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THE INFLUENCE OF ELDERS

P. W. Hickmott 

Judges 2: 7 

I was struck when reading this section in Judges recently that “the people served Jehovah all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders”, but that after they had gone, as this book shows, rapid and gross departure from God came in. I just wondered if it might serve to apply it to the present time. Christianity has been set forward by gifted men in leadership from the very beginning, first in the apostles, then down through the history remarkable men have been used of God to maintain the essentials of Christian testimony. In the period we are specially connected with, the time of the revival of the light of the Head in heaven and the body on earth, the element of leadership has been used of God to establish something and to unfold the full light of Christianity. 

But we are not in that time now. In figure Joshua has died, but elders have continued, “whose days were prolonged after Joshua, who had seen all the great works of Jehovah, which he had done for Israel”. So there are still some amongst us, elders, that would fit, I would suggest, into this category, and the question would be as to whether in any sense we are among them, or whether we ourselves understand the great works that God has done for Israel. What works they were as you think of the types. The question would be whether we know anything about them. You think of younger generations amongst us now; you love to hear of it and see it, that God is retaining interest among younger persons, bringing them in and holding them in the area where they can get blessing. But if there is going to be the prevention of departure and something preserved, there would have to be an understanding corresponding to what these elders had, that they had “seen all the great works of Jehovah, which he had done for Israel”. I could not go into the detail, but where did they begin for Israel? Think of the passover, think of the blood of the passover lamb, persons saved from judgment, a nation indeed, a people, saved from judgment by the fact of individuals obeying the word as to the blood when the passover took place—“When I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exodus 12: 13. 

Well, do we understand what that means? Individually, do we understand deliverance from judgment through the blood of Jesus? And then deliverance from the bondage of Egypt—Egypt typifying the wretched, sinful world that would hold us in its bondage—God acted in mighty power to deliver His people from it through the Red Sea, which speaks of the death of Christ. We may know the teaching, but the concern would be that we may know the experience, .young and old. Do we live in Egypt and love it, and thus stay under its grip and its bondage, or do we realize that God has wrought a great deliverance in the death of Jesus and we are thus in the wilderness on the other side of the Red Sea? That would be another great work of Jehovah. So we could go over them, the works and the history of the children of Israel that apply to the history of the believer, and to the history of God’s people currently. 

So you think of the manna. What a work of Jehovah, what a miraculous work of Jehovah, the manna was. Nobody would ever get it in Egypt. If you let the world in, and live in the world, well, you will not have the manna, but if you are truly in the wilderness in experience you will know that you cannot live without the manna, without feeding on that blessed Man in His lowly pathway here. Then you could think of the smitten rock, life in the Spirit coming in through the smiting of Christ. There are many other matters—the giving of the law; the brazen serpent on the pole—“Every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live”, Numbers 21: 8. Then the Jordan itself—think of persons who have known the wilderness in experience, not just the theory and the doctrine and the books, but the experience of what the wilderness is, finding that between them and the land is the Jordan, “full over all its banks”, Joshua 3: 15. It is the acceptance of death in principle and then the wonder of the fact that Christ by His death has made a way through into the enjoyment of that heavenly portion. 

Well, these things were seen by these elders and at the end of Joshua (Joshua 24: 31) I notice it says that they were known by the elders, and it shows that as long as these men were alive, who knew about it in experience, the people themselves were saved from dreadful departure. 

I just wonder if that does not have a bearing on us, that we are to be concerned about ourselves and the younger generations growing up so that we do not just drift along in the belief that things are all right because older people are around. I am sure of this that the vitals of the revival will only be maintained if there is an understanding, a desire, to look into the truth and the history to find what God has done, including what He has done in our time. 

What has He done in the last one hundred and fifty years? Can we go back over it sensibly and see what has been manifestly of God, and see what has come in that has not been of God; to be able rightly to divide as to it, and to discern the works of Jehovah? After one hundred and fifty or 

so years of the revival, as we speak of it, how is the life-line going to be preserved amongst us? From the divine side the Spirit will not fail in His mission, but from our side it will be by this element of these elders “whose days were prolonged”. Well, we need to be concerned to be among them in order that things are preserved amongst us, so that there is some expression in experience and enjoyment of what the assembly really is. That will not be arrived at, or preserved, by our being casual or by relying on others who know about it, or whom we think know about it. It seems to me that one element of weakness that has affected the history of the revival is the presence of persons who have seemed to know all the answers and yet, somehow, the essence of the thing has been missing. These elders were not like that; they knew the great works of Jehovah and they preserved the people to serve Jehovah as long as they were alive. May we be among them, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
17 January 1984 

 


Scripture references

Judges 2:7 (JND) [7] And the people served Jehovah all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders whose days were prolonged after Joshua, who had seen all the great works of Jehovah, which he had done for Israel.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Numbers 21:8 (JND) [8] And Jehovah said to Moses, Make thee a fiery [serpent], and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live.

Joshua 3:15 (JND) [15] and when they that bore the ark were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest),

Joshua 24:31 (JND) [31] And Israel served Jehovah all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders whose days were prolonged after Joshua, and who had known all the works of Jehovah, which he had done for Israel.



GOD’S WAYS AND HIS PURPOSE

R. Taylor 

2 Corinthians 4: 16–18; 5: 1–5 

I read this passage, dear brethren, to speak of two things which Paul puts together, two things which are clearly distinct and yet if we are to enjoy and make the most of the present time these two things are inseparable in our experience. I speak of God’s ways and God’s purpose. 

If we only took account of the sufferings we are feeling today, and which are felt universally (there is not a soul that has not felt and known in the ways of God sufferings, maybe discouragement, maybe despair), we might well faint. But what comes into those ways, dear brethren, is the light of His purpose that we may faint not. 

God’s purpose is unchanging; Scripture uses that expression, “the unchangeableness of his purpose”, Hebrews 6: 17. Before His ways, before ever sin entered into the world, before there was ever a discouraged heart on this earth, God’s purposes were before all that. His purposes were before time began; His purposes will be when time has run its course. God’s ways are in time. Paul speaks of “our momentary and light affliction”. The man that is saying that perhaps knew suffering in a way that none of us has known it; he recounts his sufferings in this very chapter, the sufferings, and “seeing no apparent issue”, but what he also says is, “our way not entirely shut up”. Why was that?—Because into those very ways that seemed so dark there shone the light of God’s purposes—“our way not entirely shut up”, 2 Corinthians 4: 8. He speaks about being “cast down, but not destroyed”. You see there in Paul one who felt the sufferings in the ways of God. 

We have spoken of the sorrows of losing a loved one; in all these things Paul knew something about them, as we do, but into those, we may say, seemingly dark circumstances there shines the purpose of God, the unchangeableness of His purpose. He refers to it in these passages that “we faint not”. “Our outward man”, he says, “is consumed”. That is what is passing in the ways of God, these very bodies that we are in, the outward man, passing; but in these very bodies of humiliation there is something connected with God’s purposes. You think of the tabernacle system of old. Paul uses that expression, “our earthly tabernacle house”. 

The tabernacle was something that was taken down; it was something that could be dismantled; but what was in that tabernacle? It was an ark of gold. It went through, and the One of whom it speaks went through. The purposes of God, dear brethren, are not only centred in Christ, for us the purposes of God are centred in Christ in glory. That is what comes into those ways; that is what comes into those hours of suffering for us today—the purpose of God centred in a Man in glory. There are many who know Jesus; there are many know of Him who died for their sins, who died that they might live, but the purpose of God would point us to a Man in whom all God’s thoughts are yea and amen, a Man in glory. What an assurance that His purposes can never fail!—also the assurance that what He purposed before time began will be housed in an eternal home, an eternal condition. 

What has been wrought in our brother will go through; we have seen in our brother what is going through to the eternal condition, a spirit that accepted the ways of God, a spirit that was submissive in those ways of suffering and disappointment. Many things came into it; our brother displayed a spirit that accepted those ways. Why? Because they were not sore? Not a bit; but because he knew the God whose ways they were, God whose thoughts were bound up not only with His ways, but a God whose thoughts are bound up with the unchangeableness of His purpose. 

Well, dear brethren, that is what has been seen in our brother, an uncomplaining spirit; one who accepted those ways, and who lived in the midst of those ways; not unfeelingly, as I have said, but who lived in those ways in the light and in the joy of God’s purpose. Those ways are working “an eternal weight of glory”. Think of it being secured in a time of suffering; perhaps many of us feeling sufferings that we have never known the extent of before, but what is being secured in the midst of them is what is going to be housed in an eternal condition. Oh what a God He is! He that has wrought us for these things is God. 

May we be encouraged to look not at the things that are seen. May we, feeling them as we do, not be stoical as to them, but may we, as in the midst of those ways of God, the sufferings of them, know more what it is to get the light and the joy of His purposes. As I said, they never fail; they can never break down, and in those ways, in these times of suffering, it says He “has given to us the earnest of the Spirit”. That brings Him very near to us. It brings what is in heaven very near to us; not only a text of Scripture, but in the earnest of the Spirit is brought into these bodies of humiliation, into these circumstances and times of sufferings, not only the light, but the joy, of the purposes of God, in the earnest of the Spirit. He brings these things, One who knows them, One who was there when these thoughts were divinely conceived in purpose. The Spirit was there, and in those counsels He had part, and that same blessed divine Person has taken His abode in us that we might be sustained in God’s ways in the light and the joy of His purpose. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Mr. G. W. Brown, Barnet
15 February 1984




Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (JND) [16] Wherefore we faint not; but if indeed our outward man is consumed, yet the inward is renewed day by day. [17] For our momentary [and] light affliction works for us in surpassing measure an eternal weight of glory; [18] while we look not at the things that are seen, but at the things that are not seen; for the things that are seen [are] for a time, but those that are not seen eternal.

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. [4] For indeed we who are in the tabernacle groan, being burdened; while yet we do not wish to be unclothed, but clothed, that [what is] mortal may be swallowed up by life. [5] Now he that has wrought us for this very thing [is] God, who also has given to us the earnest of the Spirit.

Hebrews 6:17 (JND) [17] Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose, intervened by an oath,

2 Corinthians 4:8 (JND) [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up;

2 Corinthians 4:8 (JND) [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up;



THE WILL OF GOD





L. A. Barlow 

Ephesians 2: 1–10; John 8: 1; 2 Timothy 4: 1–8 

We are often reminded, and rightly so, that despite all the apparent obstacles and difficulties, the divine purpose will go through. It might be good, however, to pause for a moment to reflect on what it really is that is going through; it is God’s mind and God’s will. The blessings in the first chapter of this epistle are said to be 

‘according to the good pleasure of His will’ and our part in them is as those who have ‘been marked out beforehand according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His own will’. It is the establishment of God’s will that ensures such immeasurable blessings for men, so we have the mystery of His will, whereby everything is to be headed up in the Christ, which means the complete setting aside of every other mind and will. How strange therefore to assume to enter into these glorious, heavenly blessings, which can only be enjoyed in communion with God, if I am seeking to assert my own mind or my own will. 

I therefore read the first scripture because it shows the complete contrast between what is of man and what is of God; one of the ways God teaches us is by contrast. This epistle is addressed to “the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus”; these are features of the assembly vitally, whilst the way in which the apostle writes to the Corinthians as “the assembly of God which is in Corinth” is to the professing church. Nevertheless, in drawing attention in Ephesians 2 to what man as such is, and what marks him, the beloved apostle uses the emphatic “you” and “we” when referring to persons once walking in the lusts of their flesh, and doing what the thoughts willed to do, and reminds them that they were children, by nature, of wrath even as the rest. We also are such by nature, whether brought up in a Christian household or not, and hence our great need of mercy. 

How good it is that God is rich in it, so that, in contrast, we have the wondrous nature of God and His glorious activities brought on to view. As the apostle delights to say, “his great love wherewith he loved us” and “the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us”, whereby he traces even the matter of our believing to God’s goodness in giving us faith. Surely the consideration of this would help us afresh to appreciate the God who, “from the dunghill ... lifteth up the needy, to set him amongst nobles; and he maketh them inherit a throne of glory”, 1 Samuel 2: 8. Beloved, God’s operations in love set us together, both in the lifting up and the setting down, thus providing dignified and restful conditions. Any true expression of the assembly of God at the present time will be marked by such features, which will be manifested in the day to come when that glorious vessel comes down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. 

This was shown to John by one of the angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues. How necessary it is therefore, whilst we are still here in flesh and blood conditions, practically to maintain a judgment of man’s mind and will, for where these are allowed we shall surely find an absence of these features of God and a scattering rather than a togetherness. The good works which we are told God has prepared that we should walk in them are works in which He Himself is expressed. 

If we learn by contrast, we also learn by example, and there could be none better than the One who invites us to learn from Him, our incomparable Lord Jesus. I pass therefore to the second scripture. These terse and brief sentences of John’s gospel are profound in their import, such as “Jesus wept”, John 11: 35. Here, in contrast to every one going to his home, we have the words, “But Jesus went to the mount of Olives”. I believe the Spirit would help us in our understanding of such phrases as we are prepared to give time to ponder on them. As Mr. Raven reminded us, we only know the words by the things, and not the other way round. The mount no doubt provided a place of sweet communion for the Lord whereby He could be undistracted by any other considerations; not that the Lord in His pathway down here was ever, for one moment, out of communion, but in the day especially, and at times even after the sun was set. He was fully occupied with the activities of His grace. His moral excellency thus, although so attractive, is always a constant rebuke to the honest heart, which is made to feel how far short it comes of the glory of God which shone so brightly in Jesus whilst down here. But, beloved, if we ourselves are to be here rightly, we must of necessity know something of this place of communion because otherwise we shall come under the influence of other things, even natural relationships, which will surely affect our part in the scene of testimony. 

It was from the mount of Olives that the Lord came into the temple to teach; it says “early in the morning”. What energy marked Him in service, and then He is faced with a matter of judgment. As to the matter itself, might it not be right to enquire as to why they brought to Him the woman only and not the man? Would it not raise the question of the need for impartiality in judgment, and not being governed by respect for persons?—How careful we need to be in such matters. Jehoshaphat reminded the judges, ‘ Take heed what ye do; for ye judge not for man, but for Jehovah, who will be with you in the matter of judgment. And now, let the terror of Jehovah be upon you; be careful what ye do, for there is no iniquity with Jehovah, nor respect of persons, nor taking of presents’ (2 Chronicles 19: 7). What shines out here in the Lord, in contrast to the activities of the scribes and the Pharisees, is God’s attitude of no condemnation. It is the same Spirit which the Lord breathed into His own in John 20, where, as we are constantly reminded, the commission to remit comes before that of retention, for He Himself has done everything to secure it. 

Next, there was for the Lord conflict for the truth. How important the truth is; how essential it is to stand for it, otherwise the saints will be brought into bondage. Some of us have had to learn from bitter experience that that is only too true. It is the truth that sets us free, and thus we are led on to the Son who sets us “really free”, bringing in the enjoyment of sonship, whereby we can rightly serve God. What therefore lies behind every attack upon the truth is the endeavour of the enemy to bring the people of God into bondage and hinder the service of God. Nevertheless, we may be encouraged to see that the truth has gone through in Him who is the truth and who came to do God’s will. 

Finally, beloved, I touch on our days; it must be obvious to every exercised person that we are manifestly in the days of which the third chapter of 2 Timothy speaks. They are difficult times so far as the testimony is concerned. The outward affluence of the western world, with the breakdown in the maintenance of right government and parental control, but provides conditions in which these features of the flesh can, and do, manifest themselves—“Lovers of self, lovers of money ... lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; having a form of piety but denying the power of it”. True piety would save us from all these features and it is profitable for everything, and, with contentment, is great gain. How easy it is, whether young or old, to be influenced by these general conditions, and by what others may do or allow, especially when we may outwardly be walking with them in fellowship. It is therefore noticeable that three times in these last two chapters Paul, when addressing Timothy, uses the emphatic “but thou” as though he would impress upon him, and thus upon each one of us individually, our personal responsibility, whatever others may be doing, to commit ourselves in our walk and our ways to the testimony of our Lord. He addresses him earlier as “a bondman of the Lord”, a place which each one of us is called to occupy as moving in the path of separation. 

However, in this section which we have read he places upon Timothy a distinct responsibility as one who is to serve the saints, as surely we all would desire to do. Such are to be urgent in season and out of season, to convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. 

The servant is not called upon to please man but to please God, and clearly in such days as those in which we find ourselves there will be the need to convict and rebuke, as well as always to encourage the saints. Peace is the longing desire of every true heart but there is no settled peace apart from righteousness. How serious if, as is stated here, we might be seeking to provide for what we may want to hear, when the only thing which will save and preserve us is hearing and receiving God’s word, even if it does bring the rebuke. The Lord says He rebukes and disciplines as many as He loves (Revelation 3: 19), why therefore should we not make full room for the service of His love amongst us? Paul’s final exhortation to Timothy is that he was to be sober in all things, to bear evils (true faithfulness will always bring these), to do the work of an evangelist, and to fill up the full measure of his ministry. However small our part in all this may be, let us find grace in Christ Jesus to fill it out. 

How challenging this section is as Paul would remind us that there were no reserves with him. There is not only the race to be finished, but also the good combat to be fought—it is the combat for the truth. He speaks about the righteous crown to be rendered by the righteous Judge, not only to Paul himself but to all who love His appearing. That will be the day of the Lord’s vindication, but also the day when the will of God will govern this earth: those who love it will therefore surely desire that His will, in which all their blessings lie, should alone be made way for in every sphere of their responsibility at the present time. May He grant grace that in the power of the Spirit this may be so, for His name’s sake. 

Substance of address at Redbridge
10 March 1984 

 


Scripture references

Ephesians 2:1-10 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us, [5] (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, [7] that he might display in the coming ages the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. [8] For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God's gift: [9] not on the principle of works, that no one might boast. [10] For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them.

John 8:1 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives.

2 Timothy 4:1-8 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; [4] and they will turn away their ear from the truth, and will have turned aside to fables. [5] But *thou*, be sober in all things, bear evils, do [the] work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry. [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

1 Samuel 2:8 (JND) [8] He raiseth up the poor out of the dust; from the dung-hill he lifteth up the needy, To set [him] among nobles; and he maketh them inherit a throne of glory; For the pillars of the earth are Jehovah's, and he hath set the world upon them.

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.

2 Chronicles 19:7 (JND) [7] And now, let the terror of Jehovah be upon you; be careful what ye do, for there is no iniquity with Jehovah, nor respect of persons, nor taking of presents.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Revelation 3:19 (JND) [19] I rebuke and discipline as many as I love; be zealous therefore and repent.



ETERNAL LIFE

P. H. Hardwick 

Matthew 25: 45, 46; John 3: 12–15; 4: 13–16; 5: 24, 25, 39, 40; 6: 51–54 

I shall need help in this address to say a little about some features which stand connected with eternal life; and one is much measured even in having this desire, though encouraged, because the great matter of eternal life bears such a wonderful description in Scripture, being mentioned in the Old Testament as the blessing of all blessings (Psalm 133), and, in the New, as being the act of favour of God (Romans 6). The subject evidently merits therefore a great deal of attention, the more so because the ministry of the truth has now returned to this great feature. The older ones among the saints here will be more acquainted with the critical times connected with the ministry of this truth sixty years ago. It divided the saints, but after a time it became less prominent in the ministry. 

Other things came into view, which we can quite understand; the great and glorious Person of the Son had to have more place with us—a corrected, adjusted place in our minds—but we can now see one of the reasons was that this great blessing is in God’s Son. ‘God has given to us eternal life; and this life is in His Son’. How then can we begin to understand the life that is in God’s Son, a life which is to be imparted to us, unless we understand a little more of the Person of the Son? So we were helped some years ago to have this made prominent and clear; hence we now all understand that the sonship of Christ has reference not to His deity but to His manhood. What lies behind His sonship is His deity, but the majestic attractions and glory of His Person in His manhood provide the setting and pattern for sonship in us, for we are His brethren. Much lies in that. It would almost appear as if the Lord reserved this great matter of eternal life until we understood other things. 

Then there is the question of the Father—the living Father. “As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”. And again, “My Father is greater than I” (John 14: 28); “My Father ... is greater than all”, John 10: 29. This helps us to make our service to Christ and to the Father spiritually proportionate. And following on all these disclosures, we have now light as to the great matter of the assembly, and of the Spirit. So we have all these together—the Father, the Son, the Spirit, and the assembly; and, in result, we never forget we belong to the assembly and it is to dominate our thoughts. The Lord is like the man in Deuteronomy 24 who has married a new wife and who does not go out to war nor have any business imposed upon him for a whole year, that he may “gladden his wife whom he hath taken”. This is the year, and the Lord is using every moment of it to cheer the heart of His wife. 

Then there is the Spirit. Many godly men have written hymns in the past to the Spirit, hymns worth reading, but is there among them a hymn to the Spirit which takes the assembly into account? It waited for the great typical truth concerning Isaac and Rebecca to be opened up for the magnificent service of Abraham’s servant to come into prominence, one who would serve not only in connection with Abraham and Isaac but with Rebecca. The question would be—Were there any hymns to the Spirit, which introduce the assembly, before now? There are such today. So the ministry of the truth is gaining ground in this finishing time. If we ask the Lord to come it means that all that relates to the assembly must be strengthened for He is coming for the assembly, coming in connection with others as well, “those that are Christ’s”, but her specially, for there is no other family on earth in mind at the present time, only the assembly, though there are others that will rise at the resurrection. 

And now the ministry has returned to this great matter of eternal life. I feel how little I know of it. It does not mean merely eternal existence. The paralytic in the gospels was just alive, but he could not be said to be living in relation to all that enters into the practical joy and activity of life. So undoubtedly every believer lives for ever, and will be eternally secure, but there is more—there is this great act of favour of God, referred to in Romans 6, provided for the believer. It implies a realm, a sphere where life and joy and blessedness can be enjoyed, and things shared with one another, as it stands related to persons. Take any exalted society of this world by way of illustration, a society with the king as its patron; its very life exists in the persons included; its life is not in title or on parchment, but in persons; and when two or three of them meet together in some unexpected place, the life of the society manifests itself, and they have a circle of enjoyment not shared by any others. Now God has that in mind, that there shall be a realm where this blessedness is to be enjoyed, and that is among the saints. 

So in Matthew 25 certain ones are called righteous, “blessed of my Father”, and these enter into a realm of life—life eternal. Let us think of this great matter of a sphere of life being provided. Have you ever had any experience of it? Years ago there was a tendency to print John 3: 16 in bold characters, and to underline the word “have” and then to say, ‘I have eternal life’. The question might then be asked. If so, tell us something about it. We cannot speak of it like a shilling in our pocket as one said. We need to be instructed as to what the term means, and first of all there is a realm where it can be enjoyed, and we could enquire, Do we know anything about it? We can find it among the saints and especially among brethren dwelling together in unity in the all-pervading grace of the Spirit, like the precious ointment upon Aaron’s beard which ran down to the hem of his garments (see Psalm 133). 

It is not only a question of doctrine, we want the practical joy of it; and so these scriptures like Matthew 25 help us to understand that in due time, in the world to come, God will have a sphere of blessedness into which the nations will enter. Ephraim and Judah joined together without envy or 

vexation, a sphere where the blessing will be commanded. If I am made a freeman of the city of London, it will not operate in Bristol, it operates where the privilege is conferred; and so in the world to come there will be a sphere with many entering into it, and tasting the blessedness found therein. It is one thing to taste the comparative absence of death, for men will live in a way that suggests eternal life, they will live to a thousand years of age and more. 

It is not a thousand years since William the Conqueror; think of God keeping men in conditions of flesh and blood, alive and vigorous, not senile, but having the pressure of death lifted off! It will be a time when there is no complaining, even the children will be happy, and the ground will give its increase. If it is but a mere scratch in the earth, as we speak, and seed is sown, up will come the fruit! We shall not be there in flesh and blood conditions, for divine Persons have something different in mind as to us; for all is to be changed when the Lord comes; we shall have bodies like His own body of glory, so we shall not be here in these bodies any longer. How then, it will be asked, does this matter of eternal life and blessing attach to the saints of the present time? 

That brings us to the passages I read in John’s gospel, as John does not occupy us primarily with the dispensational side of things; he brings all into the present, taking up the Lord’s own words in a peculiar way, and all these scriptures are the Lord’s own words. One might wonder how it was that Matthew did not get them; he, too, was an apostle, but he presents one side and John another. One outstanding difference is the emphasis that John’s gospel puts on love, and the great positions of love, and the quality of lovability expressed in John personally. Think of what he would be conscious of as he lay in the Lord’s bosom! Satan was in that upper room, and preparing his worst. The betrayer was there, and presently Satan enters into him. Yet John is not disturbed. It might be said he did not fully understand, but he is not disturbed, and the Lord is not. There is ability to be restful and to be full of joy even in the presence of sin and treachery, though feeling it deeply as we become conscious of it. This would show how we can enjoy these conditions now. 

One of the ways of describing the Lord is “The eternal life which was with the Father”; it does not say ‘in heaven’; the disciples did not handle Him in heaven, but here, where they listened to His word. The Lord Jesus was the manifestation of eternal life, living consciously in the love of the Father, though actually here where sin and death are. The ability to do that was manifested in Him; so if we want to see the manifestation of eternal life it is portrayed in Him. For example, when everything was outwardly so black and depressing, whole cities turning against Him, and He has to say, “Woe to thee, Chorazin! woe to thee Bethsaida!”, yet in the same moment He says buoyantly, “I praise thee. Father ... that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”. So it can be seen where His holy, living conditions were, and what was there in His Person. And this life is for us, as it says, “God has given to us eternal life; and this life is in his Son”. 

Has God according to this passage in John 3 a warrant for bringing it in? Yes, the Lord Jesus is speaking to Nicodemus, the teacher of the Jews, and He is giving him a very severe shake. 

“Thou art the teacher of Israel and knowest not these things!” It might do us good to get such a spiritual challenge, if it were to result in our readiness to face perhaps another kind of world, 

really heavenly things, another kind of life. Nicodemus spoke of earthly things, and did not understand them—and he the teacher! “We speak that which we know”, the Lord says. Nicodemus did not know, so how could the Lord speak of heavenly things? Such things involve the thought of the mystery—a mysterious Person in a mysterious place, “The Son of man who is in heaven”. 

Our minds are directed to what is heavenly by way of the cross. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”. The Lord is going back in speaking with Nicodemus to the very origin of evil, in the serpent. The Son of man has, in the mighty transaction of the cross, gone right back to the incoming of evil, and met it, and exhausted the judgment. The origin was not in man, it was in the serpent, hence the serpent of brass was lifted up, and those who looked lived. But the question has been met and solved in man; so Jesus is now an object of faith, that we might believe in the Son of man lifted up! 

John puts the cross, so to speak, looking over the Jordan, for eternal life is in view. But Paul puts the cross as it were looking into the wilderness, according to God, having in view that we walk in righteousness, the righteous requirement of the law being fulfilled in us who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. John directs our gaze into another land, the land of life, brought before us in chapter 5. It is as if John would say, This is a critical point, let your faith be operative here. “He that hears my word, and believes him that has sent me, has life eternal, and does not come into judgment, but is passed out of death into life”. 

Think of the land of life! This becomes true in our minds and souls by the Spirit. Why do we constantly find spiritual things beyond us, and why is there no fruit in us? If we do not get on here at the beginning of things, we shall not get on at all. “Does this offend you?”, the Lord says, “If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before?” I believe He means that the ministry is to become more heavenly, and therefore we shall find it more testing. 

Now the Lord goes back not only to the origin of evil, but to the origin of love, for love is in God and He gave His Son “that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. Christ has given God a free warrant, may we say, to come out with all that is in His heart. Then why should we not all enjoy it? The settlement for God of every moral question at the cross enables God to reveal the love of His heart, and faith begins to visualise another scene, another world of life in Christ, “in his Son”. 

Then in chapter 4 the Lord Jesus is talking about the power of eternal life. God is now free to give it, the preaching of the word includes that. It is the great gift He has for men, to set them up in joy. Most of the trouble in John 4 is connected with this question of power to find our joy linked up with the sphere where life is. So the Lord says, “The water which I will give him shall become in him a fountain of water springing up into eternal life”. Who can doubt the Lord was speaking about the Spirit under the guise of living water which He was prepared to give, so that it might be in us and operative! It is abundantly clear from these two chapters that chapter 4 provides the subjective answer to the objective presentation of Christ in John 3. 

It is not to be a pool, not a certain volume to remain there, like the pot of oil unused, but living and active, and operative, reminding us that the sphere of eternal life is connected with resurrection. We shall spend our time during the millennium in the heavenly setting, but at the present time we can have this water springing up to our joy. 

Many of us would have to admit, if we laid bare our hearts, that we are held up on this; we know little of it, and some have not touched it. The reason is that moral questions have never been solved. The woman said, “Sir, give me this water ...” and the Lord replied, “Go call thy husband”. He touches the moral side with her. We have spoken of this many times, and there it is—one of the most outstanding instances of the spiritual depending on the moral. The Lord would say, You must get this question settled in My presence whatever you are wedded to; it may be self-will, and you will not give it up. This woman was perfectly transparent. She could see, in the Son of God, One who could give her the best, but only on a moral basis. 

How easily these things can be settled, as in this case! This is cognate to a great many things. 

What keeps many out of fellowship or hinders their return? The brethren always know where we are, but this is the mainspring, we can have the blessing, but on moral grounds. This woman said, I shall face it, whatever it is. What the Lord has in mind is the Spirit as a fountain springing up to a realm of joy where the brethren are. It is a living company on the other side of death; let us not shut ourselves out of that. Come into it by way of this moral process. 

In chapter 5 we have a sphere of eternal life dominated by Christ. “He that hears my word ... has life eternal”. That strikes again at certain conditions. If God and the Father give the best gifts, there must be conditions. If, for example, I sought to join the exalted worldly society, alluded to earlier, it would involve compliance with certain conditions, and this sphere we have been considering is the most blessed, so has God 

not a right to insist that we shall be clear of what would detain us, and subject to His Son and the word, if we are to be admitted there? What the Lord says would prevent us from thinking of mere words, or a mere phrase to describe the blessing. We might quote Mr. Darby and say, ‘Eternal life is an out-of-the-world condition of things’, but that does not give it me! To the Pharisees the Lord said, “Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me; and ye will not come to me that ye might have life”. Coming to Me means all these questions solved. It is a question of His Person; later Martha says of Lazarus, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day”. That is, she had a time and specific event in her mind, but the Lord’s answer is, ‘ I am the resurrection and the life’. That is, it is a question of what is in His Person now. 

John 6 indicates who gets life eternal. Eating the flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of man indicates He has died, and we are to appropriate His death not for relief for our sins this is not the setting—but that all the life pertaining to the first order of man, especially his pretension and importance, may be finished with in our own souls. So we are not appropriating any other kind of man. We must go this way, not be clinging to social distinction. Eternal life negatives all that; it cannot work under such conditions. John’s words bring it to our very door as they are from the lips of the Son of man. So it does away with all the pretentiousness of the first man. “He that eats … has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day”. Am I helping on the last day? It is a long period. For the earth it is a thousand years, and the Lord Jesus raising people up to go through it, but for us there is something better. 

Have we a place in all this, are all enjoying it? All this is to whet our appetites, so that we may ponder it, and see that nothing hinders on our side. There is a hint of what is subjective in 1 John 3: 15, “No murderer has eternal life abiding in him”; one who hates his brother nullifies the conditions. May we be attracted by what is presented, and pray about it and seek the Spirit’s help, that we may have entrance into this wonderful blessing and the sphere of its enjoyment. 

Address at Enfield, (Revised by P.H.H.)
8 April 1950 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 25:45-46 (JND) [45] Then shall he answer them saying, Verily I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have not done it to one of these least, neither have ye done it to me. [46] And these shall go away into eternal punishment, and the righteous into life eternal.

John 3:12-15 (JND) [12] If I have said the earthly things to you, and ye believe not, how, if I say the heavenly things to you, will ye believe? [13] And no one has gone up into heaven, save he who came down out of heaven, the Son of man who is in heaven. [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal.

John 4:13-16 (JND) [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw. [16] Jesus says to her, Go, call thy husband, and come here.

John 5:24-40 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, that he that hears my word, and believes him that has sent me, has life eternal, and does not come into judgment, but is passed out of death into life. [25] Verily, verily, I say unto you, that an hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live. [26] For even as the Father has life in himself, so he has given to the Son also to have life in himself, [27] and has given him authority to execute judgment [also], because he is Son of man. [28] Wonder not at this, for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs shall hear his voice, [29] and shall go forth; those that have practised good, to resurrection of life, and those that have done evil, to resurrection of judgment. [30] I cannot do anything of myself; as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is righteous, because I do not seek my will, but the will of him that has sent me. [31] If I bear witness concerning myself, my witness is not true. [32] It is another who bears witness concerning me, and I know that the witness which he bears concerning me is true. [33] Ye have sent unto John, and he has borne witness to the truth. [34] But I do not receive witness from man, but I say this that *ye* might be saved. [35] *He* was the burning and shining lamp, and ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. …

John 6:51-54 (JND) [51] I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven: if any one shall have eaten of this bread he shall live for ever; but the bread withal which I shall give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. [52] The Jews therefore contended among themselves, saying, How can he give us this flesh to eat? [53] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves. [54] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day:

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

John 14:28 (JND) [28] Ye have heard that I have said unto you, I go away and I am coming to you. If ye loved me ye would rejoice that I go to the Father, for [my] Father is greater than I.

John 10:29 (JND) [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father.

Deuteronomy 24 (JND) [1] When a man taketh a wife, and marrieth her, it shall be if she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some unseemly thing in her, that he shall write her a letter of divorce, and give it into her hand, and send her out of his house. [2] And she shall depart out of his house, and go away, and may become another man's wife. [3] And if the latter husband hate her, and write her a letter of divorce, and give it into her hand, and send her out of his house; or if the latter husband die who took her as his wife; …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

1 John 3:15 (JND) [15] Every one that hates his brother is a murderer, and ye know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.



EXTRACT

There is a phraseology now, such as ‘being occupied with Christ’, and expressions of that kind, which propose to give Him full prominence, but which are denied in practice. It is deemed only orthodox now to speak so, but I feel we must insist that the external should bear the marks of the internal; and that others should be able to judge of the occupation of the heart from the expression or fashion in which we appear. The truths of Scripture are received and treated too much as information. The mind sees and enjoys them as something incomparably fine and beautiful, but there is lacking the sense that every fresh ray of light is really lost or useless unless it makes its way through the pitcher; that is, unless the vessel is so controlled and coloured by it, that there is manifestly more likeness to Christ, and increasing growing up unto the measure of the stature of His fulness. 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 12, pp.113, 114) 
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