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GOD’S WAY


Isaiah 55:6-9;  Proverbs 14:12;  Isaiah 55:1-3;

Matthew 7:13,14

I would like to speak of God’s way and man’s way.  Maybe I should bring it a bit closer and say, God’s way, and my way or your way.  The world will teach you, dear young friend, that your way is best.  Your education, your peers, social media will all tell you that your way is best, that nothing should stop you pursuing your way, because you are your own person, you have your own will and whatever you want to be, whoever you want to be, whatever you want to do, the world will tell you, ‘Go ahead, what is to stop you?  Your way is the best way for you’.  But I tell you that God’s way is best, and God’s way is for your blessing, because God has nothing in mind for you apart from blessing.  He wants you to be satisfied, to bring joy into your life.

God wants you for Himself, but I have to tell you that, if you pursue your own way, you will end with a ruined life.  You do not need to look too far in this world to see that, and I suppose the young people amongst us can sometimes see it in the lives of their friends.  Many are not being brought up in the same home with both their mother and father.  There are many young persons who have turmoil brought into their lives through no fault of their own.  You may ask why it is.  Why?  I can tell you that it is because persons have gone their own way.  They thought their way was the best.  But this scripture in Proverbs that we read – there are not many scriptures that are repeated twice in the Bible, but this proverb is one of them – says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death”.  How true.

That is the plight of many but God does not want that for you, or for them either.  He wants you to come into blessing and He has provided the means for it.  So in 

Isaiah He says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways”.  God has far better things in mind for you than you have for yourself.  Any desires you may have for yourself in this world will not bring you satisfaction and they are bounded by time. God has the richest  blessings in mind for you.  Our brother last week in the gospel read Luke 15 about a young lad, the prodigal son, who thought that his way was best.  He was urgent to pursue it.  After he had asked for his inheritance, it says that after “not many days”, he went away.  He was urgent to pursue that way which seemed right to him.  But where did it end?  If God had not touched his affections in that far distant land, if that young man had not remembered his father’s house, what would the end have been but “the ways of death”?  But that is not what the gospel is about.  The gospel is about God’s way.  His thoughts are higher than our thoughts and his ways are higher than our ways.

So, beloved, what is the answer?  The answer is accepting God’s way of blessing.  I can assure you, not only by experience but from the page of scripture, that God’s way is best, His will is best for you.  Oh, beloved, that is why the gospel is preached, because God wants to show you the way of blessing.  So the scripture says, “Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near”.  He is near tonight.  The Lord is near you, for God has provided a Saviour in the Lord Jesus Christ.  You may say, I have heard the gospel many times, I know the gospel story.  But have you accepted it?  Have you accepted that God’s way is best for you?  God has done everything for you.  He knows your need; He knows your need better than you do and He has provided an answer to your need.  That is a blessed matter.  As we are reminded in the epistle of John, the love of God is very different from even the best of natural love.  God has shown His love to those, you might say, who in one sense were unlovable, those who were far away from Him, those who were in their sins.  And if you are in your sins tonight, God’s love is still towards you, God’s heart is towards you.  He wants to bring blessing into your life, and He has made full provision for that by providing a Saviour for you.

I want to tell you about Jesus; I want to tell you about the Saviour, the One who went a way of deep sorrow, that led Him to the cross where He bore God’s righteous judgment against sin.  Why did He do it?  He did it in order that the way of salvation might be opened to mankind; that it might be opened to you.  And that way is opened tonight to every person in this world, if they will only heed God’s overtures of grace and mercy in the glad tidings.  The answer to your need is Jesus.  Have you ever thought about your need, about your sins?  They stand between you and God, and if they have not been washed away in the blood of Jesus, they remain there, they remain as a barrier.  On one side you have the sinner and on the other you have a sin-hating God, and your sins stand there.  Do they burden you?  Have you ever thought about them?  Have you ever considered what they mean to God?  Dear friend, Jesus went to Calvary because of your sins and my sins.  There was no need for Jesus to die at Calvary because of anything he had done, but He went there because of sin and sins, and that matter had to be dealt with, dealt with before God.  And praise be His Name, the Lord Jesus went there and He suffered at the hands of men.  No other man has ever suffered like that.  Think of what it meant to Jesus, the holy harmless One, the One who was separated from sinners, yet He suffered in that way.  He did not react to these blows to His face, or to the scourging or the spitting.  He suffered at the hands of men.  There, after that mockery of a trial where He, the sinless One, was condemned to die, the Roman soldiers took Him and nailed Him to that cross.  He suffered from these nails driven into His hands and into His feet.  Why?  Why?  Well, beloved, I can say Jesus was there for me.  And as he hung there, this world was darkened, during those three hours of darkness that came upon this world when the enormity of the sins of all who would believe on Him were borne by Jesus.  He suffered for me there at Calvary.  I can say that God, the holy sin-hating God, laid my sins upon Jesus, and He bore them.  He bore them as if they were His own sins.  The ones that I remember, the ones that I may have forgotten – because some sins may seem insignificant to us, but they were not insignificant to God at Calvary.  No sin was insignificant; the sins of every believer were laid upon the head of Jesus and He bore them as if they were His own.

He took responsibility before God for my sins.  In effect He said, ‘they were Mine’.  They were not of course.  No – how could they be?  Jesus was the sinless One, yet He was made sin for me.  Can you say that?  Can you say that my sins were borne by Jesus?  These words are in our hymns and we sing them; yes, we love to sing them.  But can you sing, and mean it, that

‘My guilt was borne by Jesus,

 When in darkness on the tree’      (Hymn 212)

You see, dear friend, that was God’s way of bringing salvation to you.  The sins of every one who believes in Him were borne by Jesus, and then on that cross at Calvary, He laid down His life.  Death had no claim on Jesus; He was the only One who has lived on whom death had no claim.  Death has a claim on you and me, for we are sinners.  We cannot exclude ourselves from that claim, the claim of death.  Jesus went into death of His own volition.  He had authority to lay down His life and He had authority to take it again, see John 10:18.  But after Jesus died, that soldier came and pierced His side, and it says that “there came out blood and water”, John 19:34.  The way of redemption is God’s way too.  There was no other way, there is no other way to the forgiveness of sins.  There could be no other way to take away your sins.  God’s way is the way of redemption and it required that the precious blood of Jesus, the sinless One, was shed.  Again, we sing; 

Shed for rebels, shed for sinners,

   Shed for me            (Hymn 167).

Can you say that and believe it – it is God’s way of salvation?

I say again, God’s way is best.  Jesus, the One who died and shed His precious blood, is no longer in death.  He was taken from that cross and laid in the tomb, laid in that grave in which no other had been laid.  But He is no longer there, He is out of death.  His work has been completed, and He will never, ever have to say to death again.  He is the One who has come out of death, the One who has the keys of death and of hades and no one can take these keys from His hand.  Jesus is living and He is ascended on high at the right hand of God.  He is God’s Man – a Man after God’s own heart.  “Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”, Phil.2:9.  That is God’s way.  Every knee will bow, and I have to tell you that if you do not bow your knee to Jesus now in this time of grace, there will come a day when you will have to bow your knee in a time of judgment.  That is God’s way too.  He has exalted Jesus and every man and woman and child of an age of responsibility will be brought to acknowledge that Jesus is Lord and King.

“Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near”.  God’s way for you is a way of blessing, and He is beseeching you in the glad tidings.  He is not asking you how many gospel preachings you have heard, He is asking you to believe on the Saviour.  Will you give your heart to Him?  It will be for your blessing.  It says, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return”. Will God have a full resumé of your sins? How long would that take if, when you came to God, He had such a list?  No, it says “he will have mercy upon him; … for he will abundantly pardon”.  What a God!  Is it not wonderful; “so are my ways higher than your ways”.  When the son in Luke 15 returned, all he wanted in one sense was just to be inside the door, all he wanted was to be a bondman.  But that is not God’s thought.  God’s thoughts are higher than your thoughts and my thoughts, and He wants to bring you into blessing.

O dear friend, come to Christ, whatever your need is!  You do not need money, for salvation cannot be bought; it does not cost you anything.  But how often in our way we toil, for that is a feature of the world in which we live.  God says, “Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread?”  Why keep going into the world searching for happiness, searching for joy?  You will never find it there!  It is fading.  It is only a gloss, a mirage.  It looks good from a distance but when you get there, what is it?  What is there?  Come to Christ, know what it is to have eternal joy and happiness.  Think of what God would provide, think of what that younger son enjoyed; “Bring out the best robe and clothe him in it”, Luke 15:22.  Think of the joy of the house.  “Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness”.  God has food available for you. As well as knowing and having the certainty of the forgiveness of sins, He would provide for your every need as well. What a blessing that is.  

The world can provide nothing like it.  What can you compare with the joy and the knowledge that your sins are forgiven, and that they will never be raised again?  They could not be raised again because they have been borne by Jesus: they have been washed away in His precious blood.  They are gone for ever.  But then it says, “Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, the sure mercies of David”.  God not only  provides for time.  He provides for eternity and if you have a link with Jesus, it is everlasting, it can never be broken.  If you believe on the Lord Jesus and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, you will be saved and saved for eternity, a wonderful matter.  That is God’s way.  It does not depend on me.  If it depended on me, where would I be?  When Peter cried to the Lord, “Lord, save me” (Matt.14:31), Jesus took hold of him and He never let him go.  And that is the portion of the believer – an everlasting covenant that can never be broken.  That is a wonderful portion.

That is the gospel, God’s way – the way of blessing, the way of salvation, the way of peace, the way of joy.  Not only the forgiveness of sins, but God would also provide the Holy Spirit for you.  ‘Peace, sonship, joy, the Holy Spirit given’, as the hymn (Hymn 123) says.  That is God’s way.  He does not leave believers to their own resources, He not only provides for their eternal salvation, but He also provides for their present salvation.  Is that not wonderful?  What a God!  What a message!  How can you refuse it?  How can you say ‘No’?  Dear friend, what a gospel, what a God.  What ways are His and they are for your blessing.

I wanted just to touch briefly on this word in Matthew 7; “Enter in through the narrow gate, for wide the gate and broad the way that leads to destruction, and many are they who enter in through it”.  The way of the world is a crowded way.  There are many on it and it leads to one end.  It will be for your loss; it may even be for your eternal loss.  What a matter.  But God has provided His way, the way of salvation.  “For narrow the gate and straitened the way that leads to life”.  There it is.  You might say that the gospel is a narrow way.  It is, because you need to leave a lot of yourself behind.  You have to stand with God and look at yourself and see the way that God views you.  And if you are in your sins, you have so great a burden.  That weight is too much to go through the narrow gate.  You need salvation, you need Christ.  You need His precious shed blood and then you find that that weight, that burden, is lifted, and you can go through that narrow gate and find the blessings that are on the other side.  That is God’s way.  But there are few that find it.  There is blessing in being among those who find the narrow gate.

How do you think these persons felt in Genesis in Noah’s time when the flood came?  Do you think they were happy?  That cry I am sure went up ‘O to be among those in the ark’.  There were only eight souls that were saved at that time.  Dear friend, God’s way is best.  May you find it.  It is the way of salvation.  It is the way that Christ is on and He will be with you in it.  In Luke 24 it says, “Jesus himself drawing nigh went with them” (v.15); He brought them into the way of salvation.  If you are in the way of salvation, Jesus is always near you.  The scripture says, “The Lord is near” (Phil.4:5), and if you are on that way, He is available to you – always.  

I commend God’s way to you.  May the Lord bless the word.

 

Gospel preaching, Glasgow

23 May 2021

 

 

Trevor R Campbell




Scripture references

Isaiah 55:6-9 (JND) [6] Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near. [7] Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. [8] For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith Jehovah. [9] For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Isaiah 55:6-9 (JND) [6] Seek ye Jehovah while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near. [7] Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. [8] For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith Jehovah. [9] For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Proverbs 14:12 (JND) [12] There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death.

Proverbs 14:12 (JND) [12] There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof is the ways of death.

Isaiah 55:1-3 (JND) [1] Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he that hath no money, come ye, buy, and eat: yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price! [2] Wherefore do ye spend money for [that which is] not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye [that which is] good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. [3] Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, the sure mercies of David.

Matthew 7:13-14 (JND) [13] Enter in through the narrow gate, for wide the gate and broad the way that leads to destruction, and many are they who enter in through it. [14] For narrow the gate and straitened the way that leads to life, and they are few who find it.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 15:22 (JND) [22] But the father said to his bondmen, Bring out the best robe and clothe him in [it], and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet;

Matthew 14:31 (JND) [31] And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught hold of him, and says to him, O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt?

Matthew 7 (JND) [1] Judge not, that ye may not be judged; [2] for with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you. [3] But why lookest thou on the mote that is in the eye of thy brother, but observest not the beam that is in thine eye? …

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Philippians 4:5 (JND) [5] Let your gentleness be known of all men. The Lord [is] near.



“WE WILL SERVE JEHOVAH”






Joshua 24:15 (from ‘but as’)

It has always been in mind from the divine side that believers and believing households should be used in service towards God.  When the children of Israel were in Egypt, God said, “Let my people go, that they may serve me”, Exod.8:1.  It was not simply that they would be released from the pressure and all that was affecting their life in Egypt, but that they would be set free to serve Jehovah.  This scripture has come to me in the past few days as I was thinking of this occasion because a feature of our brother’s life was to serve.  Service involves commitment and faithfulness and it involves steadfastness and endurance.  I was also thinking of the Hebrew bondman; he said, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exod.21:5.  He committed himself to serve his master, and then he was taken to the doorpost where his ear was bored through with an awl, and for the rest of his life, he would have served his master in love.  How wonderful!  You may say, I cannot do much, but we are able to serve the Lord, under His direction about what He would have in mind. 

This scripture is very precise.  Joshua did not say, ‘as for my household’, he said “as for me”.  There is a need for the head of the household to give a lead in this matter of service and subjection to the master.  For us, it is the Lord Jesus.  It is for the household to follow that lead as it is given, and it then becomes a household set for service: “as for me and my house”.  How wonderful is a household set for service to the Lord, a household set in relation to the local assembly, a household seeing what needs to be done, a household given strength and spiritual power to do it.  These features were seen in our brother and I commend the matter to everyone, because there is room for us all to increase in serving God.  It does require commitment.  Joshua was making a statement here, setting out what he intended to do.  It is like Daniel; Daniel “purposed in his heart”, Dan.1:8.  We need purpose of heart to say, “as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah”.  How commendable, how profitable, how encouraging.  

This day in which we are is a day of small things (Zech.4:10), but today we have an opportunity to recommit ourselves to serve God.  There is great need for it.  We can take account of a life completed; the Lord Jesus has put our brother to sleep, his service is finished.  And now the Lord Jesus would draw near to comfort us, for He has “borne our griefs and carried our sorrows”, Isa.53:4.  The Lord Jesus felt things, He felt death, and it says of Him that, when Lazarus was in the tomb, He wept (John 11:35).  This is a sad occasion, but think of the Lord Jesus entering into our grief, not only to sympathise but to comfort and to encourage.  He would draw near, and our heavenly Father would come near to us, to show us the reality of the constant care that we so often sing of, and to give us the succour and comfort and support that we need.

But as well as that, He would encourage us to go on; He would set us forward.  Our brother has said in prayer that we would look for encouragement and we have a God who gives us great comfort; He is always there to encourage us and establish us.  There is sadness in our hearts in one sense, but may we be set forward to commit ourselves and to be able to say from our hearts “as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah”.

May we be encouraged, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

David Marshall

 

 


Scripture references

Joshua 24:15 (JND) [15] And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods whom your fathers that were on the other side of the river served, or the gods of the Amorite, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.

Exodus 8:1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith Jehovah: Let my people go, that they may serve me.

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Daniel 1:8 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself.

Zechariah 4:10 (JND) [10] For who hath despised the day of small things? Yea, they shall rejoice [even] those seven and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel: these are the eyes of Jehovah, which run to and fro in the whole earth.

Isaiah 53:4 (JND) [4] Surely *he* hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; and we, we did regard him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.



MORAL FEATURES OF A SHEPHERD


John 21: 16

I was thinking of the importance of the shepherd, and the features that mark a shepherd.  It is something that in our day is very much needed – those who can exercise shepherd care in the Christian company.  Our brother had some practical knowledge of caring for sheep, but he also learned from the Lord the moral features that marked Him as the Shepherd when He was here in this scene.  In His life here, the Lord Jesus cared for people, He looked after them with a gentle touch.  The Lord said to Peter, “Shepherd my sheep”.  The Lord wants us to learn from Him to enable us to help one another.  In Peter’s first epistle, the apostle describes the features that are to be seen in shepherds, the gentleness and meekness and humility towards all (chap.5:5-7).

A shepherd would protect his flock.  There is much that the enemy would do against the flock if he could.  When David was a shepherd, he protected his sheep against the lion and the bear.  The enemy would carry away the lambs, carry away the sheep, to destroy, but the gentle yet powerful hand of the Shepherd is able to meet that.  The Lord in His shepherd service guards and encourages and keeps His flock.  One prominent feature of the shepherd seen in the Lord is genuine affection, genuine feeling for His own.  Our brother had a genuine affection for those for whom the Lord had died.  You could see that.  Many young people have experienced that shepherd feature in him.  When a Christian with real shepherd feelings draws alongside you, you know that they are asking about you not just out of a sense of responsibility, but because they genuinely care for you, they love you.  That is not merely natural: it is gained by learning from the One who is the chief Shepherd (1 Pet.5:4), the One in whose presence we should stay.  

It is interesting that before Peter was given this charge by the Lord, Jesus asked him, “lovest thou me?”.  Love for the Lord lies behind shepherd service.  We can see that in our brother’s life; how he loved the Lord.  As has been said, he served his Master, but it was not only because of a sense of responsibility that he served, but out of love for his Lord and his brethren.  It is a charge that is laid upon all of us.  Everybody can be a shepherd, everybody can care, everybody can have affection for those that are the Lord’s and care for them.  In Acts chapter 20, Paul says of the assembly that God has purchased it “with the blood of his own” (v.28).  Someone with shepherd feelings would look at the sheep and see in them that which is precious to Christ and he would look after them; he would shepherd them according to what the chief Shepherd would have in mind.  How precious the sheep are to the chief Shepherd. 

And so the Lord would encourage us to look after each other, to care for one another, and to love one another.  We could see that in our brother in his affection for those he gathered with.  He was somebody who would impart something of what he knew of the Lord.  That is open to us all.  It is the action of a shepherd and it helps to stabilise us.  May these simple impressions be for our encouragement, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Sam Lock

 

 

“AS UNKNOWN, AND WELL KNOWN”

2 Corinthians 6:9 (“as unknown, and well known”)

This scripture has been very much in my mind in considering our brother, his life, and his home-going.  As has been said, it is not the time nor the place for eulogising, but God is drawing attention to a particular person.  In the Lord’s putting that person to sleep, God is drawing attention to them and their features, for His work is completed in that person.  God would ask us – are we going to take on the moral features of the person whom the Lord has taken?  What has been said as to service and as to shepherding is a challenge for each one of us; it is an exercise as to commitment at a time like this.  Each one of us needs to be concerned about that.

I was thinking of the word “unknown”.  Think of this scene that the Lord has gone through.  There was no love for Him then, and the world does not have a place for Him now – the world does not want Him.  The world will not include our brother in its history books.  He served here as “unknown”, and that has been called attention to as part of his service.  How blessed that is.  After all, his Lord was rejected, his Lord and his Master was not given His right place, His true place in this scene.  Jesus was “unknown”, so we are thankful that we can be unknown by this world.  That is just part of what I want to say.

The other part, the wonderful thing, is “and well known”.  Our brother was and is well known in heaven.  Are you well known in heaven?  I was thinking of Cornelius.  There is a monument to Cornelius; it is not a monument on this earth, but there is a monument in heaven: “Thy prayers and thine alms have gone up for a memorial before God”, Acts 10:4.  Think of what has been gathered up of the prayers and alms of our brother, the communion of a lifetime of commitment to the Lord Jesus – well known in heaven.  It is wonderful to think of how God has appreciated that, how God has appreciated such a life that He would gather up what was accrued in prayer and praise from our brother.  That can be you, that there should be from yourself these prayers, that communion and praise, all that there was to delight heaven in a person.  These features in our brother did not proceed from what was natural, but from what was formed according to God in him.  Think of formation according to God; how precious it is.  That formation in our brother was precious in this scene, it was precious to heaven, and well known in heaven.  

Our brother had some favourite scriptures.  He used to draw attention to one in David’s history, when the ark was in the house of Obed-Edom.  You might think, as you look at it, that you could compare our brother to Obed-Edom.  But he often drew attention to the fact that something came to the ears of David, and it came by an unknown person (2 Sam.6:12).  It brought blessing to David, and our brother used to speak with admiration of that unknown, unnamed person.  

I often think of another unnamed person in Scripture – the man with the pitcher of water (Luke 22:10).  Two notable persons, Peter and John, notable in the eyes of heaven, were to go into the city.  The Lord was directing them, but He did not in that scripture direct them to an address, He directed them to an unknown and unnamed person, a person who has a particular moral feature – that he was a man with a pitcher of water.  We could again link that to service, service in relation to the Spirit, bringing in the Spirit’s work and the Spirit’s power to help.  

Well, the question is for each one of us whether we can take up such a service as unknown.  That would provide an example to be followed.  We know that the service is under the Lord’s hand, it is what the Lord has done to secure in such persons, but they would be personal examples that are worth following.  It is right to follow.  We may be distracted by following what is wrong, but it is right to follow when you see such a person who is leading you in the power of the Spirit: that is the person to follow.  The Supper is in view, the place where the Lord is going to be speaking, the place where the Lord is going to make Himself known.  It is wonderful that there could be such persons, unknown to this earth, never even named in the scriptures but known to heaven, whom God values and appreciates.  

I was thinking too of practical service.  There were those who served as deacons in the early Acts, as our brother was often engaged in practical service.  Persons who are engaged in practical service should be those who are filled with the power of the Spirit.  Our brother took up practical service and the Spirit was with him in his service.  The Lord would include you, in your locality, in your place.  It would include the brethren here, and the family.  We are all to take up these matters, to commit ourselves to serve in this way – not famous, not known in this scene but to serve “unknown”, although your prayers, your alms, your service will be well known in heaven.  

May we be exercised to take this up, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

David C Brown

 

 

Three words given on the occasion of a burial, Edinburgh

19 July 2021

 

 

 

 

DIVINE TIMING

John 11:1-7,39-44;  Mark 1:30,31;  Matthew 24:35,36

I have an impression about the Lord’s timing.  There have been a number of things that have come to my attention over the recent days.  The brethren will remember a preaching by our brother Mr. A. J. Gardiner from 1957, titled ’A Matter of Real Urgency’ which was recently published.  Also our brother who spoke to us in the preaching on Lord’s day spoke about those words of the Lord, “Fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee”, Luke 12:20. Then we looked at this passage in Mark’s gospel on Lord’s day and it speaks, as Mark often does, about the Lord’s actions as taking place ‘straightway’ or ‘immediately’.  I had this impression, and perhaps we can all be helped to think about the Lord’s timing.

This world is full of things that we could do with our time.  Speaking for myself, we set out plans according to our own thoughts and our own level of patience or impatience.  You have certain expectations about when things will happen and how they will happen.  But as Christians in our walk down here, we need to be careful that we are subject to the Lord’s timing, guided by what He would have us do and be here as dependent upon Him.  We often speak of the dependence of the Lord Jesus on the Father and this comes out in this first scripture.  The Lord now has His place in glory and in His place there, He would be watching to see how dependent we are as Christians upon His timing and His direction.

This first scripture  has often been spoken about in relation to divine timing and you wonder at it.  It says very clearly of the Lord, “he remained two days then in the place where he was”.  There was a certain time to elapse before He would move.  When He did receive the word to go, the disciples said to Him “even but now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again?” (v.8).  Naturally you can understand it, but that had not been the reason He that He waited.  He had said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it”.  There was a specific reason and a specific purpose for the Lord waiting those two days.  Dear friends, we should be subject to the authority of the Lord, to know His timing in everything.  There had been a specific reason here for waiting, and who knows what specific reason He has in our lives to work things out and to bring out what is for the glory of the Lord.

Then these remarkable words about resurrection were uttered by the Lord, but Martha tells Him that her brother Lazarus had been in the grave for four days.  Four days had elapsed since he had died.  How much natural sorrow would have come into Martha’s life; she would have given up hope, given up any thought of recovery, but the Lord’s timing was perfect.  Jesus said, “Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me; but I knew that thou always hearest me; but on account of the crowd who stand around”.  Then He calls his name and Lazarus comes forth.  That brought out, dear friends, the perfection of the Lord’s timing.  What was seen was the glory of the Father.  Resurrection is seen here in relation to an individual, but it looks forward to that future day when all who believe in the Lord Jesus will be raised.

What also comes out here is the liberty that comes about as under the Lord’s timing and direction.  “Loose him and let him go”.  Lazarus was a beloved friend of the Lord Jesus.  You wonder at the liberty that Lazarus and those around him would enjoy as having had this experience of being loosed.  He was loosed under the Lord’s direction, according to His timing.  What liberty there was for Lazarus as being loosed and let go.

We see a contrast to the Lord’s waiting for these two days in what we read in Mark’s gospel in the number of times the word ‘straightway’ is used.  We have often been affected by it; the way in which the Lord comes into the house of the mother-in-law of Simon, and “straightway they speak to him about her”.  There is an urgency there from those around Him and He acts quickly and brings about recovery.  We were touched by that on Lord’s day, that the recovery was full and complete and immediate.  Naturally, you might look upon this and say, ‘The fever has only just left her; is she the right person then to serve us?’  But the fever was gone straightway and completely.  The action of the Lord Jesus then was quick and it had an immediate recovery.  What we see from this scripture is the thought of service; she served them.  She was released immediately from what had bowed her down, she was released to serve the Lord Jesus Himself.  It is a contrast with John 11, but the timing here was also the Lord’s perfect timing.  Not their timing, it was the Lord’s timing, and what it leads to is one who can serve.

I just refer to those words of the Lord Jesus Himself in Matthew; “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of the heavens, but my Father alone”.  Think of the Lord’s timing in coming for His own and setting on all the events that will lead to His coming publicly to reign for a thousand years.  Even the Lord Himself, speaking as a man, says that He does not know when it will be.  It is the Father alone.  You can see here that what comes out is the dependence of the Lord Himself as bowing to the Father’s timing.  

The Lord would act in our lives, He would direct and He would help us.  The Lord would encourage us to seek His timing as He is dependent on the Father’s timing for that great and momentous occasion for which we are waiting, coming for His own and then coming in glory and majesty and in power to reign over the earth.  What a day that will be, but the timing is in the hands of the Father.  As we think about the timing that is in the control of divine Persons, and in the wisdom of divine Persons, our own timing in whatever we do is to be under Their control.  May we take encouragement from that, because it is perfect.  It must be perfect, and what comes from accepting that is to know liberty in service, and a result for the glory of God. 

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry, Witney

23 May 2021

 

 

Rob McKay


Scripture references

John 21:16 (JND) [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep.

1 Peter 5:4 (JND) [4] And when the chief shepherd is manifested ye shall receive the unfading crown of glory.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

2 Corinthians 6:9 (JND) [9] as unknown, and well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as disciplined, and not put to death;

Acts 10:4 (JND) [4] But he, having fixed his eyes upon him, and become full of fear, said, What is it, Lord? And he said to him, Thy prayers and thine alms have gone up for a memorial before God.

2 Samuel 6:12 (JND) [12] And it was told king David, saying, Jehovah has blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all that is his, because of the ark of God. And David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom into the city of David with joy.

Luke 22:10 (JND) [10] And he said to them, Behold, as ye enter into the city a man will meet you, carrying an earthen pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he goes in;

John 11:1-44 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it. [5] Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. [6] When therefore he heard, He is sick, he remained two days then in the place where he was. [7] Then after this he says to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. [8] The disciples say to him, Rabbi, [even but] now the Jews sought to stone thee, and goest thou thither again? [9] Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walk in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world; [10] but if any one walk in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him. [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep. [12] The disciples therefore said to him, Lord, if he be fallen asleep, he will get well. …

Mark 1:30-31 (JND) [30] And the mother-in-law of Simon lay in a fever. And straightway they speak to him about her. [31] And he went up to [her] and raised her up, having taken her by the hand, and straightway the fever left her, and she served them.

Matthew 24:35-36 (JND) [35] The heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words shall in no wise pass away. [36] But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of the heavens, but [my] Father alone.

Matthew 24:35-36 (JND) [35] The heaven and the earth shall pass away, but my words shall in no wise pass away. [36] But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of the heavens, but [my] Father alone.

Luke 12:20 (JND) [20] But God said to him, Fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee; and whose shall be what thou hast prepared?

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …



THE MIND OF DIVINE PERSONS


Romans 11:34,35;  1 Corinthians 2:16;  Philippians 2:5

These three passages refer to three distinct and glorious things – the mind of the Lord, the mind of Christ, and the mind that was in Christ Jesus.  Our brother’s prayer has encouraged me to speak because this verse in Romans 11, “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?” takes us back before time was.  It takes us back to divine thoughts, divine foreknowledge, divine purpose and counsel.  They existed before time was, a great divine plan.  It was the mind of the Lord.  The reference to the Lord here is to the One who was known as Jehovah in the Old Testament.  That is how God was known then, as we see in Isaiah 40:13 which the apostle quotes from.  

Who has known God’s mind?  His mind was not known then to His people Israel even in a broad sense.  The prophets desired to understand the things of which they spoke (1 Pet.1:10-12).  How much was in God’s mind before time was.  There was so much that has come out through the teaching in the New Testament, particularly the teaching of the apostle Paul which opens up what was in the divine mind.  The whole of the period of time from the creation onwards has been used for the working out of what was in God’s mind.  How great it is and how wise!  How the working out of it has been achieved so that He should have man acceptable to Him, able to be in His presence responsively to Him, that He should have Christ and the assembly setting out His great thoughts for man.

Think of the greatness of what was in the mind of God before time was; as it says, “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counsellor?”.  Who could have input into that mind?  Who could have suggested anything?  As men, we like to have input into things.  We see a plan, we see something that someone arranges and we like to have some input into it, but who could put anything into the great divine arrangements?  Think of all the glory of all that there ever was in the heart of God and in the mind of the Lord.  Every detail has been foreknown; every detail of our lives has been foreknown.  We may not know why things happen; we may not know why we go through exercises, why we go through experiences even in our day to day life, but God knows.  The Lord knows.  These things are all in His mind.  They are all there in view of the working out of His great end that there should be a glorious answer to Himself.

No wonder the apostle goes on, “For of him, and through him, and for him are all things”.  You see God as the great source of everything.  You see Him coming out in the person of Jesus, by whom everything was brought about.  You see that everything has been brought about for God’s own glory.  “For of him, and through him, and for him are all things: to him be glory for ever.  Amen”.  Now we would all say ‘Amen’ to that, as we take account of the greatness of God and the greatness of what the apostle speaks of here as the mind of the Lord.

Paul refers to it again in the verse read in 1 Corinthians, where he speaks of it in a practical sense; Paul’s writing had a practical bearing upon those to whom he wrote.  Corinth was not a very happy meeting and there were many troubles.  First of all, Paul brings in the truth of the cross.  That is fundamental – the teaching of the cross.  What happened at the cross was that what man is morally, in flesh and blood, was exposed and condemned.  The judgment of God came at the cross.  The Lord Jesus bore that judgment; He bore it as a Man in flesh and blood condition.  And if He bore that judgment, it shows that God has finished with man in flesh and blood conditions, when man was so greatly exposed there.  God has another Man in view, a Man of another order.  It is in that Man that all His thoughts, all that was in God’s mind, is going to be carried through.  The natural mind has nothing to do with that – it is not according to the natural mind of man.  The apostle had also spoken of the Holy Spirit; he says that the things of God can only be understood by the Spirit (v.14).  The mind of the flesh, the natural mind, does not understand the things of the Spirit because they are folly to it.  As having the gift of the Holy Spirit, believers have the capability of understanding the things of the Spirit.  The things of the Spirit are in total contrast to the things of the flesh.

Well, the Holy Spirit’s primary service is to engage us with Christ.  The Lord Jesus is the One who is now in glory, who is beyond every scene of difficulty and trouble.  He is now exalted, and in the earlier chapter it says that He has been “made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”, 1 Cor.1:30.  If we seek for these things, we find them in Christ.  He has been made to us these things.

So having spoken of the cross and the setting aside of man according to the flesh and then having introduced the Holy Spirit as the means by which we can understand divine things, the apostle then says, “For who has known the mind of the Lord”.  Again, that expression “the mind of the Lord”.  The mind of man cannot understand these things.  But then Paul goes on and says, “we have the mind of Christ”.  That is not only what His thoughts are, but to have that faculty, the ability – if you have someone’s mind, you know how they think.  Very often people may think that they understand someone, but they do not because they do not think in the same way.  If you have somebody’s mind, you understand the way they think, so the apostle says here “we have the mind of Christ”.  

One thing that affected me about this was when I came across a remark about “But we have the mind of Christ”, and somebody asked if the “we” referred to the apostles.  And the answer was, ‘Having it refers to being Christian’1.  How can that be?  Because normally, Christians have the Holy Spirit.  As such, we have the ability to have the mind of Christ, to think as He thinks.  His priorities become our priorities; the things that He loves become the things that we love.  We have His mind and we seek always to be moving here in accordance with the way in which He would move, the way in which He did move, and to see things in the way in which He saw them.

You think of the Lord Jesus.  I have often thought that wherever any question may rise, the Lord Jesus has a view about it.  And the apostle says, “we have the mind of Christ”; we can have that view, we can have the same view as He has.  We are able to think as He does.  I am tested about that, very much so.  How much do I know of it?  I am sure we have all had the experience of crying to the Lord for His mind about a particular matter, maybe some adjustment of our own view or whatever it may be, and He gives the answer.  By the Spirit we are to have that intelligent faculty – “we have the mind of Christ”.

In Philippians 2 it is the “mind … which was also in Christ Jesus”.  It seems to me that what Paul has in view here is really the result in believers of their taking up what he had written to the Corinthians.  If we accept the cross, if we accept the teaching of it that I am nothing, that all that I am according to nature has been ended at the cross of Jesus, then the power of my life from henceforth must be in the Holy Spirit.  I must walk in the Spirit.  We find that there will be in result the “mind … which was also in Christ Jesus”; it is that going down mind.  It led Him down to the cross, it led Him to the ultimate sacrifice, even to death and that a death of intense suffering and shame.  You think of the Lord Jesus going that way.  This passage is often referred to as the downward steps that the Lord Jesus took to the cross.  As we ponder those steps, what would it make of us?  The “mind … which was also in Christ Jesus” makes nothing of us, but it makes everything of Him, and we are to display that mind.

I often think of that verse in Luke 10 where it says of the lawyer, “he, desirous of justifying himself …” (v.29).  The Lord Jesus never justified himself.  In fact, that is one thing it says He did not do (Isa.53:7).  He did not glorify Himself, He did not please Himself, He did not justify Himself.  He went down, He went down right to death.  He accepted it for Himself although it had no claim upon Him.  He accepted that pathway and the apostle was saying, “For let this mind be in you”.  Christ has shown us the way.  Corinthians shows us the way, the way of the cross, the way of the Spirit guiding our pathway here.  If Christians are really formed inwardly by these great elements of Paul’s ministry, that will, I believe, ensure that this mind will be seen amongst them.

Well, this is just a simple impression I had before this occasion.  I was encouraged by the reference in our brother’s prayer to what was foreknown and the greatness of divine ways, so it encouraged me to take that up as to the mind of the Lord.  I trust that the Lord may bless the word.

 

Given at a meeting for ministry, Buckhurst Hill

7 September 2021

 

 

Andrew Martin
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Scripture references

Romans 11:34-35 (JND) [34] For who has known [the] mind of [the] Lord, or who has been his counsellor? [35] or who has first given to him, and it shall be rendered to him?

Romans 11:34-35 (JND) [34] For who has known [the] mind of [the] Lord, or who has been his counsellor? [35] or who has first given to him, and it shall be rendered to him?

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

Philippians 2:5 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus;

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

Isaiah 40:13 (JND) [13] Who hath directed the Spirit of Jehovah, and, [as] his counsellor, hath taught him?

1 Peter 1:10-12 (JND) [10] Concerning which salvation prophets, who have prophesied of the grace towards you, sought out and searched out; [11] searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which [was] in them pointed out, testifying before of the sufferings which [belonged] to Christ, and the glories after these. [12] To whom it was revealed, that not to themselves but to you they ministered those things, which have now been announced to you by those who have declared to you the glad tidings by [the] Holy Spirit, sent from heaven, which angels desire to look into.

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.



Notes


	[←1]
	 F E Raven Vol.10 p.50
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