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THE GATES OF THE CITY

J. A. Gardiner 

Ruth 4: 1, 2, 6–8; Acts 9: 10–19, 2 Corinthians 2: 5–11; Philemon 10–21 

I would like, with the Lord’s help, to say something about ‘the gate’. The gates of the city carry the feature of the pearl, each gate a pearl (see Revelation 21: 21). There is no diversity; the entity is in evidence at every gate. I would suggest that the idea of ‘the gate’ enters into the scriptures we have read. Boaz is a type of Christ who sold all that He had to buy the pearl. 

Then I would like to say something about the gate at Damascus, the gate at Corinth, and the gate, at Colosse. The Lord very beautifully ministers an abundance of grace that the brethren in these places might rise to the divine thought and that the pearl might be in evidence in the matters in hand. The pearl is linked with administration, that love and grace might be in evidence in the way matters are handled and set forward. 

The scripture in Ruth is, very beautiful; it appeals to the heart even in reading it. How deliberate the Lord Jesus was in His movements to secure the assembly. He paid the price publicly. He was prepared to do that. He said, ‘No one takes My life from Me’ (see John 10: 18). Many tried to do it. He says, “No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself … I have received this commandment of my Father”, and, “On this account the Father loves me” 

(John 10: 17). Boaz here is deliberately setting out to purchase the right of redemption, to pay the price required to secure Ruth and Naomi and all that belonged to Elimelech and his family. How beautiful that Christ did that, beloved! He determined to go into death! We spoke earlier of the parables in Matthew 13 as to the treasure and the pearl and differentiated between the words “all whatever he has” (Matthew 13: 44) and “all whatever he had” (Matthew 13: 46), and rightly so, but in actual fact it cost the Lord Jesus the sufferings of Calvary to secure the assembly. What love was manifested, divine love in its fulness, in Christ, that He went into death and paid the price in totality. He met every divine requirement of God in righteousness and holiness. All that God’s holy nature demanded, Christ paid to the full. He exhausted the judgment of God against sin, cleared the ground, and accomplished the work of redemption. His blood was shed, carried in to God and put on the mercy-seat, atoning blood, so that your sins and mine might be covered, that the treasure might come into evidence and that we might reach a greater understanding of what the pearl is. 

The man here in Ruth 4: 1 is representative of the law. He had a prior right of redemption but he did not have the resource, the wherewithal. The law never produces love. Legality never produces love. Demand never produces love. The law does not love us; Christ loves us, and we love Him because He first loved us. So this man gets the opportunity to redeem but he cannot redeem. He says to Boaz, “I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance”. “What the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”, (Romans 8: 3), putting that man completely out of court. All this is Part of the divine transaction in order that Ruth might be purchased to be the wife of Boaz, that there might be a complete clearance and that we would never have to wonder whether this or that has been settled. The account has been perfectly cleared. He has drawn off His sandal. It carries the divine stamp of approval. You might 

say that God has honoured that work in raising Christ from amongst the dead and setting Him down at His own right hand in the heavenlies. That is public. That was the gate. 

The whole universe, had they wanted, could have seen Christ on the cross. They would not have been able to enter into the awfulness of the sufferings, or measure the depth of the intrinsic holiness of Jesus, but publicly they could have seen the work going on, a Man crucified and His blood shed. They could have heard that cry, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?” They could have wondered what that meant. The persons who surrounded the cross had their own ideas of what it meant. But Jesus is superior to all the circumstances. He is working out the thing alone with God, forsaken of God, and He pays the price. He secures the assembly for Himself, clears us of our history, clears us of our sins. Past history is finished. He leaves all that attaches to us in the line of fallen nature completely in the grave. That man is finished. Christ has vicariously put him out of sight. The gates of Zion, you might say, are opened in His rising, and love and grace flow out fully and freely to the universe. How wonderful that is! How great the distribution of divine love and grace is, as we see in the book of the Acts. In the preaching of the glad tidings the treasure is brought to light and most unexpected persons come to light. They manifest and prove in themselves that God has wrought in their hearts and they are introduced as members of the body of Christ. 

In the passage in Acts 9 we have the gate in Damascus. Ananias was a very good man. Paul says in his account that he was “a pious man” (see Acts 22: 12). The Jews knew him. He had a testimony in the place. The brethren in Damascus would be very concerned; they would be full of trepidation 

at what was proceeding. It says at the beginning of the chapter that Saul was breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord. What an upright man he was as to the law, probably the best that nature could produce, but he was under the power of the devil. He is going to persecute the assembly, “both men and women”, so that “if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem”. Think of the sufferings that were incurred by the brethren through the persecutions of this man. 

Well, here is Damascus. It is away from Jerusalem. See the wisdom and skill of the Lord, beloved, as He operates in His wonderful grace. He does not appear to Saul in Jerusalem. He lets him go as far as Damascus because He has in mind that the assembly is to be separated completely from Judaism. There is going to be no mixture. It is going to be apart, and He is beginning here this, great work, this marvellous undertaking. He is going to have a people apart from all accredited religion that had been before and they are going to be set in relation to Christ’s glory. 

The impression that comes into Saul’s soul at the beginning of his history is of Christ glorified, so that as he proceeds in his service he preaches the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God. It is Christ glorified at the right hand of God. I am not saying that he did not have to repent. Peter told the Jews to repent and be baptised for remission of sins (see Acts 2: 38). The Lord does not say anything like that to Saul. He says, “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?” What words of love and grace! No condemnation! Here is this inveterate enemy of Christ and of the brethren. Jesus is showing how the gate works. He is showing how administration works, the administration of the gospel. ‘Why are you persecuting Me? I will reason with you’. Saul says, “Who 

art thou, Lord?” and the answer is, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.” How blessedly intimate that He can say that to him, “I am Jesus”. He does not say, ‘I am the Son of God’, or 

‘I am the Christ’, or ‘I am risen from the dead’. He says “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”. 

Then He tells him to go into the city and in the city it will be told him what he must do. Now the brethren are coming into this matter. The gate in Damascus is going to operate., going to correspond in love and grace to what had been manifested by Christ in glory to Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus road. 

The Lord speaks to Ananias. He tells him what has happened and where to go and where to meet Saul. “He is praying,” He says, “and has seen in a vision a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see”. So far as Ananias is concerned, at this point the gate is shut and it is not going to open. ‘I know all about him’, he says. Now, beloved, imagine saying that to the Lord. The Lord ad said to him, “Behold, he is praying”. That should have been enough; Ananias says, “I have heard from many concerning this man”. He had just heard from Jesus. The Lord had brought him right up to date with, the history of heaven. You can understand how he felt, and how the brethren felt. The thing that had happened was almost unbelievable. We pray about things, and they happen, and can we believe they have happened, and that they are happening when they do? I suppose persons had prayed, in grace that Saul of Tarsus would be converted. I suppose Stephen had that in mind, when he said, “Lord, lay, not this sin to their charge”, Acts 7: 60. Oh how beautifully the gate operated in Stephen, the grace of Christ shining out in its wonder! There was some evidence there of the pearl, the sufferings of the saints as Stephen set out the whole position. 

But I digress. Ananias says, “I have heard from many concerning this man how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests”, and so forth. Beloved, we love to bring up past history, do we not? Saul is not getting in so far as Ananias is concerned. The gate is shut. What does the Lord say? He says, “Go”. That is authority. I suppose that woke up Ananias. “Go, for this man is an elect vessel to me”. There is wonderful grace in this conversation. Saul is going to come into this company, and when he comes in he has to see heaven reflected amongst the brethren. He has to see the continuation of what Jesus said, “Why dost thou persecute me?” He has to see the “me” in Damascus. So Ananias is adjusted. Now he is on the street of the city, one street, “pure gold, as transparent glass”, Revelation 21: 21. How beautiful, how wonderful, his movements are now! He is diffusing grace. “Saul, brother”, he says, “the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way”. See how the tree of life is in the midst of the street, this side and that side (see Revelation 22: 2). 

Ananias is on the divine highway, Christ available to all in the city, “Jesus that appeared to thee in the way”. He completely identifies himself with him. “Laying his hands upon him he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with the Holy Spirit”. Saul must come into the body, be a member of the body of Christ, be filled with the Holy Spirit. In the power of that Spirit he will be baptised into one body and be given to drink of one Spirit. “And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales, and he saw, and rising up was baptised; and, having received food, got strength. And he was with the disciples who were in Damascus certain days”. He is happily identified 

with the persons he was previously going to persecute. He sees the pearl there, he sees the evidence of it, he sees the evidence of the Street of the city. There are no mixed motives. 

There is nobody saying, ‘Well, you know what you were, Saul’. The brethren are moving consciously in the light of Christ glorified in this wonderful locality of Damascus where nobody appears to be prominent. There is no mention of gift or of elderhood. There is a certain disciple in it—a beautiful meeting. Christ in His wisdom introduced His great elect vessel into such a situation. There is the pearl in Damascus. 

We are probably more accustomed to the gate in Corinth. The gate in Corinth was open when it should have been shut, and shut in this chapter when it should have been open. We are often like that. We allow things into our hearts, and sometimes into our meetings, on which we should shut the gate. It is very beautiful to consider these scriptures and see how divine grace helps the brethren to rise to the greatness of divine thoughts. Ananias in Acts 9 comes out in the clothing of the bride, fine linen. He performed a righteous act in identifying himself with Saul and letting him into the city, a priestly act, so that he is clothed in fine linen, which is the righteousnesses of the saints (see Revelation 19: 8). I think it is a great test to us to keep pace with what the Lord is doing. The first letter to Corinth had stirred them up and the man was put out, and it was right that he should be put out. The conscience of the assembly was stirred and the truth began to operate amongst them and this man was put out. He must have felt it very much, being put out, because he was grieved, and grief according to God had wrought repentance in him. He wanted to get back into fellowship. I suppose he had gone and spoken to a brother, or brothers, and humbled himself, shed many a tear, and so he rightly should, 

for the course that he had been on was abhorrent even among the nations. But the man had got right. God had wrought and had granted him repentance. You cannot repent just when it suits you. God is the One who grants repentance and He had granted it to this man, but the brethren did not want to know. The gate was shut. 

It is a terrible thing if, where God is working and helping someone, and change is in evidence, you shut the gate. It is a misrepresentation of God’s dispensation of love and grace. 

Do not let us be like that. The gates of the city are open all the time. They are never shut. 

Through these gates flow the holy ministrations of divine love and grace. How do you think the leaves of the tree are going to get out to the nations? They do not fly over the wall. They go out in the affections of persons who feed on Christ. They go out and they are exuding Christ to the nations, for the healing of the nations. Do you think the kings of the earth would bring their glory to Corinth as it was? Would the nations walk by its light? Do you think the nations could walk by the light of what is representative of the assembly in Aberdeen or Grangemouth or Edinburgh, or any of these places? Is it an attractive place? Think of the kings of the earth bringing their glory to it, the nations walking by the light of it. 

Well, the Lord in His grace affords help here through Paul. Paul says, ‘You had better open the gate. You should show grace and encourage and help the man’. We were saying in the interval that we are dealing with souls, with humanity, with persons who have feelings. We are dealing with brethren in whom is the manifest evidence of the work of God. There is gold there. It needs to be made way for, it needs to be incorporated into this great entity. Well, Paul says he wrote the first letter with many 

tears (2 Corinthians 2: 4). What a man he was, what soul he had, how he felt about these things, yet in faithful love he wrote the letter that he did write. It was effective. “But if anyone has grieved, he has grieved, not me, but in part (that I may not overcharge you) all of you. Sufficient to such a one” (this is, the man who was withdrawn from) “is this rebuke which has been inflicted by the many”. This is another point. It does not say by all, but by the many. Those are the persons, I suppose, who knew what the assembly was in the mind of God, and what the assembly was in expression and function. I do not think you ever get the 

‘all’ in Corinth, but you get the ‘many’, you get the approved, and I do not use that word as it was used in what we call ‘the system’, but the approved as set out in the first letter, “that the approved may become manifest among you”, 1 Corinthians 11: 19. 

So here Paul says, “on the contrary ye should rather show grace and encourage, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with excessive grief”. It would be a terrible thing if that should happen. The cleansing system had done its work. The leprosy was healed. Where were the priests that they did not see it? Why were they so slow in setting up the man in the dignity of his calling? No doubt he would be at his tent door with his hair shaved off (Leviticus 14: 8), and it was evident that this man had come to a judgment of the whole course of sin he had been on. Now it is for the priest to take over and set him up happily, joyfully in fellowship. 

Paul says, ‘You priests had better go and do this thing, because if you do not, Satan is going to get an advantage’. We need to be on the alert, beloved, because the devil is ever active and anxious to bring some kind of wedge into the local meeting, some kind of division, some kind of trouble, anything that will divert the attention of the brethren from being wholly occupied with Christ. 

Paul says, “if I have forgiven anything, it is for your sakes in the person of Christ”, ‘I am not going to be behind’. This man was the subject of forgiveness. He was enjoying forgiveness from God, what we call plenary forgiveness, and now the local meeting should have administered that forgiveness. The priesthood should have been active in the administration of it, welcoming him back into the heart of the assembly. The Lord said as to Lazarus, “Loose him and let him go”, John 11: 44. The Lord was saying in effect, ‘I have raised him. It is now for you to take the graveclothes off him and let him go and find his place in the flock’. The gate in Corinth eventually would work. There would be a representation of the pearl in Corinth. Recovery proceeds, beloved, in the power of the grace of Christ. You get them on to the street of the city, on to the divinely appointed highway, because I am sure the street of the city would connect the gates. Think of the brethren thronging that street, ‘Where the saints in glory thronging’, in the happiness and blessedness of the power of the life which is in Christ Jesus. And Paul wants all this to operate in Corinth, so that the administration there is a reflection of what goes on in heaven. 

Now I come to Colosse. This letter to Philemon is a remarkable one. Paul has great wisdom. 

Onesimus, as we read in the letter to the Colossians, was “one of you”, Colossians 4: 9. But here he had been a bondman of Philemon and he had run away. He had become disconsolate, discontented with his position as a bondman. I do not suppose it was a very great job. He had run away to Rome. Whichever way he had gone, he had gone a long way. In the ways of God it is marvellous, wonderful!—from Colosse to Rome and there he meets Paul, a prisoner in Rome. He might have said to Paul, ‘Why are you looking so happy?’ Paul would say, ‘I have everything to be happy about’. 

Hear Paul telling him about Jesus who said, “I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. That would bow his heart. Christ could identify with a man like Onesimus in bondmanship, in the rigours of it. He loved His master, His wife and His children, He would not go free. Paul might say, 

‘He could have gone free, Onesimus, but He thought about you and He thought, about me’. 

Wonderful! Paul was now sending Onesimus back to Colosse, and he would say, ‘I can see a problem here. I am not too sure that Philemon is big-hearted enough to declare a year of release. I suppose he is, but I think I shall just send this letter with Onesimus’. 

We must use diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit, in the uniting bond of peace. There is wisdom in a little forward-thinking as to what the results of our actions might be, and we should seek the Lord’s help that we might give consideration to what might happen if we do certain things. So Paul writes this wonderful letter and sends it to Philemon. It is wonderful if you can make a release. “This is the manner of the release”, Deuteronomy 15: 2. Have you lived seven years in the land, seven years in the fulness of the blessedness of the love of Christ? Such are wealthy persons. The creditor relaxes his hand upon the debtor. That is the gate of the city. You are not charging anybody. No, you are wealthy, rich in Christ Jesus. So Paul writes to Philemon, “I exhort thee for my child, whom I have begotten in my bonds, Onesimus … receive him as me”. That is very wonderful, very beautiful. Philemon has no option. Paul says, ‘This is the gospel working out. This is how the gate in Colosse is going to operate’. 

Onesimus goes back. He has washed his garments, his robes; it is evident that he has a right to the tree of life. Philemon, in the light of this letter, would be the first to open the gate. The sister 

Apphia might need a little help. Her mind might be on the things which Onesimus may have taken when he fled, because we are like that, beloved. But our minds are to be on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth. “Seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God—have your mind on the things that are above”, Colossians 3: 1, 2. The hearts of the Colossians are to be full of Christ. Paul says to Philemon, “Yea, brother, I would have profit of thee in the Lord—refresh my bowels in Christ”. He says he is confident, that Philemon will do more than he says, “knowing that thou wilt do even more than I say”. There is the street of the city; it is pure gold. It is absolutely divine. It has not been tainted by the hand of nature at all. It is love in the Spirit and love operating in its blessedness, without restriction. 

I remember Mr. A. B. Parker saying once, ‘To live in this area is millionaires’ row’. You need wealth to live at this level, and all the wealth that you would ever require is to be found in Christ. The fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily, “and ye are complete in him” 

(see Colossians 2: 9, 10). It is very blessed, and the Lord would encourage us, beloved brethren, to rise to the greatness of what is in mind in the holy administration of divine love and grace, so that the numeral twelve is not just something that we speak about. Thank God it is in evidence amongst the brethren. I trust and pray that there might be increasing evidence and testimony to the fact that the nature of God is in circulation among the saints, evidence that the pearl is there, that the assembly is there in function and that the brethren are growing in their souls in capacity to love and to move in love and grace as Christ did. There is thus to be a reflection in every locality of the Man in the glory. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address in Grangemouth
27 January 1990 

 


Scripture references

Ruth 4:1-8 (JND) [1] And Boaz went up to the gate, and sat down there. And behold, he that had the right of redemption, of whom Boaz had spoken, came by. And he said, Thou, such a one, turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside and sat down. [2] And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit down here. And they sat down. [3] And he said to him that had the right of redemption: Naomi, who is come back out of the country of Moab, sells the allotment that was our brother Elimelech's. [4] And I thought I would apprise thee of it and say, Buy [it] in the presence of the inhabitants, and in the presence of the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem [it], redeem; but if thou wilt not redeem, tell me, that I may know; for there is none to redeem besides thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem [it]. [5] And Boaz said, On the day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy [it] also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. [6] And he that had the right of redemption said, I cannot redeem [it] for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance. Redeem thou for thyself what I should redeem, for I cannot redeem [it]. [7] Now this [was the custom] in former time in Israel concerning redemption and concerning exchange, to confirm the whole matter: a man drew off his sandal, and gave it to his neighbour, and this was the [mode of] attestation in Israel. [8] And he that had the right of redemption said to Boaz, Buy for thyself; and he drew off his sandal.

Acts 9:10-19 (JND) [10] And there was a certain disciple in Damascus by name Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, [here am] I, Lord. [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying, [12] and has seen [in a vision] a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see. [13] And Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many concerning this man how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; [14] and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name. [15] And the Lord said to him, Go, for this [man] is an elect vessel to me, to bear my name before both nations and kings and [the] sons of Israel: [16] for *I* will shew to him how much he must suffer for my name. [17] And Ananias went and entered into the house; and laying his hands upon him he said, Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with [the] Holy Spirit. [18] And straightway there fell from his eyes as it were scales, and he saw, and rising up was baptised; [19] and, having received food, got strength. And he was with the disciples who [were] in Damascus certain days.

2 Corinthians 2:5-11 (JND) [5] But if any one has grieved, he has grieved, not me, but in part (that I may not overcharge [you]) all of you. [6] Sufficient to such a one [is] this rebuke which [has been inflicted] by the many; [7] so that on the contrary ye should rather shew grace and encourage, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with excessive grief. [8] Wherefore I exhort you to assure him of [your] love. [9] For to this end also I have written, that I might know, by putting you to the test, if as to everything ye are obedient. [10] But to whom ye forgive anything, *I* also; for I also, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, [it is] for your sakes in [the] person of Christ; [11] that we might not have Satan get an advantage against us, for we are not ignorant of *his* thoughts.

Philemon 1:10-21 (JND) [10] I exhort thee for *my* child, whom I have begotten in [my] bonds, Onesimus, [11] once unserviceable to thee, but now serviceable to thee and to me: [12] whom I have sent back to thee: [but do *thou* receive] him, that is, *my* bowels: [13] whom *I* was desirous of keeping with myself, that for thee he might minister to me in the bonds of the glad tidings; [14] but I have wished to do nothing without thy mind, that thy good might not be as of necessity but of willingness: [15] for perhaps for this reason he has been separated [from thee] for a time, that thou mightest possess him fully for ever; [16] not any longer as a bondman, but above a bondman, a beloved brother, specially to me, and how much rather to thee, both in [the] flesh and in [the] Lord? [17] If therefore thou holdest me to be a partner [with thee], receive him as me; [18] but if he have wronged thee anything or owe anything [to thee], put this to my account. [19] *I* Paul have written [it] with mine own hand; *I* will repay [it]: that I say not to thee that thou owest even thine own self also to me. [20] Yea, brother, *I* would have profit of *thee* in [the] Lord: refresh my bowels in Christ. [21] Being confident of thine obedience, I have written to thee, knowing that thou wilt do even more than I say.

Revelation 21:21 (JND) [21] And the twelve gates, twelve pearls; each one of the gates, respectively, was of one pearl; and the street of the city pure gold, as transparent glass.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Matthew 13:44 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field.

Matthew 13:46 (JND) [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Ruth 4:1 (JND) [1] And Boaz went up to the gate, and sat down there. And behold, he that had the right of redemption, of whom Boaz had spoken, came by. And he said, Thou, such a one, turn aside, sit down here. And he turned aside and sat down.

Romans 8:3 (JND) [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh,

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 22:12 (JND) [12] And a certain Ananias, a pious man according to the law, borne witness to by all the Jews who dwelt [there],

Acts 2:38 (JND) [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 7:60 (JND) [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Revelation 21:21 (JND) [21] And the twelve gates, twelve pearls; each one of the gates, respectively, was of one pearl; and the street of the city pure gold, as transparent glass.

Revelation 22:2 (JND) [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Revelation 19:8 (JND) [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

2 Corinthians 2:4 (JND) [4] For out of much tribulation and distress of heart I wrote to you, with many tears; not that ye may be grieved, but that ye may know the love which I have very abundantly towards you.

1 Corinthians 11:19 (JND) [19] For there must also be sects among you, that the approved may become manifest among you.

Leviticus 14:8 (JND) [8] And he that is to be cleansed shall wash his garments, and shave all his hair, and bathe in water, and he shall be clean; and afterwards shall he come into the camp, and shall abide outside his tent seven days.

John 11:44 (JND) [44] And the dead came forth, bound feet and hands with graveclothes, and his face was bound round with a handkerchief. Jesus says to them, Loose him and let him go.

Colossians 4:9 (JND) [9] with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is [one] of you. They shall make known to you everything here.

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Deuteronomy 15:2 (JND) [2] and this is the manner of the release: Every creditor shall relax his hand from the loan which he hath lent unto his neighbour; he shall not demand it of his neighbour, or of his brother; for a release to Jehovah hath been proclaimed.

Colossians 3:1-2 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth;

Colossians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; [10] and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority,



THE GOOD SHEPHERD

A. A. Brown 

John 10: 9–16; 6: 65–We live in an age in which there are visual aids to education which help the retention of things in the mind by directing them not only to the ear but to the eye. In days gone by there were none of these aids. The teaching came just through the teacher. I suppose those of us who are older remember certain schoolteachers who influenced our lives because of their ability to teach, to hold our interest. In this passage in John 10 we have One, the Lord Jesus, who taught. There is no teaching like the teaching of Jesus. In His first preaching recorded in Mark’s gospel He said, “Repent and believe in the glad tidings”, Mark 1: 1–5. That was His word, His preaching. I wonder whether everyone here has answered to this appeal of Jesus. 

He is the good Shepherd. We would follow Him. In this country the sheep are driven, but in the east the flock follows the shepherd; he goes on before them. The good Shepherd goes before and we follow. It says in another scripture that He has left us a Model that we should follow in His steps (see 1 Peter 2: 21). The good Shepherd is worthy of our following Him. 

The Lord Jesus is a blessed, glorious, living Man, and He is speaking of Himself here in John 10. He speaks of how things were then and how things would be. He had come to His own, the Jewish nation, and they had refused Him. “He came to his own, and his own received him not”, John 1: 11. 

Is He being received tonight? There is no public acclaim of the good Shepherd. He has been rejected. Why are there such terrible conditions, distress, and lawlessness amongst men? May I tell you why? It is because the One who was the good Shepherd and who was also the Prince of Peace came to this earth, and He was rejected and slain. In one of His parables the Lord Jesus speaks of one who, having a vineyard, let it out to husbandmen and sent bondmen to receive of the fruit of the vineyard. But each one of the servants was rejected. The prophets who had been sent from God to the Jewish nation were rejected. Then the lord of the vineyard said, “What shall I do? I will send my beloved son, perhaps when they see him they will respect him”, Luke 20: 13. He sent His Son, and He was killed. The Prince of Peace has been rejected and crucified. Have you ever thought whose this world is? It belongs to the One who created it. Do you believe that? Do you believe in a special creation for “By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by the word of God”, Hebrews 11: 3 or have you listened to some who say it all began with an explosion in space? Creation began with God. 

In the southern hemisphere there is a group of stars called ‘The Southern Cross’. Who made these? Men have given them a name, but the One who created all the stars “giveth names to them all”, Psalm 147: 4. He made the worlds—not only the planet we live on, but the worlds. 

But He came to this world, to His own, and He was rejected. 

Is Christ accepted today? How many are on the path of discipleship? We can thank God for those who are on it. I would like everyone here to be on that pathway, to follow the good Shepherd, to know Him as the One who cares, the One who tonight can be your Saviour and Lord, the One who is prepared to be a Friend to you, to enter into every detail of your life. He says, “I am the good 

shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep”. He has proved it. I would like you to consider what it has cost the Lord Jesus that you might have your sins forgiven, receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, embark on a new way of life, and be supported in it by the good Shepherd above and the Holy Spirit here. 

It is not only that the Lord Jesus will save you from your sins. He has given Himself a ransom for all. Do you believe He died for you? If you believe, a new life opens up, and what a life it is! The Saviour will lead you, He will see you through and He will be faithful to the end. Is there any other of whom that could be said? “Jesus ... having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”, John 13: 1. The good Shepherd loved His own through everything, but not only that, He came “that they might have life”. I wonder if everyone here knows what it is to enter into that life. It is a wonderful thing. The Lord Jesus came, as He says, “that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”. Have you satisfaction? You cannot have satisfaction apart from Jesus. You cannot have life abundantly except in Him. 

“In him was life, and the life was the light of men”, John 1: 4. If you want light, you will find it in Him, and our glorious Lord will give you this kind of life, life in abundance. Everything else is marked by moral death. Everything else here is marked by disappointment, by frustration. But if you have Christ you find satisfaction. 

Do you realize that the world around you is energised by the enemy of your soul? He would occupy your mind and your affections with anything that excludes Christ. This world, of which the devil is the prince, is going on to judgment. But God is extricating persons from it and bringing them into another world, a world marked by resurrection 

life. The Lord Jesus says, “I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”. He will see you through and He will sustain you. “If any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture”. The Lord Jesus would bring satisfaction into your life. Those things that would appeal to us naturally, that would hold us, can drop off under the expulsive power of a fresh affection. Having Christ, you are able to set these things aside. I suppose there is something that appeals particularly to each one of us. For one it may be activity on land, for another it could be the sea, as the poet said, ‘And all I ask is a tall ship, and a star to steer her by’. Such things can have tremendous attraction. There may be nothing evil in them, but they come between me and my Saviour. 

But He makes an appeal—“If any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture”. That is, you will be fed. You will be fed with food of which there is no lack. You will enjoy the service of the Lord Jesus on high and of the Holy Spirit here below, and the company of those who have come the same way to the Saviour and found in Him their Shepherd, their Lord, their all. Paul says, “For me to live is Christ”, Philippians 1: 21. I am sure every one of us here who follows Jesus would desire to say it too. 

Now the Lord Jesus was here teaching among the Jews, and there were those who came to Him and followed Him. They composed a flock. Each town in Palestine had a synagogue where the Scriptures—what we now know as the Old Testament—were read. The synagogue was recognised. Those who wanted to find the true God would go to the synagogue. But the Lord Jesus was introducing what was new. He speaks of “other sheep”—“I have other sheep which are not of this fold”. He is speaking about the Gentiles. He was prepared to protect and keep those Jewish believers who came to Him, but by His death and resurrection He was about to introduce a flock, “there shall be one flock, one shepherd”. In Christian language, that is the assembly, the church here and the Head in heaven. Oh the glory of that One who has ascended on high! No matter what standing anyone may have naturally, there is Only “one flock, one shepherd”. 

Dear friend, have you received Jesus, the good Shepherd who laid down His life for the sheep? Have you begun to appreciate that pasture in which He can lead you? Do you appreciate the company of those who believe in Him? Do you realize that there is practical salvation in that company? Eternal salvation is only through the blood of Jesus, but there is present practical salvation in being in the joy of the Christian circle as subject to the Lord Jesus. It is one of the blessings of being in His kingdom, present practical salvation from this world as a system independent of God. 

There is one flock and one Shepherd. If this has laid hold of us, we shall not go away. In John 6 many had gone away back and the Lord turns .to the twelve, and says, “Will ye also go away?” Surely none of us would go away from that One, the good Shepherd. The Lord’s question puts a responsibility upon us. Simon Peter answered, Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” To whom could you go? To whom could you go who would offer you anything like this which God offers you? Peter says, “Thou hast words of life eternal”. He is the only One who has them, the only One from whom you can receive them. “For God is one; and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus”, 1 Timothy 2: 5. That sets aside every other. You are given the opportunity to come and to stay, not to go away. To whom can you go? “Thou hast words of life eternal”. In that passage Peter speaks for the twelve. He would be a representative man. He was speaking as one whose heart had been secured by the Lord, and said, “We have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”. In Luke 5 Peter says to the Lord, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord” (Luke 5: 8). But the Lord did not depart. He stayed, and so did Peter. May every one of us here have these links secure for time and for eternity through the work and the Person of the Lord Jesus, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Melbourne
16 February 1985

 


Scripture references

John 10:9-16 (JND) [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. [13] Now he who serves for wages flees because he serves for wages, and is not himself concerned about the sheep. [14] I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, [15] as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. [16] And I have other sheep which are not of this fold: those also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, one shepherd.

John 6:65 (JND) [65] And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no one can come to me unless it be given to him from the Father.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Mark 1:1-5 (JND) [1] Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God; [2] as it is written in [Isaiah] the prophet, Behold, *I* send my messenger before thy face, who shall prepare thy way. [3] Voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare the way of [the] Lord, make his paths straight. [4] There came John baptising in the wilderness, and preaching [the] baptism of repentance for remission of sins. [5] And there went out to him all the district of Judaea, and all they of Jerusalem, and were baptised by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

Luke 20:13 (JND) [13] And the lord of the vineyard said, What shall I do? I will send my beloved son: perhaps when they see him they will respect [him].

Hebrews 11:3 (JND) [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear.

Psalms 147:4 (JND) [4] He counteth the number of the stars; he giveth names to them all.

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

John 1:4 (JND) [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

1 Timothy 2:5 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus,

Luke 5 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as the crowd pressed on him to hear the word of God, that he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret: [2] and he saw two ships standing by the lake, but the fishermen, having come down from them, were washing their nets. [3] And getting into one of the ships, which was Simon's, he asked him to draw out a little from the land; and he sat down and taught the crowds out of the ship. …

Luke 5:8 (JND) [8] But Simon Peter, seeing it, fell at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Lord.



“IT IS THE LORD”

N. J. Henry 

John 20: 24, 25 (to “the Lord”) 

This is certainly better than saying to someone that they had not been out at the previous meeting. We might have to say it, but it is infinitely better if you have proved the Lord’s presence and can say sincerely, “We have seen the Lord”. Personal testimony is how persons are gathered in John’s gospel. You remember in chapter 1 they had found the Messias (John 1: 41), and then, “We have found him of whom Moses wrote and the prophets, Jesus, the son of Joseph ... who is from Nazareth” (John 1: 45).. You know, that it is enough to draw persons to the company “We have seen the Lord”. Thomas was one that had not really taken heavenly ground; that was the situation. Thomas, says, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails ...” (John 20: 25). When the Lord comes in He says to Thomas, “Bring thy finger here, and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side; 

and be not unbelieving, but believing” (John 20: 27). Thomas represents, in a certain side, the Jew that is, “Because thou hast seen me thou hast believed—blessed they who have not seen and have believed” (John 20: 29) 

He (Thomas) does not take heavenly ground, and I suggest it is because he not only missed the first manifestation of Christ, but it appears he missed Mary’s message; I think he missed them both. It says, “Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had said these things to her. When therefore it was evening on that day 

...” (John 20: 18, 19), as if it had an effect on the testimony, the light had effect on the disciples. “When it was evening on that day, which was the first day of the week”, as if the light that had been vouchsafed to Mary, and had been given to them by her, was working in the company as together. Because Thomas missed both the light that came through Mary and the manifestation of Christ, he was slow to take heavenly ground. 

I confess I find it hard—you may have the light but you do not come into the conscious realization of it. I suppose that is the substance of Mr. Stoney’s ministry; it was to bring the brethren consciously on to heavenly ground. You know, we have a lot of light. When you come to the Supper, or to some other meeting, is your mind ready for what is heavenly and spiritual? I think the Lord tests us, and I just thought it might be wholesome to stir up our minds. If we get light we have got to be brought into the substantiality of it; that is what Christianity means. I think they were in that day, the first day of the week, and the Lord confirmed it when He came in. I think He confirmed what the disciples had been working out that day. The doors were shut through fear of the Jews. You say, How was that? Well, it was instinct; they 

realized that to allow any earthly religious influence in would spoil the light. It means that they were vigilant; everyone was vigilant that nothing of earthly religion would spoil what had come to them. Is that not a test? Is that not a test as we go about amongst men? Even in the religious order around us people may say the right things. Are we allowing the influence of that to spoil the light of what is heavenly? because Christ says, “I ascend”. He said that, in fact, even though He remained the forty days. I think at one point Mr. Taylor suggested that it looks as if He comes down into the company in verse 19; the thought of ascension comes in and He comes down in that verse. It suggests that the heavenly side was to be brought into the company, to make them able for it. 

There is a difference between the two appearings. The first appearing was on a substantially higher level than the second appearing of Christ. Christ had not personally altered, but Thomas was not up to it. I might detract from the appearing of Christ, if you know what I mean when I say that, because of my lack of spirituality. I think the word would be for us to be concerned that the light in us might be substantial. Work at it; quietly work at it, and it will be confirmed by the appearing of Christ. That is what He will do; He will confirm it. He breathed into them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. Morally it required His death before He could breathe into them. It required the disciples, you might say, coming on to new ground. He brought the disciples, onto new ground, in chapter 20 of John, and later the Spirit personally came down from the ascended Christ. This is different from Moses, for instance, where the spirit of Moses was taken and put on the seventy (Numbers 11: 24, 25). That was for the continuation here, but now it is to bring what is heavenly into persons; it is a heavenly Man who is serving us now, and He wants to bring us consciously on to heavenly ground, spiritual ground. 

Is that not worth going in for? No wonder they could say, consciously, “We have seen the Lord”. What reality! If you had questioned them they could have told you what He had said when He came in, and what He had done in His actions. I think Thomas could have sensed the reality of their tone by the way they said the thing. He must have known that he had missed the Lord. Is it not worth it, beloved brethren, to get a sense of that in every meeting? 

Tonight, maybe, someone will get up and give us something, and we will say, It is the Lord. That is the only thing to cheer the hearts of the saints; you know that; the only thing that will brighten the saints, quicken the affections of the saints, is Jesus personally presented—“the spirit of prophesy is the testimony of Jesus” (Revelation 19: 10)—things presented livingly in the company. May we, be encouraged to go on to that higher ground and prove the manifestation of Christ, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
31 October 1989




Scripture references

John 20:24-25 (JND) [24] But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. [25] The other disciples therefore said to him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.

John 1:41 (JND) [41] He first finds his own brother Simon, and says to him, We have found the Messias (which being interpreted is Christ).

John 1:45 (JND) [45] Philip finds Nathanael, and says to him, We have found him of whom Moses wrote in the law, and the prophets, Jesus, the son of Joseph, who is from Nazareth.

John 20:25 (JND) [25] The other disciples therefore said to him, We have seen the Lord. But he said to them, Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.

John 20:27 (JND) [27] Then he says to Thomas, Bring thy finger here and see my hands; and bring thy hand and put it into my side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.

John 20:29 (JND) [29] Jesus says to him, Because thou hast seen me thou hast believed: blessed they who have not seen and have believed.

John 20:18-19 (JND) [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her. [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you.

Numbers 11:24-25 (JND) [24] And Moses went out and told the people the words of Jehovah; and he gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round about the tent. [25] And Jehovah came down in a cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that was upon him, and put it upon the seventy men, the elders; and it came to pass, that when the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not repeat [it].

Revelation 19:10 (JND) [10] And I fell before his feet to do him homage. And he says to me, See [thou do it] not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and [the fellow-bondman] of thy brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Do homage to God. For the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.



THE BALANCINGS OF THE CLOUDS






G. H. Brown 

“Dost thou know about the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him that is perfect in knowledge?” Job 37: 16. 

Thine infinite wisdom, our Father, 

In all Thou allowest we see; 

The storms that around us may gather 

Are skillfully measured by Thee. 

The clouds, by Thy power transcending, 

Thou holdest in balance and poise, 

In wonderful harmony blending 

Our sorrow and grief with our joys. 

Each circumstance, bitter or pleasant, 

Unerringly weighed and assessed, 

Though grievous it seemeth at present, 

Will finally work for the best. 

And yet through Thy wise dispensation 

We shall not unduly be tried, 

For Thou, in the hour of temptation, 

Away of escape wilt provide. 

Thy mercy so constantly proven, 

Unchanged through the fast-flowing years, 

Our life’s chequered pattern has woven 

With mingled rejoicings and tears. 

Though burdened with pain and affliction 

Why should we lament or repine, 

Since every appointed restriction 

Fulfilleth a purpose divine? 

This knowing, Oh shall we not rather, 

In faith and submission unfeigned, 

Accept with thanksgiving, our Father, 

The trials Thy love has ordained? 

We thank Thee for rain and clear shining, 

For joyous and cloud-shadowed days, 

The north and the south winds combining 

In bringing forth fruit to Thy praise; 

For storms which our spirits have driven 

From human resources to turn 

To prove the support Thou hast given, 

Thy tender compassion to learn. 

The clouds Thou permittest are blended 

With infinite mercy and love, 

But soon shall our sorrows be ended 

With Christ in the glory above! 

Melbourne 

 


Scripture references

Job 37:16 (JND) [16] Dost thou know about the balancings of the clouds, the wondrous works of him that is perfect in knowledge?



THE COURSE OF THE TESTIMONY

J. Taylor 

God in recent times raised up men who recovered, as it were, the ark of the testimony. This was at the cost of much exercise and conflict. What they recovered they handed down to those following. These in their turn have had sorrow and conflict in seeking to preserve it, and so it has come from faithful hands to us. What are we going to do with it? Are we going to dance before it with joy, like David, and enshrine it in our affections? Shall we defend it, like Stephen, at the cost of our lives? These are weighty questions for the saints of God at the present time. 

The maintenance of the truth calls for constant self-judgment and self-surrender. Thus only can we hope to pass on what we have received to a generation following, if it please God that there should be one. In the absence of these, we shall either sell the truth for worldly advantage, or corrupt it in the effort to gain positions of prominence in the church, as some were doing at Corinth. The recent attack of the enemy was to corrupt the saints by the introducing of human principles in the ordering of the house of God. The Lord has graciously given deliverance, but we may be assured that Satan will set another snare for us. The occasion calls for men of God. Let it be remembered that to be a man of God is a question of faithfulness, and not gift, and so it is within the reach of all. 

(Vol. 2, p.320) 
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