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THE PURPOSE OF GOD


Psalm 87:1-7;  Psalm 1221-9;

Nehemiah 2:18 (from “Let us”)

Zion and Jerusalem are among the most attractive themes in the Scriptures.  Indeed Zion is called “Beautiful in elevation … on the sides of the north, the city of the great King”, Ps.48:2.  And “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined forth”, Ps.50:2.  He has shone forth for the expression of His heart of love, for the display of His sovereign mercy and His kindness towards us.  How very wonderful that is.  God loves what the gates of Zion represent, which is entry into His purpose, and wishes that each of us should enter through them; “This one and that one was born in her”.  I would say to the young people here who are believers: prize the fact that you have a birthright in Zion, that you have your spiritual origins in the purpose of God, and that you were born there.  It is a place of wonderful assurance, for the purpose of God can never be altered.  We live in a world of confusion and toil and uproar.  There is brutal savagery in some parts of the world, but God says, “Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste”, Isa.28:16.  What an anchor for your heart.  

Who is the corner stone?  It is the Lord Jesus Christ.  “For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ”, 1 Cor.3:11.  He is the sure foundation on whom we place our trust.  “Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation …?” (Ps.2:1); what is the answer to that?  “And I have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness” (v.6).  Wonderful thing!  “I will declare the decree” (v.7); a decree that is irrevocable.  Politicians may make their laws and issue decrees, but they can easily be broken or changed.  But God’s decree is immutable, never to be broken.  Prize therefore your birthright in Zion.  

Men around us make their claims: “I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon among them that know me; behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia: this man was born there”.  But their fame quickly dissipates and they fade away.  They may have a place in history, but the Lord Jesus is living and your links with Him can never be broken because He lives at the right hand of God for evermore.  “And of Zion it shall be said, This one and that one was born in her; and the Most High himself shall establish her”.  It is a wonderful fact that as a believer, you have your place in the purpose of God that can never be interfered with.  “Jehovah will count, when he inscribeth the peoples, This man was born there”.  That is a reference to the Lord Jesus; Jerusalem is His city.  He is the beginning of everything that is for the pleasure of God.  And we have our origins in Zion because He was there before.  “Jehovah will count, when he inscribeth the peoples …”; if you have placed your trust in Him, He will write you up.  

There was a lame man in Acts and he was placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful (Acts 3:2).  I suppose it was called ‘Beautiful’ as that was what it appeared to be outwardly.  Like men’s systems, it was perhaps externally and superficially attractive, but it had nothing of substance.  The Beautiful gate of the temple could do nothing for that lame man, “who was  lame from his mother’s womb”.  He sat day after day, begging for alms.  O, the beggarly principles of the world, providing no lasting satisfaction.  But the man was put in touch with One, Jesus, who would heal him: Peter said it was “by faith in his name, his name has made this man strong” (v.16).  When he was healed, he went into the temple with Peter and John, and in spirit he entered the gates of Zion, gates of a different type: he entered in through the gates of Zion “walking, and leaping, and praising God” (v.8).  He was one, I suppose, who could say, “As well the singers as the dancers shall say, All my springs are in thee”.  

Are your springs in Zion?  Are you deriving your life, your joy, your happiness and your satisfaction from a source which can never dry up?  There this man was, holding on to Peter and John.  What a change, what a revolution in that man!  What will God say about that man when He writes him up?  The Authorised Version says, ‘writes up the peoples’.  God would describe each one – what they are, their origins, perhaps, what they were before they met the Lord Jesus Christ.  But now they are citizens of Zion.  That is their residence; what a place to reside, in Zion itself!  

What will be said about you?  Are you in Zion’s register?  Are you in Zion’s census?  Born in Zion; how fine that is!  Have your name written there, inscribed with ‘Born in Zion’ alongside it.  How very wonderful to be in the divine register.  Do you know it?  There were those in the Old Testament who were of Jerusalem, but they wandered away, they departed from the way that was right but they sought to come back and there is a wonderful scripture in Jeremiah that says, “They shall inquire concerning Zion, with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to Jehovah”, Jer.50:5.  You can see them thinking of the peaks of Zion and saying, I want to be back there!  

Is there a heart here that is weary and wants to return to Zion?  Zion’s gates are open, through the mercy of God.  I love the opening chapters in Ephesians, the  high point of Christian truth, Christian satisfaction and Christian experience.  But like lustrous jewels, there shine out the words, “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences”, Eph.1:7.  That is the basis of it all and then it says in the next chapter that  “God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us …” (chap.2:4).  What a jewel, sparkling in that wonderful treasury, you might say.  “God, being rich in mercy” – that is Zion, the sovereign mercy of God.  When we were lost, He reached down and claimed us for Himself.  It says in the psalm we read, “As well the singers as the dancers shall say, All my springs are in thee”.  

Where are we finding our lives?  Is it in some place that might give you some ephemeral, some temporary satisfaction?  “All my springs are in thee”: that is you derive everything of joy and happiness from that place, from Zion.  It is not a doleful or a dismal or a depressing place.  There is dancing, there are singers.  What could be more satisfying to the spiritually attuned soul than the spiritual singing and dancing in these heavenly places.  Zion gives you that.  God “loveth the gates of Zion”.  He would love each of us to enter freshly through those wide open gates today, opened by the work of Christ.  

Then too we have Jerusalem.  Zion is really enshrined in Jerusalem.  What a place Jerusalem is.  The earthly Jerusalem is steeped in spiritual history, but what a history too of departure and despondency.  The Lord Jesus, when for the last time He entered Jerusalem, wept: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those that are sent unto her, how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen her brood under her wings, and ye would not”, Luke 13:34.  Think of the tender compassion of the Lord Jesus, the intensity of His feelings, for a Jerusalem that had rejected His overtures of grace.  He wept over it.  He wept over the grave of Lazarus – what a sorrowful thing that was – as He considered the awful impact of sin on the human race.  Yet then the particular anguish as He wept over Jerusalem, that city so dear to the divine affections but which had rejected Him and the divine overtures of grace and compassion.  

Think of the appeal!  After three and a half years of public service, you would have thought that there might have been some glad return of affection for the Lord Jesus in response to His desires.  But how lacking the response was.  He came into Jerusalem and wept, then He went out of it bearing a cross.  That was the callous verdict of man, of Jerusalem as it was then, to the Lord of life and glory.  He had gone through all quarters doing good and healing those oppressed by the devil because God was with Him but Jerusalem, with all its presumption, with all its religious arrogance and pride, failed to accommodate Him , but instead gave Him a cross, and He went out bearing it.  How awful that was.  

But His work was accomplished and hope is not extinguished.  In this great dispensation of God’s grace, we have come to a heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God (Heb.12:22).  How is it possible?  It is because of the work of Jesus at Calvary.  You can read in 2 Samuel 5 about how David went up to Jerusalem and took the stronghold of Zion and called it the city of David.  It is a type of the Lord Jesus overcoming the enemy’s power.  Now He is building from the Millo round about and inward (v.9); that is, having won the victory, He is captivating hearts and affections that they might be for Him.  He is building stone by stone, you might say, a structure within your heart and within mine that will be for His pleasure and for His glory eternally.  

Are you conscious of the divine building round about from the Millo and inward?  It is inward building so that there might not only be an outward response to Him but an answer that comes from the hearts of those who love Him.  Are you conscious of God building, of the Lord Jesus building, in your heart?  He is doing that by His own work.  We are His divine workmanship, and stone by stone, He is establishing a structure in our hearts which will be for God’s glory eternally.  

So “Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem”.  There is an appeal in that!  What a privilege to “stand within thy gates”.  You enter in through the gates of Zion, and then you stand within the gates of Jerusalem.  It involves the richness of the blessing of assembly privileges, for Jerusalem represents the assembly in our day.  I came across a remark of Mr Taylor’s in which he said, ‘Every divine thought found a home in the bosom of the assembly at the beginning’1..  What a remarkable expression!  But then breakdown came in, and although every divine thought is still cherished in the assembly, publicly the testimony is in ruins.  But there is an appeal of the prophet, “let Jerusalem come into your mind”, Jer.51:50.  That is, we are to be concerned about Jerusalem, that there might be a response to God.  It is a matter to be held in the believer’s mind so as to have our mind “on the things that are above” (Col.3:2), where the Lord Jesus is, and all that pertains to Him and His interests in the present day.  

We read about Nehemiah who said, “but I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem”, Neh.2:12.  So the prosperity of Jerusalem in the affections and hearts of believers is both a mind and a heart matter.  To make it so, you need to have some perception of the grand design of what God has in mind, and to see things from the divine perspective.  We are inclined to be a bit narrow in our minds, overwhelmed perhaps by the breakdown in Christendom at large, of which we are part, and all that is in opposition to the great thoughts of God.  But we are to have our minds focused on these grand divine blessings, and the Ephesian epistle amplifies that.  

Daniel was one person whose mind and whose heart were focused on Jerusalem.  There he was in the most painful circumstances, held captive in Babylon, so far from Jerusalem, but when the writing was signed and he was due to be cast to the lions, what did he do?  “And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime”, Dan.6:10.  His “windows being open” – it was as if he wanted to breathe the atmosphere of Jerusalem.  All his senses were exercised in relation to Jerusalem on account of habit, because that was his habit.  Three times a day he took to pray about the matters concerning Jerusalem, speaking, in our day, of the prosperity of the testimony.  

What a devoted servant of God Daniel was, and I think in the eyes of his heart, he would recapture the vision of Jerusalem as it was in all its grandeur in the days of David and Solomon.  He would recall the ark being brought into its place, that great climactic moment, for he would know about it.  He was not there, of course, at the time, but Daniel would have known about these things, such as the trumpeters and singers being as one in Solomon’s time (2 Chron.5:13) to make one voice to be heard.  His hearing, his sight, his vision, his taste and all his senses would be exercised in relation to Jerusalem, and he would have God’s view of it, and he would pray.  Would he not pray for the peace of Jerusalem?  Would he forget Jerusalem?  Not he!  He would pray for Jerusalem.  He would pray for peace and he would pray for a day when again his feet would stand within the gates of Jerusalem.  How rewarding it is to look at things from the divine perspective and beyond failure.  

We tend to become a bit discouraged and dismayed by the conditions of breakdown and opposition and adversity around us and in our circumstances.  But God would quicken our affections and give us that exalted picture of what Jerusalem in principle means to God, what it means to the heart of Christ, to help us commit ourselves in the power of the Spirit to be actively sympathetic with God as to His people.  Have we the conviction and the commitment to do something for Jerusalem?  He may put something in your heart and my heart to do something for Jerusalem by way of building up, perhaps by way of contribution to the welfare of the local assembly.  These are glorious objectives, how very constructive they are.

Nehemiah was one like that.  He came to Jerusalem and the gates were burned with fire and the walls were in ruins.  The stones of the walls might be taken to represent divine principles, a very necessary component of believers’ lives, for it was said, “thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise”, Isa.60:18.  Walls are necessary for the welfare of Jerusalem, but here the walls were in ruins.  But the principles never alter, and so the stones remained.  They may need to be cleaned up a bit and they may need to be re-established and re-asserted in our affections and in our hearts, but divine principles stand.  

But the gates had been burned with fire.  There is delightful touch earlier in chapter 2 of Nehemiah, before he came to Jerusalem, when he asked for “a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates …”, Neh.2:8.  It is as if the people needed some revival, some fresh impression of the glory of the Lord Jesus: “timber to make beams for the gates”.  The timber gives us some impression of the cedar, speaking of the majesty of Christ; some impression of the olive wood, representing the power of the Holy Spirit.  Then the mighty oak cannot be overturned.  And Solomon speaks about “the hyssop that springs out of the wall” (1 Kings 4:33), in its smallness a figure of the humility of the Lord Jesus in His pathway here.  

 

So all the timber was necessary for the gates, for they had been burned with fire, and the rebuilding of the gates depended on the timber.  That surely means a fresh and greater appreciation of the Lord Jesus in our hearts.  How does that happen?  By communion with Him, by going into His presence and learning more about this blessed Saviour of ours, this Man of the Father’s choice.  How great and how glorious He is!  And so the gates are rebuilt and how very grand that is.

Time is too short to go into each of these gates but there are three that are very significant.  The first is the sheep-gate.  How gratifying to think of the meaning of the sheep-gate – the way in which divine grace has operated to secure us through the great Shepherd of the sheep.  He is the door of the sheep; “if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture” (John 10:9).  O, enter in by the Saviour, the door of the sheep.  He will lead you into what Jerusalem speaks of, its privileges and its blessings.  

Then there is the fish-gate, often referred to as representing divine sovereignty – the way God has operated in His mercy to secure believers for His pleasure.  One of the important things about fish, as we read about them in the Old Testament, is that they have both fins and the scales (Lev.11:9).  We need fins to propel us forward and we need scales to protect us from adversity and the attacks and the thrusts of the enemy, and then we can swim.  It has been said that a good Roman fish swims easily into Ephesian waters, and I suppose that is right.  The fins and scales are in operation, and you go in and you find your home in the comfort and safety of Jerusalem.  

And then there is the fountain-gate too – what we find by way of refreshment in the power of the Holy Spirit, necessary to our enjoyment of our inheritance (Eph.1:14), the resource for our enjoyment of life in Jerusalem.  How very affecting and how attractive it is!   Thus how important the gates are.

So the wall was dedicated and on it, each choir went round.  The wall must have been broad enough to accommodate each choir.  The wall speaks of protection and separation, but it is not a doleful thing, it is the way to blessing.  You can see how the meaning of the wall, the principles of protection and separation, is so closely linked with the service of God rightly conducted.  The Lord’s supper, that wonderful expression of Christian fellowship, is, we might say, the entrance into the service of God.  The breaking of bread is the divinely appointed expression of Christian fellowship, and the basis for Christian fellowship is represented by the gates into the city with all its privileges.  How important therefore the Lord’s supper is.  And so each choir went round and most interestingly, the instruments of David were used.  Nothing of the truths of Christianity to which believers have been recovered is lost – nothing.  Outwardly there may be despair, darkness and gloom, but within the city there is nothing lost.  What the instruments of David represent – liberty and variety in the service of God – are still available.  May our hearts be encouraged by that. 

Just to touch on Psalm 122, it says that Jerusalem is “built as a city that is compact together”.  That means that we are joined together in unity, but being compact together would suggest we are as one in principle and in practice.  That is testing but it is encouraging.  “Whither the tribes go up” again indicates that all go up in unison and harmony.  Then it says, “For there are set thrones for judgment, the thrones of the house of David”; it is not just one throne, and thus it would represent the authority of Christ in every local assembly, so that all, as it were, have the same direction, all follow the same principles.  Paul could say “thus I ordain in all the assemblies”, 1 Cor.7:17.  That is, there is no divergence in principle and practice from one assembly to the other.  

And then, “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee”.  We have prayer meetings and how fine it is to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, that brethren may be kept together in the “unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”, Eph.4:3.  There is that wonderful response heavenward and mutual satisfaction in the great things of God, and “they shall prosper that love thee.  Peace be within thy bulwarks, prosperity within thy palaces”.  That is like Zion too.  It says that we are to walk about Zion; “Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces”, Ps.48:13.  Be at liberty there, walk about it, explore the spiritual geography of Zion and Jerusalem, mark her towers, “count the towers thereof” (v,12).  

There are some immutable2 towers in Christianity.  Forgiveness of sins is a tower, it can never be impacted upon.  Justification, reconciliation, all these divine principles are towers that rise up and can never be undermined.  Why?  Because their foundations are in the mountains of holiness.  These things are wonderful, glorious and rooted in the purpose of God.  Then “consider her palaces”.  You are introduced into royal things, “All glorious is the king’s daughter within” (Ps.45:13); that is within the royal apartments3.  These things are very attractive.  “For my brethren and companions’ sakes I will say, Peace be within thee!”.  What a lovely exhortation!

May our hearts be encouraged to have a sense of that settled peace which Christ leaves, “I leave peace with you; I give my peace to you”, John 14:27.  The peace He enjoyed in His Father’s company, He left with us.  One often thinks of these relationships which the Lord Jesus 

enjoyed with His Father, these nights spent abroad on the Mount of Olives in holy, joyful communion with His Father; “I knew that thou always hearest me”, John 11:42.  

May our hearts be encouraged by these thoughts – their attractiveness, the beauty of Jerusalem and Zion.  We look forward, and we had a reference to it in the reading, to the day when the holy city Jerusalem will come down from heaven as a bride adorned for her husband and it speaks there about a great and high wall.  There will be no gaps in that wall!  And then the gates too, each of one pearl, each one reflecting the assembly which in turn would reflect Christ Himself and His blessed work.  Then the dimensions are given.  Mr Alfred Gardiner once computed that the volume of the holy city was something over three thousand million cubic miles4.  It is difficult to get your mind around a dimension of that kind, although of course it is symbolic.  What is pleasing to God may outwardly seem small, but when you have a sense of divine purpose, how expansive it is!  

May our hearts expand in the knowledge of things so great and glorious, for His name’s sake.

Aberdeen, Scotland

27 August 2022

 

 

Jim T Brown

 


Scripture references

Psalms 87:1-7 (JND) [1] {Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm. A Song.} His foundation is in the mountains of holiness. [2] Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion more than all the habitations of Jacob. [3] Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah. [4] I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon among them that know me; behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia: this [man] was born there. [5] And of Zion it shall be said, This one and that one was born in her; and the Most High himself shall establish her. [6] Jehovah will count, when he inscribeth the peoples, This [man] was born there. Selah. [7] As well the singers as the dancers [shall say], All my springs are in thee.

Nehemiah 2:18 (JND) [18] And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me; as also of the king's words which he had said unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. And they strengthened their hands for the good [work].

Psalms 48:2 (JND) [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King.

Psalms 50:2 (JND) [2] Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined forth.

Isaiah 28:16 (JND) [16] Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste.

Isaiah 28:16 (JND) [16] Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste.

1 Corinthians 3:11 (JND) [11] For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Psalms 2:1 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing?

Acts 3:2 (JND) [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple;

Jeremiah 50:5 (JND) [5] They shall inquire concerning Zion, with their faces thitherward, [saying,] Come, and let us join ourselves to Jehovah, in an everlasting covenant that shall not be forgotten.

Ephesians 1:7 (JND) [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

Luke 13:34 (JND) [34] Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the [city] that kills the prophets and stones those that are sent unto her, how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen her brood under her wings, and ye would not.

Hebrews 12:22 (JND) [22] but ye have come to mount Zion; and to [the] city of [the] living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels,

2 Samuel 5 (JND) [1] Then came all the tribes of Israel to David to Hebron, and spoke, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. [2] Even aforetime, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel; and Jehovah said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be prince over Israel. [3] And all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a covenant with them in Hebron before Jehovah; and they anointed David king over Israel. …

Jeremiah 51:50 (JND) [50] Ye that have escaped the sword, go, stand not still: remember Jehovah from afar, and let Jerusalem come into your mind.

Colossians 3:2 (JND) [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth;

Nehemiah 2:12 (JND) [12] And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me but I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem and there was no beast with me, except the beast that I rode upon.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

2 Chronicles 5:13 (JND) [13] it came to pass when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one voice to be heard in praising and thanking Jehovah; and when they lifted up their voice with trumpets, and cymbals, and instruments of music, and praised Jehovah: For he is good, for his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever; that then the house, the house of Jehovah, was filled with a cloud,

Isaiah 60:18 (JND) [18] Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.

Nehemiah 2:8 (JND) [8] and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which [appertains] to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me.

1 Kings 4:33 (JND) [33] And he spoke of the trees, from the cedar-tree that is on Lebanon even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of cattle, and of fowls, and of creeping things, and of fishes.

John 10:9 (JND) [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture.

Leviticus 11:9 (JND) [9] These shall ye eat of all that are in the waters: whatever hath fins and scales in waters, in seas and in rivers, these shall ye eat;

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

Psalms 122 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} I rejoiced when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of Jehovah. [2] Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. [3] Jerusalem, which art built as a city that is compact together, …

1 Corinthians 7:17 (JND) [17] However, as the Lord has divided to each, as God has called each, so let him walk; and thus I ordain in all the assemblies.

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

Psalms 48:13 (JND) [13] Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces: that ye may tell it to the generation following.

Psalms 45:13 (JND) [13] All glorious is the king's daughter within; her clothing is of wrought gold:

John 14:27 (JND) [27] I leave peace with you; I give *my* peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear.

John 11:42 (JND) [42] but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around I have said [it], that they may believe that thou hast sent me.



TRUSTING IN GOD


Psalm 118:8

We read Psalm 5 in our earlier meeting today, and verse 11 says, “And all that trust in thee shall rejoice”.  It led me to contemplate this verse in Psalm 118.  I want to begin by asking a very simple question.  Do you trust in God?  If we ask that question about anyone else, we may answer, ‘Well …’, and then make a qualifying comment.  But the answer to the question that I have asked needs to be unequivocal5.  Do you trust in God?  If you do, life becomes wonderfully attractive and simple.  But if you do not fully trust God, then you must take account of what that means.  The psalmist here says, “It is better to trust in Jehovah than to put confidence in man”.  Far be it for me to make comment on Scripture, but this would remain true if it was written in much stronger language, because it is far better, infinitely better, to trust in Jehovah than to trust in man.

We should begin, as we must do in the gospel, at the beginning.  Is there any one here who does not  believe what is set out in the beginning of Genesis as to the creation of this world?  Surely there is no one here who believes in the ‘big bang’ theory, or other ideas that people may have.  Surely there is no one in this room who does not believe that God spoke and it took place.  And when it came to making man, God did that with His own hands and with His own breath, and man became a living soul (Gen.2:7).  I will ask you the question again, Do you trust in God?  Did He make any mistakes, as He created the universe?  He set this world in it, He separated between waters, He created the great lights, the plant system, and the fish of the sea, the beasts of the field.  Then He created man and set him in it.  Did God make any mistakes?  Did He make anything that does not  work?  No.  It is perfect and I think everyone in their hearts knows that God’s creation is perfect.  Why should we not trust Him?  He created you and me in His own image; that makes it very personal.  Not just Adam and Eve but every man, woman and child since, has been given life by God in His own image for Himself.

Maybe there was a time in your life when you did not trust in the God who gave you life.  I do not want to lower things but let us just take account of what is taking place in the world today.  You do not have to look very far before you could, quite rightly, say, Who can I trust?  You may say, Well, my employer is a reasonable person whom I trust so far.  You may look at those who seek to maintain authority; you trust them to a reasonable extent.  You look at governments, countries and so forth, but who could you trust implicitly?  No one.  You may look at your family and quite rightly you have a lot of trust in those you live with, and those you know well, but we know that we have all failed.  There is no one in this room who would not admit to failure, would not admit to making mistakes, but God has never ever made a mistake and never will, and that same God has been made known to us in Jesus.  Do you trust Him?  God desires nothing more from His creature than that they should trust Him and love Him, because if we trust Him, then so many other things fall into place and God achieves His objective in making you and me.

One of the first evidences that man could trust  God is what it says about Noah early in the pages of Scripture.  God spoke to him, and God would speak to us tonight.  Where would Noah have been, where would the whole of man’s history have been, if Noah had not trusted in God?  We would not be here.  God spoke to Noah, He told him what to do, He told him what was going to  happen and Noah trusted Him.  We have that lovely touch when Noah went into the ark with the animals and with his 

family, having trusted in God, and it says that “Jehovah shut him in”, Gen.7:16. 

Can you stop for a moment and think what was about to take place in this world, this very earth in which we are.  God said, “The end of all flesh is come before me”, Gen.6:13.  That divine verdict included man pursuing his own way, not trusting in God, but there was one man, Noah, who did trust in God.  Noah and those other seven souls in the ark and the animals – what God had created in the beginning – were preserved because Noah trusted Him.  How wonderful that Noah knew that Jehovah Himself had closed the door to that ark.  There was no need to worry; I do not think Noah was worried about that for one moment, because he knew that the God whom he trusted had shut him in.  That ark would remain a place of safety: Noah had done what God asked him to do and he was saved, he was preserved in the face of the greatest disaster that this world has ever known.  Men, through wars and strife or incompetence, bring suffering on themselves and one another, but God Himself moved in judgment upon this scene and the whole earth was flooded.  It was surely the greatest disaster this world has ever known since man was set in it, but Noah trusted God and God preserved him.  God will do that for you if you trust Him.

Then think of the time when the children of Israel were in Egypt.  God spoke through Moses, and told them to take a lamb for each house and kill it, put its blood upon the lintel and doorposts, then roast and eat it in haste ready to go out of Egypt.  God said, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”, Exod.12:13.  The Egyptians did not have that protection, and we know the result.  The firstborn in every Egyptian house was slain, but all of the Israelites were preserved in complete safety; not one lost their life.  They trusted in the word of Jehovah through Moses.  How powerfully it speaks of the Lord Jesus Himself and what He has accomplished for each one who believes on Him by dying for us.  Then as we know they left Egypt in haste.  The Egyptians pursued them and the waters of the Red Sea were rolled back, a wall on the one side and a wall on the other.  This world is no different to that now.  David could write, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil”, Ps.23:4.  David trusted in God.  Again, I ask you – do you?  It has to be an absolute thing, dear friend; trust cannot be partial.  If you think you trust Him, I would urge you to trust Him completely, because then so many things become easier in your life.  Yet I do not ask you to trust the Lord Jesus so as to make things easier for you, I plead with you to do it for your salvation.  I encourage you to trust Him for your salvation.  The waters on the one side and the waters on the other side of the children of Israel were “a wall to them on their right hand and on their left” (Exod.14:29), and they went through on dry land.  What a victory was won!  How often in Israel’s history did God go back and speak to them about what He did in delivering them out of Egypt.

We could go on through the Scriptures.  You get Joshua taking the people across the Jordan and “the waters which flowed down from above stood and rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan”, Josh.3:16.  It gives the impression that God addressed everything that was needed for their safety.  It was all complete, their trust was in Him and they went over the Jordan into the land of Canaan.  Following that there was an example for us of what happens if we do not trust God completely.  In His purpose for them, the land of Canaan was theirs in its entirety, and their instructions were to go forward under the hand of God and trust in Him and His word and take that whole land.  We know the people failed in that, and some of the occupants were left and Israel compromised.  We know the sad result of that.  In principle, we may say that the result is still evident today when people do not completely trust in God.

We come to the New Testament, where it says that “God so loved the world, that he gave his only- begotten Son”, John 3:16.  Do you trust God?  Will you trust in the Saviour whom God has provided?  How can you not trust in the Saviour whom God has provided for your eternal salvation?  Consider what was accomplished by the Lord Jesus when He went to the cross in my place and, if you trust Him, in yours.  He was made sin, the very thing which He was not, in order that you and I should go free.  He suffered the judgment of God in our place; He bore it completely.  Bear in mind who He was – God in  His person, come down here as a Man.  We took account of it in Philippians this morning: Jesus was “obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:8.   Man rejected Him, man would not trust Him, man preferred to trust in a man who was a murderer.  That is the character of humanity that is in you and me after the flesh.

It comes back to the passage we read; “It is better to trust in Jehovah than to put confidence in man”.  Think how that verse was violated at that point when the Lord Jesus stood before Pilate, and the nation of Israel made their decision.  The crowd chose Barabbas rather than the Saviour whom God had provided.  What is your choice?  Is your choice Barabbas or is your choice the Lord Jesus?  You may say, Well, I am not sure it is as stark as that.  I assure you, it is just as stark as that.  It is such a contrast.  If we trust in man, in ourselves, the result is that what Barabbas represents, a man who was in prison for committing terrible crimes, was preferred over against Jesus.  Why?  Because the people felt more comfortable with choosing Barabbas rather than a Man who had “done nothing amiss”, Luke 23:41.  It had to be One who had done nothing amiss, who laid down His perfect life in your place and mine as a sacrifice before God.  I ask again, do you trust Him?  You cannot partially trust the Lord Jesus, but if your trust is in Him entirely, if your faith is in Him and His work, then your hope and your future is secured and God is then looking for an answer from you to His heart of love.  

One thing that Satan tries to do is to convince persons whose sins are forgiven that there is no need to trust the Lord Jesus beyond that.  Satan would of course seek to prevent you believing at all, but if you have trusted Christ as your Saviour, Satan would like you to stop there.  But the gospel does not stop there.  God has secured you for Himself, and He wants you now, He wants your life.  Hymn 272 says: 

‘Love so amazing, so divine,

   Demands my soul, my life, my all!’.

I am sure that we are all tested when we sing that.  ‘Love so amazing, so divine’; that is the love that God has  shown to us in the Lord Jesus Himself, proved to us by the Holy Spirit in His grace and in His goodness, the love of God shed abroad in our hearts.  God is looking for an answer, dear friend, from you and from me.  He is looking for our submission to the Lord Jesus.  We do not like submitting, we like to keep control but we have to let go and trust in God.  We have heard, and how true it is, that we may find it easier to trust God for eternity than we do for tomorrow.  Eternity may begin tomorrow, it may begin today, but if God leaves us here, are we prepared to trust God and are we prepared to answer to Him? God’s  desire is to bring you in to blessings, untold blessings, now.  He wants you to enjoy companionship with the Lord Jesus. 

The Lord Jesus is no longer here, having laid  down His life, having gone into death, having been buried in a tomb, and then, the stone having been rolled away, raised out of that tomb by the might of the Father.  It says that at one point “he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once”, 1 Cor.15:6.  Think of the witness that there is to the work that the Lord Jesus has done, and to the fact that He is raised out of that tomb.  People would sow doubt in your mind; that is what Satan would love to do.  Dear friend, the witness is true that Christ has been raised out of that tomb.  He has been raised out of it for you and for me; He went into it for you and me and He was raised out of it for you, if you trust Him, and for me.  He is now at God’s right hand as a glorious Man, crowned with glory and honour.  He “set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high”, Heb.1:3.  The One who came from heaven and has returned to heaven is coming again for those who trust Him.  How vital it is that we trust Him now.  We do not know when He is coming, but He will come and claim for Himself all those who trust Him.  One of the robbers who was crucified by the side of the Lord Jesus acknowledged that everything that he had done in his life had failed, but he found, you might say, at the last moment of his life, One in whom he could trust.  “We indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense”, he said to the other robber, “but this man has done nothing amiss”, Luke 23:41.  The Lord spoke to that robber, one who was about to die, about “to-day”; “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”, verse 43. 

My understanding is that that man believed those words, he accepted them completely and believed them.  Now it may be that you and I will not die today, but the Lord would say to you that if you put your trust in Him, you will be with Him in paradise.  Departed souls, as we see in the New Testament, go to be “with Christ”, Phil.1:23.  That is where that man is.  That man who trusted in Christ remains among “the dead in Christ”.  What a wonderful portion he has, and myriads of souls have that portion too.  If you trust in Him, and if the Lord takes you, you will take that place too as asleep in Him.  We know that “the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them” (1 Thess.4:16,17) to be for ever with Him.  That, dear friends, is my hope, and I trust that it is your hope.

Are you waiting for that assembling shout?  It is worth waiting for!  Could it be anything else?  The Lord is waiting the Father’s time for that assembling shout, and then what blessing God will pour upon those who have believed in His Son, when we are in that privileged place that will be ours eternally.  Paul describes it as “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard”, 1 Cor.2:9.  They are so wonderful, but what about now?  Will you enter into the blessings, and the joy of companionship  with Christ, the One who suffered here in this scene?  I was struck in reading this week that we shall not find it possible to be companions of Christ unless we know something of the fellowship of His sufferings (Phil.3:10), and that means to stand for the Lord Jesus, here today in the present scene in which we are.  Without knowing something of that, we cannot share in the sufferings of the Christian testimony.  I often quote Hymn 367,

‘So foolish, weak, and helpless,

   I never could begin.

But blessed truth – I know it – 

   Though ruined by the fall,

Christ for my soul hath suffered,

   Yes, Christ has done it all!’.

He has done everything for God and for our blessing, and everything is under His hand now.  The Lord Jesus could say “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth” (Matt 28:18) and He is now ascended at God’s right hand.  The authority that He has remains.  Will you trust Him?  Or do you want to keep part of your life to work out yourself?  It will end in failure, it will end in  disappointment, and God will not have the portion that is due to Him now.  Those children of Israel that we spoke of, in crossing the Jordan, were to enter into a land described as flowing with milk and honey, a land from which Eshcol’s grapes were carried after they went to spy it out, and they found there resources which could be found nowhere else.  I wonder, dear friend, if your joy and satisfaction is still in the things of this world.  Are you seeking it there?  Or do you accept that God has had to express His judgment of this world and all that is in it, as we see from Noah’s history.  God’s judgment remains the same.  One day the earth shall be burnt up, and “new heavens and a new earth” will be there, 2 Pet.3:10-13.  But today, God would have us to trust in the Lord Jesus and enjoy, through faith in His work, companionship with Him, while bearing the reproach that would be ours as those who do not trust in the world and do not trust in what is of nature.  We can enjoy in principle what the people of Israel who went into the land of Canaan were meant to enjoy, as entering into the privileges that were there for them.  I wonder whether we all truly enter into the privileges that are available to us today as believers. 

Believers have privileges available to them which, dear brethren, are very special.  We have had the experience of being taken up by God, and led by the Lord Jesus and in the power of the Holy Spirit, into the presence of God as worshippers.  That is a wonderful privilege.  It is a present foretaste of what our experience will be eternally.  We knew again this morning what it was for our spirits to be lifted up together as united in worship.  You may say, as we look at our backgrounds, that we are very disparate.  Some of us do not like looking at our backgrounds, and for good reason, but God has set us together, He has brought us together under the influence of the Lord Jesus.  Do you trust Him completely?  He Himself is able to unite believers together, through His influence as our Head and by power of the Holy Spirit among all those who together form that glorious vessel, the assembly, which is known by Christ as His wife, which is bone of His bones and flesh of His flesh.  You may say to me, Does this enter into the gospel?  Yes, it does!  We have not been saved simply to enjoy the peace of our sins forgiven, but God would have us continue and enter into the greatest of the blessings that He has in mind for us now.  The Lord Jesus is able in His grace and in His power and goodness to take us up, to enter in to the Father’s house and we are set as sons in the presence of the Father.

The children of Israel went across the Red Sea into the wilderness and God instructed them to build the tabernacle with its altars.  There was a part of it, the holy of holies, into which they could not go, except for the high priest, and even he could do so only once a year.  But the veil of the temple was rent from the top to the bottom at the death of Jesus (Matt.27:51).  That speaks of the fact that you and I, as believers through God’s grace, have access to the very place where He dwells in the presence of the Father.  Not as hired servants, as the prodigal son of Luke 15 thought, but God gives us access into His presence as sons made like Christ.  We are clothed with His worth and set at liberty before God.  We can trust Him there.  What help is there in trusting in man, in what we find in us and what we find around us, dear friend?  It is hopeless to trust in other people, but as you trust in God and as you trust in the Lord Jesus, trust in the influence and the control – I use that word carefully – that the Holy Spirit would gently exercise upon us, we can enter into privileges that are very wonderful.  When the time comes for the Lord’s assembling shout, and we will be taken out of this poor scene and set there above in God’s house, we know that, as Mr Darby said in his hymn: 

‘There no stranger-God shall meet thee’

(Hymn 76).

It will not feel strange because we have tasted it already.  Will it be more wonderful?  Surely.  It will be very much more wonderful.  The hymn writers have written much about that, such as ‘What will it be …?’ (Hymn 421).  It will be very much more wonderful, but dear friend, it can be entered into now and that can only be if we trust God implicitly.

You may say, But I still have to work this out or work that out.  Yes, but can you not trust God to help you?  Can you not trust God to go before?  Can you not trust God to provide for you here and now, in view of all that He has done through the work of Christ who has prepared for you and me a place at God’s right hand?  Surely we can trust Him!  God loves to help when we ask Him.  He loves to care for those who are His own, He is abundantly able to do it, but we need to trust Him.  The evidence of that trust is commitment to Him, commitment to a pathway that may seem unattractive naturally.  But God’s blessings and the joys that come from them can be proved day after day, week after week, year after year.

My message is very simple, and I just ask that question again.  May it stay with us this week, may it stay with us forever.  I would just like us all, quietly before God, to answer that question, Do you trust God?  The answer has to be unequivocal.  I leave the question with you and may your answer to it result in glory for God, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Psalms 118:8 (JND) [8] It is better to trust in Jehovah than to put confidence in man;

Psalms 5 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Nehiloth. A Psalm of David.} Give ear to my words, O Jehovah; consider my meditation. [2] Hearken unto the voice of my crying, my king and my God; for to thee will I pray. [3] Jehovah, in the morning shalt thou hear my voice; in the morning will I address myself to thee, and will look up. …

Psalms 118 (JND) [1] Give ye thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; for his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. [2] Oh let Israel say, that his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. [3] Oh let the house of Aaron say, that his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. …

Genesis 2:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah Elohim formed Man, dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and Man became a living soul.

Genesis 7:16 (JND) [16] And they that came, came male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him. And Jehovah shut him in.

Genesis 6:13 (JND) [13] And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me, for the earth is full of violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 12:13 (JND) [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Psalms 23:4 (JND) [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Exodus 14:29 (JND) [29] And the children of Israel walked on dry [ground] through the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

Exodus 14:29 (JND) [29] And the children of Israel walked on dry [ground] through the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

Exodus 14:29 (JND) [29] And the children of Israel walked on dry [ground] through the midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

Joshua 3:16 (JND) [16] the waters which flowed down from above stood [and] rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan; and those that flowed down towards the sea of the plain, the salt sea, were completely cut off. And the people went over opposite to Jericho.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Luke 23:41 (JND) [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss.

1 Corinthians 15:6 (JND) [6] Then he appeared to above five hundred brethren at once, of whom the most remain until now, but some also have fallen asleep.

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

Luke 23:41 (JND) [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Philippians 3:10 (JND) [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death,

Matthew 28:18 (JND) [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth.

2 Peter 3:10-13 (JND) [10] But the day of [the] Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a rushing noise, and [the] elements, burning with heat, shall be dissolved, and [the] earth and the works in it shall be burnt up. [11] All these things then being to be dissolved, what ought ye to be in holy conversation and godliness, [12] waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, by reason of which [the] heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, and [the] elements, burning with heat, shall melt? [13] But, according to his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteousness.

Matthew 27:51 (JND) [51] And lo, the veil of the temple was rent in two from the top to the bottom, and the earth was shaken, and the rocks were rent,

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …
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Meaning ‘leaving no doubt’
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