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THE PROTECTION OF THE THINGS OF GOD

G. C. McKay 

Matthew 13: 10–15, 34–36; Exodus 26: 1–4; Acts 15: 22–29 

We spoke in the reading of what we might call the private area of the Spirit, where the most precious things can be spoken of, and there can be the communion of the Holy Spirit in connection with the most blessed privileges that are ours. That is there is a place where we can resort to, where heavenly things can be enjoyed in an atmosphere that is beyond this scene. What I wanted to speak of now is this, that if God has the most precious things He also provides for the protection of these precious things. These things are not to be laid open to all. We are told not to cast our pearls before swine lest they trample on them and then turning rend us (Matthew 7: 6), so that precious things are to be cared for, and God knows how to do that. Not only does God have all the power that is necessary but He knows how to do things. 

It says in 2 Peter that the Lord “knows how to deliver the godly out of trial”, 2 Peter 2: 9. 

That is just an example. The Lord knows how to protect these precious things. 

So I begin with this remarkable speaking of the Lord Jesus in parables, because it is an example of God knowing how to protect these things. The crowds were taught by the Lord Jesus. The truth was set before them, but it was set before them in such a way that it was protected, and only some could understand. It is not that the Lord had not spoken plainly, nor declared fully and clearly what the truth was, but the time came when He spoke in parables and did not speak to the crowds without a parable. And so the disciples wondered about this. 

He was speaking in parables to protect the truth from persons that did not really care about it, persons who were not really interested and were 

not prepared to receive it. It is very remarkable that the truth was set forth, but set forth in such a way that it was protected from the hostile and careless mind of man. Think of the Lord being able to do that to protect His precious things, and yet give persons an opportunity, because as Jesus spoke these parables there was an opportunity for persons to become interested in the truth and to look into it and to enquire as to what these wonderful things are. 

The disciples were puzzled, “Why speakest thou to them in parables?”, and Jesus answering said, “Because to you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens”, that is the hidden things, the secret things. They are not secret to believers, who are initiated into them, but still they are “the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens, but to them it is not given”. 

The young people might say, That is rather unfair. The Lord Jesus goes on and He presents the truth, “for whoever has, to him shall be given, and he shall be caused to be in abundance”, so he that has gets more, indeed he gets abundance, “but he who has not, even what he has shall be taken away from him”. You might say, That is rather unfair. But “he that has not”, why does he not have? He is culpable. If someone does not have something, why does he not have it? Has God not made it available? So if someone does not have something it is because they did not want it, they were not prepared to receive the truth. It is a very serious and sober matter to be under the sound of the word of God, whether it be the glad tidings or on an occasion like this; because the word of God coming brings its own responsibility and its own challenge. Not only does it set out things objectively, but it enters into the conscience and heart. It is addressed to man in such a way as to bring about a result, and a deep result. If persons resist or they are indifferent or they will not listen, then God says, If they shut their eyes as if asleep, if they shut their ears, if they will not listen, I will put things in parables and these things will be hidden from 

them. It is a judicial matter, a governmental matter that God would hide these things. 

We do not want to be among those who are outside of these things. I would speak to everybody here, young and old. Do not be outside of these things, do not be among those who have not. Men use that expression, or used to, the ‘have nots’, the poor nations in the world that are deprived of things. You do not want to spiritually be among those who are not interested enough in the truth to go in for it and become spiritually wealthy. You want to become among those who have something. Once you get to that stage that you have something of the truth, you will get more. You will come to the reading, and because you know a little of the truth, and it has found a place in your heart, what is said will mean more to you, and you will begin to add to that stock of spiritual wealth. If you have not made a start, how can you? But if you have made a start, you have some impression of Christ, some impression of the truth, then God will add something. You come to the meeting and you listen and God will add something. It may be a little at a time, but He will add, and if you go on in exercise you will be in abundance, and what you will be given to partake of are the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens, the most precious things. Now these crowds were left because they were not interested, but they were given the opportunity. The parables raised a challenge with them. Were they interested enough to find out? Where we read later on in Matthew 13, again it says, “Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables”. The prophet that is quoted makes things very attractive, “I will utter things hidden from the world’s foundation”, as if to attract your heart. Would you like to know things that God hid from the world’s foundation? They are open to you, are you interested? 

Then, “having dismissed the crowds, he went into the house; and his disciples came to him”. 

They had not really understood very well either, but they came to 

Him in the house and asked Him, saying, “Expound to us the parable of the darnel of the field”. Do you want to come into the house? That is what these disciples did. Jesus had said much outside, but now He is going to speak in the house. If you want to hear Jesus speaking in the house, you have to come into the house, you have to come to Him where He is, and He will explain things to you. Would you like things explained to you? Would you like to understand the truth better? You do not need to remain in ignorance about it. It will be explained to you, but you have to come to Jesus for that, you have to be interested enough. I suppose some of these crowds would see Jesus going into the house and they would just go off and say, Well, I do not know what that was all about. Those who were disciples, who were devoted, they would say, I want to go into the house, I want to follow Jesus and I want to get an opportunity to ask Him about these things. 

Not only did He expound to them the parable that they asked about, but He went on there in the house to tell them things that He had not said elsewhere, precious things. In verse 44 we have “a treasure hid in the field”. In verse 45 He begins to speak to them about pearls and about one pearl. He begins to bring out the most precious things. It is what divine Persons think about the saints, what they are in the eye of heaven. These things are disclosed but they are protected. The Lord could not speak about these things and explain them to the crowd or to persons that were unsympathetic and hostile; persons who had listened to Jesus and had rejected His word and were not prepared to go along with Him. He explained them to persons who were devoted, to disciples who followed Him into the house. Now you want to do that. 

Do not miss the meetings, follow Jesus into the house. That is where the secret things are being explained, the most precious things. That is where the mysteries of the kingdom of the heaven are to be known, that is where you will find an unfolding of things, in these intimate or private communications, because 

these verses Matthew 13: 44–46 include some of the most precious things that are in Scripture. They contain an allusion to the preciousness of the saints to the heart of Christ, and the preciousness of the assembly. You do not want to miss these things. 

In verse 51 Jesus says, “Have ye understood all these things?” So you get a kind of examination at the end, a question asked. What do you do before the reading? I just speak quite practically. You young people, you want to learn the truth. What do you do before the reading? Are you interested enough to know the chapter that is going to be read? Do you read it before you go out? As you read it maybe you will get something, and then as it is gone over in the temple you will get much more. And then, what do you do afterwards? Jesus might say to you afterwards, “Have ye understood all these things?” So there is a time before the meeting, there are disclosures during the meeting, and there is exercise after the meeting. It is very fine when you hear young people saying after the meeting, What does that mean? “They say to him, Yea, Lord. And he said to them, For this reason every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens”. A scribe is not a casual or a careless person, he wants to know the thing and put it down in writing. He wants to know the truth, not just in a vague way, but to really understand what the truth is. He is “discipled to the kingdom of the heavens”, which means he is not just a freelance, an insubject person, but a disciple. He “is like a man that is a householder”. He is not just an individual, he has a household, and he “brings out of his treasure things new and old”. It is very fine to go into a person’s house and he can bring out things new and old. There are various applications to that, but if you bring out something new, it is something you have just received that morning or just recently. Then the things that are old are not to be despised. That impression you received years ago, it matures in the soul and the value of it comes home to you. These are valuable things, but you have to go and 

get them, you have to be in the area where they are disclosed, because God protects His secret and holy things from persons who do not want them and would not value them. He protects them and yet He opens the door to exercise. 

Now you can understand, if God in that way protects the truth from the mind of man, from the hostility of man, that protection is a very great feature in the divine system. So I thought to speak about these curtains and coverings in Exodus 26 on that line. In speaking about the tabernacle and the tent and the coverings, we also have in mind what these enclosed, because in the tabernacle there were God’s precious things. There was the ark of the covenant covered over in every part with gold, and the mercy-seat, and the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy-seat. There was a golden altar too, and the lampstand, speaking of divine light and the beauties of the Person of Christ. There was a table with loaves on it, speaking of the saints set in order before God. There were precious things in that tent and God would not have them exposed. Dear brethren, do we realise that we have to do with the most precious things in the universe? We must be protectors. Do not have any wrong thoughts as to the Person of Christ, His manhood and His deity. These two matters are so important; if you impugn the manhood of Christ in any way, or His deity, you take away Christianity, you destroy the truth. How precious it is to think of the Lord Jesus treasured in the hearts of the saints, and His glory and His perfection valued, so that there is a reverence as we think of Him. Think of the saints as maintaining the testimony, and think of all the precious things that God has down here at the present time. That is what the tabernacle speaks of, what God has that is precious in testimony down here at the present time for His own satisfaction, for His own dwelling, for a place where His people can meet with Him, where He can speak to them as He spoke to Moses from off the mercy-seat. 

These precious things were covered over. If we speak about the tabernacle, strictly speaking, it was the inner tent, the inner curtains. They were beautiful, these ten curtains that we read of in Exodus 26: 1, “twined byssus, and blue, and purple, and scarlet—with cherubim of artistic work”. These speak of the inner side, what you would see if you were inside the tent. They speak of features of the manhood of Christ expressed in the saints surrounding these precious things of God. The twined byssus would speak no doubt of righteousness, the kind of lives the saints lead. Blue, of course, would be a heavenly colour. Colour is a very telling thing in creation, and it is a telling thing spiritually too, what kind of colour you show. Have you any blue about you? Is there anything heavenly at all, anything that could not have come from this earth, that you could not get from the schools nor the teaching nor the business or anything of this earth? And then there is the purple and the scarlet. Purple I believe speaks about royalty and scarlet speaks about something that is distinctive in manhood according to the manhood of Christ. 

And then there are these cherubim of artistic work, as if to say that in that precious holy area there is a discerning judgment as to everything that is for God, everything that is suitable for His presence. Cherubim are protective, they seem to assert the rights of God. You find them at the beginning when Adam sinned. The cherubim with the flame of the flashing sword guarded the way to the tree of life. Adam could not approach the tree of life, God protected that. It was not that He did not have it in His heart for man, but sinful man was not going to stride in there and lay hold of the tree of life. No, there was to be a way made but it was to be made by Christ and made through redemption. So we find the cherubim were there in the tabernacle system. They were not exactly keeping persons out, the cherubim were overshadowing the mercy-seat. God operated so that the cherubim could look on that mercy-seat and blood was sprinkled there. There was a type of the 

means of redemption, and of approach to God. Artistic work of cherubim was there everywhere as you looked round the inside of the tabernacle. These curtains speak of what is seen in the saints, and the heavenly side of things that we enjoy. They speak about the beautiful atmosphere of the meetings where you can look with complacency on the saints, where you can value what they say. You can sense their love for the truth, their faithfulness, and every fine feature. You can see the cherubim there too for you can see they have a clear judgment of what is right and what is wrong, of what is satisfying to God and what is objectionable to Him. 

All this suggests a beautiful inner scene with these precious things and these beautiful curtains round about, and that, according to this scripture, is the tabernacle. But then if there are such precious features they have to be protected. And so we find in verse 7 there are 

“curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the tabernacle”. So there is the tabernacle of curtains of fine byssus and there is a tent over it of goats’ hair. There are now eleven curtains, not the ten that you get for the inner curtains, and they are longer curtains too. The sixth curtain was doubled in the front of the tent, so you get double protection at the entrance of the tent, and I think you will find there is a half curtain overlap at the back. The two ends of the curtains of goats’ hair were long so that they were fully on the ground, fully covering the tabernacle at each side. Now that means God would protect matters. These features are to be seen in you and me. No doubt the curtains speak about principles, but principles as maintained by the saints, not simply abstract, but maintained in practice by the saints. What men of God have taught us is that the goats’ hair refers to the principle of separation enforced in the lives of the saints. That is derived from the fact that sheep tend to flock together and goats do not, but tend to go off on their own, and so they speak in scripture of the principle of separation. How important that is! How it can be abused we know in history, but then the principle itself is right, an essential, holy principle that would preserve what is precious within. 

There are other features too that we ought to take account of. You find these loops and clasps that held the curtains together. The inner ones were blue loops with clasps of gold, speaking of the precious links we have in the truth; what is formed in the saints in the divine nature means that as we come together there is a bond one with the other. The loops would be opposite one another too. You meet a brother from another country or someone you have not met before, and it is very fine to find the loops are opposite one another. What your feelings are and what your appreciation of the truth is just meet his, and so you find yourself at one in connection with the holy things of God. These loops of blue and fifty clasps of gold were that the tabernacle may be one whole. The tent of goats’ hair has fifty loops as well, but there are fifty clasps of copper used there, speaking about judgment of evil, and that is another very fine thing. You meet a brother and you find that your judgment of evil is the same as his, you have unity in your judgment of what is right and what is wrong. Perhaps it might involve self-judgment too because the copper speaks of God’s judgment. It reminds us of the brazen altar, the place where God’s judgment is seen, upheld in the death of Christ, God’s judgment against evil. We have to be in keeping with the altar, we have to be in keeping with the death of Christ, and we have to be bonded together in the same judgment of evil. We have the golden clasps within but we need the copper clasps without. Dear brethren, we need these things. The tabernacle is to be one whole. If there is going to be the preservation of the precious things of God in the testimony, the tabernacle has to be one whole. There cannot be a gap in the curtains, there cannot be a missing loop or a missing clasp. We must hold to the truth in that way. We need the goats’ hair, we need these principles. 

Thus on top of the tabernacle of the byssus curtains, we have the tent of goats’ hair but God says, That is not enough. The entrance was doubly protected as if that is a place where evil might find entrance. You find a double there, and at the back too, because the devil attacks both frontally and also subtlety, so there is a covering up there too. You have to be alert to how the devil might attack. Whether it is the front or back you will find a double there, an overlap, divine principles adhered to. But God says, That is not enough. On top of all that there were two coverings. They are described, not as the tabernacle or the tent, but just coverings, and these were made of animal skins; “thou shalt make a covering for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red”. These things are to be seen in the saints. They were seen in Christ. He was superior to evil, He repelled evil, and He was able also to conquer what was evil. We see in Christ’s manhood how He stood against everything that was evil. There could be no access to Christ’s mind or heart for evil, in Him sin was not. The ruler of the world came and in Him he had nothing (John 14: 30). He was impregnable to that. Now something of the features of the manhood of Christ are to be seen in the saints. We have to have all these coverings. You say, Do you need so many? These eleven goats’ hair overlapping curtains, are these not enough? No, you need the rams’ skins dyed red. You might say, Well is that not enough? No, you need the badgers’ skins on top of that. God says I am going to protect My precious things absolutely, and we have to protect things, dear brethren. 

It is a question of the testimony, the tabernacle in the wilderness. And so we have to examine ourselves as to whether this feature of rams’ skins dyed red is with us. Now I understand the ram speaks of the manhood of Jesus and His devoted love for the will of God, His devotion, the energy of it and the fulness of it. The skins are dyed red, meaning that the persons have taken on a different colour. Have you changed colour? Are you still much the same person as you were before you were converted or is there a change with you? The change that is suggested here is that you become distinctive because you become like Christ, you become devoted and consecrated in your affections. It is not simply holding coldly to principles, but you do it out of an immense and intense love for Christ. It is dyed red, not just a colour that is going to slip or fade, it is dyed; you are going to stay that way, you have been converted. We read about that in Matthew 13. I did not comment on it, but it says, “lest they should see with the eyes, and hear with the ears, and understand with the heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them”. So we could ask you, Are you converted? Has this change come about in your life that there is something evident about you, that you have such intense love for Christ that you will not give up any of the truth, you will protect everything that is precious to His heart down here? 

And then “badgers’ skins over that”. I understand that badgers’ skins are very repellent of any soil or anything defiling. Some have stated that badgers are marked by vigilance too. It seems to be that the badgers’ skins are impervious, they will not yield, they will not give way, they will not allow evil through. That is the principle of it. Sometimes we are very vehement in refusing something, and then later on we just let it in, we just give in. I think it is the principle of the badgers’ skins that you do not change your mind and just let it past; you hold to your convictions because they are right. When Saul had sinned and Samuel had to tell him that God had rejected him because he had been disobedient to the word of Jehovah. Saul appealed to Samuel, “turn again with me, that I may worship Jehovah”. Samuel said, “I will not”, 1 Samuel 15: 25, 26. The prophet had received his instructions from Jehovah and he could not condone or soften what Saul had done. He had said, “rebellion is as the sin of divination. And self-will is as iniquity and idolatry” (verse 23), and Samuel 

saw the skirt of his mantle rent and said, “Jehovah has rent the kingdom of Israel from thee today, and given it to thy neighbour, who is better than thou ...” (verse 28). And Saul says, “I have sinned; honour me now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people” (verse 30). Hardly repentant words, “I have sinned; honour me now”. Then he says, “turn again with me, that I may worship Jehovah thy God. So Samuel turned again after Saul; and Saul worshipped Jehovah” (verse 31). He gave in. You see you can be very strong and right in the truth and then the day can come when you are persuaded just to give in, to let it pass, to give up your convictions. The badgers’ skins mean you adhere to the truth come what may. It does not matter if it is a question of persons, or circumstances, or anything like that. It is an uncompromising feature. These are features that have to be worked out in us. You lay hold of the principles abstractly, you see them exemplified in scripture, you see them in the manhood of Jesus, but then they have to be worked out in our lives so that divine things are not lost or damaged. 

Now I read in Acts 15 to give one example of persons who have taken on something of the protective character that we have been speaking about. In Acts 15 there was a great crisis, a great attack on the assembly, on the truth, because a Jewish element among the believers was insisting on circumcision and the keeping of the law. If that was enforced as a necessity for persons to be saved then the great truths that were coming out in Christianity would be undermined and nullified. The truth of sonship would be undermined because there would be a reversion to the law. We do not want to go into it in detail, but it is very remarkable the care that is exerted at this time by the apostles and by the others to avoid evil destroying the precious things of God. So we find the divine word coming in, persons speaking with authority in this church council in Acts 15, but what I wanted to call attention to specially was the persons alluded to in verse 26. They send word back to 

Antioch by the two men, together with Paul and Barnabas who had gone up from Antioch to see about the matter. In Acts 15: 25, “it seemed good to us, having arrived at a common judgment”, that is just what we have been speaking about, “a common judgment”, the same judgment of evil and good, “to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. I think that is like the rams’ skins dyed red, they had given up their lives for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In other words it was a sacrificial matter with them. Do you know there is a sacrificial aspect to this matter of protection and faithfulness to the fellowship? Are you prepared for sacrifice? Are you among God’s godly ones who make covenant with Him by sacrifice? Are you prepared for that? The truth of Christianity involves sacrifice. It is founded on the sacrifice of Christ, but for us to come into it, to take our place in God’s testimony, means that we must be prepared for sacrifice. These men had given up their lives. It does not say ‘laid down’ here, it says “given up”, they had given up their lives. Paul says of Aquila and Priscilla, “who for my life staked their own neck”, Romans 16: 4. That was in view of the protection of Paul. It means they were literally prepared for death rather than the vessel of the testimony at the time should fall into hostile hands. It was sacrificial. 

If you looked at the tabernacle outwardly you would see these badgers’ skins, skins of animals that had died. It is a testimony to death. Do you know that there is a side of the fellowship which involves sacrifice? There is the fellowship of the Spirit, which involves all these precious inner things which we enjoy together in the power of the Spirit, these wonderful things that we enjoy in an area that is secluded from the world; and there is the fellowship of God’s Son which speaks of the great dignity of the fellowship that is given character to by none other than the Son of God Himself; but then there is the fellowship of the death of Christ too. The communion of the blood of the Christ is the fellowship of His death, and that is protective, I believe, and that was the testimony you could see from the outside of the tabernacle. If you looked at it you would think of death, because these rams’ skins and these badgers’ skins involved the death of the animals. If these features are to be seen in us we have to accept the sacrificial side of things, we have to accept too the full bearing of the death of Christ so that divine things may be protected. May we be more like this, dear brethren. We can speak about it and we can see it in scripture, but thank God we can see something of it in the saints. May we be all encouraged to devote ourselves that it might be seen in each one of us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Peterhead
20 March 1999 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 13:10-36 (JND) [10] And the disciples came up and said to him, Why speakest thou to them in parables? [11] And he answering said to them, Because to you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens, but to them it is not given; [12] for whoever has, to him shall be given, and he shall be caused to be in abundance; but he who has not, even what he has shall be taken away from him. [13] For this cause I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear nor understand; [14] and in them is filled up the prophecy of Esaias, which says, Hearing ye shall hear and shall not understand, and beholding ye shall behold and not see; [15] for the heart of this people has grown fat, and they have heard heavily with their ears, and they have closed their eyes as asleep, lest they should see with the eyes, and hear with the ears, and understand with the heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. [16] But blessed are *your* eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear; [17] for verily I say unto you, that many prophets and righteous [men] have desired to see the things which ye behold and did not see [them], and to hear the things which ye hear and did not hear [them]. [18] *Ye*, therefore, hear the parable of the sower. [19] From every one who hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand [it], the wicked one comes and catches away what was sown in his heart: this is he that is sown by the wayside. [20] But he that is sown on the rocky places this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, [21] but has no root in himself, but is for a time only; and when tribulation or persecution happens on account of the word, he is immediately offended. …

Exodus 26:1-4 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make the tabernacle [with] ten curtains of twined byssus, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubim of artistic work shalt thou make them. [2] The length of one curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits one measure for all the curtains. [3] Five of the curtains shall be coupled one to another, and [the other] five curtains coupled one to another. [4] And thou shalt make loops of blue on the edge of the one curtain at the end of the coupling; and likewise shalt thou make [them] in the edge of the outermost curtain in the other coupling.

Acts 15:22-29 (JND) [22] Then it seemed good to the apostles and to the elders, with the whole assembly, to send chosen men from among them with Paul and Barnabas to Antioch, Judas called Barsabas and Silas, leading men among the brethren, [23] having by their hand written [thus]: The apostles, and the elders, and the brethren, to the brethren who are from among [the] nations at Antioch, and [in] Syria and Cilicia, greeting: [24] Inasmuch as we have heard that some who went out from amongst us have troubled you by words, upsetting your souls, [saying that ye must be circumcised and keep the law]; to whom we gave no commandment; [25] it seemed good to us, having arrived at a common judgment, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, [26] men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. [27] We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves also will tell you by word [of mouth] the same things. [28] For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things: [29] to abstain from things sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what is strangled, and from fornication; keeping yourselves from which ye will do well. Farewell.

Matthew 7:6 (JND) [6] Give not that which is holy to the dogs, nor cast your pearls before the swine, lest they trample them with their feet, and turning round rend you.

2 Peter 2:9 (JND) [9] [the] Lord knows [how] to deliver the godly out of trial, and to keep [the] unjust to [the] day of judgment [to be] punished;

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Matthew 13:44-46 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field. [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Exodus 26 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make the tabernacle [with] ten curtains of twined byssus, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubim of artistic work shalt thou make them. [2] The length of one curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits one measure for all the curtains. [3] Five of the curtains shall be coupled one to another, and [the other] five curtains coupled one to another. …

Exodus 26:1 (JND) [1] And thou shalt make the tabernacle [with] ten curtains of twined byssus, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubim of artistic work shalt thou make them.

John 14:30 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing;

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

1 Samuel 15:25-26 (JND) [25] And now, I pray thee, forgive my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship Jehovah. [26] And Samuel said to Saul, I will not turn again with thee; for thou hast rejected the word of Jehovah, and Jehovah has rejected thee from being king over Israel.

Acts 15 (JND) [1] And certain persons, having come down from Judaea, taught the brethren, If ye shall not have been circumcised according to the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved. [2] A commotion therefore having taken place, and no small discussion on the part of Paul and Barnabas against them, they arranged that Paul and Barnabas, and certain others from amongst them, should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. [3] They therefore, having been set on their way by the assembly, passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, relating the conversion of [those of] the nations. And they caused great joy to all the brethren. …

Acts 15 (JND) [1] And certain persons, having come down from Judaea, taught the brethren, If ye shall not have been circumcised according to the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved. [2] A commotion therefore having taken place, and no small discussion on the part of Paul and Barnabas against them, they arranged that Paul and Barnabas, and certain others from amongst them, should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. [3] They therefore, having been set on their way by the assembly, passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, relating the conversion of [those of] the nations. And they caused great joy to all the brethren. …

Acts 15 (JND) [1] And certain persons, having come down from Judaea, taught the brethren, If ye shall not have been circumcised according to the custom of Moses, ye cannot be saved. [2] A commotion therefore having taken place, and no small discussion on the part of Paul and Barnabas against them, they arranged that Paul and Barnabas, and certain others from amongst them, should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders about this question. [3] They therefore, having been set on their way by the assembly, passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, relating the conversion of [those of] the nations. And they caused great joy to all the brethren. …

Acts 15:25 (JND) [25] it seemed good to us, having arrived at a common judgment, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

Romans 16:4 (JND) [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,)



LIGHT, LOVE AND JOY IN THE GLAD TIDINGS

M. Cowan 

John 1: 4, 5, 9–13; 1 John 4: 8–19; Isaiah 61: 3 

These scriptures bring before us three things on which I would like to base what I have to say. The glad tidings are so comprehensive that sometimes you feel a difficulty in selecting what you might speak about as a subject. Of course, Christ is the subject in any case, and above all, we would desire that Christ might become more to every soul who hears the glad tidings. I want to speak about these three aspects of the glad tidings; one is light in our first scripture, love in the second one, and joy in the third. I think these are three things that would be embodied in the glad tidings. Certainly without light there is little hope of blessing for any one of us. It is a wonderful thing to be conscious of enlightenment, and through the glad tidings God is pleased to bring light into the soul, into your soul and mine, dear friend. How 

wonderful that is! God in His grace and in His mercy, in the propitious time that we are in, is not desiring that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance and the knowledge of the truth. That is the God with whom we have to do; not a God who is acting in judgment or condemnation, but who in the glad tidings is commending His love to us. Another scripture says, “God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us”, Romans 5: 8. What a God we have to do with, but, if we are to come into the blessing we need to have light entering our souls. 

That is why I read the first scripture because that light centred in one Person, it centred in Christ. Scripture tells us that God is light; He is light and He is also love, two essential parts of God’s being, if I may speak reverently. He is these two things, and in the glad tidings we can speak about Him that way, as He has come into expression in a Man. God dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen nor can see. You think about that, how the Almighty God is dwelling in that state, in His own essential sphere far beyond the ken of man in that uncreated light. How wonderful it is that God has come out in light, shining in the revelation of Himself, in the Person of a Man, the Person of Christ. The Man Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. How marvellous that is; how near God has come! What a way He has taken! Indeed no other way could be effective but the way that God has moved, in coming into expression in Jesus as a Man here, God has been manifested in flesh, the wonder of the universe. God has come so near to every one of us in the Person of Jesus in this flesh and blood condition, as coming into the race. One can only marvel increasingly at the down-stooping character of the love that has marked divine Persons. It says, “Christ Jesus; who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form”, Philippians 2: 6, 7. Think about that, dear friend, let it affect your heart that 

God has come so near in the Person of Jesus. He came down from divine glory; that glory that we can know nothing of really, the glory He had along with the Father before the world was; glory known between divine Persons; but He came into these conditions in which we are. Think of what it meant for Jesus to come into these conditions as a Man without sin, and yet a real Man. Does it affect your heart that God has come so near in the Person of Christ? 

So it says, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men”. The two thoughts are connected very closely, light and life. “And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not”. What a thing it is to be in darkness. There are many persons in darkness today. Sadly, many persons go on heedless of God, not thinking it good to have God in their thoughts, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. That is the present time we are in; no one can deny it that God is shut out of the thoughts of many. So darkness exists, but then darkness exists in every soul because we have come into a condition in which sin reigns, which none of us can escape from, that is that we have all sinned and come short of the glory of God. 

Now unless you feel the darkness in your own soul you will never feel the need of being enlightened, and what has brought in darkness is sin; sin entered into the race, and brought in darkness. It was not God’s mind; God’s mind was light, that man should be an enlightened being in relation to Himself, serving Him in conditions of enlightenment. But what came in through Satan, the devil, the enemy of your soul and mine, dear friend, was darkness, and it came in through sin. What an awful thing that is! Unless you feel that you are a sinner, that you are in darkness, you will not feel the need of enlightenment. So there must be conviction in your soul and mine that we need a Saviour. I trust we all realise that we need a Saviour, that we are sinners lost in our sins if we have not yet trusted in Christ and His finished work, and come to know Him as our own personal Saviour. 

I trust that every one of us is convicted as to sin and sins, not only in the general sense but that I myself as in my sins need the Saviour. Light from God enlightens us as to our present condition and state before God. What you realise is that you are totally unsuited for the presence of God if you are in your sins. God can never tolerate sin in His presence; He is a holy, righteous God, who dwells in unapproachable light. God could never tolerate sin in His presence, or a person in their sins in His presence. That matter must be met. So it says, “The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man”. How wonderful it is when it dawns on your soul that there is an answer to that darkness, there is an answer to sin and sins because of the One who has come into the world. Jesus, who is light to every man. It is a fine matter to have to do with Jesus about your sins. The opportunity is given tonight to have that matter settled once and for all, to have it settled now for time and for eternity. Your soul’s eternal destiny can be settled now, without a moment’s hesitation, through faith in Christ and in His finished work. He is the One who can enlighten your soul. 

Well, it says, “He was in the world, and the world had its being through him, and the world knew him not”. It is much the same today, in a general sense the world knows Him not. I trust every one of us in this room knows Jesus; knows who He is and what He is and what He has done. But then it says, “He came to his own, and his own received him not”. He came to His own people and He was rejected. He was rejected of Israel, those who should have received Him as their Messiah, and given Him the place that He was so worthy of, the place that He will yet have in a day to come. Indeed what they did was they crucified the Lord of glory. 

How sad it was that He was crucified by those who ought to have received Him and owned Him as their Messiah. He 

will be owned in a day to come as King of kings and Lord of lords and every knee will bow to Jesus. The scripture says, “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings”, Philippians 2: 10. What a day it will be when every knee has bowed to Him and owned Him in His supremacy. The time is right now when every one of us has the opportunity to bow the knee to Jesus, to own Him in His supremacy, to own Him in the glory of His Person, in the light of the work that He has accomplished to bring in salvation. 

Then it says, “but as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name”. Many have no room for Him. He has been cast out and rejected. The corner stone has been cast out, rejected by the builders, but what a moment it is when you receive Jesus into your heart. Let Him into your heart tonight; let all that darkness depart from that heart of yours and let Jesus come in and He will enlighten and fill it, as your own personal Saviour. I commend Him to you. If any one has not yet trusted in Jesus and His finished work you may do so now. You may put your faith in Him and in His precious blood that has brought about redemption, meeting the matter of our sins entirely. Jesus had to die on that cross and His blood had to be shed in order to meet God’s righteous claims, redemption’s price had to be paid. The ransom has been paid, Jesus died for us. He took on the judgment. 

He took on the penalty of your sins and mine; the whole issue of sin has been settled in the death of Christ. God is fully satisfied with Jesus, fully satisfied with the work He has accomplished. The efficacy of that precious work stands before God so He can come out in mercy. The mercy-seat is now towards you and me that we might have faith in that precious One. I commend Him to you that you might know what it is to believe in Him. John says, “to those that believe on his name; who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh’s will, nor of man’s will, but of God”. Instead of looking at things from a natural point of view, at things that 

belong to nature, where we can never find an answer to our lost condition before God, how wonderful it is to realise that our blessing has all come from God. God is operating in wonderful grace so that there should be an answer from our hearts at the present time. 

I want to say something about love in John’s epistle. John speaks with great clarity. I like John particularly, there are no grey areas. In John’s writings things are either black or white, so they are made very clear. How you and I stand before God is made very clear through his writings. John writes to bring home the reality of our links with God, the reality of that wonderful love where God is expressed, and to bring out an answer in your heart and mine to that love. How right it is that there should be an answer to that love, as it says, “We love because he has first loved us”. It is a great matter to realise that through the glad tidings we can come into the enjoyment of the love of God. It is a wonderful love, boundless, full and free. Who can measure its fulness? God has operated not only in light but He has operated in love. “God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”, John 3: 16. What a God we have to do with! 

What a love it is, a love that gave His only-begotten Son. You read the gospels for an impression of the love that God had for His Son. The Old Testament scripture in relation to Abraham and Isaac gives one outstanding type. It speaks about them going up that mount to sacrifice, and it says they two went together. Typically it speaks of the Father and the Son and the wonderful love that existed between Them. How God loves to magnify His Son. The Spirit came down upon Him and abode upon Him, and a voice came out of the heaven saying, “This is my beloved Son”. On the mount of transfiguration the voice out of the cloud says, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight—hear him”, Matthew 17: 5. 

What a great matter it is to have some impression of the love that the Father Himself has for the Son. The Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in His hand. The Father has complete confidence in Jesus and, in a coming day, judgment will be given to Him too. It says, “he has set a day in which he is going to judge the habitable earth in righteousness by the man whom he has appointed”, Acts 17: 31. 

These things show us how much God loves His Son, but then God has expressed that love to us in that He has given His Son, He has given His all. Think of what it was for God that Jesus had to die! He had to come into that position where He would be taken and crucified by the hands of cruel men. Then He died and His side was pierced with a spear, and it says, 

“immediately there came out blood and water”, John 19: 34. God felt every detail of those last moments of Jesus. You think of what it was for Him at the mount of Olives, where it says, “his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth” (Luke 22: 44), as He anticipated the awfulness of that hour when He would be that one sacrifice for sin and sins. John would emphasise the love of God. “He that loves not has not known God; for God is love. Herein as to us has been manifested the love of God, that God has sent his only-begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins”. I cannot add much to what the scripture says. How full it is, and how worthy of reception. I hope as you read these verses that you will allow them to come into your heart. Accept them and allow them to affect you inwardly so that there is a response secured from your heart now and for eternity. 

Then it says, “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God. God abides in him, and he in God”. The opportunity is given now to confess His Name. It is a very important matter to confess the name of Jesus. You need to accept Him as your Saviour, you can do that now while you are sitting in your seat; that is a matter 

between you and Jesus the Saviour, you can accept Him as your own personal Saviour. Then it is very important to confess His Name. It says, “For with the heart is believed to righteousness; and with the mouth confession made to salvation”, Romans 10: 10. I would commend to you the real liberty and joy you find in your soul when you confess His name, accepting Him for yourself as your own personal Saviour. So John says, “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God”. How precious that is that you are acceptable to God because of the confession of the name of Jesus, and not only acceptable to Him, but know nearness in a real way to God Himself. 

It is very impressive the way John writes, he says, “that we may have boldness in the day of judgment, that even as he is, we also are in this world”. I think that is one of the outstanding statements in Scripture. You might say, How can it be possible? It can only be possible as we accept and come into the gain of the completed work of Christ, that we have been made righteous through believing in Christ and His finished work. Nothing of our own righteousness could ever stand in the presence of God, but, “even as he is, we also are in this world”. It means that we become like Jesus. That is what God would have in mind in the glad tidings, not only that we are saved from our sins, not only that we might have relief in our conscience and our heart as having that matter put right, but that there should be an answer in us in some expression of that blessed Man coming out in us. Even as He is so we also are in this world, so that when it comes to a time of judgment there will be no fear. It says there is no fear in love; we know that, even naturally speaking, if there is love there is no fear. It is the same in relation to God Himself, perfect love casts out fear. I commend it to you that perfect love has been in expression, and is in expression now in what God is toward you at this present moment. 

Now I just to finish with a word on Isaiah. It is a great matter to have joy in your heart. If you have appreciated something of the light, and allow the love to affect you inwardly, I am sure you will find that you have joy. The Lord could take up the scripture in Isaiah 61 and personify it, “he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of Jehovah” (Isaiah 61: 1, 2). What a day we are in, there will never be another day like it! The opportunity is given now for persons to come to repentance and acceptance of Christ, and come into blessing. It is, “the acceptable year of Jehovah”. Come in the experience of your own soul, knowing what it is to be broken-hearted. When you come to realise how awful you are in your sins; what a matter that is! If you feel it really and deeply before God it brings about this broken-hearted condition; but there is an answer to it, the answer is in Christ. Then He proclaims “liberty to the captives”. Sin brings in bondage; persons become in bondage to sin, but the glad tidings brings in liberty “and opening of the prison to them that are bound”. 

How fine it is to be in the joy and liberty and blessing that comes by the acceptance of Christ as your own personal Saviour through repentance and faith in Him. 

So other things are brought in, “beauty should be given unto them instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of the spirit of heaviness”. These things are very beautiful and very real to the soul in our own experience, as we come to realise God is bringing us into a wonderful area of blessing. He has clothed us with the worth of Christ. What a garment we have been given; a garment of praise, something responsive is secured in your heart and mine. God will be satisfied with that response eternally; the response of the redeemed, the eternal song will fill His ear throughout the eternal day. The saints clothed, worthy to be in His presence, will be called terebinths of 

righteousness, “the planting of Jehovah, that he may be glorified”. It is all of God, there is nothing we can take to our credit; it all redounds to God’s glory. May our hearts be responsive, may they be secured more fully at the present time, so that the response should be filled out in a greater and more blessed way to His own glory, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Bo’ness
14 June 1998 

 


Scripture references

John 1:4-13 (JND) [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not. [6] There was a man sent from God, his name John. [7] He came for witness, that he might witness concerning the light, that all might believe through him. [8] *He* was not the light, but that he might witness concerning the light. [9] The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man. [10] He was in the world, and the world had [its] being through him, and the world knew him not. [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name; [13] who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh's will, nor of man's will, but of God.

1 John 4:8-19 (JND) [8] He that loves not has not known God; for God is love. [9] Herein as to us has been manifested the love of God, that God has sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. [10] Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins. [11] Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12] No one has seen God at any time: if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. [13] Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit. [14] And *we* have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son [as] Saviour of the world. [15] Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. [16] And *we* have known and have believed the love which God has to us. God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him. [17] Herein has love been perfected with us that we may have boldness in the day of judgment, that even as *he* is, *we* also are in this world. [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love. [19] *We* love because *he* has first loved us.

Isaiah 61:3 (JND) [3] to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, that beauty should be given unto them instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of the spirit of heaviness: that they might be called terebinths of righteousness, the planting of Jehovah, that he may be glorified.

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

Philippians 2:6-7 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men;

Philippians 2:10 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Acts 17:31 (JND) [31] because he has set a day in which he is going to judge the habitable earth in righteousness by [the] man whom he has appointed, giving the proof [of it] to all [in] having raised him from among [the] dead.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Romans 10:10 (JND) [10] For with [the] heart is believed to righteousness; and with [the] mouth confession made to salvation.

Isaiah 61 (JND) [1] The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me, because Jehovah hath anointed me to announce glad tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of the prison to them that are bound; [2] to proclaim the acceptable year of Jehovah, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; [3] to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, that beauty should be given unto them instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of the spirit of heaviness: that they might be called terebinths of righteousness, the planting of Jehovah, that he may be glorified. …

Isaiah 61:1-2 (JND) [1] The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah is upon me, because Jehovah hath anointed me to announce glad tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and opening of the prison to them that are bound; [2] to proclaim the acceptable year of Jehovah, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;



EXTRACT

What is the object of your heart? What do you pursue? It may be you are pursuing many things. But if Christ is dwelling in your hearts you will pursue one object, that is Christ. The apostle says of himself, “This one thing I do”. So the Lord says to Martha, who was a true saint and servant, but careful for many things, one thing is needful, not many, and Mary has chosen that good part. I think people are distracted by a multitude of objects. They pursue Christianity, and they pursue many other things besides—there is but one thing to pursue. If Christ dwells in the heart by faith I am not distracted, but governed by one object. God has one object, that is Christ. 

But you may say, Have I not to provide for my family and attend to my business? Yes; but Christ in the heart is paramount. Christ will not be content to share your heart with another object. He will be the sole and engrossing object of the heart because He has brought the truth of God to you, and you must be content that everything else should be subordinate to that. He will not suffer a competitor. You get the thought in Isaac and Ishmael. When Isaac was weaned Ishmael had to leave the house. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 1, p.227) 
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