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FELLOWSHIP AND THE LORD’S SUPPER

1 Corinthians 1: 1–3, 9; 7: 39; 10: 16–22; 11: 23–32

JW  I wondered if in this reading we could consider the fellowship and the Lord’s supper. In the beginning of the epistle Paul speaks of what is local in Corinth and also what is general, what is universal. The fellowship is both local and general, there is only one fellowship and we have been called into it, “God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”. That brings before us the dignity of the fellowship and “Jesus Christ our Lord” is the bond that we have with one another in the fellowship. I read the verse in chapter 7 because it brings out a principle that applies in the fellowship. In anything that is suggested for any partnership that we enter into, it must be “in the Lord”. That is in business or in the partnership of marriage it is “in the Lord”. We might enquire what is meant by that. I think it implies that both partners are in fellowship and both are governed by the Lord. And in chapter 10 we have the fellowship of the Lord’s death, Christ’s death, and that is the basis of our fellowship. The bearing of this chapter is not to give us the order of the Lord’s supper, which comes in chapter 11, but the bearing of the Lord’s supper on our everyday lives. The fellowship of Christ’s death, as we have been taught, is exclusive. The death of Christ has separated us from one order of things here, that our walk here should be consistent with that, and in fellowship we have the thought of a partnership, so that whatever we may do we involve those that we are in fellowship within it. The reference in this chapter to the Lord’s table is not exactly the Supper but it is the fellowship, it is the Lord’s table, it is His provision. So that it is a provision for us in the conditions in which we are and there is protection in it; we need it while we are here. 

When we come to chapter 11 we have the order of the Lord’s supper, and the Lord’s supper is in an assembly setting. Really every week the only true assembly occasion is the Lord’s supper. The Lord’s supper is the rallying point for the assembly, so that we come together in the light of the assembly. It brings before us in a distinct way the greatness of Christ’s love, and it is really for a remembrance of Him; it is not exactly a remembrance of His death, but it is a remembrance of Him, and the emblems before us speak to us of the greatness of His love. The other side is as to the eating and drinking; it is an announcement, it is a public announcement as to the death of the Lord. It is a reminder to all that the Lord died here. 

I think that first of all we would have to see that fellowship is both local and universal so that there is one standard. This epistle instructs as to order in the local assembly; that is to be the same universally. 

SRP  I think that it is a very encouraging thing. All the saints are in one body so all the saints must be governed by the Head of the one body, Christ Jesus. 

JW  What you say is right, and according to chapter 10 it states, “we being many, are one loaf, one body”. 

IMS  The apostle speaks of customs in chapter 11; it shows how far this idea of a standard goes. Mr. James Taylor used that scripture in relation to, for instance, care meeting procedures and administration. There is no allowance for local custom. 

JW  I think it is important to see that because otherwise it leads to independence. It brings you back to the thought of the one body that was referred to, it does not allow for any independence. And that reference “we have no such custom” (1 Corinthians 11: 16) follows the section dealing with headship in the public setting. What you say as to care meetings and such meetings is an important matter. That section also bears on the deportment of persons who belong to the assembly, bringing out the public position of headship and that brings out that Christ’s Head is God. There was a Man here who had God as His Head, and the Head of every man is Christ. It is the responsibility of every man to recognise Christ as his Head, and the woman’s head is the man. There are directions as to the woman, as to her hair, the long hair and the token. These are all customs and they are right customs. The thought of fellowship is universal and you come to this, that it is the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

DCB  Could you explain to us as simply as you can just what you mean by fellowship? 

JW  Well, it is a partnership. And it is a sharing of things together in that way, that we share things with one another. We have a bond together. The fact that “Jesus Christ our Lord” is brought in here is that we have a bond together. He is your Lord and He is my Lord, we have a bond together. 

DCB  I was thinking of the way in which the translator (in English anyway) uses the word communion or fellowship. It means much the same thing. The communion brings in the affections and the way in which there is a bonding together, and the way in which the whole thought is in mind in the fellowship. 

JW  I am sure what you say is right. It involves a bond together and that would be in affection. It involves too confidence in one another. If there is a lack of confidence then the practical effect of fellowship is reduced or nullified. 

LM  Eating together also signifies fellowship? 

JW  Is all eating together an expression of fellowship? I am asking the question. Certainly the Lord’s supper is an expression of fellowship. I think it is something we need to keep in our minds. I would like to enquire as to what the brethren feel about it; eating and fellowship. 

ST  (Reference to 2 Corinthians 6: 14–16)? 

JW  Well, it brings out the necessity for separation in our practical walk and ways here. So that separation is necessary to preserve the holy character of the fellowship. Without separation there can be no holiness; the fellowship is a holy fellowship. 

IMS  Holiness would help us define the thing in each instance. Paul speaks about “not altogether” in 1 Corinthians 5: 10 does he not? Not altogether to mix with them “since then ye should go out of the world”. So that priestliness in us will guide us as to the details. 

JW  Yes, I am sure of it. So that what you say as to what is priestly, how would that govern us in a practical way? 

IMS  Would the first thing be to think for God? And holiness would govern us in that. 

JW  I am sure that is right. It says in 1 Corinthians 10: 31, “whatever ye do, do all things to God’s glory” So that the question that was raised as to eating, it is a question of what I do and who I eat with, whether I can do it to God’s glory. 

IMS  And, would you say, whether we could take the saints with us in it; that is this question of fellowship is it not? 

JW  That is an important thing to keep in mind, because we have obligations in the fellowship, obligations to the Lord and obligations to one another, because I involve all the saints I am in fellowship with in what I do. 

DCB  We are to do things in the name of the Lord Jesus, it is this question of what the Lord is to us, even in such a simple thing as to who we eat with. 

JW  I think we apply this simple test to it. Can I do this in the name of the Lord Jesus? Can His name be attached to it and is it to God’s glory? We are not laying down rules, these are principles that govern the fellowship. If we lay down rules then it is going to prohibit priestly exercise in what we are doing. 

SRP  As being the temple we are a dwelling place for God and we must adore Him in holiness only; if we link ourselves with the world, how can we adore because the worldly things are attaching us to this scene and unholiness and corruption. Our priestly service is very, very essential. We must take care why we are linking with the world, we must be careful. 

JW  I think what has come up as to holiness is an essential thing. In this epistle we have the temple in a collective sense, and holiness is implied in that. Then he refers to the temple of our body being holy. So in what I do with my body, and where I take it, I have to remember that it is the temple of the Holy Spirit. So this is underlying the thought of maintaining the fellowship in a holy way. 

DCB  1 Corinthians 3: 17, “If any one corrupt the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, and such are ye”. It is a collective matter, whereas in 1 Corinthians 6: 19, “Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?”, and that is each one of us individually. 

JW  That is right. Has anyone else got any questions to say on this before we move on? 

IMS  2 Corinthians 6 has been already referred to, and following that it speaks of perfecting holiness, so that we would continually be exercised to be “perfecting holiness in God’s fear”, 2 Corinthians 7: 1. 

JW  I think that would mean practically that we would become more and more sensitive. The more we know the divine presence, the more sensitive we become. 

PSA  You mentioned the two tests in relation to matters which arise but there is also the other side of it. Perhaps if we have entered into something that is not according to the divine mind, what is pleasurable to God, then communion is interrupted. So that is the other aspect is to reflect back upon actions we may have done and then see how it has affected communion with God. Would that help us do you think? 

JW  So what do we do, when something comes in to interrupt communion? 

PSA  Well, we need to identify what has caused the interruption and then we need to judge it, and ask for forgiveness in relation to it in the presence of the Lord, and then seek help from the Holy Spirit that I might be protected from it in the future. 

JW  What you say is right, if communion is interrupted then we have been defiled in some way. Well we have to judge that and also have a wash. I do not know whether we understand sufficiently the bearing of the water in the death of Christ. The blood has to do with our guilt and that is covered, but the water has to do with our state. As to a certain action that we may have done that has interrupted communion, what lies behind that is our state. So that not only our guilt, but our whole state has been met in the death of Christ, so in the light of the death of Christ I have to judge my state, and review my actions and that will restore communion. 

PSA  Is it important to see that what is individual underlies what is collective? 

JW  Well I think that is vital. So that what I am and where I am individually affects the state of the whole company. 

SaRP  Could you please explain 1 Corinthians 11: 27? 

JW  Well if we take that verse as a whole we have to take account of what the loaf and the cup represent. Those emblems bring before us the death of Christ so we have to recognise that what is on the table in that sense represents the body and the blood of Christ. So what we are partaking of is a very holy matter. That would raise the exercise with us as to whether I am really in a suited state to partake of such a holy occasion. The matter of proving ourselves comes into this chapter, does it not, before we eat? So the proving ourselves, I think, is that we conduct a review, we are before the Lord, before we partake of the Supper. We are really free with the Lord, that there is nothing hindering us in our relations with the Lord. 

SaRP  With reference to Titus 1: 12–16; 2: 1–5 we must be like that, practically. 

JW  You mean we come to a judgment of those things. Well, we really come to the Supper as self-judged persons. Mr. Raven said that he found it a full-time job judging himself, and enjoying God’s love. There is a positive side to it, that we are really enjoying our relationships with divine Persons, and then we can enjoy our relations together with our brethren in fellowship. 

PM  We see that divine Persons are jealous that we should enjoy the love, and be free to do so by judging ourselves. 

JW  Certainly they are and that would work out in love for divine Persons and love for one another. 

DCB  I was thinking back to have another look at the thought of eating. It does actually give us a very good 

symbol of the formal side of fellowship. We are called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, we are really feasting upon Him together, and then each of these references to fellowship would give something for us to feast upon. 

JW  I am sure that is right. It would be necessary for us to look at the side of what is negative and what it excludes, but we also want to keep before us what it includes and what we enjoy together in a positive way. We need both sides otherwise we get unbalanced. There are a lot of positive things to be enjoyed in the fellowship. We could not have a greater privilege together than to partake of the Lord’s supper. That is the greatest privilege we have and then what follows that in the service of God. 

PSA  That balance that you refer to is brought out in Revelation 22: 14, “Blessed are they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city”. 

JW  It is “they that wash their robes”, not ‘have washed them.’ I mean, it is an important thing when a person asks to break bread. Are they washing their robes? But it applies to each one of us. Are we washing our robes? What a great privilege it is to have a right to the tree of life. The right is based on washing our robes. What a blessed right to take up, to partake of the tree of life; it is Christ in His own setting, the Tree of Life. 

DCB  Perhaps you could explain what you mean by ‘washing their robes’? 

JW  I believe it involves that we keep our associations pure and right. Associations must involve, of course, the kind of persons we associate with. I think our robes involve what characterises us. What characterises me are not the features of the world. This is the bearing of the application of the water upon me so that nothing of the world marks me. 

DCB  I think what you are saying helps greatly. Thinking of the water aspect of the death of Christ, we could say that it is a test as well of what we do, as in Galatians 6: 14 where Paul says, “But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world”. The death of Christ is what makes the difference, the distinction between the believer and the world, but we need to keep to that. 

JW  What you say is important. It is not only that it separates me positionally from the world; it does do that, but it separates me morally from it. There was no feature of the world marking Paul was there? In his ways and habits, he was crucified to the world and the world to him. I think sometimes we may rest in an outward position which is, of course, right but we need to be separate from the world in that way. That needs to be carefully watched and maintained. When the children of Israel crossed the Jordan and they faced the exercises as to Gilgal, the reproach of Egypt was rolled away. It was one thing to get the children of Israel out of Egypt but it was another thing to get Egypt out of them! 

SaRP  (a reference to Revelation 22: 14 and Psalm 51: 7) 

JW  David goes deep in his exercises in this psalm does he not? “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow”. Well, these are important exercises to go through if sin comes in. I just wondered if we could say something about “in the Lord”. What do we understand by it? 

SRP  The Lord must be my Head. I must be governed by the Lord. It means we are in the thing but we are in the body and the body is governed by the Head. 

RRP  We are like the different organs of the body but we are governed by the Head, and so we must all be governed by the Head, Jesus Christ, so we must be maintained in what we are doing by the Head 

JW  I think what is emphasised here is “the Lord”. 

LM  Is it what Paul says, ‘it is not I, but Christ’? Is that “in the Lord”? 

SRP  The Head of the body governs us. I want to do something that I am thinking in my mind, and there are many controlling centres in the brain controlling different activities, so if my Head is the Lord Jesus Christ then He controls me in all the things in life and that means that I am “in the Lord”. 

JW  You are taking us on to Colossians but we are in Corinthians. 

SaRP  What I am understanding of “in the Lord” is that my vessel must be very clean and very holy and in that state only I can break bread. ST  Reference to Ephesians 2: 10. 

JW  I think what we are saying is what God has in mind for us to reach but I think this basic matter is “in the Lord”, it is something that governs us while we are here. It does not exactly bear on our heavenly relationships, although the more we are in the gain and joy of our heavenly relationships the more we will fill out our place here. But to have a partnership “in the Lord” means first of all that both partners are in fellowship, whether it is a business partnership or a marriage partnership and more than that, that both partners are governed by the Lord. In considering marriage, which is one of the most important partnerships that anyone can take up here, that we are governed by the Lord in what we are doing. Now, what would the brethren say about that? 

MSP  1 Corinthians 7: 39 does that say that the brother or sister must be in fellowship? 

JW  Yes it does, that is the point of it. 

DCB  Could you say that every believer is “in Christ” but that does not mean that they are “in the Lord”; they are only “in the Lord” if they are subject to the Lord? 

JW  Yes, that is right. I think it is important to see that, it is “in the Lord”, that is what governs it in our relationships here. It means that we are really having fellowship together as “in the Lord”. I mean, we cannot practically have fellowship with every believer, and this is a current matter because it is quite clear from scripture that a believer cannot, should not, marry an unbeliever; but sometimes we say ‘they are Christians’. The exercise that is raised is, can I have a partnership with them “in the Lord”? That is we are governed by the same Lord, and if we are, then we would be in fellowship together.

PSA  Does it help us to see that the fellowship is living, it is a living organism, it is in life? So anyone who is not in that fellowship is not in that life. So that something that is in life is not attractive to something that is dead. So we would be looking for something of the same order or character of life. 

LM  If there is life there is increase also. 

JW  Life and spirituality go together and Paul says elsewhere, “have we not a right to take around a sister as wife ...?”, 1 Corinthians 9: 5. That would mean that you have a spiritual link with that person as a sister. Marriage is a most intimate relationship and you want to share the most precious things together in that relationship. 

SaRP  (Question regarding Indian localities—if our children have not another spiritual partner in that case what we have to do?) 

JW  Well, the Lord takes account of us in our circumstances and conditions in which we are. It may be that it were better for them not to marry, but then the Lord takes account of us and the Lord can provide if we take it up in exercise before the Lord. When Abraham selected a wife for Isaac in Genesis 24, she had already been provided in Genesis 22: 23. 

IMS  The daughters of Zelophehad claimed their part of the inheritance but they all married. God came in for them. The daughters of Zelophehad claimed their inheritance but the Lord also provided them with husbands. 

PSA  There is also one aspect that we should mention as being part of the fellowship, that we are not unaware of these issues and we do pray for you in relation to it. 

Reading at Anand, India
13 December 2008 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 1:1-9 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [4] I thank my God always about you, in respect of the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus; [5] that in everything ye have been enriched in him, in all word [of doctrine], and all knowledge, [6] (according as the testimony of the Christ has been confirmed in you,) [7] so that ye come short in no gift, awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ; [8] who shall also confirm you to [the] end, unimpeachable in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 7:39 (JND) [39] A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the husband be fallen asleep, she is free to be married to whom she will, only in [the] Lord.

1 Corinthians 10:16-22 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf. [18] See Israel according to flesh: are not they who eat the sacrifices in communion with the altar? [19] What then do I say? that what is sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? [20] But that what [the nations] sacrifice they sacrifice to demons, and not to God. Now I do not wish you to be in communion with demons. [21] Ye cannot drink [the] Lord's cup, and [the] cup of demons: ye cannot partake of [the] Lord's table, and of [the] table of demons. [22] Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

1 Corinthians 11:23-32 (JND) [23] For *I* received from the Lord, that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, in the night in which he was delivered up, took bread, [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me. [25] In like manner also the cup, after having supped, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood: this do, as often as ye shall drink [it], in remembrance of me. [26] For as often as ye shall eat this bread, and drink the cup, ye announce the death of the Lord, until he come. [27] So that whosoever shall eat the bread, or drink the cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty in respect of the body and of the blood of the Lord. [28] But let a man prove himself, and thus eat of the bread, and drink of the cup. [29] For [the] eater and drinker eats and drinks judgment to himself, not distinguishing the body. [30] On this account many among you [are] weak and infirm, and a good many are fallen asleep. [31] But if we judged ourselves, so were we not judged. [32] But being judged, we are disciplined of [the] Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.

1 Corinthians 11:16 (JND) [16] But if any one think to be contentious, *we* have no such custom, nor the assemblies of God.

2 Corinthians 6:14-16 (JND) [14] Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers; for what participation [is there] between righteousness and lawlessness? or what fellowship of light with darkness? [15] and what consent of Christ with Beliar, or what part for a believer along with an unbeliever? [16] and what agreement of God's temple with idols? for *ye* are [the] living God's temple; according as God has said, I will dwell among them, and walk among [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people.

1 Corinthians 5:10 (JND) [10] not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the avaricious and rapacious, or idolaters, since [then] ye should go out of the world.

1 Corinthians 10:31 (JND) [31] Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do all things to God's glory.

1 Corinthians 3:17 (JND) [17] If any one corrupt the temple of God, *him* shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, and such are *ye*.

1 Corinthians 6:19 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own?

2 Corinthians 6 (JND) [1] But [as] fellow-workmen, we also beseech that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:) [3] giving no manner of offence in anything, that the ministry be not blamed; …

2 Corinthians 7:1 (JND) [1] Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in God's fear.

1 Corinthians 11:27 (JND) [27] So that whosoever shall eat the bread, or drink the cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty in respect of the body and of the blood of the Lord.

Titus 1:12-16 (JND) [12] One of themselves, a prophet of their own, has said, Cretans are always liars, evil wild beasts, lazy gluttons. [13] This testimony is true; for which cause rebuke them severely, that they may be sound in the faith, [14] not turning [their] minds to Jewish fables and commandments of men turning away from the truth. [15] All things [are] pure to the pure; but to the defiled and unbelieving nothing [is] pure; but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. [16] They profess to know God, but in works deny [him], being abominable, and disobedient, and found worthless as to every good work.

Titus 2:1-5 (JND) [1] But do *thou* speak the things that become sound teaching; [2] that the elder men be sober, grave, discreet, sound in faith, in love, in patience; [3] that the elder women in like manner be in deportment as becoming those who have to say to sacred things, not slanderers, not enslaved to much wine, teachers of what is right; [4] that they may admonish the young women to be attached to [their] husbands, to be attached to [their] children, [5] discreet, chaste, diligent in home work, good, subject to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be evil spoken of.

Revelation 22:14 (JND) [14] Blessed [are] they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city.

Galatians 6:14 (JND) [14] But far be it from me to boast save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom [the] world is crucified to me, and I to the world.

Revelation 22:14 (JND) [14] Blessed [are] they that wash their robes, that they may have right to the tree of life, and that they should go in by the gates into the city.

Psalms 51:7 (JND) [7] Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

Ephesians 2:10 (JND) [10] For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them.

1 Corinthians 7:39 (JND) [39] A wife is bound for whatever time her husband lives; but if the husband be fallen asleep, she is free to be married to whom she will, only in [the] Lord.

1 Corinthians 9:5 (JND) [5] have we not a right to take round a sister [as] wife, as also the other apostles, and the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas?

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 22:23 (JND) [23] (And Bethuel begot Rebecca.) These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother.



ASSEMBLY CHARACTERISTICS

R. D. Plant 

Acts 27: 37–44; Genesis 24: 17–21, 67; Acts 2: 37–47; 9: 10–17; Proverbs 31: 10–29

As thinking about this service, someone reminded me of an expression that we used to hear frequently but not so much today, and that is the importance of being ‘heavenly minded’. We need to be careful with our expressions in a broken day as to the assembly, but it has led me to speak as to the importance of assembly characteristics. 

I think, beloved brethren, ours is a day in which assembly characteristics are to be seen. Publicly the church as a whole cannot be seen. It was here when the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, when the assembly was inaugurated upon the earth, and for that brief time, there was a wonderful demonstration here of what was in that vessel. Almost we may say what God was doing in those days was irresistible, and you can read in the Acts the account of it. Even where we read it refers to a day in which three thousand souls were added to the assembly. I am not sure what we would do in Grangemouth, or Birmingham, or Kirkcaldy if that happened today. Ruin and breakdown, breakdown publicly came in very quickly as man’s mind operated, and as far as I can see from scripture, it was never intended by God that it would ever be set up publicly again. That is not to say that the assembly in character is not here, because God does not give up His thoughts. But publicly the thing came to ruin through the activities of men, and man’s mind. The fact that features of it are still here, what is for Christ’s heart, manifest in the fact that in the end the Spirit and the bride will say come (Revelation 22: 17). I suppose the Spirit and bride were in unison at the beginning of the Acts, and that characteristic will be there at the end, it says the Spirit and the bride will say, Come. But it is a matter of great sorrow that the public expression of the assembly very quickly fell into ruin as man’s mind worked in relation to it. 

This chapter in Acts is a very graphic illustration of the breakup of the church publicly. I can only touch briefly upon the details, but you find very quickly in the voyage of this ship carrying Paul to Rome as a prisoner, that difficulties soon came in as they did in the early assembly. The enemy began to operate quickly. Persecutions and scattering took place, and you find the account of all these things in the Acts, as the enemy began his relentless activity to destroy every feature of that vessel that was here for Christ, and formed by the Holy Spirit. The winds here were contrary (Acts 27: 4). You will see the contrary winds if you read the beginning of Acts, and you will see the way the enemy began to blow upon things publicly, and how quickly as things came in, it began to erode what was so publicly precious to Christ. And then you find that they set sail and various things happened and they decided to winter in a harbour, Phoenice, that faced in two directions (Acts 27: 12). How quickly that came into the church. I only say these things as a background to things that I want to touch upon, and to show how ruin came in and how easily these things can still affect us, because the enemy does not change his tactics, he uses the same tactics. The port of Phoenice was apparently one, according to the scriptures, which faced in two directions; and how quickly what came in, in the church publicly, began to face in two directions. The church is connected with what is heavenly, but how quickly under the hands of men it started to look in two directions; it started to look also to the world in which Christ was crucified. 

You will find all these things in the chapter and they all contributed to the eventual loss of the ship. From that point on they were unable to bring the head of the ship to the wind (Acts 27: 15). You will find, beloved, that if you start to face in two directions you will be unable to bring yourself to face in the right direction, the right point of the compass, you will not be able to do it. Beloved young people here, if you begin to look in two directions in your Christian life, you will very quickly find that you will not be able to steer straight. You will find that things pull you in this direction, and in that direction, and it says they could not bring the ship’s head to the wind. Then it says that they used helps and various things to try and keep the ship together, and they put ropes round the ship. You will find in the early church that they used every kind of human effort, the different creeds the different divisions in Christendom and so on, in an attempt to hold the thing together, but it was all in vain. Then comes that moment in this chapter where it says they threw the cargo overboard (Acts 27: 18). What a sad thing it was when the church publicly discarded the truth of what was heavenly. I say these things because I think the enemy uses the same stratagems today. One of the things that he is most set upon at the present time is to throw overboard the truth of what is heavenly. 

From that point on the voyage proceeds, and no sun or moon or stars were appearing, the furniture was thrown overboard with their own hands. I will say this for the young people here that you can find in Scripture, even these historical references, some prophetic help as to what has happened. All thought of church order was thrown away. You may think that is not such an important thing, but order is one of the things that came in the assembly early, as you can see in the early chapters of the Acts; order is something that is a right thing among the people of God. I trust that we all accept that, as it is a very important thing for all of us, that order is maintained among God’s people. From that point it seems that all hope of them being saved was lost, and Paul intervenes, and says that the God whose he was and whom he served had spoken to him through an angel that there was to be no loss at all of life, only of the ship. There is something very precious here beloved, because what was vital was to be preserved and I think that is something to hold on to in our day, because although the ship was destroyed, and similarly the outward order of the church cannot be found today in its fulness, and as far as I can see in God’s ordering neither will it appear again as it was; but what was vital has been preserved. There should be no loss at all of life, only of the ship. 

We read here the record of how it broke up on the rocks and so on, as it says, “And falling into a place where two seas met they ran the ship aground, and the prow having stuck itself fast remained unmoved”. Oh beloved brethren, there is so much presumption in the church is there not? and so much show in relation to a public order, and there is so little body and substance behind it. The prow it says, “having stuck itself fast remained unmoved”. Can we be unmoved by the way that what is so precious to Christ’s heart has been so broken by the workings of man’s will? Does it move your soul, as to the breakup in Christendom, including the breakup among brethren? It does me. One of the blessed joys we have had recently is that we have had the joy of having some of our brethren available to us again; that is a very precious thing to all here I believe, but there are so many more beloved brethren, the prow remained unmoved, but what was vital got out of the ship and they got to the land. Some could swim, some on boards, and some on some of the things that came from the ship and so it says that “all got safe to land”. 

I would like to just touch on what I think is “some of the things that came from the ship”, because what I wanted to speak of was assembly characteristics—features that belong to the vessel which is for Christ’s heart and still here. Every believer on the Lord Jesus who has the Spirit, forms part of the assembly, and that is something to hold to as well, and the Lord knows each one of them. But the thing is so broken that we can never see it even in a place in its fulness, but what we love to see are the characteristics of that vessel that was for Christ’s heart, still in evidence here as I believe what is vital remains. 

I read that scripture in Genesis 24 which is so typical of the bride being brought to Christ. It is a very interesting section of Scripture. I hope we all, especially the young, are attracted to reading the Scriptures and seeing how God has woven into them lessons and words and prophetic writings for our help in these days in which we are. You stand back from the detail of the Scriptures for a moment and you see patterns. Genesis has been called the seed plot of the Bible. In chapter 22 of Genesis, you get the reference to Isaac being taken up, which is a type of Christ risen, and in chapter 23 you get Sarah’s death, that is the death of Israel, I believe, in chapter 24 you get the church called out, and in chapter 25 you get relations with Israel resumed again. That covers a vast scope of time, but there it all is and this whole chapter is given up to the calling out of the church for Christ. It is a chapter that always yields. This is not about my initial conversion, this is not about what is for me, this chapter is about what is for Christ. The assembly is not about what is for me, but about what is for Christ. 

We know the background to this, that Abraham sends his servant that he might find a wife for his son Isaac. And there were two requirements, at least two; one was that she was to be of his lineage, she was to be kin with Isaac, and the second was that she was to move to the place where Isaac was, two features of the assembly, two characteristics. One is that she was of the same lineage, the same family as Isaac, and the second was, as it is so graphically put, “Beware that thou bring not my son thither again” (Genesis 24: 6). 

Think of the feelings of God that entered into that, beloved brethren, typically as knowing what it was to see His beloved Son as the One who has been here and lived here and died here and now having received Him in resurrection. He says, “Beware that thou bring not my son thither again”. Christ is not to come here, the bride is to go to Christ, that is an assembly feature. The assembly will always have that aspect, always have a heavenly aspect, it is not an earthly one. And the assembly is not exactly here for men, the assembly is here for Christ. These are assembly features, assembly characteristics, let them be maintained among God’s people. 

So we know the detail of how the servant came with his camels and waited beside the well and the women came out to draw water and he spoke to Jehovah. I love to think of the words of the servant, typical of the Holy Spirit, here by the well of water, “And let it come to pass, that the maiden to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink, and who will say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also, be she whom thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and hereby I shall know that thou hast dealt kindly with my master” (Genesis 24: 14). He was looking for something that not only would meet his request for refreshment but would go further. And one of the assembly characteristics I am speaking of, I would suggest to the brethren, is that the assembly is marked by the feature of excess; excess in the sense that she goes beyond the requirement of the day; it is a feature that marked the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It says of the ark of God in the wilderness, when there was a suggestion that a man of the wilderness could be the guide for the people, it says “the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days’ journey, to search out a resting-place for them”, Numbers 10: 33. The ark, according to the divine prescription, was to travel in the midst of the camp when the camp was lifted and they were to travel across the wilderness. But when there was that suggestion that a man of the desert should lead them across the wilderness, it says the ark went forward itself to lead the way. What a wonderful thing beloved, that the Lord Jesus Christ has gone beyond prescription, in the words of one who has helped us, beyond what could be expected, that He might find a resting place for them. We are here today because that is the way Jesus has gone, and I think that feature is also seen in the assembly. 

Rebecca “hasted and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again to the well to draw water; and she drew for all his camels. And the man was astonished at her, remaining silent, to know whether Jehovah had made his journey prosperous or not”. Think of a divine Person typically astonished at what He found in a creature vessel. She was of Isaac’s lineage, his family, but more than that she was marked by character, assembly character, and I think that is an important thing today. Beloved young people too, when you look around with a view to marriage, look not only for those who are of the same kin, the family of faith as you have in this chapter, but take note that the servant here, typical of the Holy Spirit was looking for something additional. He was looking for the character of the assembly. Here that came to light in the feature of excess that would take on the hard work, that would take on the hard struggle of drawing for these camels, that would draw water from the well, that would provide, and continue to provide until the camels had drunk enough; that is an assembly feature beloved. Oh ever let us be preserved in these things, let it be one of the characteristics that marks the people of God that they are ready to draw, to draw and to draw again until all that is needed in relation to this wilderness way is completed. 

I read in the Acts chapter 2 where you get the establishment of the assembly; the Holy Spirit came and you have this company coming to light here. I think there are beautiful lessons that we learn in early Acts, the pentecostal assembly. You do not exactly get what is final here, there is very little about the pentecostal assembly that relates to the divine service for instance, there is very little of what comes out later in the apostle Paul’s teaching and instruction as to the assembly. The aspect of the assembly in the Acts is largely the kingdom, and at the end of the Acts Paul is still “preaching the kingdom of God” (Acts 28: 31). But nevertheless in what came out at the beginning are features that we should take note of. These persons came together, and they were marked by repentance, baptism, remission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. These were some of the essential things that marked the character of the assembly. 

Then it says later “they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers”. I would suggest to the brethren that if there is to be assembly character these things will all be included in it. Not only that we know what it is to be convicted as to our condition, not only that we prove the blessing of that, but repentance and baptism are features that would mark persons of assembly character. Is it possible that the truth of baptism sometimes might slip with us? I think baptism is a vital thing. It involves what is public and it is connected with salvation, not in the sense of soul salvation, but certainly salvation in relation to the present day. And then it says remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit, all these things form the basis of this company that comes to light in the Acts, and then it says “they persevered”; I like that word, “they persevered”. You may well say that perseverance we associate with a broken day, we associate it with days like Nehemiah when they persevered amongst difficult things; but they persevered at the beginning and they persevered in the teaching of the apostles. It would mean they did not give it up, despite the pressures we spoke about, despite the contrary winds that were blowing and have been blowing ever since, they persevered in the apostles’ teaching. 

What was the apostles’ teaching? It certainly included the truth of the Lord Jesus as Peter speaks of earlier “a man borne witness to by God” (Acts 2: 22), that was part of the apostles’ teaching. And then he speaks as to Him being given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, and His death at the hands of men. He was raised again by God, and so you can go on through all these great truths right on to where it says, “that God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ”. Read those things in Peter’s address, I think it is part of the apostles’ teaching, and they persevered in it. I think an assembly characteristic is it does not give up basic truth, it does not give up the truth as to the Lord Jesus Christ. It holds every truth as to the Lord Jesus, not just some of them. Whatever the day may be, whatever the scientific findings of the day, whatever the words that come from the clerical side of things, one characteristic feature of the assembly is that it does not give up the teaching as to Christ. It does not give up as to the fact that a Man was here who was attested to by God; it does not give up the fact that He was given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, into the hands of men by whom He was crucified and slain; it never gives up the truth of His resurrection; it never gives up the coming of the Holy Spirit; and it never gives up the fact that this Jesus whom God has raised up, He has made Him Lord and Christ. I think that is the great part of the apostles’ doctrine. 

Now when you come to Paul the thing develops. The pentecostal assembly, I suppose we could say, was not the full thought in detail of what was in the divine mind, but we do need to say at this time in which we are that we need to persevere in the truth. Then it speaks about breaking bread, and if there are assembly characteristics, I think that would be where there is the breaking of bread; it almost stands like one of the bulwarks of the truth here in this day; the breaking of bread. I think we need to be reinforced in the preciousness of this at the present time, and then it says, “and prayers”. Why did they pray? I think they were always dependent. I think we are always dependent; we always need help and we always need to join in, in prayer and praise to God; it is an assembly feature. 

I go on to Saul of Tarsus and his reception in Acts 9. We have often thought of Saul and the kind of man he was, one of the greatest men of his age, the protégé of the Jewish establishment. He was possibly the greatest tool in the hand of the enemy there had ever been. And God intervenes as we know on the road to Damascus, and beautiful as that is we cannot go into that today. But the Lord speaks to him and says, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”, but further than that He says, “enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”. It is a very interesting thing that there was something in the city which was for God. There was something there that He could rely upon. I think you could say in embryo at least in Acts 9 that Rebecca was in Sarah’s tent. There was something there. I think the assembly was available and is to be kept available in relation to reflecting God. The reflection of what God is, the reflection of what the Lord is, in the days in which we are is an assembly characteristic. Ananias was very tested by it. He says, “I have heard from many concerning this man”. He knew what he was like, how he had rampaged through the whole area. Paul had letters of authority (and men love letters of authority even in this day) from the chief priests to pursue those who were “of the way” in Damascus. He himself shut up in prisons many of the saints, and when they were put to death, Paul says, “I gave my vote”, Acts 26: 10. This was the man that Ananias said he had heard from many and the evil he had done. You may say a more unlikely man than Saul of Tarsus could never have been, and yet the Lord Jesus says to Ananias, “Go, for this man is an elect vessel to me”. I love the way that Ananias is quickly adjusted. It is interesting that this fact that he had to be adjusted is shown here in scripture. The Lord adjusts him and he goes to Saul of Tarsus and he says, “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me”. Ever let us, beloved brethren, reflect the blessed God in what we have to do. That is an assembly characteristic. It is very easy for me to try to impose my thoughts and my will, but here Ananias was quickly adjusted, he says “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me”. I would like to be available like that, I think it is an assembly characteristic. The assembly is marked by the spirit of receptiveness of all that is in connection with what God is doing. 

Now I just read in Proverbs but I did not intend to speak much at all as to it, because it carries its own credentials; the woman of worth. You get two prophecies at the end of Proverbs. We have been taught that chapter 30 is one prophecy and chapter 31 is another. Chapter 30 of Proverbs gives us a prophecy about the world, and the way that the world is set up and the way that it works; things which disquiet the earth, things which are wise on the earth, things which are too wonderful, it speaks about the leech and a generation that curses. But we have been taught also that chapter 31 is a prophecy that picks up this wonderful mystery that, even amidst the conditions of chapter 30, there is something which is here for Christ. And it begins with this verse, “Who can find a woman of worth?”. One of the joys we may say of the present day is that we can move with the Spirit’s help in the characteristics that mark the assembly for Christ. 

Let us always remember that the assembly is here for Christ. Everything that the assembly does is for Christ, everything that she puts her hand to is for Christ, every thought is for Him. You can read these things, “Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life”. I do not go through the details, you can go through them yourself, but there are some very precious thoughts in it. I think it speaks of assembly characteristics in a broken and ruined day. May these characteristics remain beloved, and may we know what it is to identify them, and may we know what it is to be in that spirit that is for Christ at the present time, until that moment when the church will emerge from its public ruin into its glory, and the world will go from its glory to its ruin, when the Spirit and the bride say, “Come”. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
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Scripture references

Acts 27:37-44 (JND) [37] And we were in the ship, all the souls, two hundred and seventy-six. [38] And having satisfied themselves with food, they lightened the ship, casting out the wheat into the sea. [39] And when it was day they did not recognise the land; but they perceived a certain bay having a strand, on which they were minded, if they should be able, to run the ship ashore; [40] and, having cast off the anchors, they left [them] in the sea, at the same time loosening the lashings of the rudders, and hoisting the foresail to the wind, they made for the strand. [41] And falling into a place where two seas met they ran the ship aground, and the prow having stuck itself fast remained unmoved, but the stern was broken by the force of the waves. [42] And [the] counsel of the soldiers was that they should kill the prisoners, lest any one should swim off and escape. [43] But the centurion, desirous of saving Paul, hindered them of their purpose, and commanded those who were able to swim, casting themselves first [into the sea], to get out on land; [44] and the rest, some on boards, some on some of the things [that came] from the ship; and thus it came to pass that all got safe to land.

Genesis 24:17-67 (JND) [17] And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, sip a little water out of thy pitcher. [18] And she said, Drink, my lord! And she hasted and let down her pitcher on her hand, and gave him to drink. [19] And when she had given him enough to drink, she said, I will draw [water] for thy camels also, until they have drunk enough. [20] And she hasted and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again to the well to draw [water]; and she drew for all his camels. [21] And the man was astonished at her, remaining silent, to know whether Jehovah had made his journey prosperous or not. [22] And it came to pass when the camels had drunk enough, that the man took a gold ring, of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, ten [shekels] weight of gold, [23] and said, Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray thee. Is there room [in] thy father's house for us to lodge? [24] And she said to him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor. [25] And she said to him, There is straw, and also much provender with us; also room to lodge. [26] And the man stooped, and bowed down before Jehovah, [27] and said, Blessed be Jehovah, God of my master Abraham, who has not withdrawn his loving-kindness and his faithfulness from my master; I being in the way, Jehovah has led me to the house of my master's brethren. [28] And the maiden ran and told these things to her mother's house. …

Acts 2:37-47 (JND) [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [39] For to you is the promise and to your children, and to all who [are] afar off, as many as [the] Lord our God may call. [40] And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, Be saved from this perverse generation. [41] Those then who had accepted his word were baptised; and there were added in that day about three thousand souls. [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers. [43] And fear was upon every soul, and many wonders and signs took place through the apostles' means. [44] And all that believed were together, and had all things common, [45] and sold their possessions and substance, and distributed them to all, according as any one might have need. [46] And every day, being constantly in the temple with one accord, and breaking bread in [the] house, they received their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, [47] praising God, and having favour with all the people; and the Lord added [to the assembly] daily those that were to be saved.

Acts 9:10-17 (JND) [10] And there was a certain disciple in Damascus by name Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, [here am] I, Lord. [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying, [12] and has seen [in a vision] a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see. [13] And Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many concerning this man how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; [14] and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name. [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel: [16] for *I* will shew to him how much he must suffer for my name. [17] And Ananias went and entered into the house; and laying his hands upon him he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with [the] Holy Spirit.

Proverbs 31:10-29 (JND) [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. [11] The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. [12] She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. [13] She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. [14] She is like the merchants' ships: she bringeth her food from afar; [15] And she riseth while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and the day's work to her maidens. [16] She considereth a field, and acquireth it; of the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. [17] She girdeth her loins with strength, and maketh strong her arms. [18] She perceiveth that her earning is good; her lamp goeth not out by night. [19] She putteth her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. [20] She stretcheth out her hand to the afflicted, and she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. [21] She is not afraid of the snow for her household; for all her household are clothed with scarlet. …

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Acts 27:4 (JND) [4] And setting sail thence we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds were contrary.

Acts 27:12 (JND) [12] And the harbour being ill adapted to winter in, the most counselled to set sail thence, if perhaps they might reach Phoenice to winter in, a port of Crete looking north-east and south-east.

Acts 27:15 (JND) [15] And the ship being caught and driven, and not able to bring her head to the wind, letting her go we were driven [before it].

Acts 27:18 (JND) [18] But the storm being extremely violent on us, on the next day they threw cargo overboard,

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 24:6 (JND) [6] And Abraham said to him, Beware that thou bring not my son thither again.

Genesis 24:14 (JND) [14] And let it come to pass, [that] the maiden to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink, and who will say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also, be she whom thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and hereby I shall know that thou hast dealt kindly with my master.

Numbers 10:33 (JND) [33] And they set forward from the mountain of Jehovah [and went] three days' journey; and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days' journey, to search out a resting-place for them.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 28:31 (JND) [31] preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching the things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ, with all freedom unhinderedly.

Acts 2:22 (JND) [22] Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus the Nazaraean, a man borne witness to by God to you by works of power and wonders and signs, which God wrought by him in your midst, as yourselves know

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 26:10 (JND) [10] Which also I did in Jerusalem, and myself shut up in prisons many of the saints, having received the authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death I gave my vote.



EXTRACTS

It is an important matter to have things certified by experience. John himself says, later, “we know that the Son of God has come”, it was a fixed matter in their knowledge; and not only has He come, but He “has given us an understanding that we should know him that is true”. We know Him as true—another feature of our Lord that is to enter into service. He is the true one; and John says, “we are in him that is true, in his Son Jesus Christ”—and then he finishes with this, “He is the true God and eternal life”, 1 John 5: 20. How much is condensed into that statement! but it is a statement of fixed knowledge amongst the saints. So here Peter says, “... we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”. The element of holiness is to be henceforward amongst the saints. The nominal service of God has become a very wide matter; the apostle Paul says, “For if ye should have ten thousand instructors …”— and there are as many and even more in Christendom now. “Ten thousand instructors in Christ”! but then it is a question of the quality of the instruction—whether the element of holiness enters into their service. 

Peter, alluding to the twelve, said, “we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”. At no time henceforth when Peter stood up to serve, would he forget that. The Spirit of God would secure him in relation to that. He had already confessed Jesus to be “the Christ, the Son of the living God”. He had it by revelation—he had the truth of the Lord’s Person in a unique way; but he held it as a treasure in a treasury. He never speaks of Christ as the Son of God in his preaching as far as is recorded. You may enquire why I mention that. It may even be suggested to you that I am belittling the great fact of the sonship of Christ in saying that Peter did not bring it forward. But no! far otherwise! I mention it to show how great a servant he was! that he was not only a servant getting his message at the moment from the Lord, but that he had a treasure, and he was the treasury himself. He could keep a treasure. He kept it concealed until the time arrived, in the Lord’s ordering, for its announcement. He was not one of those who say everything they know in ministry. He was one that got his message as from the Lord and was under the guidance of the Spirit in his service. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 39, pp.306,307) 

The great object of the gospel is that God may be known. People do not see that enough in connection with the gospel. The object is, not simply that man may be saved from hell, but that God may be known in the heart of the believer. The object is not attained till the Holy Spirit is received and has brought God to us. God could not have been fully known if evil had not entered, but I am inclined to ask those who raise questions about evil being allowed. Are you prepared to take in hand the government of the world? If I could undertake to govern better than God, I might be entitled to raise some of these questions. 
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Scripture references

1 John 5:20 (JND) [20] And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us an understanding that we should know him that [is] true; and we are in him that [is] true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.
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