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THE WORLD AND THE CHRISTIAN CIRCLE

D. Andrew Burr 

John 14: 30, 31; 16: 28, 33; Titus 2: 11–14; Luke 22: 21–27 

I seek grace, beloved brethren, to look at what these passages have to say about the world. I do not hold myself up as any particularly shining example, and brethren will have to understand that I share with them what I might call exercise in progress. As Paul said in another connection, I do not count to have arrived (Philippians 3: 13), but I do pursue, and I trust that I will be helped to speak humbly on that account. In occasions of this kind it is not uncommon for brothers to speak about the world. There are occasions when they feel led to do so in a very specific way. I confess I do not feel led to do that, although there is one matter that I do feel pressed to say something about. However lest the impression should be given that that is what my word is about, I will refer to it at the end. It is perhaps fair to observe that on many occasions when specific things are said about the world, the remarks are about features of the world that are seen in others. It is not quite so common for a brother to speak, as I might say, confessionally about features of the world that he finds a snare to himself, and I do not suggest that it would be very profitable for the brethren if I were to speak in that way now. Another thing that would sadly have to be remarked is that much of what is said about specific things does not appear to have much effect. I would not say I am discouraged from being specific on that account but perhaps we need to look a little deeper into this question. 

On other occasions we speak about the world in a very general way, almost abstractly. We speak about its darkness and about its evil character, we speak about its course and the manifestations of corruption in it, but in doing so we take the ground of being separate from it. Whatever its character is, it is out there. Whether it is sufficient to speak of it like this might be a question. We have to see that the world is not only just out there, but it has a place in the hearts of every one. As long as we are in a mixed condition that will be true, and therefore it behoves us all not to speak of it abstractly but as recognising that it is something with which we have to contend in our walk with God. 

I wonder if we might look a little at the way that Scripture speaks about the world, and for that purpose I think anyone would turn to John’s gospel, because it is one of the main themes of John’s gospel. It would have to be said in that connection that the dark picture we paint of the world does not fit all the references in the gospel. For example, the one with which are most familiar says that “God so loved the world”, John 3: 16. I think it might be said on the strength of that verse that there are two ways of looking at the world, and I borrow from someone else to make the distinction simple. Another has said, and it appeals to me, that God loved what Christ made, which seems to me a very beautiful and very simple statement of the truth; God loved what Christ made. It is the way that John presents the world first in his gospel. He says, “All things received being through him, and without him not one thing received being which has received being”, John 1: 3. The focus of that mighty work was on humanity. The scripture says that God formed the earth to be inhabited, and it says that His delights were with the sons of men (Proverbs 8: 31). God’s special interest in the world is the human race. 

I do not, in saying that, exclude the rest of the creation, and I might perhaps make an aside about that. There are professional people in this country, trained to care for domestic animals, who are engaged, as we speak, in killing them by the thousand. There is a disease, an epidemic in the farming community which is being met by the wholesale slaughter of God’s creatures. The slaughter is not for animal welfare purposes, the motivation for it is commercial. I do not go into the 

merits of that further but God feels that very much. He feels it that His creatures have become a commodity whose lives depend upon their commercial value. The scripture says, “A righteous man is concerned for the life of his beast” (Proverbs 12: 10), but it is one of the main causes of the present trouble that people do not think of the animals as their own; they are a commodity bought and sold, and killed for the sake of commercial gain. God feels that. 

How much more, therefore, is God concerned about the race of man? The scripture in John 3 goes on to say, “God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him” (John 3: 17). It comes across with even more force and simplicity in the words of Jesus Himself. He says in chapter 12, “I am not come that I might judge the world, but that I might save the world” (John 12: 47). Think of God’s concern about the condition and needs of humanity, “the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all”, 1 Timothy 2: 5, 6. That means every human being. 

Alongside the world that Christ made there is a world that man has made. He has made it as away from God and he has not made any place in it for God. Indeed he has given it up to the prince of this world, to the devil himself. In one of the temptations it says that the devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time (Luke 4: 5). It was as if a rapid overview was given of all those parts of the earth in which God’s special interest lay, and wherever Jesus might look. He would see it delivered up to Satan. I suppose Satan was right in a measure to say that it had been delivered up to him, but he was not right to say that it was his to give to anybody else. Whatever the state of the world may be, God retains His right to direct the course of affairs. It says that He sets up kings and He takes them down (Daniel 2: 21). He sets over nations the basest of men, He chooses who He will. There may be elections, there may be all kinds of systems of choosing governments, and Satan may feel that all is in his 

control, that it is his to dispose of; but it is not, it is in the hands of God. Nevertheless it is the world from which God is excluded. And it was into that world that Jesus came. He says in the passage we read, “I came out from the Father, and am come into the world”. He took the world as He found it. The world did not receive Him. John does not speak immediately of the political world, or the social world, or the depraved world, the world of entertainment, or the world of sport or fashion, he speaks of the religious world and he speaks of its acme, Christ’s own, and they received Him not. If we speak of the world as a dark place it is because its light is denied. Jesus has come into the world bringing the light of another world. How was it that Jesus could say, “I have overcome the world”? I think the secret lay in the way in which He came into it, “coming into the world he says … I come … to do, O God, thy will”, Hebrews 10: 5–7. 

He came into this world as light. He came into this world to bear witness to the truth. He grew up as a root out of dry ground (Isaiah 53: 2). He drew nothing and He sought nothing from society. He did not participate in its movements or its culture. He did not catch its moods or its spirit. His motivation, His desires, His food all derived from His Father and from another world altogether. People invited Him to involve Himself in their affairs or the affairs of this world and He steadfastly refused. Nevertheless He took up need as He found it on every hand. Here was Someone who was absolutely different. They said, “Never man spoke thus, as this man speaks”, John 7: 46. How wonderful it is that there has been in the course of man’s world Someone who has come into it, who did not belong to it and never subscribed to it or had any part in it. There is a place in the world for every one of us. If you were to go out into the world you would find a place for yourself, it would make a place for you. It would not value you, it does not value anybody, but you would find a place. But He did not. I remember a brother saying, If you want to put the world to the test, go out into it but take Christ with you. What you will find is that there is a place offered for you but not for Him; and if you want to have Christ with you, you will find there is no place for you on His account. But He was not overcome by the world. He was not overcome by its ruler. He was not forced in any way to submit or to give tribute to the course of things here. His steadfast obedience to the will of God, cost what it did—and it cost Him everything—secured for Him a victory over the world. Beloved, how He has put the whole world in the shade. There has been nothing in the history of the world to compare with the coming of Jesus. John concludes his references to the world by saying, If all the things that Jesus did were written one by one the world itself would not be great enough to contain them (John 21: 25). You see how the world has been put into the shade by this lowly, humble, rejected Stranger come to save. I draw your attention to one more reference to His coming to the world, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”, 1 Timothy 1: 15. He came to save sinners, to share with them the victory which He won at the price of His life, to share with them and give them the fruits and spoils of His overcoming the world through which He passed. 

I read the scripture in Titus because I would like to raise the question. What does that victory mean for us? The world is a very diverse place. It is one reason why I hesitate to speak about anything specific because to do so would appear to be at the exclusion of other things, but there are many, many features of the world. One of the general characteristics of it is that it is deceitful, and one of the consequences of that is that you might be taken up with the things of the world and not know. There are some very blatant things that of course people in the street would agree were wrong, but look at some of the lists of evil things that the Lord Jesus speaks about. Has it ever struck you that He should put murder, fornication, haughtiness and folly all together? How subtle pride is; how close to the surface it is with us all. 

This passage in Titus speaks about worldly lusts, and I would like to dispel the impression that worldly lusts are the same as carnal lusts although they include them. Paul also speaks to Timothy, who was a young man, about youthful lusts, and youthful lusts are not only a snare to young people. The references are to things that begin to emerge as we grow up. There are things that make teenagers awkward and difficult and contrary. It is not a question simply of biochemistry but it is a moral issue. The world begins to assert itself as we grow up and that demonstrates that the world is in all our hearts. It does not come in, it is there, and the underlying principle of it is quite simple—‘I am going to do what I want’. That is another way of describing worldly lusts and it is the principle on which the world operates. It is independent of God, it is independent of right moral judgment, it determines what is right by what I want to do. These things begin to manifest themselves as we grow up and as we become adult. They may become subdued but they never leave us. Indeed they sometimes become supplemented by a desire not only to do what I want but to get other people to do what I want as well. And you can see that such an immoral principle is the underlying cause of the confusion that is in the world. The state of the world is irreconcilable because that principle is allowed in the heart of every member of it, and of course it is impossible for people who operate by that principle to get along with each other. I speak soberly of these things and I urge us all to examine ourselves and see whether this principle does not underlie many of the specific things that we speak about. This principle that asserts itself in independence of God and of moral principle is in fact a general snare to every soul. 

I do not speak any more about that but about the answer to it. It says, He has redeemed us from all lawlessness, all lawlessness. There is one answer and one answer only is needed to every diverse manifestation of the principles of the world in the hearts of God’s 

people. That answer is Christ. He has died, He has come to save sinners, and He has saved us from the world by redemption, at the price of His life. At the cost of His precious blood He has redeemed us not only from the things of which we are guilty, but from the underlying principle that generates those evil things, and that in every possible manifestation of it. He has redeemed us from all lawlessness. There is in Christ a sufficient answer to every manifestation of lawlessness. You need look outside of Him for nothing. If there are principles that rightly govern us you will find, if you examine them, that they point us to Him, an object for the heart and One who has atoned in the presence of God for our moral state. He is a sufficient answer to all the manifestations of what we find within, and by that means there is reconciliation. It says, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself”, 2 Corinthians 5: 19. It is not patching up differences, it is not meeting halfway, it is an act of redemption. That scripture goes on, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might”, as being set free from all lawlessness, “become God’s righteousness in him” (2 Corinthians 5: 21). What a wonderful and blessed thing the work of Christ is. How present, and immediate and universal is its application to us. 

I come to the passage in Luke because it is in what I have to say about this passage that my burden lies. In the light of what I have felt led to say, is there anywhere in this world a place where the principles of this world do not operate? Would not such a place be most attractive? 

Would it not be a place of harmony and security? Is there such a place? I ask that as a practical question. The answer should be. Yes there is, it is the Christian circle. The Christian circle should be a place where the principles of the world are absent; not simply subdued or suppressed or rarely apparent, but absent. This passage is very interesting in that connection. 

It describes the Lord’s supper and the conversation which followed it, an occasion of inestimable privilege. If privilege was a means of 

excluding the principles of the world, the inauguration of the Supper should supremely have been such an occasion. Then let us examine what we find there. The first thing the Lord has to bring out is that nothing can be taken for granted. He says, There is somebody here who is untrue. I am not making that suggestion about this company, but how sober it is. Someone had come to the inauguration of the Supper who was untrue, who had already arranged to deliver Jesus into the hands of His enemies at the earliest opportunity knowing He would be killed. Jesus raises the point faithfully in a way that was intended to exercise all those present, not just to discover the betrayer. We know it had that effect because Matthew was one of those present, and we have his account of this matter. If we read Matthew’s gospel we find that they all were constrained by the question to examine their own hearts. They all began to say, “Is it I … ?”, Matthew 26: 25. That is a very healthy thing, is it not? It is therefore striking that Luke is much more severe. Luke does not say that they looked to themselves. 

Sadly what they did was to look at the others—‘Now it cannot be me, but could it be him?’ 

How subtle, how deceitful the principles of the world are. The exercise calculated to purge this privileged circle of all that would defile it provoked not only soul searching, as we read in Matthew, but what I might call finger-pointing at others. We cannot afford this, beloved. 

The obligation in relation to the purity and sanctity of the Christian circle lies firstly with myself. 

If we go on to what follows, we find there was also a reasoning among them, “which of them should be held to be the greatest”. It was not, ‘What do I think about myself?’ but ‘What should other people think about me?’ That is a naked manifestation of the spirit of the world. 

It is shocking in its context, but here it is. We are not preserved by the ground we take, and we are not preserved by the privilege we enjoy, from the deceitfulness of our own hearts. We need something more, so it is very touching to see how Jesus meets all this. He refers to the kings and the benefactors in the world. I suppose it is possible to say that not everything in the world is bad; it is a good thing that there are those that are ready to take up the responsibility of government and people who are moved by public-spiritedness to be generous to others. For example, a lot of public appointments are not paid, and people take these things up. If the world has any noble features these are among them. They are certainly much more noble than the principles that manifested themselves in the disciples. But the Lord Jesus says, even of these things, It shall not be thus among you. Even the very best bits of the world must be left outside. Jesus does not deal with this striving among them as He had met it before in the spirit of a little child. Now He speaks to exclude the principle altogether. He says, It shall not be thus among you. He goes on to show, very simply, that in the Christian circle the very opposite principles apply. The principles of the Christian circle are not borrowed or refined from worldly principles, they derive from another source altogether and they are quite different. 

Then He goes on to what is at the heart of this matter. He says, “I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”. What a centre the Christian circle has, “I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”. He does not say, I have been in the midst of .you, but, I am in the midst of you. Beloved, if you have in grace found a place in the Christian circle, at the centre of it is the One that serves. He came to save you; He laid down His life for you; He shed His precious blood for you; He bore the judgment and all that it required; He has passed through death and the grave; He is now exalted as a Man in the glory; He sits upon God’s throne. He has been promised the earth; He is about to claim His rights and reign over the world; His enemies are about to be destroyed. He is in the midst as the One that serves. Beloved, take a look at the Centre of the Christian circle. Fill your heart, satisfy your soul with Him. Allow Him to eclipse all your ideas as to how 

things ought to be and what you would like them to be. Let Him set the tone, as we sometimes sing, 

‘Be Thou the object bright and fair 

To fill and satisfy the heart’. (Hymn 328) 

And beloved, may I urge that if others gather for the sake of being occupied with such a One, do not distract them, do not divert them, do not spoil their experience; but above all, do not give it up. 

Now I said there was one thing I would like to speak about, and I recognise that it may only be a small contribution, but I feel pressed to say something. Sadly, from time to time, ones we have walked with turn aside. They do so for many reasons. Sometimes they say they are dissatisfied and discontented, and it is in the nature of that kind of thing that there is not much of a pattern to it. People go off for their own reasons, they go in different directions, and it appears to be quite random and unpredictable. But there have been a series of departures among us to which there is a pattern. In recent years there has been a succession of young women who have grown up among us but have left the circle of which I have spoken for the sake of relationships formed with unbelievers. I am pressed to speak of this, beloved, because it is so painful that it should be so, and I ask myself and I raise the question, Why is this happening and how can it be stopped? The world is a corrupt place. It is a very impure place, but that does not mean to say that it does not value purity when it finds it. The reality is that the chastity and refinement of a Christian upbringing makes people attractive to the world. If you have had an upbringing like that, you may expect to be the object of temptation. I trust that identifying that danger may itself reduce it. It is also just to speak very soberly about the consequences of departure of this kind. The relationship between a man and a woman is a divine ordinance. The Lord Jesus says, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate”, Mark 10: 9. It is therefore for life. Relationships of this kind are taken up in the world on a very casual basis, and it may be that those who have led our young sisters astray have taken a casual approach; but you cannot take a casual approach. You cannot assume that if you form a relationship of this kind that you will be able to extricate yourself and find your way back when you feel different about it and regret what you have done. You cannot assume that. God may in His ways choose for your discipline not to release you. You may in the mercy of God find a way out, but you cannot count on it. You cannot tempt God and hope that if you ever think differently you will be able to act on what you then think. These are very sober matters and we need to recognise the sobriety of them. 

I speak not only, of course, to a particular section of the brethren, but I urge it upon us all that relationships are not to be taken up as lightly as the world takes them up. The way back is never as easy as the way out. Imagine the way out like a slippery slope. It is easy to go down, but it may be nigh impossible to come up. God says, The way of transgressors is hard (Proverbs 13: 15 A.V.). So how can these departures be arrested? I appeal to my young brethren, fix your eye on Jesus. Acknowledge that He has a claim over you. If you have gone to Him about your sins and about salvation from eternal wrath you have granted Him a claim over your life. Salvation and your eternal destiny are secured on no other terms. Whoso confesses Jesus as Lord shall be saved. The scripture is very simple, is it not? You have given Him a claim. You may forget that you gave Him that claim, you may dishonour it. He will never forget, and you may find that at some point, when you have forgotten, that He causes you to remember. You may expect that that will be followed by very deep and painful exercise. Spare yourself; honour His claim; put Him first. Allow Him to take charge and give direction in your life. You have trusted Him with eternity, is He not enough for the day? Does His claim not prevail over that of the world. 

May we learn to value the Christian circle, and to appreciate the Lord Jesus as the One who is in the Centre of it as the One who serves. I appeal especially to my beloved brethren, do not do anything to dishonour the One who has done everything for your good, and do not ever think of giving up for something else the place He has given you among the people of God. 

One day you will regret doing so. I trust that I will be forgiven for speaking freely. I appeal to my young brethren to take account of those who have continued. They have passed through times of sorrow, they have passed through times of division, they have clung tenaciously to their inheritance. They want you to have it from them, and they want you to keep it and to care for it and to entrust it in turn, if the Lord does not come, to another generation. They want you to have the opportunity to share and to enjoy what has sustained them through the whole of their life. Do not give it up. May He bless the word. 

Address at Grangemouth
10 March 2001 

 


Scripture references

John 14:30-31 (JND) [30] I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world comes, and in me he has nothing; [31] but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father has commanded me, thus I do. Rise up, let us go hence.

John 16:28-33 (JND) [28] I came out from the Father and have come into the world; again, I leave the world and go to the Father. [29] His disciples say to him, Lo, now thou speakest openly and utterest no allegory. [30] Now we know that thou knowest all things, and hast not need that any one should demand of thee. By this we believe that thou art come from God. [31] Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? [32] Behold, [the] hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and [yet] I am not alone, for the Father is with me. [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

Titus 2:11-14 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, [12] teaching us that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things, [13] awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; [14] who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works.

Luke 22:21-27 (JND) [21] Moreover, behold, the hand of him that delivers me up [is] with me on the table; [22] and the Son of man indeed goes as it is determined, but woe unto that man by whom he is delivered up. [23] And *they* began to question together among themselves who then it could be of them who was about to do this. [24] And there was also a strife among them which of them should be held to be [the] greatest. [25] And he said to them, The kings of the nations rule over them, and they that exercise authority over them are called benefactors. [26] But *ye* [shall] not [be] thus; but let the greater among you be as the younger, and the leader as he that serves. [27] For which [is] greater, he that is at table or he that serves? [Is] not he that is at table? But *I* am in the midst of you as the one that serves.

Philippians 3:13 (JND) [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before,

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

John 1:3 (JND) [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being.

Proverbs 8:31 (JND) [31] rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth, and my delights [were] with the sons of men.

Proverbs 12:10 (JND) [10] A righteous man is concerned for the life of his beast; but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 3:17 (JND) [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him.

John 12:47 (JND) [47] and if any one hear my words and do not keep [them], I judge him not, for I am not come that I might judge the world, but that I might save the world.

1 Timothy 2:5-6 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus, [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

Luke 4:5 (JND) [5] And [the devil], leading him up into a high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time.

Daniel 2:21 (JND) [21] And it is he that changeth times and seasons; He deposeth kings, and setteth up kings; He giveth wisdom to the wise, And knowledge to them that know understanding.

Hebrews 10:5-7 (JND) [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body. [6] Thou tookest no pleasure in burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin. [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.

John 7:46 (JND) [46] The officers answered, Never man spoke thus, as this man [speaks].

John 21:25 (JND) [25] And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which if they were written one by one, I suppose that not even the world itself would contain the books written.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Matthew 26:25 (JND) [25] And Judas, who delivered him up, answering said, Is it *I*, Rabbi? He says to him, *Thou* hast said.

Mark 10:9 (JND) [9] What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.

Proverbs 13:15 (JND) [15] Good understanding procureth favour; but the way of the treacherous is hard.



LIGHT

R. Taylor 

Genesis 1: 14–18 (to “night”); Acts 26: 13, 14; 1 John 1: 5–7 

These scriptures refer to the matter of light; a great fundamental matter in the believer’s history. It is often said that light itself would not save us, which is true, but unless there is light we are in darkness, total darkness. The first thing that God did in Genesis to bring order out of confusion was to bring in light. Now that is so in soul experience, especially for the Gentiles; to us who were once afar off, without God, without hope, the light shone. You may say it had been shining for the Jews, but the light reached out to us. Its beams have penetrated the darkness of these borders that lay on the nations; light has dispelled these divisions and shone into our hearts. 

The apostle Paul says, “the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts”, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. 

In Genesis it is shining in creation, and the first thing is it divides. It makes things plain, it divides between day and night, so that we are able to name things, we are able to say this is this and that is that. That is what light does for us, it gives us to have clear vision, to be clear in our souls and to know where we are. So we get the benefit of the light, as we accept the division; it tells what is of the flesh and what is of the Spirit. We sung in our hymn about redemption; we would never know anything about redemption if light did not shine. The light of redemption has shone, to bring us from the area of bondage into the area where God’s love is known. So this division does that, it divides between day and night, and between light and darkness. 

Then it says that God set the lights in the heavens; it is very good to know where the light is coming from. So we need to look heavenward and find the light. He set these two great lights in the expanse of the heavens, beyond man’s reach. It is very fine to come into light that man can have no hand in altering or dulling. These lights were set in the heavens beyond any interference, and that is where they are in our time. Paul said that he saw it shining from heaven. What circumstances there were round about him, he had been held in the darkness, and there were all these persons with him too, his companions, I suppose, and there they were with authority from the chief priests. But Paul saw “a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me”. We need to come into this area and look above to get the benefit of this light. Paul had been looking round about him; looking at the priests, looking at the Jews, and there was darkness; but the Lord would direct our eyes to heaven. 

John, in the Revelation is told, “Come here, I will shew thee the bride”, Revelation 21: 9. 

God led Abraham out, and said, “Look now toward the heavens”, Genesis 15: 5. We need to be in the circumstances and the area where we can experience the light. If we live in these elements of darkness we do not get the benefit of it. The Lord says, “If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness!”, Matthew 6: 23. We would feel that in our own souls. These things may happen in our histories, after we have had light about things. 

Peter had the light of resurrection but then he went away back to the fishing. These things are very real in our exercises, we go back into other circumstances. We know what is right but other things appeal to us, and loom large in our thoughts. It may be that even right circumstances, family circumstances, duties and other things loom large in our eyes, and they may draw us away from the area in which the light is shining. As I say, that happened with Peter, he went back to fishing. The Lord in His grace had to draw him away out of it. So the Lord brought Abraham, Moses, John and others into the area where the light was to be known. 

For ourselves, that largely is in the temple, I believe. It is in our homes too, a very fine thing; the children of Israel had light in their dwellings in Goshen. In homes where the Scriptures are read, where there are prayers, where the ministry is attended to, there is light in the dwellings of the saints. We need that for there is great darkness outside. We have all to go out in the world, our young ones are exposed to it and we feel for them. They need to be nourished in the area where the light is shining in our homes, from the Scriptures and our conversations. Moses was nourished three months in the house of his father. These things help us to be fortified against these other circumstances that I have spoken about that we have to go into. So we know where to 

look for the light. Paul is saying here it is a light shining from heaven; it shines in the temple; it shines among the saints, in our houses and in the meetings. The temple is a place where light shines. The priests had the great benefit of that in the old economy when they went into the holy place. There was no window in it, it was shut out from all the wilderness influences, but there was a pure candlestick giving its light over against the table, shining in the holy place. 

We have often commented on how Asaph went into the sanctuary and was enlightened, even though he was discouraged as feeling the pressures of the way. He said, What is the point of it; there are other people getting on, getting better jobs; there are other people who are spared a great deal; until he went into the sanctuary, then he saw clearly, he saw all they were living in was going to finish in the grave; but his calling was a heavenly calling. He had hope far beyond the circumstances that men lived in, he said he understood their end. As he went inside he got heavenly light typically as to Christ the great centre of all God’s thoughts and promises. What a light, dear brethren, to have our eyes on Christ the blessed yea and amen of all God’s thoughts and promises. What promises have come to us in divine light, and they are not promises that can break down; they are not promises that depend on us, but they are centred in Christ. The light shining would help us to be in the joy of them now. 

It affected Paul, he says, “I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me”. It is very fine to get some sense of that light shining upon you. 

There were others journeying but he says, “round about me”. You find when faith lays hold of it that the light is for you. Paul says it was shining from heaven round about me. What happened? It meant his gaze now was heavenward. It meant he came to walk in the joy of his heavenly calling. Paul was in trying circumstances elsewhere as he says, “five times have I received forty stripes save one ... a night and day I passed in the deep”, 2 Corinthians 11: 24, 25. Again he says, “seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up”, 2 Corinthians 4: 8. He was looking to heaven. If we were to look round about we might see our way shut up and say, How are the meetings going to continue? We are not entirely shut up. Heavenly light gives us a way through the darkness, through the confusion. 

That is what Paul went through. Think of him being in prison but the way not entirely shut up. Think of many others who were in confined, straitened circumstances, but the light was shining from heaven round about them. 

It is a blessed thing to see you are in God’s counsels and promises of love and you have a part in them. That is what light would assure us of (Hebrews 11), a great chapter of faith but persons in faith responding to the light. They had the light of another day, and they were walking in it. That is what John tells us. The Lord Himself appeals on that basis, “Walk while ye have the light”, John 12: 35—walk while you have it, dear brethren. We need to be careful that we do not lose it. Israel lost their light—very solemn. The captivity that Israel was brought into did not happen because there was not light; it happened because they did not walk in the light. What bondage they came into under the authority of Nebuchadnezzar and others for all those years! It happened because they did not walk in the light when they had the light. The fact is that they spent thirty-eight years in the wilderness because they did not walk in the light. They had the light of the land of Canaan, the inheritance, but they did not walk in that light, so they wandered in the wilderness. We need to be careful, dear brethren, of what light we have been given! Maybe it will not be like them, but it may be, in our own histories and in our own souls, that we shall come into an area of captivity if we do not walk in the light. There is no reflection on the light, but there is the danger of not walking in it. 

So the Lord appeals to walk in the light while ye have it. Now that is what John is saying here. He brings in first of all this beautiful touch, “God is light, and in him is no darkness at all”. It is light in its purity and it has come in in Christ. The light shone in the incarnation. 

The whole scene was illuminated, the angels were basking in heavenly light as it came in in Jesus. Paul says it has shone in our hearts. Now it says, “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another”. That delivers us from anything sectarian, that we “walk in the light as he is in the light”. It is not a Baptist light, nor a Methodist light, nor any other kind of light, but it is as walking in the light as He is in the light, entirely apart from anything sectarian, that “we have fellowship with one another”. 

May our hearts and our thoughts ever be regulated by what we have and what we have been brought into, in the way that light has shone from heaven as it says, “we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”. Very beautiful are those things that are put together. Walking in the light, we may say is testing, but there it is in its beauty and glory. John, as it were, says, Here is the power to maintain that, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”. It is light, but also there is power in the blood of Jesus; there is power in the work of Christ; there is power in Him where He is as our great High Priest above to enable us to walk in the light as He is in the light. 

May our eyes be lifted up! In these difficult days we are apt to lower things down, but we are to walk in the light as He is in the light. It has not changed since Pentecost; it has not changed one bit since He went into glory. There have been dark ages, but He had still His people walking in the light. We are in confused and difficult days of breakdown, but He is still in the light, and that light is shining. The appeal is for us to walk in 

the light while we have it, that we may enjoy the blessedness and joy of our heavenly portion today, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Kirkcaldy
12 October 1999 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:14-18 (JND) [14] And God said, Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens, to divide between the day and the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years; [15] and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens, to give light on the earth. And it was so. [16] And God made the two great lights, the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule the night, and the stars. [17] And God set them in the expanse of the heavens, to give light on the earth, [18] and to rule during the day and during the night, and to divide between the light and the darkness. And God saw that it was good.

Acts 26:13-14 (JND) [13] at mid-day, on the way, I saw, O king, a light above the brightness of the sun, shining from heaven round about me and those who were journeying with me. [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads.

1 John 1:5-7 (JND) [5] And this is the message which we have heard from him, and declare to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. [6] If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not practise the truth. [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Revelation 21:9 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.

Genesis 15:5 (JND) [5] And he led him out, and said, Look now toward the heavens, and number the stars, if thou be able to number them. And he said to him, So shall thy seed be!

Matthew 6:23 (JND) [23] but if thine eye be wicked, thy whole body will be dark. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness!

2 Corinthians 11:24-25 (JND) [24] From the Jews five times have I received forty [stripes], save one. [25] Thrice have I been scourged, once I have been stoned, three times I have suffered shipwreck, a night and day I passed in the deep:

2 Corinthians 4:8 (JND) [8] every way afflicted, but not straitened; seeing no apparent issue, but our way not entirely shut up;

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

John 12:35 (JND) [35] Jesus therefore said to them, Yet a little while is the light amongst you. Walk while ye have the light, that darkness may not overtake you. And he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.



THE NEED FOR BEING GOVERNED BY WHAT IS SPIRITUAL

E. F. Cary 

Genesis 17: 18, 19; 27: 1–5; 48: 17–20 

I may refer to other scriptures but I think these three illustrate the point in mind and that is that we need help to be preserved from being governed by what is natural at the expense of what is spiritual. The danger of many great men of God is that they made mistakes in this connection as I read of Abraham and Isaac and Joseph. They allowed natural persons to come in and blunt their spiritual judgment in regard of very important things. And so it is in Christianity, we are all prone to let what is natural sway our judgments of things that come up. We want to be preserved from this, and we want to look straight through matters and give due consideration to the facts of every matter that may come to our attention in an unbiased way, considering what is for God and what the rights of the Lord are and what God’s mind is in every matter. The Spirit of God is here to help us do that. That which is first is not spiritual but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual. In other words the natural has come first with us. We have all been created in bodies of flesh and blood. But then the Spirit of God has come upon us and, I trust, He is indwelling every one of us, and in that sense the Spirit is the end in view, not what is natural but what is spiritual. 

So with Abraham, he says to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before thee!”. He just seems to conclude quickly that what God had said about a son being born to him in his old age, almost a hundred years old, could hardly be possible. He had already had one son thirteen years before so surely he was the one God could use, and so he says “Oh that Ishmael might live before thee!” How does God answer that remark? He says, “Sarah thy wife shall indeed bear thee a son; and thou shalt call his name Isaac; and I will establish my covenant with him, for an everlasting covenant for his seed after him”. In other words, “In Isaac shall a seed be called” as we read in Romans 9: 7. Isaac is the heavenly man officially as Mr James Taylor has said. Abraham was the heavenly man morally, but Isaac officially, and Jacob experimentally, and Joseph administratively, and Joshua spiritually. Those are features that marked those persons. We might say that all were heavenly minded, but some of them made mistakes as I have read about them. So with Abraham, he has to accept it and he does finally accept it and Sarah, of course, is made to laugh (Genesis 18: 12) and Abraham himself laughs at the matter (Genesis 17: 17) as though it was an utter impossibility from a natural standpoint. But with God all things are possible. We have had that before us here lately and this is one matter in scripture that baffles the human mind; it is beyond what we can take in on natural lines; it has to be taken in from the divine viewpoint, a spiritual matter, entirely outside the strength and ability of man. But God has power and He can bring from nought what is substantial. 

Now with Isaac, who is the heavenly man officially, and the one in whom the seed is to be called; the head of a new race, we might say, which God had in mind for Israel. We find in these cases there is just the opposite to the other brother; with Isaac and Ishmael there is just the opposite, and now with Jacob and Esau. At their birth Esau came out first but Jacob supplanted him, his hand took hold of Esau’s heel. Jacob acted instinctively 

to take away the first and to establish the second; his life was the experimental working out of that, and God loved him. He was a man according to God’s thoughts and purposes, but not Esau who was a man after the flesh. But Isaac, you see, is overcome on this matter. He has become old and his eyes were dim and he could not see, and he called his elder son, Esau, and said to him, “My son!”, and he said to him, “Here am I”. And Isaac said to him, “Behold now, I am become old; know not the day of my death. And now, I pray thee, take thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field and hunt me venison, and prepare me a savoury dish such as I love”. You see he is overcome by his natural tastes. Well, you might say that is legitimate, he wants something good to eat but in this particular setting it indicated that he was allowing his spiritual instincts to be overcome by what is natural. So God has to graciously adjust him, as the sequel shows in the subsequent chapters. How humbling it must have been to Isaac when he found out he had been deceived. But then he knew his natural eyesight was abated, yet his spiritual instinct was blunted at this time, and that is the point that is most serious; not just his natural eyesight was gone but his spiritual eyesight is what is so important; to be able to see through things and discern between what is right and wrong, what is righteous and what is unrighteous, what is good and what is evil. 

Well, with Joseph you might say that is a rather delicate matter, as he is a man that has stood out so well in his younger days and one who has become governor over all the land of Egypt and his brethren by this time had been subdued and brought into subjection to him. Now it is a question of Joseph’s sons and the order they were to fill out in God’s purposes and counsels, and who was to be first. Well, naturally Joseph thought that Manasseh should be first, as he was the oldest and he should be first to get the blessing. He says to his father, “Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn—put thy right hand on his head”. You would 

say that naturally that is what we would expect, but it was not God’s mind and his father refused. Even though Jacob was an old man, and he like Isaac was weak naturally, and you might think he would be unable to discern as he should discern, yet his spiritual faculties were sharp in his old age. Even though he had had quite a history, a heavenly man experimentally, yet what experiences he had and failures all along his lifetime, but at the end he blossomed out; the work of God shone out. It says, “he gathered his feet into the bed, and expired”, Genesis 49: 33. So here he refused. You might have thought that Joseph being such a great man, and who had given him comfort down there in Egypt and provided for him for the last seventeen years, surely Jacob should not disagree with his judgment about things; but no, Jacob would not allow anything natural to blunt his spiritual discernment. “But his father refused and said, I know, my son, I know—he also will become a people, and he also will be great; but truly his younger brother will be greater than he; and his seed will become the fulness of nations”. Well, that is God’s mind about the matter and that is what we want to get to in any matter that may come before us to challenge our spiritual judgment; that we might do what is right and judge righteously as the Lord said, “judge righteous judgment”, John 7: 24. Some matters become very delicate and refined and not too clearly distinguishable by any other precedent, you might say; but still, a spiritual person “discerns all things, and he is discerned of no one”, 1 Corinthians 2: 15. Well, that could be said of Jacob at this time. 

We could have read also about Samuel, great man as he was, who allowed his feelings toward Saul to overcome him for a time. Then he quickly came round to see that David was the man of God’s choice, not Eliab and all the other older sons of Jesse, but the youngest. Samuel finally came to it and fell in line with God’s thoughts, but at first he was sorrowing over Saul, and had a hard time giving up Saul because of what place he 

had had, governing Israel for some forty years. Samuel had become accustomed to that, as he had been told by God to go and anoint him, which he did; but now he has to anoint another man, a second man, you might say, the second man out of heaven, of which David is a type. 

So he finally comes round and is adjusted. 

I thought these thoughts might help us at this time although we do not have any particular matters at the moment that we have to discern between right and wrong or good and evil. But still little matters come up from time to time that test us and the question is whether we are going to allow the natural to sway us in our thoughts. As much love as we might have for our son or our daughter, father or mother, sister or brother, or whatever it may be that comes into the matter, let us just look right through to what God’s mind and thought is, and be with God in every matter. If we are, we can be assured He will support us and bring us through in victory, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Los Angeles
18 March 1997 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 17:18-19 (JND) [18] And Abraham said to God, Oh that Ishmael might live before thee! [19] And God said, Sarah thy wife shall indeed bear thee a son; and thou shalt call his name Isaac; and I will establish my covenant with him, for an everlasting covenant for his seed after him.

Genesis 27:1-5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Isaac had become old, and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, that he called Esau his elder son, and said to him, My son! And he said to him, Here am I. [2] And he said, Behold now, I am become old; I know not the day of my death. [3] And now, I pray thee, take thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field and hunt me venison, [4] and prepare me a savoury dish such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, in order that my soul may bless thee before I die. [5] And Rebecca heard when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the field to hunt venison, to bring it.

Genesis 48:17-20 (JND) [17] When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it was evil in his eyes; and he took hold of his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's head to Manasseh's head. [18] And Joseph said to his father, Not so, my father, for this is the firstborn: put thy right hand on his head. [19] But his father refused and said, I know, my son, I know: he also will become a people, and he also will be great; but truly his younger brother will be greater than he; and his seed will become the fulness of nations. [20] And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee will Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and Manasseh! And he set Ephraim before Manasseh.

Romans 9:7 (JND) [7] nor because they are seed of Abraham [are] all children: but, In Isaac shall a seed be called to thee.

Genesis 18:12 (JND) [12] And Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am become old, shall I have pleasure, and my lord old?

Genesis 17:17 (JND) [17] And Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall [a child] be born to him that is a hundred years old? and shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear?

Genesis 49:33 (JND) [33] And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered his feet into the bed, and expired, and was gathered to his peoples.

John 7:24 (JND) [24] Judge not according to sight, but judge righteous judgment.

1 Corinthians 2:15 (JND) [15] but the spiritual discerns all things, and *he* is discerned of no one.



EXTRACTS

Standing and State 

There is a phraseology now, such as ‘being occupied with Christ’, and expressions of that kind, which propose to give Him full prominence, but which are denied in practice. It is deemed only orthodox now to speak so, but I feel we must insist that the external should bear the marks of the internal; and that others should be able to judge of the occupation of the heart from the expression or fashion in which we appear. The truths of Scripture are received and treated too much as information. The mind sees and enjoys them as something incomparably fine and beautiful, but there is lacking the sense that every fresh ray of light is really lost or useless unless it makes its way through the pitcher; that is, unless the vessel is so controlled and coloured by it, that there is manifestly more likeness to Christ, and increasing growing up unto the measure of the stature of His fulness. 

There must be standing to produce state, but if the state which is suited to the standing be not preserved. Satan’s great aim is attained—even to prove the nullity of the truth of God, and that there can be the admission and profession of standing, without anything characteristic of it. Satan cares not what truth a man holds, provided he retains the character and principles of the world, and this really does more damage than ignorance of standing. The misfortune with many is, being content with a success at their first start, and being so elated by it that they are not set on going forward. 

In this day of knowledge souls readily accept the standing, and think too little of the state which must accompany the standing. To counteract this tendency there must be prayer, and beginning at home with oneself. “Every sacrifice shall be salted with salt”. 

J. B. Stoney (New Series Vol. 12, pp.113, 114) 

John the baptist was not shown immediately to Israel. It says that he was in the deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel. He was brought up, as every believer’s child should be, as much as possible apart from that which ministers to the flesh. People give their children over to the world, by handing them over to be brought up in its ways. Not so with John the baptist; he was a child brought up in wilderness ways, until he was fit to be shown on God’s behalf. 

You may be a good society man, accepted among unspiritual people, but you are not fit to be shown on God’s behalf. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 52, p.397) 
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