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VALUING THE SCRIPTURES

J. Castle 

2 Timothy 3: 14–17; Luke 24: 27, 30–32, 45–47 

A thought has come before me, beloved brethren, relative to the value of the Scriptures, and what the Scriptures have to say about themselves. God has a right to present certain truths in that way, and we should learn to value more and more the way He has conveyed the truth to men, specifically to ourselves as living in this day. He has His word and He has His Spirit. 

Not only has He given us the finest of translations of the Scriptures, but He has in those Scriptures spoken of Himself and of them. 

As we grow older and get on in the things of God, and especially, too, with those of us who are younger, there needs to develop with us a knowledge of the Scriptures. What Paul says here shows that Timothy knew them from a child. He had the advantage that many of us have had, that is, godly parents. And in his case, a godly grandmother as well. How that fits into present experience! I think that God would, in presenting that to us, cause us to think of the value of what He has handed down to us, so that we might cherish it, and learn to grow up into it, knowing it and loving it. That is primarily what is in one’s mind—knowing the Scriptures and loving them so that they become real to us. A brother known to me used to enjoy speaking of what he had learned from a young lad who was called by his mother but did not come. Asked why he did not come, he simply answered, ‘I am looking at Jesus raising Lazarus’. He was not just reading about the Lord Jesus; it was real to 

his soul. So there is something that can be effected as we read the Scriptures and come to know them. We find that there is power in them. The Spirit of God is power. Not only do the Scriptures speak of themselves, but they speak of the Spirit of God coming and giving power. 

So as Paul is writing to Timothy he is not only speaking of what Timothy has learned and known—and that indeed from a child—but he refers to the Scriptures as “the sacred letters”. 

Notice his language, language which shows how Paul valued the Holy Scriptures. Men may be sometimes respectful in what they say about the Bible; the term ‘the good book’ is often used sincerely, but to Paul they had become ‘the sacred letters’. There was that in them that spoke to him of what was intensely holy and precious, and that is what he conveyed to Timothy. He says of them in verse 15, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”. 

That was experience on Paul’s part. He knew what they had done in himself. So we want to make way for that. As we make opportunity to read the Scriptures we want to make way for what they can do in us “through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. That is how they are to be read and known for it is a book that is indited by God Himself. It is not an ordinary collection of information. It is a collection of divine thoughts which God has sought to convey to men, putting them into one blessed whole, so that as we read them we might realize the truth of what the Lord Jesus meant when He said to the Jews, “they it is which bear witness concerning me”, John 5: 39. 

I read in Luke 24 only to convey that as the Lord is sought by us He Himself will give the interpretation of the. Scriptures. And what would take place is like what they relate as they say, “Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way?” That, I think, is something we want 

to experience. So that as we are reading the Scriptures we want to learn not only what they say but learn to love them because of the One of whom they speak. They are intended to draw us to Christ, to the blessedness and richness of divine thoughts. They are intended to move us. That is what took place here. They were moved; they were moved in their affections. 

“Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, and as he opened the scriptures to us?” It reminds one of the time when the law was sought and read in Nehemiah’s time. There was a holy day; a high platform was set up from which the law was read. And what is more, it says, “And they read in the law of God distinctly out of the book, and gave the sense”, Nehemiah 8: 8. That is the Spirit of God coming into it; they gave the sense. Something was operating in them as they read; and then something was operating in the people—“For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law”. God makes room for that, true spiritual emotion. That is how formation proceeds, and that is the point as we take up the Scriptures. 

It has been a precious thing in my outlook and in my soul to be able just to come and be in the attitude of sitting at the feet of Jesus, to learn from Him. Mary, as she sat at His feet, had the whole Person in view. To transfer it to our day we might say she had the whole truth in view, “as the truth is in Jesus”, Ephesians 4: 21. It is not that she, or we, would comprehend the fulness of the truth, but that is what was in her view as she sat at His feet. And what He said to her can be our experience as we are in that attitude of mind and soul and affection as the Scriptures are in our hands. These beloved persons in Luke 24 understood something of that. The Lord would give the sense in a way that surpassed the ability of any as “he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself”. 

So my impression was just that, beloved brethren, that as we start out in our histories, as we continue and, maybe, finish, we should value increasingly the reading of the Scriptures and be affected by the Spirit of God Himself through the word which He has indited. Thus there can be formation and change with us in view of what Christ is to have eternally. The Lord opened their understanding (now this is collective) and said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it behoved the Christ to suffer, and to rise from among the dead the third day; and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name to all the nations beginning at Jerusalem”. He was beginning something and He is going to finish it. He is going to finish His work in our souls, no doubt by the access that He has to us. The Spirit of God has access to us in our thoughts and through the word of God. So let us seek to be moved by what we read, by the Holy Spirit Himself, in view of what Christ has to do in us, and in view of what He is to have for Himself, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 3:14-17 (JND) [14] But *thou*, abide in those things which thou hast learned, and [of which] thou hast been fully persuaded, knowing of whom thou hast learned [them]; [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus. [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

Luke 24:27-47 (JND) [27] And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. [28] And they drew near to the village where they were going, and *he* made as though he would go farther. [29] And they constrained him, saying, Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is declining. And he entered in to stay with them. [30] And it came to pass as he was at table with them, having taken the bread, he blessed, and having broken it, gave it to them. [31] And their eyes were opened, and they recognised him. And he disappeared from them. [32] And they said to one another, Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, [and] as he opened the scriptures to us? [33] And rising up the same hour, they returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven, and those with them, gathered together, [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon. [35] And they related what [had happened] on the way, and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread. [36] And as they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst, and says to them, Peace [be] unto you. [37] But they, being confounded and being frightened, supposed they beheld a spirit. [38] And he said to them, Why are ye troubled? and why are thoughts rising in your hearts? …

John 5:39 (JND) [39] Ye search the scriptures, for ye think that in them ye have life eternal, and they it is which bear witness concerning me;

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Nehemiah 8:8 (JND) [8] And they read in the law of God distinctly out of the book, and gave the sense, and caused [them] to understand the reading.

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …



“I WILL SHEW THEE GREAT AND HIDDEN THINGS”

T. E. Druckenmiller 

Jeremiah 33: 1–3 

I feel impressed, beloved brethren, to draw attention, especially to verse 3, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and I will shew thee great and hidden things”. I think it perhaps links with our brother’s word to us as to the value of the Scriptures. Would that we could interest every heart here tonight more to appreciate the word of God, and to appreciate too communion with divine Persons as we read the word of God; and as we go through exercise that we might be given an insight by the Father, or by the Lord, or by the Spirit as to these “great and hidden things”. It impresses one’s heart that divine Persons are ready to show us things. I just wonder how ready we are to be shown. One would especially like to encourage our younger brethren. How precious it is to see them here tonight. Oh the value of the generation coming on! We see older brethren, middle aged, and younger persons. 

It is a wonderful thing that the Lord is continuing His work in His people. 

We have thought of those two on the way to Emmaus; what a yearning they had! They were desirous of seeing the Lord. They said to the Lord about the women who had gone to the tomb, “Him they saw not”. The yearning of heart on that early morn was to see the Lord. I suppose there is a yearning in every heart to see the Lord. Every true lover of Christ would want to see Him. I think it is a lovely touch our brother gave us as to the little child having a sense, in his own communion with the Lord, that as he was reading the sacred letters he was viewing the Lord. I have no doubt that the Lord gave an impression spiritually to that lad. 

That is what I believe the Lord would exercise all our hearts about, and what undoubtedly He was exercising the heart of the prophet about. So you think of the time here. It says, “The word of Jehovah came to the prophet Jeremiah the second time, while he was still shut up in the court of the prison”. Oh the untoward circumstances that many who have been with the Lord have had to go through in their pathways! Hence, beloved brethren, we just want to be with the Lord whatever the exercises are through which in love and in grace He passes us. It may be physical pressure; circumstantial sufferings come into the lives of every one of us. 

But I 

believe the need is to be with the Lord in them. Jeremiah the prophet was in the court of the prison. This book of the prophet Jeremiah is a wonderful book to read. He was a man who saw things; he was a true seer, and he was given insight into how God was going to deal with His people through the carrying away into Babylon, and then right through into the recovery. 

I believe we want to get a greater long-range view of what God is doing. 

We were speaking on the Lord’s day of the beloved writer of the Revelation and what he was given to see. Think of that word, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife”, Revelation 21: 9. It was what God had given to the Lord to show to His bondmen what must shortly take place. What a subject it is as you think of it, from the beginning of Scripture to the very end, God showing His precious thoughts. “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? ... I know him that he will command his children and his household after him”, Genesis 18: 17, 19. God was prepared to show things to Abraham. The time of test came and he was led in Genesis 22 to mount Moriah. Moriah means, ‘shewn by Jehovah’ (2 Chronicles 3: l). It is wonderful that God was prepared to show things to a man of faith, to give him an insight, to give him a long-range view so that he had before him a city of which God was the artificer and constructor. 

Well, beloved brethren, I believe the Lord would arouse every one of our hearts to have the desire to be shown things. So we have this verse—it is an easy one to remember—Jeremiah 33: 3—“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and I will shew thee great and hidden things which thou knowest not”. This is one of the verses from “the sacred letters”. It should enlist our interest tonight to be more prayerful and more exercised. The young are rightly concerned about their schooling and about employment, 

concerned about what is in the future for them; marriage, and the varied exercises of life. 

How to work out my life in relation to the testimony should be the concern of every one of our hearts. It necessitates, I believe, intimacy with the Lord and preparedness to go to Him and to call upon Him, like the prophet. Just ask Him. He says, “I will shew thee great and hidden things”. Note ‘ e’ says ‘unattainable’. To the natural man they are unattainable, but to the spiritual what is of God will be shown. 

Think of the Lord’s word when He lifted up His eyes and said, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”, Matthew 11: 25. The Father is ready to make things known. 

What a world of things we are brought into in which divine Persons are prepared to show us things which are unattainable to the natural mind. What words these are; how ready God is to show some precious hidden secret, if we are ready to be shown. We were having on the Lord’s day, “Ye have come to mount Zion; and to the city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem”, Hebrews 12: 22. We are going to enjoy it in a coming day, but to have the reality of these things in our souls now would strengthen us in our pathway here. So as we go on, day by day we would have what would give us stability in our souls and give us steadiness when the element of mocking comes from any around. Oh it would lead us to just confess the name of the Lord and to express what is in our hearts as having been shown it by the Lord through faith and by the Spirit’s readiness to serve us. 

So one would draw attention to this precious thought, beloved brethren, with the desire to interest all our hearts tonight to be enquirers of God, to go into His temple and enquire of the Lord. 

Think of that woman who said, “Why am I thus?”, Genesis 25: 22. The Lord gave her the answer, gave her an understanding as to what was in the divine mind, what was in the purpose of God as to the struggle that was going on within. I suppose there is many a struggle going on within the hearts of believers in Jesus whose lives have been tossed about in the sea of confusion that is abroad in Christendom. Oh, would that we would go into the divine presence with our concerns! I think that is a lovely word in Psalm 119: 11, “Thy word have I hid in my heart”. Let us value the sacred word and appreciate divine communications so that we have an understanding from God and are preserved amid the confusion that is abroad. 

Scripture speaks about that—“tossed and carried about by every wind of that teaching”, Ephesians 4: 14. What winds of wrong teaching blow! They come against us. Let us be among the trees of the Lord that are satisfied and are not blown down by the winds of confusion of this world, but whose roots go deep, drawing upon the resources that are in the Holy Spirit of God, so that we are steadied and made stable. 

The word of God will strengthen us as we read it. There is no telling what thoughts the Spirit of God will give you in your daily meditations and prayer. It is like this prophet, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee”. What an influence he had upon another. You think of Daniel who “understood by the books” in Daniel 9: 2. He read the prophet Jeremiah and he would have gone into the presence of God, and what understanding Daniel was given as to the secrets, as knowing the God of the heavens. He could then convey even to that great monarch the mystery of what was to come in the ways of God with men. We are still in the time of Daniel’s prophecy, great monarchies that have come and gone, but we are still in the time of the last one, the time of the iron and the clay, where things are partly stable and 

partly fragile. These elements are there in the public system of things among men. God will continue to hold His hand over believers in Jesus and will give us a steadiness and a stability that comes about through an understanding of what He is showing, great and hidden things which we know not, but which God is making known to His confidants. 

It says in verse 2, “Thus saith Jehovah the doer of it, Jehovah that formeth it to establish it, Jehovah is his name”. What a God we have to do with!—“the doer of it”; oh what a God He is! He is doing things in the hearts of His lovers, the lovers of Jesus. Think of what the Lord was doing as He spoke to those two on the way to Emmaus and unfolded in the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. Oh, let us value the Scriptures more and let us value the fact that the divine mind is being conveyed to those who are exercised to know, to have understanding of the times we are in. The Lord will help us and encourage us and enlist our interest tonight, I believe, for His name’s sake. 

Words in meeting for ministry, Plainfield
24 December 1985 

 


Scripture references

Jeremiah 33:1-3 (JND) [1] And the word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah the second time, while he was still shut up in the court of the prison, saying, [2] Thus saith Jehovah the doer of it, Jehovah that formeth it to establish it, Jehovah is his name: [3] Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and I will shew thee great and hidden things, which thou knowest not.

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

Genesis 18:17-19 (JND) [17] And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? [18] Since Abraham shall indeed become a great and mighty nation; and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him. [19] For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

2 Chronicles 3 (JND) [1] And Solomon began to build the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem on mount Moriah, where he appeared to David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshing-floor of Ornan the Jebusite. [2] And he began to build on the second of the second month, in the fourth year of his reign. [3] And this was Solomon's foundation for the construction of the house of God. The length by cubits after the first measure was sixty cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits. …

Jeremiah 33:3 (JND) [3] Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and I will shew thee great and hidden things, which thou knowest not.

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

Hebrews 12:22 (JND) [22] but ye have come to mount Zion; and to [the] city of [the] living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels,

Genesis 25:22 (JND) [22] And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If [it be] so, why am I thus? And she went to inquire of Jehovah.

Psalms 119:11 (JND) [11] Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee.

Ephesians 4:14 (JND) [14] in order that we may be no longer babes, tossed and carried about by every wind of *that* teaching [which is] in the sleight of men, in unprincipled cunning with a view to systematized error;

Daniel 9:2 (JND) [2] in the first year of his reign, I Daniel understood by the books that the number of the years, whereof the word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah the prophet, for the accomplishment of the desolations of Jerusalem, was seventy years.



SPECIAL DEVOTION

H. Jensen 

Genesis 24: 54–58; Ruth 1: 15–19 (to “Bethlehem”) 2 Samuel 15: 19–22 

I thought of these three persons, dear brethren, as our brother was speaking about there being great need for special devotion in the day in which we are living. They are three persons often drawn attention to in ministry and in meetings like this, because they represented in their own time the very spirit of Christ, which became manifest in the way they were prepared in devotion to commit themselves; they made committals. There are others that we could have read about that the Spirit of God has drawn attention to, and continues to draw attention to, in view of our taking example from them in order that we might be marked by the same kind of spirit, the spirit of energetic response to the challenge that was raised with them in relation to what God was doing. 

Rebecca is a most remarkable example of a sister taking a vow, like the special vow of a Nazarite. I often think of the Nazarite’s vow being related to the masculine side, but, as our brother pointed out again tonight, the scripture says that it could be a man or a woman. So this is a beloved young sister. Genesis 24 indicates that she was very remarkable for such a young person—a young sister, we might say. The section I read follows much that opens up how remarkable she was, so responsive and energetic that the servant of Abraham was astonished at her, astonished that the work of God in her was responding to the very prayer that he had spoken to God before he met her. Now here is a sister who is typical of the assembly in her response to the overtures and the attractive appeals of this servant of Abraham’s, typical of the Holy Spirit. 

So the Holy Spirit has great joy and admiration in relation to the assembly, but then, to bring it down to myself, what could have hindered her, and what could hinder me, or any one of us, she was prepared to overcome. What a wonderful thing that is as an example for us! So here the servant is prepared to be sent away and quickly go back to his master. Because of the success of that in which God had helped him in bringing to light an answer for the heart of Isaac, he wanted quickly to get back to fulfil his mission. So he says, “Send me away to my master”, but immediately this hindrance is raised by Rebecca’s brother and her mother, “Let the maiden abide with us some days”; then they modified it and said, “or say ten”. First they were a little vague as to what they meant, but then they narrowed it down to ten days. But the servant was not content with that; he would have matters move on quickly because of the way God was prospering his movements. He says, “Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master”. 

So they proposed to enquire of the maiden and they called her and asked her, “Wilt thou go with this man?”, and her answer is so direct, “I will go”—no questions asked; there is no lack to be pointed out as there was with the young man in Mark 10, “One thing lackest thou”; there was nothing lacking with her, and yet she could have raised so many things, no doubt, that could have hindered her from going immediately with the servant. There were no doubt many things that she needed to care for; younger people always have lots of things to keep them and hold them, and hinder them, and it is true too with us that are older. Apparently she was prepared to leave all those things aside and go immediately. So her answer is so simple and direct, “I will go”. Dear brethren, can we be like that?—“I will go”; I will devote myself; I will answer to the challenge; I am prepared to make a special vow; that is what I believe the Spirit of God is raising in the ministry tonight amongst us. 

Then Ruth is similar, a very attractive person whom we have often spoken about. I need not say much because her committal is so full and so genuine, and without any recall. Of course, she was overcoming what might naturally influence her in her sister-in-law Orpah having gone back to her people and her gods in Moab. What an influence that could have been on Ruth! 

We think of her as a younger person also, because younger people tend to follow younger people and are influenced by them; and yet Ruth makes such a full committal to Naomi. 

There is no question about her committal when she finishes what she has to say; again, it is like that special vow of the Nazarite, “she was stedfastly minded to go with her”, a very remarkable matter. Her words are more extensive than Rebecca’s, no more genuine, but far more extensive, in that she commits herself right through the testimonial period, for her whole life. As far as she is concerned right through to death she is prepared to stay with Naomi in relation to the people of God. 

So when Naomi “saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her”. Then we have the beautiful verse, “And they two went until they came to Bethlehem”. 

We see those two beloved women moving on together. You might say, Did not they fear the robbers on the way? Did they not fear the vicissitudes of the path as they went back to Bethlehem? Think of how many things could have been obstacles to them, particularly for Ruth who did not know what kind of people she was going back to, other than what was represented to her in Naomi. What was said to her by Naomi was attractive enough for her to go along side by side with her mother-in-law. Well, that has been our experience, has it not, that what we have found in one another, what has been manifested in the way of devotion and feelings—even in bitter and sorrowful experiences on the part of our beloved brethren with whom we meet and walk—has often been the leverage by which committals were made. I am prepared to stand with that brother, with that sister, because I know their devotion to Christ. 

So they went together until they came to Bethlehem. What a wonderful thing that is! Abraham and Isaac “went both of them together”. What a great principle that is for us in these days, going on together in relation to the testimony. They were very testing days for Naomi and Ruth, extremely testing, both of them widows, both of them bereft of their companions. This affects so many at the present time, beloved brethren bereft of their companions, yet going on, going on together in relation to the testimony. 

In Samuel we have another set of circumstances where the position was that David was in rejection and fleeing for his life because a usurper had taken over the throne. Ittai comes to light here as one who was going to continue with David. Whatever the position of rejection that David was found in, whatever was happening back in Jerusalem where the usurper had gained ascendancy, power, influence and authority, Ittai was going to go with David. So while David was the one who sought to direct him back to Jerusalem, I suppose he was only testing him out as to what his committals really were. 

It says, “And the king said”, that is David, it is not Absalom, “Why dost thou also go with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king”. Well, he meant Absalom, of course, when he said that. Have we not been tested out along these lines, beloved brethren, many times over indeed? But I suppose the test comes to us even afresh tonight as to the possibility of leaving a position of rejection and going to a position where things are more favourable. Absalom would probably have received Ittai with open arms and made much of him back there in Jerusalem. But his committal, in spite of all that David says to him, is, “As Jehovah liveth”—What a remarkable statement! “As Jehovah liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be”. He is a very remarkable man, facing and accepting the matter of death, because that could have been the outcome of going with David. Death could have stared him in the face because of the way Absalom had gained the ascendancy, and the way David was going to be pursued by Absalom’s armies. So he is facing the matter of death first of all; “whether in death or life” he is going to be committed to David—“there also will thy servant be”. Then, like Naomi, David leaves off the attempt to influence him to leave him and says, “Go and pass over”. Think of the influence of this man! O, dear brethren, we little realize what an influence any of us may have. It says, “and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him” passed over. Well, what kind of influence can I be to anyone, those with me, or my little ones? 

Now what a test that is for most of us. Most of us are thankful that we can cling to our David personally, but here is a man who influenced others to do the same. It is like Cornelius in the New Testament; he had his friends and his kinsmen gathered to hear the word of God. What a wonderful thing that is! Well, let us be encouraged by these examples of special devotion in the days in which they lived, testing days, particularly with Ruth and Ittai, who were greatly tested as to whether they would be devoted. First of all we have committal to the Spirit of God and His call seen typically in Rebecca; then devotion to the people of God in sorrow and bitterness seen in Ruth, and thirdly, in Ittai, one typically committed and devoted to Christ Himself in His rejection. May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Los Angeles
27 March 1984 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 24:54-58 (JND) [54] And they ate and drank, he and the men that were with him, and lodged. And they rose up in the morning; and he said, Send me away to my master. [55] And her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us [some] days, or [say] ten; after that she shall go. [56] And he said to them, Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master. [57] And they said, Let us call the maiden and inquire at her mouth. [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.

Ruth 1:15-19 (JND) [15] And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back to her people and to her gods: return after thy sister-in-law. [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; [17] where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried. Jehovah do so to me, and more also, if aught but death part me and thee! [18] And when she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking to her. [19] And they two went until they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they came to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and the [women] said, Is this Naomi?

2 Samuel 15:19-22 (JND) [19] And the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Why dost thou also go with us? return to thy place, and abide with the king; for thou art a foreigner, and besides, thou hast emigrated to the place where thou [dwellest]. [20] Thou didst come yesterday, and should I this day make thee go up and down with us, seeing I go whither I can? Return and take back thy brethren. Mercy and truth be with thee! [21] And Ittai answered the king and said, [As] Jehovah liveth, and [as] my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be. [22] And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And Ittai the Gittite passed over, and all his men, and all the little ones that were with him.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Mark 10 (JND) [1] And rising up thence he comes into the coasts of Judaea, and the other side of the Jordan. And again crowds come together to him, and, as he was accustomed, again he taught them. [2] And Pharisees coming to [him] asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? (tempting him). [3] But he answering said to them, What did Moses command you? …



THE DISTINCTIVENESS OF MAN

J. D. Gray 

Matthew 3: 16, 17; John 1: 49–51; Acts 7: 55, 56; Revelation 19: 11–16 

If we look at commentaries we will find these scriptures linked together. I assure you I did not look at commentaries to find about what subject to speak; still, they help a little bit. I have been interested in the distinctiveness of man for some time, as all of you would be too, what God’s thoughts are for man. He formed him in the beginning, but Adam was a figure of Him who was to come. God waited for His Christ. We read Matthew’s gospel locally and the open heavens attracted my attention as relating to the distinctiveness of man; the Man upon whom the heavens were opened. Heaven had never opened like this before. The Old Testament heavens were opened in judgment in Noah’s days, but here the heavens are opened to a Person, to Jesus. The Father’s voice says, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”. Wonderful those words, dear brethren, relating to thirty years of private life, but not an inactive life. Scripture does not record much about His private life, and I do not think Scripture speaks about the Lord having suffered during those thirty years. There is no doubt that He felt the scene in which He was in His spirit. He was “holy, harmless, undefiled” (Hebrews 7: 26); that characterized the Lord Jesus all through those thirty years, so from that point of view He would feel things in His spirit. 

What Scripture seems to bring out is that those were days when He walked privately with God. At this point it is the juncture in His life when He takes up what is called His public ministry, but before that there was the private, intimate, holy life of Jesus, and heaven was interested in that. What an Object for heaven, a Man on the earth, such a Man, Jesus the beloved Son. 

Have you ever thought what it must have been for God the day that Jesus was born? The Psalm says, “Thou art my Son— I this day have begotten thee”, Psalm 2: 7. That was fine, that was the day when He came into manhood. Many brethren here remember when the truth of the Lord’s sonship was unfolded. He came into the position of sonship in time on the day on which He was born; He took up a position at that point in the Father’s bosom; He never had been in it before. His eternal personality is not affected by that, but God rejoiced in that day, heaven rejoiced in that day—the gospels are full of it. Luke’s gospel particularly brings out the joy that was going on in heaven when Jesus was born. There was no room for Him in the inn, no festivities down here for Jesus’ birth. Heaven celebrated the day on which He was born; the Father celebrated, “I this day have begotten thee”. He grew up a Child, but still the beloved Son. Scripture draws aside the curtain to show us Jesus at twelve years old occupied in His Father’s business. There is silence for the next eighteen years, but all those days were days He was walking with God. 

Heaven opened to acclaim Him. At this point in time He could have been received up into heaven, the opened heaven. There was no Man in heaven when heaven opened to Christ here. 

The Man who came from heaven was on the earth; the second Man, out of heaven, was on the earth, the Object of heavenly beings but, more than that, dear brethren, the Object of divine Persons, the Object of the Father’s love, the Object of the Spirit’s love. “The Spirit of God”, it says, “descending as a dove, and coming upon him”, that Person, and then the voice—what an extraordinary scene, an opened heaven to a Man suited to heaven, and the only One suited to heaven at this point in time. That is the beloved Son. Has this blessed Person got a place in your affections? 

Ponder the grandeur of the scene, ponder the immensity of the scene. God waited four thousand years for this from the creation of Adam. Four thousand years went on; Christ came into the scene. The Father waited thirty years before He proclaimed Him as His beloved Son. 

He did not have to wait thirty years. Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, a Child full of wisdom rare! Oh the preciousness to heaven, to the Father, of what came out in Christ! He is the only Person who dwells in the Father’s bosom, this unique position. “In the bosom of the Father”, as John’s gospel points out, involves that He came into that position. What a day for divine Persons when the economy, as we know it, was expressed in the incarnation, in Christ coming into manhood, the Father having begotten Him, “Thou art my Son; I this day have begotten thee”. The mystery of His birth, “The holy thing also which shall be born” (Luke 1: 35), conceived of the Holy Spirit—here that Person, Jesus, is standing on the earth and is baptised (I do not go into that for the present time), but coming up “the heavens were opened to him”, to that Person. What a salutation—is He not worthy? Is He not worthy for you to open your heart to Him? “This is my beloved Son”—not ‘Thou art my beloved Son’, that is true—but “This is my beloved Son” involving the Father pointing Him out to others, pointing Him out to you, pointing Him out to me. Does He hold your interest? Has He a place in your heart? He has a place in the Father’s heart. 

In John 1 Nathanael was standing under a fig-tree. Someone told him about Jesus of Nazareth and he said, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” That was his first remark, but he came to see. Have you come to see? What have you come here for? Have you come to see something of the glory of this Person? Nathanael says to Jesus when He comes, “Thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel”. That is what He will be in relation to His messiahship, in relation to the world to come and in relation to Israel mainly. But Jesus enlightens Nathanael that He has a wider glory than that of the Son of God and the King of Israel, and He does not have to wait for it till His coming kingdom. Nathanael does not have to wait for the coming kingdom to understand it, and neither do you and neither do I. He says, “Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man”. “Henceforth”—I looked that word up in the dictionary because sometimes it is helpful, and it means ‘from that day and forward’. Nathanael would see the heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man. 

Are we interested to enquire into Jesus’ glories as the Son of man? In John’s gospel chapter 12, when the Greeks come up, the Lord brings out that the Son of man had to die—“Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit”, John 12: 24. The Son of man could only acquire these glories through death. Scripture says, “Jesus, who was made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour” (Hebrews 2: 9): He was made a little lower than the angels on account of the sufferings of death, but He acquires a greater glory than the angels. He inherits “a name more excellent than they”, Hebrews 1: 4. He is going to reign in relation to all men. The Son of man is Christ’s glory not only over the Jew, but over the Gentile. You know, in God’s ways, the angels were more powerful dignitaries and on a higher estate than man in God’s creation. They do not die, for one thing, but they do not know redemption, and fallen angels await the judgment of God, but here the angels of God are put into subservience to the Son of man—that shows the distinctiveness of man. Man is elevated to be greater than the angels. Through Christ, dear brethren, we are brought into a state that is greater than what God has in the angels, and the Son of man has men like Himself. He is over a vast area and has wonderful power, and the angels are subservient to Him. 

I am not sure that I can help you too much about the question of “Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened”, as being from that day and forward, but there must have been a display of it in Jesus in that the heaven was opened to Him. There certainly was a display in His lifetime that the angels ministered to Him. After His temptations they ministered to Him, in Gethsemane they ministered to Him, and there may have been other points where the angels came under Christ’s hand. Certainly in the present day in which we are the angels are “ministering spirits, sent out for service on account of those who shall inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1: 14), that is you and I. Those angels are under the service of the Son of man. The Scriptures bring out the distinctiveness of man as before God, that He has elevated him through Christ to a greater position than the angels. Scripture says He has made perfect “the leader of their salvation” (that is our salvation) “through sufferings”, Hebrews 2: 10. The Son of man has been initiated into such an office, but it is through death. Think of the Lord of glory lying in death! It says of persons that if they had known the wisdom of God “they would not have crucified the Lord of glory” (see 1 Corinthians 2: 7, 8)—that hidden wisdom which God has revealed to us by His Spirit. Any knowledge we have of God is revealed to us by His Spirit. 

Are we interested in following through these things in Scripture? We will find food for our souls that will enhance to us the Person whom initially we knew as Saviour, but now to see Him in His glory as Son of man. It is God’s thought; He has waited for it. He did not find it in Adam; He did not find it in Adam’s race; but He has now found it in Christ and through His death He finds it in a race that is akin to Christ and will come into something of His glory according to the Scriptures. But this scripture brings out the distinctiveness of the Person who is Son of man to whom the heaven is opened. It must be characteristic in some sense, “Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man”; it is in service to that Person, and that in His life here in humiliation, because remember when this was said it was the Son of man in humiliation, not the Son of man in His glory. So what God gave Him in His humiliation goes through to the time of His glory, involving His kingdom, and that must be seen too in the present time. The whole administration of heaven is at the hand of a Man. Joshua 10 brings out that heaven responded to the voice of a man. What a thing, dear brethren; the Son of man is in heaven, and heaven responds to the voice of a Man. It says, “Sun, stand still upon Gibeon; And thou, moon, in the valley of Ajalon!”, Joshua 10: 12. The whole dispensation is characterized by the fact that heaven is at the voice and the command of a Man, and that Man is the Son of man, that Man is the Man who has gone into death to acquire that place of glory. 

Well, in Acts 7 we see Him there and it is very encouraging, the heavens opened and someone sees the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. Although this is distinctive to Stephen, I think it is characteristic of the dispensation that the heavens are opened to believers. Stephen in the hour of his intense need saw the Son of man and it strengthened him in view of what he was as a witness, but I think it is characteristic. One thing has been pointed out, and it is worth repeating—there was an Object for Stephen in heaven. When the Lord was here and the heavens were opened, He was the Object; there was no Object in heaven. When Stephen saw the heavens opened, Christ the Son of man is the Object, but He is in glory, not in His humiliation, but in glory, and the heavens opened to strengthen the believer in view of testimony. How much is the reality of the exalted Son of man known in you and me? “He saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God”. I wonder how much you and I have been gripped by that! 

Marvellous thing! It is the secret of walking here in testimony. You are not looking at the difficulties, you are looking at Jesus, by faith. Stephen saw Jesus standing at the right hand of God, he saw the Son of man standing there in His glory, it was literal for him. That was a touch of divine tenderness, but for us it is by faith. “We see not yet all things subjected to him, but we see Jesus, who was made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour”, Hebrews 2: 9. He is in the position of pre-eminence as Son of man. 

He has established the right to rule, He inherits a name more excellent than the angels. When He returns He will be presented to the habitable world, “Let all God’s angels worship him”, Hebrews 1: 6. He will rule the habitable world in righteousness, the Son of man, the Man appointed by God. The heaven is opened for believers by faith, by prayer. You can have access at any time. I trust in some measure, dear brethren, there is a feature of the opened heaven in this meeting; I do trust that, that we have been linked by the Spirit with Christ in glory. Stephen says, “Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God”. I understand the Lord was ready to return at this point and I have pondered that. You can only come to it there was an absolute, sincere consideration that had the nation repented He would have come. You say, how would the assembly have worked out? I do not know; that is not opened up. But they did not repent. So the Lord says, “I ... have sat down with my Father in his throne”, Revelation 3: 21. The full truth of the church had not been opened up at this time, neither had the truth of the rapture. How could it be? It brings out the wisdom of God, how He waits till the time is right to make things known to His people. It shows in the wisdom of God, how servants have carried thoughts about Christ and other matters pertaining to divine things and waited till the word came to make them known to the people of God, till the state was right. 

You have scripture for that. Divine Persons withheld the full understanding of the truth of the church, withheld the truth of the rapture because it would have caused confusion of thought in relation to Peter’s preaching in Acts 3 that the heavens had received Christ and if there was repentance by the nation He would come; but when there is this final rejection of the Just One, and the appeal by Stephen. God proceeds in relation to the dispensation in its full character, bringing out the truth of the church, and of the rapture, and bringing out too the assurance of the appearing. It is now the dispensation of the open heavens. You have access there, and the Person you will find there is Jesus, the Son of man. As looking on Him we are “transformed from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”, 2 Corinthians 3: 18. That is what happens, we are changed. We will take on glory characteristically as we are occupied with the Son of man in His glory. Why? Because we will take on the features of the environment which we have touched in His presence. You cannot help it. Moses was on the mount for forty days and when he came down the skin of his face shone and he knew not, but others saw it because he took on the characteristic glories of the environment in which he had stayed for forty days and forty nights, sustained by God apart from human nutrition. 

So the believer who is occupied with the Son of man in His glory and His grandeur will, like Stephen, take on a glory, a glory that might become testimonial in a sense as related to the dignity of the anointing, but a glory that is substantial in relation to new creation and the work of God going through to eternity, where it will shine in an environment unrestricted by sin. What an attraction to become occupied with this Personage in His own environment! If we want to be like Him where He was, we need to be occupied with Him where He is and take on the glory of that environment. How distinctive it is and completely contrary to the environment in which men, unregenerate, find their lives, pursuing an objective which they will never attain; but the believer is pursuing an objective to which he will attain. He is running a race with Christ as the Objective, and the heavens are opened to him as a characteristic feature. He has the power of access to go in there and enjoy something of that glory, “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord … are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Lord the Spirit”. We 

become changed. There was no change in Jesus. When He was on earth the Son, the blessed, beloved Son, there was no change in Him; the way to the glory for Him meant the awfulness of the laying down of His life; but He acquires an inherited name that is greater than any name any creature has ever inherited. So it says in Psalm 87 that when God inscribeth the peoples He shall say, “This man was born there” (Psalm 87: 6)—that is Christ; it also says, “This one and that one was born in her” (Psalm 87: 5)—that is you and I, secured in accordance with the Man who is born in Zion, as distinct from the dignitaries of this world that are mentioned earlier in that psalm as born in other cities. The only thing that Scripture would say of them is that if the princes of this age had known (and that is in relation to the hidden wisdom of God) “they would not have crucified the Lord of glory”, 1 Corinthians 2: 8. 

Revelation 19 is interesting. It is another scene, One on a white horse, coming as the King, Faithful and True. It takes your mind back to the opening of the address to Laodicea and the failure of the church, “These things say the Amen, the faithful and true witness”, Revelation 3: 14. Heaven has never opened like this yet, but heaven is going to open like this, and it involves Him taking up His rights; the Son of man is going to exercise His rights. The Father has given the word—times and seasons are in the Father’s hands—and the Son of man is taking up His rights. Now there are features about Him which are distinctive, “And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon his head many diadems”—how many there are! we have been speaking of some—and “having a name written which no one knows but himself”. I understand that the name is written so that we know that it is unknowable and relates to the inscrutability of His Person, as it also says in Matthew, “No one knows the Son but the Father”, Matthew 11: 27. There is what is inscrutable about Christ, and we always have to remember that, something inscrutable about the Son of man. It brings out distinctiveness, who the Person is, and bows our heart in worship to the Son of man. There is a glory and a mystery attaching to Him, but His revealed name is the Word of God, the King of kings, the Lord of lords. 

The Lord has His own distinctiveness. He is the only One who has a garment dipped in blood. He is going forth as the Avenger and will come “the second time without sin for salvation”, Hebrews 9: 28. There is no salvation for those who have scorned this blessed Man, the Son of man. Do not scorn Him. When He comes He will deal with scorners, He will remove them out of His kingdom. We come in in the armies of heaven to enjoy His victory. 

“And out of his mouth goes a sharp two-edged sword and he shall shepherd them with an iron rod”. Now I know there is a connection back to the promise to the overcomer in Thyatira, who will come into that, but here it is something that Christ does Himself, “He treads the wine-press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty”. He is doing things Himself as the Avenger and we come into His glory. 

All this precedes the glorious setting of Revelation 21 when the holy city, Jerusalem, comes down “out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God” (Revelation 12: 10). The Lord goes forth to deal with the beast and the antichrist personally; whoever else He will deal with personally is His matter. He is going to remove violence and scorn with a view to the holy city coming down to a scene from which evil and violence have been removed, to adjudicate for Christ for a thousand years. I know there are the sessional judgments in Revelation 20: 4, 

“And I saw thrones; and they sat 

upon them ...”, but the Avenger, you might say the Avenger of blood, Christ, does things Himself and the glory of His Person is that He has a name that is unknowable. We cannot enter into it—that is the glory of the Person. But we do enter into His glories and His victories as the Son of man, the Faithful and True, the Word of God, the One who expresses the mind of God, the One who treads the wine-press of the fury of God the Almighty. It is what He does Himself, “And he has upon his garment, and upon his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords”. These things we can appreciate. Well, may the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 
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Scripture references

Matthew 3:16-17 (JND) [16] And Jesus, having been baptised, went up straightway from the water, and lo, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him: [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

John 1:49-51 (JND) [49] Nathanael answered and said to him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the King of Israel. [50] Jesus answered and said to him, Because I said to thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou? Thou shalt see greater things than these. [51] And he says to him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man.

Acts 7:55-56 (JND) [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

Revelation 19:11-16 (JND) [11] And I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and one sitting on it, [called] Faithful and True, and he judges and makes war in righteousness. [12] And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon his head many diadems, having a name written which no one knows but himself; [13] and [he is] clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and his name is called The Word of God. [14] And the armies which [are] in the heaven followed him upon white horses, clad in white, pure, fine linen. [15] And out of his mouth goes a sharp [two-edged] sword, that with it he might smite the nations; and he shall shepherd them with an iron rod; and he treads the wine-press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. [16] And he has upon his garment, and upon his thigh, a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords.

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Psalms 2:7 (JND) [7] I will declare the decree: Jehovah hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; *I* this day have begotten thee.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Hebrews 1:4 (JND) [4] taking a place by so much better than the angels, as he inherits a name more excellent than they.

Hebrews 1:14 (JND) [14] Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out for service on account of those who shall inherit salvation?

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

1 Corinthians 2:7-8 (JND) [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)

Joshua 10 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it, that he had done to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and that the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were among them, [2] that they feared greatly; for Gibeon was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and it was greater than Ai, and all its men were mighty. [3] And Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, and to Piream king of Jarmuth, and to Japhia king of Lachish, and to Debir king of Eglon, saying, …

Joshua 10:12 (JND) [12] Then spoke Joshua to Jehovah in the day when Jehovah gave up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand still upon Gibeon; And thou, moon, in the valley of Ajalon!

Acts 7 (JND) [1] And the high priest said, Are these things then so? [2] And he said, Brethren and fathers, hearken. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charran, [3] and said to him, Go out of thy land and out of thy kindred, and come into the land which I will shew thee. …

Hebrews 2:9 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing.

Hebrews 1:6 (JND) [6] and again, when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all God's angels worship him.

Revelation 3:21 (JND) [21] He that overcomes, to him will I give to sit with me in my throne; as *I* also have overcome, and have sat down with my Father in his throne.

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

Psalms 87 (JND) [1] {Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm. A Song.} His foundation is in the mountains of holiness. [2] Jehovah loveth the gates of Zion more than all the habitations of Jacob. [3] Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah. …

Psalms 87:6 (JND) [6] Jehovah will count, when he inscribeth the peoples, This [man] was born there. Selah.

Psalms 87:5 (JND) [5] And of Zion it shall be said, This one and that one was born in her; and the Most High himself shall establish her.

1 Corinthians 2:8 (JND) [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;)

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Revelation 3:14 (JND) [14] And to the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God:

Matthew 11:27 (JND) [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him].

Hebrews 9:28 (JND) [28] thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear to those that look for him the second time without sin for salvation.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 12:10 (JND) [10] And I heard a great voice in the heaven saying, Now is come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ; for the accuser of our brethren has been cast out, who accused them before our God day and night:

Revelation 20:4 (JND) [4] And I saw thrones; and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them; and the souls of those beheaded on account of the testimony of Jesus, and on account of the word of God; and those who had not done homage to the beast nor to his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and hand; and they lived and reigned with the Christ a thousand years:



EXTRACTS

As has been said by others the wife must be content to merge her own individuality in her husband. When there is undue assertion of her own individuality on the part of the wife, it will not tend to happiness, and a very heavy responsibility devolves on the husband. The husband is to give character to the wife. You see it in the church. The church takes its character from Christ. Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it. What for? That He might give character to it. It has been said that even the appearance of the wife may change, so intimate is the relationship. The principle at all events is true. The husband should imprint a character upon the wife, but there is only one thing will do it and that is love, pure unselfish love. The church takes its character from Christ but it is because He loved it and gave Himself for it. 

‘Letters of F. E. Raven’, p.237 

I should have very little to show for my work—I feel it sometimes; think I have not courage enough to face the world, and read, “Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be my disciples”. But I pretend to nothing, and if I have only His approval, oh how content I should be, yet feel how little I have to deserve it in any sense. But I am sure it is all right, and He will be glorified, and in that I am wholly content. 

J. N. Darby (‘Letters’, Vol. 2, pp.115, 116) 

It has never been God’s way to give me much apparent present effect of work—it was good for me, I doubt not, to be kept doing it as work to Him. Besides, very often there was nothing very positive. In a few places I have had manifest blessing in evangelising, but my faith and courage are feeble in looking for present fruits; only I am willing to serve the Lord and His saints—I hope I can say to be nothing, if He is everything; and we are nothing, but if God gives one to serve, it is a wonderful mercy. 

J. N. Darby (‘Letters’, Vol. 2, p.365) 

The fact that it (Psalm 84) is “to the chief Musician” would remind us that tunes must be used, and suitable ones too. Sometimes what would be really edifying in the assembly is marred by the tune someone rashly starts. We must recognise the chief Musician … The readiness with which tunes are started would rather suggest that the chief Musician has not be thought of at all. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 85, p, 91)
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Scripture references

Psalms 84 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. Of the sons of Korah. A Psalm.} How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Jehovah of hosts! [2] My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of Jehovah; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. [3] Yea, the sparrow hath found a house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she layeth her young, thine altars, O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God. …
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