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THE GREATNESS OF THE NAME OF CHRIST

P.Martin 

Isaiah 9: 6, 7 

These words, written by Isaiah eight hundred years before the incoming of the Lord Jesus, could speak of no one other than the Lord Jesus Himself. Isaiah loved to speak of Him, under the direction of the Holy Spirit. He speaks of Him early in his prophecy as sitting upon the throne, he speaks of His glorious name; he speaks of Him as Jehovah’s servant and he speaks of Him as the Lamb, led like a lamb to the slaughter. You get the impression in reading through this prophecy that the glory of this blessed Person was filling the heart of the prophet. Through the preaching, dear friends, it is intended that He should fill your heart. I might say reverently that He fills God’s heart. One who has helped us said, that He ascended up through all the heavens and filled every heaven through which He passed, and He fills the Father’s heart. No one else could do that. You and I as saved have a portion in the Father’s affections, such a portion that we could not measure, but the Lord Jesus fills those affections and fills them with His own excellence and worth. What a Man, and it is that blessed Man that I would like to say a word about. 

I had an impression as to this verse this morning, “his name is called Wonderful”. Have you ever met anyone with a name called Wonderful? There are many names in the world but there is only One person whose name is called Wonderful. The prophet writing as to Judah, because that is Isaiah’s prophecy as bearing upon Judah, he says, “unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given”, unto us. In speaking to you tonight, I am conscious that He has come to us. I do not know if you could say that, but many here, most if not all, could say He has come to us, “unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful”. When He was here they said of Him, “What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?” Matthew 8: 27. Was He not wonderful? He met that woman whose son was being carried out of the city, the widow of Nain, and He touched the bier, it says, and He spoke to the dead. Who could speak to the dead? “And the dead sat up”, Luke 7: 15. Is He not wonderful? Who else could have done it? 

Opening up on to our view through that perfect pathway all that He carried in His affections; speaking to Nicodemus, speaking to the woman sitting by the well, speaking to the man of John 9 and the woman of John 8. He was opening up on to their view what was in His affections. Who else could do it? Is He not wonderful? 

He was on a pathway which men never realised or appreciated, but He knew. He was coming in to accomplish for God a basis upon which the blessed God could secure a universe on the basis of redemption. He came to undo the works of the devil; who else could do it? Is He not wonderful? Think of all that the devil had done right down from the fall onwards, “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”, Romans 5: 12. But there was One who came to undo the works of the devil, even creation itself coming under the effect of the mighty work that He was going to accomplish, and He would provide for God a basis upon which a new creation would all be held in relation to God through the work that He was going to accomplish upon the cross. 

And securing for God men who had lived many years ago and who had died in faith, whose eternal salvation rested upon what He was going to do, that God should pass by the sins that had taken place before (Romans 3: 25). How was it going to be? It was on the basis of what He was going to do for God, providing the blessed God with a righteous basis to come out and offer blessing to the whole world, offering it to men through the work of His own beloved Son. Who else could have done such a work, is He not wonderful? Providing a basis whereby all that was in the heart of God might be poured out in its unlimited character and known by men, and men be taken up in relation to it and secured for God. Is He not wonderful? 

The gospel, dear friend, comes that you and I might not only be set free from what we were but that we might be secured and held for the blessed God, “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”, 1 Peter 3: 18. That is in all its fulness, bringing us to God, not only as sinners saved by grace, thank God for that, but that He might bring us to God in the full thought of what was in God’s heart for men. He has provided the basis whereby the blessed God could secure men. No one else could do it but He alone. It says, “I have laid help upon a mighty one”, Psalm 89: 19. How mighty He is you know. One able to answer to God in His down-stooping in relation to the whole moral question that had come into the universe, and bear in Himself the judgment of God against sin, and provide a basis that the love of God might be known—how wonderful! The hymn writer says, 

‘Then onward to the cross 

Through toil, and grief, and loss, 

The Man of sorrows wends His way’ (Hymn 245). 

Publicly there was nothing wonderful in the eyes of men in Jesus. It says in Isaiah 53 there was no beauty in Him that we should desire Him; but I might say reverently that the blessed God could not take His eye off Him. He was the object of the blessed God’s attention right through that pathway to the cross, and perhaps we might say never more so as He went to the cross in perfect obedience; “by the disobedience of the one man the many have been constituted sinners”, that is where we are and have been, “so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous”, Romans 5: 19. Think of the obedience of the Lord Jesus in going onwards to the cross in such a way that the blessed God would be glorified through His work and in His person. 

He says anticipatively in John 17, “I have glorified thee on the earth” (John 17: 4). Have you glorified God on the earth? Has any man glorified God on the earth? unconverted man I am speaking of. He could say, “I have glorified thee on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”. No one else could do it but He alone; He has done it and He has effected an eternal redemption. In His death and through the shedding of His precious blood, He has provided a basis whereby God can come out in forgiveness to the sinner. God is not forgiving sin tonight, dear friend, He is forgiving the sinner, and forgiving sins of persons who have put their faith in Him. He said, “Man, thy sins are forgiven thee”, Luke 5: 20. You think of God having a basis to come out in forgiveness. He has not forgiven sin, He could never do that. Sin was that which rose up in its opposition against the will of God, and it continues to do so in every aspect of men’s lives, but there is One who bore the judgment against sin in all its totality and exhausted that judgment there upon the cross. What it meant for Him to do so! That cry sounding out from the cross, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Psalm 22: 1. Dear friend, as you are passing through the world if we are left here tomorrow, remember those words when you see sin on every hand, remember what it cost the Saviour that sin should be judged. Take your bearings, dear young believer, not from the world, but from the cross and what was effected there for God; take your bearings from that. He exhausted God’s judgment against sin on the cross and in His burial He removed from before God the order of man that was offensive to God; but He has come out of it, glorious Saviour; He is wonderful. 

He bears a name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee must bow. They will, Pilate will come, Herod will come and bow the knee to Jesus. They sought to belittle Him in their presence and make mockery of Him, and those men who spat upon His face and beat Him upon the head; God will see that the judgment is reversed, and in the very scene where the Lord Jesus was rejected, the blessed God will see to it that every knee will bow and acknowledge that He “is Lord to God the Father’s glory”, Philippians 2: 11. How glorious the work that He has done; every family named of the Father will come to know the Father on the basis of what Jesus has done, and even creation itself will feel the blessing of the sway of this glorious Person; He is great enough to be the Taker-away of the sin of the world, and to cause the moral sway of God to be known in the very place where sin has had dominion; how glorious, such a Person, such a work, surely His name must be Wonderful. 

But it is not only Wonderful, He is Counsellor, and He would counsel you, dear friend, today where you are. Maybe you are unconverted and do not know Him. A brother who used to be local with us preached somewhere many years ago and someone came up to him after the preaching and said, ‘I have been breaking bread for fifty-five years and I am not saved’. You may be sitting here resting in a position and yet not saved, and He would come to you and counsel you like He did to Saul of Tarsus. He said, “it is hard for thee to kick against goads”, Acts 26: 14. You have sat under the sound of the preaching week in and week out. Is it not hard for thee? He felt for Saul. He was going to secure him. He felt for Saul putting up the barriers. Maybe that is what you have been doing. I can remember having done that, week after week my conscience was touched in such a way that I thought everyone in the room was hearing my heart beat. Maybe you have been like that. Yet Saul had had opportunities before. 

He was present he says at the martyrdom of Stephen. But what an opportunity as the Counsellor drew near to him, shining in His radiance out of heaven. O, dear friend, I would appeal to you this afternoon. Do not go on without the Saviour. You are going on to a lost eternity. It is not in His heart that you should do so. You say I am all right, I do not need Him; do you not? I tell you He needs you, and you do need Him; you need Him more than anything else or more than anyone else, you need Jesus. 

Why not open your heart to Him today? He has been knocking on the door of your heart in order that He might have a place there, and fill that heart like He did with the woman in John 4—what a Counsellor. He draws alongside of her, sitting there as He was by the well, what a Counsellor. He says, “Go, call thy husband”. She says, “I have not a husband”. O, He knew, He says, “Thou hast well said, I have not a husband; for thou hast had five husbands, and he whom now thou hast is not thy husband”, John 4: 17, 18. Dear friend, how many husbands have you had? Maybe you have thrown yourself into something, maybe sport, maybe your work, and it has become your husband. What a Counsellor. He was going to open up what was in His heart exposing what was in hers, not to condemn her, but that she might come to appreciate what was in His. There is no counsellor in the world like that. In our country we have what are called Queen’s Counsellors, they are specialists in the law. You go along by appointment only, and what impresses you is the grandeur of the office, the antique desk and the leather chair, and they give you some advice and you pay the bill and the case goes to court and the advice is overturned. It was not accurate and all that you are left with is the impression of the grandeur of the office and the incapability of the man. I want to tell you, dear friend, that this Counsellor’s advice has never been overturned. He is greater than His office, and He never charges because He has paid in full the price that you and I might come into the fulness of all that is in the heart of God. 

You say, how can I come into it? Through “repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”, Acts 20: 21. This blessed Person who is so wonderful, who has done everything for God, is the same blessed Person who can do everything for you; and if He has provided for God an eternal answer, He can provide for you an eternal salvation that can never be overthrown or questioned, because it is established in Himself a blessed and glorious living Man out of death. He is not only the One who has borne the judgment, blessed be His name, but the One who has provided the basis in the shedding of His precious blood that your sins might be fully washed away, never to be raised or questioned again. No one else could do that; He has done it Himself, He needed no help in it, He did it all. What He has done in His death will stand eternally. What He is in His glorified risen life will remain eternally. He lives in the power of an indissoluble life, never to be touched by death again. That life in all its intrinsic value to God remains in the appreciation of the Father’s heart. Nothing will ever spoil it. You and I can know what it is to have salvation through His precious blood, and know that eternally we are secured for ever, washed from our sins, and secured for ever for God’s greatest thoughts. 

And not only that but we can be “saved in the power of his life”, Romans 5: 10. You say, What does that mean? Not only has eternal salvation been effected through His death and burial and rising again, but practical salvation can be known through His present life, we can be saved in the power of His life. O how wonderful He is! Does it not grow upon you as you think of Him, that no one else could have accomplished what He has done, and no one else could be what He is, glorious blessed Man, ever living to intercede for us! All the power of the throne is available to those who seek to be here for God, because there is a Man who is living to intercede that we might prove mercy and seasonable help. How we need it, we are needing it in this hour, seasonable help. Where is it coming from? It is coming from the throne of God. How is it coming? It is coming because there is a Man living there in the presence of God, living to intercede for us. What a Man, is He not wonderful, is He not glorious, dear friend? Do you know Him where He is? 

I have met many persons who say that they know Him where He was, thank God for where He was. I ask you to soberly answer in your soul. 

Do you know Him where He is at the right hand of God, and is that One who is at the right hand of God filling your affections? like He came to fill the affections of that woman in John 4 and she needed nothing else. She left her water-pot and said, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?”, John 4: 29. What a testimony. “They went out of the city and came to him”. I guess half an hour earlier they would not even have listened to her; they see her now without her water-pot. She is delivered from herself. There is a Man great enough to deliver you from yourself, to eclipse all that you might be in your own estimation and valuation; He is great enough to eclipse it all, so that you might leave your water-pot, that you might come to it, as that woman did in saying, He has “told me all things I had ever done”, so you also might come to it that you and I are but sinners, and what we are by nature has had to be removed, as well as our sins having to be removed. There is only One who could do it and He would draw alongside of you today. 

Why do you not take Him into your affections and into your soul and have Him, dear friend, as your own personal Saviour and your own Deliverer? He would not only deliver us from the coming wrath, and deliver us from our sins, but deliver us from ourselves, that we might be here set up in the power of another life, and in another power altogether, the power of the blessed Holy Spirit. He says to that woman, “Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever”, John 4: 13, 14. Have you drunk of that water that He can give? The water that is capable of bringing into the soul such satisfaction. The Holy Spirit would shed abroad the love of God in your heart, as occupying you with another Man in another world. I would ask my own soul and yours, How well do you know the Holy Spirit? Is He a Person known to you, or is He Someone spoken about in the meetings and you know nothing about Him? The Lord Jesus coming to that woman in John 4 came to her that she might receive the gift of the Holy Spirit typically, and that she might be set up as a worshipper. You know, it is only satisfied persons that can worship, persons who are set free from themselves, delivered from what they are in the light of what Christ is. The Holy Spirit would help us to have power to be delivered from what I am, and to be set up in the power of all that Christ is for God and for me. The Deliverer is Jesus, but the power for deliverance lies in the Holy Spirit. 

I say to you, dear young soul, who may be sitting here and who has sat here for three days, the Lord Jesus takes account of that and He values that, but He would desire that you might come to know for yourself the Person and the power of the gift of the Holy Spirit. He is given to believers. In the old dispensation the oil was placed upon the blood in order that the priests might move forward in heavenly dignity. That is what is in view in the reception of the gift of the Holy Spirit, that the believer might move forward in heavenly dignity. It was upon the right ear and the thumb of the right hand and the great toe of the right foot. The Holy Spirit would help you in what you listen to as the Unction; He would help you in what you are listening to. He would help you as to what you put your hand to; He would desire that you might receive power to put your hand to the divine service. He would help you in where you walk, that you might walk as a son in the dignity of the anointing. How full is all that the Holy Spirit is effecting! 

The Lord Jesus is the mighty God and all that He has done will stand and will stand eternally. 

How mighty He is, the One who has effected redemption. As another has said, The Man that died is and was and ever will be God; He remains that. We have been speaking of nearness to Christ, a place with Him, but we must always remember that the One of whom we are speaking is none less than the mighty God, and yet He came to effect my salvation 

and yours. What wonderful grace. Mr. A. J. Gardiner said that when John wrote in his gospel, 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God ... All things received being through him, and without him not one thing received being which has received being” (John 1: 1–3), John would say, ‘And He stooped to wash my feet’. Such a glorious Person, the mighty God, and yet He stooped to wash my feet. O, how we love Him, do we not? Those who know Him love Him. Maybe, dear friend, this is just another preaching to you, but I tell you there are persons here whose heart goes out to you. 

He is the Father of eternity, Father of the age. He will come into His rights in the day to come, and in that day think of the tenderness of His own service. The little child, it says, shall play by the hole of the adder, there will be no danger. The tenderness of the touch of Christ, the Father of the age, will be known throughout the millennial day but it can be known now. 

It says, “I gently caused them to eat” (Hosea 11: 4); He will gently do it. Think of the tenderness of the Father of the age. He would protect you through life’s exigencies. He is available to you. I do not know how persons get on who have not got Jesus. We see witness of it, persons taking their own lives because they cannot face life any more. How could you stand to face life without Him? He would guide you through life’s difficulties that may come in in God’s ordering. They are divinely ordered. You say, Why? I seem to get one thing after another, in our bodies, in our circumstances, in our work, it is just one thing after another, why? Because He loves you and He is forming His own work in the soul that will stand eternally, and He is doing it through His disciplinary ways, the Father’s ways. It says, “shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live?”, Hebrews 12: 9. He is forming our spirits; the Lord Jesus is with us in such circumstances that our spirits might take character from His. The Spirit of His Son strengthening us as we move through this very scene that our spirits might take character from the Lord Jesus. Think of the wonder of it that God should have given “the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father”, Galatians 4: 6. 

He says, “I do always the things that are pleasing to him”, John 8: 29. What a Man, how wonderful, what a “Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace”. 

That will soon be witnessed over the earth. There is not peace now, this nation knows that as does every nation. There is only One who can bring peace. You say, I would like to go out and make the world a better place. I would ask you one question, Do you think you could do today what Christ is waiting to do tomorrow? You could not do it. Many believers, and we do not speak critically of them, but many of them go out thinking they will make the world a better place, but they are trying to do today what He is waiting to do tomorrow; He will do it on the basis of what He has done on the cross. He is the Taker-away of the sin of the world; no one else could have done that. What He did at the cross He will put into effect when He comes again; it says He will come with healing in His wings. The same blessed Person who desires to be your Saviour, is the same blessed Person who is going to bring peace to the earth. He will bring it, not on men’s terms, but He will bring it through righteousness. What a scene, when righteousness will reign upon the earth (where death and unrighteousness reign now) but it will be present through One blessed Man who is wonderful. 

His name is called “Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace”. Who called Him that? The gospel goes out, dear friend, that you might call Him that, that you might come to appreciate Him yourself, to know that glorious Name; and to find that everything for God has been done on the immutable basis that can never be shaken, that everything for you has been done by that same blessed Person, and all that He is now as a glorious living Man at the right hand of 

God may be yours, and all the blessings that are in the heart of that blessed God might be yours through the acceptance of the Lord Jesus into your heart. You say it sounds too simple to be true. Dear friend, it is so simple for you but it was so hard, if I might say carefully, for Him that it might be true for you. He suffered so much that no one else could know, 

‘Suff’rings unfathomed for us hast Thou known’ (Hymn 4), we sometimes sing. That was the basis of it all. I say to you, dear friend, just accept Him. He is knocking maybe on the door of your heart today, just accept Him. Let Him come in and acknowledge Him as your Saviour and Lord, and find the blessings that He brings with Him, which are beyond anything that you could imagine. May you accept Him for yourself. For His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Denton, Texas
7 March 2004 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 9:6-7 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with judgment and with righteousness, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts will perform this.

Matthew 8:27 (JND) [27] But the men were astonished, saying, What sort [of man] is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?

Luke 7:15 (JND) [15] And the dead sat up and began to speak; and he gave him to his mother.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Romans 3:25 (JND) [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God;

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Psalms 89:19 (JND) [19] Then thou spakest in vision of thy Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon a mighty one; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Romans 5:19 (JND) [19] For as indeed by the disobedience of the one man the many have been constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the one the many will be constituted righteous.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Luke 5:20 (JND) [20] And seeing their faith, he said, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.

Psalms 22:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning?

Philippians 2:11 (JND) [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Acts 26:14 (JND) [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:17-18 (JND) [17] The woman answered and said, I have not a husband. Jesus says to her, Thou hast well said, I have not a husband; [18] for thou hast had five husbands, and he whom now thou hast is not thy husband: this thou hast spoken truly.

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:10 (JND) [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:29 (JND) [29] Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?

John 4:13-14 (JND) [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 1:1-3 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Hebrews 12:9 (JND) [9] Moreover we have had the fathers of our flesh as chasteners, and we reverenced [them]; shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits, and live?

Galatians 4:6 (JND) [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.



DEPENDENCE ON GOD

A. L. McKay

Proverbs 3: 5, 6; Luke 3: 21, 22; 4: 1–14; John 10: 1–5, 27–29; 20: 11–20; 2 Timothy 2: 15–19; 4: 9–12 

What is in mind is to say something initially about the Lord Jesus as the One who was dependent. The first scripture read really confirmed what I had in mind, “Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not unto thine own intelligence; in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he will make plain thy paths”. It is a wonderful thing, that when the Lord Jesus was here, God had a Man who was dependent. What the writer of the Proverbs had in mind was that his hearers, and those who would read the word, would be dependent on God. The days have always been difficult for believers, but in this day in which we live, things are much more complicated, and the way is more difficult. But it is a wonderful thing to contemplate the way that has been opened up to us, it says, “in all thy ways acknowledge him”. I think it is foreign to the natural man to turn to God at every stage. There was a time when possibly Adam at the beginning was dependent, but very quickly the enemy got in. We say, in the preaching, that Satan injected sin into man, that he injected disobedience into man, and that he injected the desire to go up. I think we could also say that what he injected into man right at the beginning is the desire to be independent of God. I think we would all know something of that. There are times in every believer’s life when they are dependent, but likewise we know what it is to be independent, but that was not so with the Lord Jesus. 

It is always good to begin with Him. When we begin with the Lord Jesus we are beginning with perfection. There were good men in the Old Testament and we could not leave out John the baptist in that regard, because he belonged to that dispensation. Good men, to a large extent dependent, but with the Lord Jesus there was perfection in every way. That is why I read in Luke 3, where it says, “And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying”, how marvellous that is. Think of who the Lord Jesus was, what it was for those who were watching, what it was for God. What did it mean for the Father to look down and see this blessed Man fully and wholly dependent on Him? 

The psalmist says, “thou didst make me trust, upon my mother’s breasts”, Psalm 22: 9. Think of the Lord Jesus beginning even from that stage. Later, it says typically, “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isaiah 50: 4. Think of what God had in the Lord Jesus, One whom He could rely on. It says of David’s mighty men at one point near the end of Samuel, “These are the names of the mighty men whom David had”, 2 Samuel 23: 8. David had them, they were not only great men or great soldiers, but David had them. So we can say of the Lord Jesus that God looked down on a dependent Man, a Man who was baptised and praying. We know that Luke’s gospel presents the Lord Jesus as being a praying Man, a dependent Man, characteristically. In Luke 5 we read about Peter arriving at his own sinfulness and he falls at Jesus’ knees, reminding us of those knees of Jesus as He knelt in prayer. It says, “the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him”. No parted tongues as of fire here, no need of fire, the Spirit was able to descend upon Him, and a voice came out of heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight”. And then it says that Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit; what a dependent Man the Lord Jesus was as the hymn writer says, 

‘Holy vessel of God’s pleasure 

In His service day by day; 

Nothing but His will Thy measure 

All along that suff’ring way’. (Hymn 30) 

Then He was tempted of the devil forty days. We have been reminded that forty days is a testing time for a man, forty years a testing time for a nation. The children of Israel were in the wilderness forty years; here the Lord Jesus was in the wilderness tempted forty days by the devil. Now the devil came to Him and said, “If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread”. We would wonder at this, because we know the power the Lord Jesus had, performed wonderful miracles, yet here He is, a dependent Man, not prepared to accommodate in any way the subtle movements of Satan. Later He said “the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing”, John 14: 30. But here He is tested as to the simple matter of food and yet He does not give way to Satan. He says, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God”. We can say the Scriptures are the word of God. How wonderful it is that the word of God can come to us at any time in the way of a prophetic touch. That is how we govern our paths, that is how we proceed, “in all thy ways acknowledge him”. How easy it is, we might say, to depend on what benefits we may have by way of our own intelligence, but how wonderfully the Lord Jesus sets out this example for us. 

It says, “And the devil, leading him up into a high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time”. How preposterous that the devil should say this to the Creator of the world! He showed Him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time. I used to wonder why it says “in a moment of time”, but I remember reading in ministry by Mr. A. J. Gardiner, his comment as to this “moment of time” that it was the only time of exposure that this world could stand before the eyes of the Lord Jesus. Yet the devil presumed to show the Lord Jesus all these kingdoms and say, “I will give thee all this power, and their glory, for it is given up to me ... If therefore thou wilt do homage before me, all of it shall be thine”. The Lord Jesus replied, “Thou shalt do homage to the Lord thy God, and him alone shalt thou serve “. Perhaps even a little bit of pride arising in man, the enemy would take advantage of that, but the Lord Jesus could say, “in me he has nothing”. The Lord Jesus was not overcome by the enemy’s activities although He was exposed to them; he shows us the way through. 

Finally, this matter which I find most solemn, because in this last incident, the devil could even quote scripture. Someone said that Satan knows the Scriptures better than we do, he is able to quote them, and he would twist them, and use them to his own advantage. He would even try to use them to stumble the Lord Jesus and he would use them to stumble saints. But the Lord Jesus answers “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God”. How solemn that the enemy would do that, he would actually tempt God. Then it says, “And the devil, having completed every temptation, departed from him for a time”. It does not say he departed for ever, he departed “for a time”. He returned, and he tempted the Lord Jesus again. What a time that was for the Lord Jesus, Where was He going? What was He doing? He went to the mount of Olives to pray and the enemy came and tempted Him in a way that far surpassed the temptations here. Think of how it says, his sweat became as great drops of blood”, Luke 22: 44. There He was, suffering in that way, suffering at the hands of the enemy, but He did not deviate from obedience to the will of God. The devil actually tempted the Lord Jesus, but, being such a Man, a wholly dependent Man, He was not overcome by the temptation. 

In John 10 the Lord Jesus has a company, and what He is looking for is a company of dependent persons. This would be where you and I come in. The man in John 9 had come to a practical exercise. We may well wonder why so much scripture is devoted sometimes to one man. Elsewhere we are told that there were multitudes healed but here it is one man. I think it is to show by example where the Lord acts and the sort of material that is secured. I just call attention to this man, that he is excommunicated. He goes through certain exercise and he has to go through it alone, and what we find is that he is cast out of the synagogue. Jesus heard they had cast him out and came to him. So sometimes we have to pass through exercises alone, and we have to find what it is not to have human support to rely on; the support of others, perhaps the support of our families, and perhaps even the support of our parents. As another has said, we have to know where we are and why we are there. So, here was a man who was very young in the faith; the Lord Jesus comes to him, and presents Himself to him as an Object of worship. And the man has no questions. Already he had said, “One thing I know, that, being blind before, now I see” (John 9: 25). He is a man who knows things and is able to answer for himself. 

Jesus takes him on and brings him into the flock, and, as another has said, ‘The goat in John 9 becomes the sheep in John 10.’ A goat in scripture usually represents what is alone, representing separation in some way, but the flock of sheep represents the saints as together. But then, if there is a flock, there is a shepherd; that is a wonderful thing that the sheep has now to depend on the shepherd, and there never was a Shepherd like the Lord Jesus. He says, “He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, he is a thief and a robber”. I think we all know something of the way the thief and the robber operate. It is solemn to think it is possible for that to be in the Christian circle, but the Lord Jesus could say, “he that enters in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out”. Can we all say that we form part of this flock, His own sheep? How wonderful that is, it is a beautiful expression, His own sheep. He says later, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me”. It goes on to say, “no one shall seize them out of my hand” and “no one can seize out of the hand of my Father”. Well, that is confirmation to us, how we can depend on the Lord Jesus. 

We all know something of what it is just to draw back a bit, resist a little bit, but the Lord Jesus, in His gracious way, would say “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”, Matthew 11: 28. The Lord Jesus would love to draw us near to Himself. What a wonderful relationship we have, and it is available to us all, to know what it is to depend wholly on the Lord Jesus. 

In John 20 it is a similar setting in certain ways. We are not now speaking about goats or sheep, we are speaking about a sister, Mary of Magdala. She had gone through similar exercises to the man in John 9 and she knew what it was to be alone. When the Lord Jesus said, “I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you” (John 14: 18). Mary sets that out very well. There is nothing in scripture to suggest that she had any other means of support, she knew what it was to depend on the Lord Jesus. “Mary stood at the tomb weeping without”. The Lord had gone, the Lord was in death, that was the end— 

these were the thoughts in Mary’s heart, it was the absolute end. He who had become everything to her was taken away and now she had nothing. Do we ever have these thoughts, dear brethren, that everything has gone, everything taken away from us, we have no means of support, nothing left but despair, nothing left for us but the grave? Oh, dear brethren, the Lord Jesus would come in and still our hearts. He says to her, “Mary”. What a wonderful way the Lord Jesus has of dealing with persons. Before that He says, “Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou?” The Lord asks questions in His own gracious way. 

Then we find that the disciples are all together on the first day of the week and the doors shut through fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood in the midst and says to them, “Peace be to you”. Then it says, “The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord”. In each of these scriptures I find it more testing because you have the Lord Jesus presented to us as the dependent Man; and then you have the saints linked on with the Lord Jesus, the Shepherd of the sheep and they are dependent on Him; then we find the disciples here together and again they are dependent. They were moving in a right way and it says “the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews”. These disciples were not only dependent on the Lord Jesus but they were independent of the world. 

That is another wonderful thing, how the believer is not dependent on the world, whether the evil world, or whether it is the religious world. The true believer can be independent of it. It is possible to find our way through completely independent of anything that anyone can do to bring us into bondage, because it says in Galatians, “our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world”, Galatians 1: 4. I used to think that referred to the world of attractions, the world of evil, the world where Satan attracts men in his awful systems, and it is, but I remember being quite taken aback when a brother referred to it as the religious world. It stumbled me a little because at that time I was going through certain exercises myself, and I felt I would have to come to a judgment of certain things in relation to the world, but this brother said the religious world. But now I can see that the religious world to the believer can be as much danger, in fact it may be more subtle, because it is the world that the enemy can use to attack what is most precious to Christ. 

Here they were, gathered together, on the first day of the week and Jesus came and stood in the midst. What a wonderful answer to all the anxieties and sorrows, fears and doubts that filled the hearts of these brethren! Think of the distress, all the tears that had been shed, think of these beloved saints drifting away on the way to Emmaus, but what a wonderful answer this is, “Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace be to you”. There is no peace outside, no peace in the world; men in authority in the governments of the world doing their utmost to bring in peace and they cannot do it, but we know what it is to have peace. 

Not the kind of peace that men are looking for, you might say, a temporary halt to hostilities, but that is not the kind of peace that the Lord Jesus brings in. He says, “I give my peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you”, John 14: 27. Think of the peace that the Lord Jesus could bring into our souls from heaven. Well, these things are available to us as we are dependent on Him, and independent of what is outside; to know the blessed, intimate relationship that we can have as being gathered together. The enemy would seek to spoil it, he would seek to pollute or dilute it, but we can know what it is to cling to this blessed fact, as coming together, that the Lord Jesus comes and He says, “Peace be to you”. 

Well, I read in Timothy and a lot had happened in between these scriptures. The disciples moved on at the beginning of Acts and they were not only independent of the world but they were superior to it. How could it possibly be? The Lord of glory was cast out and crucified. You might say, a simple act by the Romans, and the onlookers could say how quickly and easily it was done. It was said prophetically, “When will he die, and his name perish?” Psalm 41: 5. How wonderful it is that the Lord Jesus arose from the dead and He gave strength and power to those who continued. And there were those who came in by their word, it says they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers”, Acts 2: 42. So things continued and things are continuing to the present day. A great event happened when Saul of Tarsus was converted. Think of the ministry that came in through Paul, particularly as to the assembly and the gospel; what glorious unfolding of truth came in through him. Think of the greatest truths being available for men and yet departure came in. 

So Paul, here in second Timothy, says, “Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth. But profane, vain babblings shun, for they will advance to greater impiety, and their word will spread as a gangrene; of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; men who as to the truth have gone astray”. These are very solemn scriptures, dear brethren, when we think of what was available to the saints in those days, what was available in the Lord Jesus. Think of the gift of the Holy Spirit, available to the saints to maintain them in power, and yet departure came in. 

Paul had to say of certain persons that they had turned away from him, and he had to say of one man that he had forsaken him. How Paul felt that. How solemn these things are, the way the enemy would move to spoil that which is most precious to the heart of Christ. These were men who as to the truth had gone astray; persons moving independently of God. You might say moving independently of the truth, moving independently of Paul. It has often been said, ‘lose Paul, lose all’. What could we have, dear brethren, if we gave up Paul’s ministry? But there were those who turned away from it, he says, “all who are in Asia ... have turned away from me”, 2 Timothy 1: 15. And he speaks of these men who as to the truth have gone astray. “All we like sheep have gone astray” (Isaiah 53: 6), the prophet says. It is natural for sheep to go astray and it is the shepherd’s job to bring them back. But then he goes on to say, “we have turned every one to his own way”. That is solemn, men who as to the truth have gone astray. It speaks elsewhere about persons who had made shipwreck as to faith. I do not know if the brethren here have seen a shipwreck but it is a most solemn thing to witness—a ship fast on the rocks being pounded by incoming tides, and within a short time there is nothing left except a twisted broken hull. A ship may land upon the rocks in the course of a voyage because it is perhaps only one degree off course; but it lands on the rocks or somewhere it should not be. 

In chapter 4 Paul says, “Use diligence to come to me quickly; for Demas has forsaken me”. In Philemon Paul mentions Demas as a fellow-workman. Then in Colossians, he mentions other men and simply says “and Demas”. It would appear that at that time Paul began to have doubts about Demas. When we come to second Timothy Demas had forsaken him, having loved the present age. What aspect of the world he loved I do not know, but it comes home to each one of us. In the temptations the Lord Jesus was subjected to He was not influenced by any of them; but Demas was influenced by the present age, and it is possible for us to be diverted by it. The word of God is operative and sharper than any two-edged sword. We have often been reminded of Ehud who had the sword with two edges, and the first edge was for himself. So, there is little point in standing here speaking unless I take it home first to myself. 

One can only say, how vulnerable and weak one is, but I feel the need to depend on the power of the Holy Spirit, and on the Lord Jesus, and on the word of truth, the word of scripture, and seek to be preserved with those who are close to Paul. Barnabas lost his way, at least for a time, but we know it has been said that he was recovered. Even Barnabas, an apostle, was temporarily deflected. He did not give up Christ, he did not give up God, he did not give up the gospel, but for a time he lost the thing that was most precious to him, that was the company of Paul. 

Paul goes on to speak about others, “Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry. But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus”. What do we know of Tychicus? Again, I can only say what I have read in other scriptures where he is mentioned. He is first mentioned in Acts 20 in that group of seven men who go with Paul (Acts 20: 4), then he is mentioned in Colossians 4, in that beautiful reference, “Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-bondman in the Lord, will make known to you all that concerns me” (Acts 20: 7). As these days grew darker, I think Paul was made more conscious of the support of the brethren and he was able to depend on them. Think of that! Paul, the great apostle, able to depend on the brethren. Prisca and Aquila are mentioned later, and the house of Onesiphorus (2 Timothy 4: 19). He had said earlier of Onesiphorus, “he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; but being in Rome sought me very diligently, and found me”, 2 Timothy 1: 16, 17. These were men and women that the apostle could depend on. 

Well, this would leave the question for each one of us to answer. How dependent am I? What would be my answer in relation to this scripture in Proverbs? “Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not unto thine own intelligence; in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he will make plain thy paths”. I remember hearing about an old brother who had had a long history with the Lord, and he said, ‘I have come to it at the end of my life that I cannot even cross the road without speaking to the Lord about it first’. How simple that is, but that is how the believer is to live and that would be the answer to a lot of difficulties. So often we might seek to fall back on our own thoughts, our own intelligence, but let us be dependent persons. May the Lord bless the word. 
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Scripture references

Proverbs 3:5-6 (JND) [5] Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not unto thine own intelligence; [6] in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he will make plain thy paths.

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 4:1-14 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. [4] And Jesus answered unto him saying, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. [5] And [the devil], leading him up into a high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time. [6] And the devil said to him, I will give thee all this power, and their glory; for it is given up to me, and to whomsoever I will I give it. [7] If therefore *thou* wilt do homage before me, all [of it] shall be thine. [8] And Jesus answering him said, It is written, Thou shalt do homage to [the] Lord thy God, and him alone shalt thou serve. [9] And he led him to Jerusalem, and set him on the edge of the temple, and said to him, If thou be Son of God, cast thyself down hence; [10] for it is written, He shall give charge to his angels concerning thee to keep thee; [11] and on [their] hands shall they bear thee, lest in any wise thou strike thy foot against a stone. [12] And Jesus answering said to him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt [the] Lord thy God. …

John 10:1-29 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. …

John 20:11-20 (JND) [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. [14] Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing [there], and knew not that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her. [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord.

2 Timothy 2:15-19 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth. [16] But profane, vain babblings shun, for they will advance to greater impiety, [17] and their word will spread as a gangrene; of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; [18] [men] who as to the truth have gone astray, saying that the resurrection has taken place already; and overthrow the faith of some. [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

2 Timothy 4:9-12 (JND) [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry. [12] But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.

Luke 3 (JND) [1] Now in the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod tetrarch of Galilee, and Philip his brother tetrarch of Ituraea and the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, [2] in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, [the] word of God came upon John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. [3] And he came into all the district round the Jordan, preaching [the] baptism of repentance for [the] remission of sins, …

Psalms 22:9 (JND) [9] But thou art he that took me out of the womb; thou didst make me trust, upon my mother's breasts.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

2 Samuel 23:8 (JND) [8] These are the names of the mighty men whom David had: Joseb-Bassebeth, Tachkemonite the chief of the captains: he was Adino the Eznite; he [fought] against eight hundred, slain [by him] at one time.

Luke 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. …

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 9:25 (JND) [25] He answered therefore, If he is sinful I know not. One thing I know, that, being blind [before], now I see.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Matthew 11:28 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

Galatians 1:4 (JND) [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father;

John 14:27 (JND) [27] I leave peace with you; I give *my* peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear.

Psalms 41:5 (JND) [5] Mine enemies wish me evil: When will he die, and his name perish?

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Isaiah 53:6 (JND) [6] All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid upon him the iniquity of us all.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:4 (JND) [4] And there accompanied him as far as Asia, Sopater [son] of Pyrrhus, a Berean; and of Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus, and Gaius and Timotheus of Derbe, and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.

Colossians 4 (JND) [1] Masters, give to bondmen what is just and fair, knowing that *ye* also have a Master in [the] heavens. [2] Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving; [3] praying at the same time for us also, that God may open to us a door of the word to speak the mystery of Christ, on account of which also I am bound, …

Acts 20:7 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight.

2 Timothy 4:19 (JND) [19] Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus.

2 Timothy 1:16-17 (JND) [16] The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; [17] but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found [me]



EXTRACT

Well, now he says, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”. Oh, it needs your prayers! “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”. Some of the dear saints make much of the nice brother; of course, a nice brother is a nice brother, but they make more of the brother than of what he says, his doctrine and his principles. You want to get the principles first. Get the principles before you make up your mind about a brother. Find out his principles and how he applies them. That is the order of God, if you look at the book of Numbers, chapter 4, you see that the Levites are in three families, and the sons of Kohath have a service in connection with the most sacred things. The second is Gershon and he has to do with the principles; he has to look after these things. He comes in before the sons of Merari, who are porters and builders. This is the only place where it says the instruments to be carried were dealt out by name (Numbers 4: 32); that is, they are persons. These are under the hand of Merari. But Gershon’s work comes before this. Get the principles first! Insist on the principles before you make much of the persons. Make much of the persons, of course; they will be in heaven, the saints will be, but the principles should come first as down here. That is the reason why I am stressing the idea of care as so important and that all should be brought into it and all should understand that he has to do his part in looking after things. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 99, pp.244, 245) 
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Scripture references

Numbers 4:32 (JND) [32] and the pillars of the court round about, and their bases, and their pegs, and their cords, all their instruments, according to all their service; and by name ye shall number to them the materials which are their charge to carry.
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