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“ASLEEP THROUGH JESUS”

A. J. Gaskin 

Acts 13: 34–37; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13, 14 

The Lord has put in His claim on our beloved brother and taken him to be with Himself, so that we can now say that he is “asleep through Jesus”. It is indeed a blessed thing for the Christian that death no longer has any terror for him. Jesus Himself has been into death, He has conquered it and come out victorious. When He was here on earth He spoke in this way and could say of Jairus’s daughter, “She has not died, but sleeps” (Luke 8: 42), and of Lazarus, “Our friend is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep”, John 11: 11. 

I would urge anyone here who has not yet put his trust in Christ to do so now. The precious Saviour has been into death for all who put their trust in Him. The apostle in speaking of David says, “Having in his own generation ministered to the will of God, (he) fell asleep”. 

Our brother in his measure has done that; he has served his own generation, ministering to the will of God. Many of us have been cheered by the thoughts our brother has passed on to us. 

He could speak in a very precious way of the Lord Jesus; Christ was before him and the saints were before him and thus in his own measure he ministered to the will of God. Then it says of David that he “fell asleep, and was added to his fathers and saw corruption. But he whom God raised up did not see corruption”. How glorious that is! The blessed Lord Jesus never saw corruption; death had no claim on Him. God has raised Him from the dead and set Him at His right hand in glory. 

Now it speaks in Thessalonians of “those, who have fallen asleep through Jesus”, and that is just the case with our brother. He has fallen asleep through Jesus and is now in the bliss of being with the One he loved. But he is going to be raised in incorruptibility, for the dead in Christ will be raised first and for a moment will stand on the earth before being caught up together with those of us who remain, to be for ever with the Lord. It is something the world will know nothing about, but what a victory it will be for God! “So”, says the apostle, 

“encourage one another with these words”. May the Lord indeed encourage our hearts, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Acts 13:34-37 (JND) [34] But that he raised him from among [the] dead, no more to return to corruption, he spoke thus: I will give to you the faithful mercies of David. [35] Wherefore also he says in another, Thou wilt not suffer thy gracious one to see corruption. [36] For David indeed, having in his own generation ministered to the will of God, fell asleep, and was added to his fathers and saw corruption. [37] But he whom God raised up did not see corruption.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.

Luke 8:42 (JND) [42] because he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, and she was dying. And as he went the crowds thronged him.

John 11:11 (JND) [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep.



COLOSSIAN LIFE AND LABOUR

G. C. McKay 

Colossians 4: 12, 13; 3: 1–4 

I have been encouraged, dear brethren, by what our brother has said so encouragingly to us as to what is above, to allude to these scriptures. They have been brought to mind by certain features that I believe have characterized our dear brother who has been taken. It is not that we are here to eulogise—the eulogies in Christianity belong to Christ, the glory belongs to Him. Our brother would have had it so, I believe, that whatever proceeds, the glory would belong to Christ. Nevertheless, the Lord in taking our brother has called attention to him and to features that have marked him, and I wondered if we might be encouraged in that. How encouraging it is that we are burying a beloved saint, one in whom the work of God is complete, one in whom the Holy Spirit has operated so that there has been something worked out in him, 

something that will not be lost, something that goes through to eternity. That is a wonderful thing. We are not without hope. For people who are unbelievers death seems the end of everything, but not so for the believer—we shall be manifested with Him, it says, in glory. 

Now Epaphras in Colossians 4 is borne witness to by the great apostle for his labour. One of the things I believe that has marked our brother is that he was not idle or unfruitful. He was severely limited in his circumstances and in his health, but then he was not sitting back, not idle, not unfruitful—he laboured, and he was marked in his activities by love for the saints. I believe he was marked by Colossian affections, by love in the Spirit, by love for all the saints. 

His communications and words of encouragement were a sign of that, that the outlook he had was towards all the saints, as we read in the first chapter of this epistle. Well, here is Epaphras, and he is limited in God’s ways; he is not out on service, but he is praying. That marked our brother; I believe there is testimony to that. He had time at his disposal and he used it. It is one of the most valuable things that you can do for anybody, to pray for them. I doubt if there are many in this room he has not prayed for. That may come home to us. The relatives, of course, would feel that, that they would be mentioned often and often again in our brother’s prayers. The grandchildren would think of that, ‘He prayed for me’. 

What a thing it is to have someone praying for you! Many of us are here today because someone prayed for us. We need persons to pray for us, and Epaphras filled that out. He prayed, and he did not give up. He combated in prayer, meaning that he kept on at it whatever might oppose, whatever the circumstances. Now that marked our 

brother and it is something we should take up, to pray for one another. And I believe also that it should have a bearing on us that our brother prayed for us, because Epaphras’s prayers were not only about practical things, health and so on (though no doubt they would include these things), but he appears as one that was combating “to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God”. 

So if we think that our brother prayed for us we should think also of the intent of his prayers, that we should be perfect and complete in all the will of God. The great apostle was combating himself, as he says, earlier in the epistle, but Epaphras was too. You might say he was a lesser person, not nearly so prominent in service, but he was praying and combating earnestly. And he was not only praying for his own brethren, as “one of you”, one of the Colossians, but his affections were extending to those around, the saints in other places. That marked our brother. I think we should pause to think of what prayer means, that someone has prayed for us, because it raises the challenge with us as to whether those prayers have produced that result in us, this intent that we might stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

Now I thought of Colossians 3 because, again, a feature that characterised our brother was that his mind was on the things above. Even if his health affected his mind and memory, it did not affect this, that his mind and affections were on the things above, where Jesus is. That is where his affections were. It is a very important thing, where your affections are, where your mind is, what you are setting your mind on, and it is clear that our brother set an example in this, that his mind was always moving in that realm. He was always thinking of divine things, 

the things that are above. That is a challenge to us—How much are our minds set on the things above? No doubt the Lord used our brother’s circumstances and sufferings to bring this out, how he devoted himself in this kind of way. Those of us who are more active and able to go to business, and so on, have our minds taken up so much with other things, but this is what our minds should be set on as believers, “the things above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God”. 

And then, “your life is hid with the Christ in God”—a wonderful thing!—and the future is glory—“When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory”. That is where the future of the believer is, in glory—presently obscurity, presently what cannot be understood by the world; the life he has that is hidden. It is what our brother was referring to, a realm of divine affection, “hid with the Christ in God”—a realm of divine affections and divine interests. But the time will come when our brother, and every believer, will be manifested with Christ in glory. It is not now the time of manifestation, but we look forward to it and are encouraged by these things. Glory is the end for the believer. It is a question of what lies ahead now, and what lies ahead for our brother is glory; present blessedness and future glory. Well, may our hearts be encouraged, for His name’s sake. 

Words at the burial of Mr. Drummond Wallace, Glasgow, 19 February 1985 

(The first word given on this occasion was published in the August issue). 

 


Scripture references

Colossians 4:12-13 (JND) [12] Epaphras, who is [one] of you, [the] bondman of Christ Jesus, salutes you, always combating earnestly for you in prayers, to the end that ye may stand perfect and complete in all [the] will of God. [13] For I bear him witness that he labours much for you, and them in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis.

Colossians 3:1-4 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

Colossians 4 (JND) [1] Masters, give to bondmen what is just and fair, knowing that *ye* also have a Master in [the] heavens. [2] Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving; [3] praying at the same time for us also, that God may open to us a door of the word to speak the mystery of Christ, on account of which also I am bound, …

Colossians 3 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. …



THE PRESENT AND PERSONAL POWER OF CHRIST

J. McKay 

1 Kings 1: 38–40; John 11: 24, 25; 12: 31–33; 20: 17 

I would like, dear brethren, to say a word, if the Lord gives grace for it, as to the present and personal power of Christ. We have been challenged in our affections and in our minds by what has engaged us as to the matter of our responsibility. We are responsible. We have been richly blessed and the measure of our blessing is the standard of our responsibility. But we are greatly tested as we speak of our responsibility, whether it be personal, household, or collective. I think it would help us, dear brethren, to rise to the challenge which the Spirit of God would bring in, to realise the present and personal power of Christ which is active on our behalf. That is what gives the positive assurance that what is of God in these days of outward smallness and breakdown is going to be carried through in triumph. You may feel tested, you may feel weak, you may feel that in your locality things are fragmented and small; the divine answer is to return to God’s thoughts in relation to the Man who is holding the initiative at the end of the dispensation. That is what is stressed in John’s gospel. In John, as we have often been reminded, the Lord Himself holds the initiative right the way through. In spite of what men do, in spite of what failure there may have been, or the opposition which may exist, the Lord Himself is holding the initiative right to the end. I think that should be an immense comfort to us all. 

I began, not that I wish to say much about it, with the section in Kings where it says that King 

David was old. He was weak and he could not get any warmth. Now that represents, I think, some failure in responsibility. Something had happened in the history of David to cause deterioration. He was not as bright as he had been, and it was a question of putting on clothes. 

Christendom is full of that; in the absence of vitality, clothes are introduced to make things appear what they are not. It is not the divine answer. David had weakened morally. It says in relation to Adonijah his son that his father had not displeased him at any time by saying, 

“Why doest thou so?”, 1 Kings 1: 6. There was a weakening somewhere in the moral standard and as a consequence of that Adonijah exalts himself. Christendom is full of the exaltation of man; not persons whom God promotes, but persons who promote themselves. 

Now I think it is very interesting, dear brethren, to see the divine answer to this situation. 

David is recovered through the skill of Nathan the prophet. Thank God for the prophetic word amongst us; may it be preserved to us. It says, “by a prophet he was preserved”, Hosea 12: 13. We want to be preserved. We are in days of danger; we want to be preserved together in the full light of the prophetic word. So Nathan recalls David, as directed of God, to the divine standard that Solomon is to be king. The answer is not to condemn Adonijah; that is left completely; the divine answer is, as David says, “Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule ... and ... anoint him there king over Israel”. 

Dear brethren, I believe that the answer to failure in responsibility on our part is to return to God’s thought as to the Man who is to control everything. I think it is important for us to realise that He is in power. Do you realise that Christ is in power at this time? You look forward and you say, ‘Yes, there is a day coming when the 

earth will see His glory; all will acknowledge that He is the Man to control things’. Do you realise that He will never have any more power than He has at the moment? Paul speaks in Philippians 3: 21, of ‘the working of the power which He has even to subdue all things to Himself’. Dear brethren, I would like this occasion to be one of encouragement. If anyone is downcast here, if anyone is depressed, the great divine answer is to see that Christ has power currently to sustain us in relation to the whole course of God’s testimony. It is the complete and glorious answer to man’s failure in responsibility. 

In John 11 we find the Lord Jesus moving in relation to this family in Bethany. John 10 has witnessed His total rejection by the Jews. They took up stones to cast them at Him. The Jew totally rejected the Man of God’s choice. In the section that follows the Lord moves onwards powerfully right to death itself. It has been likened to the ark of the covenant going forward towards the waters of Jordan. It is a powerful movement. The Lord Jesus, in John, does not go in as a victim; He goes in as the great Invader, the One who will conquer the power of death, the One who is overcoming everything that is against God’s thoughts in blessing for His people; and on the way He comes to Bethany. 

We have spoken about Bethany in the reading, an exemplary place in many ways. Three persons were there and it tells us in chapter 11 verse 5 that Jesus loved them. “Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus”. It is an attractive scene, but the Lord wanted them to learn Him in a way in which they had never known Him before, and what comes into this setting in Bethany is tremendous discipline, sorrow which was crushing. Lazarus falls sick and the Lord is not there, and 

the sickness continues and ultimately Lazarus dies. You look round, dear brethren, and you see the enormous pressures that exist among the saints, and you wonder at it. Persons whom we may feel we could ill afford to lose from our midst, they are absent from these occasions; persons in this area whom we have been used to seeing at these occasions are missing, and we feel that. The Lord is intent, through the experience, on teaching us His own personal power in a way, perhaps, in which we did not know it previously. He loved them, indeed He did, but they had something to learn in relation to the glory of Jesus, and I believe that there is something for us to learn through the present pressures of our brethren in isolation, our brethren in very small circumstances sustaining burdens that some of us know little about. 

The Lord cares about these things and He would draw near to us as a Person who has immediate power in relation to the actual circumstances of His people. 

Now in verse 24, where we read, “Martha says to him, I know that he” (that is Lazarus) “will rise again in the resurrection in the last day”. Perfectly true. A perfectly just statement of a faith that was common to all believers, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day”. But notice that the statement in itself is completely unconnected with the Person and glory of Christ Himself. The Lord says in answer to it, “I am the resurrection and the life”. Dear brethren, I believe we need to get to know the Lord in this way. Others have said that we shall never know any feature of truth rightly until we see it in relation to the Person of Christ. So here Martha says, “I know that he will rise ... in the last day”; the Lord says, “I am the resurrection and the life”. The Lord has present power to come into that situation of sorrow and to bring about a total and complete remedy to it. The Spirit would help us to 

trust Him more.. God has trusted Him; we need to trust Him. There is a verse in the Psalms that has often attracted me as to God Himself. It speaks of “God ... thou confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of the distant regions of the sea”, Psalm 65: 5. Can we stimulate one another, dear brethren, in relation to confidence in the supremacy of divine power in spite of outwardly sorrowful and difficult circumstances? 

The Lord says, “I am the resurrection”; the answer to death, the answer to the sorrow of it. 

“And the life”, that is, the bringing in of what is positive according to God lies in the present power of Christ. I think we should be encouraged (young ones amongst us need to be encouraged) that Christ has the power in His hand at the moment for every exigency which may arise. At the beginning of Revelation He presents Himself, does He not, as the One who has “the keys of death and of hades”, Revelation 1: 18. There is nothing that can come against the saints that is not subject to the control of Christ. As Creator, He is supreme in the universe, but as Man, everything is His by right of conquest and there is nothing that can come against us unless He allows it to. He allowed certain things in chapter 11 of John’s gospel, and He allowed them for a reason, so that when we come to John 12, as we have often said, the Lord has a greater place among them than He ever had before. Dear brethren, is it so? Can it be so, that in the presence of the sorrow we find the unfailing and unfaltering support of Christ Himself, the One whose personal power is not only equal to meet the need, but to bring us into life?—“I am the resurrection and the life”. 

When we come to John 12: 31, we read, “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out; and I, if I be 

lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”; this is the complete answer to all the scattering that has happened—“the children of God who were scattered abroad”, John 11: 52. We are in the presence of a confused condition publicly. The great divine answer is that the One who has been into death and come out of it becomes the attractive centre for all that is of God. The completeness of this verse is impressive, “Now is the judgment of this world”. All that is going on in man’s world is but for a time; “the world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity”, 1 John 2: 17. The Lord says, “Now is the judgment of this world”, that is the termination of everything that belongs to Satan’s system, “now shall the prince of this world be cast out”. Supreme power in Christ will remove the challenger, not only the challenge but the one through whom it has come; and then He says, “and I ... “. O, dear brethren, can our affections be moved today in relation to the present power that He has? 

“I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”. 

The lifting up of Christ in John’s gospel is treated of in various ways. The first one stresses that it is essential, ‘the Son of man must be lifted up’. It was essential if the great work of redemption was to be accomplished that the death of Christ should happen. Then He speaks to the Jews in chapter 8 saying, ‘When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man’. How solemn is man’s failure in responsibility! The Jew was responsible. ‘When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am He’, John 8: 28. The truth of the greatness of who Christ was dawned on them at that moment, when they lifted Him up on a cross. 

But in John 12 the reference is unique and what it stresses is the greatness of the Person who 

was lifted up; and not only that, but His supreme power! “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth”— out of the earth; notice that. As Mr. Raven taught, the Lord did not die on the earth. 

It was impossible that He should die in the scene where He glorified God. He was lifted up out of the earth, but He was in a position in which men could see Him. Oh, have you had a glimpse of Christ in that position? It is like the brazen serpent lifted up in the wilderness. 

Everyone that looked, lived (Numbers 21: 8). It is very interesting in that passage that the fiery serpents are not removed, they are still there, the danger still exists, but God has the answer and the brazen serpent is lifted up upon a pole. It is God’s answer; and everyone who looked, lived. So the stress in this passage is that He is lifted up out of the earth. There is something that is drawing us, dear brethren, out of the earth, away from what is material, away from what is passing, away from what is so transitory, attracting us in relation to the One who is the divine centre. “Will draw all to me”—O, dear brethren, He would wean us away from earthly pleasures, from things that we shall have to leave anyway; He would draw us. His personal power would attract us away from these things and He would seize us in relation to the greatness of the divine system. 

In John 20 we have the same Person and He is speaking with the same power and the same authority. Nobody could doubt Mary’s affection. She had been at the tomb. She had been alone there in the early morning. The Lord was glad to see her there. Then the Lord says, where we read, “Touch me not”. What does this mean? In the previous passage we have had the impression that He would draw us out of the earth. Here I think, we see the danger of our holding Him in relation to what is 

earthly. You know, there are a lot of Christians like that. They would hold Christ in relation to their own circumstances. They would like His power to be used simply for their benefit, simply to open up the way through for them, to avoid, perhaps, undue pressures in their circumstances. They would like the Lord’s power to be exerted entirely in relation to what they need in their circumstances on the earth. Christianity is a heavenly thing and if the Lord draws us out of the earth. He is drawing us in relation to heaven, and if He has power on the earth, if He is the resurrection and the life, and we can prove that in earthly circumstances, we can also prove that His initiative extends into this heavenly realm into which He would lead those who are available to Him. 

Can I appeal to every heart here as to whether we can be more available to the present power of Christ? He says, ‘Touch Me not, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, I ascend’. The voice of power! The voice of supreme authority!— 

“I ascend”. It is not that He is taken up; Luke’s gospel gives us that. He was raised from among the dead, as the scripture says, “by the glory of the Father” (Romans 6: 4), and carried up!—wonderful indication of divine favour! But here, His personal power is evident in the words, “I ascend”. May we have a glimpse of Christ, not only as the One who can come in in relation to our sorrows and circumstances here, but the One who is moving upwards in view of what is being secured for God in these days. Who else could speak like that—“I ascend”? 

He goes up in the right of His own Person, ascending up where He was before, but He goes up as Man. 

Never had man been in the presence of God like that before. He is as Man in final conditions in heaven and we are to prove His service as He moves 

upwards, and as He comes amongst us. 

I believe we get some touch of this on the Lord’s day as we are together. He comes in at the time of the Supper and He comes to where the disciples are. He comes to our immediate circumstances and He has sufficient power for them in every detail. Then He would extend that power and our experience of it, so that the moment comes in the service when, according to the beginning of John 17. He lifts His eyes to heaven and says, “Father”. “I ascend”; when the Lord moves upwards, dear brethren, we want to make sure that we are free to move with Him, for it is in His power that the service of God is sustained. His power is not only sufficient to answer every failure in human responsibility, it is sufficient to furnish all that God ever desired from man. He wants us with Him in that. If His power affects us in the meeting of our circumstances, and is sufficient to draw us away from what is earthly, let us not miss the experience also of the power that will introduce us into heavenly and eternal circumstances. 

Thus we may see that the power of Christ is the divine answer at the end of the dispensation. 

We can trace it right through this gospel. In John 21 disaster had occurred and Peter had led them astray. Peter was a professional fisherman; he knew how to do it; but the time came when he just moved of his own accord, independent of the initiative of Christ, and he had to be brought back. We have all had to be brought back. We have all had to be brought back to the point where we recognise that Christ is the One who is to have control. So you reach the point where He says, “Come and dine”, John 21: 12. There is much to enjoy. For many of us maybe Christianity is not enough enjoyment, and I think that it may be because we do not have enough confidence in the Man whom 

God has entrusted with everything. 

That is my impression, dear brethren, that the answer to any sense of inadequacy on our part in responsibility is to see that the power of Christ bears on us right at the end. Let us not seek alternatives. Moses, great man as he was, at one point in wilderness history sought an alternative. You will read about it in Numbers. He turned to one called Hobab—whom Mr. 

Taylor described as ‘a child of the wilderness’—and he said, “thou wilt be to us for eyes”, Numbers 10: 31. Do not let us seek an alternative, dear brethren, to the initiative and power of Christ. Again, in Numbers 10 the divine answer is immediate, not in condemning Hobab, not even in condemning Moses, but in an immediate movement of the ark. The ark moved of itself, and I think that is the point to which the Spirit of God would bring us, that Christ has the initiative and it is for our encouragement and stimulation that it is so. Let us trust Him; let us see that in spite of the weakness, of which we are only too conscious. He is going to see the testimony through in triumph and the end is going to be glorious. 

The prospect that lies before us is wonderful! He will call us up; we shall meet the Lord in the air! He is not coming back to the earth; He has already glorified God on the earth; He is not coming back to it. I suppose, in the light of that passage in John’s gospel, He will draw us out of it actually, will He not? We shall rise and we shall meet Him in the air. May we be encouraged by these things, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Malvern
31 May 1985 

 


Scripture references

1 Kings 1:38-40 (JND) [38] And Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon. [39] And Zadok the priest took the horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, Long live king Solomon! [40] And all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them.

John 11:24-25 (JND) [24] Martha says to him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day. [25] Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live;

John 12:31-33 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. [33] But this he said signifying by what death he was about to die.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

1 Kings 1:6 (JND) [6] And his father had not grieved him at any time in saying, Why doest thou so? and he was also a very comely man; and [his mother] bore him after Absalom.

Hosea 12:13 (JND) [13] And by a prophet Jehovah brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Psalms 65:5 (JND) [5] By terrible things in righteousness wilt thou answer us, O God of our salvation, thou confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of the distant regions of the sea.

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 12:31 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out:

John 11:52 (JND) [52] and not for the nation only, but that he should also gather together into one the children of God who were scattered abroad.

1 John 2:17 (JND) [17] And the world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity.

John 8:28 (JND) [28] Jesus therefore said to them, When ye shall have lifted up the Son of man, then ye shall know that I am [he], and [that] I do nothing of myself, but as the Father has taught me I speak these things.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Numbers 21:8 (JND) [8] And Jehovah said to Moses, Make thee a fiery [serpent], and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 21:12 (JND) [12] Jesus says to them, Come [and] dine. But none of the disciples dared inquire of him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord.

Numbers 10:31 (JND) [31] And he said, Leave me not, I pray thee, because thou knowest where we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou wilt be to us for eyes.

Numbers 10 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. [3] And when they shall blow with them, the whole assembly shall gather to thee at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …



“GIVE PLACE TO THIS MAN”

A. Duthie 

Luke 14: 7–10; Revelation 4: 1 

I have been thinking, beloved, about this matter of giving place to this Man. It is a wonderful thing that we should give place to Christ. That is what this section means, and as thinking about our beloved brother whose body we are about to commit to the Lord we think of the hymn which he often used to quote— 

‘We bless Thee, Lord, Thou lov’st to take Thy place 

Amongst Thine own, who taste Thy boundless grace; 

‘Tis thus we know Thee as Thou’rt known above 

In heav’nly glory—home of perfect love’. (Hymn 84) 

He used to say, ‘We would give Thee Thy place, Lord, because Thou hast taken our place’. 

The sense of the place that the Lord Jesus had in our brother’s soul used to affect me as I sat beside him. The Lord Jesus took your place and mine. He was abandoned by God—that should have been our position, but the Lord Jesus took that place in order that the great work of atonement and redemption should be accomplished and be completely and eternally established. That is one of the treasures our brother will carry through to the eternal day. 

Then there will be no Bibles or hymn books or ministry, but there will be the treasure that God will bring out from every lover of Himself in relation to His divine service and for the satisfaction of His own affections. 

Proverbs 8: 21 says, “... that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasuries”. What a treasury our brother had in his appreciation of the place Christ took for him on the cross. Christ was crucified, He died, and was buried, and He was raised for our justification, therefore we are obligated to ‘give place to this Man’. What a Man He is! He is the Man for the satisfaction of the heart of God, and He is enough to satisfy your heart and your soul and your affections, and mine. 

Oh, dear brethren, let us covet this, to give place to this Man. No other is entitled to the first place. Well may Paul, writing to the Colossians, say that Christ is to have the first place in all things. Sometimes, you know, it is business that has the first place, and maybe your home has the next place, and Christ has the last place, but I feel that as a result of our being together on this occasion we should be prepared to give Christ the first place. He is knocking; that is what He was doing in Laodicea—“Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking”. His knocking may be in a circumstance; death is a circumstance, and He is knocking in your heart, and in mine, in order that He might have a greater place in our affections. He says, “If any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me”, Revelation 3: 20. That is a wonderful appeal; it is the voice of Christ. What a thing it is to have a sense in the soul of His speaking to us and then, as in the section we have read, to give place to this Man. 

I read the verse in the Revelation because it will not always be a matter of our taking “the last place”. Our brother is now absent from the body and present with the Lord, awaiting the body of glory. What a time it will be when the body of glory will be equal to what has been wrought in soul formation, when there will be no more limitations. What is formed here in the scene of testimony will be brought out in glory in a coming day. What treasures there will be in the souls and affections of those who have given Christ the first place, those who have heard His voice and who have, in the power of the Holy Spirit, kept the good deposit. Then God will bring out into display those wonderful treasures that have been formed here. 

In this section John was in the isle of Patmos for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 

Our brother was here in Aberdeen for the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. “The spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus” (Revelation 19: 10); God delights to see the testimony of Jesus continued down here in the power of the Spirit. The Spirit is here and there is a testimony rendered by those who are in relation to the glorified Man in heaven, those who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. So John says, “The time is near”, (Revelation 1: 3). We are, in the closing days of the dispensation; the time is near. The Lord Himself is to come for us and “we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them ... to meet the Lord in the air”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 17. Our brother’s communion is continuing with the blessed Saviour whom he loved. His body will lie in the grave, but he is present with the Lord. His communion with Him continues and he is awaiting the resurrection and the body of glory of which our brother has spoken. 

Let us be encouraged, dear brethren, so that we ‘give place to this Man’; then we find that there is a door opened in heaven and a voice says, “Come up here”. There you get the place of exaltation. Here is the place of limitation and suffering for the truth and for the testimony, but it will not always be that; there will be a time when the voice says, “Come up here”. It was a wonderful thing when John got an insight into what this means. Later on he says, “He carried me away in the Spirit, and set me on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, having the glory of God” (Revelation 21: 10). 

Well, let us be encouraged to give place to this Man and to see that the great end in view is that there is a door opened in heaven and a voice saying, “Come up here”. May the Lord bless the word for His name’s sake. 

Word at the burial of Mr. J. Addison, Aberdeen
14 February 1985




Scripture references

Luke 14:7-10 (JND) [7] And he spoke a parable to those that were invited, remarking how they chose out the first places, saying to them, [8] When thou art invited by any one to a wedding, do not lay thyself down in the first place at table, lest perhaps a more honourable than thou be invited by him, [9] and he who invited thee and him come and say to thee, Give place to this [man], and then thou begin with shame to take the last place. [10] But when thou hast been invited, go and put thyself down in the last place, that when he who has invited thee comes, he may say to thee, Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have honour before all that are lying at table with thee;

Revelation 4:1 (JND) [1] After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the first voice which I heard as of a trumpet speaking with me, saying, Come up here, and I will shew thee the things which must take place after these things.

Proverbs 8:21 (JND) [21] that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasuries.

Revelation 3:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I stand at the door and am knocking; if any one hear my voice and open the door, I will come in unto him and sup with him, and he with me.

Revelation 19:10 (JND) [10] And I fell before his feet to do him homage. And he says to me, See [thou do it] not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and [the fellow-bondman] of thy brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Do homage to God. For the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,



DELIERANCE FROM IDOLATRY





F. C. Mutton 

Hosea 14: 8; 1 Thessalonians 1: 9, 10 

I feel impressed, beloved brethren, with the great importance of deliverance from idolatry. 

Satan’s constant effort is to divert us from simple occupation with the will of God and the purpose of God and devotion to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What a fine point this is which is reached at the end of this prophecy in which Jehovah’s concern and grief as to the state of the people is so evident and in which He pleads with them, appeals to them, and warns them. Jehovah was looking forward to His people reaching the point where, extricated from what would hinder, they say, “What have I to do any more with idols?” What a fine point this is for us all to reach. It implies superiority to the idols. It implies that we rise to the height of what is proper to us. “What have I to do any more with idols?” And what have we to do with them, dear brethren?—we who are called to be the brethren of Christ, and the sons of God, who are the subjects of His eternal purpose, chosen in 

Christ before the world’s foundation. What have we any more to do with idols? They are to become despicable to us. There is, of course, the side that idolatry needs to be judged and named because it comes in some very deceptive forms. The enemy sees to that. But one is impressed with this idea that we should be superior to it. “What have I to do any more with idols?” They are unworthy of us. 

The enemy is all the time seeking to introduce them, in new forms as well as old ones. We do not need to go over what may be an idol. What may be a danger or a temptation to me might not be to you. The enemy knows just what to present to each of us as an idol. It could be worldly things in my home, and he is multiplying these temptations. I suppose, as we think of Christians generally, radio and television are among the most powerful forms of idolatry to divert Christians from their true calling. Thank God that such things have been named among us and I am sure we are all united in our condemnation of them. But there are many others and there is a constant flow under the enemy’s direction and influence of things that are worldly in character which he would infiltrate. It might be my business, my home, or even my family. It could be what I read, sport or hobbies—something that the enemy is able to enlarge beyond its right and legitimate setting so that it diverts my affections and committals away from the Lord Jesus. Well, may we be strengthened, rising in the Spirit’s power to the status and dignity which are properly ours. And in that light we look down on these things. 

We name them and we despise them as being below our dignity, and below our interest—“What have I to do any more with idols?” 

Jehovah is observing this process, observing it with the greatest interest; “I answer him and I will observe him”. These struggles may be particularly found with young people. The eye of the Lord Jesus is upon us in them and He observes, observes with approval and pleasure, when one reaches this point and by the Spirit rises superior to the temptations. Then he, the believer, can say, “I am like a green fir-tree”. What a happy thing it is to be conscious of the normality of Christian life and Christian state, green in all weathers, in all seasons. We think of that when we pray for our beloved brethren in pressure, sorrow and anxiety at the present time. Oh may the divine resources be experienced! What a triumph it is that in pressure and adversity, in the winter season, this greenness is still there, as well as in times that are more favourable and congenial. A fir-tree is green all the time, the evidence of resource from without—in our case, resource in Christ and the Holy Spirit. In another sense it is resource from within, the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. 

Then we have another divine comment, “From me is thy fruit found”. That is, instead of the barrenness and emptiness Godward of idolatry. God is the Source now of fruitfulness for His own pleasure. This is a great comfort, dear brethren. Whatever circumstances we are found in—some are in great isolation and smallness—fruit for God is being yielded in your situation and in mine. And the source of it is in the Father, in Christ, and in the Holy Spirit, fruitfulness where once there was barrenness. 

I thought this was illustrated in 1 Thessalonians. We know the idolatrous surroundings of these assemblies in which the gospel became effective. We were reading in the house as to Ephesus with its gross and dark idolatry and how they burned their books of charms. What a divine operation! And here in Thessalonica they had “turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God”. Well, beloved, may this be true of us. Then we can say in the spirit of Ephraim, “What have I to do any more with idols?” Our faces are now turned, and our lives are directed, in relation to God, the living and true God. These are profound expressions. The living God is not far from us; He is not indifferent to us; He has a living interest in us, and we prove that as faith is in exercise. He is true to His own work, infinitely so! “And to await his Son from the heavens”—what a preservation this is from idolatry! 

May we be preserved in the simplicity of Christianity which really is summed up in these expressions. We are not serving idols now; we are serving a living and true God, and we are awaiting His Son from the heavens. What an occupation! Is it not sufficient to engage all our faculties and every resource we have? If I may so say, what a noble matter it is, what a noble attitude of mind, to serve a living and true God. It is the character of service which He has had from His Beloved, of whom He spoke as “my servant”. And then we are waiting. Our life is not here. We are maintained in greenness, like the fir-tree, and we await His Son from the heavens. He waits, and we wait. We wait for Jesus, the One who has been raised from among the dead, the centre of our life, the centre of the world to which we belong. He is now our Saviour, our Head, our Deliverer from the coming wrath. So we are to go forward, beloved, preserved from every element and claim and temptation of idolatry, held in relation to the true God and awaiting His Son from the heavens. May it be increasingly true of us for His glory. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Plainfield, N.J.
29 May 1984 

(The other words given on this occasion were printed in the March 1985 issue). 

 


Scripture references

Hosea 14:8 (JND) [8] Ephraim [shall say], What have I to do any more with idols? (I answer [him], and I will observe him.) I am like a green fir-tree. From me is thy fruit found.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.



“BE YE READY”

(Matthew 24: 44) 

J. Stenhouse 

Ready, whether young or old; 

“Be ye ready”, we are told; 

Ready for t’will not be long, 

Whether weak or whether strong. 

Ready, when the morning shines, 

Also when day declines. 

Ready when the noon is bright, 

Also in the silent night. 

Ready when our skies are blue 

And when they are cloudy too. 

Ready if in joy or pain, 

Thinking of eternal gain. 

Whether we’re in peace or strife, 

Ready—ready all our life. 

Ready for the Saviour’s voice; 

Let this be our blessed choice. 

Ready for the coming day, 

Ready for eternity. 

Bathurst, N.S.W. 

We are grateful to some readers who have told us that Mr. J. H. Lewis was the author of the poem ‘Fragrance for Christ’, published in the May 1985 issue. The poem was based on an experience in a Swedish forest. Our brother was a frequent visitor to Sweden in the early decades of this century—Ed. 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Rushdene Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9NJ

 


Scripture references

Matthew 24:44 (JND) [44] Wherefore *ye* also, be ye ready, for in that hour that ye think not the Son of man comes.
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