of the saints of the assembly and what they can be as examples to one another.  Not only was Naomi an example, but she saw that Ruth was committed herself; “when she saw that she was stedfastly minded”.  The brethren know the book of Ruth well; I think it is a wonderful book, one of the most attractive little books in the Bible because in a sense it has the germ of everything.  We see Ruth and her commitment in this book, but ultimately we come to Boaz, the mighty man of wealth.  I think we need to get that into our hearts, dear brethren.  We need to keep the Lord Jesus as the Object, the guiding Light in our lives when difficulties arise; sorrows, departure, whatever it might be.  Let us never allow our gaze to depart from our Lord Jesus Christ, typified so beautifully in this book in Boaz.

When we come to 2 Samuel 15, it does not use the word steadfastness, but I think that is what Ittai illustrates.  This was a time when things were not good in Israel publicly.  There had been great failure with David; his place had been usurped by Absalom and David was in rejection.  But did that change Ittai’s outlook or his devotion, did that change his commitment, did that change his loyalty?  Was he influenced by circumstances?  No; he was holding David in his view as the true king, the man of God’s choice.  For the moment David had slipped, but we read in the chapter that he was on the way to the summit, the ascent.  Things were beginning to look up again.  That is like our lives.  It is interesting what David says as to going up and down: “Thou didst come yesterday, and should I this day make thee go up and down with us, seeing I go whither I can?”  I think that is like most of our histories, they are up and they are down.  But thanks be to God that there was one Man who was never up or down, He was always consistent, He was and is always the Same.  So you can understand why at the end of Hebrews, the writer says “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages to come”, Heb.13:8.

May these thoughts encourage us.

Word in meeting for ministry Grangemouth

17 June 2014

A. D. Munro


Scripture references

Luke 9:51 (JND) [51] And it came to pass when the days of his receiving up were fulfilled, that *he* stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 12:1-2 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Ruth 1:15-18 (JND) [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her.

2 Samuel 15:19-22 (JND) [19] And the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Why dost thou also go with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king; for thou art a foreigner, and besides, thou hast emigrated to the place where thou [dwellest]. [20] Thou didst come yesterday, and should I this day make thee go up and down with us, seeing I go whither I can? Return and take back thy brethren. Mercy and truth be with thee! [21] And Ittai answered the king and said, [As] Jehovah liveth, and [as] my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be. [22] And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

2 Samuel 15 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared for himself chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. [2] And Absalom rose early, and stood beside the way of the gate; and it was so, that when any man who had a controversy had to come to the king for judgment, then Absalom called him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. [3] And Absalom said to him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man to hear thee [appointed] by the king. …

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].



GOD FOR US


Psalm 60: 1-5, 9-12

There is much detail in this psalm and I would like, I trust with the help of the Holy Spirit, to draw out one or two thoughts in it that would bear on us now.  It is evident from the heading of this psalm that there had been times of conflict and there had been success.  Under God’s hand, David had been supported and strengthened, but he appears to have come to a time in his history in which he had to say, “O God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased: restore us again”.  That was not a single incident in David’s life; it was a solemn time which drew him up, which God intended that he should pay attention to.  David had the sense that there was something to be learned.  So he speaks about these things; “Thou hast made the earth to tremble,” and, “Thou hast shewn thy people hard things; thou hast made us to drink the wine of bewilderment”.  These were matters that David evidently did not understand, that were testing.  The comforting thing is that he saw that they were from God, so he said; “Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth, (Selah,)”.

Our brother’s word encouraged me.  I believe that what God was doing here was bringing David typically to see Christ in a new way.  “Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth”.  God was working not only with David, but with the people of Israel to bring out in them some new feature of Christ typically, something fresh that they had not experienced before.  A banner is an emblem with a message on it, “to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth”.  God works in that way.  We give thanks for the blessings that we do enjoy, but there are times when He speaks to us in such a way that what we felt we could depend on is no longer there, and God would come in for us in a fresh way.  I think that is what is involved in, “Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth, (Selah,) That thy beloved ones may be delivered.  Save with thy right hand, and answer me”.  David was brought to this.  He had known victories, but he had come to this solemn time when he had been drawn up and he was appealing to God to help him.

I believe we have been shown a banner; “Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee”.  The ministry at the weekend was of that character.  What we have had in the word that has just been given was of that character; it spoke of Christ and it was intended to touch our hearts.  God has done it; “Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth”.  What is in mind is not defeat, it is not loss; that is not what God has in mind.  He has in mind that something should be worked out in His saints that is to be displayed because of the truth.  What God is looking for is increase, He is giving us food.  He is not telling us to go back or give up, He is saying ‘Go on’; “That thy beloved ones may be delivered”.  Our faith is tested at times like this.  We may doubt, and ask ‘Does God have our good in mind?  Is He really set on blessing us?’  But “That thy beloved ones may be delivered”; we are still His beloved ones, and God still has deliverance in mind; “Save with thy right hand”.  Who could stand against God’s right hand?  “Save with thy right hand, and answer me”.

I did not read the next section, but it gives the detail as to God’s claim over the land.  We might say that things are difficult, there is much going on, but God says, ‘It is all mine; every item, every part of the inheritance is mine’.  He says; “Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine”.  God would reassert His claim over His inheritance, and say that not only is nothing lost but He would have what belongs to Him.  What God has laid claim to, He is not going to let go from His hand.  And so it goes on “Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me unto Edom?  Wilt not thou, O God who didst cast us off?”  I wanted to touch on this particularly.  Why appeal to a God who has “cast us off”, in the language of this psalm?  We might ask ‘Should we not try something else, seek after another God, look for a different path?’.  No, this is faith shining; “Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me unto Edom?  Wilt not thou, O God, who didst cast us off?”  Faith does not let go of God.  Then “and didst not go forth, O God, with our armies?”; that is the God in whom we trust.  He may for His own good reasons let us see, or have a sense of, defeat, or a reverse, or something that draws us up and makes us think.  “Wilt not thou, O God, who didst cast us off?”  But David’s faith was unshaken and unshakeable; “Give us help from trouble; for vain is man’s deliverance”.  I think that is one of the things that God would bring us to.  Where else can we look?  What else can we hold on to, what else can we have hope in, except God and His dealings with us for our blessing!  “Through God we shall do valiantly; and he it is that will tread down our adversaries”.

I just want to leave this impression, beloved brethren, that God is for us.  He is in control of everything and He has nothing but our blessing in mind.  May we be encouraged for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry Grangemouth

17 June 2014

R. Gray
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Scripture references

Psalms 60:1-12 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. On Shushan. Testimony. Michtam of David; to teach: when he strove with the Syrians of Mesopotamia, and the Syrians of Zobah, and Joab returned, and smote the Edomites in the valley of salt, twelve thousand.} O God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased: restore us again. [2] Thou hast made the earth to tremble, thou hast rent it: heal the breaches thereof; for it shaketh. [3] Thou hast shewn thy people hard things; thou hast made us to drink the wine of bewilderment. [4] Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth, (Selah,) [5] That thy beloved ones may be delivered. Save with thy right hand, and answer me. [6] God hath spoken in his holiness: I will exult, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth. [7] Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is mine, and Ephraim is the strength of my head; Judah is my law-giver; [8] Moab is my wash-pot; upon Edom will I cast my sandal; Philistia, shout aloud because of me. [9] Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me unto Edom? [10] [Wilt] not thou, O God, who didst cast us off? and didst not go forth, O God, with our armies? [11] Give us help from trouble; for vain is man's deliverance. [12] Through God we shall do valiantly; and he it is that will tread down our adversaries.



Notes


	[←1]
	Letters of J. Taylor Sr Vol.1 p.460
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