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CHOSEN OF GOD


Isaiah 43:10,11;  Matthew 12:15-21;

1 Corinthians 1:27-31;  1 Peter 2:4-10

Another has said that the gospel is not exactly an invitation, but an announcement1.  It is the announcement of what God has done.   In each of these scriptures there are references to what God has chosen.  The first two must speak of the Man whom He has chosen.  God never makes a mistake: so if God has chosen One, that One should also be the choice of each one of us.  When God makes a choice, it is in perfect righteousness, and He is fully justified in what He has done.  

Some of us have been occupied today with the glory of the Man whom God has chosen, and what He means to God.  Many scriptures in the Old Testament, including where we have read in Isaiah, must speak prophetically of the Lord Jesus.  In the Psalms it says, “I have laid help upon a mighty one; I have exalted one chosen out of the people”, Ps.89:19.  That Psalm speaks about David, a type of the Lord Jesus, and in its fulness it must look onto the Lord Jesus Himself.  The same Psalm is quoted in the New Testament: it says, “I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will”, Acts 13:22.  It must speak of the Lord Jesus, because each and every one of us has done our own will; the Lord Jesus is the only One who perfectly fulfilled the will of God.  

What a Man He is for our affections.  It says elsewhere, “I lay for foundation in Zion … a tried stone”, Isa.28:16.  You think of the perfection of the Lord Jesus: He came into this scene and in the years from His birth to when He started in His public service here, what it meant to the Father that there was a Man here who did all His will and who was a “tried stone”.  God had looked down on the race, and as it says elsewhere, “there is not one that seeks after God”, Rom.3:11.  But there was one glorious Man here, the Man of God’s choice, who perfectly fulfilled the will of God.  We read of when His parents went to Jerusalem to look for Jesus and when they found Him He said to them, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2:49.  What it meant to God, to the Father, that there should be a Man here in whom He found His complete and supreme delight.  God is now setting Him forth as a glorious Saviour.  It says here, “and understand that I am HE: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me.  I, I am Jehovah; and besides me there is no saviour”.  We are often told that Jehovah of the Old Testament is the Lord Jesus in the New.  What a Saviour we have!  We can put our complete trust in the One whom God has chosen.

The Lord Jesus came into this scene to do His Father’s will.  “Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me – To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight”, Ps.40:7,8.  There we see a Man who was altogether different from every other man.  We read the scripture earlier today about Judas, and saw how Satan entered into him, and the evil that Judas did; but there was also Peter who, in his zealous love for the Lord Jesus, thought he could rely upon his own strength, but he was found wanting.  Every other man has to go.  If God has chosen “the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim.2:5), He has no one else in view: He has removed every other man altogether.  The scripture says, “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”, Heb.10:9.  God has established that Man and has “exalted one chosen out of the people”.  It is wonderful that in this great period of grace, a glorious Man has been exalted, and is now sitting at God’s right hand having been tried and found faithful.  He perfectly did the will of God.  

We read, “I, I am Jehovah; and besides me there is no saviour”.  There is only one Saviour, “for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved”, Acts 4:12.  How attractive He is to our hearts!  He endured in patient, lowly service here to men, “doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil”, Acts 10:38.  Yet what His perfection exposed was the awful character of the natural man, the hatred against the Lord Jesus.  Did it alter His pathway?  No, He was here to do the will of Another.  Nothing diverted Him from that pathway; whatever the situation, He moved in obedience to the Father’s will.  

We are often reminded of the “fine flour mingled with oil” (Lev.2:4 and other references) which speaks of the perfection of the manhood of the Lord Jesus.  These features stand in contrast to every other man; they are features of the One whom God has chosen.   And I repeat, if God has chosen Him, it is a blessed matter to make Him your choice too.  He has done everything for you.  “I, I am Jehovah; and besides me there is no saviour”.  We have all gone astray and have done our own will, and we all need a Saviour.  Whether the worst kind of man or the best in this world’s view, we need a Saviour.  Our Lord has gone the way of suffering and temptation in wondrous perfection – suffering at the hands of men, given a crown in mockery and hatred, betrayed by “mine own familiar friend” (Ps.41:9), denied by one who loved Him.  How much was against the Lord Jesus, but He went on His way, onward to the cross.

If you and I are to have Jesus as our glorious Saviour, if you and I are to be redeemed, He had to go that way of suffering and shame.  He is the One who always did good, “But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this man and release Barabbas to us”, Luke 23:18.  Over against the Man of God’s choosing, this world’s choice was to crucify the Lord of glory.  He allowed Himself to be taken that way.  He said, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me”, Matt 26:39.  The perfection of the Lord Jesus, the perfection of His manhood!  The same One is “over all, God blessed for forever” (Rom.9:5), but we should be affected by the perfection of the manhood of the Lord Jesus.  

He allowed Himself to be taken that way, to be spat upon and be falsely accused; think of men buffeting Him (Matt.26:67).  Then they say to Him when He was on the cross, “… save thyself.  If thou art Son of God, descend from the cross”, Matt 27:40.  He went that way for you and me, He went that way for all who have put their faith and trust in Him.  He has removed entirely the great liability that stood out against mankind; it was removed by that blessed One as He hung upon the cross, bearing the full judgment upon sin and sins of a holy and righteous God.  Think of the wrath of God against sin and sins: it was poured upon the head of Jesus: “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us”, 2 Cor.5:21.  On the cross He bore the sins of all who put their faith and trust in Him. Have you done that?  Can you say along with the apostle Peter in his first epistle, “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree” (chap.2:24)?  I rejoice that in the glad tidings we are able to proclaim that He “gave himself a ransom for all”, 1 Tim.2:6.  God “desires that all men should be saved” (v.4).  Such is the heart of God, that the Man of His choice has in wondrous perfection, and to the glory of God, given “himself a ransom for all”.  It says, “and he is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2:2.  But you have to take advantage of it.  

Having exhausted that judgment, His precious blood was shed.  It says, “but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water”, John 19:34.  Oh, the precious blood of Jesus!  Are you under the shelter of His blood?  It says, “and without blood-shedding there is no remission” (Heb.9:22); but that precious blood has been shed, and God is fully satisfied.  That is a wonderful thing: if God is fully satisfied with Jesus, we can be satisfied with Him too.  And then having exhausted the judgment, His precious blood having been shed, He was laid in the grave.  We spoke earlier of God taking away the first order of man altogether.  The placing of the Lord’s body in the grave speaks of the removal of that first order of man, vicariously, by Christ; and so in God’s sight the second order is established.  The Lord Jesus is now sitting at the right hand of God, a wonderful matter.  He “has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Rom.6:4.  All things have been committed into His hand.  He could say, “I lay down my life that I may take it again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself”, John 10:17,18.  He was “given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23), and yet ‘this world’s judgment stands recorded’2.  That judgment has not altered the heart of God towards men in any way.  It is wonderful, and it is a wonderful dispensation in which we live, that God is towards men in blessing; He is “not reckoning to them their offences”, 2 Cor.5:19.  It says, “For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him”, John 3:17.  What a God we have to do with: how righteous, how perfect is the choosing of God!  

The scripture in Matthew shows the kind of people that God, in wondrous grace, has chosen.  There were persons who took counsel against Him that they might destroy Him (v.14), but the Lord Jesus “withdrew thence”.  Great crowds followed and He healed them all.  He is still healing persons; that healing power remains, and He is available to heal whatever the condition might be.  I love that hymn,

‘And, though thy case discerning,

  No frown is on His brow.’       (Hymn 363)

When you speak to people, as some of us do in the course of work, they sometimes tell you about their troubles and grief and all that lies upon them; and you hardly know what to say.  But there is One, of whom the hymn says that He discerns your case, but still there is no frown on His brow.  He has the answer to every question.  He is able to meet the need of every heart – if only persons will come to Him in obedience and answer to God’s word.  

We read, “Behold my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, in whom my soul has found its delight.  I will put my Spirit upon him, and he shall shew forth judgment to the nations.  He shall not strive or cry out, nor shall any one hear his voice in the streets”.  How much noise and confusion there is in the world around, but this precious One in His service to men was always patient and gracious, displaying the heart of God to men, fully displaying grace and mercy.  It goes on to say, “a bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench”.  He came here to heal such.  Luke’s gospel speaks of Him in this way: “he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to the blind sight, to send forth the crushed delivered”, Luke 4:18.  He has the answer to every question, and it is in Himself.  It adds, “and on his name shall the nations hope”.  We belong to that class of persons, the nations.  Where is your hope?  Is your hope in that glorious One whom God has chosen?  The world may have its hope, but it is all going to be dashed, and it is dashed.  Death, corruption and violence mark this scene.  What hope is there in the world?  The scripture says, “having no hope, and without God in the world”, Eph. 2:12.  The two go together; but as trusting upon Him and on His name, we of the nations have hope.

The verse we read in Corinthians says, “But God has chosen the foolish things of the world, that he may put to shame the wise”, and it goes on to speak of God choosing what is foolish, weak, ignoble, and despised.  That refers to persons, and God has chosen them.  It is a wonderful thing that because of the work and Person of the Lord Jesus, God is able to choose such.  It goes on, “that he may annul the things that are; so that no flesh should boast before God”.  The world is full of boasting.  We have nothing to boast about save in the Saviour.  There is nothing in man and nothing that man after nature can do to please God, and God has seen to it that no flesh should boast before Him.  Our boast is to be in another Man altogether.  God has set aside the first order of man.  We are weak, and there is nothing that we can do for ourselves except to turn in repentance towards God, acknowledging our need, that we are indeed foolish, weak, and helpless and must call on the mercy and grace of God set forth in Jesus.  

Then we read, “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus”.  Can that be said of every one here?  If you have put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, you can take your place in that sentence: “But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness”.  How different from the foolish, ignoble and weak things!  What God has done in Christ is beyond our comprehension.  It goes on, “… holiness, and redemption; that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in the Lord”.  That is the believer’s only boast.  Men’s boasting will come to nothing, but those who boast in the Lord are those to whom He has been made wisdom, righteousness, holiness and redemption.  May each of us here be numbered among those who boast in the Lord.

The question then arises: ‘Is He Lord to me?’  Many souls are under the shelter of the precious blood of the Lord Jesus, but the question will arise as to whether we acknowledge Him as Lord, acknowledge His claim on us.  If He is Lord to me, then it changes my life altogether.  The scripture also says, “no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in the power of the Holy Spirit”, 1 Cor.12:3.  God has given of His own blessed Spirit; we have not power in ourselves; we have no strength of our own, but God is able to give us a power outside of ourselves.  That power is in God’s own Spirit, the indwelling Spirit.  How great and glorious these things are.

The scripture in Peter is well known: “To whom coming, a living stone”.  Is that the object of my life?  The word “coming” indicates that it is to be a constant matter.  I challenge myself: am I coming to Him, a living stone?  Peter goes on, “cast away indeed as worthless by men” – that is obvious in the world around – “but with God chosen, precious”.  And then in wondrous grace he adds, “yourselves also, as living stones”.  The scripture goes on to say, “Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame”.  No one who believes on the Lord Jesus is ever put to shame.  God has great blessings in mind for those who believe, those who know the blessed power of the Holy Spirit.  It says, “But ye are a chosen race”.  The building up that is referred to in verse 5 is going on now; it is the Spirit’s service throughout the entire Christian period.  The Lord Jesus is the corner stone and everything must take its bearings, its place, from the One who is the corner stone.  He is the One who is chosen, who so delights God that He has chosen a whole race in relation to Him.  

It is a wonderful thing that the believer can stand before God as “in Christ Jesus”, and be part of this great vessel, this great building that is going on.  Peter writes of “a people for a possession”: think of God securing for Himself myriads of persons like His beloved Son.  The object in mind is “that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; who once were not a people, but now God’s people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy”.  If our hearts are occupied with the glory and greatness of the things to which we have been called, we will never forget the mercy that has been shown us.  It all emanates from the heart of God Himself, and the One whom God has chosen is the glorious Centre of it.

May our hearts increase in appreciation of what God has in mind for those who believe, knowing Christ as the glorious Saviour, accepting Him as our Lord, and being here to show forth the excellencies of Him who has called us.  

May it be so, for His name’s sake.

 

Preaching of the gospel, Colchester

25 May 2025

 

Ian Barlow

 

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 43:10-11 (JND) [10] Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and my servant whom I have chosen; that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I [am] HE: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. [11] I, I [am] Jehovah; and besides me there is no saviour.

Matthew 12:15-21 (JND) [15] But Jesus knowing [it], withdrew thence, and great crowds followed him; and he healed them all: [16] and charged them strictly that they should not make him publicly known: [17] that that might be fulfilled which was spoken through Esaias the prophet, saying, [18] Behold my servant, whom I have chosen, my beloved, in whom my soul has found its delight. I will put my Spirit upon him, and he shall shew forth judgment to the nations. [19] He shall not strive or cry out, nor shall any one hear his voice in the streets; [20] a bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, until he bring forth judgment unto victory; [21] and on his name shall [the] nations hope.

1 Corinthians 1:27-31 (JND) [27] But God has chosen the foolish things of the world, that he may put to shame the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world, that he may put to shame the strong things; [28] and the ignoble things of the world, and the despised, has God chosen, [and] things that are not, that he may annul the things that are; [29] so that no flesh should boast before God. [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption; [31] that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in [the] Lord.

1 Peter 2:4-10 (JND) [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. [6] Because it is contained in the scripture: Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame. [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner, [8] and a stone of stumbling and rock of offence; [who] stumble at the word, being disobedient to which also they have been appointed. [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; [10] who once [were] not a people, but now God's people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy.

Psalms 89:19 (JND) [19] Then thou spakest in vision of thy Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon a mighty one; I have exalted one chosen out of the people.

Acts 13:22 (JND) [22] And having removed him he raised up to them David for king, of whom also bearing witness he said, I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who shall do all my will.

Isaiah 28:16 (JND) [16] Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I lay for foundation in Zion a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: he that trusteth shall not make haste.

Romans 3:11 (JND) [11] there is not the [man] that understands, there is not one that seeks after God.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Psalms 40:7-8 (JND) [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Psalms 40:7-8 (JND) [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Acts 10:38 (JND) [38] Jesus who [was] of Nazareth: how God anointed him with [the] Holy Spirit and with power; who went through [all quarters] doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

Acts 10:38 (JND) [38] Jesus who [was] of Nazareth: how God anointed him with [the] Holy Spirit and with power; who went through [all quarters] doing good, and healing all that were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.

Leviticus 2:4 (JND) [4] And if thou present an offering of an oblation baken in the oven, it shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil.

Psalms 41:9 (JND) [9] Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I confided, who did eat of my bread, hath lifted up [his] heel against me.

Luke 23:18 (JND) [18] But they cried out in a mass saying, Away with this [man] and release Barabbas to us;

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Romans 9:5 (JND) [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.

Matthew 26:67 (JND) [67] Then they spit in his face, and buffeted him, and some struck him with the palms of their hand,

Matthew 27:40 (JND) [40] and saying, Thou that destroyest the temple and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou art Son of God, descend from the cross.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

1 John 2:2 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world.

John 19:34 (JND) [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water.

Hebrews 9:22 (JND) [22] and almost all things are purified with blood according to the law, and without blood-shedding there is no remission.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

John 10:17-18 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

Acts 2:23 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain.

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.

John 3:17 (JND) [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him.

John 3:17 (JND) [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him.

Luke 4:18 (JND) [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered,

Ephesians 2:12 (JND) [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:

1 Corinthians 12:3 (JND) [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit.



FAITHFUL HOUSEHOLDS


Joshua 24:15;  Exodus 12:3-13; 16:13-19,23-26,30,31;  Luke 10:38,39,42

I wish to speak about our households, and the importance of keeping our households for Christ, and of making room for Him in them.  Households are very important: households make up the assembly.  In the book of the Acts, when Paul and those with him came to Philippi, you find “a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple”, Acts 16:14.  You might say she was a woman of the world, but that verse also says, “whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul”.  She made a very interesting statement: she said “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house” (v.15).  Later in that chapter Paul says to the jailor, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house” (v.31).  Our houses are very important in the formation of the assembly.  Paul’s epistle to the Philippians shows how important these households were.  Paul’s visit, recounted in Acts 16, led to the beginning of the assembly in Philippi.  Households are necessary to make room “to attend to the things spoken by Paul”, and to be “faithful to the Lord”.  It is a great challenge for believers today: we need to be faithful to the Lord.  

God has had households in His thoughts from the beginning.  God spoke to Moses and said, “Take the sum of the whole assembly of the children of Israel, after their families, according to their fathers’ houses, by the number of the names”, Num.1:2.  The number of the names refers to the individual, then the individuals comprise the house, and the houses compose the local assembly.  That requires persons that believe on the Lord Jesus and are faithful to Him, which led me to the book of Joshua.  He was a great man, and his objective was to bring the people into the land.  He had to overcome much; he had to be strong and courageous.  That is what God said to him: “Be strong and courageous”, Josh.1:6.  He was not to yield in any way to what was contrary.  He might have said, ‘Well, Moses has gone; what can I do, how am I going to go on by myself?’  God said, “Be strong and courageous”.  

Joshua made a commitment.  Has each one here made a personal commitment, a commitment that we will serve the Lord?  Joshua did not make such a commitment only for himself, but he said, “as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah”.  I would raise that question with each one of us, as to such a commitment.  I do not want to exclude the young ones; do not excuse yourself by saying that everything depends on your parents.  You have to serve the Lord yourself, you have to make that commitment yourself, that you will serve the Lord Jesus and you will work that out in your own house.  You can help your parents work it out, too, because the household is where the Lord’s things are worked out in detail in commitment to Him.

The apostle Paul was able to commend persons because the assembly was in their house – Aquila and Priscilla (see 1 Cor.16:19).  They were a husband and wife who held things rightly for the Lord.  They came across a brother, Apollos, who was not yet fully instructed in the truth and they “took him to them and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly”, Acts 18:26.  As a result he came into the assembly too, showing how things work out in a house.  Households are a sphere where commitment on our part is worked out, and it is good to make sure that each one in the house is committed to the Lord and His interests.  Often we rely on others, but every one of us needs to commit ourselves to the Lord in faithfulness: “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord”.  Lydia did not say, ‘Do you think I listened to what you said, Paul?’; she said, “If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord”.  I encourage us all, young and old, to be faithful to the Lord.  It is not exactly that you are called to be faithful to the brethren, but if you are faithful to the Lord, you will be faithful to them too, because the brethren desire to be faithful to Him.  That is how it works out.  Be faithful to Him!  If we are, we will find that everything in the household will be suited to Him, and there will be fresh food provided.

I wanted to speak about food in relation to households.  The passage we read in Exodus speaks about the passover lamb; it refers to the death of Christ.  We have been speaking about the world around us; the death of Christ would deliver us from this world.  How necessary that is, to be delivered from this world.  To be “counted worthy to have part in that world” (Luke 20:35) means that we must be done with this world.  That is what this lamb speaks of.  The passage says, “On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father’s house”.  It is not a lamb for the whole tribe of Israel, or the whole assembly of Israel; it is not a lamb for each tribe; it is a lamb for each house.  We are to come to value and appreciate the perfection and beauty of a “lamb … without blemish”.  The passage says, “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take it from the sheep or from the goats”.  It is a lamb that is perfect, absolutely perfect.  This lamb speaks of the Lord Jesus in type: come to love Him!  We are to appreciate Him in our houses.

The passover lamb had the liberty of the house, it was in the house.  Christ in the house is very precious, and He is to be attractive to each of us in the house.  How attractive: every person in the house would want to take care of the lamb.  The lamb was in the house four days; it would be appreciated there.  How long have you appreciated the life of Christ?  How long have you appreciated the work that He has done?  If you appreciate Him in His life here, you will come to value what He has done, represented by the lamb being killed on the fourth day.  The lamb was killed because blood had to be shed – we read later, “and when I see the blood, I will pass over you”.  It had to die.  We have spoken of how the Lord Jesus went into death; the death of the passover lamb speaks of Him going through death on our account so that those who believe are delivered from the judgment of death.  We must know deliverance from the judgment of death; if not, we cannot enjoy what the Lord wants for us, that is, life which is out of death.  

After the lamb was slain, its blood was taken and put on the two doorposts and on the lintel.  No one could go out of the house without passing out of the protection of the blood, and if anyone came into the house they came under its shelter.  “The blood of Jesus Christ … cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1:7.  The blood of Jesus protects you in the house.  In a believing household you are in a place of safety under the shelter of that blood: “And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you”.  God is looking at every house, and He says, ‘Is there blood on the doorposts and the lintel?’. A believing household is under the shelter of that precious blood.  Of course, each individual needs to believe that their personal salvation is secured by the shed blood of the Lord Jesus, and that cannot be taken away from you once you believe.  But what a place of safety is found in such a house.  If you go outside the house, if you leave its influence, you no longer have that protection.  Remain in the house, in a place where Christ and His interests, His assembly, are held dear.  Remain in a place that is safe, do not leave it.  

Rahab the harlot accepted the Israelite spies into her house, and protected them (see Josh.2:1-7).  She said, ‘I realise Jehovah is with you, I have heard what great things Jehovah has done for you, how He parted the Red Sea and how He destroyed the kings of the Amorites, how He destroyed Sihon and Og.  I am for you and for Jehovah’ (see vv.9-11).  Then she secreted the spies and sent them back another way.  She was rewarded, but what was preserved for Rahab was only what was in her house.  She had a scarlet line bound in her window while the children of Israel marched round the city of Jericho, seven days.  Every day the children of Israel went round, the people of Jericho wondered what was happening.  Maybe the world around wonders what you are doing, why you go to all these meetings.  But the Israelites kept going round, and on the seventh day, at God’s command, they went round seven times, the trumpets were sounded and the people shouted, and the walls of Jericho fell – except one wall.  The wall that did not fall was the wall in which Rahab’s house was.  That wall did not fall; it was a place of safety!  The place of safety is in the house where Jesus is appreciated, where the lamb is valued, where the shedding of that precious blood is valued.  The scarlet thread that Rahab had bound in her window was effective, and every one that was in her house was brought out and assimilated into the children of Israel, every one.  

There are no limitations from God’s side.  God is able for every person and every situation.  How do I know that?  Because of the blood of Christ, and God’s acceptance of it.  You have to put your faith in the blood.  Sometimes you may doubt, you may wonder, is the blood enough for everyone?   If you wonder about that, your faith is failing!  Be strong in your faith and in your trust in the blood of Jesus.  Faith assures you that the blood of Jesus is enough: “when I see the blood, I will pass over you”.  That is how God operates.  We find that the blood is there, and we have to put it on the doorposts and the lintels of our houses, and in such a place of safety we are able to eat the flesh, the flesh of the lamb roast with fire.  That suggests the pressure and the suffering that the Lord Jesus endured.  His atoning sufferings were immense.   We need to contemplate the sufferings of the Lord Jesus more.  How great these sufferings were.  The sufferings He endured at the hands of men were grievous, but the atoning sufferings He endured in taking on the judgment of sin were immense.  The wrath poured out on Him from a holy and righteous God, that judgment poured out on the head of Jesus, are suggested by the lamb being “roast with fire”.  The flesh was not to be boiled or eaten raw, but “roast with fire”.  

The sacrifice that Jesus made for you and me, the depths of sufferings that He endured, were so great!  We are to feed on and contemplate it, and that helps us to be done with this world.  You realise what this world is, and you want to eat of the flesh of the true Lamb, to feed on Him.  The Lord spoke of Himself as the true bread out of heaven (John 6:32-35).  Feed upon Him, the precious One who has so satisfied God’s heart.  That is how you come into “that world” – by feeding on Christ.  But first you must come to a true assessment of this world, and we do so, coming to a full end of it, as we feed upon Christ’s death and take it to ourselves.  We come to it that this world has no place for Christ, and we have to be done with it.

I read of the manna in Exodus 16 because it is what the Israelites fed on as they went through the wilderness.  Morally, we are going through the wilderness in our daily lives, and there are tests.  The children of Israel had become accustomed to what they fed on in Egypt.  They wanted to go back to it, they said they had flesh pots in Egypt, and they had bread (v.3), and they thought they had everything for their satisfaction.  You may think that there is provision for you in the world today, and you might want to go back.  In this chapter the people had come through the Red Sea and are going through the wilderness, and they want to fill their stomachs with bread and the flesh pots of Egypt.  But God provides for them, and He provides for them in a way that they had not expected.  God may provide for you in a way that you do not expect.  He provided food from heaven.  It says, “and in the morning the dew lay round the camp.  And when the dew that lay round it was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was something fine, granular, fine as hoarfrost, on the ground”.  Here was something that they had never seen before.  They “said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was”.  Maybe you have heard some things this weekend and you say, ‘What is it?’.  That is a good thing to ask.  If you do not know about something, ask.  If you do not ask, you will never know.  The children of Israel asked, and “Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat”.  

The manna is another type of Christ: something fine, granular, “as hoarfrost, on the ground”.  It speaks of the manhood of Jesus seen in perfection here on the earth, in this same scene in which we are.  Jesus walked in this world as a Man in absolute perfection.  The description “fine, granular” suggests the perfection seen in every detail of His life.  There was nothing out of place in the life of Jesus, everything that He did satisfied the heart of the Father: “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2:49.  He said that as a boy of twelve.  I do not think that the Lord was referring to His work in the carpentry business, as Joseph did, but He is speaking about His Father in the heavens.  He was occupied with what was in heaven.  I would encourage us all to keep occupied with what is in heaven.  That is what happened here, with the Israelites.  What was gathered was there on the ground, and it was all brought into the tent, a place of safety.  From the tent you can go out and gather, gather for yourself.   

Moses said, “This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat ... Gather of it every man according to what he can eat, an omer a poll”.  God will give you a measure.  You may say, ‘I am just a girl’ or ‘I am just a boy’; ‘I am not a man’.  Go and gather anyway!  Read the Scriptures, read about the Lord Jesus, read the gospels.  They will tell you about Him walking on this earth in adverse conditions, the kind of conditions you are walking in today; as a believer you are walking in adverse conditions.  Jesus walked in such conditions, and He gives us an example of how to walk.  We can feed on the life of that blessed One, the true manna.  Every step that He took is for us to contemplate.  How pleasing His pathway was to His Father.  The Lord says, “the Father who abides in me, he does the works”, John 14:10.  He also says, “My Father worketh hitherto and I work”, John 5:17.  How wondrous the works of the Father and the Son, and the work that the Son was given to do which led Him to the cross, alone.  Dwell on these works, contemplate them; bring them into your tent as it were, and enjoy them.  You will find there is enough, there is never a shortage.  In the wilderness there was never a shortage of food for the Israelites, because God provided the manna; it came down from heaven.  There was never a shortage, and there was never any left over.  Some of them tried to save some over (see v.20).  You may say ‘I will save some for another day’.  Do not leave it for another day; when you get a touch of Christ, enjoy it; assimilate it into your being.  The world may teach you to save something for a later day, but when you have an impression of Christ, feed on it freshly, partake of it, enjoy it, enter into it.  It is how you become like Him. 

That is what we need to do: in the place where He was and where He walked, we are to be like Him.  The gospels tell us how He walked here, but as we feed upon and contemplate Him where He is now, the Man in “that world”, we will find we can be like Him where He was, which is where we also are now, in this world.  We cannot deny that we are in this world, but we can live in the light of another world that is far superior to anything in this world.  Of the manna it is said that they “gathered, some much, some little” and they gathered with a measure.  God does not give by measure, but they were told to gather by measure, “an omer a poll”.  The thought of measure relates to our limitation: our limitation dictates the measure.  You will know when you gather whether you are able to gather more.  It brings to mind what was said earlier, ‘Do not read Scripture or the ministry because you have to’.  Some children go to school and study because they have to.  If you do not study you will fail your exams, so you have to study.  But do not read the Scriptures because you have to; read them because you enjoy them. You will find that the more you read the more you will enjoy it, and your measure will increase.  You will find you are able to take more in, and to enjoy more of the affection and majesty and beauty of the Lord Jesus Himself.  

There came a day in the week when they had to gather twice as much.  You say, ‘I thought they were not supposed to keep any over’.  God made provision; God never omits anything, and He made provision so they could gather twice as much, because they were not to gather on the sabbath.  It says, “bake what ye will bake, and cook what ye will cook; and lay up for yourselves all that remains over, to be kept for the morning”.  Here was an opportunity for something to be kept, but it was only kept because the next day was a day of rest.  You can only enter into the rest of God and the rest of Christ as you have this food to partake of.  As you feed on Christ you will find that you can enter into this rest; you can appreciate the rest of God.  God laboured in the making of the earth and then He rested on the seventh day.  He has made a day of rest for us where we can rest in Christ.  We can take time to enjoy the perfection and beauty of that blessed One: “And the people rested on the seventh day”.  What did they find when they gathered the manna?  They found that the manna was “like coriander-seed, white; and the taste of it was like cake with honey”; they tasted the sweetness and perfection and beauty of Christ.  Here it is seen in its sweetness and its perfection.  It is something that you desire to eat, and the children of Israel came to know that, to recognise that.  I trust each one of us will find that we have plenty to partake of, and as we do, we will find that our measure will increase as we enjoy it.  The result will be a fuller answer secured for the glory of God.

In Luke we have read about persons holding their houses ready.  In chapter 7, there is a Pharisee who wanted Jesus to come into his house (vv.36-50).  Perhaps you say, ‘Well, I have heard so much about these things this weekend that I would love to have Jesus in my house’.  The Pharisee had Jesus in his house, and then he ignored Him.  If you are going to have Jesus in your house, you must make room for Him.  And if you are going to have Jesus in your heart, you must make room for Him there.  That means everything else has to go.  There is a woman in that chapter who came into the Pharisee’s house, and she knew and provided what was needed of herself.  She provided in abundance, she wept at His feet and washed His feet with her tears, then she wiped His feet with the hairs of her head.  The Lord had to speak to that Pharisee who had invited Him into his house.  We need to allow the Lord into our houses, and give Him His true place there.  

Martha had a house.  It does not say it was Lazarus’s house, although he was in the house too, but it is Martha’s house.  So it may be the house of a sister: things are not limited to brothers.  The opportunity is there for the food supply to be provided by sisters in the house.  The woman of worth took her husband’s interest to heart when he was away, and she provided for her house (see Prov.31:10-31).  A sister can provide for the house, she comes under the authority of the husband of course, the headship of the husband, if there is one, but she can provide what is necessary for the household.  Martha “received him into her house”.  Martha is not like the Pharisee in chapter 7, the Pharisee did not attend to Jesus, but Martha attended to Jesus.  She was serving Him and she was giving Him what He needed.  

In Martha’s house there was another sister, Mary, and she sat at the feet of Jesus and “was listening to his word”.  Dear young one, if Jesus is in your household, as I believe He is in every house represented here, then sit at His feet and listen to His word.  You cannot listen if you are speaking.  Sometimes we speak and speak, and when we do that, we are not listening.  Listening is not just hearing, listening is paying attention to what is being said.  That is what Mary was doing, she was listening to His word.  The words of Jesus that came out of His mouth, the words that He spoke, were wonderful.  He is the One in whom grace and truth subsists; we can be sure that every thing coming out of His mouth is absolutely perfect.  Is that available today in your house, in the power of the Holy Spirit?  If so, you will be prepared to enter into “that world”.  I would encourage each of us to be found sitting at the Lord’s feet like Mary was, listening to His word.  

Zacchæus is another example of a man who wanted to see Jesus.  He knew that Jesus was going to pass by, and he said ‘I would love to see Jesus; how can I see Him?   I am too small, so I am going to run ahead and climb a tree, and then I will look down and see Jesus’ (see Luke 19:1-10).  If you make an effort to see Jesus, He knows that you really want to see Him, and He appreciates that.  He stopped, and said to Zacchæus, “make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house” (v.5).  The Lord wanted to go into the house of Zaccheus, and He says, “To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham”.  Jesus took account of the fact that Zacchæus wanted to see Him, who He was.  Dear young one, do you desire to see Jesus?  Do you want to sit at His feet and truly listen to His word?  It is not just a passing glance, a passing view, not just hearing what is being said in the background, or thinking that I can listen and work and do other things at the same time.  If you are going to listen, you have to have everything focussed on Him, your whole heart and soul focussed on Jesus.  

You will find such an attitude, an interest in Jesus, in the houses of believers.  You will also find it in gatherings of the brethren, where Jesus is held in high regard as the Man in heaven, the centre of “that world” we have been speaking about.  He is the Man who has done everything to satisfy the heart of God, and has done everything needed to bring you into blessing.  Have the desire to be near to Him.  Ask your parents questions about Him, ask questions of others who can help to unfold the things of Jesus to you.  You will find people who have pondered Him in their minds and in their hearts, the things that He has done, people who desire that a full answer should be secured for the glory of God from our hearts.  

The formation of the assembly is the great matter.  It begins with individual believers, and is formed in the households, and the households compose the local assembly as they go on in dependence on Christ Himself.  Households must feed constantly on Him, constantly feeding on that blessed Man where He is.  We spoke in the last reading about the Spirit: “whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak”, John 16:13.  He is speaking what He is hearing from a Man in heaven, and it is all fresh things.  It impressed me today, the activity that is going on in heaven.  How much activity there is.  How much do I know of it?  The Spirit will impart these things to us if we listen to what He says; be attentive and listen to the voice of the Spirit and make room for Him.  Make Christ the focus of your life.  

May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake.  
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Scripture references

Joshua 24:15 (JND) [15] And if it seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods whom your fathers that were on the other side of the river served, or the gods of the Amorite, in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah.

Exodus 12:3-13 (JND) [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it. [9] Ye shall eat none of it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and with its in-wards. [10] And ye shall let none of it remain until the morning; and what remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. [11] And thus shall ye eat it: your loins shall be girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste; it is Jehovah's passover. [12] And I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am Jehovah. [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 16:13-31 (JND) [13] And it came to pass in the evening, that quails came up, and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay round the camp. [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. [15] And the children of Israel saw [it], and said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat. [16] This is the thing which Jehovah has commanded: Gather of it every man according to what he can eat, an omer a poll, [according to] the number of your persons: ye shall take every man for those that are in his tent. [17] And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some much, some little. [18] And they measured with the omer: then he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little wanted nothing: they had gathered every man according to the measure of his eating. [19] And Moses said to them, Let no man leave [any] of it until the morning. [20] But they did not hearken to Moses; and some men left of it until the morning; then worms bred in it and it stank. And Moses was wroth with them. [21] And they gathered it every morning, every man as much as he could eat; and when the sun became hot, it melted. [22] And it came to pass on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one; and all the princes of the assembly came and told Moses. [23] And he said to them, This is what Jehovah has said: To-morrow is the rest, the holy sabbath, of Jehovah: bake what ye will bake, and cook what ye will cook; and lay up for yourselves all that remains over, to be kept for the morning. [24] And they laid it up for the morning, as Moses had commanded; and it did not stink, neither was there any worm in it. …

Exodus 16:13-31 (JND) [13] And it came to pass in the evening, that quails came up, and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay round the camp. [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. [15] And the children of Israel saw [it], and said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat. [16] This is the thing which Jehovah has commanded: Gather of it every man according to what he can eat, an omer a poll, [according to] the number of your persons: ye shall take every man for those that are in his tent. [17] And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some much, some little. [18] And they measured with the omer: then he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little wanted nothing: they had gathered every man according to the measure of his eating. [19] And Moses said to them, Let no man leave [any] of it until the morning. [20] But they did not hearken to Moses; and some men left of it until the morning; then worms bred in it and it stank. And Moses was wroth with them. [21] And they gathered it every morning, every man as much as he could eat; and when the sun became hot, it melted. [22] And it came to pass on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one; and all the princes of the assembly came and told Moses. [23] And he said to them, This is what Jehovah has said: To-morrow is the rest, the holy sabbath, of Jehovah: bake what ye will bake, and cook what ye will cook; and lay up for yourselves all that remains over, to be kept for the morning. [24] And they laid it up for the morning, as Moses had commanded; and it did not stink, neither was there any worm in it. …

Exodus 16:13-31 (JND) [13] And it came to pass in the evening, that quails came up, and covered the camp; and in the morning the dew lay round the camp. [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. [15] And the children of Israel saw [it], and said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat. [16] This is the thing which Jehovah has commanded: Gather of it every man according to what he can eat, an omer a poll, [according to] the number of your persons: ye shall take every man for those that are in his tent. [17] And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, some much, some little. [18] And they measured with the omer: then he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little wanted nothing: they had gathered every man according to the measure of his eating. [19] And Moses said to them, Let no man leave [any] of it until the morning. [20] But they did not hearken to Moses; and some men left of it until the morning; then worms bred in it and it stank. And Moses was wroth with them. [21] And they gathered it every morning, every man as much as he could eat; and when the sun became hot, it melted. [22] And it came to pass on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one; and all the princes of the assembly came and told Moses. [23] And he said to them, This is what Jehovah has said: To-morrow is the rest, the holy sabbath, of Jehovah: bake what ye will bake, and cook what ye will cook; and lay up for yourselves all that remains over, to be kept for the morning. [24] And they laid it up for the morning, as Moses had commanded; and it did not stink, neither was there any worm in it. …

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Acts 16:14 (JND) [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Numbers 1:2 (JND) [2] Take the sum of the whole assembly of the children of Israel, after their families, according to their fathers' houses, by the number of the names, every male, according to their polls;

Joshua 1:6 (JND) [6] Be strong and courageous, for thou shalt cause this people to inherit the land which I have sworn unto their fathers to give them.

1 Corinthians 16:19 (JND) [19] The assemblies of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla, with the assembly in their house, salute you much in [the] Lord.

Acts 18:26 (JND) [26] And *he* began to speak boldly in the synagogue. And Aquila and Priscilla, having heard him, took him to [them] and unfolded to him the way of God more exactly.

Luke 20:35 (JND) [35] but they who are counted worthy to have part in that world, and the resurrection from among [the] dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage;

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Joshua 2:1-7 (JND) [1] And Joshua the son of Nun sent from Shittim two spies secretly, saying, Go, see the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into a harlot's house, named Rahab, and they lay down there. [2] And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, men have come hither to-night from the children of Israel to search out the land. [3] And the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that have come to thee, who have come into thy house: for they have come to search out all the land. [4] And the woman had taken and concealed the two men; and she said, Yes, the men did come unto me, but I knew not whence they were; [5] and it came to pass when the gate had to be closed, at dark, that the men went out: I know not whither the men have gone. Pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them. [6] But she had taken them up to the roof, and secreted them under the stalks of flax, which she had laid out on the roof. [7] And the men pursued after them the way to the Jordan, to the fords; and when they who pursued after them had gone out, they closed the gate.

John 6:32-35 (JND) [32] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, [It is] not Moses that has given you the bread out of heaven; but my Father gives you the true bread out of heaven. [33] For the bread of God is he who comes down out of heaven and gives life to the world. [34] They said therefore to him, Lord, ever give to us this bread. [35] [And] Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall never hunger, and he that believes on me shall never thirst at any time.

John 6:32-35 (JND) [32] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, [It is] not Moses that has given you the bread out of heaven; but my Father gives you the true bread out of heaven. [33] For the bread of God is he who comes down out of heaven and gives life to the world. [34] They said therefore to him, Lord, ever give to us this bread. [35] [And] Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall never hunger, and he that believes on me shall never thirst at any time.

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

John 14:10 (JND) [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works.

John 14:10 (JND) [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works.

John 5:17 (JND) [17] But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto and I work.

Proverbs 31:10-31 (JND) [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. [11] The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. [12] She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. [13] She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. [14] She is like the merchants' ships: she bringeth her food from afar; [15] And she riseth while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and the day's work to her maidens. [16] She considereth a field, and acquireth it; of the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. [17] She girdeth her loins with strength, and maketh strong her arms. [18] She perceiveth that her earning is good; her lamp goeth not out by night. [19] She putteth her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. [20] She stretcheth out her hand to the afflicted, and she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. [21] She is not afraid of the snow for her household; for all her household are clothed with scarlet. …

Luke 19:1-10 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. [4] And running on before, he got up into a sycamore that he might see him, for he was going to pass that [way]. [5] And when he came up to the place, Jesus looked up and saw him, and said to him, Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house. [6] And he made haste and came down, and received him with joy. [7] And all murmured when they saw [it], saying, He has turned in to lodge with a sinful man. [8] But Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I return [him] fourfold. [9] And Jesus said to him, To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham; [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.
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	 CAC Vol. 31 p. 358
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