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A SOWING

A. J. E. Welch

John 12: 24; 1 Corinthians 15: 37, 38, 42–44 

What we are engaged with, dear brethren, is a sowing, and we can look on beyond it to glory that is to come, glory that is extensive and substantial. It all depends upon the grain of wheat falling into the ground and dying (John 12: 24), a unique reference to Jesus. No dying but the dying of Jesus could yield “much fruit”. He alone could go that way. The grain of wheat is not exactly said to be sown; it falls into the ground, a reference to what is uniquely His own action in going into the depths. We can think of the myriads, we can look on and have some impression of the myriads who are the fruit of that death and resurrection of His; He will not be alone. “Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone”. It is remarkable that that expression is used, “abides alone”, to bring out, by contrast, what the coming day will be when that same glorious Person shall be in the midst of myriads—and our sister will be among them. We shall all who are here together, I would think, be among them. 

But then there is sowing, which is spoken of in 1 Corinthians 15; there is something sown and something quickened. The suggestion is clear that though there is the sowing, the glorious result is something which answers to the heart of God. God gives to it a body ‘ as He has pleased’, “and to each of the seeds its own body”. Oh the marvel, dear brethren, of those divine counsels, that in perfect consistency with all that God is in Himself in love and in all His attributes, He can, so to say, use death itself as a means to bring into view what is entirely of Him, and subsists for His pleasure. He “gives to it a body as he has pleased, and to each of the seeds its own body”. 

The identity goes through, a marvellous thing! the identity goes through, but free of all limitations, such as those which our sister, latterly especially, has known. We might say that the dying of Jesus has left God absolutely free, in consistency with what He is in Himself, to give to each its own body, to bring us into view according to His pleasure abidingly. What a wonderful contemplation! What a scene opens up, not an empty scene, but a full one, so it says, “It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body”. 

Well, dear brethren, that is a wonderful contemplation, to think of what we have before us today as just a sowing, and to look on into the glory of the fruit that is to follow—and the basis of it all is in the dying of Jesus. 

 


Scripture references

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

1 Corinthians 15:37-44 (JND) [37] And what thou sowest, thou sowest not the body that shall be, but a bare grain: it may be of wheat, or some one of the rest: [38] and God gives to it a body as he has pleased, and to each of the seeds its own body. [39] Every flesh [is] not the same flesh, but one [is] of men, and another flesh of beasts, and another [flesh] of birds, and another of fishes. [40] And [there are] heavenly bodies, and earthly bodies: but different is the glory of the heavenly, different that of the earthly: [41] one [the] sun's glory, and another [the] moon's glory, and another [the] stars' glory; for star differs from star in glory. [42] Thus also [is] the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruptibility. [43] It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. [44] It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body: if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual [one].

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …



STRENGTH AND RESOURCE IN SORROW

E. C. Muggleton 

Ecclesiastes 7: 8; Philippians 1: 23; Psalm 84: 5–7 

In the hymn that we sang (Hymn 452) the great objective before us is the glory. The verse in Ecclesiastes was read because it says, “Better is the end of a thing than its beginning”, and the end of every Christian, the ending of the path of suffering and testing, and even the tasting of the very article of death, as our sister has faced it, is to be with Christ which is “very much better”. This is the portion of our beloved sister now. 

There is that which is “better” to the Christian, for the end of God’s work is glory. Our brother and sister have been together through a long life of over fifty-four years, and great testing has entered into their life and circumstances. While the portion of our sister is very much better, our beloved brother, with us all, is passing through the valley of Baca, but we are to make it a well-spring. Our brother referred to Jesus as the One who has been through the valley Himself; He was a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief when here. 

We have grief, we have sorrow, yet as we think of death and all its terror, the sting has been taken out of it. We love to think of our Saviour and how He is acquainted with our grief today, so that we can enter into the real joy of our links with Christ on the other side of death. 

Although we are passing through this valley of Baca, Jesus who has gone before has made a way through. It is a valley of tears that we might gain the experience and overcome through the wellspring, and we are not to despise those tears. 

Our brother and sister have had tears over the years; we recall those bitter days of the thirties when they went through great testing and trial, but they have come through and our brother knows where his strength is. “Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee—they, in whose heart are the highways”. 

We need strength today, beloved brethren, to go through this valley of Baca, but God is our strength. We often sing, ‘Sing aloud to God our strength’, and He is our strength today. 

“Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee—they, in whose heart are the highways”; that is the saints being led into the very presence of God. How wonderful it is that passing through this valley of Baca they make it a well-spring. Can we not make it a well-spring in the light of the great victory of Christ and how He has triumphed over death and broken its power so that we can enjoy the victory that He has won? 

It says that “They go from strength to strength”, and today we go from strength to strength. As we go from this meeting to the grave, beloved brethren, we, with our beloved brother, will  need strength, but we know the source of that strength and will prove again today that God is our strength. 

It then says, “each one will appear before God in Zion”—what a triumph for God that He can bring us through this valley. It is a valley of tears, the tears of righteous persons which have been put into God’s bottle. Those tears are never to be despised. Beloved Mr. Taylor once said in referring to this Psalm that if there were no tears, there would be little joy, and it is so, beloved brethren. We are reminded of the tears of Jesus, how He wept in regard of the death of Lazarus, so we experience His feelings as He goes with us today bearing our griefs and carrying our sorrows so that we rise above them in the strength that He gives. 

Well, just that impression, that we need strength as going through with the testimony. Our brother and sister have gone through many sorrows in the testimony and today we need strength to carry us right through. Every one appearing before God in Zion—what a triumph for God Himself it is that He is able to bring us through. Well may we sing, ‘Sing aloud to God our strength’! and we all shall appear before God in Zion. We are part of the spoil—the vast host which has been secured through that grain of wheat falling into the ground, as we have been reminded. 

May we experience, too, the strength of the blessed Spirit, the Comforter, who is with us and in us. The Lord Jesus said, “Blessed they that mourn, for they shall be comforted”, Matthew 5: 4. There is comfort in the presence of the Holy Spirit. May we know the joy of it and experience it now as we go forward. 

Words at the burial of Mrs. E. M. Wakefield of Sunbury, at Richmond
16 November 1984 

(The other word on this occasion was printed in the November 1985 issue)

 


Scripture references

Ecclesiastes 7:8 (JND) [8] Better is the end of a thing than its beginning; better is a patient spirit than a proud spirit.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Psalms 84:5-7 (JND) [5] Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, they, in whose heart are the highways. [6] Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a well-spring; yea, the early rain covereth it with blessings. [7] They go from strength to strength: [each one] will appear before God in Zion.

Matthew 5:4 (JND) [4] Blessed they that mourn, for *they* shall be comforted.



THE LORD IN MOVEMENT

J. A. Gardiner 

John 14: 18–20; 20: 19; 2 Thessalonians 2: 1, 2; Matthew 11: 28–30 

In this gospel of John the Lord Jesus is presented to us as in movement. How blessed are His movements! He has moved and taken our beloved brother to be with Himself; He has moved in love and He would comfort our hearts, especially the heart of our beloved sister. He has in mind blessing, and I am sure He has come into the situation Himself to comfort and bless. He promised the disciples here in the verse we read that He was not going to leave them orphans. 

He was not going to leave the position bereft of comfort; He was not going to leave them resourceless; He says, “I am coming to you”. He was actually on the move to them. He was thinking about His rejection, thinking about His going to the Father, the greatness of the present day, and He was speaking about it in that day. 

He says, “In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. Our beloved brother knew that; he knew that in the power of the Holy Spirit of God; He knew that in the power of the Comforter—the other Comforter who has come here to take up His abode in the saints of God, to take up His abode in the people of God—because Christ is before Him. He has come here on the basis of Christ being glorified. It says earlier in this gospel, “the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified”. But now Jesus is glorified and the Spirit of God is here testifying to us that He is in the Father, that is, He is in the Father’s affections. Oh how wonderfully Jesus is in the Father’s affections! He is presented to us in this gospel as being in the bosom of the Father, “the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared him” (John 1: 18). He has made Him known. The declaration of God, beloved friends, has come from that place of holy love, that place of affection. The Son who is in the bosom of the Father has made Him known. 

So then He says, “and ye in me”. Our beloved brother knew that; he knew that he was in the heart of Christ, he knew that he was engraved there; he knew that when Jesus moved in the Father’s presence he was with Him. The names are on the breastplate and on the shoulder-pieces of the Priest. As Jesus moved in the sanctuary, supporting him in his weakness, he knew—our beloved brother who has gone to be with Christ—that he was there too. 

Then He goes on to say, “and I in you”, and our brother knew that too. He knew that Jesus was in his heart, he knew consciously that Christ was dwelling in his heart. These are the precious realities of Christianity, beloved, the divine and holy activities of love that were proved and known by our brother and are knowable to every Christian. Every Christian may not be in the gain of them. We have to say how weakly and how feebly we are touching these great matters. That weakness is from our side; there is no weakness from God’s side; there is no stint from the divine side; love in all its fulness, in all its blessedness, flows in the movements of Christ. 

So what He has done in taking our beloved brother to be with Himself was an act of holy love; the fulness of His heart of love has entered into it, and His heart of love is towards our beloved sister in comfort to her, and she knows Him well. She has known Him well over these many years and she will prove Him afresh. 

I touched on John 20 because there is this precious movement of Christ; it says, “Jesus came and stood in the midst”. This is where our beloved brother knew and learned Christ. He knew and learned Him there at the Lord’s supper—a prime feature of Christianity is the Lord’s supper. The first day of the week, the day on which the Lord rose from among the dead, is the day on which the Supper is celebrated. A great Christian celebration is the Lord’s supper and in it the Lord Jesus makes Himself known, and our beloved brother knew Him thus. So it was nothing strange for him in that sense to go to be with Christ. He had known Christ in resurrection, he had known the Lord Jesus coming in at the breaking of bread and saying, 

“Peace be to you”. Oh how precious that is! He has always said that throughout the centuries of His rejection as He has come to His saints at the Lord’s supper. That is what He has said, “Peace be to you”. That was a wonderful movement of Jesus, and He still comes this way; He still says, “Peace be to you”. And so we sometimes sing, 

‘‘Tis thus we know Thee as Thou’rt known above 

In heav’nly glory—home of perfect love’. (Hymn 84) 

These are wonderful, blessed facts, beloved friends, and our beloved brother entered into them in his heart and in his spirit, in his whole being, and let his heart go forth in holy praise and joyful response to Christ’s constant love. 

The scripture I read in Thessalonians relates to a very wonderful event, ‘the appointment’, as we sang of it in our hymn (Hymn 398), the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. When He came into this world as a Babe He came in weakness and there was the evidence of weakness (not moral weakness) as He went through in conditions of weakness. That was external; in Himself there was the power of God, He was crucified in weakness; He did not die in weakness; He went into death in power, and He overcame him who has the might of death; Scripture says that of the devil; he is a vanquished foe. And He rose from among the dead. 

Now the scripture I have read was written to comfort the hearts of the Thessalonians lest they should think the day of the Lord was already present. Paul was speaking of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Oh what a hope that is! What comfort enters into that, beloved friends, and “our gathering together to him”. Oh you think of what that will be when He comes, when His voice is heard; what power there will be in that shout of Christ, the Lord Himself; our brother will gather unto Him. He has known what it was to gather to the Lord, to gather to His name; this will be a gathering to Himself, not His name now, it is a gathering to Himself, all His own, all the redeemed ones from Adam onwards, all the saints of God, gathering to Him. 

What an assemblage! What a meeting! What a powerful triumph, beloved friends. It is in the anticipation of this, and in the light of this, and in the knowledge and the enjoyment of this in our hearts, that we proceed to bury our brother today. The grave is not the end; the graves will be opened and the dead in Christ shall rise; these things will happen. 

Oh I would appeal to anyone who may not believe this to consider well what the scripture says. What Jesus says in Matthew is a wonderful appeal, if you are feeling burdened, feeling laden. There are burdens. He says, “Come to me”; ‘You move’, He says, ‘I am moving; continually I am on the move; love is always active from My side, and soon I am going to be on the move universally when I come in the air and call My church to be with Myself eternally’. Now, He says, If you are feeling down, if you are feeling burdened, if you are feeling sorrowful, if you are feeling the weight of things, “Come to me”—“Come to me, all ye who labour”—not just some, all who labour and are burdened—“and I will give you rest”. 

Oh what a comfort! He will give you rest; rest to your conscience, rest to your affections; you will find life in Him. He says, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”. Oh what a Teacher! What a blessed Master to learn from! Peter says, You will become a living stone; you will find your place in God’s house, and find the blessedness of living in the love of Christ. He says, “To whom coming, a living stone … yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices”, 1 Peter 2: 4, 5. 

So the Lord goes on to say, “Ye shall find rest to your souls; for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. 

So may the Lord help us. May He comfort our beloved sister; she has come to Him, she has known this passage well, and proved it many times, and she will prove it again. The Lord Jesus would appeal to all our hearts if we are burdened, if we have pressure upon us, if we have tension about us, if there is anything that is causing us concern He says, “Come to me ... and I will give you rest”. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Mr. George Coull, Aberdeen
10 January 1984 

 


Scripture references

John 14:18-20 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you. [19] Yet a little and the world sees me no longer; but ye see me; because I live ye also shall live. [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.

John 20:19 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 (JND) [1] Now we beg you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him, [2] that ye be not soon shaken in mind, nor troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as [if it were] by us, as that the day of the Lord is present.

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

1 Peter 2:4-5 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.



INFLUENCE

A. McBride 

Genesis 2: 10–14; 2 Samuel 21: 8–10; Hosea 11: 4; John 17: 17–21 

I want to say a word, beloved, as to the matter of influence. We have been speaking of what it is to come under the influence of Christ, the restfulness of it. I would like to refer, if I may, to spiritual influence. There are many kinds of influence in the world, some, in the mercy of God, for good. Right government, for instance; it is a good influence. Thank God for that; we pray for those who rule. There are other influences. The prince of the power of the air has tremendous influence; sober thinking men and women are concerned about the influence of what is coming over the air, what is in the homes of men and women. Thank God it is not in the believer’s home if it is rightly regulated. These things have no place there. 

The whole creational system is one of influence for good. There is the great light, as we read in the first chapter of Genesis, and the small light, these two great lights with their influence which affect the climate and general prosperity of the world. The children know about that; they go to the seaside; the tide sometimes is in, it is right where they are; at other times it is far away out there. That is just part of the influence of these great lights which rule from God in His goodness. 

The scripture in Genesis would bring out, I think, the influence of the Holy Spirit Himself, the One who has come out from heaven. The river that went out from Eden divided into four heads. The first one, Pison, speaks particularly about the Spirit in our day, surrounding the land of Havilah. The interesting thing about these heads, as they are called (which would show that they are a leading thought with God), is that two of them, it says, “surround”; of another one it says, it “flows forward”. Pison would allude to the blessed activities of the Spirit in bringing in the circle which is surrounded by the influence of the Spirit Himself. 

These other rivers would, perhaps, in their literality refer to another day, but nevertheless the idea is there that one “flows forward”, so there is that in the influence of the Spirit that enables us to look forward. That is Colossians; “the hope of glory” is a forward look, the river flowing forward. 

I am interested in this land of Havilah; this river Pison, it says, “surrounds the whole land of Havilah, where the gold is. And the gold of that land if good; bdellium and the onyx stone are there”. I suppose there were many other things there; but the Spirit of God speaks about these three things, gold, bdellium and the onyx. Havilah means ‘a circle’. The word has two meanings actually; one is ‘a circle’ and the other ‘anguish’. I think it would point to the fact that while there is wonderful blessing, beloved brethren, in this circle of love which Havilah would speak of, there also is the side of anguish. It is like Philippians, the things that are more excellent come to light there in a suffering situation. So these things go together. We had a word on Tuesday as to not avoiding the sorrows; a brother was speaking to us about the priesthood of Christ and what He is able for; he was exhorting us not to avoid the sorrows—a timely word. But here we have “the gold of that land”. Oh, the blessedness of what it is just to enjoy, beloved brethren, the work of God in the saints for its own sake! Because this land of Havilah is like the assembly, it is like our gatherings; it is what is there, what the Spirit would influence. His influence is not vague; His influence is one of divine power and resource and freshness, and the inference here is that these things are there because the river is there. 

Oh, think of that blessed One, the Holy Spirit of God, who has come out from heaven freighted with the atmosphere of heaven, where Jesus is. You think of what that was when Jesus went up there after having risen, received up in glory, received by the Father—how glorious! Oh, what that would be! Take time, beloved brethren, to think about it, what that entrance into heaven would be; and from there the Holy Spirit has come, surrounding us with the influence of that blessed relationship that remains undisturbed up there between the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit would bring out the gold, the appreciation of Christ, and also the valuation we have of one another. 

Then there is the bdellium, that fragrant resin, suggesting what was exuded in that blessed Man as He was here. Oh, the fragrance of Jesus to His God and Father!—as Mr. Darby taught us, supremely so when on the cross at Calvary (see the ‘Synopsis’ on the offerings). But, dear brethren, the fragrance of Christ is still here in the saints. How fine to appreciate in one another the features of Christ, the fragrance of Christ. And there is also the onyx, speaking of us all representatively, all the beauties of the saints. 

You will remember that it was on the two onyx stones that the names of the tribes were put, six on one stone and six on another, according to their birth (Exodus 28: 9, 10); that is, we get some impression of what the saints are according to their glory in divine counsel. The names are also on the breastplate, according to their tribes. That is a blessed thing, too, the way that Jesus, in the power of His own love, would hold us together in family relationships; but on the onyx stones it is according to our birth. How we need to see beyond what we are in our normal circumstances and see the saints according to divine counsel. David makes mention of onyx stones in that long list in 1 Chronicles 29, beginning with “gold for things of gold, and silver for things of silver”. He goes right down the list and he includes onyx stones. Other stones are also mentioned, but the onyx stones are mentioned by themselves and I think it would indicate a kind of distinctiveness. 

Now these are things that the Spirit of God would bring out. How beautiful just to appreciate His blessed service! He would serve us so faithfully, so uninterruptedly, like this river, that we may see Christ in His own place up there, but Christ too in the saints down here. How fine! Paul in writing to the Philippians associates the overseers with himself and Timotheus, as if he would emphasize the idea of a right influence. It would be seen in a place, and that would be the result of the Spirit’s work. 

I wanted to touch on Hosea because it alludes, I think, to the influence of ministry. “I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love”. Oh, think of God’s love for His people! Think of His love for us! Think of the love of Christ—what love! Whose cords of love were these? 

You say, it is Jesus. Yes, it is Jesus, but, you know, the reference actually is to Aaron. I understand that the reference is to Exodus 16, where the people were murmuring. There they were in the wilderness in the ways of God, delivered from Egypt and brought into the wilderness but looking back to where they had been. How sad it is, beloved brethren, how terribly sad, if persons want to go back to something they have left. Moses tells Aaron to speak to the people. Now it is not in any sense to belittle Moses, because Moses was representing God to Aaron, but at that particular juncture there was a need for a particular kind of spiritual ministry that would turn things, and it was Aaron who spoke to the people. 

Think of the history of Aaron. What a man he was, a man who was said to be a brother, a man who knew how to love. When he met Moses on the mountain of God it says he kissed him. What cords of love he knew about, what bands of a man he knew about, and he spoke to the people in Exodus 16 and brought them into the presence of Jehovah. What an important thing that is, to be able to bring saints into the presence of God by the word of God itself. 

What skill is needed! It says they turned towards the wilderness and saw the glory of Jehovah. They are no longer looking back to Egypt, no longer looking back to what had been judged and left behind, but turning, turning under the power of affectionate ministry. How God would take account of us. I think the bands might suggest the idea of what is strong; the cords might suggest what is pliable, what is able to get round the problems, what is able to meet everything without giving. Bands do not give, you know; Aaron surrendered nothing in speaking to the people, but he held them. O, beloved brethren, would that we turned our faces to see the glory! Let us be amenable to these bands, these precious touches of Christ in the ministry, the way that He would help us, take us in control, and draw us in these cords of love. Oh, the power of it! Someone said in our meeting recently that love is the most powerful thing in the universe. How right that is! I think Aaron in speaking was able to bring in the gold, to turn them to the wilderness to see the appearing of the glory of Jehovah; he was able too, in priestly skill, to hold the people according to what the onyx would speak of; he was able also to bring in the bdellium. You know, there is a beautiful touch in Numbers 11, where the people lost their taste for the manna; they tried to change its taste, but the Spirit of God in that chapter records something about the manna that we do not get anywhere else; He says it was “as the appearance of bdellium” (Numbers 11: 7). How beautiful! We may lose our taste for the fragrance of Jesus, the life of that blessed. Man, but the Spirit of God never. He would remind us at any time, dear beloved brother and sister, if there is any waning of affection for Jesus, of the fragrance of that blessed Man. 

Now 2 Samuel 21 is a different setting, a setting where David is not at his best. Now we need to be careful in speaking about David because God says of him, and He never changed it, that he was a man after His own heart. He was a man taken up by God who was characteristically with God; who felt for God; who thought for God; who sacrificed for God. What a man he was! David held to this idea of a circle; indeed it says as to Jerusalem that he built “round about from the Millo and inward”, 2 Samuel 5: 9. What a need there is, beloved 

brethren, to appreciate what is within the circle. David did that, he even entered into the reality of these rivers that we read about, because we read of him also in this book going as far as the Euphrates to recover his kingdom (2 Samuel 8: 3). But here he is not at his best, and we just have to be humble about that. I do not want to put more on this woman Rizpah than Scripture would warrant; we do not know much about her, but what she does bring out is spiritual feeling, a feeling influence, that was the only right element at that particular time. 

There was this famine, and David enquired of Jehovah. Well, you might wonder about that, “year after year”, but still he enquired of Jehovah; that was good. But then, somewhere along the course of the exercise something went wrong; he listened to these Gibeonites, and at the end of it there were seven persons who were hanged on trees. 

Now this woman brings out the side of feeling; she had her personal sorrow; two sons of her own had been hanged; but there were others. O, beloved brethren, if we understand the value of the circle we feel for one another! How precious to be able to take in the saints in our affections, and this woman did that; she took on the sorrows of others, and she spread this sackcloth “for her upon the rock”. I sometimes feel I am more able to spread sackcloth for somebody else, but she spread it for herself. There is no record of what she said, what is recorded is what she did. Persons with right exercise tend not to say too much; they tend rather to feel; they tend rather to get into the presence of God; they tend rather to do what this woman did—to get back to the rock. Get back to that precious Rock that was smitten, Jesus. 

Come back to Jesus; enter into His sufferings, what it was to Him that He had to die. The blessed Spirit, of whose influence we have been speaking, came to us, as we are taught in Exodus 17, on the basis of the smiting of Christ. 

While you would not put too much, as I say, on this woman, nevertheless the Spirit of God records that she took sackcloth “and spread it for her upon the rock”. Oh, think of that; what a thing to do! What depth of spiritual feeling came to light in that woman; bereft of her sons; feeling too the sorrows of others, but feeling perhaps even more the awfulness of what had come in, what was not in keeping with the kingdom of David, not proper to the kingdom of David. She is doing this, and doing it “from the beginning of harvest until water poured on them out of the heavens”. The beginning of the harvest is like the saints going on enjoying the meetings, and that is perfectly right and good and proper, but through all that time, many months, this woman carried her sorrows, carried them with God. Her influence in her sorrow and in her feeling was such that it came to the ears of David. Would that we could influence in some way by our feelings things that may be bearing on the consciences and spirits of the saints! One way to acquire influence is to get back to Christ. Oh to spend time in the presence of the Lord Jesus, to dwell feelingly on what it was for Him, the Rock, to be smitten, pondering the extremity to which Jesus went, and then it may be (and I am not saying that we should not say anything) that there will be influence, so that these bones can be finally buried. The end of the section is that “God was propitious to the land”. Is that not fine? That is what we long for. 

Now we come to John 17; we are coming into a holy area. John loves to speak about circles. We spoke about one today in John 12. There is another one in John 13, a circle of love and devotion where Jesus laid aside His garments and went round His own one by one washing their feet, and wiping them with the towel. Oh, these blessed activities within this circle! They belong to the land of Havilah. Then, following the teaching as to the Spirit in John 14, 15 and 16, we come to this beautiful chapter 17. I would like to touch on the influence of the Lord Jesus with the Father. 

How wonderful is this beautiful chapter! What gold is in it!—“That they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent” (John 17: 3)—what fragrance is in it! “They are not of the world” (John 17: 16). Think of Jesus speaking to the Father about you and me, beloved saints. Oh, that blessed Man, that Manna that was here on the face of the earth. It was not of the world; it was another kind of Man, another kind of manhood, and as to the saints, we are privileged to look at them and say they are of the same order—“not of the world”. 

Now He continues and says, “Sanctify them by the truth—thy word is truth”. What a privilege we have to listen to the very words of Jesus to His own Father, and He is saying, “Sanctify them by the truth”. Oh, the influence of that blessed intercession! We are in it now, dear brethren, we are still in it—“Sanctify them by the truth—thy word is truth”, it is still here, the blessed influence of Christ over the whole of this dispensation. He goes on to say, “and I sanctify myself for them”; that refers to His death; that was immediate, that was absolute. There are two sides to sanctification, as the brethren know; one is the absolute side relating to what Christ has done in giving Himself in death. He has sanctified us; that is true of us; true of us because of what He has done. But then there is the progressive aspect of sanctification, like the river that goes forward; that comes by the Father’s word, the word coming from the Father, the whole resource of heaven, the Father there with Christ in His presence. 

We have these openings up of the truth—in Ephesians for instance—these glorious things, all coming to us now as a result of this prayer of the Lord Jesus. He says, “Sanctify them by the truth—thy word is truth”. Dear brethren, the dispensation was set on in that way on the basis of the Lord Jesus in His influence there in heaven. Anticipatively He is already in heaven in John 17. Then He speaks about those who believe, and brings it right down to us. We are still in the good of this wonderful prayer, beloved brethren, still in the benefit of it, this sanctification by the word, the Father’s word. 

Oh, let the influence of what the Father is in all His blessedness, His perfect grace and love, let that come down to us. “Thy word”, He says, “is truth”, so that we are regulated, we are helped, we are brought into holy divine relationships, as He says, “that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me”. Oh, how beautiful! “That they may be all one”, He says, “as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee”. Oh, think of that! Who could penetrate that? Let us enjoy it, beloved brethren; let us bathe ourselves in the influence, the atmosphere, of Jesus in the presence of His Father so that we may get the benefit and come into the gain of this that He says, “That they may be all one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me”. 

Beloved brethren, the only right testimony to Jesus is in our links together at this level. Well, may the Lord, may the Spirit, yea, may the Father Himself, help us into these things for the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Redbridge
9 March 1985 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 2:10-14 (JND) [10] And a river went out of Eden, to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became four main streams. [11] The name of the one is Pison: that is it which surrounds the whole land of Havilah, where the gold is. [12] And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and the onyx stone are there. [13] And the name of the second river is Gihon: that is it which surrounds the whole land of Cush. [14] And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which flows forward toward Asshur. And the fourth river, that is Euphrates.

2 Samuel 21:8-10 (JND) [8] And the king took the two sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, whom she had borne to Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth; and the five sons of [the sister of] Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she had borne to Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite; [9] and he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the hill before Jehovah. And they fell all seven together, and were put to death in the first days of the harvest, in the beginning of barley harvest. [10] Then Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water poured on them out of the heavens, and suffered neither the fowl of the heavens to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night.

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

John 17:17-21 (JND) [17] Sanctify them by the truth: thy word is truth. [18] As thou hast sent me into the world, I also have sent them into the world; [19] and I sanctify myself for them, that they also may be sanctified by truth. [20] And I do not demand for these only, but also for those who believe on me through their word; [21] that they may be all one, as thou, Father, [art] in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

Exodus 28:9-10 (JND) [9] And thou shalt take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the children of Israel: [10] six of their names on the one stone, and the six names of the rest on the other stone, according to their birth.

1 Chronicles 29 (JND) [1] And king David said to all the congregation, Solomon my son, the one whom God has chosen, is young and tender, and the work is great; for this palace is not to be for man, but for Jehovah Elohim. [2] And I have prepared according to all my power for the house of my God gold for [things of] gold, and silver for [things of] silver, and brass for [things of] brass, iron for [things of] iron, and wood for [things of] wood; onyx stones, and [stones] to be set, glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and white marble in abundance. [3] And moreover, in my affection for the house of my God I have given of my own property of gold and silver, for the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for the house of the sanctuary: …

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

Numbers 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass that when the people murmured, it was evil in the ears of Jehovah; and Jehovah heard it, and his anger was kindled, and the fire of Jehovah burned among them, and consumed [some] in the extremity of the camp. [2] And the people cried to Moses; and Moses prayed to Jehovah and the fire abated. [3] And they called the name of that place Taberah; because a fire of Jehovah burned among them. …

Numbers 11:7 (JND) [7] And the manna was as coriander seed, and its appearance as the appearance of bdellium.

2 Samuel 21 (JND) [1] And there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and David inquired of Jehovah. And Jehovah said, It is for Saul, and for [his] house of blood, because he slew the Gibeonites. [2] And the king called the Gibeonites, and spoke to them. (Now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but of the remainder of the Amorites; and the children of Israel had sworn to them; and Saul sought to smite them in his zeal for the children of Israel and Judah.) [3] And David said to the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and with what shall I make atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of Jehovah? …

2 Samuel 5:9 (JND) [9] So David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from the Millo and inward.

2 Samuel 8:3 (JND) [3] And David smote Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his dominion by the river Euphrates.

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

John 17:3 (JND) [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

John 17:16 (JND) [16] They are not of the world, as I am not of the world.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …



THE “EARTHLY TABERNACLE” AND THE “BUILDING FROM GOD”

A. G. Mair 

2 Corinthians 5: 1–10 

Paul, in writing to the saints at Corinth in his first epistle, draws attention in chapter 15 to the resurrection, that great event that will take place very soon, when the saints, those who have put their trust in Jesus, will be caught up. Now in the second epistle he is drawing attention to the heavenly side of this matter. I have read this scripture, at this moment of great sorrow, so that we may see things from God’s side. We can take account of our sister as one loved amongst us. She was a model, a sister who was very commendable and had no worldly traits. 

She was occupied with her Lord. On her last Lord’s day with us she remembered the Lord Jesus in the breaking of bread. She answered to His request. 

I would like to draw attention to what Paul refers to as “our earthly tabernacle house”. This is a temporary thing. These bodies that we have are temporary bodies. We are here for a purpose. We are here to carry out the will of God in our bodies. As carrying out the will of God in our bodies we are pleasurable to Him. Now our sister was that. 

The earthly tabernacle house reminds me of the tabernacle in the wilderness. The tabernacle was basically a tent. I want to make a point of that. There was nothing great outwardly in the tabernacle system. What was precious was inside that tent. I want to emphasize that. What is precious at a moment like this is the work of God. That is the only thing that is going through. We can take comfort that the work of God in our sister is going to go through. It is like God finishing her testimony. He has completed His work and the tent has been taken down. God has done that. He has ended her testimony. Man may say, 

‘an untimely death’, but, my dear friends, the believer says that there is nothing untimely about it. She has finished her course. The work of God in the believer is perfect. We can therefore take courage that although we mourn the loss of our sister, there is that which is going through. These bodies, as I have said, are only temporary, primarily for carrying out the will of God. 

Now this raises the question with each one of us, Are we carrying out the will of God in our bodies? Are we amenable to the operations of God? God desires to work something out in us. 

Nothing can destroy the work of God. “If our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God”. This building from God is a wonderful thing. Solomon built the house of Jehovah. That would link on with the building from God, and when you think of that, it is lasting. This is something that no corruption can overtake. The body placed in the grave will, if the Lord tarry, go to corruption. 

It will, of course, be raised at the rapture, but I want to stress this side that we have a building from God. At this moment our sister is with Christ. She is awaiting this building from God. It is a house “not made with hands”. There is nothing that can mar that body that we are going to receive. Every believer that has put his trust in Christ is going to receive a body of glory. 

Now what is the pattern for that body? Paul in writing to the Philippians tells them that we shall have bodies conformed to His body of glory (Philippians 3: 21). That is the pattern. The work of God in the believer is really the features of Christ that have been formed in the time scene. It says, “Now he that has wrought us for this very thing is God”. So that it is the features of Christ that are being worked out in us. This makes us equal for that body of glory. 

Our sister will be equal for her body of glory. What was in our sister, what is now with Christ, is perfect. Nothing can mar that, and it will be clothed with a body of glory. What a wonderful thing! What a comfort that the work of God has been completed in our sister and nothing can touch it. 

God has been pleased to take our sister very early. The work was complete. Her testimony in that earthly tabernacle house had been completed and now she is amongst those who are awaiting the time when the Lord will come into the air. “For indeed we who are in the tabernacle groan, being burdened”. The work of God is greater than what our bodies are able for and therefore we groan, being burdened. Do we know anything of this groaning? Paul speaks of his desiring rather to be with Christ. The work of God will then be completed. We must wait the Lord’s perfect time. 

We have also been given “the earnest of the Spirit”. The Spirit is drawing our attention, not to this scene of death, but to a blessed Man who has been installed in glory, our Lord Jesus Christ. I want to draw your attention to Christ in glory at this moment. He is there; He is beyond death. He has been into death and has taken away its power. Our sister is with Him. 

The believer can look into heaven by the Spirit and see a Man there—Jesus. We have been given the earnest. We have been given the enjoyment of these things. Our sister enjoyed them. It says of the house not made with hands that it is eternal in the heavens; it goes right into eternity. How wonderful! 

Then it says we are “always confident”. I would like to encourage each one of us to see that we have this confidence, knowing that if we are absent from the body we shall be present with the Lord. That refers only to the believer. I do not know if there are any here who have not committed themselves to Jesus yet. If that be so, now is your opportunity. The Lord may be speaking directly to you, to win you, so that you also may have this confidence and be able to look forward with confidence. Our sister was ready to go. 

“We are zealous, whether present or absent, to be agreeable to him”. Our sister was agreeable to Him, her Lord. I want to draw attention to the lordship of Jesus. Lordship involves authority. It is against all evil and is for our blessing. But there is more than that. It involves ownership. Are you under the sway of Jesus as Lord? Are we amenable to God’s workings? 

“We are zealous”—it is a great time for being zealous. Many have slipped away. This world is a scene of decay and decline, but that should not mark the Christian. The Christian should go through this scene zealous to be agreeable to Him. Our sister was zealous to be agreeable to Him and He has taken her to be with Himself. What a wonderful touch! The Lord Jesus has done that. Nothing that man could do could stop that happening. It is final, but think of the love behind it. The Lord Jesus has been satisfied with her testimony and has taken her to be with Himself. May each one of us be encouraged by, that. 

God makes no mistakes; “As for God, his way is perfect”, Psalm 18: 30. God has taken down the earthly tabernacle; her career on this earth is finished. She is now awaiting that body of glory, and it shall be like unto His own body of glory. May our hearts be thus encouraged, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. [4] For indeed we who are in the tabernacle groan, being burdened; while yet we do not wish to be unclothed, but clothed, that [what is] mortal may be swallowed up by life. [5] Now he that has wrought us for this very thing [is] God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit. [6] Therefore [we are] always confident, and know that while present in the body we are absent from the Lord, [7] (for we walk by faith, not by sight;) [8] we are confident, I say, and pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord. [9] Wherefore also we are zealous, whether present or absent, to be agreeable to him. [10] For we must all be manifested before the judgment-seat of the Christ, that each may receive the things [done] in the body, according to those he has done, whether [it be] good or evil.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Psalms 18:30 (JND) [30] As for God, his way is perfect; the word of Jehovah is tried: he is a shield to all that trust in him.



“THOU ART MINE”

J. Marshall

1 Corinthians 6: 19, 20; 1 Peter 3: 4 

I am impressed by the thought of the purchase price. We sang in our hymn, ‘Thy precious blood the purchase price’ (Hymn 375). Now, dear friends, we cannot compare that purchase price with any other; that is why one feels the tremendousness of it. Peter says, “Ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible things, as silver or gold … but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish”, 1 Peter 1: l8, 19. And the result of the paying of that price is, as Paul says, “Ye are not your own for ye have been bought with a price”. Our sister knew that. She knew the One who says, “I have redeemed thee ... thou art mine”, Isaiah 43: 1. She knew what it was to come under the sway of Christ, to come under the claims of redemption. The believer is for ever Christ’s. Have you ever thought of the claims that Christ has on you? Our sister gave way to the claims of the One who paid the purchase price. If it came to anything that involved a choice as to which way to go, she gave way to His claims. How challenging that is! And what else can we do, beloved brethren, as we think of all that was involved in the purchase price, and the One who paid it. 

One was struck also with the price spoken of in 1 Peter 3 where Peter speaks of “the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price”. That is something our sister had. She was characterised by a meek and quiet spirit. Have you and I such a spirit? We can learn from one another. Such a spirit “in the sight of God is of great price”. We went into our sister’s house one day and the verse she was reading was this—“When he giveth quietness, who then will disturb?”, Job 34: 29. 

Well, beloved friends, this is our sorrow; our sister has been taken from us, a sister we loved and appreciated. Her quiet, steadfast walk impressed us, and now she has been taken to be with the One she loved. As has been said earlier, she is “absent from the body and present with the Lord”. May these matters weigh heavily with us, because the ransom has been paid for all. Are we going to give way to the claims of the One who paid it? May this time of sorrow bring in some blessing that there may be others who come under His sway and into the blessedness of knowing the One who says, “I have redeemed thee ... thou art mine”. May the Lord bless these few words. Amen. 

Words at the burial of Miss Hazel Gardiner, aged 39, at Cullen
10 September 1984 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (JND) [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

1 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.

1 Peter 1 (JND) [1] Peter, apostle of Jesus Christ, to [the] sojourners of [the] dispersion of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead, …

Isaiah 43:1 (JND) [1] But now thus saith Jehovah, that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou art mine.

1 Peter 3 (JND) [1] Likewise, wives, [be] subject to your own husbands, that, even if any are disobedient to the word, they may be gained without [the] word by the conversation of the wives, [2] having witnessed your pure conversation [carried out] in fear; [3] whose adorning let it not be that outward one of tressing of hair, and wearing gold, or putting on apparel; …

Job 34:29 (JND) [29] When he giveth quietness, who then will disturb? and when he hideth [his] face, who shall behold him? and this towards a nation, or towards a man alike;



SALT

C. A. Coates 

“And every offering of thine oblation shalt thou season with salt; neither shalt thou suffer the salt of the covenant of thy God to be lacking from thine oblation; with all thine offerings thou shalt offer salt”. “The salt of the covenant of thy God” is an expression which arrests attention. It suggests that an offering can only be acceptable as being offered in true faithfulness of heart to the covenant relations in which divine grace has set us, and to which we have committed ourselves. I think “salt” is the preservative power of fidelity and purpose of heart to be true to the covenant. It includes self-judgment, but it involves also a faithful purpose to accept and adopt in our own hearts and lives that which is in accord with what we offer. It is that principle of faithfulness which shuts out the activities of the flesh, and brings in Christ in a practical way. 

For example, if I offer to God in praise an apprehension and appreciation of Christ as the One who was ever about His Father’s business, the “salt” that must be with it to make it acceptable is the faithful purpose to be on the same line—to maintain dedication to the interests and pleasure of God. If my oblation is to praise God for the meekness and gentleness of Christ the “salt” would be that I am fully set to cultivate and exhibit a like spirit. This is the test of the reality of the offering, and it indicates whether one is faithfully committed to the covenant. In a word, it tests whether we really appreciate the Christ that we offer, and whether we prefer Him to ourselves. In many things we may come infinitely short of what we appreciate in Christ, but the “salt” is that we are set in purpose of heart to pursue moral conformity to Him. 

(‘Outline of Leviticus’, p.28)


WHAT IS IT?

What is it, hasty murmurer, to thee 

This heavenly Bread rained down for daily need? 

Is it enough—or dost thou seek to be 

Still filled from Egypt’s tempting store with greed?

 

Oh think upon the gracious, tender love 

That has foreseen those forty years of days, 

And made such full provision from above 

That we might learn Himself through all His ways.

 

Fine, granular, as hoar-frost on the ground, 

Near and profuse each morning on the sand— 

Is it too small, this kind of Man we’ve found 

Who’ll later be the old Corn of the land?

 

Then stoop to gather early for your soul 

The needed grace, to nourish and sustain 

The inward man, toward the heavenly goal 

Where He, Himself, shall be our endless gain.

 

Like coriander seed, and white, with taste 

Of cake and honey—heaven’s bounty shed— 

And bdellium’s appearance—glory traced— 

A table in the wilderness is spread!

 

‘And when the dew fell on the camp by night, 

The manna fell upon it’—mission great 

Of Him who’s come to fill us with the light 

Lest earth’s dark influences contaminate.

 

 


Forget the things behind and hasten on

Bread of the mighty—then enough for thee! 


With quickened heart and footsteps. Thou shalt see 

The goal more clear before the journey’s done.

 

What is it too to Him from whom it came? 

That perfect, fragrant life in lowly grace, 

The hidden manna—secret years proclaim 

God’s infinite delight—before His face?

 

What but a golden pot within the ark 

Of the Lord’s covenant could well enshrine 

That holy life? Hearts bowing, we remark 

Abounding glory, human and divine.

 

The manna ceased—Thou ever art the Same, 

Unending, changeless source of heavenly food— 

Our spirits now unite in Thine acclaim 

And worship Thee, Thou Giver of all good. 

(The author wishes to remain anonymous) 
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