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CHRISTIANITY MARKED BY WHAT IS NEW


J. Harthill 

Luke 5: 37–39; Acts 13: 52; 2 Corinthians 6: 11–13 

I was touched on Lord’s day, beloved brethren, when in thanksgiving for the cup the brother said, ‘We are not going on with what is old, we are going on with what is new. It is the new covenant in His blood’. In pondering this statement the exercise arose as to what the Lord Jesus brought out so clearly, that Christianity is entirely new. There is nothing of the old. We know, without being unduly critical, that, in general, Christendom is going on with much that is old but, thank God, we seek to go on with what is new, entirely new. The scribes and the Pharisees said to the Lord Jesus, “Why do the disciples of John fast often those also of the Pharisees, but thine eat and drink?” Then the Lord Jesus gave this remarkable parable as to putting a new piece on an old garment. It only causes a rent. Christianity is not something new added to Judaism at all; it is entirely new. Then the Lord goes on to speak of the new wine; it has to be put into new skins. If you put it into old skins the skins would burst and the wine would be poured out and the skins destroyed. He says, “new wine is to be put into new skins, and both are preserved”. 

I believe the new wine is holy joy in our hearts, sustained by the Spirit of God. That is what marks true Christianity. And, you know, we do not acquire it all at once, this taste for the new. The Lord goes on to say, “No one having drunk old wine straightway wishes for new, for he says, The old is better”. We have to acquire a taste for what is new. Beloved younger brothers and sisters, you are going on, I trust, with reading the Scriptures, you are going on with following up the ministry, the wonderful teaching that has come down to us; keep on with it. Although you may not yet have acquired a full taste for what is new, you surely will acquire this taste. 

Well, it came into my heart that when we go over to Acts 2 we see the setting of this wonderful administration of blessing with the Holy Spirit coming in on the day of Pentecost. 

This wonderful administration was set on with the forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Wonderful! It says three thousand were converted, three thousand secured under one preaching in one day! I believe, beloved brethren, it is intended to leave its mark on the whole dispensation, this wonderful day of grace. There was no sign of confusion, no sign of overcrowding, everything was contained. And it says, “they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers”, Acts 2: 42. They persevered; that involves acquiring a taste for the new. What preservation, and what expansion too! It says no one counted what they had as their own (Acts 4: 32), they were all together, they had all things common. 

Where our beloved brother has just read in Ephesians 4 it speaks of the unity of the Spirit. 

We are to use diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. There it is, the unity of the Spirit in Acts 2, a joyful company. As you go on to Acts 4 you find persecution comes in. What will happen in the face of persecution? They prayed, and the place where they were assembled shook—divine assurance that God was delighted with what they were going on with. And it says, “with great power did the apostles give witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus”. 

“Great power”—what expansion! It says the number of the men had become about five thousand (Acts 4: 4). The Lord was adding daily. Think of the expansion! Think of the preservation! Think of the power that was there, the persevering! 

The scripture read in Acts 13 brings us on to Paul. We have a company at Antioch and prophets and teachers. Five of them are spoken of and the Spirit of God says, “Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them”. We have had a great deal about the treasure, three thousand and five thousand—a treasure is countable. When we come to Paul we come to something very precious. Paul is going to bring out the one pearl of great value. Oh think of it, how choice it is! 

This is the first journey of Paul. He becomes Paul as we read down the chapter, the little one. 

The chapter speaks of “Paul and his company”. I do not think there is another servant spoken of in that way. The Lord had said, “This man is an elect vessel to me”. We have had before us the thought of lowliness and down-stooping. There it was in that beloved servant. The Jews were against it and Paul had to say to them, “Since ye thrust it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, we turn to the nations” (Acts 4: 46). It was the great turning point in the testimony when it began to move out to the western nations. 

The end of the chapter says that the disciples were “filled with joy and the Holy Spirit”. I would say, beloved brethren, that is the new skins and the new wine. They were disciples, followers of Jesus, persons prepared for instruction and for the wonderful teaching—these are the vessels. They were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit—there is the new wine. Think of Paul’s service; he begins with what is foundational in the epistle 

to the Romans. He does not, to begin with, tell us about the assembly exactly, but it is all leading to the assembly. Paul had the ministry of the glad tidings, and he had the ministry of the assembly. So in Romans he speaks of what is new, “newness of life” in chapter 6. A person who has come into the blessing of the gospel is marked by newness of life. There is a change that is evident. It is real. The next thing is “newness of spirit” (Romans 7: 6). That relates to our service, not in oldness of letter but in newness of spirit. Then he goes on in chapter 12 to speak of the renewed mind, a mind capable by the Holy Spirit of taking in divine things. 

When we come to Colossians we are expanding. It speaks of the new man (Colossians 3: 10)—Christ characteristically continued here. We go to Ephesians and we get the new man again, “renewed in the spirit of your mind” (Ephesians 4: 23). It has been said the mind is the eye that takes in the light. You have a completely new outlook. It is wonderful when you think about it. Finally, we go on to Revelation 21: 5 and the voice from the throne. The voice of power is saying, “Behold, I make all things new”. Is that not wonderful? 

‘The new creation’s stainless joy 

Gleams through the present gloom’. (Hymn 81) 

So we may well say we are going on with what is new. 

Now to come to the last scripture. Mr. Taylor, referring to the feet washing in John 13, said we could think of 1 Corinthians as the water and the second epistle as the towel. What a consideration that is! The scripture I have read is from the ‘towel’ part. There had been a bettering of conditions through the use of the water and now there is what is comforting. We began with the hymn, ‘Our hearts thou doth console, O Lord’ (No. 288). Ah, we certainly find that as we sit down together, 

through the Lord’s precious service. But think of the conditions that had been at Corinth, and the water evidently had removed many of those stains. Conditions were better. Paul said, “Ye are not straitened in us”. Paul and those with him had to draw on their affections. They were not straitened. Now that conditions were better Paul pleads as a father. He says, “I speak as to children”. There is a family touch here as he says, “(I speak as to children,) let your heart also expand itself”. Beloved brethren, these epistles bear on our localities. The mind of God for us there is expansion—“let your heart also expand itself”. 

Now, you may say to me, All that you have spoken about was at the beginning. How does it apply today? Well, after a hard day, or a difficult day, you come along to the meeting and become engaged with what is above the level of things here altogether. Your heart is refreshed, consoled; you are edified and strengthened. Wonderful preservation! This is what this is all leading to. It is all leading to the assembly as the great vessel of preservation where we find expansion and where we can persevere and acquire a taste. It is all very wonderful, beloved brethren. Paul goes on to say, “Ye are the living God’s temple”. How privileged we are to be in the sphere where God’s mind comes out. He goes on to remind them of the scripture, “I will dwell among them, and walk among them”. Well, you know, the prophetic word is intended to bring that out, that “God is indeed amongst you”, 1 Corinthians 14: 25. 

Paul is appealing here as a father that we should let our hearts expand. I think, beloved brethren, the great occasion for expansion is the Supper where we call Him to mind, our blessed Lord Jesus. Our minds and hearts are expanded, and as we find our part in the heavenly side of things it is the same, our minds and affections are expanded. You see how it works out. 

It is there today, beloved brethren, to be experienced. 

Paul goes on to show what straitens us in our affections. He says, “Be not diversely yoked with unbelievers”. The scripture is well known; I think it simply means worldliness. If we take up worldly associations, if we mingle socially with unbelievers, if we let the world in in any way, beloved brethren, it will mean we shall become straitened in our affections. But this is the word of a father. Why should such things be? It says, “Come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith the Lord, and touch not, what is unclean, and I will receive you; and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty”. The enemy may suggest to our heart that if you are a separate person, if you walk in the path of separation, you are going to lose out. Oh no; you will not lose out! Think of the One who is Father to us His sons and daughters. He is the Lord Almighty. What can He not do for us? There are many here tonight. What has He not done for us? Have we lost out? No, we have not. Thank God we are enjoying, as the Spirit sustains us, the holy joy that belongs to Christianity. 

Paul finishes with the word, “Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit” (2 Corinthians 7: 1). “Of flesh”, that is what is outward; “and spirit”, that is what is inward; purity outwardly, purity inwardly. Think of this appeal of a father, beloved brethren, and as being on this line let us go on indeed with what is new. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Grangemouth
17 November 1987 

 


Scripture references

Luke 5:37-39 (JND) [37] And no one puts new wine into old skins, otherwise the new wine will burst the skins, and it will be poured out, and the skins will be destroyed; [38] but new wine is to be put into new skins, and both are preserved. [39] And no one having drunk old wine [straightway] wishes for new, for he says, The old is better.

Acts 13:52 (JND) [52] And the disciples were filled with joy and [the] Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 6:11-13 (JND) [11] Our mouth is opened to you, Corinthians, our heart is expanded. [12] Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your affections; [13] but for an answering recompense, (I speak as to children,) let *your* heart also expand itself.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

Acts 4:32 (JND) [32] And the heart and soul of the multitude of those that had believed were one, and not one said that anything of what he possessed was his own, but all things were common to them;

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 4 (JND) [1] And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, [2] being distressed on account of their teaching the people and preaching by Jesus the resurrection from among [the] dead; [3] and they laid hands on them, and put them in ward till the morrow; for it was already evening. …

Acts 4:4 (JND) [4] But many of those who had heard the word believed; and the number of the men had become [about] five thousand.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Romans 7:6 (JND) [6] but now we are clear from the law, having died in that in which we were held, so that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter.

Colossians 3:10 (JND) [10] and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to [the] image of him that has created him;

Ephesians 4:23 (JND) [23] and being renewed in the spirit of your mind;

Revelation 21:5 (JND) [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

1 Corinthians 14:25 (JND) [25] the secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon [his] face, he will do homage to God, reporting that God is indeed amongst you.

2 Corinthians 7:1 (JND) [1] Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us purify ourselves from every pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in God's fear.



SOME THOUGHTS ON THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST


(Substance of a Reading with J. Richmond)1

Luke 1: 30–38; 3: 21, 22; 4: 1, 2 (to ‘devil’); 10: 33–35; Mark 15: 25, 33–39; Luke 23: 44–47; Act 2: 30–36 

We are on holy ground as we speak of the Person of Christ and of the Holy Spirit. 

Deuteronomy 29: 29 would encourage us—“The hidden things belong to Jehovah our God; but the revealed ones are ours and our children’s for ever”, and also Proverbs 25: 2, “It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a thing”. There are secret things, and we should not attempt to pry into those, but others are revealed, and by the Holy Spirit we can enquire into them, and God would have us do so. It has been said that we should be bold in the sphere of revelation, but never seek to encroach upon what is not revealed. 

We may ask, Who went to the cross? It was Jesus, and in the beginning of Luke we read who He was, and the holy matter of the conception—“The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee”. Then, “power of the Highest overshadow thee” would indicate the care and protection of the Holy Spirit while the Child was yet unborn. 

How can a holy God forgive? The One who was born was sinless, and He, the sinless One, bore our sins. He derived nothing from Mary as to nature. What marvellous grace that He went to the cross for us! 

Then, “the child grew” and “advanced ... in favour with God and men”, Luke 2: 40, 52. But He was rejected, and if the rights of God were to be maintained and there was to be blessing for us. He must go to Calvary’s cross. Mark divides the time on the cross. Jesus was crucified at the third hour (9 a.m.); at the sixth hour “there came darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour” when “Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Those atoning sufferings of Christ were unique to Him; they were from the hand of a holy God. From the third hour to the sixth hour the Lord bore the martyr, or testimonial, sufferings. Peter writes that “Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps”, 1 Peter 2: 21. We can have part in the testimonial sufferings which for Christ had their culmination on the cross. 

In the parable in Luke 10 the Samaritan is a figure of Christ, and the man who fell into the hands of robbers is a picture of the sinner, and Christ has saved us similarly. One thing the Samaritan did was to set the man on his own beast. The Lord Jesus, as anointed of God, bore those testimonial sufferings. He has given us the same power, in the Holy Spirit, to bear the sufferings of the testimony, as can be seen so beautifully in the case of the martyr Stephen. 

He was “full of the Holy Spirit” and, when the Jews rejected him, in the spirit of his Master he said, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”. To think that the Lord Jesus has made the Holy Spirit available to us that we might share in His testimonial sufferings! It is wonderful! 

By the eternal Spirit Christ offered Himself spotless to God (Hebrews 9: 14), which is typified in the offerings brought to the entrance of the tabernacle; but He was alone when He bore our sins in the darkness from the sixth hour to the ninth hour. From 

the third hour to the sixth hour He suffered from the hands of men, but from the sixth hour to the ninth hour He suffered at the hand of God, and then He cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” He was forsaken of God as He undertook the work of atonement; those sufferings were unique to Himself and no one else could share them. In view of who He is in His Person there is what is inscrutable in His cry, “My God, my God”, and although God forsook Him on account of what He bore for us, it has been said that there was never a time, when He was so dear to the Father as on the cross2. Indeed, the infinite value of the Offering lay in what He was in His own Person. 

Luke records that, having cried with a loud voice, Jesus said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”. He was a perfect Man, but unique in His manhood. He speaks of “my soul” and “my body”. Indeed, because of who He was, He was His own spirit, He was acting in those sufferings as Man in the power of His own love. In distinction from the loud cry, Luke records that He said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”. It was not a cry of suffering but, as Mr. Stoney said, He was ‘in conscious and restored favour’3. The three hours of darkness were finished; then He expired. Scripture does not support the use of the term ‘forsaken’ beyond the ninth hour, and yet there is something to be learned as to what followed. Think of the Lord in death and the grave, but having already said, according to John’s record, “It is finished” (when, as Mr. Raven said4, His work was complete for God); it was Jesus who was buried. Although there are at least three references to His body at the end of John 19, it says, ‘There therefore ... they laid Jesus’. We are buried with Him in baptism (Colossians 2: 12). Again, He went there in the power of His own love, but in resurrection He charged by the Holy Spirit the apostles whom He had chosen, as recorded in Acts 1. Jesus acted as Man by the Holy Spirit in resurrection. 

Then as to His soul He could say prophetically, “Thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol”, Psalm 16: 10. Yet He said to the repentant malefactor, ‘Today shalt thou be with me in paradise’. As was said at the outset, this is a holy subject, and nothing of what has been remarked must be allowed to weaken the stupendous fact that to Him, as Mr. Darby said, ‘death was death’. Peter said that God, ‘loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power’, Acts 2: 24. 

It causes worship to think that He gives us the same power in the Holy Spirit to serve us in sharing in the martyr sufferings of the testimony. But He wrought atonement by Himself in the power of His own love—“having made by himself the purification of sins”, Hebrews 1: 3. 

Then, as we have seen, before He went into death, communion was restored, and in resurrection Jesus acted as Man by the Holy Spirit—He charged by the Holy Spirit the apostles whom He had chosen. What a wonderful subject the sufferings of Christ are for our contemplation! 

Cape Town
7 January 1988

 


Scripture references

Luke 1:30-38 (JND) [30] And the angel said to her, Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found favour with God; [31] and behold, thou shalt conceive in the womb and bear a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus. [32] *He* shall be great, and shall be called Son of [the] Highest; and [the] Lord God shall give him the throne of David his father; [33] and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for the ages, and of his kingdom there shall not be an end. [34] But Mary said to the angel, How shall this be, since I know not a man? [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God. [36] And behold, Elizabeth, thy kinswoman, she also has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month to her that was called barren: [37] for nothing shall be impossible with God. [38] And Mary said, Behold the bondmaid of [the] Lord; be it to me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

Luke 4:1-2 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered.

Mark 15:25-39 (JND) [25] And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. [26] And the superscription of what he was accused of was written up: The King of the Jews. [27] And with him they crucify two robbers, one on his right hand, and one on his left. [28] [And the scripture was fulfilled which says, And he was reckoned with the lawless.] [29] And they that passed by reviled him, shaking their heads, and saying, Aha, thou that destroyest the temple and buildest it in three days, [30] save thyself, and descend from the cross. [31] In like manner the chief priests also, with the scribes, mocking with one another, said, He saved others; himself he cannot save. [32] Let the Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and may believe. And they that were crucified with him reproached him. [33] And when [the] sixth hour was come, there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour; [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [35] And some of those who stood by, when they heard [it], said, Behold, he calls for Elias. [36] And one, running and filling a sponge with vinegar, fixed it on a reed, and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone, let us see if Elias comes to take him down. …

Luke 23:44-47 (JND) [44] And it was about [the] sixth hour, and there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour. [45] And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple rent in the midst. [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired. [47] Now the centurion, seeing what took place, glorified God, saying, In very deed this man was just.

Deuteronomy 29:29 (JND) [29] The hidden things belong to Jehovah our God; but the revealed ones are ours and our children's for ever, to do all the words of this law.

Proverbs 25:2 (JND) [2] It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the glory of kings is to search out a thing.

Luke 2:40-52 (JND) [40] And the child grew and waxed strong [in spirit], filled with wisdom, and God's grace was upon him. [41] And his parents went yearly to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. [42] And when he was twelve years old, and they went up [to Jerusalem] according to the custom of the feast [43] and had completed the days, as they returned, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents knew not [of it]; [44] but, supposing him to be in the company that journeyed together, they went a day's journey, and sought him among their relations and acquaintances: [45] and not having found him they returned to Jerusalem seeking him. [46] And it came to pass, after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers and hearing them and asking them questions. [47] And all who heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. [48] And when they saw him they were amazed: and his mother said to him, Child, why hast thou dealt thus with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee distressed. [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business? [50] And they understood not the thing that he said to them. [51] And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them. And his mother kept all these things in her heart. …

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

Colossians 2:12 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

Acts 2:24 (JND) [24] Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pains of death, inasmuch as it was not possible that he should be held by its power;

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,



“MY BROTHER AND FELLOW-WORKMAN AND FELLOW-SOLDIER”


G. R. Maynard 

Philippians 2: 25 

I want to say a word, beloved brethren, about this servant of the Lord, Epaphroditus. There is not much said about him in Scripture, indeed, apart from this verse which I have read the only other place where he is mentioned is in chapter 4 of this same epistle, and there Paul refers to him in verse 18 as “having received of Epaphroditus the things (sent)” by the Philippian brethren. Although so little is said of him in this sense, yet he is a remarkable vessel, and my desire is to allude to various features which are set forth in him. He might be rightly described as a sample Philippian. 

It is important to understand the setting of each of the epistles that Paul wrote. When we think of Romans, for example, we think of an epistle which establishes the soul in its relations with God, an epistle that brings out the truth of the gospel; in that sense it is a basic or foundational epistle. When we think of the two epistles to the Corinthians they set out for us the order of the house of God, the order that is proper to the assembly of God in a place. 

When we think of the epistle to the Ephesians we think of the scope and the glory of the counsels of God that are expanded and developed in it. Ah, but then when we come to the epistle to the Philippians I think what is set before us is someone in the gain of Ephesian truth worked out in Christian experience. I think that is the setting of the Philippians, an assembly in the gain of Ephesian truth not as mere light from God, but worked out in Christian experience. It is 

in this epistle then that we get normal Christian experience, and we look at Epaphroditus as a sample Philippian, who sets out what is normal in regard to Philippian formation and Philippian experience. 

So Paul refers to him here and the first feature that I want to call attention to is what Paul refers to by saying, “my brother”, “I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother”. It is a wonderful thing to be referred to as ‘a brother’. I know that the word is rather hackneyed today in the world, a person is referred to as ‘brother So-and-so’, without any understanding of the import of that word brother. But when Paul says, “my brother” you can see the full understanding of what is involved in the divine thought of a brother, which would enter into Paul’s use of that expression. The Lord Jesus in John 20 gives that message to Mary, “go to my brethren”. Now, dear brethren, the thought of the brethren there is the relationship from the standpoint of privilege and from the standpoint of what was heavenly— 

“go to my brethren”; then, “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and (to) my God and your God” (John 20: 17). We must always begin from the heavenly side when approaching any aspect of the truth. So in John 20 you have a heavenly view of the brethren linked with Christ the ascended Man “my brethren”—a privilege thus to be one with Christ, as the word is, “For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified (are) all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren”, Hebrews 2: 11. 

Now that is John’s presentation of it, but in the synoptic gospels the thought of the brethren is presented not from the heavenly side of privilege, but from the standpoint of what is moral. 

So that the Lord was able to say, “my brethren are those who 

hear the word of God and do it” (Luke 8: 21); it is the moral side, the responsible side, that is emphasized in the synoptic gospels. The brethren in that sense establish moral likeness to the Lord Jesus Christ, for He, par excellence, was One who heard the word of God and did it. Oh, you think of His life of obedience here, morning by morning hearing the word of God. His ear opened to hear the word of God, and obeying that word, that word from God day by day; that was Christ here as Man, and He would say, “My brethren are those who hear the word of God and do it”. 

So, beloved saints, I think that these two aspects of the truth enter into the expression here when Paul says, “my brother”. He is thinking of the John 20 side of privilege, the heavenly side, but he is also thinking of the moral and responsible side as set out in the synoptic gospels, when he refers to Epaphroditus as “my brother”. Oh, could Paul refer to you in that way, dear brother? Could he refer to me in that way?—to be taken on by Paul, to be associated with Paul, the great vessel of the truth of the assembly—as “my brother”. You know, Paul was a very brotherly man; he was an apostle, of course, but the greatness of the gift he had as an apostle would in no way hinder him from working out the brotherly side. 

And I think what helped Paul to be brotherly was the way the Lord dealt with him at his conversion. You will remember how the Lord sent Ananias to him. When Ananias came to Saul of Tarsus the first word that he said to him was “Brother”. Oh, that must have touched Saul greatly, “(he) said to me, Brother Saul”, Acts 22: 13. Then, “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest”, Acts 9: 17. A link, a bond, was now formed between the one who was formerly a persecutor of the assemblies and one of the saints of God, such a link that Ananias could say to him, “Brother Saul”. 

So you will find that in many of his epistles Paul links on a brother with him as he addresses an assembly. In 1 Corinthians 1: 1, “Paul (a) called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God’s will, and Sosthenes the brother”. Then in 2 Corinthians 1: 1, “and the brother Timotheus”; and so on; he links a brother on with him because he values the brother. When he wrote to the Galatians, so critical was the issue at Galatia because the foundations of the gospel were at stake, that he brings all the brethren into it; he says, “Paul, apostle ... and all the brethren with me”. The matter was so critical that he had to bring all the brethren into it. We need to be more in the feature of the brother, dear brethren. I want to say to you that this thought of the brother is a greater thought than gift, so that you might have things in the right balance; gift is for now, and it is for down here where the saints need edifying; we will not need edifying in heaven; it is down here we need edification, building up, perfecting, through the ministry of the word, and gift is in view of that. But the idea of the brother is eternal, it is what goes through; the links which are formed amongst those who establish brotherly relationships, those links are not just for time, those links are eternal. 

So what a great privilege we have thus to be amongst the brethren in that sense, those whom Christ owns as His. Paul is drawing Epaphroditus into it when he says, “Epaphroditus, my brother”. One feature that marks a brother is love. So scripture speaks of brotherly love; that is a feature that marks a brother. We are exhorted, “Let brotherly love abide”, Hebrews 13: 1. 

Things arise, difficulties among brethren; whatever the problem or difficulty that may arise, let us always allow brotherly love to abide, to remain—“Let brotherly love abide”. Hold on to that. The 

outcome of this thought of brotherly love is unity; how essential that feature is, dear brethren. 

We remember Psalm 133, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” 

So unity enters into the bond between brethren, and it is where unity is that God commands a blessing—“for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore”, Psalm 133: 3. 

So we need to work out these thoughts of love, these thoughts of unity. Think of Abraham. 

There was a kind of division about to occur between Abraham and Lot, but think of the spirit that marked Abraham. He was a heavenly man, a heavenly-minded man, and so he said to Lot, “I pray thee let there be no contention between me and thee for we are brethren”, Genesis 13: 8. That was the spirit that marked him. So, beloved saints, as we think of this feature of “my brother” let us think of brotherly love, let us think of unity. Then there is a remarkable scripture in Proverbs—“The friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” (Proverbs l7: 17). What does that mean, “a brother is born for adversity”? God gives us brethren to walk with not only for the enjoyment of fellowship, but they are there for our help in adversity; that is what that scripture means. Two are always better than one; you see, if one falls the other can help him up, but if he is alone there is nobody to help him. So that a beloved brother is given to us by God so that when adversity comes there is someone we can look to to lend a hand to help. So the word is, “a brother is born for adversity”. 

Paul was in adverse circumstances when he wrote this letter. Let us understand that Paul was a prisoner in Rome; he wrote this epistle from the prison cell, and he was not only in prison but there were bonds upon him. He could say in chapter 1, 

“my bonds have become manifest (as being) in Christ in all the praetorium and to all others” 

(Philippians 1: 13); he was a prisoner bound with a chain when he wrote this letter, and this servant Epaphroditus left Philippi to travel to Rome to carry a gift to Paul; he was a brother born for adversity. Paul was in adverse circumstances and Epaphroditus was a brother who could draw near to him when he needed help. How Paul appreciated that help because he, the vessel of the testimony, was in need. He refers to it in chapter 4, you will recall, when he says, “for also in Thessalonica once and even twice ye sent to me for, my need” (Philippians 4: 16). So there were times when Paul had need, the need of a servant. The Philippians wanted to minister to his need and so they found Epaphroditus, a brother, and he travelled all the way to Italy to carry the ministration to help Paul in his need. You know, in carrying that gift to Paul Epaphroditus got sick, he jeopardized his own life. Paul says, “for he was also sick close to death” (Philippians 2: 27); it was a serious situation in which he almost lost his life. Paul could say, “because for the sake of the work he drew near even to death, venturing his life that he might fill up what lacked in your ministration toward me” (verse 30). 

I commend this thought of the brother to the dear brethren—“a brother is born for adversity”, and Epaphroditus is here a brother in times of adversity to minister to Paul’s need, and venturing his own life so that he nearly died, he was sick close to death. 

The second feature to which I allude is the expression “my ... fellow-workman”. Ah, the thought of the workman, the thought of work that is God’s labour; work involves labour together, labour with Paul, the thought of fellow-workman, to be able to labour alongside of Paul. The Lord 

Jesus when He was here had to say sorrowfully, “The harvest indeed (is) great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest”, Luke 10: 2. The tendency sometimes is to shirk responsibility; I feel it myself and I am sure you are conscious of it, to leave it for somebody else to do; somebody else will do it. So the Lord said, “The harvest indeed (is) great, but the workmen few”. Thank God for men like Epaphroditus who would join in the work, labouring together with Paul, so that Paul could refer, to him as his fellow-workman, one who would not make a tug-of-war against Paul but would work with Paul for the furtherance of the gospel, and the furtherance of the truth of the assembly. So, as I said, there is need of workmen, and as we get into the work let us be sure that we work rightly, and build rightly. 

In 1 Corinthians 3: 9–13 Paul says, “we are God’s fellow-workmen”, but then he gives a warning, “let each see how he builds”; he says, “Now if any one build upon [this] foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, straw, the work of each shall be made manifest”. 

The fire will try the work of each. Now evidently the gold and the silver and the precious stones would abide, because the fire does not destroy those metals; but when the fire comes to try the wood, and the grass and the straw, you know what happens, the fire will burn it up. 

So how are we building? Is our labour going to stand when the fire tries our work? Will it be proved to be of gold, precious stones and silver, or wood and grass and straw? Oh, this is a very exercising matter, how we work, how we labour, how we build. Hence the apostle says to the Corinthians, “let each see how he builds”. It is not that our souls will be lost, for if you are a believer you are saved eternally, but if the work which you do does not stand up to the test of the 

fire, you will lose your reward in the day of the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. So therefore let us see how we build. It was Paul who spoke of work and labour for the Lord’s sake, so much so that the word used at the end of 1 Corinthians 15: 58 is “abounding always in the work of the Lord”. That is a great victory chapter—1 Corinthians 15—resurrection from among the dead, and the change of the mortal body to immortality; it is a victory chapter, and in the light of the victory of that chapter the apostle ends it with that expression, 

“So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immovable, abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in (the) Lord”. 

Dear brethren, let us abound at the close of the dispensation; this is not the time for armchair Christians. You know what I mean by an armchair Christian; he is always resting; this is not a time for that, this is a time for work, work and labour for the Lord’s sake, and abounding in the work of the Lord, “knowing that your toil is not in vain in (the) Lord”. Do you know that prayer is one part of the work of the Lord? A sister who is shut in, for example, who is not able to get to the meetings, she can work through prayer for the prosperity of the testimony, she can be before God constantly, giving Him no rest, shall we say reverently, through her prayers for the testimony, her prayers for the gospel, her prayers for the saints. So that is one way in which you can labour. You can work with the ministry of the word, the preaching of the gospel, you can labour in the shepherd care of the saints. We had in the reading as to the great Shepherd of the sheep; that service is carried out by the Lord, and He uses men and women to work out this shepherd service to one another. A shepherd in the Lord’s work, knows the needs of the brethren spiritually, and otherwise too, and is available to help in any way; that is 

the shepherd. 

So, beloved saints, I am impressed with this thought, Paul’s “fellow-workman”. 

Epaphroditus, no doubt, was a good workman. That is the word in 2 Timothy 2: 15, “Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed”. One thing as to being a workman is that we would not be concerned with the praise of man, or seek approval of men. Paul says that if he were pleasing men he would not be Christ’s bondman. Your only concern in being a workman is to please the Lord. Be sure you are approved of God; that is all that matters, to have His approval. So the word is, “Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth”. I believe that Epaphroditus was such a man; he was a workman approved of God. 

Then I touch on this third feature to which the beloved apostle alludes, “my fellow-soldier”. 

Ah, that brings up the militant thought, the military idea. Do you understand, beloved brother, beloved sister, that there is an aspect of the church involving what is military, the church militant? Dear brethren, let me tell you we are in a time of warfare, serious warfare. The apostle alludes to it in Ephesians 6: 12, “our struggle is not against blood and flesh”; our struggle is not against mere human enemies “but against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual (power) of wickedness in the heavenlies”. What the apostle is seeking to convey there is that the warfare is a spiritual warfare between the saints and wicked spirits in the heavenlies that are set against the testimony of God, and those wicked spirits are under the dominion of Satan. It is a serious warfare, and because it is a serious warfare we need to have 

the right armour on for this war. Paul says that in 2 Corinthians 10: 4, “For the arms of our warfare (are) not fleshly, but powerful according to God to (the) overthrow of strongholds”. 

What then is the armour we need for this spiritual war in which we are, this warfare in which we are soldiers? Paul alludes to it as the panoply of God, the whole armour of God. He says, 

“For this reason take (to you) the panoply of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day”, Ephesians 6: 13. Dear brethren, if ever there was “the evil day” it is today. The evil day is now. This world has never been as evil as it is today. It boggles the mind the evil that is in the world today; this is the time when we need the whole armour. Let us have that armour, the whole armour of God. I have no doubt that Epaphroditus had the armour, for Paul alludes to him as my “fellow-soldier”; he would stand with Paul in the military defence of the testimony and the defence of the gospel, and he would contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. In that sense he was indeed a good soldier. 

Now, dear brethren, may we each have a part in this our day in being a soldier of Jesus Christ in this heavenly warfare for the defence of the testimony. Each one of us is to hold himself in defence of the testimony. Now warfare involves action, and because of the hardness that it involves there might be a tendency to draw back. Some countries have compulsory military service, and in other countries it is voluntary; but wherever the State imposes compulsory military service people use all kinds of ‘conscience’ to escape it. Some are fake excuses of conscience, some are genuine. I am just trying to illustrate that the hazards of warfare and military service make persons seek to escape it. Paul had to say to Timothy, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, 

2 Timothy 2: 3. He was evidently drawing back from the battle, he was drawing back from the warfare. Paul says, “Take thy share in suffering”—in hardship—“as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”. I commend that word to every one here—get in the war alongside of Paul and be a good soldier of Jesus Christ. If you want to be a good soldier do not get entangled with the affairs of life. The apostle says, “No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier”. You can understand that a soldier wants to be free from being entangled and be in the warfare rightly. So if you want to be a good soldier of Jesus Christ avoid being entangled. Avoid being entangled with the world. The word of God is, “Love not the world, nor the things in the world”. It only entangles; avoid any entanglement that would hamper you so that you are not available for the Lord. Let us avoid entanglement and be in the warfare. Paul fought the good fight. He says in the last chapter of 2 Timothy, “I have fought the good fight” (2 Timothy 4: 7 A.V.). 

So that at the very end of his path of service, in his last inspired writing, he says to Timothy, I have finished the race, I have fought the fight. Paul is gone; we are still here, and the spiritual warfare is still going on. Beloved brethren, if we have not before now enlisted we can enlist this evening and be good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

So I commend these three thoughts to you, “Epaphroditus, my brother”, “fellow-workman”, and “fellow-soldier”. May God bless the word. 

Address in Barbados
26 December 1987 
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“THE SAME MIND IN THE LORD”


P. J. Walkinshaw 

Philippians 4: 2 

I would like to speak very simply, beloved brethren, as to the importance of being of the same mind in the Lord. This scripture, of course, refers to two sisters. I would like to apply it to husband and wife as to the importance of being of the same mind in the Lord. Marriage, of course, is of God. It is a natural relationship, and a blessed one. I think as in it we should all be exercised, with our wives or husbands, to be of the same mind in the Lord. It is not simply agreeing as to natural things or getting on with one another naturally. I think, as we are often reminded, we should put first things first and be of one mind in the Lord. I would appeal to each of us, particularly our brother and sister who have been married today, and then to those amongst us perhaps contemplating marriage, that we should think about this verse and ensure that we are of the same mind in the Lord. I think in that way we will find blessing. Not only are we to be of the same mind in natural things and all the affairs of life, but we should bring the Lord into all our circumstances and put Him first, as Joshua said, “but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah”, Joshua 24: 15. I think that is the important thing. A much greater thing than the natural is to put the Lord first that He might come in and bless the household as we are of the same mind in the Lord. So as exercises come up, as they do amongst us, I think a man and his wife would be of the same mind in the Lord. 

It is important, I feel, to arrive at this before we get married; then the marriage will be on a firm foundation, and the Lord will bless it as we put Him first and have the same mind about His things. A man, of course, is head of his house and a wife is to be subject to her husband, but I feel simply that that is not the husband laying down the law and the wife doing what she is told. I think the two are to be together.as were Priscilla and Aquila who are often referred to as having one neck when they looked after Paul, and looked after the interests of the Lord. They were one in the matter. So there was no question of one wanting to do one thing and one another. I think that, as before God, and before the Lord, and with the help of the Spirit, they had the same mind in the Lord. 

So I just had this simple impression of how important it is for each of us, not only those of us that are married but each of us in our localities, to be of the same mind in the Lord. Then particularly for our beloved brother and sister as they begin their married life together and those of us who are married, and those, as I have said, who are contemplating marriage, that we should be exercised that we should be of the same mind in the Lord. May He bless the word, for His name’s sake.

Word at the marriage of Mr. A. McKay and Miss P. Wright, Redbridge
26 September 1987
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Philippians 4:2 (JND) [2] I exhort Euodia, and exhort Syntyche, to be of the same mind in [the] Lord;

Joshua 24:15 (JND) [15] And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods whom your fathers that were on the other side of the river served, or the gods of the Amorite, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.



EXTRACT


The kingdom of God is ever the exercise of divine power here on earth for man; whereas the kingdom of heaven has reference to the presence of Christ in heaven as ruling those below. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 2, p.146) 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661
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