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GOD’S TREASURE


2 Corinthians 4:6-12;  Matthew 13:44-46;

Malachi 3:16-18

These three scriptures all bear some reference to treasure.  I seek help to speak respectfully to my brethren on the understanding and appreciation that, in these bodies of ours, there is a work of God that in His eye represents treasure.  That is a marvellous thing.  We are not yet in the enjoyment of the bodies of glory like Christ’s glorious body that we have been speaking about earlier.  On that account, Paul says in this passage in Corinthians that the treasure is in “earthen vessels”, vessels which in one way are quite inadequate to give full expression to the wonderful thoughts of God for the heavenly saints of the family to which we belong, but meantime there is hidden treasure in these earthen vessels.

That contributes to the point that was made earlier that to some extent there is a mystery connected with these things, because the value and the extent of the treasure is not wholly observable outside, nor appreciated or taken account of in a general way.  I am not suggesting that there is nothing evident, because what has shone in through the marvellous sovereign operations of God finds, in some way, an outward expression in testimony here.  To that extent, something of the value of the hidden treasure shines out in present testimony, though the lustre and fulness of it necessarily requires bodies of glory suited to house it eternally for God’s pleasure, and to bring about the answer that is suited to the purpose of God for His saints.  Nevertheless, it is something worthy of our consideration, and I would say worthy of our respect for one another, that God has an investment there, an inward treasure wrought as a consequence of His own work and the formative activity of the Holy Spirit which is delightful to the eye of God, even if not fully seen by others.  It merits respect on my part for the saints, because God loves His people.  The securing of the treasure has been at immense cost.  The apostle here makes reference to the outshining of God through the radiancy of the glad tidings.  What an outshining there has been, the glad tidings bringing out into open and clear testimony the wonderful present grace of God towards men.  It is towards all, and carries with it salvation for all men.  That shows the scope of the work that has been wrought by my blessed Saviour.

If there is someone here who is not in the enjoyment of salvation, take that word home to your heart.  You cannot fault God.  You cannot fault the Saviour for the work that He has wrought at such a cost to Himself.  The shedding of His precious blood and the yielding up of His life, going into death, and His triumphant rising again have made provision for the eternal welfare and blessing of your soul.  Do not be neglectful, dear friend, of the availability of such blessing and of the marvellous grace of God that has brought it into radiant outshining in the glad tidings.  What glad tidings!  We hear reports about a multitude of things these days, some reports considered favourable and some quite unfavourable.  But rising above all in glorious distinction stands the declaration of God’s grace in glad tidings to men.  What else stands connected with eternity?  There are all sorts of reports commissioned by men to do with affairs down here, and they may be considered of great importance in government or by politicians, but I just say again, rising above them all stands the radiancy of the glad tidings flowing out from the heart of God.

Paul thought in such an exalted way of the magnificence of the glad tidings that he spoke of himself and others as ambassadors, going out on God’s behalf.  Think of the glad tidings proceeding from the throne above, carrying forth in testimony here some witness to the outstanding grace of God to men.  No wonder the apostle here refers to it as the radiancy of the glad tidings of the Christ who is the image of God.  We were enquiring earlier about this word “image”, but what a wonderful representation there has been of all that is to be known and expressed of God in the person of the Christ.  I can say, as drawing from other scriptures, that He Himself is God, but there is, nevertheless, a wonderful setting forth in that blessed Man of the outshining of the glory of God radiating in His blessed face.  “It is the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.  

These are momentous transactions, beloved brethren, the outshining of the glory of God in the face of Jesus into these hearts of ours.  Not only has there been outshining from God, but into our hearts where darkness existed as away from God, in order that they should be illuminated and that we should be brought to understand something of the marvellous character of the love of God towards us.  What a shining in there has been.  God has operated in such a way through the glad tidings and the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus to bring about an answer to His own glory.

Think of these vessels of ours referred to as earthen vessels.  They are bodies of humiliation, feeble vessels in which we are still awaiting the prospect of our heavenly home to come from God Himself with all its suitability to the eternal abode of the heavenly saints.  Through God’s sovereign work by the Spirit, there is something wrought there, born of God, secured through the finished work of the Lord Jesus and being added to, in the case of those of us who are amongst the living who remain, by the continuing work of the Holy Spirit here.  That is a great work of formation adding to the treasure.  How marvellous that is.  What else could God treasure about me apart from His own work in me?  Not a thing!  Not one thing about me merits God’s appreciation save what He has wrought Himself in marvellous love.  But in these earthen vessels, God has implanted a treasure through the shining in from the face of Jesus of the radiancy of His own blessedness, from the One who gives expression to the effulgence of God’s glory.  I find that a marvellous expression used by the writer in the epistle to the Hebrews, “the effulgence of his glory”, Heb.1:3.  Think of the wonder of such a glorious Person, able to give radiant expression to all that can be known of God.

The treasure is there: “we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us”.  I sometimes hear and read of the expression, a ‘self-made man’, perhaps some man who, through his industry and ability in some human way, has acquired a measure of fame.  But this has nothing to do with that.  It is not of ourselves at all, nor from us.  This is a witness to the wonderful surpassing greatness of the power of God, and that gives it a different character altogether.  The treasure is of value.  John says that all that is in the world is passing (1 John 2:17).  Sometimes we are staggered by figures quoted by men to measure values.  It used to be thousands, then millions, then billions, and sometimes now trillions: what expressions of financial value and, sadly, often of debt.  But now we are speaking about a surpassing treasure in every way, something that is all of God, secured through the power of God and not from us, which  shall abide for God’s glory eternally when time has ceased to be..  The treasure will not be hidden then in earthen vessels.  It will find its radiant expression in those transformed through the final act of the Saviour’s power and made suitable to be before God eternally, giving expression then in fulness to His work and for His own delight.  

In a special way, that is connected with the glory of what God has wrought in the assembly.  There will be many other families.  The Father of every family will have His own answer from all of them, each being named by Him and having been secured through what Christ has wrought.  Each will possess some knowledge of God with its own particular value.  But the assembly shines distinctively as the vessel of God’s coming abode, wherein the expression in such a full way of an answer to God will be secured and sustained by His own Spirit eternally.  There will be glory to God in the assembly in Christ Jesus. 

Paul uses words concerning himself and those who shared with him in the work that I would hesitate to use about myself, as not claiming any grandeur or particular excellence as to any service of mine – far from it.  But Paul speaks about “bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body”.  I think in some way we can say it is true in us that there is a bearing about in the body of the dying of Jesus, where there is an application of what the death of Jesus involves.  So what is of the flesh should not be in prominence, but something of what is acceptable and pleasing to God of His own work should be coming into increasing expression in these bodies of ours.  It is remarkable that Paul should go on to say, “that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh”.  That is why I would not say that the treasure is totally hidden.  Its full extent and value are screened because of these bodies in which as yet we are, but in some way there is manifested in these mortal bodies a testimony to what God has wrought that is so pleasing to Himself.  May it be so more and more.  We were carrying that exercise from our earlier occasion, and I would just seek to raise it again amongst us that meantime, in these mortal bodies of ours, there might increasingly be some expression of what is in accord with the life of Jesus and pleasing to the eye of God.

What a marvellous thing to think of treasure in the hearts of the saints.  Mr Coates once said, ‘a new creation treasure in an old creation vessel’1.  I greatly enjoyed that when I read it.  It is a marvellous thought that there is an indestructible work of new creation, meantime housed in earthen vessels here.  How pleasing that must be under the eye of God.  It is not fully seen in display, but God can see it all.  Soon, in eternity, the bodies of the saints will be according to new creation as well, because the bodies of the old creation are not suited to the eternal abode of the saints of the assembly.  There will then be bodies in keeping with the treasure inside, but meantime there is a new creation work there.  That is something that is entirely of God: how pleasing to Him.

I read also in Matthew’s gospel.  I would love to have some greater understanding of how valuable the treasure is that the Lord Jesus has secured for Himself.  These words were penned by Matthew, but they were spoken by the Lord Himself.  “The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid”.  What wonderful language this is, indicating how precious it was to the Lord to find here, when He was moving on this earth, something of what God had wrought in drawing souls to the Saviour.  The Lord Jesus discerned that there was something of value that He could describe as a treasure, as taking account of the work of God in one and another.  He, through His own work, has established rights to the whole world; the field has been bought.  As a consequence of the work of the Lord Jesus, He has laid claim to the whole field, the whole world.  Redemptive rights are very great.  The Lord has laid claim to the whole field in order that the treasure in it might be His.  Meantime, it is hidden.  We are not in the day of public manifestation yet but that will  come.  We have been referring to the time when the assembly will come down in all its radiance out of heaven, “having the glory of God”, Rev.21:10.  I love that expression – “having the glory of God”.  That does not in any way indicate that the assembly is possessed of deity.  It would be blasphemy to say so, but it is possessed of the excellence of divine workmanship that will find its radiant expression, and will be seen, when it comes down having the glory of God.  Think of what the assembly will be as a vessel for God in answering glory to His own wondrous purpose in love.  Think of what the treasure will be for Christ as an answer to the joy of His own affections.  The Lord Jesus has established His claim to that, and although the treasure is hidden meantime in the field, He is about to come soon to take those who are His to be with Himself.  The treasure will be taken out of the field then, and He will have the saints taken up into glory, transforming the bodies of the saints and having them for His own eternal delight.  The dead in Christ will be raised first, then we the living will be caught up with all the saints to be with Christ (1 Thess.4:15).  Nothing of the treasure will be lost, not one bit of it; the entire treasure will be secured and held eternally for His delight.

What does the Lord think of the assembly?  It is described in the second parable as a pearl.  As another has said, it is like a connoisseur who is taking account of beautiful pearls, but who has found one pearl of great value.  Oh, the distinctiveness of what the Lord has secured for Himself in the assembly; “he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it”.  What a cost has been involved for the Lord Jesus in paying the price to secure the assembly.  He has delivered Himself up in order to secure the assembly for Himself (Eph.5:25).  He has bought it at such a cost, He has paid the price.  It is His own possession, secured as an answer to His precious love and sacrificial work in paying the price to secure the assembly for Himself: one pearl.

There is something distinctive about a pearl.  In some way it bears its own witness to its intrinsic value.  Men take other precious stones and cut them and shape them and do various things with them to transform them into some better form whereby the lustre of the light may be reflected from within them, and their distinctiveness come into greater evidence.  That is not so in regard of a pearl.  I am aware of a jeweller locally who said that all that a man can do with a pearl is spoil it when he tries to machine it, or cut or drill it.  There it is in its own peculiar lustre, just as it was formed.  That is the beauty of what the Lord has secured as the product of His own love – a vessel entirely for His delight, a pearl of  “great value”.  How great?  Who can tell?  The Lord was prepared to sell all to secure it.  I believe the Lord Jesus, Himself alone, could give the true evaluation of this pearl.  We may appreciate something of the pearl, and speak about it, and some have been marvellously helped to write about it.  We are thus enabled to sing about it, but the true value of the pearl is only known by the Lord Jesus as His own peculiar, distinctive possession in answer to His love.  

How entitled He is to have the full response from the affections of the saints of the assembly.  May we be increasingly exercised to yield it.  Think of us having the privilege of gathering together.  We cannot claim, and may we be preserved from attempting to claim, that we are the church, or from making any foolish claims as to our own position, but the Lord has an investment here in the saints which He takes account of.  As faithful souls come together to remember Him, think of His eye being upon them, taking account of something that bears the character of the pearl seen in the local assemblies and finding its totality in the whole assembly.  The Lord has something that is so delightful to Himself. 

On that account, I read from the last chapter in Malachi.  What a wonderful thing it is that God should observe all that is going on.  We are gathered here today, and it is not being too adventurous for me to say that we are under heavenly observation.  Think of God looking down.  He knows all about us individually, He sees our gathering, He knows our hearts.  If little more could be said than that we thought upon His name, how delightful to God to write it in the heavenly records.  I think much more was true of many in these closing days, even in the Old Testament times, but it is very remarkable that it says, “a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name”.

May we be encouraged in these difficult times to seek grace to continue in faithfulness to the Lord Jesus and to honour His name.  These things are not to be bypassed.  They are taken account of by God Himself, and appreciatively by the Lord observing those that love Him and seek to honour His name.  May we be encouraged to continue to honour the name of the Lord Jesus.  If there is one thing I would say to my brethren here, never ever think to give up the remembrance of the Lord Jesus.  Never think to give it up!  It is a personal request of the Lord Himself and is a personal appeal made in love to us.  It means so much to His own heart.  May we cling to the opportunity to answer in returning love to Him who is so worthy of our affections.  Do you not think every such gathering is recorded in heaven?  Books are not written in heaven because divine Persons might forget.  That is not why they are written.  They are written because, amongst other things, they are a special appreciation of what takes place amongst the saints down here that is so pleasing to God, and written in a book of remembrance.  

I know that the books in the coming day will be brought out in the time of judgment, not again because there has been any forgetfulness as to what has happened or taken place amongst any or all, but to bring out a perfect witness to the righteousness of God in judgment, through the Man whom He has appointed to execute the judgment.  What a solemn time it will be before the great white throne for unbelievers, with a perfect witness in the books brought out, incontrovertible evidence of all that justifies the just judgment by Christ Himself.

But now we are talking about the appraisal by divine Persons being recorded in a book.  Its being put down on record seems to me to indicate God’s special delight.  “A book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name.  And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure …”.  There is a treasure now, but think of the coming day when the fulness of the treasure will all be before God for His delight and in answer to the affections of the Lord Jesus eternally.  “And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure”, or as the footnote says, ‘my own possession’.  Oh, the treasure for the heart of the Lord Jesus “in the day that I prepare”.  It is linked with a reference to a man sparing and appreciating his son.  There is just a hint there as to the blessedness of what God has secured for Himself in sonship amongst the saints, sons like Christ taken into favour in the Beloved (Eph.1:6).  God so appreciates the Beloved that He has taken persons into dignity before Him and set them before Him in suitability to His own thoughts, and clearly in the enjoyment of His love as taken into favour in the Beloved. 

I trust I have said something that will help us to appreciate what remains down here, albeit in partial mystery, but so pleasing under the eye of God.  And again I would just say, let us be respectful of the saints of God down here.  They are worthy of it.  They are part of the accumulation of this great treasure that will be for God’s delight eternally.  Let us love one another and appreciate what is God’s investment in the saints down here.  May we be encouraged to walk faithfully to the Lord Jesus and have the joy and privilege, if we are left here, of remembering Him again and honouring His name on the coming Lord’s day.  

May it be so to His glory.

Address at Grimsby

9 June 2018

J. Laurie

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 4:6-12 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ. [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us: [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up; [9] persecuted, but not abandoned; cast down, but not destroyed; [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body; [11] for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh; [12] so that death works in us, but life in you.

Matthew 13:44-46 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field. [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Malachi 3:16-18 (JND) [16] Then they that feared Jehovah spoke often one to another; and Jehovah observed [it], and heard, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared Jehovah, and that thought upon his name. [17] And they shall be unto me a peculiar treasure, saith Jehovah of hosts, in the day that I prepare; and I will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. [18] And ye shall return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not.

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

1 John 2:17 (JND) [17] And the world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity.

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

1 Thessalonians 4:15 (JND) [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep;

Ephesians 5:25 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it,

Ephesians 1:6 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:



STABILITY


Psalm 2:1-12;  Luke 6:47,48;  Acts 11:19-26

I seek grace to say a word as to stability.  I felt confirmed in bringing Psalm 2 before the brethren in relation to the things that God has done, and the results that are to be found in us.  

I cannot remember a time in my life when things have been so confused in the world around us.  “Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation”, why is it that there is political confusion and economic uncertainty, that nations rise up against nations?  The psalmist is asking the question; “Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and why do the peoples meditate a vain thing?”.  It is because of the effect of sin, culminating in the rejection of Christ by the world, and all that lies upon the race of man, resulting in nations rising up against nations, the confusion in the world, instability in man’s systems.  All of us know the effect of these things.  Instability is all around us, but I would like to draw your attention to the One in whom we can find our stability.

There is a verse in Isaiah 33 that has been on my heart where the prophet says, “he shall be the stability of thy times” (v.6).  It appeals to me that we are to find our stability in that Man, the Lord Jesus.  We will not find it here in the systems of men, we will not find it in ourselves.  We will find our stability in Jesus, and I would encourage every one of us, young and old, to find your stability in Him.  Commit your heart to Him.  Do not wait for the preaching tomorrow, but commit your heart to Jesus now if you have not done so before, and you will find that your stability is in that Man.

Psalm 2 shows us the glory of the One in whom God gives us stability; “The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed”.  The enemy is set against Jehovah and His anointed.  Let there not be any question in our minds as to what Satan is attempting to do; he is set against God and he is set against our Lord Jesus Christ and His people.  Satan would seek to bring doubt into your heart as to the person of Jesus, doubt as to His deity, doubt as to the greatness of His manhood.  But “He that dwelleth in the heavens shall laugh” – what an encouragement that is – “the Lord shall have them in derision”.  God has the answer to everything in Jesus; He has it all in Him, and He is the One in whom we are to find our stability.  God cannot be affected by what Satan does.  That is a tremendous thing to get into your soul, that God cannot be affected by anything that men do, anything that the enemy does.  The enemy may be successful in drawing our hearts away from the enjoyment of what is of God, but he cannot be successful against God.  God is not mocked, He will have to say to all of these things, to everything that is against Him.  He will speak and act against it; indeed He already has.  We were reminded last week that the world lies in the hands of the wicked one, but it is already judged.  “Then will he speak to them in his anger, and in his fierce displeasure will he terrify them”.

But then, “I have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness”.  That is the Man to whom I want to draw your attention, God’s Holy One, the Man whom God has provided and in whom we are to find our stability.  And then you get these beautiful verses which speak prophetically of the Lord Jesus, “I will declare the decree: Jehovah hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; I this day have begotten thee”.  The only person who can make a decree is a sovereign.  Even the Prime Minister cannot make a decree, she has to go to Parliament, but the sovereign can.  God has made a decree.  This brings us to the immutable, unshakeable purpose of God.  He established the decree.  He established in His mind and in His heart and in the infinite majesty of His ways, that there would be One of whom He could say prophetically, referring to Jesus coming into manhood, “Thou art my Son”.  Jesus came here into such lowly circumstances; words fail as to the greatness of the One who came into such circumstances of obscurity.  He was laid in a manger, because there was no room in the inn.  We know these things well, but I wonder for myself how much the greatness and the glory of the incarnation really affects me.  God came into this whole scene in the person of Jesus so that there might be an answer for Himself, in One who came into such circumstances of lowliness to do the will of God.  Jesus walked in this scene, every step fulfilling that will perfectly and utterly.

“Thou art my Son; I this day have begotten thee”.  God finds in Christ that which delights Him.  And then you get this beautiful verse, “Ask of me, and I will give thee nations for an inheritance, and for thy possession the ends of the earth”.  We were reminded last week that the Lord could have asked for anything, but we were also reminded that the Lord refers to this in John 17, when He says to His Father, “I do not demand concerning the world, but concerning those whom thou hast given me …” (v.9).  Think of the Lord Jesus demanding concerning those whom the Father had given Him.  My simple impression is that that brings you and me into this area of utter stability where there is that which is unshakeable.

In Luke, the Lord raises a challenge.  He speaks of three things and I would challenge firstly myself and all of us about them.  “Every one that comes to me …”: dear hearer, are you prepared to come to Him?  To whom do we turn when we need something or when we need help?  Sadly, I would have to say that too often I look to myself.  But “Every one that comes to me …” – may we be helped and stimulated to come to Him, to turn to Him.  If Jesus is the One on account of whom God in the heavens can laugh, surely He is to be my stability, surely He is to be my everything.  

Then, “Every one that comes to me, and hears my words …”: there is an exercise, a challenge.  You cannot hear somebody’s words unless you come to them.  You need to come to the Lord, I need to come to the Lord, individually, personally.  We need to come to the Lord in our exercises, in our needs and in the challenges that we have.  And what does the Lord do?  He will speak, He has words for us.  There are His words that have been recorded in Scripture for us, there is ministry that has been and is being given, the current speaking of divine Persons.  “Every one that comes to me, and hears my words …”; may we hear His words, dear brethren, because they will help us.  They will help me to be more in the company of Jesus, more ready and more willing to hear His words.  It is a challenge that I feel for myself.  

Then there is a further challenge “Every one that comes to me, and hears my words and does them …”.  Do we do what the Lord has said to us, are we obedient to it?  The man in John 9 was obedient.  He did what he was asked to do and it was for his immense blessing.  If he had refused, if he had been disobedient to the words of the Lord, think about how he would have been left, with mud on his eyes – you might say even worse than he was before.  Dear brethren, let us hear the words of the Lord and let us do them.  Let us be obedient.  The kingdom is made up of obedient persons, subject persons who are prepared to listen to the words of Jesus and to recognise that He is our stability.  

Then the Lord gives a picture, “I will shew you to whom he is like.  He is like a man building a house”.  The Lord makes it individual here, “a man building a house”, but I would like to apply this to our households, because if He is to be our stability individually then surely He is to be our stability in our households.  You might not live in your own house, we all live in different circumstances, but we all have a responsibility to our households.  We have a responsibility in that environment.  What are we building in our households?  I feel the edge of that because it is very easy to be idle in the Lord’s things in our households.  What are we building?  If we depend upon the Lord, and if we are prepared in our household settings to come to Him and hear His words, and to do them, that household becomes like this house that we read of here.  It says that the man “dug and went deep”.  Dear brethren, these things may not be easy, they require commitment, they require exercise on our part.  I love the detail of Scripture; it does not just say that he dug, but that he “went deep”.  There were things that had to be dug through.  You dig down through the first layer, the leaf layer, then through the top soil, then through the subsoil, through all these layers, and what do you find?  You find the rock.  Paul refers to the foundation which is laid in 1 Corinthians, “which is Jesus Christ”, (chap.3:11); there is the foundation.  If we are prepared to dig, that is a good exercise, but then are we prepared to go deep, to go down and to find that Rock, and to find that He is our stability, our stability personally, and our stability in our households?.  

I would encourage every household to go deep.  We have new households in Witney and here in Strood and many other localities.  What a blessing they are, but let us be exercised in our households to dig and to go deep and to find the Rock that is Jesus Christ, and build on Him.  There is a great blessing to be proved in it.  It says, “but a great rain coming, the stream broke upon that house, and could not shake it, for it had been founded on the rock”. There is something very interesting about this verse; it says, “the stream broke upon that house”.  You cannot expect our households to be immune from the enemy’s attacks, but what we can ensure is that our households are built on the rock.  If they are built on the rock, they cannot be shaken.  If the Lord is our stability, if we turn to Him and we commit our households to Him, there will be something that cannot be shaken.

Acts 11 suggests that the matter of stability applies also to our localities.  Antioch was an interesting place, and it has been referred to as a model assembly.  It was one of the first local assemblies and there are some things I would like to draw out of this.  It says in verse 21, “And the Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord”.  Now, I have to think about my locality, because that is where my first responsibility lies, and I have to ask myself, Is that the condition that I find there?  Are there those there who believe, are there those who trust in the Lord Jesus, are there those who turn to Him?  It says that they believed and “turned to the Lord”.  In our localities, are we prepared to turn to the Lord, to turn to the Person who is to be the stability of our times.  Will I encourage and work with my local brethren so that that might be the case?  Or, far be the thought, am I looking to my own abilities in relation to matters in my locality?  Let us turn to the Lord.  Let us prove the sweetness of working together and turning collectively to the Lord, to enquire of Him.  

And then it says in verse 23 as to Barnabas “who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord”.  That is an exercise, as to whether we are prepared to abide with the Lord.  Are we prepared to be patient and to wait for His word?  To abide with Him suggests to me that we are peaceful and at rest in His company, but He is to have the pre-eminent place.  I think often of the disciples in those early days when they said to the Lord, “where abidest thou?”, and He in His grace said, “Come and see”, John 1:38,39.  Scripture does not tell us anything about the place to which they went; what it tells us is that “they abode with him that day”.  The important thing was that they were abiding with Him.  It did not matter where it was geographically, it did not matter where it was circumstantially; what mattered was that they abode with Him.

May we be helped and strengthened to abide with the Lord Jesus.  We have been through a period, and still are in a period, of deep exercise and sorrow among us.  There are brethren with whom we do not currently have links in fellowship and we feel that.  But may we not go away.  The Lord felt that; He said to His disciples at a time when it was hard, “Will ye also go away?”, John 6:67  May we be helped to abide with the Lord.  May He be our stability, our gathering point, may He be the One to whom we are drawn in our localities, so that we might be sustained in His presence and know what it is to abide with Him.  It is a place that is characterised by Him, and may we be helped to simply abide with Him.  

There is a result in verse 24; it says, “and a large crowd of people were added to the Lord”.  We may not feel that there is a large crowd being added numerically today, but that is not really what I want to draw out of this.  What I want to draw from this is that there was something substantial that was added to the Lord.  We think about that in relation to our localities.  Is our locality serviceable to the Lord?  I do not mean individuals in it, I mean the locality.  Is it a locality to which the Lord makes Himself known?  Do we prove His presence?  Are we conscious when we gather for the Supper – and we have that before us if the Lord leaves us here until tomorrow morning – do we gather expecting the Lord to be present?  Or do we gather as wondering if He will come?  May there be, in our hearts, conditions of being set together according to the truth, so that we can expect His presence, because He would love to come.  He would love to make Himself known, He would love to be there.  May there be hearts to which the Lord can make Himself known and manifest His glory, the glory of the Son of God, and may we be liberated in those circumstances.  May we be encouraged in this, that as to our localities there is something added to the Lord, something that He can use, something that He can take and make His own.

I want to turn back to Psalm 2 to draw attention to the final verse; “Blessed are all who have their trust in him”.  There is a blessing in this.  There is a line in a hymn:-

‘Simply trust Him, that is all’      Hymn 439

Dear brethren, that is my exercise, that we might simply be prepared to trust the Lord, trust Him for everything.  Trust Him for the circumstances of the way, trust Him for the circumstances in which we are, trust Him for the circumstances in our localities and the conditions that we may have there, trust Him for those administrative things that we have to deal with.  Are we prepared to do that and simply trust the Lord?  That hymn says, ‘that is all’.  May He be the stability of each of us; “he shall be the stability of thy times”.  There is a poem in which the writer says,

‘I have Christ, what want I more’2

May that be the experience of us all, for His name’s sake.

Address at Strood

5 May 2018

A.J. McKay

 


Scripture references

Psalms 2:1-12 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! [4] He that dwelleth in the heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in derision. [5] Then will he speak to them in his anger, and in his fierce displeasure will he terrify them: [6] And *I* have anointed my king upon Zion, the hill of my holiness. [7] I will declare the decree: Jehovah hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; *I* this day have begotten thee. [8] Ask of me, and I will give thee nations for an inheritance, and for thy possession the ends of the earth: [9] Thou shalt break them with a sceptre of iron, as a potter's vessel thou shalt dash them in pieces. [10] And now, O kings, be ye wise, be admonished, ye judges of the earth. [11] Serve Jehovah with fear, and rejoice with trembling. [12] Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish in the way, though his anger burn but a little. Blessed are all who have their trust in him.

Luke 6:47-48 (JND) [47] Every one that comes to me, and hears my words and does them, I will shew you to whom he is like. [48] He is like a man building a house, who dug and went deep, and laid a foundation on the rock; but a great rain coming, the stream broke upon that house, and could not shake it, for it had been founded on the rock.

Acts 11:19-26 (JND) [19] They then who had been scattered abroad through the tribulation that took place on the occasion of Stephen, passed through [the country] to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one but to Jews alone. [20] But there were certain of them, Cyprians and Cyrenians, who entering into Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, announcing the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus. [21] And [the] Lord's hand was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. [22] And the report concerning them reached the ears of the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go through as far as Antioch: [23] who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord; [24] for he was a good man and full of [the] Holy Spirit and of faith; and a large crowd [of people] were added to the Lord. [25] And he went away to Tarsus to seek out Saul. [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

Isaiah 33 (JND) [1] Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and that dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! When thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; when thou shalt make an end of dealing treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee. [2] Jehovah, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be their arm every morning, yea, our salvation in the time of trouble. [3] At the noise of the tumult the peoples fled; at the lifting up of thyself the nations were scattered. …

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Acts 11 (JND) [1] And the apostles and the brethren who were in Judaea heard that the nations also had received the word of God; [2] and when Peter went up to Jerusalem, they of the circumcision contended with him, [3] saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and hast eaten with them. …

John 1:38-39 (JND) [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou? [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

John 6:67 (JND) [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away?

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …



WORDS OF COMFORT


Isaiah 38:1-5,18,19;  Psalm 102:23-27;

Matthew 26:36-39,42

I want to say a few words which will be for comfort and solace at the present time – for those near to the one whom the Lord has taken home to Himself, and for the assurance of us all here, that what has transpired is under God’s hand.  If we did not have that assurance, how hopeless things would seem at this time.  But the Lord would assure us through His word that He knows all about this matter.  The sickness of this beloved sister, the sufferings that she has gone through, the breaking of the natural links and all that enters into this – the Lord knows.  He feels it too, feels this matter as no other could.  You will remember that when Jesus arrived at the tomb of Lazarus, and saw his sisters and others round the grave weeping, it says “Jesus wept”, John 11.35.  Oh, what feelings are in the heart of the blessed Lord Jesus.  He knows all about the tears that have been shed, he knows each one here and about the feelings of desolation and anguish that we have at this time.  He has the perfect ability to intercede and strengthen us in His own way.  What would we do if we did not have Christ?  He is in heaven, looking on and interceding for us, knowing full well the enormity of what transpires in our hearts and souls at a time like this.

I read about this king who was told that he was going to die.  God gave His word; the whole matter was in God’s hand.  He sent the prophet to this king Hezekiah and told him that he was going to die.  It is like our sister – she had known for some time that she probably would not live.  When she went to Australia some months ago, the doctor asked her about facing death, and she said, ‘I am not afraid to die’.  What comfort that is to our souls; she was fully prepared for what might lie ahead of her.

Of Hezekiah it was said that he turned his face to the wall and wept much.  How many tears have been shed for our beloved sister.  The Lord knows all about our tears; the psalmist asked Jehovah to put his tears into His bottle (Ps.56:8).  What a God we have.  It says too that in a day to come, God shall wipe away those tears.  The Lord Jesus came into manhood, God blessed forever, that He might take up our cause and die for us, so that the love of God in Christ might be known by us.  Jesus is the Same, He does not change, and He feels all this as He did when He was here on earth.  And now in this time in which we are found, He is able to come in and comfort us and assure us that the whole matter is under His control.

So Hezekiah received the word, and he prayed to Jehovah.  How many prayers have gone up!  Hezekiah was only a young man of twenty-five when he made a covenant with Jehovah.  He set the house of God in order.  He made a covenant with God publicly.  Oh, have you made a covenant with God?  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ – that is how you can make a covenant with God.  If you have not made a covenant with Him, let this be the day!  The Lord is available for everyone.  Our sister knew that – she made a covenant with God many years ago when she was a very young woman.  How fine that is.  Hezekiah was a young man when the word of God came to him that he was going to die. 

The marvellous thing is that God gave Hezekiah more time because of his tears.  God has not seen fit to give our sister more time.  Every one of our lives is in His hands.  He knows the day of my death; I do not know it, no one knows it but God.  Meantime, let us make a covenant with God as our sister did, and be here as Hezekiah was – he said that he had walked before Jehovah in truth and with a perfect heart (2 Kings 20:3), doing what was good in God’s sight.  The Lord has seen to it that our sister is fit for glory.  She was ready to go home.  That is a most mysterious matter.  The keys of death and of hades are in the Lord’s hands.  He has taken the power of death out of the hands of Satan by rising from among the dead.  The Lord Jesus has done that.  He will come for us – maybe today!  What a sight it would be if we were here in this graveyard when the Lord came.  All the graves of those who have believed on Him will be opened.  Just as He gathers up all our tears, He will gather up all those who believe on Him.  He knows each one who has died in faith.  The scripture says that of certain persons (Heb.11:13); how wonderful to die in faith, and also to live in faith.  Faith, hope and love (1Cor.13:13); three wonderful and important ingredients for believers.  Faith and hope are no longer needed by our sister; she goes into eternity with the love of God in her soul, with the knowledge of God that she has acquired.

Let us turn to the psalm.  It is a most affecting psalm, speaking prophetically about the Lord Jesus, the Spirit of God speaking through David about Christ long before He lived here.  Who could have written a script like Psalm 102?  It says, “take me not away in the midst of my days!”.  Hezekiah could have said that, many others have said that, but prophetically these are the words of Jesus.  Then “Thy years are from generation to generation”.  We each live in our generation; God has placed us in it just as He placed our sister in it.  That is all in His ways and in His wisdom.  We do not live in the days of the Lord Jesus or the apostle Paul, we live in this day.  Who arranged that?  God did.  You might say that our lives are threads that God put in, and which you and I weave in faith, hope and love.  Faith in God, hope in Christ, and love for God, for Christ, for the truth and for one another.  That is what we weave into the fabric of our lives. 

It refers prophetically to Christ, the perfect Man, cut off at thirty-three years of age.  His life was taken from the earth.  He always did what was right, and every step which He took was perfect in the sight of God.  Yet He was taken in the midst of His days.  How our sister must have felt that too, taken away in the midst of her days.  How we feel that too.  I understand that the word “midst” can mean ‘meridian’ – the very noontime, the brightest part of her life, and she has been taken away.  She knew something of suffering that none of us knows, but Christ did.  She has faced that, experienced that, and such experience builds the fabric in our souls that goes on to eternity.  The answer to the Lord Jesus being taken away in the midst of His days is in this verse; “but thou continuest”.  The Lord Jesus continues on to eternity.  Will you be there with Him?  Our sister will be there because of her link with Jesus.  She loved Him, she adored Him.  She believed on Him as her personal Saviour.  Let us all be believers, and we will continue with Him in eternity as our sister will.

I read from Matthew about the feelings of Jesus in Gethsemane, as He faced this matter of being cut off, taken away in the midst of His days.  He went there with His disciples.  He knew what it was to be sorrowful.  The Lord was going to suffer and die, not on His own account but for you and me, that we might have an eternal redemption.  The matter was real to Him.  He did not try to escape it; He stayed there although He knew that the band of His enemies would soon take Him.  He said, “My soul is very sorrowful” then prayed, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”.  How much we have all had to learn that in the suffering that our sister went through – ‘if it be possible’.  It was God’s will that Jesus should suffer and die, should sustain the judgment on behalf of all who put their faith in Him.  So it was not possible.  Our sister and her family have experienced a little of what the Lord went through – “but then, not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.  We have all had to submit to God’s will.  The Lord said, “if this cannot pass from me unless I drink it, thy will be done”.  I trust that everyone here knows that the Lord Jesus drank that cup for you so that you might share the “portion of the saints in light”, Col.1:12.  That is what our sister will have eternally.  What we have in this life is for a few years, but what we have in Christ is eternal.

May we be comforted and encouraged at this time, solemn as it is.  The Lord would assure us that He is over this whole matter.  He would have us to understand His feelings, something of what He has been through for us, that we may be here for His glory, even as our sister has gone through so much.  May it be so for God’s glory eternally.

Word at a burial meeting, Los Angeles

31 December 1993

H.W. Jensen
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Scripture references

Isaiah 38:1-19 (JND) [1] In those days Hezekiah was sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said to him, Thus saith Jehovah: Set thy house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. [2] And Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, and prayed to Jehovah, [3] and said, Ah, Jehovah, remember, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept much. [4] And the word of Jehovah came to Isaiah, saying, [5] Go and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith Jehovah, the God of David thy father: I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add to thy days fifteen years. [6] And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will defend this city. [7] And this [shall be] the sign to thee from Jehovah, that Jehovah will do this thing that he hath spoken: [8] behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees which hath gone down with the sun on the dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned on the dial ten degrees, by which it had gone down. [9] The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick and had recovered from his sickness: [10] I said, In the meridian of my days I shall go to the gates of Sheol: I am deprived of the rest of my years. [11] I said, I shall not see Jah, Jah in the land of the living. With those who dwell where all has ceased to be, I shall behold man no more. [12] Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent. I have cut off like a weaver my life. He separateth me from the thrum: from day to night thou wilt make an end of me. …

Psalms 102:23-27 (JND) [23] He weakened my strength in the way, he shortened my days. [24] I said, My God, take me not away in the midst of my days! Thy years are from generation to generation. [25] Of old hast thou founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of thy hands: [26] *They* shall perish, but *thou* continuest; and all of them shall grow old as a garment: as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed. [27] But thou art the Same, and thy years shall have no end.

Matthew 26:36-42 (JND) [36] Then Jesus comes with them to a place called Gethsemane, and says to the disciples, Sit here until I go away and pray yonder. [37] And taking with [him] Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and deeply depressed. [38] Then he says to them, My soul is very sorrowful even unto death; remain here and watch with me. [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt]. [40] And he comes to the disciples and finds them sleeping, and says to Peter, Thus ye have not been able to watch one hour with me? [41] Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed [is] ready, but the flesh weak. [42] Again going away a second time he prayed saying, My Father, if this cannot pass [from me] unless I drink it, thy will be done.

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

2 Kings 20:3 (JND) [3] Ah! Jehovah, remember, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done what is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept much.

Hebrews 11:13 (JND) [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth.

Psalms 102 (JND) [1] {A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint before Jehovah.} Jehovah, hear my prayer, and let my cry come unto thee. [2] Hide not thy face from me: in the day of my trouble, incline thine ear unto me; in the day I call, answer me speedily. [3] For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as a firebrand. …

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Colossians 1:12 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light,
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