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THE NEED FOR SPIRITUAL FOOD

R. Taylor 

Ruth 2: 1–9, 14–17, 21–23; Daniel 1: 8, 9, 16, 17; 2: 17–19; 6: 10; 9: 3–5, 21–23 

I have read these passages, dear brethren, to speak about the need for food and the need for appropriating it. We often speak about the need of feeding on Christ, but the fact is that there is more food available than there is the desire for it. It is very obvious as you go on through our experience that there is all the food you want in a spiritual sense; the need is for a desire for it. It is sometimes raised, How do you feed on Christ? Well, a hungry man will tell you that. There are two basic things that I see that lead to feeding on Christ; the one is a longing after it and the other affection for Christ. How did the young man in Luke 15 get the best robe, do you think? The first thing was that the things he was doing did not satisfy him as he thought they would. He had great aspirations, he saw a country there where there was all that would appeal to his natural senses, but it says, “he began to be in want”; he hungered and then he began to think of his father’s house where there was abundance of bread. That is why I say there is the need for these two basic things, hunger and affection to lead you into green pastures and by still waters, and to satisfy every spiritual longing. There is a great need for the right kind of food. Paul in the shipwreck says, “Wherefore I exhort you to partake of food, for this has to do with your safety”, Acts 27: 34. It is necessary for our safety and in carrying through the testimony at its true level that we have right food. Peter says that God has plentifully supplied it. I would like to stir up an appetite for it in my own heart, as well as in others, for there is a present need for it. 

Elijah, that great servant of God, began to get discouraged. That is something that is well known to many 

of us. Like Asaph in Psalm 73, you look around and begin to get discouraged. Other people prospered, but he was seeking to be faithful and he was suffering. That was how Elijah felt and he fell asleep. An angel wakened him with a cake of bread just by his head. It says, “he ate and drank, and lay down again”, 1 Kings 19: 6. That is like some of us after the last three-day meetings. Maybe God aroused us and we said they were good meetings, but we went to sleep again. That is what happened with Elijah, he lay down again. We have all known these things, a good meeting. How much have we talked about it since? How much progress has there been? What has vitally entered into our hearts from all the expenditure and service in the labour of love, and the service of divine grace toward us? Do we go to sleep? Well, the Lord is very gracious. He wakened him up again and Elijah arose. It says, “he arose, and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb”. 

God has been speaking to us again in His grace. Where there has been lethargy, where there has been carelessness, some indifference to the pipings of grace. He would touch us again and say, here again is this cake already made. He did not even need to heat it, it was all there ready to nourish his affections and he went in the strength of that food to Horeb. God brought him back to see that there was still something there in spite of all the breakdown. God said, I have My own reserves and resources. I have thousands who have not bowed the knee to Baal. 

O my friend, God is seeing things through in His own arrangements, and He would waken us up that we may have the appetite, that we may have the exercise, to appropriate what He has provided to see us through. 

I have read of these two persons, Ruth, a young woman, and Daniel, a comparatively young man. The scripture goes into a good deal of detail about their histories. Ruth had a desire and longing for something that would satisfy her. You 

may say it did not look very good; she was brought up in Moab, and Moab speaks of a man’s social arrangements. Moab was the place that was very pleasing to the flesh. Ruth was brought up in it but it did not satisfy her. Is there an unsatisfied heart in this room? someone who would like to know a happier Christian life? someone who would like to know more of what it is to be in the joy of what we were speaking of this afternoon, “elect according to the foreknowledge of God”, 1 Peter 1: 2? God would seek to encourage you in your exercise as He did Ruth. At every step she proved encouragement as she committed herself. She turned her back on Moab. She said, I have tasted these things and they have not helped me; her husband had died. She had a sister-in-law who said, Well I will make the best of it; we hear no more about her. But here is a young woman who says, I am going to make this step forward in faith. It was not very encouraging but she made one step. She had heard that God was visiting His people and giving them bread. 

Have you ever heard of that, God visiting His people and giving them bread? Try it at the meeting some night. Just pay attention and you will find that God is visiting His people and giving them bread. You will find that He is giving something there that will nourish your affections. What impressed Ruth was that Boaz the mighty man of wealth noticed her, and that will be true about you if you have an exercise to be satisfied with Christ. The Lord and the Spirit will guide you. What a mighty man he was, he had great affairs to attend to. What problems he must have had from the harvests! But he had all the time in the world for an exercised soul that was wanting some food. So he notices her. Friends, you will be noticed, heaven is alert. The first step that the prodigal made on the road the father saw it, and the father ran and fell upon his neck and covered him with kisses. O the bounteous outflowing of divine grace towards you, 

It says Ruth was a Moabitess, she had no right whatsoever. I suppose there would be persons who said, Well you have no right here, look at your history, look what it says in the law about you. But Boaz looked beyond all that. He says, I can meet it. Your sins and your liabilities I will look beyond that for the moment. And he comes and says, “Whose maiden is this?” The reapers say she is a Moabitess who said, Let me go and glean; she was prepared to do anything to get some impression of Christ. Is that the longing you have? prepared to make a move to hear the true Boaz, Christ, speaking to your heart of the counsels and purposes of His love. Well, Boaz noticed her, and he was active. He asked who she was, and the reapers said, “It is the Moabitish maiden”. Then Boaz spoke to Ruth, he saw great potential there. 

The Lord sees great potential in what He can do with an exercised heart. She was prepared to turn her back on the social element in Moab. It was a dangerous place, plenty of everything, plenty of money, but no satisfaction for a heart longing after Christ. 

So here Boaz is, in type the Lord Jesus Himself, saying her name, Ruth. Have you ever heard the Lord Jesus call you by name? It is very fine to think of how personal your link is with Jesus. It is not through the brethren or your parents, it is through your own heart and soul with Jesus. As quoted in that beloved brother’s poem, ‘A time alone with Jesus, the Man that died for me’. Ruth was about to prove that, but there he is, the man who is prepared to lay down his life for her, speaking to her and giving her counsel. It is a very fine touch about Jesus, He is a Counsellor. Here He is, in type, speaking to Ruth, and he says, “Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from here”. Satan is very active to deflect you, there are other fields he will tell you, there are other ways, there are other faiths. Is Jesus the only Saviour? Yes! Peter says, “neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”, Acts 4: 12. He bought the field, he has shown his rights to all that is in it. and here is one young soul who is in it and he addresses her by name, “Go not to glean in another field”. 

O my friend, do not be deflected. May the appeal of His grace claim your heart tonight. Satan will say, Do you have to be so committed? Well there is no other Boaz. If she had gone to another field it would not have been Boaz’s field. She would have found it hard graft, but how easy things are made as she is submissive to Boaz as she stays in that field till mealtime. 

She went to glean, quite hard work. Go to the reading some night and you will find one of these mealtimes. Boaz says at mealtime, “Come hither and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers; and he reached her parched corn”. She never expected that. You will get far more than you expect. The Lord will satisfy your desires. Boaz reached her parched corn; where did that come from? It came from His own storehouse. 

There is a touch of the Holy Spirit in that I think. He will take of the things of Christ and show them unto us. If you come into this environment and follow the instructions of Boaz you will find there is a great wealth. There is something reserved specially for her. It says, “he shall guide you into all the truth”, John 16: 13. He did not only show it to her, but she ate. 

I can see her growing in appreciation of Boaz as eating of that parched corn. She had never tasted it before, there will be much more than that for her to taste and for you to taste, of the things prepared for those that love God (1 Corinthians 2: 9). As the Lord sees your genuine exercises you will find a great storehouse. God says to the people later in Malachi, Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, and I will open the windows of heaven (Malachi 3: 10). 

That means, as you sacrifice and are committed, God will open to you the windows of heaven so that you cannot contain the blessing. There is Ruth, her heart being opened, he reached her parched corn, and he told the reapers to let handfuls drop out on purpose. Have you ever known that in 

a meeting, a handful to be dropped on purpose, just for you? You may say, Nobody knows my exercises. Maybe you have been discouraged by the reproach of the testimony. I think that handful on purpose is just to encourage us in the reproach. That was something she never expected; could she exhaust it? Where did it come from, that parched corn and these handfuls? You will find that the Lord is facilitating you in your exercise, making it easier and easier. 

She gleaned and beat out what she had gleaned. She was not going to sleep like Elijah, she had a fresh touch now and was going to make the most of it. We used to be told when we were younger, that there was a need for roasting what you took in hunting. What the old brothers were graciously saying was, do not only go to the meeting, but go to your closet with your impressions and speak to God about them. It is a good thing, dear brethren (I can commend it), to write down your impressions of a meeting, to write down what you gleaned at that meeting. That is something like threshing out that parched corn, that handful on purpose that was dropped for you; you write it down. You will get more help from it that way I can assure you. She beat out what she had gleaned “and it was about an ephah of barley”. 

She now had come to see something of Christ risen, the firstborn from among the dead. All else lay in death, all under the penalty and burden of sin, but now her heart is drawn to a risen and glorious Man, the Firstborn from among the dead, a glorious Saviour. Friend, do you know Him like that? Well, that comes from the beating out, and through these exercises that she passed through. She came into the city to her mother-in-law. Think of Naomi’s joy too. 

Naomi, discouraged by what has come in, now finds a young soul coming to her with an ephah of barley, speaking of Christ, a risen and glorious Man. What a prospect was opening up. 

There she is like those in Luke 24, who got the message, “The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon” (Luke 24: 34). It says at the end of where I read that “she kept with the maidens of Boaz to glean, until the end of the barley-harvest and of the wheat-harvest”. 

She continued. What an encouragement for us to go on in the enjoyment of what Christ is providing. The handfuls on purpose to sustain you, as well as parched corn specially for you. 

Stay in that field, do not be drawn away from the food supply. Do not be drawn away to feed on what is historical. Christendom is full of speaking of Christ as He was down here, the barley-harvest is Christ as He is, the gloriously risen Man. And what is the wheat-harvest? 

The wheat-harvest is that the believer is brought into the enjoyment of that life. The first-fruit is Christ, He is risen, the great Forerunner, but the wheat-harvest is that the saints are risen too. He is the Firstborn from among the dead, but the wheat harvest is that the saints are of the same order, they are brought into the joy of a risen triumphant life in a glorious Man. 

Well, you can see Ruth growing. You can see the food doing her good every day. What substance she was acquiring, and she is becoming more precious to Boaz every day. He began to take more and more notice of her. As the book goes on, it is well known, she begins to have greater affection for Boaz as well. He was maybe just a name to her, she heard about him in Moab because he was a distant relative, but he is not a distant relative now; she is soon to be his wife, how precious she is becoming to Boaz. He said, I will not rest until you are free of every encumbrance to be for me and me alone. How gracious! So she is becoming increasingly precious to him in her movements. He says, Hold out your cloak. If He said that to you tonight, how much would you expect. We used to be told you will get as much of Christ as you want, and there it is, she held out her cloak and she received six measures. 

I can well understand Ruth speaking about Boaz to everybody she knew; her heart was full of Christ. There was that cloak full with six measures. I do not know how heavy it was, but it was more than she needed. Nobody knew what 

tomorrow would bring. Well there was another measure of barley there for it. There was a full supply in her own cloak as she went to her mother-in-law. O what joy to discouraged brethren Ruth must have been, the whole city was moved about her. Here was a young soul come from a system of darkness now satisfied with these six measures in her cloak. Naomi said, “Who art thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her”, Ruth 3: 16. Can you do that, my friend? Can you tell persons, the brethren if you like, how much the Lord has done for you? This is what she is prepared to do; how much He had done for her She is becoming increasingly precious to him. “Go not empty to thy mother-in-law”. You will never leave the divine presence empty. You will be there with all the grace that you need for whatever the exercises may be. 

There is not time to speak about it, but at the end of the book it says that not only was she his wife but she had a child. How fruitful these exercises are. It says, “they called him name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David”, Ruth 4: 17. She is in the genealogy in Matthew; in the book of the generations of Jesus Christ, not now the Moabitess, it does not call her that there. It says, “Boaz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David the king”, Matthew 1: 5, 6. There you see things are brought into finality through those exercises of one young soul. Is someone ready to commit themselves afresh to Christ in the full expectation of finding your place in the book of the generation of Jesus Christ, no longer a Moabitess? She is united in unbreakable bonds to the great Saviour, the great Christ, the risen glorious Man in whom God has centred all His promises and all His thoughts. 

I would like to speak about Daniel, a young man who was exercised about the things of God. 

There he is in captivity; what is he going to do? The easiest thing would be to accommodate himself to the circumstances and make the best of them, but that was not Daniel. He had proved, as 

with Ruth, that there was a God in the heavens; that is the great theme of the book of Daniel that there was a God in the heavens who was ruling the earth. The book of Daniel links very much with what we were speaking of earlier, the rising powers of men and the great weakness that marks them, but there is Daniel who knew a God that was in the heavens and ruled over the kingdoms of men. So here he is taken captive and severely tested with the food the world provides, which to a weary heart may look very enticing. There are many proving today, I am sure, that the allurements they thought were cast iron are very, very fragile and very dangerous, but here is a man who was offered something, a great temptation. You may say delicate food would not have done any harm, would it? I will tell you what it would have done; it would have dulled his sensibilities, that is what dabbling with these things do, they dull your sensibilities. You begin to think, Well, things are not so bad, people are not so bad, there is a lot of good abroad, and all these kind of things. That is what partaking of this delicate food does, it dulls your judgment and your sensibilities about sin and sins. That is what it would have done to Daniel, but it says he purposed in his heart. 

That is another great matter, if you are going to get good food, to purpose in your heart. 

There will be temptations but that purpose stands, “he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food”. It stood him in good stead. Again it was noticed by heaven, he very readily came into the resources that were outside what the powers of men could do. As for these four youths, it says, “God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom”. 

That is one thing that Christ has been made to us, “wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. There is everything you need in Christ. That is what Daniel proved as having purposed in his heart and able to refuse the temptations that Satan would bring up and so he is tested as to his committal, as every committed believer will be. You say you would not pollute yourself, but it will 

come up again next week as another temptation, maybe dressed in Christian language almost, because the name of Jesus is being attached to all sorts of things. But Daniel had purposed in his heart, and so when temptation comes he is tested as to how he is going to stand. What does he do? It says he went to his house with his companions. That is another thing, if you wish to prosper, seek good company. If your companions cannot speak to you about Christ they are not helping you. I can tell you it is a stay to your soul to have good companions who are thinking about Christ and the assembly. 

So Daniel and his companions, what did they do? They held a prayer meeting about it. It is fine to have someone to share your exercises, to be able to speak together about what came up in the meeting about the truth of reconciliation, and the truth of justification. It is helpful to speak about these things with your companions. Daniel says, What about the threatening? I think his companions would say, Well, our faith and hope is in God. They did not say, We will go and speak with him, we will go and try and make a compromise. No, it says, “that they would desire mercies of the God of the heavens concerning this secret”. A great deal of what Daniel and his companions went on with was in secret. Do not expose your secrets. 

Samson did it when temptations arose. If you have a secret in your soul with Christ, hold on to it tenaciously. It is like a hiding-place. That is what David had; he had a hiding-place. Saul was there with great forces of darkness all around. David hid in a cave and in the cave there were recesses, a most interesting thing. If you look at that cave where Saul came, it says David was in the recesses of the cave (1 Samuel 24: 3). He was not just at the mouth of it, but he was in a secret place where Saul could not touch these young men. 

Another thing that marked Daniel was that he was a man of constant prayer, which is faith’s outlet. Someone is ever ready to hear you, and Daniel makes much of it, so it says, 

“And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime”. There he is on his knees, this was no prayer that he repeated time and again, he meant it. He was very real in his faith; “on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God”. What a lot he goes through. I would commend the reading of it to you, more than I can say about it, but he comes to realise that there is a God who is ready to hear his supplications. He says, “I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes”. He was not just thinking of himself at the moment, but in chapter 9 he is thinking about the whole course of the testimony and he is urgent about it. Whatever it takes, be urgent in prayer, with fasting and sackcloth. I can never think about Daniel without thinking of the last verses of the book. He was warned about how things were going to continue, as many of us may be, but he is told, “But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days”, Daniel 12: 13. He is going through to glory. 

I would like to speak also about another kind of food available to the overcomer in Revelation. There is something greater than the gleaners would get, something greater than these ears of corn. At Ephesus which had known better days, where the saints were just dropping in their love for Christ, there is an appeal for overcomers and here is what it says, 

“To him that overcomes”, that can be you tonight, “I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God”, Revelation 2: 7. The best things are open to the overcomer amidst the departure of Ephesus; the tree of life, Christ in His own surroundings, not only that He came out from God to bear my sins and meet my guilt, but He has gone into His own domain. It is like a view that Peter had on the mount of transfiguration, he saw Him with His face shining, he saw Him in His own glory. It was open to a Ruth, to a Daniel, and now to you tonight; it is open to the overcomer as a present portion. 

There is another one. He says to the overcomer in Pergamos, where again there is departure, “to him will I give of the hidden manna”, Revelation 2: 17. Mr. Darby says it is God’s treasured store. There was a brother who helped us many years ago, Mr. A. J. Gardiner. I heard him more than once say that he asked the Father to tell him what He found so delightful in Jesus; that is the hidden manna. Think of those days of His flesh, God’s treasured store, ridiculed and maligned on earth, but every step of that holy pathway from the manger to the grave is recorded in heaven. John says that the books could not contain what could be written but there it is all in the hidden manna, all available to the overcomer, the hidden manna, “to him will I give to eat of the hidden manna”. Think of the Father opening up His books to tell you about Jesus. I think He would tell you about His obedience. That is what marked Jesus out from the race, the obedience of that One. What food for an overcomer! May it be to the glory and praise of Christ, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
6 September 2008 

 


Scripture references

Ruth 2:1-23 (JND) [1] And Naomi had a relation of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elimelech, and his name was Boaz. [2] And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, Let me, I pray, go to the field and glean among the ears of corn after [him] in whose sight I shall find favour. And she said to her, Go, my daughter. [3] And she went; and she came and gleaned in the fields after the reapers; and she chanced to light on an allotment of Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech. [4] And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem; and he said to the reapers, Jehovah be with you! And they said to him, Jehovah bless thee! [5] And Boaz said to his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose maiden is this? [6] And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the Moabitish maiden who came back with Naomi out of the fields of Moab; [7] and she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the reapers. And she came, and has continued from the morning until now: her sitting in the house has been little as yet. [8] And Boaz said to Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from here, but keep here with my maidens. [9] Let thine eyes be on the field which is being reaped, and go thou after them; have I not charged the young men not to touch thee? And when thou art athirst, go to the vessels and drink of what the young men draw. [10] Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said to him, Why have I found favour in thine eyes, that thou shouldest regard me, seeing I am a foreigner? [11] And Boaz answered and said to her, It has fully been shewn me, all that thou hast done to thy mother-in-law since the death of thy husband; and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come to a people that thou hast not known heretofore. [12] Jehovah recompense thy work, and let thy reward be full from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge. …

Daniel 1:8-17 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs. [10] And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king who hath appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces worse liking than the youths who are of your age? and ye would endanger my head with the king. [11] And Daniel said to the steward, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, [12] Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink; [13] then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the youths that eat of the king's delicate food: and as thou shalt see, deal with thy servants. [14] And he hearkened unto them in this matter, and proved them ten days. [15] And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and were fatter in flesh than all the youths that ate of the king's delicate food. [16] So the steward took away their delicate food, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse. [17] As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.

Daniel 2:17-19 (JND) [17] Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions; [18] that they would desire mercies of the God of the heavens concerning this secret; that Daniel and his companions should not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. [19] Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of the heavens.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

Daniel 9:3-23 (JND) [3] And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes; [4] and I prayed unto Jehovah my God, and made my confession, and said, Alas Lord! the great and terrible God, keeping covenant and loving-kindness with them that love him, and that keep his commandments: [5] we have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even turning aside from thy commandments and from thine ordinances. [6] And we have not hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, who spoke in thy name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. [7] Thine, O Lord, is the righteousness, but unto us confusion of face, as at this day, to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, in all the countries whither thou hast driven them, because of their unfaithfulness in which they have been unfaithful against thee. [8] O Lord, unto us is confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee. [9] With the Lord our God are mercies and pardons, for we have rebelled against him; [10] and we have not hearkened unto the voice of Jehovah our God, to walk in his laws, which he set before us through his servants the prophets. [11] And all Israel have transgressed thy law, even turning aside so as not to listen unto thy voice. And the curse hath been poured out upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God: for we have sinned against him. [12] And he hath performed his words, which he spoke against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil; so that there hath not been done under the whole heaven as hath been done upon Jerusalem. [13] As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us; yet we besought not Jehovah our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth. [14] And Jehovah hath watched over the evil, and brought it upon us; for Jehovah our God is righteous in all his works which he hath done; and we have not hearkened unto his voice. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Acts 27:34 (JND) [34] Wherefore I exhort you to partake of food, for this has to do with your safety; for not a hair from the head of any one of you shall perish.

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

1 Kings 19:6 (JND) [6] And he looked, and behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water. And he ate and drank, and lay down again.

1 Peter 1:2 (JND) [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Malachi 3:10 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Luke 24:34 (JND) [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.

Ruth 3:16 (JND) [16] And she came to her mother-in-law; and she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her.

Ruth 4:17 (JND) [17] And the women [her] neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi. And they called his name Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

Matthew 1:5-6 (JND) [5] and Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse, [6] and Jesse begat David the king. And David begat Solomon, of her [that had been the wife] of Urias;

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

1 Samuel 24:3 (JND) [3] And he came to the sheepfolds by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went in to cover his feet; and David and his men were abiding in the recesses of the cave.

Daniel 12:13 (JND) [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

Revelation 2:7 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Revelation 2:17 (JND) [17] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, to him will I give of the hidden manna; and I will give to him a white stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no one knows but he that receives [it].



THE SERVICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE GLAD TIDINGS

D. B. Robertson 

Hebrews 9: 6, 7, 13–15; 10: 13–17; 3: 7 

I desire to speak regarding the service of the Holy Spirit and the glad tidings. The glad tidings of God; God Himself is the great source of them. They are concerning His Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord; He is the subject of the glad tidings, but the glad tidings themselves are so great that it requires the power of a divine Person to preach them. Peter speaks of those who delivered the account of the glad tidings, and did so in the power of the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven (1 Peter 1: 12). I have no doubt at all that an educated man might be able to preach a technical gospel, in fact it may be very often done, but for the gospel to be effectual it must be preached in the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has come from an exalted Christ. That is, He came from the great area of Christ’s exaltation to take charge of the administration of the preaching of the glad tidings down here. I would like to say that the greatest administration in a public sense that has ever taken place in this world is the administration of the glad tidings. In Romans 3 you get the great foundation established in the perfection of the redemptive work of Christ. Romans 4 shows us the way into it, the righteousness of faith operates and brings a man into it and he gets the blessing. In Romans 5 you get the administration of the glad tidings, a most wonderful administration. It is a chapter worth reading. These three chapters, 3, 4 and 5 are wonderful chapters. 

I believe the first great feature that the Holy Spirit would emphasise in the preaching is that the Man who has accomplished the work of redemption according to the will of God, is now installed in glory. That is a wonderful truth. The Spirit would bring that home to you that there is a Man there. God waited a long time for the Man to be there. Sin had come in and disrupted the relationship between man and God, and how God felt that. God yearned for a man who was fit for His presence, not man at a distance but man who was fit for His presence and that really is seen now in the fact that now a Man has arrived and He is in the immediate presence of God, exalted and crowned with glory and honour, and from that sphere the Holy Spirit has come and He brings power into the glad tidings and He brings in more than power, He brings divine feelings into the glad tidings. 

I want to speak about these passages that have been read. There was an order set up in the tabernacle system and it was a representative order. God never intended that it should be any more than that, it was figurative of what God had in mind. What it represented in God’s mind was a great universal order set up where man could be in happy relationship with God and serve God for His heart’s pleasure. That never really operated in the tabernacle system. The great hindrance was that sin had come in, and man under the domination of sin was far from pleasing to God—so that there were certain limitations, certain prohibitions, in the old order of things. Possibly the greatest prohibition was that there was no way man could get into the holy of holies; that is, the way into the immediate presence of God was barred. The high priest went in there once a year and he had to go in with blood, not his own, it was only a temporary figurative arrangement of things. Another thing that the old economy could not do, while there were the offerings of the law, they could never purge the conscience, so a man always had an uneasy conscience. Another thing was that the value of it only remained for a year; it had to be renewed yearly. Now God felt all these things, and it says here that “the Holy Spirit shewing this, that the way of the holy of holies has not yet been made manifest”. I think the Spirit of God was anticipating the time when it would be made manifest. He was yearning for it. Divine Persons felt the barrier that kept man from the immediate presence of God, and the Holy Spirit was showing that the way of the holy of holies had not yet been made manifest. It had to wait. The offerings were figurative, they were looking forward to something else, they were looking forward to the day when God Himself would take up the whole question of sin and settle it, remove it from His sight and eventually remove it from the world. He will yet take away the sin of the world; the Holy Spirit was anticipating that, and what is expressed in that is divine feelings. How God was yearning that man would come into His presence, but it was not yet made manifest because this great work had to be done. 

That brings me to the next part read, “how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”. I want to touch on this feelingly as I have an impression of it. I think it indicates that the Lord Jesus here was moving as Man into this area as relying on the Holy Spirit’s power. It had come to possibly the most momentous point that could happen in the history of time. The Lord had become Man and God had found pleasure in Him, His life had been exemplary, He was the true oblation, every feature there was pleasurable to God, everything that He did, everything that He said, every thought was in perfect accord with the mind and the will and the heart of God. He led a life of untainted purity. He was holy, sinless and spotless. What a Person, what a blessed Man! It comes to this point. In the gospels we know that He faced things in Gethsemane. We would bear that in our minds. The Holy Spirit comes into this verse, “who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God”. That is not the sin-offering yet, it is the burnt-offering. 

What I think the Holy Spirit would do is to give a touch as to the intensity of the devotion of Christ in manhood towards God. The Spirit was here active in Christ, providing Him with what He needed in the way of strength, “who by the eternal Spirit”. We may say reverently He was using the power of the Holy Spirit at this moment. He was moving in that power. 

Earlier He had done that, He was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, not into it but in it; and here He is supported by the Spirit. What the Spirit I think would testify is that here was a Man in the intensity of devotion to God, a life completely devoted to be offered up as God saw fit to be disposed of. Think of that—that is the burnt-offering. The sin-offering was offered at the place of the burnt-offering. There was no sin-offering altar, the sin-offering was offered on the altar of burnt-offering and this is what we have here. The Spirit I believe would give us that peculiar touch, especially to those who have believed and learned to love the Lord Jesus, how we would feed on the intensity of His devotion at this critical and solemn moment when He “by the eternal Spirit offering himself spotless to God”. What a work it was. At that time, as Mr Darby said, ‘then the Lord lays the sins on Him—He is made sin for us’ (Notes and Comments Vol. 2, p.23). What the law could not do, what all the offerings that were offered according to the law could never do, God was going to do it and He was going to do it in Christ. He became the sin-offering in the sight of God, the One to whom He was so intensely committed, the whole matter had to be undertaken between God and Christ. At the cross it was a holy transaction between God and Christ. The only unholy things that were there were your sins and mine. What a transaction that was when the Lord Jesus Christ became the sin-offering, when God judged unmitigatedly His judgment upon Him. 

‘O day of greatest sorrow, 

Day of unfathomed grief! 

When thou didst taste the horror 

Of wrath without relief. (Hymn 190) 

Who of us could measure that? It is infinite! If man were to be brought into the presence of God it was necessary. If man were to be blessed even in the way of forgiveness of sins it was necessary that there should be a sin-offering, and that that sin-offering should satisfy a holy sin-hating God. It was all vicarious, there was no sin in Him. It was a work that was undertaken vicariously, nevertheless it was a work that was undertaken to glorify God in respect of the whole sin question. 

I want to touch on the three great results that came from it. The work was so great, the clearance of sin was so great that there were immediate results from it. One is that there is an immediate access into the presence of God. That is a wonderful thing, that way was made, not only for God to come out to man but for man to go in to God. Is that not wonderful? The second great result is that man could get a 

purified conscience with absolutely no doubt in his conscience, no nagging doubt. Is there anything yet to be taken into account? No, the whole matter is settled, the conscience is purified, you may say, from dead works. What are the dead works? Dead works are just like a religious code of things, how things are filled out religiously, just in a form of things. This was a vital matter that man was now able, as coming into the gain of the sacrificial work of Christ, to go right into the presence of God, and be there at perfect ease and in perfect liberty to serve God and to worship God. What a great result, and it is more than that. The third result, He is there on the basis of an eternal redemption. No longer once a year, no longer needing to be repeated year after year, He was there not only for time but for eternity. He was there on the foundation of eternal redemption. I would ask everyone here if you understand that. Are you really conscious of how you are redeemed in the sense of being brought near to God? 

It says, “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”, 1 Peter 3: 18. That is, immediately into the presence of God, without a doubt, your conscience relieved of all its burden, with a sense of your sins having been dealt with, and sin itself has been dealt with. You are in the presence of God, not only for your blessing but for God’s satisfaction, and you are there for ever because it is an eternal redemption. I know that the work of remission, as we have been taught, requires not only the sufferings of Christ, but it requires the death of Christ and the blood-shedding of Christ and that comes into this passage. The Spirit would bring that into the witness of the glad tidings too, “how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship the living God?” And then, “death having taken place for redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, the called might receive the promise of the eternal inheritance”. I think there is a fourth result. The first result, as I say, is immediate access into the presence of God, and be there with an untroubled conscience, everything is clear between your soul and God. That is a wonderful thing to have an abiding peace in your soul as having put your trust in the redemptive work of Christ, and you are there on the basis of eternal redemption. At the end of verse 15 it says, “the called might receive the promise of the eternal inheritance”. So there are four great results. 

The Lord has completed the work, He has entered death, He must die. Christ died for our sins, He was buried, He has been raised again (1 Corinthians 15: 3, 4). That is the completeness of the great work of Christ; death had to take place, the blood had to be shed, but then there was not only the removal of the penalty of sin, the penalty of death, but the power of death was shattered. Think of the Spirit bringing us into the joy of that, the power of death shattered. I was just going to recall a little incident about the blood of Christ for the sake of the younger people. I learned about it many years ago. There was an old lady and there was a Christian brother staying very near her. She was ill and obviously nearing death. 

He was not sure whether she was the Lord’s, whether she was covered by the precious blood of Christ, whether she was free from judgment, and he raised the question with her. She smiled at him and this is what she said, ‘I am resting on the solitary dignity of the blood of the Christ’. Is that not wonderful? You think of the immensity of what that woman said, ‘I am resting’, that is, she had settled peace. I trust you have settled peace. Maybe you have a troubled conscience, but you need no longer, if you put your faith in Jesus and trust Him as your Saviour, and see that that work was accomplished to relieve your burden and mine. She said, ‘I am resting on the solitary dignity of the blood of the Christ’. There is no other. They can bring in all the alternatives that they like in Christendom, but there is no other. The blood of Christ is the only ground of redemption, and the only ground upon which your sins can be remitted. There are those who esteem the blood of the covenant common, they make it a common thing, but it is dignified; ‘I am resting on the solitary dignity of the blood of the Christ’. 

I trust we can all say that we are resting on the solitary dignity of the blood of Christ, and not only that, but that we know that our Saviour has been into death and is out of it, is raised, and that redemption and remission of sins is preached in the name of a risen Saviour; the Spirit’s power is in that and there is great triumph in preaching it. I believe the Spirit has great joy in preaching it, but more than that, He would bring into your heart and my heart this assurance that we get in chapter 10, “the Holy Spirit also bears us witness of it”, Hebrews 10: 15. You might say all this is about Israel but He is bearing us witness and His witness is this, “This is the covenant which I will establish towards them after those days, saith the Lord—Giving my laws into their hearts, I will write them also in their understandings; and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more”. I love that verse, it is sweet to me, it is precious to me. I read something of Mr Taylor’s this week. He said if he was to spell out the word ‘grace’ in the types he would spell it this way, “and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more” (J. Taylor Vol. 60, p.184). That is the work of divine grace, it delights to liberate you and to give you the inward consciousness that all is well. I spent a short time with a brother, Mr John Trotter, before the Lord took him. We spoke about many things, and one thing that we did speak about was that we were all going to have bodies of glory like unto Christ’s own body of glory. When the time came and we had to leave, as I walked to the door, he said, ‘David, everything is all right’. 

Friend, young man, young woman, is everything all right? Face it now. Is everything all right? Are you sure? I am bringing in the witness of the Holy Spirit, there is a witness to us that the ground has been established that God can bless you righteously. He can give you forgiveness of sins, he can can quit you of every liability. He can reconcile you, can bring you near to Himself, He has removed the distance, He can secure you as a son of God, and have you in His presence for His own pleasure. These are the things that the Holy Spirit would delight to testify to you. I am thankful to God for the opportunity to testify to the wonder of these things and to appeal to you and to ask you again, Is everything all right? If it is not get things settled with God. I cannot settle them for you, no power on earth can settle them for you, but you can have an individual transaction with God, because God has respect for the work of Christ. 

In the chapter which we read in the reading today (Hebrews 9), there are three great things established in it, one is the work of Christ, the second thing is the will of God, and the third thing is the witness of the Holy Spirit. These are great things! The work of Christ, how perfectly complete it is, God has been glorified, the ground has been cleared for God to bless man righteously, and to bring him right into His presence. The will of God—what is the will of God? One of the poets said, ‘is it thy sovereign will one man to bless, and ten to send to hell?’ No, it is not that. His will is that every one should be saved and brought to the knowledge of the truth, and that includes you. Friend, is everything all right? Face it now, and there is the witness of the Holy Spirit to give you the inward consciousness that everything surely is all right. God is ready to say, ‘Your sins and your lawlessnesses will I remember no more for ever’. 

I would finish just with the word, “Wherefore, even as says the Holy Spirit”. It is not what He has said, it is what He says. I have testified in a very feeble way to the glory of what God has done in dealing with the whole issue that lay as a barrier against man coming into the presence of God for His pleasure. All that has been done. What is His final word? Here it is. 

“Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts”. I believe that there are persons in this room who have faith, and that their prayer at this very moment is that you may not harden your hearts. ‘Swing your heart’s door widely open’, and let Him in. You can keep Him out, you know. God has dealt with the great barrier of sin, but it might be that there is a barrier of will operating in your life, you might have other things before you; count the cost. There is an old verse that says, 

Have you bartered your hopes of eternity’s morn, 

For a moment of joy at the most, 

For the glitter of sin, and the things it will win, 

Have you counted, have you counted the cost?’ 

The Holy Spirit is still saying, “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts”. May the result from the word be a yield in increased pleasure for our blessed Saviour God, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Glasgow
8 June 2008 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 9:6-15 (JND) [6] Now these things being thus ordered, into the first tabernacle the priests enter at all times, accomplishing the services; [7] but into the second, the high priest only, once a year, not without blood, which he offers for himself and for the errors of the people: [8] the Holy Spirit shewing this, that the way of the [holy of] holies has not yet been made manifest while as yet the first tabernacle has [its] standing; [9] the which [is] an image for the present time, according to which both gifts and sacrifices, unable to perfect as to conscience him that worshipped, are offered, [10] [consisting] only of meats and drinks and divers washings, ordinances of flesh, imposed until [the] time of setting things right. [11] But Christ being come high priest of the good things to come, by the better and more perfect tabernacle not made with hand, (that is, not of this creation,) [12] nor by blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, has entered in once for all into the [holy of] holies, having found an eternal redemption. [13] For if the blood of goats and bulls, and a heifer's ashes sprinkling the defiled, sanctifies for the purity of the flesh, [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God? [15] And for this reason he is mediator of a new covenant, so that, death having taken place for redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, the called might receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

Hebrews 10:13-17 (JND) [13] waiting from henceforth until his enemies be set [for the] footstool of his feet. [14] For by one offering he has perfected in perpetuity the sanctified. [15] And the Holy Spirit also bears us witness [of it]; for after what was said: [16] This [is] the covenant which I will establish towards them after those days, saith [the] Lord: Giving my laws into their hearts, I will write them also in their understandings; [17] and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more.

Hebrews 3:7 (JND) [7] Wherefore, even as says the Holy Spirit, To-day if ye will hear his voice,

1 Peter 1:12 (JND) [12] To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things, which have now been announced to you by those who have declared to you the glad tidings by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, which angels desire to look into.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Romans 4 (JND) [1] What shall we say then that Abraham our father according to flesh has found? [2] For if Abraham has been justified on the principle of works, he has whereof to boast: but not before God; [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures;

Hebrews 10:15 (JND) [15] And the Holy Spirit also bears us witness [of it]; for after what was said:

Hebrews 9 (JND) [1] The first therefore also indeed had ordinances of service, and the sanctuary, a worldly one. [2] For a tabernacle was set up; the first, in which [were] both the candlestick and the table and the exposition of the loaves, which is called Holy; [3] but after the second veil a tabernacle which is called Holy of holies, …



EXTRACTS

My first point now is the passage in the second chapter where the land is described as barren (2 Kings 2: 19). The situation of the city is good, but that in itself does not suffice. The land is barren, and the waters naught. It looks as if the men said, We are just resigned to these sorrowful conditions. What can the man of God do? First, they have to provide a new cruse. If there is to be anything done at all in a needy locality, the brethren there must be brought into it. Do not, therefore, settle down and fold your arms and say, This is the position, nothing can be done. Bring a new cruse and put salt therein. No old vessels, no old methods, it is the new divine way that is effective. Many brethren are using old ones, but we are in a dispensation which is characterised by things being new, it is stamped with the word new—newness of life newness of spirit, the renewing of the mind, the new man and so on. I am not to be taken up with the things of the day (not that I ignore them), my mind is to be applied to the things of God. The principle of what is new must stamp the position; particularly the manner of serving God is to be different. Possibly the men at Jericho had never before had anything like this suggested to them. It is a new thing that is needed here, the old ways will not do at all. They were to put salt into the cruse—not salt that had “lost its savour”, but what would make others savoury. We ourselves are to be new in principle. 

Elisha goes forth to the source of the waters and casts the salt in there. That is, it is the will of another—Elisha’s will, and he is representative of God. This matter must come under the power and will of the Spirit of God. It is no patent medicine, it is the source that is wrong, and it is corrected. Every one of us has to observe this principle—to deal with sin as it works at the root. It is needful to go back habitually as far as we can in our spiritual history, and see how things have been from the outset. In this way we maintain a healthy state before God; we maintain as a state the mind of the Spirit, which is life and peace. The woman in Luke 13 had been bound for eighteen years, she had ceased to be of any use in the service of God. The Lord in healing her referred to the evil from the outset. You may say our early days were much brighter, but what has happened if things are not what they used to be? Elisha settles the matter here. He says it is the source of the matter that is wrong. Thus what is new is employed, involving spiritual power, and the waters are healed. We have to get at the root of matters—why is there so much barrenness? The remedy is in the recognition of the will of Another and getting at the source of things. The three passages I read furnish a thread which runs through this book, and, in fact, runs through the history of the testimony. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 45, pp.140, 141) 

I am speaking now from Peter, whose ministry deals with the government of God, inclusive of material things, what men would call scientific things. But they are things that God has in His own hand; whether it be the water or fire or other things hidden, they are under His hand and can only be used at His behest, according to His mind and will. I say these things that brethren may be restful, as Peter says, that we may “be found of him in peace”. There are those who would fill us with gloom, and perhaps have good reason, but the Christian takes refuge in the word of God. 

However much catastrophe may be in the future or in the past, all is under divine control. In a few words Peter would set us at rest as to these physical matters. They cause anxiety in those who rule on the earth, and should cause a certain anxiety in ourselves, but at the same time God would have us to be restful. All things that are in His creation belong to Him, they do not belong to the devil. However great or powerful they may be in their effects, they are God’s. Even as to this awful thing which has been found possible recently—someone remarked to me what is very true, that it is not an invention, but a discovery—God can frustrate any use made of physical things which would be detrimental to His people or His testimony. I think it should be a matter of prayer, indeed it has been so, and God has given us to understand that He is answering our prayers; that it is largely in our hands, as it were, God putting it there, so that His people should be with Him in whatever may be attempted or done. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 57, p.456) 

Edited and Published by J. Strachan, 59 Frederick Street, Dundee, DD3 9DE, Scotland Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ, (T) (01277) 650661

 


Scripture references

2 Kings 2:19 (JND) [19] And the men of the city said to Elisha, Behold now, the situation of the city is good, as my lord sees; but the water is bad, and the land is barren.

Luke 13 (JND) [1] Now at the same time there were present some who told him of the Galileans whose blood Pilate mingled with [that of] their sacrifices. [2] And he answering said to them, Think ye that these Galileans were sinners beyond all the Galileans because they suffered such things? [3] No, I say to you, but if ye repent not, ye shall all perish in the same manner. …
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