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ICHABOD

A. Wellershaus 

1 Samuel 4: 19–22 

When the ark of the covenant fell into the hands of the Philistines in 1 Samuel 4 it was the darkest day in the history of Israel. In the present time also God allows such dark days to come upon His testimony in order to bring to light what is really in our hearts. Then it becomes manifest what has been wrought by Him and what is not of Him. In the first few chapters of Samuel, Samuel himself is prominent, but in chapter 4 Samuel is not mentioned after verse 1, although of course he was there. God had His prophet in readiness, yet in 1 

Samuel 4 to 6 he is not prominent. For us that means that every believer who is in fellowship should take to heart the sorrowful state of things, and not rely on a ‘Samuel’. God is already holding His ‘Samuel’ in readiness—we can thank Him for that.* Perhaps he is not yet known to most, nevertheless he is there. But before he can take matters up, believers must come to have right feelings concerning the sorrowful state of things, and this state must affect them at heart. God desires that every believer, even the youngest, should recognise and feel the state rightly, before He gives a powerful prophetic ministry. 

Eli’s daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, reached the point under God’s hand in discipline where she rightly felt and named the sorrowful state of things. It is a very sorrowful history; she died in giving birth to her son, when the news reached her that the ark had been captured by the 

* This is evidently a reference to the prophetic element among the saints—Ed. 

Philistines. Yet in dying she gave expression to the fact that the state of things in which she had lived had been displeasing to God. Many had been content with that state, but God had not. God had made known through Samuel, His prophet, what He thought about it, and it is only what God thinks that is of any value. As a boy Samuel had received God’s thoughts about the old man Eli. God revealed His thoughts before the calamity in 1 Samuel 4 came on; and when it came on, there was the man to whom God made His thoughts known and who was capable of prophesying. Yet before God intervened, He was expecting right feelings from His people about the sorrowful state of things. Before He gave a deliverer, He allowed the people to feel the need of being delivered. 

The wife of Phinehas the priest died, and it is recorded solemnly that she died in travail. In her death she exhibited to the people the sad state they had got into. Sometimes we too have to realize death in order to bring home to believers the dreadful state they are in. God requires reality from us, and in these last days He desires to direct the attention of all believers to what He is doing. But though the priest’s wife died, yet she bore a son who lived on and represented the fruit of her travail. She gave him the name Ichabod. There was no blessing in that, yet that name shed light on the dreadful state, for Ichabod means ‘No glory’. That was a very serious and humbling thing. Yet it corresponded to the real state of things, for the glory had departed and was no longer there. What are our meetings worth if there is no glory in them? It is God’s thought that there should be glory in our Lord’s day morning meetings, as we call them, in our readings, in our prayer meetings, in all our service, in the preaching of the gospel. God is “the God of glory” (Acts 7: 2), and the assembly is the dwelling-place 

of glory. So every meeting ought to have glory in it. 

We see that this matter comes very close home to us. We ought to perceive the glory of God in our meetings. In 1 Samuel 4 the wife of the priest, in dying, said that the glory was no longer there, for that is the meaning of Ichabod; she said, “The glory is departed”. It had been there before. There are meetings of believers that have never had the glory. How could believers who go on with unrighteousness have the glory of God? We have it among us only if we pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Timothy 2: 22). If, however, we are diverted from this path, then we lose the glory, and can only be recovered if we say, like the dying wife of the priest, “The glory is departed”. 

She had a right judgment of the state, and her son bore the stamp of it on him. Everyone who pronounced his name was reminded of the change that had taken place. The glory that had previously been there had departed. 

Yet it is precious to see that Ichabod was the secret of recovery. In 1 Samuel 7 Samuel came on to the scene, and the Philistines were smitten. Yet that did not take place until “Ichabod” 

had been pronounced. God showed that He took notice of the confession of the dying mother, who had right feelings about the dreadful state of things; for after that He intervened. We read in Psalm 78: 61–66 that Jehovah awoke “as one out of sleep, like a mighty man that shouteth aloud by reason of wine; and he smote his adversaries in the hinder part, and put them to everlasting reproach”. He brought back the ark of the covenant, which was His strength and His glory, and which in 1 Samuel 4 He had given into captivity, into the hand of the oppressor (Psalm 78: 61). He 

brought it back Himself, without a priest, without a Levite. That shows what God can do for us. Yet He gave this recovery in answer to the, confession of the dying wife of Phinehas who confessed that the shameful state of the people had given occasion for the glory to depart. 

And the Lord not only intervened and smote His enemies, but He also rejected the tent of Joseph, “the tabernacle at Shiloh, the tent where he had dwelt among men” (Psalm 78: 60), and He chose Zion and David (Psalm 78: 68–72). Thus God not only restored everything, but He also, through David, gave fresh evidence of His grace. 

1939 (Translated from German) 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 4:19-22 (JND) [19] And his daughter-in-law, Phinehas' wife, was with child, near to be delivered; and when she heard the tidings that the ark of God was taken, and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she bowed herself and travailed; for her pains came upon her. [20] And as she was dying, the women that stood by her said, Fear not; for thou hast borne a son. But she did not answer, neither did she take it to heart. [21] And she named the child Ichabod, saying, The glory is departed from Israel; because the ark of God was taken, and because of her father-in-law and her husband. [22] And she said, The glory is departed from Israel, for the ark of God is taken.

1 Samuel 4 (JND) [1] And what Samuel had said happened to all Israel. And Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and encamped beside Eben-ezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. [2] And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel; and the battle spread, and Israel was routed before the Philistines; and they slew in battle array in the field about four thousand men. [3] And the people came into the camp; and the elders of Israel said, Why has Jehovah smitten us to-day before the Philistines? Let us fetch ourselves the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of Shiloh, that it may come among us, and save us out of the hand of our enemies. …

1 Samuel 4 (JND) [1] And what Samuel had said happened to all Israel. And Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and encamped beside Eben-ezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. [2] And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel; and the battle spread, and Israel was routed before the Philistines; and they slew in battle array in the field about four thousand men. [3] And the people came into the camp; and the elders of Israel said, Why has Jehovah smitten us to-day before the Philistines? Let us fetch ourselves the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of Shiloh, that it may come among us, and save us out of the hand of our enemies. …

Acts 7:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran,

1 Samuel 4 (JND) [1] And what Samuel had said happened to all Israel. And Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and encamped beside Eben-ezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. [2] And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel; and the battle spread, and Israel was routed before the Philistines; and they slew in battle array in the field about four thousand men. [3] And the people came into the camp; and the elders of Israel said, Why has Jehovah smitten us to-day before the Philistines? Let us fetch ourselves the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of Shiloh, that it may come among us, and save us out of the hand of our enemies. …

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

1 Samuel 7 (JND) [1] And the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched up the ark of Jehovah, and brought it into the house of Abinadab on the hill, and hallowed Eleazar his son to keep the ark of Jehovah. [2] And it came to pass, from the day that the ark abode in Kirjath-jearim, that the time was long; for it was twenty years. And all the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah. [3] And Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, If ye return to Jehovah with all your heart, put away the strange gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and apply your hearts unto Jehovah, and serve him only; and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. …

Psalms 78:61-66 (JND) [61] And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor; [62] And delivered up his people unto the sword, and was very wroth with his inheritance: [63] The fire consumed their young men, and their maidens were not praised in [nuptial] song; [64] Their priests fell by the sword, and their widows made no lamentation. [65] Then the Lord awoke as one out of sleep, like a mighty man that shouteth aloud by reason of wine; [66] And he smote his adversaries in the hinder part, and put them to everlasting reproach.

1 Samuel 4 (JND) [1] And what Samuel had said happened to all Israel. And Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and encamped beside Eben-ezer; and the Philistines encamped in Aphek. [2] And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel; and the battle spread, and Israel was routed before the Philistines; and they slew in battle array in the field about four thousand men. [3] And the people came into the camp; and the elders of Israel said, Why has Jehovah smitten us to-day before the Philistines? Let us fetch ourselves the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of Shiloh, that it may come among us, and save us out of the hand of our enemies. …

Psalms 78:61 (JND) [61] And gave his strength into captivity, and his glory into the hand of the oppressor;

Psalms 78:60 (JND) [60] And he forsook the tabernacle at Shiloh, the tent where he had dwelt among men,

Psalms 78:68-72 (JND) [68] But chose the tribe of Judah, the mount Zion which he loved; [69] And he built his sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which he hath founded for ever. [70] And he chose David his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: [71] From following the suckling-ewes, he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. [72] And he fed them according to the integrity of his heart, and led them by the skilfulness of his hands.



FRUIT-BEARING

D. C. Brown 

Judges 9: 8–13 

During the reading we spoke about persons who were marked by what is substantial—each one of us should be characterized by something substantial. That substance is not intended to.be merely for ourselves. There should be substance that is for God and substance that is for the saints; something of what is referred to here as fruit. Now, you have come here this afternoon, and the fact that you have done so means that you have taken up a certain position, and really you are claiming to be a tree. I would say that anyone who has come here has said, 

‘Look, I am someone who is taking the position of one who ought to be fruitful towards God’. I do not know whether there may be anyone here who produces no fruit to God; I hope not. I hope there is no one here who has produced nothing, but 

I would lay it on everyone’s conscience that you cannot say this is for those on the front row or those on the platform. You have come here and you have taken a position, you have made a claim that you belong to the profession of Christianity, and God is entitled to expect fruit from you. 

Now, the next thing I would emphasize is that there is not going to be any fruit from you apart from Christ. Nothing that you can do in the flesh, nothing that you can produce, will be of any value; only what you produce in Christ, only what the Holy Spirit works in you, only divine work in you. You are still responsible to produce fruit, but it is only in Christ that it can be produced. Throughout the past dispensation, the one immediately before ours, when Israel should have answered to God, all that there was for God was what He brought in that anticipated Christianity. One thing that God does is to anticipate things; some things that belong to a future dispensation, the millennium. He likes to see coming from you now, and I think fruitfulness may have part in that too, something that specially will mark the millennium. But God is not prepared to wait; He is going to have something from you and from me now. 

So throughout all those four thousand years between Adam and the birth of Christ all that there was for God was what looked forward to Christianity. But what was the effect when Christ came on the scene? Immediately there came a word from heaven that there was something different. We see in Luke’s gospel that the angels, those who were intelligent in heavenly things, could come down and say, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men”, Luke 2: 14. That was something that was secured, fruit for God, something that we have in this scripture, the olive-tree, “glory to God”, honour secured for God; “on earth peace”, millennial conditions that may be hinted at in the fig-tree; “good pleasure in men”—the vine. Think of how God was going to secure cheer from men, you and I to be brought into a position where we can cheer God. The fact that Christ has come in so that you can bear fruit to God has made all the difference. 

It has been said that you could speak of the Lord Jesus as the true Olive-tree and the true Fig-tree and the true Vine. That is right; every kind of fruit we find in Him. We sang about that, ‘Every precious fruit is Thine’. It tells us at the end of Revelation that Christ is in prominence in that way as the “tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit”, (Revelation 22: 2), and we can have our part in enjoying the fruits of Christ now. God has His delight in finding that fruit. 

As I have said, you could refer to the true fig-tree or the true olive-tree, but in fact the scripture only makes reference to “the true vine”, and I would like particularly to relate the vine to Christ and to the features of Christ too, because the vine in Judges 9 is not Christ Himself, but someone who is bearing that kind of feature. It says, “Should I leave my new wine, which cheers God and man, and go to wave over the trees?” Now, where was God cheered, where did God receive delight? He received delight in Jesus. He still receives delight, of course—in the One whom He has set down at His right hand on the throne, the place that He deserved. The place that neither you nor I could give Him, God could give Him and He has given Him that place because He delights in Him. What delight there was! 

Think of the pathway of Jesus, how delightful it was. Think of Him at the age of twelve. God found delight in Jesus; how He would say, I am about my Father’s business (see Luke 2: 49). 

There are many years where we do not know anything in detail as to what the Lord Jesus was doing. We know that He was referred to as the Carpenter, which is a very remarkable thing. 

What we do know is that after those eighteen, or thirty, hidden years, years spent when men referred to Him as the Carpenter, God could say, ‘That is the Man that delights Me. That is where there is fruit. That is the Vine; I have it before Me, it is pleasant to Me, it is delightful to Me’; “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 17: 5. 

Following that, of course, were the years of sorrow and suffering, the years of a faithful pathway before men, faithful in every moment, faithful in every detail, and God, in every instant of that life, finding cheer. How God was cheered by the way that Jesus went. 

Not only that, but there were others who were cheered. There were those who were not cheered, who found the pathway of Jesus dismaying, but it is interesting to notice what we have here about the vine. It says, ‘Should I leave my new wine?’ Now, I think that is important, that there is something new in Christ, and it needs a new taste. In the work of God, the ways of God, during His pathway here there were those who had a new taste—there were these women, Anna for example, and the woman in Luke 7, who had a new taste. The woman in Luke 7 had had a taste for this world, had had a taste for what was contrary to God, but she got a new taste so that the new wine that was in Christ delighted her. God was glad to see that there were persons like that woman. How she was cheered! What a wonderful note of cheer there would be in her heart as she went out, “Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace”, Luke 7: 50. Well, that is an example which we have, and my exercise is not simply to present that example but to say, What about you? 

Are you providing features and substance which can cheer God?. Are you providing features, too, which can cheer men?—men with a new taste, of course. Can you cheer the brethren? Do they see development; do they see fruit with you that would cheer them? That would be good. 

One thing, of course, that initially causes joy to God is repentance. It has already been referred to today, joy in heaven over repenting sinners. If you have not caused joy in that way, cause joy to God today by repenting. 

We referred to the fact that it says that Jesus is the true Vine, and the scripture that particularly has reference to that is John 15. It has a slightly different setting because it goes on to speak of those who belong to Him as being the branches, but the idea is the same. The first thing that I would call attention to is that in John 15 the Lord Jesus says, “He that abides in me and I in him, he bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing”. That is true; without Christ you can do nothing, so the question is an important one. If you are going to bear fruit that is of the character of Christ, you have to abide in Him, and He must abide in you. It is obvious that if the branch is cut off from the vine there is never going to be any more fruit from that branch. It is hopeless once it is cut off, there is nothing in it. So it is vital for you and for me to abide in Him. Now what exactly that means I would not like to say in detail, but it involves various things and one very obviously is that it involves a firm bond in affection, abiding in Him, in His love. He abides in you, He abides in your heart, in your heart’s affection. Do you have a firm bond of affection with Christ? May you have that, a firm bond of affection with Him. It means too that you draw all your resource from Him, “without me ye can do nothing”. With Christ there is no end to what you can do; with Christ there is no limit to the fruit that you can produce for God. Do you abide in Him? Are you in that settled relationship? Well, I know as I speak how testing it is for myself. That is where I ought to be and where I so very often am not, so that I try to find resource in other sources, but let us all be encouraged to find our resource there. 

Now, as well as securing fruit. God desires that there should be more fruit, and we get the answer to that in John 15 as well. The Husbandman—that is the Father in that setting—

desires that there should be more fruit. I trust you are already bearing fruit. How will you bear more fruit that cheers God, more fruit in being like Jesus? Well, what is brought out here is, “and as to every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit” (John 15: 2), and that brings in suggestions of discipline and chastening. That is how the Father would operate, and He has operated with many in severe ways, many different ways, in purging, in chastening. What is the objective, what is the answer that God is seeking in any chastening there might be, in any suffering, in any sorrow? It is more fruit. Now, you could say, That is what God does, and we can leave it to Him, but that is not quite the case because it tells us in Hebrews something about this. It says, “But no chastening at the time seems to be matter of joy, but of grief”—how great the grief there has been, in this and other places. What is the answer to be?—“but afterwards yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it”, Hebrews 12: 11. So if there is grief, if there is sorrow, if there is anything that is impinging on you in that way, be exercised by it so that there should be fruit to God, that there should be something further. Why is God operating in your life, in your soul, in that way? We can see examples of persons who have had 

sorrow and suffering upon them, and we have seen the fruit. We appreciate when we see the fruit, what is different, what is further to what there was before. So may we each be helped that there may be that kind of fruit, fruit that is according to Christ. 

Now the olive-tree often in Scripture has reference to the Holy Spirit. The olive-tree says, 

“Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God and man, and go to wave over the trees?” Anything that would honour God is secured by the work of the Holy Spirit. We see that in what we have read earlier today about these wonderful persons, Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna; there was a spiritual area which they were operating in, and God was honoured. It is not only that God is honoured, but that man should be honoured. The Holy Spirit produces something that is to the honour of God, but also causes there to be honour on men. This world is full of degraded persons. The world is covered in degradation. Where is there to be honour? Where do you find people who are glorified? Scripture tells you that there are persons who are glorified; Romans 8 refers to glorified persons. How are they glorified? 

Because the Holy Spirit has come upon them. He has come and He is living in them, and there is glory in these persons, glory to God, but glory in persons, and again you can see that. 

There is reference to what the fruit of the Spirit is at the end of Galatians, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity, meekness, self-control”, Galatians 3: 22. I think we could assume that anyone who has come here today would love to display these features. In so far as they can be applied to a divine Person, the Holy Spirit in His own operations has displayed them. Think of the love 

of the Spirit—He is acting constantly. We have spoken of these persons who were serving daily, night and day. Think of the Holy Spirit; night and day, in every soul where there is the work of God. He is working; He is operating persistently. That is because of His love, His love for the soul, His love for the Father. What joy there has been for God through the work of the Holy Spirit. We can go through each of these, but the concern would be that each one of us should be bearing that kind of fruit, the fruit of the Spirit. 

Now, as far as I can see from the scripture, the most important thing for the growth and the fruit of the olive-tree is a right environment. There was a man, king David, who had a time of great calamity. Great calamity had come in in his household, in his family, in his kingdom, in his own life. What did he do? Where did he go? He went to the mount of Olives. What did he do when he got there? He found that there was someone who was contrary to him. He did not exact judgment there, he went on, he went on upwards till he came to the summit of the mount of Olives, where he worshipped. Something was secured in that man’s soul that was of this kind of fruit, the Spirit’s fruit. He came into that environment. And you find that throughout the Scriptures. The Lord Jesus Himself in times of trial, in times of difficulty, times when He was rejected, spent the day about His Father’s business, in the temple teaching, testifying, up against what there was of the Pharisees. Where did He spend the time that you could call His free time? On the Mount of Olives, in communion with His Father. 

That was the place that He reverted to. 

Where are you going to find that spiritual area? Well, I would not exclude what is private. In private, get into the realm of the Spirit, but 

too, remember that there is an area where there are these others, spiritual persons. Get yourself into their company as often as you can. Get yourself into their company, that area that you are linked with. Get yourself there and imbibe the spirituality of that area and you will find that there is spiritual growth with you, that there is something of the olive-tree, something of this spiritual fatness, coming out in yourself, something that is of pleasure to God, something that honours God, something that honours the brethren. You know, there is a contrast given us in Psalm 52 between the man whose delight is not in God and the man whose delight is in God. David thinks of a man, Doeg the Edomite, and the terrible thing that he had done, destroying God’s priests. What contrast does he make with himself, and can you make it about yourself?—“But as for me, I am like a green olive-tree”—freshness, fatness, fullness, all that was for God. But that is not all he says. “I am like a green olive-tree in the house of God—I will confide in the loving-kindness of God for ever and ever”. Is that where you are characteristically? We have spoken about Anna and Simeon. If you wanted to know where to find them, if you had a message to pass to Simeon or Anna, where would you find them? You would find them in the temple. 

There is another scripture that refers to the temple. It does not particularly refer to the olive-tree, but it would apply; “Those that are planted in the house of Jehovah”. Planted, you cannot get them out of it, they are planted in the house of Jehovah. It goes on to say of them—that they “Shall flourish in the courts of our God—They are still vigorous in old age, they are full of sap and green; To shew that Jehovah is upright”, Psalm 92: 13–15. We have persons here today who are planted, who have been planted in the house of Jehovah and have flourished; and they are still vigorous in old age and they are full of sap and green. You can see them, they were planted; now that is not a matter of the last year, or ten years, or twenty years; it is a matter of something like seventy years, or more than that, planted in the house of Jehovah, and you can see the fruits. You do not see persons like that in this world; you do not see persons in that kind of vigour in this world; they have been planted in the wrong place; but we have these examples. But it is not only for old persons; they are flourishing because they have been planted for all these years. That is what their life has been, a worth-while life. They should be taken as your examples, flourishing, “full of sap and green”. 

If we turn now to the fig-tree, God is looking for sweetness and good fruit. The Lord Jesus came to this earth; you could say He was looking for sweetness, looking for something that would satisfy Him. He came to the place where He should have found it. He came into Jerusalem, the centre of God’s earthly people. What did He find there? He found the fig-tree and it looked as if it was flourishing; it was covered in leaves (Matthew 21: 19). Think of the sorrow of the Lord Jesus when He found that there was nothing but leaves, no fruit whatsoever. He expected something of sweetness, something you could almost say of wifely features, sweetness to be found in what would have been regarded as His earthly bride; and He found none. He found complete barrenness, and He felt it. He feels all these sorrows and He feels our sorrows. Where was He going to find this fruit? Where was the Lord Jesus going to find such sweetness? Well. He has found it. He has found it now in His assembly. He has found it in His assembly which for these two thousand years, in times of difficulty and sorrow, in danger, in whatever there has been of testing, has provided Him with sweetness. 

You may say, ‘Well, a thousand years ago, what darkness there was’. Still, the Lord Jesus was receiving sweetness. He was receiving sweetness from those who were faithful to Him at that time, and since that time what development there has been of sweetness for His own heart. 

But the question is whether you are one of those who are providing that kind of fruit, assembly fruit. You ought to be. You have been brought into an environment where there is the most wonderful light of the assembly, and it is your responsibility to be producing assembly fruit. Are you doing so? Are you producing that kind of fruit for God, something that is sweet to the Lord Jesus, something that delights Him, something that is so different from this world? How do we find that kind of fruit developed? We find another reference perhaps to Israel where there is one who comes looking for fruit. In Luke’s gospel He comes looking for fruit, looking for this kind of fruit. I think we could say that there are those, and have always been those, who produce fruit somewhat after the nature of Christ and somewhat in the power of the Spirit in what could be called evangelical circumstances, but there is to be something special, something that is distinct, in the fig-tree and it is to be different. 

You find, “A certain man had a fig-tree ... and he came seeking fruit upon it and did not find any”, Luke 13: 6. What was the answer to that? The suggestion first is that it should be cut down and, of course, if we regard this as Israel, it has been cut down, but in the ways of God it will flourish again, there will be sweetness even in Israel. But there is the one who cares for it; “But he answering says to him, Sir, let it alone for this year also, until I shall dig about it and put dung, and if it shall bear fruit”—‘ and if it shall bear 

fruit’. That is the question to you, if you will bear fruit of this kind. You see the patience that would be exercised; patience in leaving it another year. You have known that too, that God has been very patient with you, and now He is seeking that kind of fruit. 

What is He going to do to secure that kind of fruit? Well, the one who cares, the vinedresser as he is referred to, would have reference to Christ, and he says, “I shall dig about it and put dung”. Let me ask you whether you are sufficiently loosened from this earth and all that relates to it? Do you know where you belong? You belong to heaven; that is where you belong, that is your home. You have been told often enough in Kirkcaldy, I am sure, that the assembly is an exotic. The assembly does not belong here. If you are a believer having the Spirit, you do not belong here. Where are your roots? Are your roots stuck in the earth that you do not belong to? Are you trying to draw from there? because it is going to hinder the work that is to go on. Are the water and all the nutrients that can come through to you going to be hindered because you are clinging too deeply to this earth?—not just the world, but this earth and all that belongs to it; thinking of your prospects here, thinking of what is going to happen to this earth. Well, let yourself be loosened a bit, turn yourself from what is earthly and have your link with what relates to that other scene that you belong to, ‘Yon heaven is our home’. You are going there—be ready for it. Be ready for that time when you are not going to have any more links with this earth. 

But it also says, “and put dung”, which you would say is unpleasant and, you know, Christianity involves some unpleasant experiences, necessary but unpleasant experiences, if there is to be fruit to 

God. I think this would have some reference to the kind of exercises that we find in Romans, especially Romans 7. The objective in Romans 7 is set out at the beginning, and it is what we have been speaking about, “So that, my brethren, ye also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised, up from among the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God” (Romans 7: 4). Now as to these exercises that we find in Romans—I do not know if I can say too much about them—Paul finds in that chapter that there is what he wants to do. He wants, indeed, to bear fruit to God, and he finds the impossibility of it. Now I have already told you that it is impossible, but it is not good enough just to hear, and even to accept, that—you have to find that in your experience. You try to do what is pleasing to God, to do something that is suitable to Him, to do something that would please Him, but you find it impossible. You find that some bitterness has to come in until you find the answer, and the answer in this, as in everything, is in Christ; “without me ye can do nothing” (John 15: 5), whether it is to be delivered from these things that attach to you, this body of death that you cannot get away from, or sin, or the world. But you find in yourself something that the Holy Spirit has activated, and that is how you are going to bear fruit, and especially how you are going to bear wifely, assembly fruit, because Romans 7 has the objective that we should be attached to the new Husband and really provide Him with some fresh fruit that is according to His heart. 

So God’s desire, as we have said, is that you should bear fruit. You have come here and you have claimed something. Now what is the answer going to be? Are you going to show more of the features of Christ, something that is new, the new wine that cheers God, cheers the brethren, those with a new taste? Are you going to show features worked out in you by the Holy Spirit so that you honour God, you honour the brethren? It is very important that you should honour the brethren. Do you honour them? Is that your attitude to them, honouring them in the power of the Spirit? That is one thing that Romans goes on to, “as to honour, each taking the lead in paying it to the other”, Romans 12: 10. And, lastly, there is to be sweetness that is distinct from anything else, anything of this world, as freed from the entanglements of this world. May it be that you and I are helped to produce such fruit, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Kirkcaldy
10 December 1988 
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Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Luke 7:50 (JND) [50] And he said to the woman, Thy faith has saved thee; go in peace.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …
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Matthew 21:19 (JND) [19] And seeing one fig-tree in the way, he came to it and found on it nothing but leaves only. And he says to it, Let there be never more fruit of thee for ever. And the fig-tree was immediately dried up.

Luke 13:6 (JND) [6] And he spoke this parable: A certain [man] had a fig-tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit upon it and did not find [any].

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …
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Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

John 15:5 (JND) [5] I am the vine, ye [are] the branches. He that abides in me and I in him, *he* bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 12:10 (JND) [10] as to brotherly love, kindly affectioned towards one another: as to honour, each taking the lead in paying it to the other:



RESPECT FOR THE BORDERS OF THE LAND

N. T. Meek 

Numbers 34: 1–12; Matthew 15: 21–I would like to say a simple word about the borders of the land which God marked out; God Himself defined them, not Israel, not even Moses; it was God who did it, which I think is important in principle to understand. Things that are defined by God require our utmost respect. This is a typical scripture but we can carry the import of the teaching further, and weigh its bearing on ourselves. Most of us have some idea of the general shape of Palestine and probably most of us have a map of it in the back of our Bibles. It may be profitable to follow it at your leisure, actually to study the map and look at the four borders. 

God was putting His people in that land, the choicest land that He could find. It corresponds with what we have in the New Testament as to the riches of God’s thoughts. What He has brought into Christianity is of course greater than what He introduced into Judaism. But the principle remains the same in Christianity, that He defines for us the area of blessing. 

Therefore it is so great. If you and I defined it, of necessity it would be pitched only at the level of our own apprehension; but if He defines it, He pitches it at His own level, and what a wonderful level it is! If you read Ephesians you get some idea of the level at which God has pitched the riches of that land that you and I might enjoy it, that we might walk through according to the length of it and according to the breadth of it. You can walk both ways and the scenery is grand both ways. It is a wonderful land. I would encourage all of us, even young ones, to read the great epistles and get some idea of the riches of divine favour, the wonderful wealth of our inheritance. 

But what was in one’s mind was that we might be helped to recognize the borders. There are two long, and two short borders, a long border on the west side, and another long border on the east side, a short border on the north and a short one on the south. Now let us start with what is simple, that is, the west border, which is defined very clearly and concisely in verse 6, “As west border ye shall have the great sea and its coast. This shall be your west border”. The west border was entirely water. It was the sea, and I think you might call it the evangelical border, because in the sea you will find the fish; it is the great sea. “Yonder is the great and wide sea”, the psalmist says, “therein are moving things innumerable, living creatures small and great”, Psalm 104: 25. Now a believer is to have an outlook toward the west border and pray for it, pray for blessing on the gospel. It is an outlook that looks towards mankind, and what can be secured—not only to relieve need, but what can be secured for God’s heart from the west border, and it is wide open to us. There is no restriction given in verse 6. You say you want to be evangelical, then you have a wide field. You can go down from the land anywhere to the edge of the water and go out with the preaching. 

It is wide open to you, on the streets, in the hospitals and the lodging houses, if there are such places nowadays, persons can carry the gospel. The border is wide and there is no restriction. 

There is not intended to be any restriction, only we have to bear in mind the teaching of all the borders. It was never intended, dear brethren, that we should specialize in one part of Christian truth. It was intended that the man of God should be complete. It means complete as to qualification. It infers that he can tackle any job. I think perhaps in these days we may be learning how to do that. Most of us who are brothers have to take a turn at the preaching. We do not assume we are preachers, but we take a turn at it. We have to be what they call all-rounders, and you can play behind the wicket, or you can bowl, or you can be long-stop, and one day you are this and another day you are that. It is a great thing to be an all-rounder, especially when numbers are small. When numbers are few we need persons who can fill all sorts of positions. So you say, I cannot really preach but I will try. Out of love for Christ, love for the children, and anyone else who comes to hear the gospel, I will try. 

Well, the border is wide open, and if you feel you can go into the open air, that border is wide open too. I do not think anyone will stop you doing that. I would be perturbed if I heard there was a limit being put on the preaching of the gospel. Only, as I say, we do have to respect all the borders. A good churchman will preach effectively because he knows the borders all round, and he does not make over-much of one border and neglect another. In a certain sense as soon as you get out of your front door you are touching water, and there is a great field for the gospel. That is the west border. 

I would like to speak next about the east border, and the definition here is longer. But what comes up especially is that there is water there too, and it is largely defined by the Jordan. 

Now is it not very good of God to define the borders so carefully, as He does with the edge of the sea, or the bank of the river? It is part of God’s goodness that He does not leave us uncertain or anxious in relation to those two borders. What is the intended effect, what is the meaning, of the east border with the Jordan? Well, I think it must relate to the teaching of the death of Christ; including the teaching of our death with Him. The apostle Paul says as to the cup, “Is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ?” 1 Corinthians 10: 16. He puts it in the form of a question. It involves fellowship. The east border involves the fellowship, the fellowship of His death. “Is it not the communion of the blood of the Christ?” That must involve His death. 

The fellowship involves His death. 

Now that is something one has to respect. One has to respect the Lord’s death, and in defining the east border you would be faced with that very matter. The fact that my Lord has died is a profound matter. It is intended to have a very profound effect upon the believer’s life, the fact that his Lord died, and he is in the fellowship of His death. The fellowship, from this point of view, is not the fellowship in its dignity as you get it in 1 Corinthians 1, the fellowship of God’s Son. It is rather the Jordan defining the east border of the land. As we said earlier, we have to regard all the four borders together. Thankfully, the east border is pretty well defined, perhaps not quite so explicitly as the west, but it is defined, and if you read through the Scriptures I think you will find indications as to how the east border runs. Now in saying these things I am seeking to draw attention to their bearing on practical matters that come up amongst us, and thankfully Scripture and ministry help us in knowing the borders. 

When we come to the north and south borders they are not so easy to follow, but if we approach them by way of those that are easily followed, then we learn something which will help us to define the north and south borders. As you study the map you will see that they go to one place and down to another, and they finish elsewhere. This requires deeper exercise as to what is involved. Practical matters rise up constantly and we often find it difficult to define just what is to be done. What will help us? One thing that may help us is the development of spiritual judgment, or priestliness, if one could use that word, which we have learned by testing the two main borders. The more familiar we get with those two main borders—those two great principles of the outgoing of the glad tidings to all men, and yet respect to what is due to God in His house—the more you can define those two, the better furnished you will be to define these difficult questions as to the north and the south. Thank God, they are not long borders. In other words, they will not tax you too much, nevertheless they do tax us, and in a certain sense we learn by experience, and we learn by having, regard to those two main ones, in defining where our feet shall go, how far they shall go. 

There is a story, I suppose it is true, of a lady who wanted a coachman. She advertised the job and out of those who applied she selected three for interview. She said to the first one, ‘If we go around such and such a mountain, you know where the ground breaks away; how close to the edge do you think you could take the coach?’ He said, ‘Two feet’. She asked the second one the same question, how far he could venture towards the edge. He replied, ‘One foot’. 

Then she asked the third one the same question. He replied, ‘I would keep as far from the edge as I could’. And she said, ‘You have got the job’. 

Now that is not a bad way of approaching these questions; it is not how close you can go to evil, but how far away you can keep from it. It is not how near you can sail to the world, but how far you can keep out of it. These things are very testing, are they not? They test us in many practical matters. They test parents with their children as to what they should go to, and what they should be kept from. They affect us all in our relations to men and our relations to our brethren. We are very much tested by them. But the Lord would help us to learn; He would teach us. He would delineate matters for us. Probably if we studied them a little more carefully and learned how principles work out and how we are able still to work them out in 2 Timothy days, we would be more clear. I am sure the Lord would help us. As we said at the beginning, God Himself has defined the borders. They are not determined by my decision, but by God’s. 

I read those verses in Matthew to bring out the fact that when the Lord was here He had respect for the borders. That is a very touching thing. The Lord Jesus went up as far as the parts of Tyre and Sidon. Mr. Darby’s note is helpful. It says, ‘Not necessarily within the territory, but in that neighbourhood’. How skilfully and commendably the Lord moved here! This was the area from which the material came for the house which Solomon built. And the Lord no doubt thought of this when he went into that north corner of the country. He looked over the border; it does not look as if He actually went across it, according to Mr. Darby’s note, but He looked over it and He saw the sort of material that would be built into the assembly. He saw it in this woman. It is a most touching thing. It must have refreshed His heart as He saw it, but the main point I wanted to make is how the Lord here in manhood respected the border. Well, He is the great Model for us, the great Example for us. Do you not want to please Him? Yet you often find you want to please yourself too, and that is when the problem comes. We know in our hearts that we will never find satisfaction outside of Christ. He is the One to keep in affection before us. 

I just commend these simple thoughts to us, dear brethren, that we may be helped in the working out of our exercises; Let us keep within the borders. You can speak to anybody, whatever nationality he is; you can speak to anybody in the gospel. At the same time we always have to keep in mind what is due to the fellowship, and what God Himself has defined that might be difficult for us quite to apprehend, but you always have to move in God’s fear, I am sure the Lord would help us and I am sure He will strengthen every right desire. May we prove it to be so, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Address at Melbourne
7 April 1990
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Scripture references

Numbers 34:1-12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of Canaan, this shall be the land that shall fall to you for an inheritance, the land of Canaan according to the borders thereof. [3] Then your south side shall be from the wilderness of Zin alongside of Edom, and your southern border shall be from the end of the salt sea eastward; [4] and your border shall turn from the south of the ascent of Akrabbim, and pass on to Zin, and shall end southward at Kadesh-barnea, and shall go on to Hazar-Addar, and pass on to Azmon. [5] And the border shall turn from Azmon unto the torrent of Egypt, and shall end at the sea. [6] And as west border ye shall have the great sea, and [its] coast. This shall be your west border. [7] And this shall be your north border: from the great sea ye shall mark out for you mount Hor; [8] from mount Hor ye shall mark out the entrance to Hamath, and the end of the border shall be toward Zedad; [9] and the border shall go to Ziphron, and shall end at Hazar-enan. This shall be your north border. [10] And ye shall mark out for you as eastern border from Hazar-enan to Shepham: [11] and the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain; and the border shall descend, and shall strike upon the extremity of the sea of Chinnereth eastward; [12] and the border shall go down to the Jordan, and shall end at the salt sea. This shall be your land according to the borders thereof round about.

Matthew 15:21 (JND) [21] And Jesus, going forth from thence, went away into the parts of Tyre and Sidon;

Psalms 104:25 (JND) [25] Yonder is the great and wide sea: therein are moving things innumerable, living creatures small and great.

1 Corinthians 10:16 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ?

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …
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